
 The girls bas-
ketball team, Lady Sting, 
played their first game of 
the season Tuesday, No-
vember 24th, at Newcom-
ers High School against the 
Newcomers Lady Lions. 
The players were nervous 
this year going into the 
season due to the shortage 
of players, having lost two 
graduating seniors, Erica 
Ortiz and Kathia Williams, 
last year. Fortunately, they 
gained new players Karen 
Moy and Cynthia Fernan-
dez who are quickly be-
coming better basketball 
players due to the rigorous 
practices. “The first game 
was kind of nerve racking 
because every time they 
called out a play I wasn’t 
sure of what to do, but the 
practices are helping me to 
learn 
them 
b e t -
ter,” 
s a y s 
Karen.  

With the minimum num-
ber of players allowed on 
the roster, Lady Sting went 
into their first game with 
their heads held high. 
 The game start-
ed out slowly, with Lady 
Sting head to head against 
the Lady Lions. The great-
est lead they held against 
the Lady Lions in the first 
half was 9 points, and they 
continued to build on that 
lead in the second half. 
They blew it open in the 
third quarter by changing 
the positioning of their 
defense to keep the other 
team from scoring. They 
ended the third quarter with 
a 40-18 lead, only allowing 
the Lady Lions to score 4 
points in the third quarter. 
Sarah Diaz, point guard for 
the Lady Sting, says that 
Lady Sting “sat on” their 
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Qendresa Hidra jumps for a rebound against the Grover Cleveland Tigers. For more information about Lady 
Sting go to page 7. 

Photo credit: Jolijt Tamanaha

BSGE’s 
SHORT 
Stories

 The MYP, or 
Middle Years Program is 
no longer officially offered 
at BSGE, but students need 
not be alarmed. The MYP 
is part of the International 
Baccalaureate program, and 
it goes from 6th grade to 
10th grade. Here, we only 
offer the last four years. 
The MYP helps students 
prepare for 11th and 12th 
grade, the years of which 
the Diploma Program con-
sists. The program includes 
community service require-
ments, the Personal Project, 
a large project you complete 
in 10th grade, and the rest 
of the classes and lessons. 
              Due to major budget 
cuts, BSGE has been forced 
to reduce funding on certain 
programs. The school of-
fers the Diploma Program 
to all students, which oc-
cupies a large portion of the 
school’s budget, and Ms. 
Johnson wants to continue 
offering the program to all 
students. The solution was 
to stop paying the IBO for 
official MYP recognition 

completely. In doing so, the 
school is able to give all the 
students a chance to earn 
the diploma, because we 
can spend the money we 
save on the Diploma Pro-
gram.
 Students should 
see no difference now that 
the program is not offered 
in the school anymore. We 
still have the same classes, 
community service require-
ments, and the Personal 
Projects as before. The 
school will function in ex-
actly the same way it did 
before, when we had the 
program. The only thing 
that has been changed is 
that official Middle Years 
Program diplomas won’t be 
given out at the end of 10th 
grade to those who passed 
all their classes. From the 
outside, our school won’t 
look any different. We are 
still an IB world school 
because the International 
Baccalaureate Program is 
still offered in 11th and 
12th grades.
 This might even 
give the school more free-

dom to alter the curriculum 
in 7th to 10th grades. The 
exact criteria do not have 
to be followed. It gives the 
curriculum the freedom to 
be more flexible. For ex-
ample, students complain 
about the extreme work-
load after switching to the 
Diploma Program. These 
complaints could be be-
cause of a rough transition 
between the MYP and the 
11th grade. Since we are 
not an official MYP school 
anymore, the transition 
could be made smoother. 
 Not being an MYP 
school isn’t good news, but 
it isn’t terrible, either.  It 
can, however, be used to our 
advantage. We can slightly 
change the curriculum to 
make transitions into the 
Diploma Program easier, or 
to change it to our liking. 
The school isn’t held back 
by the program constraints 
and requirements anymore. 
Even though we can no lon-
ger say that we are an of-
ficial MYP school, we can 
still move on in the same 
way. 

We’ve Lost Our MYP 
Title, But actual 
changes are minor

Erin Camia ‘14

Lady sting 
starts 
with a win

Meghan mc-
cullough ‘11

 “...Lady Sting ‘sat on’ 
their lead in the fourth 
quarter...”

Continued on 
page 6

Selling cake 
for school $
The 2009 cake sale was 
the first time that BSGE 
has ever tried this type of 
“catalogue” fundraiser. It 
was a great success and 
we earned a total of about 
$2,000, which exceeded 
expectations. One student 
went all-out and sold 700 
dollars worth of cake! 
They were selling every-
thing from cookie pies to 
Blackout Cake and many 
other delicious goods. This 
was a great way for our 
students to support our 
school and get great snacks 
out of it.
This year’s ptc
This year, 82% of parents 
attended the parent teacher 
conferences, well above 
the city average and a sur-
prising 100% of 7th grade 
parents attended!  The 8th 
grade had 85%, 9th had 
82%, and 10th had 74%. 
11th grade attendence 
bucked the downward 
trend at 76% and seniors’ 
parents came in at 66%.
_____________________
NYC REPORT 
CARDS ARE IN.
BSGE received an “A” 
on its high school report 
card and the middle school 
received a “B.”  The MS 
lost points on the “Stu-
dent Progress” section but 
received A’s on the other 
areas.
Clogs arrive
A group of Dutch students 
from Almere, The Neth-
erlands were involved in 
an exchange program with 
BSGE. The kids stayed 
with BSGE students in the 
8th to 12th grades for a 
week. The students worked 
on projects comparing 
tolerance in the Nether-
lands and the U.S. during 
their stay.

Free movie
The Junior Council hosted 
a free movie afternoon. 
They played “Disturbia” 
and over 70 students 
attended. There will be 
another on Dec. 11th. 
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Editorial: 
school Spirit

Re: Ms. J’s Welcome
The article named “Ms. J’s Welcome” in the Bacc Rag 
newspaper really had an impression on me. I thought 
that it was really interesting and encouraging for me. She 
is basically saying, “welcome back” and “welcome” to 
the students here at BSGE. Being a seventh grader and 
new to this school, Ms. Johnson’s words really made me 
feel more comfortable and encouraged me to meet new 
people, make new friends, join clubs and really get in-
volved in the community. I also think that it was cool and 
unique of her to add the song lyrics in the article. It was a 
very creative way to relate to the outside world and make 
it more interesting to read. 
- Anonymous

Re: BSGE Student was ‘Made’ 
Over the Summer
Dear editor,  
      The article I like the best was BSGE Student was 
“made” over the summer”. I liked it because it was well 
written and had many details. It also made many kids 
excited that a classmate was on T.V. This article got a lot 
of attention in the eighth grade especially.
       I also really liked the interview with the teacher. I 
think this is a good part of the newspaper we all want to 
get to know our teachers better. We don’t always get a 
chance to ask a teachers personal questions like the ones 
in the interview, and how we find out the answer!
So far so great!
-Olivia Witting
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 Work hard.  Stay 
in school.  Go to college.  
All sound advice coming 
from a parent, a friend, or a 
teacher.  But from the Pres-
ident of the United States?  
Barack Obama’s address 
delivered these messages 
to the students of America, 
and was broadcast, live, 
in classrooms nationwide.  
Despite the speech holding 
“no political influence”, 
according to the accompa-
nying White House press 

release, President Obama’s 
address was met with 
strongly-worded criticism 
across the country. 
 Objections to the 
President’s speech ranged 
from the radical to the cau-
tious.  Of the documented 
protests, Jim Greer’s, 
Florida’s GOP chairman, 
was the most extreme, and 
therefore the most promi-
nent among the general 
media.  In his immediate 
response to the speech, he 
claimed to be “absolutely 
appalled that taxpayer dol-

lars [were] being used to 
spread President Obama’s 
socialist ideology”.
 Although the ma-
jority of critiques were 
from concerned citizens, 
and thus nowhere near as 
aggressive as Greer’s, they 
were firm in their opinions.  
Parents, such as those in 
the North Clackamas and 
Lake Oswego districts of 
Oregon, feared that Presi-
dent Obama would attempt 
to “indoctrinate the chil-
dren”.  Others, including 
Texas director of American 
for Prosperity Peggy Ven-
able, cited objections to 
students being coerced into 
“obedience and service in 
support of the president of 
the United States” as rea-
sons to keep children out 
of schools that showed the 
speech.
 Stemming from 
such pervasive disap-
proval, Democrats accused 
protesters of the speech of 
pursuing their own Conser-
vative agendas.  Moreover, 
cries of Republican bigotry 
marred any intellectually 
stimulating debate over the 
content of the President’s 
address.  In fact, such con-
troversy should be deemed 
as detrimental to all things 
political; political editor 

for the New York Times 
asserts that “the spasms 
of anxiety and anger evi-
dent in the debate suggest 
that Democrats may have 
to scale back their ambi-
tions”.
 Normally, editori-
als convey a stance on an 
issue, critically analyzing 
evidence and supporting 
a distinct viewpoint.  But, 
considering the situation 
regarding Barack Obama’s 
address to students as he 
encouraged determination 
and stressed the value of 
education, there is no judg-
ment to be made.
 Barring the use of 
subliminal messaging, it 
is highly unlikely that the 
Obama administration is 
publicly attempting to “in-
doctrinate” the American 
youth.  That being said, the 
liberal attack on Republi-
can opposition is equally, 
if not more so, absurd.  
In 1991, the Democratic 
Party heavily disparaged 
then-President George 
H.W. Bush for making a 
similar speech to students 
nationwide, expressing the 
same unbiased, encourag-
ing messages.  Sadly, para-
noia, stupidity, and hypoc-
risy have melded together.  
And the result is pathetic.

Editorial:  Beyond 
partisan conflict
evan badler ‘10

 It is obvious that BSGE’s 
students are not the best with school 
spirit. During previous school years, 
there has been a serious lack of en-
thusiasm and pride for our school. 
Evidently, school events that used 
to be well-received have drastically 
lost their popularity. For instance, a 
couple of years ago, BSGE’s Annual 
Boat Dance was the biggest party 
of the year. But it has been canceled 
for the past two years because not 
enough people have bought tickets. 
This year, however, seems different 
from the previous years. Over the 
past few months, there has been a 
sudden renewal of school spirit. With 
a stream of extremely popular school 
events such as the Masquerade Ball, 
Free Movie Night, and bunches of 
bake sales, school spirit has become 

increasingly prominent. 
 Since the beginning 
of this school year, multiple 
events have earned significant 
amounts of money for BSGE, 
and hopefully, future events will con-
tinue to do so. There are many more 
promising upcoming events such as 
Lounge Night. Events like these are 
extremely important to the BSGE 
community and if they continue to 
be as successful as they seem to have 
been this year, school spirit will no 
longer be unheard a foreign concept. 
Along with these school events, there 
has been an increase in the amount 
of school clubs. BSGE students have 
started new clubs such as the Movie 
Club, the Spirit Squad, and the 7th 
and 9th grade Student Councils. It is 
amazing that as students, we are all 
finally taken initiative to make a dif-

ference in our school and keep up vi-
tality within BSGE. 
 This resurgence of school 
spirit has been extremely positive for 
BSGE. The school events and clubs 
have unified all of the students and 
definitely made us a better school in 
general. Without such events or clubs, 
there would be no time for students 
that are unfamiliar with one another 
to interact on a frequent basis. It is 
crucial that we, as students, assume 
the responsibility of keeping our lives 
here linked. Even though that hasn’t 
been a priority in the past, it certainly 
is refreshing to see that our school 
spirit is not extinct but thriving.  

simran vazirani ‘11 “This resurgence of school 
spirit has been extremely 
positive for BSGE.”



“Elf” + friends 
+ FREE= best 
movie after-
noon yet. Who 

doesn’t love a grown 
man in yellow tights? 
Who doesn’t love 
FREE? On December 

11th, you can come to the Junior 
Council’s second free movie after-
noon and pay absolutely nothing. 
Elf will start at 2:45pm sharp. No 
outside food allowed. But did we 
mention, it’s free? 
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Upcoming events:

2. On January 22nd, at Lounge Night 
‘10, Battle of the Bands, ‘Panama Red’ 

(above) and with new and upcoming band, ‘We Live 
Alone’ will preform. “The Variety Pack” will be 
dancing and many individuals, including Mr. Rajiv, 
Sammy Levine, Oliver Ponce and Pamela Reyes, 
will also perform solos and poetry.

1.

 Many eighth grad-
ers at BSGE have been in-
decisive about whether or 
not they should transfer to 
other high schools. Many 
students feel comfortable 
in this school but feel like 
they might be missing out 
if they do not apply else-
where. Others feel that they 
wouldn’t mind leaving the 
school, but wouldn’t know 
where to apply. All kids 
want to know that they are 
doing the correct thing, and 
want to be happy with their 
final decisions. “When de-
ciding what schools to ap-
ply for, I will think about 
not only what schools are 
better, but what schools I 
personally will do best in,” 
said Lauren Ouaknine. As 
students weight the pros 
and cons, they will come to 
their final decisions. 
 When deciding to 
stay or leave BSGE, many 
students think about the 
bad aspects of transferring 
to other places. One of the 
downsides of transferring 
is that there may be bigger 
class sizes at other schools 
and that they can be less 
personal. If you went to 
a larger school, teachers 
and the principal may only 
know your nine-digit ID 
code. Getting used to the 
new environment could also 
be hard for some people af-
ter being in BSGE for so 
long. Eighth grader, Ariel 
Taub explains, “Applying 
for other schools is too long 
a process and is hard if you 
have to take extra test-prep 
for it.” All of these are to 
be taken into consideration 

when applying.
 On the other hand, 
there are many good things 
about going to a new high 
school. Some kids are look-
ing for a “real” high school 
experience, which they 
don’t feel they can find at 
BSGE If you transferred, 
you might go to a place 
that had an auditorium 
and a gym, where in some 
schools, plays could be per-
formed and cheer leading 
practices could take place. 
Also, many students have 
one main interest in school 
and want to go to other 
places. Some kids would 
like a better music program, 
or maybe go to a school that 
revolved mostly around a 
certain subject. One student 
said, “I would like to go to 
a school that had a better 
arts program because that 
is very important to have.” 
If this is the case for certain 
students, transferring might 
be the right thing to do.
 Leaving BSGE is 
also an unhappy thought 
for many students currently 
in the eighth grade here. To 
many, this school is like a 
second home and kids are 
very comfortable. Some 
students feel that if they 
transferred to a different 
school, then they could miss 
out. Since our school was 
rated 38th best high school 
in the country some people 
are very reluctant to switch. 
“I’m not going to transfer 
because even if I got into 
other places, I know I will 
still want to stay at BSGE 
in the end,” said Lauren 
Katzenstein exasperatedly. 
Others are impressed with 
the small class size. In just 

two years, Baccalaureate 
has created many devoted 
students.
 In eighth grade 
there are also students who 
see obvious reasons why 
they would want to leave 
our school. Some people 
would want to leave because 
BSGE is not the greatest 
school out there. New York 
has so many great schools 
and kids want to see if they 
can do better than where 
they are now. Also, some 
kids see their friends trans-
ferring and want to stay 
with them by leaving, too. 
Some eighth graders also 
think that BSGE is just too 
small for them. They want a 
school with more extra cur-
ricular activities. “BSGE 
is not the best school out 
there, and with so many 
different options, why not 
just try to get into a better 
one,” Chris Torres shares. 
Many students are still try-
ing to make up their minds 
to transfer or to stay.
 December 4th is 
the day high school appli-
cations are finally due and 
students are still ruminating 
about where they should be 
going next year. They will 
talk to their parents, guid-
ance counselor, and fellow 
students to try and resolve 
the issue of where to go in 
the future. In the end, each 
student will have a promis-
ing future, no matter where 
they decide to go to high 
school. Every single year, 
many kids worry about 
new ninth grade schools, 
and whether they decide to 
transfer or stay at BSGE, 
they end up doing fine 
wherever they are.

To leave or not to 
leave: Transfer-
ring out of BSGE
Olivia Witting 

‘14

This year is The BACC Rag’s fifth annual candy 
cane sale and we’ll be celebrating with a special 
deal: buy five candy canes, get one free! So this 
year, instead of shelling out a lot of money getting 
everyone of your friends small presents that they’ll 
throw away, get them all $1 candy canes with per-
sonal messages attached. Santa will come to BSGE 
to deliver them on December 21st. We will begin 
selling on December 14th and end on the 18th.

3.
Holiday break starts on December 
23rd. Happy holidays!

What Happened?

October 29th
People realized that the swine flu vaccine was not in high demand in 
public schools.

October 30th
President Obama lifts the ban on HIV-
positive people entering the U.S.

November 1ST
The NYC Marathon was held today, 
and organizers did all they could to 
make sure no participants cheated by 
taking public transportation and skip-
ping boroughs.
November 4th
Michael Bloomberg is elected to a third 
term as Mayor of New York.

November 6th
Gen. Casimir Pulaski, who fought in the American Revolution for 
the Americans, was granted citizenship, 230 years after he died.

November 9th
Germany celebrates the 20th anniversary 
of the fall of the Berlin Wall.

November 10th
Students in a Chicago middle school 
were arrested and charged with reckless 
conduct for a food fight.November 13th

NASA’s satellite crashed 
into the moon...on purpose, and found water beneath the surface.

November 15th
Seals on a La Jolla beach are allowed to 
stay after beach-goers complained that 
they attract sharks and produce a lot of 
waste.

November 20th
New Moon the movie premiers to the excitement (or dismay) of many.

 It’s that one ines-
capable choice every high 
school student must face: 
to transfer or to not trans-
fer? Are there greater op-
portunities awaiting me 
elsewhere? Is transferring 
going to benefit me, or will 
I end up sobbing in regret? 
Decisions, decisions, deci-
sions. For those of you who 
think it an easy process or 
an advantageous experi-
ence, you might want to 
think twice. Unfortunately, 
I was forced into this situa-
tion during the very begin-
ning of the year.
        Don’t get me wrong, 
I love BSGE…sometimes. 
No, I mean it, Baccalau-

reate really 
made my 
mind reach  
higher levels 
of thinking, 
and I found 
the majority 
of teachers to 
be very caring 
and concerned 
about their 
students’ edu-
cation. No, it 
wasn’t the in-
tense amount 
of homework 
that made me 
switch schools, or the idea 
that I wasn’t up to a chal-
lenge. I live in Bayside, 
which is a long drive from 
Astoria, and once my mom 
(a public school teacher) 
was given the opportunity 

to change work environ-
ments, from Astoria to 
Whitestone, I was forced 
to start looking up other 
schools to attend that were 

Continued on 
page 6

‘I left bsge and 
wanted back in’
Elisavet Makri-

dis ‘12
-WARNING-

BSGE, Timothy David-Lang 
and Ms. Johnson do not deter-
mine public high school trans-
fers, what school you go to is 
ultimately determined by the 
DOE (Department of Educa-
tion). If you leave BSGE it is 

unlikely that you will be able to 
come back. When making your 
decision to transfer remember 

that once you agree to leave 
BSGE is no longer an option.
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Senior of 
the month:
EliEs Fraija

1) The accomplishment I’m most proud of: Being able to say that I always tried my 
best when it comes to people. The rule I follow is always treat others the way you want 
to be treated.

2) I’m really scared of: I’m scared of heights, I think it’s because of a dream I had 
when I was younger where I fell from a cliff and never hit the bottom. That dream oc-
curs every once in a while but now with constant college applications falling down with 
me.

3) I’m looking forward to: going to college, prom, graduation, the senior trip. 

4) My favorite BSGE memory is: I have one from each year I was here. 9th grade: 
When we told Marleny that the projector was solar powered even though there were no 
windows in the room. She believed it anyway (Shout out to Marleny). 10th grade: When 
all the native Spanish speakers were sent outside to go do work and we would end up 
being louder than the class. And the time I made the speech at the MYP ceremony. 11th 
grade: Meeting and interacting with the new classmates in general was cool. 12th grade: 
Finishing the Extended Essay, applying to college, and playing football with my class 
are all great memories (Shout out to the Bio HL class).

5) My biggest regret about high school: I should have been more organized in the 
beginning of high school that way i would have been ready for the later years. And not 
being able to NOT procrastinate.

6) BSGE has made me: A little crazy and tired but above its made me grow up in a 
way that I didn’t expect to when I first came here.

7) If I were on a deserted island I would want, BSGE faculty member/student: my 
math table, Karry and Marleny, with me because at first we’d be like “how do we get 
out of this island, umm oh well” then from a distance we hear that finding a way out is 
going to be fickled fingered and we get candy, we’d say “ lets split the work and get off 
the island and get some candy, I’m starvin like hell.”

8) My motto is: the best way to deal with people is to kill them with Kindness.

9) In ten years I see myself: I see myself working as an athletic trainer for a college 
or professional sports team or as a physical therapist helping our people that have had 
amputations receive prosthetic body parts and help them regain motion in the cite of the 
injury.

10) My strangest talent is: I can shape my tongue into a three leaf clover and I know 
random stuff about random stuff like 80’s and 90’s pop culture.

Daniel Fridman ‘10

 Every year, new 7th graders pour 
into BSGE, and most will agree that the 
BSGE is very different from what they are 
used to and they have a lot to get used to: 
new school, new teachers, new people, new 
classes, new schedule; new everything. 
 One of the biggest differences 
students find at BSGE is the difficulty of 
the classes. “My previous school was defi-
nitely easier,” said Josh Vaiman.  The qual-
ity of the work and the amount of home-
work leads students to spend hours more 
on schoolwork than their friends at other 
schools.
 For most of the students, this is 
the first time they are taking a foreign lan-
guage.  Though some students were disap-
pointed that Chinese was not offered to the 
incoming 7th graders, students were able 
to choose between French and Spanish as 
their second language.  Each class offers 
its own challenges.  In Mr. Rajiv’s French 
class, you will only hear French, even if 
you don’t speak any.  Students still learn 
well in this environment because “it’s easy 
understanding what he’s saying, because 
he explains it and uses hand gestures,” says 
Gaby Carver, “I’ve learned a lot so far.” 
 Although the majority of seventh 
graders study French, there is one class 
that takes Spanish.   Mr. Giraldo’s Spanish 
class is “challenging, especially when dif-
ferentiating between masculine and femi-

nine words, but it’s an important to know 
because it’s a major language,” says Briana 
Spariosu.  
 The school itself isn’t the only 
thing that will take getting used to. Many 
students have a new commute. By car, 
train, and bus, most seventh graders have 
found a new route to school. For some, the 
commute is long. “Before, I walked. Now, 
I take the subway,” commented Ian Riding, 
“I like it, but it takes at least 30 minutes.” 
Many others would also rather go back to 
the days when they’d walk or take a car 
home.
 Most BSGE students can spot 
new 7th graders simply from the size of 
their backpacks.  The enormous size is es-
pecially obvious when you compare them 
to the ones belonging to the seniors sit-
ting just tables away in the cafeteria.  It’s 
as though, over the years the size evolves 
from something that should be considered 
heavy lifting to something practically the 
size of a handbag. 7th grader Ian Riding 
agrees that his bag is way too heavy. “[I 
think it weighs] about twenty pounds. 
I don’t know.”  Gaby Carver has some 
thoughts about the abnormally large bags, 
“I carry around a lot of books, a lot of un-
necessary things.” It seems like it’s only a 
matter of time before they realize that they 
have lockers at their disposal. 
 The new 7th graders have many 
experiences and challenges ahead of them 
and they seem to be adapting well so far.

Michelle Natanzon ‘15

7th graders 
Adapt to new 
challenges

Book review: catching fire 
by SuzaNne collins

 If you enjoyed The Hunger 
Games by Suzanne Collins, you will love 
the sequal, Catching Fire.  This was one 
of the most highly anticipated books of 
2009 and a must read for anyone who read 
The Hunger Games.
 I would highly recomend this 
book to all readers because the story 
and writing style were really interesting 
and it was the kind fo book you can’t 
put down once you start.  Every part of 
the book flowed, fit together well, and 
had a purpose.  Even information that 
seemed pointless or unimportant at the 

time ended up being significant in the 
story.
 In the first book, Katness Ever-
deen goes into the annual Hunger Games 
and is crowned the victor of her district 
along with her friend Peeta.  The sequel 
continues their story.  As the victors are 
settling into their houses in the Victor’s 
Village, they get a visit from President 
Snow.  He lets Katniss know that every-
one could be in danger after her act of 
rebellion against the Capital allowed her 
and Peeta to win the games.  
 The following year it was time for 
the Third Quarter Quell.  The Quarter 
Quells were the Hunger Games that 
came every twenty five years and 

usually came with a unique twist.  That 
year during the Reaping, they decided to 
choose one make and one female from 
each district rather than random twelve to 
eighteen year old.  Katniss and Haymitch 
have their names drawn but Peeta volun-
teered to take one of the places.  You have 
to read the book to find out who will be 
crowned the victor and to see how Katniss 
and Peetal do in the games. 

Cassidy Cravotta ‘15
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 This year’s budget cuts left us 
with a modified science curriculum. One 
of the changes to BSGE’s curriculum is 
the new 9th grade Forensic Science class 
taught by Mr. Laskowski. Before this year, 
9th graders took Regents Physics with Mr. 
Hofer, however, he left the school and 
left BSGE without a Physics teacher and 
without a 9th grade Science class.  Mr. 
Laskowski (who also teaches 7th grade) 
was asked to create a new class to fill the 
void left by Physics.  
 Forensics is not a very common 
subject in other schools so it is surprising 
to see that it was chosen as a new science 
class for BSGE. According to Ms. John-
son, the reason that Forensics was chosen 
as an alternative class was because the 
class “will help students when they take 
10th grade Chemistry, and IB Chemistry 
or IB Biology, as Forensics includes con-
cepts and skills related to both Chemistry 
and Biology.” BSGE hopes to increase the 
number of students who receive the IB Di-
ploma and part of that involves strength-
ening the science base that students have 
before the Diploma Program years. The 
Forensics course is well-reounded in that 

it covers some aspects of Biology, 
Chemistry, Physics and Anatomy, 
making it good preparation for fu-
ture science courses. 
  According to Mr. 
Laskowski, it is not too differ-
ent from the investigations that 
occur in the CSI and other crime 
shows we all enjoy, just with less 
advanced equipment. In Foren-
sics, students will learn to locate 
and analyze different types of evi-
dence found at crime scenes such 
as hair and blood analysis, toxi-
cology, DNA analysis and finger-
printing. Other experiments will 
include analyzing bullet samples, 
doing casts and molds of dental 
impressions and a lot of other sur-
prises that Mr. Laskowski refuses 
to disclose.
 Students see positives in the Fo-
rensics too. Jessica Rae Bodeta, who cur-
rently takes Forensics, says that it is much 
better than Physics because “it takes a 
lot of pressure off to not have to take the 
Physics Regents.” But also admits it forces 
her to “have to cram for the Chemistry Re-
gents.” Students who take Forensics will 
have less of a chance of getting Advanced 

Regents Diploma because they will not be 
able to attempt to take both the physics 
and chemistry regents. 
 Overall, though, the 9th graders 
seem to enjoy it. Another Forensics stu-
dent, Adam Gakin, says that he “definitely 
enjoys the class” and would love to take 
another course in Forensics in the future. 
Even though students enjoy Forensics, 
significantly more than they seemed to 
enjoy Physics, it doesn’t mean that it is 

any easier. According to Jessica, the sub-
ject is fun but it is “definitely going to be 
a challenge [because] Forensic science is a 
mix of everything, so there’s a lot to focus 
on.” 
 Forensics comes with its advan-
tages and disadvantages but may be one 
of the more positive changes that have re-
cently happened to BSGE.

CSI BSGE Style: 
Our New forensics class

 At the end of last school 
year, on June 29th, Mayor 
Bloomberg issued a new decree 
that stated that there would be 
no more bake sales in New York 
City public schools. His main 
intention was to try to lower the 
obesity rates of students, 

but his  
  
  
    
  

 
    

actions are still getting negative 
feedback from many students 
and teachers. Not only did stu-
dents lose their favorite way of 
getting their weekly sweets, but 
also schools are losing money 
that they usually can count on 
from sales. Bloomberg’s efforts 
to control student weight issues 
have resulted with mixed feel-
ings from New Yorkers.
 Bloomberg also 

made the regu-
lation be put 
into action 

near the end 
of school 

last year. 
That 

way, no one 
would really fight for 

their right to have bake 
sales over the summer. As 
students made their way 
back to school this fall, they were 
surprised to hear that bake 
sales had been done away 
with. 8th grader, Julia Ilian 
explains, “The plan to try to 
get kids to eat less junk food was 
a good idea, but it could have 
been handled in a different way.” 
This was the take that many stu-
dents had when it came to this 
issue. Others felt that it hurt and 
helped students at the same time. 
One student said, “Even though 
[banning of] bake sales keeps 
students from getting fast money, 
they can now come up with more 

creative ways that get 
the job done.” Most 
schools will have to 
find a substitute for the 

bake sales.  
This new regulation has also 
come at a very bad time for the 
schools. With the recession tight-
ening school budgets to begin 
with, the loss of bake sales can be 
a big problem. When asked about 
this issue, Filip Martinovic said, 
“When bake sales are banned 
not only does BSGE lose money, 
but so do the charities like Dar-
fur, that we donate to.” Along 
with schools, their sports teams 
are also losing money as a result 
of the lack of bake sales. When 
teams need new uniforms, or to 
rent buses to get to away games, 
the players have to pay their own 
way. The sales used to be a good 
way to earn money quickly and 
now that option has vanished all 
together. 
 Others can see Bloom-
berg’s good intention when he 
first put the decree into use. 
“Stopping bake sales is under-

standable because it is also stop-
ping kids from getting germs and 
things that would make them 
sick from the baked goods,” Se-
nior, Alexa Ouaknine comment-
ed. With the H1N1 virus going 
around, it would be very easy for 
germs to be sold in the form of a 
chocolate chip cookie. Some stu-
dents also feel that there are too 
many bake sales. With two sales 
every week, people just stop go-
ing for lack of interest (and lack 
of money)! Many see that if ban-
ning bake sales makes any posi-
tive difference in students’ lives, 
it will not kill anyone to do away 
with them.
 Even though reports 
have gone out saying that grades 

go up as obesity levels go down, 
there is no real proof that obe-
sity levels are linked to bake 
sales. Any consumption of fatty 
snacks will worsen the obesity 
problem, but by how much is not 
yet known. “If the administration 
is going to try and put us on a 
diet, they might as well start by 
stopping the promotion of fast 
food, like McDonalds,” said one 
desperate student. BSGE advi-
sories will have to cut down on 
the number of bake sales in order 
to comply with the mayor’s new 
command. For the time being, 
schools all over New York City 
will just have to deal with their 
lack of delicious brownies and 
fifty-cent lemon squares.

Mayor bloomberg says, “Let 
them eat cake...not!!!”

Olivia Witting ‘14

Simran vazirani ‘11

“This new regulation has also come at a very 
bad time for the schools. With the recession 
tightening school budgets to begin with, the 
loss of bakes sales can be a big problem.”

Stats on The obesity 
problem from the cdc
• Over 9 million children, age 6-19 
are overweight or obese.
• Another 15% of children aged 6-
19 are at risk of being overweight.
• If you are an overweight adoles-
cent you are 70% more likely to be 
overweight as an adult. 
• The rate of obesity for toddlers 
aged 2-5 has doubled in the past 
three decades.
• Amongst children aged 4 to 19, 
almost 1/3 eas fast food every day. 

• Hispanics have the highest rate of male obesity 
and African American women have the highest 
rate of female obesity.
• Youth that spend at least 60 
active minutes at least 3 days 
a week have a significantly 
lower chance of becoming 
overweight. 
• If adolescents spend more 
than 1 to 2 hours in front of 
the TV or the computer his or 
her obesity risk increases. 
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                After last year’s tough season, 
the boy’s basketball team has been work-
ing hard to redeem itself and improve. 
Each practice has been attended religiously 
by each of the players, and they are eagerly 
awaiting the upcoming season, for which 
they all have high hopes. Last season, ‘07-
’08, was the team’s first year participating 
in the PSAL Boy’s Basketball division as 
an active team. PSAL stands for Public 
School’s Athletic League, which promotes 
student athletics. Their goal is to give stu-
dents opportunities to become educated in 
physical fitness, sportsmanship and disci-
pline. 
 Already having begun practices, 
the boys are clearly putting in the effort to 
have more wins this year, proving that they 
want to succeed this season as a basketball 
team. On a weekly basis the team usually 
has three practices, resulting in each player 
having to balance basketball/their athletic 
schedule on top of school work and fam-
ily. Mr. Anderson, coach of BSGE Sting, is 
very optimistic about the boys’ potential to 
succeed this time around because he knows 
this season’s hard work and dedication will 
lead to wins. Even though there will be 
some obstacles in the way, such as study-
ing for exams, homework assignments or 
extended assignments on top of having to 

make the time to practice, the team must be 
willing to cope.
 According to player Kris Keso-
glides, “The team last season was mainly 
a group of friends rather than a basketball 
team.” As much as friendship is important 
in playing basketball, it must come second-
ary to concentration, hard work, and skill. 
The more practice time the boys have, the 
better the team will be in the long run. If 
the boys keep their heads in the game and 
stay dedicated throughout the season, their 
record may see considerable improvement. 
Mitchell Springer, a junior player on Sting, 
feels the team did not have on-court chem-
istry last season. Ninety percent of the team 
graduated last year, and this loss of  play-
ers was tough because they contributed a 
lot of effort and skill. Even though former 
players such as Vincent, Jahan, Taylor, and 
Justin have graduated, Sting still has the 
ability to compete and win. 
 The addition of new players this 
season will give the team a new chance 
to prove themselves. Rudy Fuzaylov, new 
player to Sting, says “Everyone contributes 
to the team, but I am the straw that stirs the 
drink. With that being said, these are some 
of the finest basketball players I have ever 
been around.” According to Mr. Anderson, 
“If we experience the same dedication this 
year as we did three years ago, we will be a 
big surprise in the league!” We wish BSGE 
Sting a lot of luck.

amy augello ‘11 and han-
nah mcfadden ‘11

Boys basketball 
team tries again

 Mr. Freddy Giraldo is the new 
Spanish teacher here at BSGE, teaching 
7th, 8th and 10th grades. This is his 11th 
year teaching overall, his last seven spent 
working in Manhattan, the previous three 
at Christopher Columbus high school in 
the Bronx.  
 Mr. Giraldo originally studied 
travel and tourism in his native country, 
Colombia.  Teaching Spanish in Astoria, 
Queens (NYC) was not even a thought in 
his mind but after he finished his degree 
in Colombia he came to America to study 
the English language for two years in or-
der to get a good job.  He enjoyed his time 
in the US enough that he stayed perma-
nently.  After making the decision to stay 
in the US, Mr. Giraldo explains, “I fell in 
love and then I went back to college and 
I discovered that I like working with stu-
dents and kids.” 
 Though he never taught middle 
school students before, Mr.Giraldo says, 
“I like the students very much. I have a 
connection with my classes and students 
so I enjoy them.” 
 His students also have had a 
unique experience in his class.  He fo-
cuses on teaching about Latin Ameri-
can traditions in addition to teaching the 
Spanish language.  Recently, he decorated 

the library to represent 
the traditional Latin 
American celebration 
of “Dia de los Muer-
tos,” the Day of the 
Dead, to give his stu-
dents a richer experi-
ence.  Mr. Giraldo also 
spends time singing to 
his students in class. 
“Sometimes kids come 
into first period sleep-
ing, so if I make class a 
little lighter they wake 
up and get a little mo-
tivation.” Mr.Giraldo 
admits though, that it’s 
not one of his strengths. 
“It’s a challenge,” he 
said, about the school 
in general, “but it’s a 
lot of fun.”
 Outside of 
school, Mr Giraldo 
says, “I like to spend 
time with my family 
and give them quality 
time so when I’m home 

I don’t do anything related to work…after 
I leave the building I have a different life.”  
Mr Giraldo is married and has a five-year 
old son named Sebastian, who dressed up 
as a Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtle for Hal-
loween.    
 He also has many hobbies that 
occupy his time outside of school. He en-
joys reading a good book, cleaning, and 
even shopping.  Mr. Giraldo’s real pas-
sion though, is for travel.  He has trav-
eled all over the world but still has the 
desire to travel more.  “I would like to go 
to Argentina, Africa, India, and Japan.”  
One country that he thinks that everyone 
should see is Cuba, where he visited two 
summers ago.  His love for travel was 
inspired by another one of his hobbies: 
collecting postcards.  You can see them 
lining the walls of his classroom, differ-
ent ones from all over the world.  He first 
started collecting postcards because his 
father used to send them to him from all 
over the world as a member of the Colom-
bian Marines.  He now collects post cards 
from the places he travels to.  If he won 
the lottery, he told us he wouldn’t stop 
teaching, but he would travel even more. 
“I guess I would [also] buy a big house in 
the Hamptons, because I enjoy the Hamp-
tons. I would invite my students over there 
and I would invite Mr. Lakhaney with his 
family and the other money I would put in 
a bank for my child’s education.”  

Bsge’s new 
Spanish teacher

by Michelle Natanzon 
‘15, lydia stetson ‘15 and 

marcos delgado ‘15

closer to my area. It would 
be impossible for me to 
commute from Bayside to 
Astoria every single day, 
and as I had no other way 
to commute other than my 
mom and her Toyota, I was 
forced to change schools 
unwillingly.
          The next day, my 
parents and I, went to the 
transferring agency at LIC 
and explained the situation 
to the educational admin-
istrators. In the end, I was 
transferred to Bayside High 
School, only three blocks 
away from my house.
 The First day 
of school finally came. It 
came a bit late in the year, 
and I found myself walk-
ing down a long unknown 
hallway, with the guidance 
counselor as my only source 
of encouragement. Gym 
first period, then history, 
then chemistry, lunch, and 
finally math. In a nutshell, 
those were the most awful 
and unbearable school peri-
ods I had ever experienced 
in my life. Have you ever 
had that gut feeling that you 
have done something truly 
wrong? That is exactly how 
I felt right after my first day 
at Bayside High.
             It wasn’t only the fact 
that the teachers complete-
ly ignored my existence 
and used the most obnox-
ious attitude against me for 
no reason, or the fact that 
to me, the school had sud-
denly been enlarged to look 

like an endless mansion. It 
wasn’t the fact that I hadn’t 
learned anything within 
those few hours, but the 
scary thought that I knew 
deep down in my heart; I 
would not be able to learn 
as much as I could or ever 
reach my full potential at 
this school. Lost in panick-
ing thoughts, I came home, 
on the verge of a serious 
breakdown. I waited until 
both my parents were home 
to tell them exactly what I 
had planned out in my head 
to say. Even though it was 
the first day of school, and 
my parents objected to 
changing  back to BSGE, I 
was sure that I would never 
belong to Bayside High the 
way I somehow had be-
longed to BSGE.
          It felt strange, that 
I would want to return 
to a school where there 
was such a rigid system 
of studying, school work, 
projects and assignments. 
To a school where there was 
a limited amount of activi-
ties, and not enough space 
in the staircase to walk up 
and down in peace. How-
ever, I knew that I loved 
Baccalaureate as a school, 
and not just because I had 
grown attached to it for the 
three years I had attended 
it. It was the reason for my 
transformation into a better 
student, the reason I had 
achieved so much more 
mentally than I could have 
ever expected from my-
self; it was my motivation 
to move forward in life. It 
just so happened that my 

mom couldn’t land the job 
in Whitestone; it was tak-
en by a more experienced 
teacher in greater need of a 
paycheck. I was extremely 
thankful that  I had a valid 
excuse to go back to BSGE 
and off we went to the 
transferring agency. Again.
           But, first we stopped 
by BSGE to talk to the 
guidance counselor, Timo-
thy David Lang, who pa-
tiently listened to what 
happened and helped us 
enormously. With a writ-
ten recommendation letter 
from Tim, a bit of delibera-
tion, and some emotional 
pleading I got the chance 
to be readmitted back to 
BSGE. If there is one thing 
I learned throughout this 
entire experience, it’s that 
you have to learn how to 
block out everyone else’s 
voices and opinions regard-
ing your choices,  and learn 
to listen to your inner self. 
Never disregard your true 
emotions and always fol-
low your instinctive feel-
ings when it comes to mak-
ing an important change in 
your life. For those of you 
who think I should have 
stayed at Bayside High for 
multiple reasons, I have 
one thing to say: BSGE 
offers something no other 
school can ever guarantee, 
and that is the feeling of 
connection with a home, 
a family, and most of all a 
sense of intellectual under-
standing, not only through 
learnung facts, but through 
the analysis of ideas, and  
of one’s own self.

Continued 
from page 3

‘I left bsge and wanted back in’
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Chris Potter: Quite 
the Crusader

Mr. Chris Potter, current English 
and Theory of Knowledge teacher, 
is a former Holy Cross collegiate 
basketball player.

First things first: who offered you 
scholarships to come play for their 
schools?
No that many in the end . . . I 
whittled down the schools that I was 
not interested in and that were ac-
tively recruiting me . . . Holy Cross, 
Fordham, North Carolina.  I was 
recruited, although they don’t offer 
scholarships, by both Princeton and 
Brown.

A few of those names definitely 
stick out—so why Holy Cross?
I had an interest in going to Holy 
Cross before the whole recruiting 
process started.  When it came right 
down it, I thought I might as well 
use the scholarship opportunity to 

go to a school I 
really want to go 
to anyway.

You are certainly 
a tall man at 
6’4”, but play-
ers today are 
even bigger. How 
do you think 
the game has 
changed over the 
years?
When I look at the 
current game, I 
just see, physical-
ly, the differences 
in terms of body 
building . . . When 
I played, the 
general body type 
was very tall and 
thin.  You have 
to be so much 
stronger today; in 
the 70s that wasn’t 
a requirement.

Today’s game 
is full of athleti-
cism—ever had 
the privilege 
of dunking on 
somebody?
In college I only 
dunked the ball 
once, and that was 
on a fast break.  I 

wasn’t a great leaper to begin with . 
. . But I’ve never felt the humiliation 
of having someone dunk on me.

What was your most memorable 
moment in college?
When I was a junior, Holy Cross 
was in the ECAC (Eastern College 
Athletic Conference).  The New 
England region held a tournament 
each year, and the winner moved on 
to the NCAA tournament.  At the end 
of the year we won the regional, and 
I hit what was basically the game-
winning shot.

You were the ‘Crusader of the 
Year’ in 1978.  Tell me about that.
It’s the athlete if the year from Holy 
Cross . . . it’s no big deal.  To be 
honest, I’m happier being in my high 
school’s Hall of Fame.  It meant 
more to me.

Drafted in the 5th round by the 

Atlanta Hawks; how did it feel to 
have your name called?
I was assuming for it to happen; it 
was just a matter of what round.  It 
wasn’t the primary focus in my life 
at the time.  I had worked so hard on 
basketball in college, but I never re-
ally saw myself as an NBA player.  I 
was more interested in literature and 
the arts at the time.

You were in the same draft class 
as Larry Bird.  Looking back, is it 
surreal at all?
I was aware of it, but at the time I 
had never heard of him . . . I wasn’t a 
fan of college basketball while I was 
playing.  I really didn’t follow it that 
closely; I just didn’t enjoy watching.

Is there anything that you would 
have done differently? Do you miss 
it?
No, I really don’t, and I pretty much 
stopped playing after getting back 
from Europe [after being drafted].  I 
just let it go totally.

Fast forwarding a bit, as our girls’ 
basketball coach, what is your 
fundamental coaching style?
We’re very fortunate to have a lot of 
dedicated and experienced players.  
Obviously we have some limita-
tions, we run more basic offensive 
and defensive systems.  Our talented 
players allow us to compete without 
such a strict degree of organization.

How has your career in its entirety 
influenced the way you coach now?
In college, I played on a squad that 
was very team-oriented, with no 
single superstar or anything.  And to 
a certain degree, so did the demeanor 
of my college coach—who was not 
overly emotional or a hot head.  I 
think I’m similar on the court.

Do you have a favorite drill at 
practice?
It would have to be the three-man, 
full court weave.  It has benefits in 
all areas: it improves conditioning, 
passing, and helps with understand-
ing court position.

Just one more: when can we antici-
pate a comeback?
[Laughs] Right after a couple knee 
replacements.

Photo Credit:  www.we-are-crusaders.blogspot.com

Evan Badler ‘10

Upcoming Lady Sting Games, Come Show 
Your Support!

12/3/2009 Grover Cleveland
12/8/2009 Frank Sinatra School 

Of the Arts
12/11/2009 Academy of Ameri-

can Studies
12/15/2009 HS For Construction
12/17/2009 Information Tech HS
12/22/2009 Queens Vocational
1/5/2010 Newcomers
1/7/2010 Flushing

1/12/2010 Robert F. Wagner Jr
1/18/2010 Grover Cleveland
1/19/2010 Frank Sinatra School 

Of the Arts
1/21/2010 Academy of Ameri-

can Studies
2/2/2010 HS For Construction
2/4/2010 Information Tech HS
2/9/2010 Queens Vocational 
2/11/2010 Flushing

How Lady 
Sting stands 
This season 

Wins losses
Region standings 
from last year

2010 official roster

Forecast for the 
first Few Games
12/3- Grover cleveland
GC held first place last year with 14 wins and 2 losses. 
At the beginning of last season BSGE lost to them by 17 
points and then later in the season Lady Sting lost again, 
but only by 9 points. GC has a strong roster filled with 
powerful Juniors. Predicted: LOSS
12/8- Frank Sinatra
Last year, Frank Sinatra was one spot lower on the stand-
ings than BSGE, They lost a portion of their 2009 roster 
and their stronger players, the Ferrara sisters, average 
significantly fewer points per game than BSGE’s stronger 
players. Predicted: WIN
12/11- Academy of american studies
AAS was ranked second in the region last year. However, 
they lost four seniors, including their point guard and star 
player, Kaitlin Fitzgerald. This year they have a relatively 
new roster with 7 freshman and only one senior.  WIN

2 1

lead in the fourth quarter, 
however, easing up on the 
defense once they thought 
they had a considerable 
lead. They scored only 9 
points in the 3rd while al-
lowing the Lady Lions to 
score 8.  
 The final score 

was 49-26, with Lady 
Sting taking the win. Each 
player on the team scored 
at least one basket during 
the game, making it a mor-
al victory as well. Lady 
Sting started off its season 
with a winning record, and 
hope to have many more 
victories the rest of the 
way.

Lady Sting 
Starts 
with a win

Continued 
from page 1



 During the school year it’s extremely common 
for students, especially those from BSGE to feel over-
whelmed and stressed out as a result of the excessive load 
of homework they are assigned. In addition, students are 
faced with the responsibility of managing their after-
school activities. In order to make the school year more 
manageable, here are 5 ways to handle the stress: 

• Planning/Time management: Using an agenda to orga-
nize your work and activities can be very helpful! Just as 
Jim Rohn, a top personal development teacher says, “if 
you fail to plan, you plan to fail”. However, the key to 

this is following through with your plans!
• Setting aside leisure time: It’s 

important to give yourself a couple 
of hours a week to relax and do 

something fun.
• Exercise: Engaging yourself in 

a physical activity, such as playing a sport 
or enrolling in a yoga class, is a great way to 

relieve stress.
• Sleep: Sleep is one of the keys to success. 
You should give yourself a good 8 hours of sleep per 

night in order to feel bright and 
refreshed the next day.

• Listening to Music: Listening 
to music is a way to relax and 

get your mind of the burdens in 
your life. Try it out!
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 I began writing this 
article with the full inten-
tion of providing an unbi-
ased, objective review of 
Obama’s first year in the 
White House.  As I began 
doing research and once 

my brain started functioning normally from whatever state 
it had been operating in before, I realized that this would 
be impossible.  This is because different people say that he 
has done different things.  For instance a majority of the 
far right Republican Conservatives believe that he has de-
stroyed the economy, taken away all of our freedoms and 
that he is a fascist planning to euthanize all of our grand-
parents.  However the left wing liberal democrats will tell 
you that Obama has done nothing at all.  They (I) am upset 
that he has not come across harder on many issues other 
than healthcare, and just how effective the healthcare re-
form will be is questionable as 
well.  One year is not enough to 
judge a president, but it is enough 
to start forming some opinions 
as both the radical right and the 
radical left have already pointed 
out numerous times.  I am deter-
mined to try to stay as objective 
as possible.  So here it is, 2009, a 
year in review.
 What has changed since 
2009?  What has president Obama 
done?  There is only one way to 
address this question and that is 
to look at specific issues individu-
ally and from there, try to draw 
a generalization, which may be 
impossible in the end.  
 One issue that many 
Americans are concerned about is 
the economy.  The economy, that 
rollercoaster much scarier than 
anything I have seen at Six Flags, 
has been the source of chaos in 
Americans’ lives since late 2008.  
Many right wingers will attack 
Obama on this issue, claiming 
that he has gone about handling 
this crisis in completely the wrong 
way.  Obama has shelled out hun-
dreds of billions of dollars to keep the banks afloat and this 
has added to the national debt.  But wait one second.  In 
late 2008, Obama was not even president yet.  That office 
still belonged to a certain George W. Bush.  Furthermore, 
as many mistakes as Bush may have made, I would not say 
that he was responsible for the recession we are suffering 
from, though he had ample time to prevent it.  No, to un-
derstand the source of our wretched economy you would 
have to go back over half a century ago to the invention 
of the credit card.  Others say that the crisis started with 
Ronald Regan and his deregulation of the market.  Others 
still, claim that it was Clinton who failed to pass credit and 
mortgage legislation.  Few would attribute it to Bush and 
even fewer to Obama.
 It is important to understand this because it is 
unfair to blame Obama for not responding appropriately 
to a problem he didn’t create.  There were two options at 
the beginning of this whole mess; let the banks go under, 
or keep them afloat.  We chose the latter, and whether it 
worked or not will not be clear for years.  It is far too early 
to call the outcome.  Liberals will tell you the state of the 
economy is not Obama’s fault and that they (I) have been 
right for years.  People are greedy and deceiving and will 
do anything, no matter how destructive, so long as they 
benefit from it in the immediate future.  But everyone is en-
titled to his/her views and there are those who believe that 
Obama has singlehandedly doomed the country by adding 
to the deficit, the same deficit which seemed to pose no 
threat whatsoever when it was being built up thanks to a 
“dirty little war.”
 That brings us to point number two, the war in 
Iraq.  It is hard to believe that this war is still going on, 
but it is.  However, according to CNN, Obama announced 
to Congressional leaders last Thursday that he is planning 
to have all troops out of Iraq by August of 2010.  Having 
studied the Vietnam War, only briefly, I am quite distrust-

ful of troop withdrawal deadlines; after all, the first time 
the war in Iraq was proposed politicians promised that it 
would take only a week.  But living in the shadow of Iraq 
all this time was a country that has seen very little attention 
for eight years, Afghanistan.  This is where we “defeated” 
the Taliban, where Osama Bin Laden was hiding out.  This 
was the first place we invaded, shortly after 9/11.  Obama 
has emphasized that we have been fighting the wrong war 
all this time.  Apparently we should have been focusing on 
Afghanistan all along.  But now that we have moved more 
troops into Afghanistan we have begun to see the same pat-
terns that have become so clear and entrenched in Iraq.  We 
can’t win.  The insurgency can always fall back and go 
underground for weeks, months, or years if need be.  Our 
soldiers are constantly being blown to bits by devastating 
car bombs and other IEDs (improvised explosive devices).  
I need to break now from the “objective” view I have tried 
to hold through this whole article for just a second.  We 
cannot win guerrilla wars in Asia, and the sooner our gov-
ernment and the hawks understand this, the fewer   
   American soldiers and innocent 

civilians will die.  Over the past 
half a century we have fought 
in Korea, Vietnam, Cambodia, 
Kuwait, Afghanistan, Iraq, Af-
ghanistan again and Iraq again.  
In none of these wars have we 
come out having actually reached 
some pre-established goal, with 
the possible exception of the first 
time we went into Afghanistan in 
an attempt to help them fight off 
the Soviets.
 Returning to objectivity, I 
would say it is at least reason-
able, if not necessary, for Ameri-
cans to be skeptical about any 
new or expanded wars we com-
mit ourselves to.  That being said, 
at least Obama is more transpar-
ent about his intentions that Bush 
ever was.  It is my belief that 
Americans who follow politics 
and foreign policy know more 
now than at any point during the 
Bush administration.
 Obama has made one definitive 
commitment: healthcare reform.  
It seems he is truly determined to 
fix our healthcare system and it is 

about time.  All through Europe people enjoy free or low 
cost healthcare.  They are taxed more, but many of them 
never see a medical bill in their lives.  We are not ready to 
make any such change.  But the first step is a public option, 
which Obama is intent on providing.  That is the first step.  
I wrote in depth about the issue of healthcare in the previ-
ous issue of the Bacc Rag, so I will not go into great detail 
here.  Suffice it to say that House passed its version of the 
reform bill, and the Senate is expected to pass its version 
before the New Year.  It seems that healthcare reform may 
actually become a reality.  If it does that will be the biggest 
change that Obama has instituted since his inauguration.
 There are many other issues that the Obama Ad-
ministration has been stagnant on.  Gay and lesbian rights 
have not come far.  Prisoner treatment is still abominable in 
many facilities.  Most rehabilitation programs for drug ad-
dicts are jokes.  There has been no real effort to fix climate 
change as the US has still failed to sign any international 
agreements.  We still torture and harass people without giv-
ing them the right to any due process of law.  These issues 
and many more remain in the background while war, the 
economy and healthcare make the front pages.
 In the end Obama is really stuck between a rock 
and a hard place.  The left wingers want radical change and 
the right wing republicans don’t want anything to change.  
Obama is trying to appease both sides, and though I may 
not necessarily agree with that strategy I admire the fact 
that he is attempting bipartisanship.
 That being said what is the final verdict for 2009?  
Economic growth went up 3.5% last quarter, but that really 
means nothing because unemployment has topped 10% and 
the banks are still recovering from the overdose of fund-
ing we used as a defibrillator to bring them back to life.  
Healthcare may be close to passing, but we still could be 
months away, and lots of issues remain untouched.  What’s 
changed in 2009? Eh, not too much.

On the World
Nathan 

Nikolic ‘11

obama’s first year in office

“There are many 
other issues that the 
Obama Administra-
tion has been stag-
nant on.  Gay and 
lesbian rights have 
not come far.  Pris-

oner treatment is still 
abominable in many 
facilities.  Most reha-
bilitation programs 
for drug addicts are 

jokes.”

 The newfound presence of a rocking chair has 
emerged in both the cafeteria and, more recently, outside 
Mr. David-Lang’s room.  Initially a present from the gra-
cious Ms. Nikkolos, the chair was intended to offer added 
comfort to the ever busy Ms. Johnson.  Fortunately, 
though the rocker does not quite fit in our principal’s of-
fice and students and faculty alike can take a few seconds 
to kick back and relax.
 However, we as BSGEers are faced with an ur-
gent problem: what to call it?  It’s on you all, so let us at 
the BACC Rag know what you think.  And keep it classy, 
Diego.

bsge’s resident 
rocker

5 ways to handle 
stress

 On Wednesday, December 9th, the Parent 
Teacher Association hosted a Holiday Boutique Sale in 
the BSGE cafeteria to raise money. They sold everything 
from jewelry, plants, handbags, food and more. The idea 
behind the sale was to raise money for the PTA while 
giving students the opportunity to get some holiday shop-
ping done. One of the PTA’s main goals is to raise money 
to replace the school’s laptops. The Junior Council also 
sold used books at the sale.

Garage sale at 
bsge?



 December 2009      The Bacc rag

“BSGE’s OFFICIAL BUZZ” - PAge 9

What do you love about your-
self?
 I think the thing I love 
about myself is the thing that I 
also dislike about myself, which 
is, I’m reflective. So I try to think 
a lot about my own feelings and 
thoughts.

What’s your pet peeve? 
 Periods and commas 
outside quotation marks.

What intimidates you?
 I would say people who 
are naturally very extroverted. 
My sister’s that way so my sis-
ter plays a really big role in my 
life. We are opposites but also 
competitive so everything she is I 
kind of wish I were. And I think it 
might work the other way around 
too. 

Is she your older sister?
Yes, two years older.

Would you say that you’re not 
naturally extroverted?
No, I’m not at all. I’m totally an 
introvert. So it is kind of surpris-
ing that a teacher doesn’t have to 
be extroverted to teach. 

If you were on a deserted island, 
what BSGE teacher would you 
want with you, and why?
I think it would have to be Mr. 
Lakhaney because he makes me 
laugh more than any other teacher 
here. And that’s saying a lot, since 
your teachers are actually pretty 
hilarious, they just don’t show it 
to you.

Whom do you admire?
I admire my father a great deal. I 
think he has a really strong sense 
of ethics that he puts into practice 
even when it’s not in his inter-
est. He’s certainly not perfect and 
that’s one of the things I could 
always count on. That no matter 
what the situation was I knew he 
would always do, he will always 
do, the right thing. 

What does he do?
He’s a doctor. He’s a gastroenter-
ologist [a doctor that treats prob-
lems with the digestive system]. 
So, like I said, I’m not sure he has 
the best bedside manner or that 
he’s the most polite person in the 
world in terms of delivering the 
information to the patient but he’s 
a very good person. I think that’s 
had an effect on me.

What do you waste your time 
doing?
Oh this is kind of embarrassing. 
So, I’m a huge dog lover and 
there’s this website called “The 
Daily Puppy,” have you ever 
heard of it? [Laughs] So you post 
pictures of puppies everyday and 
I love dogs. My husband calls it 
puppy porn. That’s probably what 
I waste most of my time doing, 
looking at pictures of puppies and 

sort of “ooo-
ing” and 
“ahhing” at 
them. 

Do you have 
a puppy?
I don’t. We’re 
actually in 
the process 
of trying to 
buy a new 
apartment so 
we can get a 
dog. 

What do you 
love think-
ing about?
Oh, I have 
such a dis-
appo in t i ng 
answer. I 
love think-
ing about, 
well it’s tie 
actually, I 
love think-
ing about lit-
erature, par-
ticularly the 
text that I’m 
writing about 
or teaching, 
and I actually really love thinking 
about my students. I think about 
them all the time. I talk about 
them all the time, with other peo-
ple. I think students are so inter-
esting and complicated and I like 
to try to figure them out. They’re 
like literary texts actually. Really 
complex. 

Why do you like literature so 
much?
I think the idea of trying to come 
up with as elegant and convinc-
ing an interpretation as possible 
yet within a set of fairly strict 
rules, meaning the text, is a chal-
lenge that I really enjoy.  I think 
it’s kind of similar to basketball, 
because there are rules and you 
try to put together the most ele-
gant plays within those rules, and 
I think interpreting literature is a 
very similar exercise.

Do you like to write as much as 
you like to read?
I used to write a lot but I think 
when I got to college I met so 
many talented writers that I real-
ized that if my strength was more 
in analyzing literature, that’s what 
I should stick with. But writing is 
very important to me and in col-
lege I ran the literary magazine so 
it’s still important but I don’t have 
a lot of time to do it anymore.

Which stereotypical high school 
categories would you fit into?
Oh.  I was the most bizarre hy-
brid. Okay, so on the one hand 
yes, I was the Asian female nerd, 
no question, not going to lie about 
that.  I did very well in school but 
I also got in trouble a lot. I won’t 
say exactly what happened but 
I was certainly not a good girl.  

Let’s just say when the colleges 
asked you if you’ve ever been 
suspended from high school, on 
the application they ask you that, 
I did have to check yes.  But that’s 
all I’m saying.

What is something you can’t 
live without?
Public radio, actually [Laughs].
NPR? 
Yes.
Why?
When I was 
growing up I 
wasn’t allowed 
to listen to any-
thing else. We 
weren’t allowed 
to turn the radio 
dial up to any of 
the pop music.  
So I absolutely 
hated it but it 
was background 
noise all the 
time.  And defi-
nitely in some 
of the toughest 
periods in my 
life listening to 
public radio, lis-
tening to people 
think about things, or talking 
about things about which I have 
no awareness or understanding 
was a nice release.  It helps you 
get away from yourself and try 
to remember that there are other 
things going on in the world, be-
yond your own personal drama.  
It’s a nice escape, the people are 
real and they’re flawed but they’re 
interesting. I’ve probably spent a 
lot of time listening to public ra-
dio.
You are a nerd. 
[Laughs] I know.

If you weren’t a teacher what 
would you be?
 If I could do my life 
over again—I’m going to inter-
pret your question that way—I 
think I would have gone into the 
sciences, actually. My sister is a 
scientist and so my teenage think-
ing was, “well I’m going to be 
whatever my sister is not so I’m 
going to be an English person or a 
humanities person,” but I think in 
the end, when I think about what 

class I really 
loved and 
what still re-
ally captures 
my interest 
it would be 
someth ing 
in the area 
of Biology. 

What is one 
life experi-
ence that 
taught you 
a lot?
 I think 
it would 
have to be 
teaching at 
San Quentin 

State Prison. It taught me a lot 
about what’s worth while in life. I 
think while I really enjoyed inter-
preting literature, which is what I 
was doing when I was at Berke-
ly, doing my PhD, [which was] 
very rewarding and wonderful 
[but] there’s what you enjoy and 
what’s worthwhile. And I think 
I learned from teaching at San 
Quentin that what’s worthwhile 
to the world as a whole, not just 
to me, is, for me, the right deci-
sion. So there are days, like in the 
winter, when I’m walking to work 
and the sun isn’t even out yet, and 

I’m the only person walking in 
Union Square, that I feel so lucky 
that I have such a wonderful job. 
I work with such wonderful peo-
ple and I actually really love my 
students and I feel that’s [an un-
derstanding] I wouldn’t have had 
if I hadn’t taught at San Quentin 
State Prison. I realized that serv-
ing other people is actually the 
most satisfying thing you can do. 

Would you rather lick the caf-
eteria floor right after fourth 
period or stick your hand in the 
second floor girl room’s toilet, 
but a random one and you’re 
blind folded? People have a 
problem with flushing in this 
school so…
Oh is that right? I think I would 
rather stick my hand in the toi-
let, and here’s why: you’re not 
ingesting anything in that way 
and I could just soak my hands in 
Purell for a couple hours and then 
I’d feel okay. But the idea…no, 
no ingestion of anything.

Where do you feel at home?
That’s a good question.
It was inspired by your English 
class.
I feel at home… I live in a loft and 
so our bedroom is sort of raised 
and you have to climb some stairs 
to get up there but you can still 
see Broadway from the huge win-
dows in the loft area. And when 
I’m up there in the bed and—I go 
to bed much earlier than my hus-
band does so I make him tuck me 
in [laughs] because, we don’t get 
to spend a lot of time together—
so when we’re up there and we’re 
sort of talking about our days, 
that’s when I really feel at home, 
and I’m about to go to sleep. It’s a 
great feeling

Teacher of the month: 
Ms. Connie You
jolijt tamanaha ‘11

Ms. You at Big Sur in California. 
Photo credit:  Ms. You

“So you post pic-
tures of puppies 
everyday and I 
love dogs. My 
husband calls 
it puppy porn. 

That’s probably 
what I waste most 

of my time do-
ing...”
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 For those looking to get away from home, but 
not find themselves permanently in debt, SUNY is 
the way to go. The total annual tuition, with room and 
board, is $19,250. This is approximately $30,000 less 
than the average private university or college. Bing-
hamton and Geneseo are considered the “ivy-leagues” 
of the SUNY system, which has gained immense rec-
ognition in years past. For students looking for a great 
education at a strikingly affordable price, the SUNY 
system is definitely a match. Other notable SUNY’s are Buffalo, Cortland, Al-
bany, Stony Brook and New Paltz.
 Many students applying to the prestigious Cornell University will be 
surprised to learn that Cornell has a SUNY branch as well. The ivy-league 
university has four state colleges: Agriculture & Life Sciences, Human Ecology, 
Veterinary Medicine and Industrial & Labor Relations.

How’s About College?
Where will you get the most 
bang for your buck?
Students who are looking for the right school or degree might be interested in 
looking at www.payscale.com. PayScale collects salary reports from alumni 
and then reports which colleges and degrees have the highest median starting 
and mid-career salaries. Apparently students graduating from Dartmouth have 
the highest median mid-career salary at $129,000. Aeronautical engineers also 
make the “annual par for Bachelors graduates without higher degrees” at a mid-
career median of $109,000.

The Best of the Bunch
Which colleges eat well, live 
well and party well

 When the task of applying to college is finally upon you, there are some 
major aspects to think about.  According to an article on suite101.com, although 
it cannot stand alone, your high school GPA is an important point that colleges 
look at when they review applicants. Both your GPA and SAT/ACT scores are 
suggestions to colleges of your success as a student.  Colleges are as interested in 
your academics as they are in your extracurricular activities. If you are involved 
in your high school’s sports team, newspaper, or student councils, colleges look 
at this involvement as a building of certain vital life skills. These skills can in-
clude leadership, respect, teamwork, and integrity. 
 Volunteer and community activities have become an important point that 
colleges look at. Along with how active you are in school and your commu-
nity, colleges have begun to look at minority and generation statuses to ensure 
balanced student body.  Recommendations and essays/statements have become 
pressing aspects of the college application process. 

In Short, What do colleges look 
for in an applicant?

Act test and Registration days

Best Classroom Experience
1. Pomona College
2. Reed College
3. Wellesely College
4. Stanford University
5. Franklin W. Olin College of Engineering

Great College Towns
1. Columbia University
2. George Washington Univer-
sity
3. Barnard College
4. Eugene Lang College The 
New School for Liberal Arts
5. University of San Francisco

The Top Party 
schools 
1. Pennsylvania State Uni-
versity-- University Park
2. University of Florida
3. University of Mississippi
4. University of Georgia
5. Ohio University at Athens

Jock Schools
1. Clemson University
2. University of Florida
3. Pennsylvania State Uni-
versity-- University Park
4. Wabash College
5. The University of North 
Carolina at Chapel Hill

Great College Towns
1. Columbia University
2. The George Washington 
University
3. Barnard College
4. Eugene Lang College The 
New School for Liberal Arts
5. University of San Francisco

Best campus Food
1. Virginia Tech
2. Bowdoin College
3. St. Olaf College
4. James Madison University
5. Eugene Lang College The 
New School for Liberal Arts

Happiest Students
1. Brown University
2. Clemson University
3. Claremount McKenna College
4. Stanford University
5. Bowdoin College

Major Frat and So-
rority Scene
1. Wofford College
2. University of Mississippi
3. Pennsylvania State Univer-
sity-- University Park
4. Transylvania University
5. Birmingham-Southern Col-
lege

Students pack the stadiums
1. Pennsylvania State University-- University 
Park
2. University of Florida
3. University of Michigan-- Ann Arbor
4. University of Notre Dame
5. University of Maryland, College Park

Above rankings all from www.
princetonreview.com

Best Quality Of life
1. Rice University
2. Bowdoin College
3. Claremount McKenna College
4. Washington University in St 
Louis
5. Virginia Tech

Most Beautiful Campus
1. Colgate University
2. Sweet Briar College
3. Mount Holyoke College
4. Scripps College
5. Sewanee-- The University of the South

University of north Carolina- 
At Chapel  Hill

College Highlight:

SAT test and Registration days

does suny work for you?
Top 5 SUNY’s, As Re-
ported by Fiske Guide 

to Colleges 2009:
• Geneseo

• Binghamton
• Stony Brook

• Albany
• Purchase

www.princetonreview.com

Similar Schools: 
Duke University
Wake Forest University
University of Virginia
Clemson University
North Carolina State

middle 50% scores of 
Freshman class:
SAT:
   Critical Reading: 590-690
   Math: 620-700
   Writing: 590-690
ACT:
   ACT: 26-31
   Math: 26-31
   English: 25-31
   Writing: 25-30

Student comment on www.studentsreview.com
I did not have a good freshman year--coming from such a small high school, the transition was more 
than I could handle. It was hard for me to see high school friends, who had chosen smaller schools, 
thriving and loving it right away. I thought about transferring, but didn’t, and it was the best choice I’ve 
ever made. I love it here, and although the coursework is tough (really tough), I am being challenged. I 
now see those same HS friends bored and unhappy with the smaller school setting.

Sports:
Division: 1
Men’s Team: Tar Heels
Woman’s Team: Tar 
Heels
Mascot: Ram

The student numbers:
Total undergraduate admission: 
17,895
Total applicant: 21,543
Total applicants who are ac-
cepted: 7,315
Total accepted students who 
enroll: 3,852

Financial 
aid:
Receiving Aid: 
65%
Average Total 
Package: 
$9,795

$ for one year:
Out of State Tuition: $21,753
On-campus room and board: 
$5,250
Average cost for books and sup-
plies: $1,000
Required Fees: $1,761
Other Expenses: $1,250

Application Dates:
Regular application deadline: 1/15

I’m a high school junior, Where 
and how do I start the process?
 The entire process can be very overwhelm-
ing, especially for juniors. They feel the date, the 
pressure and the decisions approaching and many 
have no idea what to do to prepare. The majority of 
work will be during the spring of junior year and the 
fall of senior year. However, it’s not to early to keep 
it in mind. 
 You can start by going to collegeboard.
com or princetonreivew.com and taking one of their 
surveys. You’ll be asked simple questions, like what 
size university you are interested in attending, and 
the website will produce a detailed list of possible 
schools.
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 Whether change is benevolent 
or for the worse is a topic that has always 
been debated. I personally don’t think 
there is always a right or wrong answer 
but for certain subjects I have an opinion. 
Lately people have been bashing on artists 
for changing their sound, voicing that they 
are sell outs, poseurs, etc. I, on the other 
hand, believe that it is perfectly fine for 
an artist to change their sound or genre. In 
fact, I think it’s necessary in order to be 
considered a successful musician. Writing 
and making music is a learning process. 
Artists discover things they never have 
before throughout their career. We are 
all taught to learn from our mistakes and 
that’s exactly what musicians do. As much 
as I hate to admit it, you actually can ap-
ply some things you learn in school to the 
real world. Who would have thought it?
  Who might these mainstream 
newcomers be you may ask? I think it’s 
pretty safe to say that Lil Wayne is taking 
over the world…Or the radio to say the 
least. I originally associated Lil Wayne as 
solely a Hip-Hop - rapper type, but lately 
he’s been mixing up his style, adding 
guitar and drums throughout the whole 
song, as well as providing a rock aura to 
the songs. His release of the rock-oriented 
album, Hot Revolver, was a fresh sound to 
most. Of course, some of his “old-school” 

fans won’t like it , and maybe even stray 
away from the artist, but I think he’ll do 
even better than when he started. His 
mainstream transition will draw people 
the way a light attracts a moth. 
 Another artist getting bashed 
on for their new pop-sounding album is 
Maryland residents, All Time Low. There 
have been rumors of disappointed and 
angry fans because the band supposedly 
sounds more pop than rock. It’s certainly 
true that the band’s new album, Nothing 
Personal, has a relatively different sound 
to it, but that isn’t something that listeners 
should be able to have a say on anyway. 
If you don’t like someone’s music, simply 
don’t listen to it, that’s all. Don’t go on 
the internet and write a whole blog spill-
ing your little guts out about how it kills 
you to see them sell out. The members of 
the band even stated that the new album 
is a lot different from the first before the 
new album was released. They, as well as 
every other musician, are well-aware that 
they have changed and are perfectly fine 
with that. 
 So the bigger picture here seems 
to be not to judge people and if you don’t 
have something nice to say, don’t say it 
at all. Wow, look at that, another thing 
learned from school put to good use! 

 Rising in the music industry, For-
ever the Sickest Kids has crowds of fans 
attending their shows and chasing them 
down the streets of NYC, and recently at 
the Lions/Packers game this Thanksgiv-
ing. With all they’ve got going for them, 
one would be surprised that it only took 
them about two months to actually get 
their act together; something that usually 
takes other artists at least a good year. 
Forming in 2007, the band came together 
from separate, smaller bands. All of them 
growing up and going to school in Austin, 
Texas, the group of boys had good chem-
istry and much in common.
 Growing up together, making 
music was easy for all of them. Their first 
single, “Hey Britney”, became a hit by 
accident. Cook unknowingly entered a 
small contract on the internet giving his 
band hours in the studio for a fee. So the 
band composed “Hey Britney” not to let 
the money go to waste. 
 Another song that was entertain-
ing and easy to compose was their duet 
with teen queen Selena Gomez. Their duet 

with her, called “Woah Oh”, rose to the 
itunes top 10 singles.  Jonathan had only 
the best to say about his close friend and 
rumored girlfriend. “I absolutely love it!”, 
commenting on her album. His favorite 
song off her album is “by far Naturally”. 
Completely supporting his good friend, he 
plans on doing another collaboration with 
her and with other artists for Forever the 
Sickest Kids’ next 3 albums. 
 Besides working on their grow-
ing singing career, the band has their own 
clothing line out called Credentials. The 
items can be purchased online and even at 
Vans: Warped Tour during the summer.  
 So next in store for the band, 
they’ve got 2 more albums coming out 
and a UK tour with You Me at Six and We 
The Kings. In addition, they’re shooting 
3 music videos for their songs Hip Hop 
Chick, Hawkbot, and What Do You Want 
From Me?, all off their current album, 
Friday.  And to top off that list they’re also 
shooting an episode for the show Silent 
Library on MTV. 

Interview With 
Jonathan Cook

Holiday Crossword 
Puzzle

You’re Under Ar-
rest For... What?

Don’t get caught in a Batman suit in Austrailia. The blue 
heelers (cops) will arrest you for impersonating the Caped 
Crusader.

1.
Not wearing a helmet will also 
get you arrested. 2.

Apparently, committing suicide is also il-
legal. However, it’s not quite clear how they 
can charge someone...

3.

Next time that you doodle or scribble 
make sure it’s not on money. It’s illegal!4.

See a pretty flower? Better not 
pick it! Picking someone else’s 
flowers is not allowed.

5.
One crime most of us are probably guilty of: leaving with some-
one’s pen after using it. 6.

to everything that’s around you,

Close your eyes and listen.
To every single breath that you take.
And cherish each moment you’re awake.

Close your eyes and listen.
To every single beat of your heart.
And acknowledge the true sound of music 
and art.

Close your eyes and listen.
To every beauty within ‘you.’

A poem from 
me to you, 
part 2.

Listen. Words are bitter and so is life.
Don’t live by the words but live by the 
light.
Your heart:
Faint thumps struggling to keep alive.
Even in pitch dark, the left shines bright.

A poem from 
me to you, 
part 1.

You Are 
beautiful. be-

lieve it. 
operationbeautiful.com
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I awoke and told myself
Today I will smile
As much as a 
Young child of two

Today I awoke and said
Today I will frown 
When I really want to 
Burst out laughing and 
Have a fit
Where milk comes out of my nose

As I lay in bed
While the sun came through my 
blinds
I told myself I would
Say hi to a someone
And make their day

As I crawled into bed
In my pjs and covers
With sleep on my eyelids weigh-
ing them down
I told myself
Today was a day that I breathed 
and I lived
When I awaken again
I will have a tomorrow and I’ll do 
what I wish. 
By: sarah diaz

Waking 
Up This I believe...

 Man! A single word used to describe an extraordinary group that has undergone extraordinary change. From the evo-
lutionary break point of the Australopithecus afarensis to Homo Sapiens Sapiens, human progress has continued and we have 
continued to evolve and adapt based on obstacles we’ve faced. This idea of human quality of perseverance to over come is what 
I believe in. I believe that one day, man can reach a never before reached equality. And those humans will break the barriers and 
boundaries that have shackled them and our faith in a better tomorrow will prevail. I believe that humans can strive and visual-
ize farther than what society allows and beyond perceived human limits. As long as knowledge is bestowed upon man, society’s 
and man’s barriers are breakable. The journey into the ether of man’s conscience or even the realm of the unexplored may take 
place. With perseverance comes progress. Man shall once again strive past the obstacles and dogmas that imprisoned our prog-
ress. 
 Although society today is not ready for such a change, it will take a great deal of faith and perseverance. But we must 
get ready for such a change. A change so great that it would be permanent in the scheme of human events and admired as a turn-
ing point in human history. This is a change into equality. 
 When in Maroon a Res, my home village in Lebanon, I was moving through the wreckage of what was once a war 
zone, I could imagine the cries of women, children, and men from not long ago. Returning to the present, I could see houses and 
mosques recently destroyed and in ruins. But as I was looking around I also saw children playing football and people moving 
with their lives as if nothing had happened.  They moved with the ease that the worst was in the past and that all left to come 
in the course of human events is goodness.  I pondered upon the idea of hope that caused such a sight and the resistance and 
defiance of humans against injustice. Walking through the village, I saw the same sight of hope that obstacles would one day be 
overcome and a warm feeling of hope and faith rushed through the my body. I was in the presence of true good, guided by what 
seemed a hand into the darkness moving effortlessly onward. Progress. Hope. Equality. 

what can be 
by Sebastian Ali ‘14

Inspired by the NPR special by the same name, The BACC Rag will ask different guest writers 
to write a piece that conveys what he or she believes, in 500 words or fewer.


