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	 Good	 music,	 lots	
of	 food,	 and	 a	 charitable	
cause.	 What	 could	 be	 bet-
ter	than	that,	right?	Lounge	
Night	 at	BSGE	with	all	of	
the	 mentioned	 factors	 was	
probably	 one	 of	 the	 more	
successful	 BSGE	 events	
this	year.	Tenth	grader,	No-
elle	 Cotti	 with	 help	 from	

Daniella	 Lam,	 organized	
Lounge	 Night	 for	 her	 per-
sonal	project.
	 Katherine	 Ortiz	
hosted	 the	event,	 introduc-
ing	 different	 acts,	 as	 well	
as	reading	her	own	poems.	
The	performances	included	
a	 variety	 of	 performances.	
There	 were	 tenth	 grad-

	 I	would	like	to	extend	a	personal	thank	you	to	the	fol-
lowing	seniors:		Anita,	Katie,	Idan,	Mallory,	Joe	Chan,	Shawntel,	
Linda,	Monae	&	future	BSGE	students:	Esther	Nikolic,	Joan	&	
Joyce	Cheng	for	being	such	fantastic	models.		I	enjoyed	working	
with	each	&	every	one	of	you.		A	special	thanks	to	Adam,	Ka-
tie,	Deborah	(DJ),	Matheas	(MC)	&	Danny	(Program	&	Culture	
Night	Flyer	creator)	for	making	this	show	happen.		Also,	special	
thanks	to	the	PTA,	all	the	parents	&	Mr.	Heine	who	contributed	
food	&	made	Culture	Night	a	true	collaboration	of	parents,	teach-
ers	&	seniors.
- Joyce Soo, PTA Member

Seventh	grader,	Monica	Moreno.
Photo	Credit:	Neyla	Sassi.
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	 Advisory	at	BSGE	
has	 been	 dedicated	 to	 the	
New	 York	 City	 DOE	 cur-
riculum	 for	 HIV/AIDS	 for	
parts	 of	 March	 and	 April.	
This is BSGE’s first year 
teaching	 the	 curriculum.	
All	 six	 grades	 follow	 age	
appropriate	 lessons	 about	
the	virus	and	various	meth-
ods	 of	 prevention.	 Using	
worksheets,	 lectures	 and	
role-playing,	advisors	dove	
into	 the	 curriculum	 during	
everyone’s daily 45-minute 
advisory	period.	
	 NYC	 Department	
of	 Education	 required	 all	
students	 to	 take	part	 in	 the	
HIV/AIDS	 Curriculum.		
According	to	the	DOE	web-
site,	this	curriculum	was	de-
signed specifically by New 
York	City	to	“help	children	
and	adolescents	understand	

the	 nature	 of	 HIV/AIDS,	
methods	 of	 transmission	
and	 prevention,	 and	 ways	
to	support	 friends	or	 loved	
ones	 who	 may	 be	 living	
with	HIV/AIDS.”	
	 New	York	 City	 is	
dubbed	 “the	 epicenter	 of	
the	 HIV/AIDS	 epidemic.”	
According	 to	 the	 CDC	
about	half	all	new	HIV	in-
fections	are	in	people	under	
25 years old and amongst 
high	 school	public	 schools	
almost	half	of	 the	 students	
report	 being	 sexually	 ac-
tive.	 The	 disease	 is	 obvi-
ously	 very	 prevalent	 and,	
with	 one	 in	 four	 teens	 ad-
mitting	to	not	using	a	con-
dom	during	their	last	sexual	
intercourse, the DOE finds 
the	curriculum	is	crucial	to	
our generation’s health. 
	 This	curriculum	is	
taught	 to	 every	 New	 York	
City	 public	 school	 student	
in	the	Kindergarten	through	
12th	grade.	Students	can	be	

opted	 out	 of	 this	 program	
by	 their	 parents.	 However,	
the	DOE	will	not	let	a	stu-
dent	opt	out	of	any	one	of	
these	lessons	except	for	les-
sons	on	prevention.	Also,	if	
a	student	is	opted	out,	then	
their	 parents	 are	 required	
to	teach	them	the	lesson	on	
prevention	at	home.	
	 The	 curriculum,	
though	it	is	called	the	HIV/
AIDS	curriculum,	does	not	
necessarily	 start	 out	 with	
lessons	 on	 sex	 and	 HIV.	
In	 Kindergarten,	 students	
learn	about	the	meaning	of	
health	 and	 germs.	 One	 of	
the	 things	 kindergarteners	
are	taught	is	a	deviation	of	
‘If you’re happy and you 
know it, clap your hands’ 
which goes, ‘If you’re 
healthy	 and	 you	 know	 it,	
wash your hands.’ Later on, 
however,	 the	 Kindergarten	
curriculum	 goes	 into	 de-
fining HIV and AIDS, al-
though	leaving	out	sex.	All	

the	 Kindergarten	 curricu-
lum	 discusses	 is	 that	 it	 is	
transmitted	 through	 blood	
and	is	related	to	“unhealthy”	
practices.	 Throughout	 el-
ementary	 school,	 the	 cur-
riculum	 goes	 into	 making	
healthy	 decisions,	 viruses	
and	how	HIV/AIDS	has	af-
fected	society.	
	 In	Middle	School,	
the	 curriculum	 goes	 into	
details	 about	 the	 immune	
system,	 and	 how	 alcohol	
and	 drugs	 affect	 the	 body.	
The	 high	 school	 curricu-
lum	 goes	 into	 depth	 about	
HIV/AIDS,	 immunity	 and	
the	affects	of	drugs/alcohol	
use.	The	DOE	assures	par-
ents	“that	these	lessons	are	
age-appropriate	and	protec-
tive.”
	 But	 many	 people	
believe	that	this	curriculum	
was	not	necessarily	a	good	
or	helpful	 thing.	One	tenth	
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The BACC Rag-- “BSGE’s Official Buzz”
Advisor: Aly	Lakhaney

Editor-In-Chief: Jolijt	Tamanaha
Contributing Writers and Artists: Jessie	Heller,	Simran	Vizirani,	
Stephanie	Aristakesian,	Sarah	Diaz,	Amalia	Carusone,	Pamela	

Reyes,	Fazla	Rabby,	Thomas	Kozlowski	and	Kelly	Vasilopoulis.
Thank You for Reading and Please Recycle.

watching a film of tragedy
The eighth graders watched a documentary about the Lord’s Resistance Moment (LRA) in the library. The LRA is 
a guerrilla army, founded in 1987, in Uganda and they fight the Ugandan government. The United States considers 
the LRA a terrorist organization, mainly because they’ve violated multiple human rights. In the past 18 years over 
30,000 children have been abducted and forced into slavery, they fight as soldiers in the army. Recently there have 
been a few demonstrations, including one on April 24th. Over 3,000 protestors, including a few BSGE students, 
crossed the Brooklyn Bridge, single file, all attached to a rope, and then camped out in a Brooklyn Park.
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teacher of the month:

ms. milena mihalache
What do you think of the 
kids in your classes? Do 
they misbehave or are 
they generally well-be-
haved?
The	majority	of	 them	mis-
behave.	 Sometimes	 they	
get	 in	 trouble	 with	 me,	
sometimes	I	just	let	it	go.	It	
depends.	

What is the weirdest HW 
excuse you have ever 
heard?
I generally don’t want to 
hear	excuses.	There	are	no	
excuses,	 good	 ones	 or	 bad	
ones.

What were you consid-
ered as in school? (popu-
lar, nerdy, etc.)  
I	was	at	the	top	of	my	class,	
so	I	guess	I	was	academic.	
I	 really	 think	 that	 having	
brains	is	a	lot	more	impor-
tant.

What’s it like having your 
daughter attend the same 
school that you teach at?
I	 love	 it.	 I	 love	 it.	 Actu-
ally, she likes it too. We’re 
happy.

Who is the most influen-
tial person in your life?
That’s a tough one. I’m still 
waiting. I’m still waiting to 
meet that person. I’m al-
ways	open	to	change.

What is your secret to 
keeping your class inter-
esting?
I	 love	 my	 subject.	 I	 think	
it’s probably the toughest 
one	 for	 my	 students,	 but	 I	
love	it.	

Do you believe in love at 
first sight?
I do, but I don’t think it 
lasts	a	very	long	time.	Sci-
entifically they usually say 
it’s about a year and a half 
and then it’s gone. So you 
better	 have	 something	 else	
to	rely	upon.

What’s the best gift you’ve 
ever received? Best gift 
you’ve ever given?
Kids,	both	ways.

What scares you?
Well, I’ve got a variety of 
things,	I	suppose.	Anything	
from	 centipedes	 to	 snakes.	
I’m usually not invading 
animals’ spaces so I would 
appreciate	it	if	they	kept	out	
of	mine.		

What do you do when 
you’re mad?
I	 usually	 scream,	 and	 then	
I	remember	not	to	get	upset	
and then I let it go. I’m not 
upset	 for	 a	 very	 long	 time	
and that’s usually a good 
side	of	things.	That	I	have,	
maybe,	a	short	fuse	but	then	
I don’t hold it against any-
one.	 Like	 I	 could	 be	 mad	

this	 second	 and	 the	 next	
day	 it	 could	 all	 be	 gone.	
Completely	gone.	

What’s a cosmetic you 
can’t live without?
Makeup,	the	whole	thing.	I	
could	do	without	lipstick,	I	
suppose.	Because	that	usu-
ally	wears	off.

What superpower would 
you love to have?
Fly, no, not fly. What do 
they call it in those sci-fi 
movies?	 When	 they	 just	
transport	 you	 from	 one	
place	 to	 the	 next.	 I	 would	
like	 to	 stay	 in	 the	 same	
time. I don’t want to change 
the time necessarily, I don’t 
want	 to	 go	 backwards	 or	
forward.	I	just	want	to	able	
to	 go	 to	 different	 places	
without	buying	a	plane	tick-
et.	I	want	to	close	my	eyes	
and	I	want	to	go	places.			

What’s your favorite 
thing to munch on?
I’m not a big muncher. I’m 
not into snacks, I don’t be-
lieve	 in	 them	 and	 I	 think	
that’s what kind of keeps 
me in shape because it’s 
not	 the	 exercise.	 But	 I	 do	
love ice cream, it’s just that 
I wouldn’t have ice cream 
every	day.		

Are you a blabber mouth 
or a secret keeper?
I	can	be	both.	I	like	to	talk,	
I	 like	 to	 have	 conversa-
tions. I don’t believe in se-
crets	unless	somebody	tells	
you	 that	 you	 have	 to	 keep	
one,	 and	 then	 you	 have	 to	
respect	 that.	 Otherwise	 I	
think	that,	you	know,	things	
do	come	out.	

If you were an animal, 
what would you be?
I don’t like the cold but I 
love	penguins.	I	really	like	
them, so I don’t know. I 
know	they	have	a	tough	life	
and	I	guess	I	would	sign	up	
for	that	just	to	be	one.	

What’s the stupidest thing 
you’ve ever done?
I’ve done many and I’m 
lucky	 I	 never	 got	 caught.	
That’s all I can say.

What’s the meanest thing 
you’ve ever done to any-
one?
Pushed	 them	 away	 when	
they	loved	me.

Did you ever run away 
from home when you 
were younger? 
I	 spent	 two	 hours	 in	 my	
father’s car. And then I got 
cold	 and	 returned	 home.	
That’s as far as I got. 

What do you love about 
yourself? What do you 
hate about yourself? 
What	I	love	about	myself	is	
that I can change. And I’ve 
changed	 and	 I	 was	 forced	

to	 change.	 That	 is	 a	 plus	
because	 you	 have	 to	 have	
the	ability	 to	adapt	and	re-
spond	 to	 situations.	 What	
I	hate	about	myself,	well	 I	
don’t hate anything about 
myself, let’s start with that. 
Something I dislike, it’s 
not about myself it’s more 
about	my	life,	 the	fact	 that	
I	never	have	the	time	to	do	
what	 I	 want	 to	 do	 about	
myself.	So	I	would	love	to	
grow	 in	 all	 ways:	 profes-
sionally,	 emotionally,	 and	
I don’t have the time. And 
that’s something I wish 
someone	 would	 just	 give	
to	me.	

Any advice for us kids?
Respect.	 Respect,	 study,	
understand	that	this	is	very,	
very	short-lived	and	realize	
that	 life	 sort	 of	 like	 kicks	
you	in	the	behind	and	there	
are	different	rules		out	there	
in	the	real	world	and	it	will	
be a shock if you don’t 
open	your	eyes	now.	So	the	
sooner	the	better.	Try	to	un-
derstand	 what	 adults	 have	
to	 go	 through	 and	 empa-
thize	with	them.	Give	them	
respect	 because	 they	 will	
give	it	back	to	you.

If you were stuck on a de-
serted island and could 
only bring 5 things with 
you, what would you 
bring?
Well	assuming	we	had	some	
magic	 way	 of	 being	 able	
to	 charge	 the	 computer,	 it	
would	probably	have	to	be	
a	computer.	Second	of	all	it	
would	be	a	blanket	and	that	
reminds	 me	
of	 Ms.	 Silva	
who	said	that	
she	 would	
bring	 socks.	
I	 get	 cold	
too,	 I	 get	
very	 cold,	
I don’t like 
to	 be	 cold	
so	 a	 blanket	
would	 do.	
Any	 sort	 of	
like	 tools	 or	
knives	 so	 I	
can	 be	 able	
to	 build	 my	
own	 home	
and	 make	 a	
f i re…some	
sort	 of	 way	
to	 be	 able	 to	
have	 smoke	
signals.	 As-
suming	 that	
a	 radio	 is	
not	 going	 to	
work, I don’t 
know.	 How	
long	 am	 I	
staying?	For-
ever?

Are you a 
spender or a 
saver?
Neither	 one.	
I	 spend	 on	
whatever	 I	

want	 to	 spend	 and	 then	 I	
save	 on	 other	 items	 so	 I	
can	spend.	I	sort	of	like	use	
my	brain	when	it	comes	to	
shopping. Don’t just spend, 
because	then	you	have	noth-
ing left. And I don’t just 
save	 because	 that	 would	
make	 me	 depressed,	 high-
ly,	 highly	 depressed.	 I	 use	
shopping	as	a	way	to	make	
me	happy	when	I	need	to	be	
happy. It’s a good tool, for a 
woman.		

You would love to try…
If I wasn’t afraid, scuba 
diving.	 But	 I	 kind	 of	 am	
because	I	used	to	teach	ma-
rine	science	and	I	know	all	
about	 the	 conditions	 and	
the	dangers	 that	you	could	
get	from	depressurizing.	So	
I don’t know, I’m kind of 
scared.	But	I	would	love	to	
see the fish and the aquatic 
life, definitely.  

What’s your biggest ques-
tion about life?
Why	not	forever?

 You wish you could…
Go	 everywhere.	 I	 would	
love	to	travel	and	go	every-
where.	And	be,	and	not	get	
old. I don’t need to travel 
when I’m 85. I mean now, 
while	I	can	walk.

Just say no to…
Drugs.	Absolutely.	 I	 mean	
that’s a biggie for me. I 
can’t have any respect for 
people	who	do	drugs.	And	
even	when	it	comes	to	mu-
sic,	 if	 I	 hear	 that	 someone	
has	 succumb,	 it	 makes	 me	

think	 twice	 about	 the	 au-
thenticity	 of	 their	 work,	
somehow.	It	might	be	a	bias	
but that’s how I think. 

You would love to time-
travel back to…
Given	the	fact	what	women	
have	been	going	through,	it	
would	have	to	be	not	neces-
sarily	the	time	period	that	I	
can	 pin-point	 but	 it	 would	
have to be a society that’s 
more	 like	 matriarchy	 in	
nature…where	 the	 women	
would	 have	 the	 rights	 to	
let’s say property, or the 
rights	 to	 education,	 or	 she	
would	 be	 able	 to	 raise	 her	
own	kids.	I	would	not	want	
to	go	back	at	a	time	where	
women	 had	 to	 stay	 home	
and	 raise	 kids,	 would	 be	
married	 for	 convenience,	
would	 not	 have	 an	 educa-
tion.	 Clearly	 not.	 So	 if	 I	
were	to	return	maybe	to	an-
other	time,	I	would	choose	
to	be	a	male	in	that	sense,	if	
I	had	the	chance.		

Did you ever swallow 
anything by accident as a 
kid?
Yes.	 They	 told	 me	 that	 I	
swallowed	 money,	 coins.	
Because	 I	 remember	 my	
mom	waiting	for	them.	She	
wanted	 to	 make	 sure	 that	
she	got	all	of	 them	back.	 I	
remember	that.	But	all	kids	
do	that,	right?	

What would be hard for 
you to give up?
Youth.	 I	 think	 everyone	
goes	 through	 that	 at	 some	
point.		
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	 The	SOS	Darfur	Walk	hosted	by	the	BSGE	Help-
ing	Hand	Committee	is	an	initiative	to	raise	awareness	and	
an	act	to	help	the	refugees	of	the	six-year-long	genocide	in	
Darfur,	Sudan.		At	Socrates	Sculpture	Park	in	Astoria,	NY,	
teams composed of at least 5 members will participate in a 
day	long	walk	with	a	suggested	donation	of	at	least	$20	per	
member.	Registered	groups	must	have	at	least	one	member	
walking	during	the	walk	hours	9am-6pm.	Team	members	
can	 also	 educate	 themselves	 by	 provided	 documentaries	
and	literature	at	the	event.	To	raise	extra	money,	t-shirts,	
bracelets,	and	plants	will	also	be	sold.	Food	and	entertain-
ment	will	be	provided.

Facts about Darfur
-	Victims	have	lost	family,	homes,	and	lives	in	the	geno-
cide.																																																												
	-	The	Janjaweed,	the	government	supported	militia	group	
are	responsible	for	97%	of	the	killing.	 	 	
- Since 2003, over 400,000 civilians have died.                 
																																								
-	2.8	million	people	have	been	displaced	within	Sudan.	
- 90% of the villages of Darfur’s targeted ethnic groups 
have	been	destroyed.		 	 	 	 	 -	
The	total	amount	of	individuals	affected	by	the	genocide	
is	immeasurable.

What is being done?
-	The	U.N	Security	Council	approved	a	26,000	peacekeep-
ing	force	in	June	of	2008.																				-	There	had	been	
7,000	 African	 Union	 troops	 within	 Darfur,	 which	 have	
been	ineffective.																																		-	The	ICC	has	put	a	
warrant	out	for	President	Bashir.		 	 	 	 -	
The	Sudanese	government	has	strongly	resisted	forces	and	
equipment	being	driven	into	Darfur.

Situations	have	gradually	been	improving	thanks	to	people	
who	have	been	raising	awareness,	donating,	and	joining	in	
Darfur	related	groups.	And	you	can	do	the	same.

JOIN THE SOS DARFUR WALK!

WHERE:	Socrates	Sculpture	Park	(32-01	Vernon	Boule-
vard	Long	Island	City,	NY	11106)				WHEN:	June	,	2009,	
9:00	am	–	6:00	pm				 	 	 	 	 	 	For	more	information	contact	
darfursos.pr@gmail.com
To	register	contact	darfursos.register@gmail.com	

	 Throw	 a	 dark	
empty	 room	 with	 a	 few	
balloons,	even	less	people,	
and	music	together	and	you	
have	Mardi	Gras,	 a	 recent	
BSGE	 dance.	 Although	
students	were	being	 led	 to	
believe	 many	 tickets	 were	
being sold, about fifteen 
people	in	all	showed	up	that	
night.	But	why	is	it	that	the	
number	of	BSGE	students	
that	 attend	 the	 dances	 has	
gotten	so	low?
	 For	 a	 while	 the	
dance floors of the BSGE 
dances	 had	 been	 packed,	
but	 for	 the	 last	 couple	 of	

years,	people	have	lost	 in-
terest,	with	more	and	more	
students	deciding	not	to	go.	
The	boat	dance	used	to	be	
on everyone’s mind, stu-
dents	 looked	 forward	 to	 it	
months	 in	 advance.	 Even	
that,	 however,	 was	 can-
celled	 last,	 due	 to	 lack	 of	
tickets	being	sold.	
Of	 the	 students	 that	 at-
tended	 Mardi	 Gras,	 most	
had	similar	reasons	for	go-
ing,	 Solemia	 Gainza	 says,	
“I	 felt	bad	 for	 the	 seniors,	
apparently	 the	 seniors	
didn’t feel bad because like 
two	 of	 them	 showed	 up!”	
Karina	 Rhem	 agreed,	 as	

she	was	 there,	 “to	 support	
the	 seniors.”	 But	 most	 of	
the senior class didn’t even 
go to the Senior Council’s 
dance.	
	 Many	 students	
however, did not find the act 
of	supporting	the	seniors	a	
strong	enough	reason	to	at-
tend.	Emily	Rose	says	she	
did	 not	 go,	 “because	 they	
don’t plan dances well.”
	 Students	 always	
seem	to	have	their	share	of	
comments	 and	 complaints	
about	 our	 social	 events.	
Solemia	 however	 has	 a	
more	positive	outlook.	She	
believes	 that,	 “if	 everyone	

went	 to	 the	 dances,	 they	
would	 be	 amazing.”	 Peo-
ple	seemed	to	have	lost	all	
enthusiasm	over	the	years,	
but	 perhaps	 by	 getting	
back	 into	 the	 BSGE	 spirit	
everyone	will	adapt	a	more	
positive	outlook	on	it.	And	
students	 should	 remember	
that	the	dances	are	open	to	
everyone,	so	why	not	bring	
some	outside	friends?
	 Prepaps	 the	 or-
ganizers	 should	 be	 more	
excited	about	their	dances,	
the	 students	 may	 follow	
suit.	 Perhaps	 the	 students	
should	give	the	next	dance	
a	chance.	

Jessie Heller ‘11

Editorial: BSGE STUDENTs 
Don’t Dance

ers,	Mark	Bosz	and	Oliver	
Ponce,	 who	 each	 played	
their	 own	compositions	on	
their	guitars.	Michael	Ursu	
sang	 and	 played	 his	 own	
song	on	the	guitar.	His	per-
formance	was	probably	one	
of	the	more	original	and	in-
novative	 performances	 of	
the	night.	
	 Sam	 Levine	 sang	
a	 Bob	 Dylan	 song	 while	
playing	 the	guitar	and	har-
monica.	 Dominique	 Cotic-
chio	sang	and	played	one	of	
her	own	songs	on	the	guitar.	
Monica	 Moreno	 sang	 “A	
Thousand	Miles”	by	Vanes-
sa	Carlton,	while	the	crowd	
joined	in	with	her.	Santiago	
Preciado	 elegantly	 played	
“The	Entertainer,”	a	classi-
cal	piece	on	the	piano.	
	 The	Midnight	Cult	
consisting	 of	 Kristopher	

Kesoglides,	Justin	Hughes,	
Andy	 Catucci,	 Richie	
Pineda,	 and	 Darwin	 Javier	
rocked	 the	 house	 playing	
“When	 You	 Were	 Young”	
by	 The	 Killers.	 Many	
agreed	 that	 the	 Midnight	
Cult	 was	 the	 performance	
most	 hyped	 about	 because	
it was their first public 
performance	 together	 as	
a	 band.	 There	 was	 also	 a	
dance	 done	 by	 The	 Vari-
ety	 Pack	 that	 consisted	 of	
Wasim	 Salim,	 Hkeem	An-
derson,	 Mitchell	 Springer,	
Jonathan	Ibojie,	and	Thom-
as	Romero-North.	
	 The	 night	 helped	
make $425 for the Pestolizzi 
organization,	 which	 raises	
funds	for	schools	in	Africa.	
Noelle	 said	 that	 the	 “night	
turned	 out	 much	 better	
than	[she]	thought	it	would	
have”	 and	 she	 was	 right.	
Lounge	 Night	 was	 a	 huge	
success!		

big acts at lounge 
night

continued 
from pg 1

Students play music, dance and read poetry at BSGE’s first lounge night.
Photo	Credits	Neyla	Sassi	



let’s 
talk

sex

about

baby!! Bed Boogie - Rock the Casbah - Shag - Nail - Bang - Doing It 

In	America,	about	1/2	of all 15-19 year olds 
have	had	sex	a	least	once

17 3/4	
of	teens	have	
their first sexual 
encounter	with	a	
steady	partner.

You	have	a	90% 	
chance	of	becoming	pregnant	within	
a year if you’re a sexually active 
teen that doesn’t use contraceptives. 

9.1 million	new	cases	
of STDs are in 15-24-year-olds every year.

About	1/3	of	preg-
nant	teenagers	have	an	
abortion.

10%	of	
teenage	women	in	
the ages of 18-24 
who	have	had	sex	
before	the	age	of	20	
reported	that	their	
first sex was invol-
untary.

	About	60%	
of	teenage	women	have	
had sex for the first 
time	with	men	1-3	years	
their	senior.

	Among	the	40%	of	
sexually	active	teens,	over	

20%	have	admitted	
to	alcohol	or	drug	abuse.

 8 in 10	
girls	and	

7 in 10 
boys	have	sexu-
al	intercourse	at	
the age of 15.Annually,	teenage	pregnancy	

costs	the	
United	
States	at	
least	

Ways to Show Love 
Without Having Sex

1. Sing him/her a song
2.    Hold each other close
3.    Hold hands
4.    Kiss her/his neck
5.    Write poems to each other
6.    Look each other in the eyes
7.    Share something no one else 
knows about you
8.    Play with each other’s hair
9.    Write your names in a secret 
place

10.    Play footsie
11.    Go to a con-
cert
12.    Go to the 
beach together and 
make a bon fire
13.    Spend time doing nothing
14.    Eskimo kisses
15.    Cuddle
16.    Candle Lit dinner
17.    Make necklaces for each other
18.    Cook dinner with each other
19.    Go on a rollercoaster
20.    Pick a song that describes your 
love. 
-Stephanie Aristakesian ‘11

Sarah Diaz ’11
	 For	 sexually	 active	 students,	 protec-
tion	 during	 sexual	 intercourse	 is	 essential.	
Things	 like	 STIs	 (sexually	 transmitting	 in-
fection),	commonly	referred	to	as	STDs,	and	
pregnancies	can	result	from	not	using	protec-
tion.
	 Although	it	is	the	most	common,	con-
doms	 are	 not	 the	 only	 form	 of	 protection.	
Other	forms	of	birth	control	include	cervical	
cap,	diaphragm,	female	condom,	spermicide,	
and	sterilization	for	both	males	and	females.	
Of	course	the	only	100%	guaranteed	form	of	
protection	is	abstinence.	
	 Some	people	are	unaware	that	multiple	
forms	of	protection	only	shield	from	pregnan-
cies,	but	do	not	include	protection	from	STIs.	
Both	male	and	female	condoms	reduce	your	
risk	 of	 infection.	 Condoms	 breaking	 should	
always	be	taken	into	account	because	this	can	
lead	 to	 pregnancies	 or	 infections.	Any	 other	
kind	of	barrier	protection	defends	against	sex-
ually	transmitted	infections.	
	 Sex	play	is	one	of	the	safest	kinds	of	
sex.	 Using	 protection,	 of	 course	 makes	 any	
kind of sex safer sex.  And don’t forget, use a 
condom	even	with	oral	sex.

protection 
clarification
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STATS On 
teens and sex

7 billion
	dollars.

ABSTINENCE 
Ana Maria Pamela Reyes ‘11
	 According	to	Planned	Parenthood,	
the definition of abstinence varies per per-
son.		Some	people	believe	that	abstinence	
means	not	to	have	genital-to-genital	inter-
course	while	others	think	that	to	practice	ab-
stinence,	one	must	have	absolutely	no	sexual	
intercourse.
	 The	motives	to	practice	abstinence	
vary	per	person	as	well.		In	some	cases,	au-
thoritative	people,	like	parents,	guardians,	or	
older	siblings,	force	the	practice	upon	indi-
viduals.
	 Others	are	bound	by	their	religion.	
One	BSGE	student	admitted	that	the	Bible	
and her devotion influence her abstinence.
Yet	others	practice	abstinence	for	the	sole	
purpose	of	protection	from	STDs	and	preg-
nancy.		Ninth	grader,	Elisavet	Makridis	said,	
“We	should	stay	abstinent	because	your	life	
can	be	completely	changed”	and	that	people	
should	be	“careful	of	HIV/AIDS.”
 However you define the term absti-
nence and it’s motives, it is always a practice 
that	should	be	considered.

Sex Sites
Visit	these	six	sites	for	more	information	
about		sex	or	HIV
http://www.thebody.com/index/safesex.html

http://www.avert.org/young.htm
1.

2.
http://www.iwannaknow.org/

http://www.sexetc.org/

http://www.teensource.org/pages/

3.
4.

5.
6.

Collected by Kristopher Kesoglides ‘11



grader	says	she	believes	that	
“the HIV curriculum didn’t 
give	 us	 anymore	 info	 than	
we	 already	 had.”	 Another	
tenth	 grader,	 Jimmy	 Tur-
turo	 also	 agreed,	
saying	 that	 “it	
was	 mostly	 a	
rehash	 of	 what	
I	 knew,	 person-
ally.”	 For	 most	
high	 school	 stu-
dents,	 it	 seemed	
like	 a	 waste	 of	
energy	because	it	
consisted	of	facts	
they	 already	
knew.	Also,	11th	
grader	 Sophia	
Bourara	 thought	
that	the	HIV	cur-
riculum	 could	
have	 been	 made	
more	 helpful	 if	
“it	could	relate	to	
our	lives	and	ev-
eryday	situations.	It	mostly	
had	 to	 do	 with	 completely	
foreign	 situations	 to	 us.”	
She	also	said	that	“we	were	
barely	 allowed	 to	 ask	 spe-
cific, personal questions 
that	related	to	our	own	cir-

cumstances.”	
	 Ninth	grader,	Nor-
een	 Calin,	 added	 that	 the	
BSGE	classes	preached	ab-
stinence	more	 than	 the	sex	
education	class	at	her	prior	
Catholic	 school.	The	 DOE	
curriculum	 does	 stress	

abstinence	 and	 instructs	
teachers	 to	 do	 so	 too.	 The	
introduction	 in	 the	 cur-
riculum	booklet	says,	“Stu-
dents	 need	 to	 know	 that	
at	 this	 stage	 of	 their	 lives,	
abstinence	 from	 sexual	

intercourse	 and	 injection	
drug	 use	 is	 the	 safest	 and	
most	 developmentally	 ap-
propriate	 choice	 to	 protect	
themselves	 from	 HIV	 in-
fection.”
	 Another	 concern	
is	the	idea	of	teaching	it	to	

5 year olds.  Although, the 
curriculum	with	kindergar-
ten	 students	 does	 not	 talk	
about	sex,	it	still	may	be	too	
much	 for	 them	 to	 handle.	
Sophia	 thinks	 that	 kids	 of	
that	age	are	just	too	young	

and	 “the	 curriculum	 might	
just	encourage	too	much	cu-
riosity	about	sexual	activity	
and	they	are	just	too	young	
to	 have	 the	 capability	 of	
fully	 grasping	 the	 concept	
of	HIV.”	Tenth	grader,	Hea-
jin	Kim	says,	however,	that	
teaching	kids	about	HIV	at	
that age “is perfectly fine 
as	 long	 as	 it	 is	 age	 appro-
priate and not specifically 
about	 sexual	 intercourse.”	
She	also	says	that	it	has	to	
be	taught	more	carefully	to	
kids	of	that	age	and	it	is	up	
to	the	teacher	to	make	sure	
they don’t get the wrong 
idea	of	HIV/AIDs.	
Either	 way,	 we	 are	 re-
quired	 to	 take	 part	 in	 this	
curriculum	since	 the	DOE	
believes	that	it	is	necessary	
for	us	to	study	the	epidem-
ic	because	“research	shows	
that significant numbers of 
young	 people	 still	 engage	
in	behaviors	that	put	 them	
at	 risk	 for	 HIV	 infection.”	
The	 curriculum	 pamphlet	
begins	 with	 the	 inspir-
ing	 words:	 “…we	 hope	 to	
hasten	 the	 day	 when	 HIV/
AIDS	becomes	an	epidem-
ic	of	the	past.”
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HIv/Aids curriculum 
comes to bSGE

‘lol noodz 4 
u plz 4wrd’

	 Sex.	 A	 simple	
idea	but	is	somehow	hard	
to	 teach.	 All	
around	America	
different	 meth-
ods	 are	 being	
used	 to	 teach	
kids	 about	 sex.	
States	have	free	
reign	 to	 decide	
their	own	ways.	
Some	 choose	 to	 preach	
purely	 abstinence	 while	
others broaden students’ 
education	 with	 ways	 to	
practice	safe	sex.
	 Teaching	 absti-
nence	 can	 have	 advan-
tages	as	well	as	disadvan-
tages	that	go	along	with	it.		
Cynthia	Soto,	tenth	grade,	
says,	 	 “It	 might	 remind	
kids	 that	 they	 have	 other	
options	 besides	 sex.”		
However,	 tenth	 grader,	
Jackie	 Florio,	 brings	 up	
the	 point	 that,	 “kids	 are	
going	to	do	it	anyway,	so	
teachers	 really	 should	 try	
to	make	it	safe.”	In	many	
states,	 including	 Texas	
and	 Ohio,	 teachers	 make	
abstinence	 seem	 like	 the	
only	 option.	 They	 do	 not	
bother	 teaching	 any	 pre-
cautions	for	pregnancy	or	
STDs,	as	they	see	no	alter-
native	to	abstinence.	
	 Teaching	safe	sex	
can	 also	 have	 its	 advan-

tages	 and	 disadvantages.	
Amy	Augello,	tenth	grade,	
believes,	 “a	 lot	 of	 kids	
don’t realize the conse-
quences	of	sex,	so	sexual	

education	 can	 help	 with	
that.”	 In	 addition,	 Dylan	
Diaz,	 eleventh	 grade,	
thinks,	 “no	 one	 is	 going	
to	 stay	abstinent.”	Teach-
ers	 who	 explain	 safe	 sex	
clarify	 all	 of	 the	 options	
and	 ways	 that	 teenagers	
can	 make	 sure	 they	 are	
having	safe	sex.	This	type	
of	teaching	educates	teens	
on	 how	 to	 make	 smart	
choices,	 without	 support-
ing	sexual	activity.
		 Although	in	New	
York	teachers	are	instruct-
ed	 to	educate	 teens	about	
safe	 sex,	 in	 other	 states,	
sex	education	is	done	very	

differently.	 Students	 are	
taught	that	sex	is	bad	and	
that	it	is	a	horrible	task	for	
teens	 to	 perform	 before	
they	are	married.	In	Ohio,	

students	 are	 not	 offered	
condoms	 and	 sometimes	
not	even	taught	about	 the	
various	 methods	 of	 pro-
tection.	
	 Yet	what	 is	more	
important,	 is	 the	 rate	 of	
teen	 pregnancies	 in	 these	
states.	 This	 can	 show	
people	 which	 method	 is	
more	affective,	abstinence	
or	 teaching	 safe	 sex.	The	
ten	 states	 with	 the	 great-
est	 number	 of	 teen	 preg-
nancies	 is	 Nevada	 with	
113,000,	 Arizona	 with	
104,000, Mississippi with 
103,000,	 New	 Mexico	
with	103,000,	Texas,	with	

101,000	 Florida	 with	
97,000,	 California	 with	
96,000,	 Georgia	 with	
95,000, North Carolina 
with 95,000 and Arkansas 

with	 93,000	 preg-
nant teens (ages fif-
teen	to	nineteen)	per	
year.		
	 One	 state,	 Mis-
sissippi,	 does	 not	
require	 that	 sexual	
education	 is	 even	

t a u g h t	
at	 their	
schools .	
T e e n s	
m a y	
never	 be	
s h o w n	
the	differ-
ent	 ways	
to	 ensure	

safe	 sex.	 Texas,	 another	
of	 these	 states,	 passed	 a	
law	demanding	schools	to	
teach	abstinence	only.	 	In	
addition,	 schools	 in	 New	
Mexico	 are	 infamous	 for	
their	 weak	 sexual	 educa-
tion	 programs.	 These	 re-
cently	 discovered	 statis-
tics	 all	 point	 to	one	 idea:	
sexual	 educations	 can	 be	
very	 important	 for	 pre-
venting	 teen	 pregnancy.	
Many	 students	 rely	 on	
these	 programs	 to	 teach	
them	 about	 safe	 sex,	 and	
schools must fulfill their 
obligation	to	them.

	 Who	 knew	 send-
ing	text	messages	could	get	
you	in	trouble?	Well,	when	
you’re sending explicit 
p i c t u r e s ,	
videos	 or	
m e s s a g e s	
relating	 to	
sex,	 your	
right	 to	
speech	 be-
c o m e s	
complicat-
ed.	 Teen-
agers	 have	
started	 this	
new	 trend	
known	 as	
“Sexting”.	
T o d a y ’ s 
technology	
has	 opened	
up	 a	 whole	
new	 me-
dium	 for	
typical	 adolescent	 “experi-
mentation”	 which	 may	 be	
more	dangerous	than	many	
teens	comprehend.
	 Eleventh	 grader,	
Alex	 Gutu	 has	 yet	 to	 send	
or	 receive	 a	 “sext”	 mes-
sage.	 	 Even	 so,	 he	 thinks	
people	who	send	these	dirty	
text	messages	are	“stupid”.	
	 Most	 students	
who	were	caught	had	 their	
phones	 on	 during	 school	
and	 after	 getting	 their	
phones confiscated, teach-
ers	go	through	their	phone,	
eventually finding the dirty 
text	messages.	
	 Sexting	 is	 now	 a	
big	 concern	 with	 parents	
and	 schools	 and	 lawyers	
are	responding.	
	 Sending,	 taking,	
receiving	 or	 passing	 along	
a	nude	photo	of	yourself	or	
anybody	else,	under	the	age	
of	 18,	 legally	 falls	 under	
the	 category:	 “child	 por-
nography.”	 And	 possess-
ing	 child	 pornography	 is	 a	
felony	in	the	United	States	
and	punishable	by	jail	time.	
Convicted	 teens	 are	 also	
be	 branded	 as	 sexual	 of-
fenders,	 a	 huge	 blemish	
on	 records	 and	 a	 possible	
problem	when	applying	for	
colleges	and	jobs.	
	 Like	 many	 detri-
mental	 decisions,	 it	 takes	
two	seconds	 to	press	send.	
And you can’t take it back.
	 In	 Pennsylva-

nia	 three	 teen	 girls	 took	 a	
seemingly	 innocent	 photo	
in	 their	 bras	 but	 the	 photo	
quickly	circulated	amongst	
their	 classmates	 and	 they	
soon	 found	 themselves	 in	

t rouble	
beyond	
b e l i e f .		
C B S	
N e w s	
q u o t e d	
the	 Wy-
o m i n g	
County	
DA	 who	
has filed 
changes	
aga ins t	
the	 girls	
that	 in-
c l u d e	
“sexual	
a b u s e	
of	 chil-
dren	 in	
Pennsyl-
v a n i a ,	

criminal	 [use]	 of	 a	 com-
munications	 facility,	 or	
open	 lewdness,	 and	 there	
were	other	possible	charges	
also.”	
 About 40% of 
teenagers	 claim	 to	 have,	
at	 one	 point,	 been	 shown	
a	 sexual	 text	 message	 that	
wasn’t meant for them to 
see. “It’s easy to imagine 
some	 stupid	 teenage	 guy	
showing	off	some	sexy	text	
message	 they	 got	 from	 a	
girl,”	 a	 female	 sophomore	
at	BSGE,	who	has	 consid-
ered	 sending	 a	 sext	 mes-
sage	 because	 of	 “pressure	
from	a	guy,”	feebly	admits.	
	 Ivan	 Pereda,	
an	 8th	 grader	 at	 BSGE,	
doesn’t think its appropri-
ate	for	people	to	be	sexting	
and	that	he	would	be	mad	if	
a	 message	 of	 him	 was	 go-
ing	around.
	 The	 National	
Campaign	 to	 Prevent	Teen	
and	 Unplanned	 Pregnancy	
reported	last	month	that	20	
percent	of	teens	and	young	
adults	 have	 sent	 or	 posted	
nude	 or	 semi-nude	 photos	
or	 videos	 of	 themselves.	
The	percentage	of	girls	who	
sext	is	slightly	greater	than	
that	of	boys.		
	 Teenagers	need	 to	
realize	 that	 pressing	 send	
can	do	a	lot	of	unanticipat-
ed	damage.	

continued 
from pg 1

To teach safe sex or 
no sex at all

jessie heller 
‘11

Stephanie aris-
takesian ‘11

“About 40% 
of teenag-
ers claim 

to have, at 
one point, 

been shown 
a sexual 

text message 
that wasn’t 
meant for 

them to see.”

curriculum’s “reasons to ab-
stain from sex”

“One  state, Mississippi, 
does not require that 

sexual education is even 
taught at their schools.”

-	to	absolutley	
avoid	HIV,	STIs	
and/or	unplanned	
pregnancy.
- condoms don’t 
protect	you	100%
-	I	feel	good	
enough	about	
myself and don’t 
need/want	to	
have	sex.
- I’m busy with 
other	things.

- I don’t trust my 
own	emotions.
-	I	want	to	have	
sex	when	I	want	
to,	not	when	I	
feel	I	have	to.	
-	I	need	more	
information.
- I’m not ready 
for	the	type	of	
relasionship	
having	sex	may	
require.

-	It	would	dis-
apoint	my	family.
- I’m not having 
fun.
-	People	might	
talk	about	it.
- I don’t want to 
take	the	chance	
that	I	may	be	ex-
ploited	or	used.	
-	It	might	change	
my	relasionship	
with	my	partner.

“Cynthia Soto, tenth 
grade, says,  ‘It might re-
mind kids that they have 

other options besides 
sex.’”
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the Life and 
times of Fred 
Mikael Muehlbauer ‘10

Apply For A Posse
	 About	20	years	
ago,	a	student	said	“I	never	
would	have	dropped	out	of	
college	if	I	had	my	posse	
with	me.”	That	is	what	
sparked	the	creation	of	
the	Posse	Program.	The	
Posse	Program	aims	to	
send	groups	of	students	to	
a	college	together,	so	they	
can	work	within	a	support	
system.	These	students	
work	together	throughout	
their	years	at	college	and	
help	each	other	along	the	
way.	
	 Colleges	and	
universities	partner	with	
the	Posse	Program	to	of-
fer	students	the	chance	to	
excel	in	academics,	leader-
ship	skills,	and	above	all,	
the	chance	to	meet	people	
from	diverse	backgrounds.	
Posse	has	33	partner	col-
leges	and	universities	that	
include	Vanderbilt	Col-
lege,	University	of	Cali-
fornia	(Berkeley),	Tulane	

University,	and	Boston	
University.	The	founda-
tion	offers	students	full	
scholarships	to	go	to	one	
of	their	partner	colleges.	
	 To	get	into	the	
Posse	Program,	one	
must	be	nominated	by	a	
community	leader	or	by	
a	high	school	admin-
istrator.	At	BSGE,	you	
must	be	nominated	by	
Peter	Wilson	to	get	into	
the	program.	One	must	
also	have	academic	po-
tential,	leadership	skills	
in	their	community,	and	
be in their first semester 
of	12th	grade.	Once	a	
person	is	accepted	into	
the	program,	he	or	she	
has	to	meet	with	Posse	
staff	and	peers	once	a	
week	throughout	their	
senior	year.	During	
the	two	hours	a	Posse	
scholar	spends	with	his	
or	her	peers,	they	attend	
two-hour	workshops	
that	are	mean	to	enrich	

the	scholar	in	various	

areas.	
Another	component	of	
this	program	is	the	Dy-
namic	Assessment	Process	
(DAP).	This	is	a	three-part	
screening	process,	in	which	
students	indicate	their	
favorites	amongst	the	list	
of	partner	schools.	At	the	
second	level,	you	get	to	
choose	whether	or	not	to	
proceed	to	the	third	level.	
If	you	get	into	the	third	
level,	you	are	required	to	
go	to	the	college	chosen	
for	you.	If	you	are	a	part	
of	this	program,	you	also	
meet	with	Posse	peers	and	
mentors	throughout	your	
years	in	college.
Karen	Abbas,	who	gradu-
ated	from	BSGE	last	year,	
went	to	college	through	
the	Posse	Program.	She	is	
currently	at	Colby	College	
and	said	that	going	into	
college	through	the	Posse	
Program	“made	the	transi-
tion	easier.”	She	also	said	
that	IB	really	did	help	her	
become	better	prepared	for	

college	courses.
	 BSGE	senior,	
Argemira	Florez	is	another	
Posse	scholar	and	is	attend-
ing	Franklin	and	Marshall	
College	in	the	fall	through	
the	Posse	foundation.	
She	says	that	the	program	
“was	very	helpful	partially	
because	[she]	got	in	before	
writing	anything	else	
for	other	colleges.”	This	
program	allows	students	
to	skip	the	whole	regular	
college	application	process	
because	they	eventually,	
are	bound	to	one	college.	
But	Argemira	also	says	
that	“you	have	to	be	re-
ally	focused	on	the	offered	
colleges	if	you	want	to	go	
to	this	program.”	That	is	
very	true	considering	the	
program	does	not	offer	a	
very	broad	range	of	col-
leges.	Overall,	though,	both	
students	say	that	the	Posse	
Program	was	a	good	expe-
rience	and	would	recom-
mend	it	to	other	students.	

simran vazirani 
‘11

Senior	Argemira	Florez.

Public 
Speaker
Its	on	the	roof	of	your	mouth
The	tip	of	your	tongue
You know what I’ll say
Before I’ve begun

You	talk	in	your	sleep
You’re dancing and singing
You’re mouthing my words
Prior	to	my	beginning

It’s the noises you make
The	pulse	of	your	heart
Are the words that I’ll speak
Before	I	can	start

You’re my public speaker
You’re out on a limb
You’re going all rogue
The	street	lights	are	dim

Tell	me	the	letters
Recite	me	my	speech
Say	what	you	know
Grab what you’ll reach

The	sparkling	snow
Out	on	the	beach

At	this	point
I	am	assured
That	you	know
My	every	word.
--	Sarah	Diaz

Area 
rug
Cover	up
patch	that	tear
Look	away
glance	back	and	stare

Eye	contact
Make	or	break
Present	tense
Nothing	at	stake

Lose	myself
In	a	dream	or	two
can’t remember
what i’ve been through

wake	up
9	PM
why	bother	explain
it	to	them
--	Sarah	Diaz

taking 
turns
You	and	I,	is	what		I	want	for	
it	to	be	
You	and	me,	as	you	can	
clearly	see	
The	lightning	strike,	and	the	
rain	come	falling	down
Step	aside,	because	the	storm	
is	coming	now	
Let’s relive what happened in 
the	past	
Reach	for	it,	it	happened	all	
too	fast	
Anticipate, what’s coming for 
us	soon	
“Let’s take turns“, just like the 
sun	tells	the	moon	

I don’t want to walk alone 
Or	be	a	victim	now	
But I can’t be caught 
Spot	me	through	this	crowd	
Come find me and take me 
away	
From the world that doesn’t 
see	my	face	
And I’m nothing to them, I 
don’t mind though 
As	long	as	I	mean	something	
to	you,	
Take	my	hand	let	us	go	
--	Kritty	Kesoglides

take it 
like a
boom
bam
take	it	like	a	
take	it	like	a	girl?

another	whack
and	then	a	
wham
take	it	like	a	woman

crack
snap	
a	black	eye
or	two

just	take	it	like	a	chica
like	a	mami
like	a	girl

he’ll hit you again
he	will
then	what?	--	LIR



	 Once	upon	a	time	
in	 a	 magical	 place	 called	
New	 York	 lived	 2	 boys,	
Richie	 Pineda	 and	 Kris	
Kesoglides.	 They	 were	
friends	 and	 had	 the	 same	
goal,	 they	 wanted	 to	 be	
musicians.	 But	 they	 were	
teenagers	and	had	no	start-
ing	place.	
	 T h e n	
one	day	in	school	
they saw a flyer 
for	 an	 upcoming	
concert	 called	
Rock	 the	 House.	
The	guys	realized	
that	this	was	their	
big	 break.	 Kris	
had	a	not	so	secret	
obsession	with	the	
Killers.	 This	 led	
them	 to	 the	 song	
they’d play: When 
You	Were	Young.	
So	 they	 took	
their	 chance	 and	
signed	 up.	 How-
ever	 they	 quickly	
realized	 that	 the	
song	would	sound	
incomplete	 with	
just	 two	 people	
playing.	 	 So	 the	 boys	
went out to find more 
players.	
 The first person 
they found was Kris’ 
cousin	 Justin	 Hughes.	
They	 recruited	 him	 as	
their	 bass	 player.	 Richie	
was	 the	 lead	 guitarist	
and	 Kris	 sang	 vocals	
and	 played	 the	 key-
board.	 They	 still	 needed	
a	 rhythm	 guitarist	 and	 a	
drummer,	 the	 position	
that	 seemed	 impossible	
to fill. 
	 The	 band	 talk-
ed	 to	 their	 friend	 Andy	
Cuttuci	 who	 they	 knew	
played	 the	 guitar	 and	 he	
agreed.	
	 The	 guys	 now	
looked	 for	 a	 band	 man-
ager	 and	 by	 now	 every-
one	knew	that	Richie	and	
Kris	 had	 put	 together	 a	
band.	 When	 the	 news	
went	around	that	the	guys	
were	 looking	 for	 a	man-
ager,	 their	 friend	 Wasim	
Salim	volunteered.	
	 Now	all	that	was	
left	was	the	drummer,	but	
they	had	no	money	for	a	
drum set and they didn’t 
want	 to	 get	 a	 drummer	
who	 would	 have	 to	 play	
air	 drums.	 So	 they	 had	
a	 bake	 sale	 and	 raised	
$160.	Which,	when	com-
bined	with	money	that	the	

guys	 chipped	 in,	 equaled	
enough	for	a	drum	set.	The	
band	 decided	 to	 recruit	
Kris’ friend Darwin Javier 
to	play	on	 their	new	elec-
tric	blue	drum	set.	Now	the	
band	was	complete	and	as	
they	began	to	work	on	the	
song,	 they	 found	 another	

problem,	where	were	they	
going	to	practice?
	 They	 started	 at	
Richie’s house but that 
didn’t work because the 
space wasn’t big enough 
to fit the drums. They then 
found	 out	 that	 they	 could	
practice in Kris’ basement. 

But that didn’t 
work	 either	
because	 neigh-
bors	 began	 to	
complain	 and	
bang	 on	 the	
floor. Their 
third and final 
move	 was	 to	
Andy’s base-
ment,	 which	
was	the	perfect	
fit. 
	 At	 this	
point	 there	

was	 only	 one	 month	 left	
until	 the	 concert	 and	 they	
still	 needed	 to	 perfect	 the	
song.	 So	 they	 continued	
practicing	the	song	but	the	
fact was they didn’t have a 
name.
	 	 They	 considered	
Maggots	 in	 the	 Base-

ment,	 Imperial	 Statues,	
The Studs, Starfighters, 
and	 Paint	
Fumes	Can	
Kill.	 Some	
of	 them	
were	 okay	
but	 none	
of them fit 
right.	Then	
in a flash 
of	 genius	
R i c h i e	
found	 inspiration.	 He	 was	
listening	 to	 the	Blue	Oys-
ter	 Cult	 when	 it	 hit	 him,	
The	Midnight	Cult.	When	
Richie	 told	 everyone	 else	
his	 band	name	 they	 loved	

it,	 and	 the	 boys	 were	 one	
step	closer.		
	 Time	went	by	and	
the	 band	 continued	 prac-
ticing.	 Pretty	 soon	 there	
was	 only	 one	 week	 left.	
The	 band	 made	 a	 drastic	
decision,	 they	 decided	 to	
learn	 one	 more	 song	 for	

the	 encore.	 After	 much	
consideration	 they	 chose	

Blitzkrieg	Bop	by	 the	Ra-
mones.	They	were	able	 to	
practice	it	twice	before	the	
big	day.	
	 Rock	 the	 House	
was	 on	 a	 Friday	 and	 the	

guys	 spent	 the	 whole	 day	
unable	 to	 pay	 attention	 in	
class. When the final bell 
rang	the	band	went	to	An-
dy’s house to practice one 
last	time.	Then	it	was	time	
to	go	and	the	guys	packed	
up	 their	 stuff	 and	 headed	
back	to	school.	They	had	a	

sound	check	and	then	wait-
ed	 for	 after	 intermission,	
when	it	was	their	time	slot.	
The	cafeteria	was	packed.	
Everyone	showed	up,	even	
people’s friends from other 
schools,	 and	 before	 they	
knew	it,	it	was	time.	
	 The	 lights	 went	
up	and	the	host	introduced	
them.	They	walked	on	stage	
and	the	crowd	screamed	in	
anticipation.	 Kris	 started	
with	 the	Enterlude	and	all	
went	 quiet.	 Then	 Richie	
played	 the	opening	chord,	
and	 The	 Midnight	 Cult	
was	living	their	dream.	
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Stop, Drop and Whoa
copyrighted	by	TMC

Don’t you dare fall, don’t dare to drop 
yeah	come	on	girl,	now	do	not	stop	

your music’s haunting me stuck in my head 
you	see

as you’ve written your little, little sym-
phony	

i can’t believe I’m feeling jealousy
yeah I’m feeling it a little jealousy

I can’t fall for it now....
‘Cause it’s creepin me out...
you’ve gotta show me how...

unless it’s not allowed 

I don’t wanna go, i don’t wanna show 
what you’ve done to me, girl i don’t wanna 

know	
so	just	stay	back	and	lemme	think	a	little	
come	on	love	someone,	before	your	heart	

gets	brittle	
don’t get caught up, just come back for me 

yeah I’m feeling it a little jealousy 

Chorus

Girl it’s impossible can’t let you slip away 
but if it happens I don’t know what to say 

yeah i know i stole, you know i can’t repay 
so	just	make	up	your	mind	it	gotta	be	today	

Chrous

Now i’ve made up my mind 
it’s time for us to find 
the	way	we	used	to	be	

you	know	those	were	the	times	
there	were	no	shadows	you	lets	the	sunshine	

and	we	were	always	a	little	mystery	
but that’s okay ‘cause it’s just you and me

(ohohohohoh)

The Midnight Cult will be 
playing on May 22nd at Cath-
eriene Sbeglia’s benefit con-

cert. 
They will also be performing 
on June 13th at the Helping 
Hands’ Save Darfur walk.

go to themidnightcult.com for more



	 Hey	 everyone!		
I’ve been back at school 
from	 my	 absurdly	 long	
winter	break	for	 just	about	
a	 week	 and	 it	 has	 been	
HECTIC!	 It	 was	 amaz-
ing	to	see	all	of	my	friends	
again	 but	 my	 new	 classes,	
which	 have	 all	 been	 great	
so	 far,	 started	 right	 away.	
The	fun	thing	about	not	be-
ing a first-semester-fresh-
man	 is	 that	 you	 can	 actu-
ally	 pick	 classes	 based	 on	
times,	professors	and	which	
classes	 your	 friends	 are	
in.	 	 The	 professor	 for	 my	
Communications	 And	 The	
Media	 course	 is	 a	 former	
stand-up comedian!  She’s 
hysterical	and	got	me	really	
excited	about	spending	 the	
rest	 of	 the	 semester	 in	 her	
class.  It’s also important to 

keep	the	core	curriculum	in	
mind	 when	 selecting	 your	
classes	 so	 this	 semester	
I’m satisfying a science, 
math	and	multicultural	 re-
quirement.		
	 In	addition	to	that,	
the	 intense	 two-week	 re-
cruitment	period	for	rushing	
a	sorority	began	this	week-
end.		Basically,	for	the	next	
two	 weeks	 I	 go	 on	 rounds	
to	meet	each	of	the	nine	so-
rorities	on	campus	and	they	
get	 narrowed	 down	 based	
on	 a	 mutual	 selection	 pro-
cess. This doesn’t sound too 
bad	 but	 imagine	 722	 girls	
(that’s how many are rush-
ing) flocking from room to 
room	 all	 weekend,	 crowd-
ing	 in	 the	mirrors	attempt-
ing	to	cover	up	the	fact	that	
these	days	last	from	8:30	in	
the	 morning	 until	 10:00	 at	
night	on	Saturday	and	Sun-
day.	 	 It	 gets	 a	 little	 crazy.		
Even	 worse	 is	 when	 girls	

don’t get called back to their 
favorite	sororities.		It	is	ee-
rily	reminiscent	of	being	in	
BSGE	during	February	and	
March	of	senior	year,	when	
people	are	getting	rejection	
letters from colleges.  I’m 
sure	 everyone	 reading	 this	
is	 thinking	 that	 it	 is	 abso-
lutely	ridiculous	for	people	
to	 have	 similar	 reactions	
when	getting	rejected	from	
colleges	and	sororities,	but	
trust	me,	it	happens.		Hope-
fully	 everything	works	out	
and	if	I	do	end	up	in	a	so-
rority, I’m sure it should 
make	 for	 some	 interesting	
articles	 for	 the	 rest	 of	 the	
semester.		
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Bacc Rag Book of the 
Month: Find this one in 
the library

	 The	Hunger	
Games,	by	Suzanne	
Collins,	takes	place	in	
an	amazingly	twisted	
imagined	future	of	the	
United	States.		After	a	
huge	revolution,	the	13	
districts	of	Panem	rebelled	
against	its	ruling	city,	the	
Capitol.	Naturally,	the	
Capitol	won	and	to	punish	
and	remind	the	remaining	
twelve	districts	(district	
13	was	destroyed)	of	the	
great	rebellion,	they	started	
a	competition	called	the	
Hunger	Games.	The	
Hunger	Games	starts	out	
with	a	ceremony	called	
“the	Reaping.”	During	
the	Reaping,	each	district	
chooses	a	girl	and	a	boy	
randomly	from	the	ages	of	

12	to	18	to	go	to	the	Capi-
tol	to	train	for	the	games.	
The	games	are	televised	on	
television	and	the	purpose	
of	the	games	is	to	kill	the	
other	competitors	and	be	
the	last	one	alive.		During	
the 74th Hunger Games, 
Katniss Everdeen’s (the 
protagonist)	sister,	Prim,	
gets	selected	to	participate	
in	the	games	but	Katniss	
volunteers	to	take	her	
place.	Read	the	book	to	
find out to find out what 
happens	and	whether	Kat-
niss	survives	the	Hunger	
Games!
	 The	story	is	
extremely	engaging	and	
Collins’s writing style is 
also	great.		The	following	
quote	is	from	a	very	emo-
tional	and	important	scene:
“For	a	moment,	I	sit	there	

watching	my	tears	drip	
down on her face. Rue’s 
cannon fires. I lean forward 
and	press	my	lips	against	
her	temple.	Slowly,	as	if	
not	to	wake	her,	I	lay	her	
head	back	on	the	ground	
and	release	her	hand.”	
	 This	book	has	
been	named	one	of	the	
top	10	best	young	adult	
books	of	2008	and	will	be	
made	into	a	movie	in	2010.		
There	is	also	a	sequal	
scheduled	to	be	released	
later	this	year.
 If you’re looking 
for	an	exciting,	page	turn-
ing	book	that	deals	with	
issues	like	death,	family,	
and	interesting	aspects	of	
human	nature,	then	go	to	
our	school	library	and	take	
out	the	Hunger	Games!

Fazla Rabby ‘14

Sting Player Profile: 

Billy Olivares

	 With	 the	 BSGE	
baseball	 season	 around	
the	 corner	 many	 question	
marks	are	still	in	the	heads	
of	 the	 Sting	 players.	 Who	
far	 will	 they	 go	 this	 year?	
Is	the	talent	there?	Do	they	
stand	 a	 chance?	 With	 the	

loss	 of	 some	 key	 players	
suffered	 by	 the	 Sting,	 the	
new	 look	 Sting	 have	 a	 lot	
more	 responsibility,	 and	
a	 few	 of	 these	 questions	
wandering.	 With	 weight	
training	in	effect,	and	some	
practices	 starting	 to	 take	
place	 baseball	 season	 is	 at	
the	 doorstep.	 After	 having	
an outstanding first season 

of	 existence,	
the	 Sting	 are	
going	 to	 be	
back	in	action	
soon,	 trying	
to	once	again	
play	 hard,	
and	 poten-
tially	 have	 a	
better	 season	
than	 the	 pre-
vious.	 That	
all	 lies	 in	
the player’s 
hands,	 and	
particularly	
one,	who	was	
amongst	 the	

most	 effective	 last	 season	
Billy	Olivares.
	 Billy	 has	 been	
playing	 baseball	 for	 many	
years,	 ever	 since	 he	 was	 a	
kid.	Growing	up	playing	in	
various	 leagues,	 for	 vari-
ous	teams,	Billy	was	taught	
the	 fundamentals	 of	 Base-
ball,	 bringing	 what	 he	 has	

Word from the 
Real World
marissa reichel
University of 

delaware 

	

Grey	seats	and	black	
chalkboards	 cov-
ered	 the	 rooms.	As	
students	 made	 the	 room	
look whole, a fluffy haired 
dog	 named	 Tilly	 ran	 into	
the	 room.	 Sitting	 in	 In-
troduction	 to	 Sociology,	
Professor	 Dunbar	 Mood-
ie’s South African accent 
captured	 the	 attention	
of	 indolent	 students.	 We	
quickly	learned	of	Stanley	
Milgram	 and	 Philip	 Zim-
bardo’s experiments on 
people’s blind obedience 
of	authority	in	correlation	
to	 greater	 societal	 teach-
ings.	As	class	ended	I	be-
gan	to	feel	an	intense	pain	
in	 my	 stomach.	 I	 rushed	
to	 congregate	 with	 my	
friends	 for	 lunch.	 Sharp	
jabs of jovial humor filled 
our	 conversation.	 Listen-
ing	 to	 my	 friend,	 I	 could	
not	 help	 but	 laugh	 at	 her	
theory	of	how	to	make	fun	
of someone, “It’s a five 
step	 program,	 step	 one	 is	

recognizing	 and	
step	 two,	 three,	
four and five are 
cuttin’ a*#.” Lat-
er	 that	day	I	was	
forced	 to	 think	
about	a	moral	co-

nundrum. If five spelunk-
ers	 are	 trapped	 in	 a	 land-
slide,	run	out	of	food	and	
kill	one	of	their	own	to	sur-
vive,	are	the	four	spelunk-
ers justified? Crime and 
Punishment	 provided	 an	
interesting	outlook	on	the	
moral	 philosophy	 of	 law.	
With	 a	 deep-raspy	 voice,	
Professor	Scott	Brophy	il-
lustrated	how	and	why	at	
times	ones	actions	can	be	
justified, excused or sim-
ply	 wrong.	 With	 extreme	
fascination	I	listened	to	the	
philosophical	 reasoning	
behind	 the	 laws	ability	 to	
achieve	 possible	 verdicts.	
Days	later,	Professor	Pas-
savant’s creative lecture 
on Michel Foucault’s Dis-
cipline	and	Punish	opened	
my	 eyes	 to	 the	 fact	 that	
punishment	 for	 crimes	
used	 to	 be	 a	 way	 for	 the	
sovereign	 to	 display	 and	

reassert	 power	 instead	 of	
creating	 a	 system	 of	 law	
and	order.	
	 Looking	 through	
the	course	catalogue	with	
friends,	 I	 later	 thought,	
“Yo,	 I	 think	 I	might	dou-
ble	major	 in	Poli	Sci	 and	
Philosophy!”	 With	 re-
sponse of “you’re crazy”, 
I couldn’t help but find 
both	subjects	enthralling.	
	 A	 weary	 school	
week	 came	 to	 a	 close	 as	
class	had	ended	and	there	
was no work left to finish. 
Wishing	 I	 could	 simply	
rest,	 I	 had	 a	 mandatory	
prospective	 Residential	
Assistant	meeting	from	six	
to nine o’clock. My desire 
to	be	an	RA	quickly	over-
came	 my	 sluggishness.	
In three hours the Office 
of	 Residential	 Education	
asked	 to	 us	 to	 answer:	
What	are	the	qualities	that	
make	 an	 excellent	 RA?	
The	 unanimous	 response	
became:	 responsible,	 di-
verse,	well	informed,	mo-
tivated	 and	 understand-
ing.	

learned to the Sting. Billy’s 
effort	 last	 season	 was	 of	
much	help	to	the	Sting,	and	
the	 team	 will	 now	 need	 to	
rely	on	him	more	as	his	role	
will	 be	 much	 higher	 this	
upcoming	 season	 “	 I	 feel	
good,	I	worked	out	over	the	
summer,	got	into	shape,	and	
I’m ready for the upcoming 
season”.	 Billy	 has	 worked	
hard	to	get	into	great	shape	
for	 baseball	 this	 year,	 and	
he	feels	he	can	deliver	this	
year	 for	 the	 Sting,	 if,	 and	
when	they	are	in	need,	“skill	
wise	I	feel	skill	improves	as	
you	get	older,	my	game	has	
improved,	and	I	do	feel	that	
I	will	play	at	a	high	perfor-
mance.	 I	 just	 feel	 that	 the	
pressure	 of	 being	 more	 of	
a	 leader	 this	 year	 will	 be	

harder	to	deal	with”.	
	 The	two	new	lead-
ers	of	 the	Sting	are	Daniel	
Fridman,	and	Evan	Badler,	
both	 of	 whom	 show	 great	
character,	and	leadership	in	
the	locker	room.
  Billy’s responsi-
bility	 on	 the	 team	 will	 be	
more	of	a	go	to	guy	rather	
than	 a	 leader,	 Daniel	 Frid-
man	 strongly	 believes	 that	
he	 can	 lead	 this	 team	 to	
many	 wins,	 all	 of	 course	
with	 the	 help	 and	 perfor-
mance	of	Billy.	Billy	 feels	
strongly	 about	 his	 team-
mate,	 “Daniel	 is	 a	 great	
leader,	he	knows	what	he	is	
talking	about,	and	he	knows	
what	 to	 say	 and	 when	 to	
say	 it.	 He	 can	 help	 build	
this	team,	and	help	players	

develop. He’s like a second 
coach	 out	 there”.	With	 the	
strong	help	of	Coach	Mac,	
Billy	 believes	 that	 this	
year’s team has a chance to 
go far “ If we as a team find 
the	 right	 positions	 to	 play	
in,	 and	 the	 comfort	 zone,	
then	we	will	succeed.”	
	 The	 Sting	 will	
be	 participating	 in	 a	 Tour-
nament	 that	 is	 run	 by	 the	
PSAL,	 so	 it	 will	 be	 com-
petitive.	 Performance	 will	
be	what	 it	comes	down	to,	
the	Sting	need	to	play	well,	
and	 play	 as	 a	 team	 to	 get	
far. It won’t be an easy task 
by	 any	 means,	 but	 if	 the	
heart	 is	 there,	 and	 the	per-
formance	is	 there,	 then	the	
wins	will	come.

thomas ko-
zlowski ‘10

Marcelo tri-
ana hobart 

college 


