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GRADUATION
The 2011 commencement ceremony took place at the 
Queens Theater in the Park. The master of ceremonies 
was Mr. Tim David Lang. Student Jolijt Tamanaha gave 
the first speech and was followed by student Nathan 
Nickolic. The adult speakers picked by the students were 
Ms. Jennifer Dikes, Mr. Virge Ramos, and Ms. Lily Shen. 
Ms. Johnson gave the final speech and the graduates then 
all walked up onto the stage and recived their diploma. 
The students closed the ceremony by dancing to a mash 
up of “Time of My Life” and “The Show Goes On.” 

PING PONG TOURNAMENT
On June 8th, BSGE held its first ping-pong tournament 
hosted by the Sophomore Council.  There were around 
10-12 competitors, including Science/Forensic teacher 
Mr. Laskowski and the entrance fee for the competition 
was three dollars.  Numerous rounds were held and each 
round went up to 21 points.  Adam Gakin, former BSGE 
student won the final match against Mr. Laskowski and 
his prize was a green customized t-shirt.  

SPORTS DINNER
On June 15, BSGE held its fifth annual sports dinner. A 
few students on the boy’s soccer team, the girl’s volleyball 
team and the girl’s and boy’s basketball team came up, 
but the girl’s softball team had the largest amount of 
students showed up. Students brought food for everyone, 
and each team’s coach made a speech. Students received 
awards for being on the teams, and the students gave their 
coaches presents. The sports dinner was an opportunity 
for BSGE’s sports teams to celebrate a year of hard work 
and their achievements.

 Ms. Matani’s tenth 
grade advisory organized a 
raffle in an effort to raise 
money for the victims of 
the March 11 earthquake 
and tsunami in Japan.  On 
that day, a 8.9 magnitude 
earthquake occurred off 
the east coast, about 250 
miles northeast of Tokyo. 
It was so powerful that 
it shook the earthquake-
resistant skyscrapers of the 
city.  It triggered a tsunami 
that caused even more 
damage along the coast of 
Japan. This resulted in large 
waves that reached about 6 
miles inland at some places. 
According to the Japanese 
National Police Agency, 
15,057 deaths have been 
confirmed, 5,282 people 
were injured, and 9,121 
people are still missing. 
It also caused nuclear 
reactors to explode, 

endangering the lives of 
anybody living in the area.
   Students bought 
tickets for the chance to 
win a fourth generation 
iPod touch and to support 
the victims in Japan. The 
advisory raised about 415 
dollars and sold around 
200 tickets. On April 29, 
the winner was announced. 
Ms. Africano, the 11th and 
12th grade Spanish teacher, 
won the iPod touch. Ms. 
Africano bought about 
thirty tickets, which means 
she spent fifteen dollars on 
the raffle.
 Ms. Matani and 
her students have decided 
to donate the money that 
was raised to the American 
Red Cross for Japan. The 
money will help Japanese 
families get essentials like 
food and water, and help 
them survive the aftermath 
of this natural disaster.

ERIN CAMIA ‘14

Japan Chairty 
Raffle At 
BSGE

CONGRATULATIONS TO 
THE CLASS OF 2011 AND 
THE TEACHERS WHO 

SURVIVED THEM!

HAVE A GREAT, FUN, 
EXCITING, RELAXING 

SUMMER!
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As the school year ends, BSGE’s 8th grade 
says goodbye for good to their English class 
student teacher Phillip Ashton Marnell 
The First. (Marnell had specifically said 
that he was “The First”). The 25 year old 
that worked with English teacher Nikki 
Singh and the 8th grade from April to 
June, is not only leaving BSGE, but leaving 
the country! Marnell had been hired for a 
job as an English Teacher in Korea, a few 
hours away from Seoul. When asked about 
how he felt flying all the way to Korea 
for his new job, the current Columbia 
student had said, “It’s an international 
school. Some of the students are native 
Koreans but they have to had been out 
of the country for 3 years, but there are 
other students from all around the world. 
The curriculum is completely taught in 
English and it’s a boarding school, 20% of 
the schools will board. It’s a new school 
too and this school is part of the change to 
make better education in Korea. It’s a lot 
like BSGE too”.
    The 8th grade had warmly welcomed 
Marnell in April, learning about all his 
different interests such as a musical taste 
in Nirvana and a love of Art galleries. 
The half Czeck, half American student 
teacher had been placed into BSGE by 
asking for a school that focused a bit more 
on Philosophy and had a different style of 
teaching.
 Growing up in the suburbs of 
D. C., Marnell had first made his major 
move to Santa Fe, Mexico to attend Saint 
John’s College as an undergrad for 4 
years, which is not to be mixed up with 
Saint John’s university. “[In St. John’s] You 
don’t major in anything, you take 4 years 
of Math, Science, Language and a course 
called Seminar. So I took everything, kinda 
like a high school, except all the classes 
have the same structure. We all read the 
same book, then we come together in a 
group and talk about the book, so it’s all 
student planned. It’s all about teaching one 
another through dialogue and reading. 
But I loved it. I actually wish that was the 
focus for middle and high school.”
 During college, Marnell first 
began to develop his interest in playing 
the drums, creating bands with friends 
, such as “Phil and the Free Feelers” and 
“Gelatinous Mob”. Marnell’s bands had 
played a jazz version of ‘Smells Like Teen 
Spirit’ in college concerts and played 
music for other events such as parties 

and catering events for fun, not so much 
as a serious career choice. “Although I do 
offer drum lessons, if  anyone out there 
is reading this paper, I’m available” says 
Marnell. When reminiscing about college 
band practice, Marnell had spilled out an 
experience that may have been one of “the 
most embarrassing times of my life” :
 “I remember playing ‘Smells Like 
Teen Spirit’ in a basement band room 
and we were rocking out to it really hard, 
and then at the end of the song we went 
crazy, knocking symbols left to right, some 
other guys were kicking chairs over and I 
started kicking the drum set, being stupid 
and young, and then the band director 
burst into the room and saw us practically 
destroying everything in the room and he 
just gave us a tongue lashing, and I felt so 
embarrassed and ashamed.”
      Marnell had always been an 
eccentric guy, even from his childhood 
when growing up with a pair of “crazy 
delinquaint” sisters to trying to change 
his last name during his teen years. “My 
original last name was Marinellii. I think 
Marinelli is just so much sexier than 
Marnell, so when I was fifteen I thought, 
‘Yknow, I’m going to change back my 
name to Marinelli, I want to be true to my 
roots,’ and I got all the legal paper work, 
went to court, the whole 9 yards and I 
was totally set to become Marinelli again 
but then it felt so weird to have a different 
last name from my own family. That kinda 
freaked me out and I backed out at the last 
second. That was the last big identity crisis 
of my life”.
 If  you had met the teenage Phillip 
Ashton Marnell in the local suburbian D.C 
high school,  you would see the “music kid 
usually wearing all black and proud to be 
different and edgy. Yet at the same time 
kissing up to teachers. I don’t know how 
I played it both ways...” It was a surprise 
to Marnell that he wanted to become a 
teacher as he got older, as he discovered 
his love for asking questions and working 
with young people and looking deeper 
into things.
    Phillip Ashton Marnell--not Marinelli-
-had moved to NYC to attend Columbia’s 
Teaching College as a graduate student. 
Learning how to be an English teacher 
from experienced professors, Marnell 
had taught as a student teacher at Beacon 
High School in the upper west side of 
Manhattan before coming to BSGE. Like 
many others have said before, BSGE is a lot 
different from other high schools in NYC.

 “BSGE students are 
really wonderful. They 
probably have the most 
mature 8th graders I’ve 
seen so far, I think they 
do a great job of  learning 
how to write, I love how 
much you write, teachers 
get a lot of flexibility on 
what books to teach and 
how to teach them, so I’m 
really thankful for that. 
You guys need a gym, 
but altogether it’s really 
great.”  Although Marnell 
is sad to be leaving BSGE 
so soon, he is taking some 
Baccalaureatte teaching 
skills and methods with 
him to use in his next job in 
Korea. “I love IB. It’s really 
great. I love this place. And 
I really hope that one day I 
could work in this system 
as well.
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When did you start teaching?
I started teaching in 2002.

What did you want to be when you were 
younger?
When I was younger I really wanted to be 
a doctor.

Where did you grow up?
I grew up in Astoria, around Ditmars 
Blvd. Steinway Street area.

What hobbies do you have?
I like to play video games.

How old were you when you wanted to 
be a teacher?
I was about 24 years old.  I was working 
in Business, I wanted to do something 
to give back to society.  I was good at 
math , and I was interested in teaching.  I 
had seen a show with the NYC teaching 
fellows, it allowed people who didn’t go 
through formal teaching programs to 
become teachers.

Where do you see yourself in ten years?
Well, I hope to still be teaching math.

What do you think is your best quality as 
a teacher?
I never give up on my students, I always 
like to push my them to do their best.

What do you think makes a good 
student?
A student who does their homework! 
everyday!! A student who is focused in 
class, and other kids can learn from that 
student.

What is your favorite part of teaching at 
BSGE?
My favorite part of teaching at BSGE is 
working with students that care about 
their work.  Most of the students at BSGE 
show that they want to do their best by 
the quality of their homework, the way 
they participate with others in class, and 
in their reactions when they  want to 
improve.   

What was the last book you read? 
I don’t want to tell you the title of the last 
book I read.  All I could tell you is that it 
was a self-help book.  I’m not ashamed 
that I read it but I don’t want to share its 
title.

What is your favorite 
movie of all time?  
Well, that’s a hard 
one.  I love watching 
all types of mov-
ies.  If  I have to pick 
one, I would pick 
“Superman:  The 
Movie”.  This is the 
one that was released 
in the late 1970’s.  I 
just love the acting, 
music, plot and so on 
for that movie.   

What is your favorite 
cereal? 
I don’t really eat 
cereal in the morn-
ing.  I guess I like 
Cheerios because of 
the crunchy o’s.  

Which season do you 

prefer summer or winter?  Why?  
I prefer summer because you don’t have 
to wear layers of clothing.  Also, that’s 
when I have more free time.  There are 
also more opportunities to be outdoors.  

If  you could only use one for a week 
which wold you pick your computer, or 
your television? Why? 
 I would pick my computer because I use 
it more than I do the television.  Also, I 
use the computer to see the latest news 
and keep in touch with others.  

What is the furthest you have ever 
traveled from home?  
I don’t travel as much as I want to travel.  
The farthest I’ve ever been from home is 
El Salvador.  That’s my native country.  

If  you could go anywhere in time where 
would you go? 
 I wish this was possible.  I would go back 
to December 2009.  There is one event 
I wish I had the chance to do over.  That 
would be awesome.  

Do you have any secret talent that no one 
knows about? 
Unfortunately, none that I can think of.  

Do you like spending more time indoors, 
or outdoors? 
I like spending more time outdoors.  
There’s only so much to do indoors and 
then it gets boring.  

What’s your favorite animal? 
 I love dogs.  They are loyal and easy to 
take care of.  Also, they can be trained.  

You said that you like to play video 
games, what would you say is your 
favorite game?  
Unfortunately, I haven’t played games in 
a while.  However,  my favorite game of 
all time is “The Legend of Zelda :  The 
Windwaker”.  I really liked the graphics, 
plot and music of this game.  I enjoyed 
finding new weapons to defeat the bosses.  
I can’t wait for the next Zelda game. 

Interview with A 
Departing Student Teacher

LYDIA STETSON ‘15
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ERGISA XHUVELI ‘16

Teacher of the 
Month: 
Ms. Hernandez



 The seventh graders recently went on a field trip 
to the Museum of the Moving Image.  Many of us have 
already experienced the amazing, creative things in the 
museum, but then again, for some, this was a first time 
experience. Located on 36-01 35Av Astoria NY 11106, 
this museum is the perfect educational spot for middle 
schools and high schools and provides many resources to 
learn from. This museum is all about technology of film 
and digital related topics. This is the whole reason why 
all the seventh grade technology classes decided to go to 
this museum. The seventh graders are heading into the 
unit of multi-media; so going to the museum would be 
the perfect opportunity to learn about the topic that the 
seventh graders will be learning. 
 The seventh grade advisories came together and 
took a walk to the museum, which is really close by to 
BSGE.  The students were immediately notified of the 
museum rules and then were separated into groups by 
advisory. Each one had a guide to inform the students 
about each exhibit they explored. There were a variety of 
exhibits throughout the museum that covered different 
elements of multi media. The most popular exhibit was 
the one where a rotating display of random objects would 
appear to go into slow motion when strobe lights were 
lit in the room. When the strobe lights were on, things 
like water drops turned into bombs, and plates turned 
into paper airplanes. The seventh graders later learned 
that it had to do with two factors, speed and the moment 
of rest. Another exhibit that was admired by the seventh 
graders was the voice editing room. One exhibit had to 
do with music. In this room, the students had to choose a 
movie scene, and would then experiment different songs 
to correspond with the movie scene so it would sound 
right. There were many other exhibits that the seventh 
graders explored that were a combination of educational, 
fun, and astonishing things. Overall, the trip was very 
interesting and provided the students with what they 
needed to know about their next unit.  

So, what’s there to expect from the 
Personal Project?
     For those of you that don’t already 
know what the Personal Project is, 
it’s exactly what its name implies, a 
personal project. The Personal Project 
can be thought of as the final test to 
pass the IB Middle Years Program and 
receive the diploma. Even though the 
IB Middle Years Program is no longer 
available in our school, students 
are still required to do the Personal 
Project in order to move onto the 11th 
grade. Don’t think of it as a drag, 
however, because it’s not as bad as it 
seems. Yes, you’re given a couple due 
dates which you’re required to have 
completed a number of tasks, but you 
have a lot of flexibility throughout 
the course of this assignment. To be 
specific, you’re able to choose the 
project topic.
      So what exactly is the Personal 
Project? It’s an assignment in which 
you select a topic of interest, research 
it, and create a final product. Of 
course, it’s easier said than done but 
overall, that’s what you have to do 
in order to complete the project. I’ll 
get into the due dates later on, but 
first I want to talk about the 3 main 
components that you will be graded 
on. First, there’s your process journal 
where you’re going to record 4 key 
things:
·      Updates on your personal 
project.
·      Research regarding your 
project.
·      Personal reflections of how you 
or your perception of something has 
changed throughout the process.
·      Your bibliography.
Next, your final product will be 
graded. This is arguably the least 
important factor of your grade 
simply because it’s based on what 
you wanted to create, so others can’t 
really say much about the extent to 
which you’ve succeeded in doing so. 
However, it should still be evident 
of how committed you were to this 
project based on the final product. 
Finally, there’s the Personal Statement. 
The word requirement is between 
2500 to 3200, but trusts me, it’s a 
good estimate to how much you’ll be 
writing, if  not more. The maximum 
was 2100 words last year and if  you 
ask any person who already wrote 
their Personal Statement, they’ll tell 
you how little 2100 words is. The 
Personal Statement is basically a 
personal reflection where you:
·      Explain your Areas of 
Interaction, Guiding Question(s), 
and inspiration.
·      Discuss the process you 
undertook to accomplish your tasks.
·      Include evidence sections 
(important quote, summary, and 
explanation of its relevance to your 
project).
·      Get in-depth with reflections on 
the project.
       As for the due dates, I’m not going 
to tell you every single obligation 
that’s required of you, since it’s 
subject to change and it’ll take way 
too much space. To be brief, you’ll 
start thinking about the project 
around the spring of 9th grade. 
During the summer, you’re going 
to do preliminary research, or at 
least continue forming your project 

topic. Once you come back 
from summer break, you’re 
going to have to start creating 
your Guiding Question for 
the project and the Areas 
of Interaction. Around 
November, you will be 
assigned to a teacher in this 
school who will act as your 
supervisor and oversee your 
progress. Around late January 
to early February, your process 
journal and final product are due, 
but you can continue working on 
them because they won’t be factored 
into your final grade. From February 
until April, you’ll be working on your 
Personal Statement and finally give 
your presentation later in April.
      To give you an understanding 
of how the Personal Project is like, 
I interviewed a couple students in 
the 10th grade about the Personal 
Project. Just explaining the process 
won’t tell you how it is like, so it’s 
better to hear the words from the 
people who experienced it.
      The variety of topics that the 
10th grade students chose this year 
was rather diverse. For example, Kei 
Hyska chose to do her project based 
on the effects of sleep deprivation. 
Jessica Koziol’s topic was based on 
scouting and its impact on her. I did 
mine on the portrayal of America’s 
economic greed through its foreign 
policy. To put it simply, there was a 
large assortment of different topics 
that the students chose. The same 
can be said of the final products 
as they ranged from a Powerpoint 
presentation to a documentary to 
spray paintings.
       While many of you are still thinking 
that this project is a big drag, it really 
isn’t. Many of the students who got 
really involved with the project felt 
the same way at first but during the 
process, they realized it was a golden 
opportunity to actually research 
something they had a great interest 
in. The people I interviewed had 
different perspectives on what they 
believed were the best aspects of the 
project. Kei said she enjoyed creating 
the documentary the most because it 
was an exciting experience for her 
to put together interviews as well 
as presenting her research. Barbara 
Syska had a similar opinion of the 
project as she said that her favorite 
part of the project was “actually 
being able to make my paintings 
and do the art. I guess that was the 
entire point of the project, learning 
something new and having fun with 
it.” I thought that my favorite part 
was just being able to choose a topic 
that I had a deep curiosity about. 
I wanted to extensively research 
American foreign policy before since 
I was interested in the war in the 
Middle East, but I never really had 
the opportunity. This project was 
basically a way to do that.
       Like me, many other students 
felt there were some aspects of 
this project that were problematic. 
For one, virtually everybody that I 
interviewed agreed that the most 
annoying part of the project was the 
process journal. While researching 
our topics kept us interested in 
continuing the project, having to 
record and constantly updating our 
journals unmotivated us to an extent. 
According to Barbara, “What I didn’t 

like about the personal project was 
having to record everything I did, 
sometimes it was really annoying... 
It could be having loads of fun and 
then I’d remember I’d had to go 
and do journal entries.” In spite 
of this, it’s still a responsibility the 
10th graders must fulfill as they go 
through the Personal Project and it 
helps keep track of the progress you 
make throughout the duration of 
the assignment.  It’s just one of the 
setbacks about the project you’re 
going to have to deal with.
        Of course, you should still try 
to have fun while doing the project 
because it’s really a great opportunity 
to learn more about an interest of 
yours. Maybe you haven’t had enough 
free time to research more about 
solar power and its impact on society 
or perhaps you’ve always wanted to 
make a clay figure animation. Before 
this article ends, there are a few tips 
you should consider while doing the 
Personal Project:
·      The BIGGEST advice, and the 
chief recommendation that all my 
interviewees gave, is that you should 
NOT procrastinate. Trust me, while 
I don’t have the exact statistics, I am 
almost certain that only 7-8 people 
in this year’s sophomore class did 
NOT procrastinate. No, this is not 
an exaggeration because everybody 
tried pulling everything off at the 
last minute. While it’s possible to 
do exactly this, it’s not a good idea. 
Especially considering the fact that 
the project and process journal are 
due around late January, which is 
when the 1st semester ends, you’re 
going to have a huge workload to do.
·      Choose a topic you’re genuinely 
going to enjoy researching. Don’t 
decide to choose an “easy” topic 
simply because you believe you have 
enough information to finish your 
project within a couple weeks. Since 
you’re going to have 2 months off 
during summer break, you might as 
well spend a little time brainstorming 
possible Personal Project topics. 
Donna Karimi remarked, “For me, 
the most difficult part of the project 
was choosing my topic because I had 
3 different ones in mind.”
·      You should create a schedule of 
important due dates as well as when 
you’re going to go out to library to 
borrow books or perhaps when 
you’re going to do your interview. 
I recommend you do this with 
your friends so at least you’re not 
completely bored while doing your 
work.
·      Don’t forget to schedule 
meetings with your supervisor at 
least twice a month because they can 
help you along the way. They’re also 
responsible for grading you based 
on your personal engagement, so it’s 
recommended to keep in touch with 
them.

Reflections and Advice 
On the Personal Project

JOSHUA KIM ‘13 “Don’t forget 
to schedule 
meetings 
with your 
supervisor”

Seventh 
Grade Rocks 
Out At MMI

RAKIA ISLAM ‘16
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“It’s a Small World” by Mahaut Brooks ‘16


