
	 Junior	Oren	Shafir	
looks a little pale but in-
sists	 that	 he	 isn’t	 nervous.	
The nurse pricks him with 
a needle, suggesting that he 
look	 away	 first.	 Then	 she	
attaches the tube, a thick, 
long tube that was put in his 
arm,	 to	 a	 blood	 bag.	Oren	
explains, “It only hurts as 
soon as they put the needle 
in,	 after	 that	 you	 don’t	 re-
ally	feel	it.”	

 Oren was one of 
many dapper students to 
give	blood	 at	BSGE’s	first	
ever	 blood	 drive	 on	 Feb-
ruary	 5th.	 Junior	 Theresa	
Coticchio, clutched her reg-
istration and admited that 
she’s	 “afraid	 of	 needles,”	
but	believes	it’s	for	a	“good	
cause.”
	 In	 total	 BSGE	
managed to surpass their 
goal and collect 38 pints 
of blood from the students, 
teachers, faculty and par-
ents.	This	means	we	saved	

the	lives	of	up	to	114	peo-
ple	since	a	pint	can	save	up	
to	three	people.
	 The	 drive	 was	
organized by the Helping 
Hands Committee and was 
held in the school library 
from	8am-1pm.
  To donate 
blood, students had to be at 
least	 16	 so	 unfortunately	
the	majority	of	BSGE	was	
not	yet	eligible.	The	school	
required permission slips 
from	every	student	donator	
to	avoid	any	trouble.	

 Donating took less 
than	 an	 hour.	 First	 donors	
had to register and were 
then	interviewed	about	their	
medical history by trained 
staff.	 Each	 donor	 had	 his	
or her temperature taken, 
blood	 pressure,	 iron	 level	
and pulse checked to check 
that	 he	 or	 she	 qualified.	A	
pint of blood was drawn 
from each donor, which 
takes about 5-7 minutes, 

Through all the change, 
through the good and the 
bad, our country has always 
relied on one thing to re-
main	constant:	the	eventual	
swearing in of a new presi-
dent.	 Presidents	 have	 used	
this time to get their mes-
sage across to the country, 
and in doing so, broadcast 
some of the most famous 
and	powerful	quotes.	
	 Among	 them	 is	
John	 F.	 Kennedy’s	 order	

to	 the	country	 to	 “Ask	not	
what your country can do 
for you, but what you can 
do	 for	 your	 country,”	 and	
Franklin	Roosevelt’s	assur-
ing line, “The only thing we 
have	to	fear	is	fear	itself.”	
	 Although	 the	 in-
auguration is always tele-
vised	 and	 elections	 always	
made public, teenagers and 
young adults seemed more 
involved	 this	 year.	Watch-
ing the inauguration in 
school	followed	this	trend.	

 Students packed 
into the libraby, cafeteria, 
dance room and other ran-
dom	classrooms.	Projectors	
were	set	up	for	the	student’s	
viewing	pleasures.	
 The conditions 
however,	were	not	the	best.
 The website that 
the	Board	of	Education	had	
agreed to stream the in-
auguration	 from	 wouldn’t	
load and neither would any 
other	 live	 streaming	 web-
site.	 After	 many	 attempts	

only one classroom got to 
see	it.	
	 	Everyone	else	got	
to listen to the speech on ra-
dios.
	 However,	 listen-
ing	may	have	been	a	prob-
lem.	Tenth	 grader,	 Stepha-
nie	Aristakesian,	 described	
the scene in the library as, 
“crowded	and	loud.”	
	 This	 was	 difficult	
as	 not	 everyone	 had	 their	
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BSGE goes old school, uses ra-
dios for the inauguration
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Junior	Oren	Shafir	donating	a	pint	at	the	BSGE	blood	drive	on	February	5th.	 	 											
          photo by Jolijt Tamanaha
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BSGE Lately...

another winter concert, An-
other success 
Ms.	Nikkolos	conducted	yet	another	beautiful	BSGE	
concert.	Students	from	the	seventh	grade	and	the	music	
electives	played	group	pieces.	Soloists	also	performed.	A	
portion	of	the	money	raised	went	to	helping	Darfur.	Help-
ing	Hands	also	sold	plants	at	the	concert.	

‘so cold my boogers froze’
On	Friday,	January	16th	students	braced	one	of	the	cold-
est	days	NY	has	seen	in	three	years.	The	temperatures	
dabbled	around	the	bottom	of	the	double	digits.		Students	
huddled	together,	learned	to	love	their	hat	hair,	and	wore	
painfully	bulky	jackets	to	stay	warm.

BSGE “vants to suck your 
blood”; First Annual Drive

jolijt tama-
naha ‘11
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hey hey snow day
Students	didn’t,	no	couldn’t,	believe	it	but	March	2nd	
was	declared	a	snow	day	and	all	NYC	public	schools	
were	canceled.	BSGE	crawled	back	into	bed,	warm,	cozy	
and the spent the day sleeping, relaxing and enjoying the 
beautiful	sheet	of	white.	It	was	the	second	snow	day	in	
seven	years.	

BSGE’s Taste of the world
On	March	6th	BSGE	hosted	our	annual	Culture	Night.	
It	was	run	by	the	PTA	and	the	Senoir	Council.	Parents	
brought	in	food,	Mr.	Heine	grilled	ribs	and	students	read	
poems	and	stories	and	played	music.	It	ran	from	6:30-
9:00pm.
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          The detention policy 
that was recently re-implemented 
from last year has many students 
rolling their eyes and shaking 
their	heads.		Although	the	faculty	
may	be	find	it	necessary	for	the	
students to be punished for their 
irresponsibility,	the	inconve-
nience that this lateness policy 
inflicts	upon	the	students	out-
weighs	its	benefits	completely.		
 The consequence for 
being	late	is	having	to	attend	
detention	for	15-30	minutes	after	
6th	period,	regardless	of	how	
late	you	are.		We	are	expected	
to be in the school building at 
7:50,	10	minutes	before	school	
starts.		The	staff	is	a	little	lenient	
with	having	to	come	to	school	
that early, but it is still strongly 
encouraged.		
 Of course, it should be a 
student’s	responsibility	to	be	on	
time to school and ready to learn, 
however	it’s	not	the	school’s	po-
sition to punish the students for 
being late, especially those who 
are	late	on	a	very	rare	occasion.		
Students in middle school and 
high school should be mature 
enough to realize how being late 
affects them academically, and 
what type of impact that may 
have	on	their	future	in	trying	to	
pursue their education for good 
colleges.		This	idea	should	be	
enough of to ensure they be on 
time, and if not, it is their own 
fault	and	their	actions	will	have	
a	much	larger	long	term	result.		
That should be more than enough 
of	a	punishment.		
          The most annoying part 

about getting detention probably 
has	to	be	waiting	until	after	6th	
period	to	serve	it.		It	is	really	
inconvenient	for	students	that	
don’t	have	6th	period.		I,	person-
ally, would much rather be late 
on	a	Monday	or	Friday	because	
there	isn’t	any	6th	period.		It’s	
unfair to expect children to wait 
that whole extra period rather 
than go home, especially when 
that	wait	is	for	detention.			
           In addition, detention 
serves	a	real	inconvenience	to	
people	that	have	commitments	
after	school.		Students	have	
after	school	activities	that	they	
are	unable	to	attend	or	have	to	
come late to because of their 
being	held	back.		It	hurts	people	
such as those on the basketball 
team, because if late on game 
days, they risk being late to 
their	games.		It	hurts	both	them	
and	their	team.		The	same	thing	
applies	with	students	that	have	
other obligations on the week-
days.		And	when	the	detention	
is	served,	students	still	have	to	
make a trip home and do all of 
their	work.		It	makes	them	suffer	
to an unnecessary degree, and it 
doesn’t	actually	change	the	fact	
that	the	student	was	late.
	 Although	it	is	reason-
able to be punished for being 
late, the way the school goes 
about	it	is	completely	wrong.		
There are much better ways of 
reprimanding tardiness, ways 
which	don’t	cause	the	great	
inconvenience	that	is	currently	
imposed	on	our	students.

the new deten-
tion policy

kristen spang ‘11
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On	 January	 23rd,	 people	
started lining up for audi-
tions	 in	 our	 dance	 room.	
The setting was especially 
appropriate considering the 
auditions	were	for	BSGE’s	
adaptation of High School 
Musical	 (HSM).	 HSM	 is	
a popular Disney channel 
movie	 staring	 Zac	 Efron	
and	Vanessa	Hudgens.	
 Tenth grader Sarah 
Diaz is directing 3 scenes 
from	the	movie	as	her	per-
sonal	 project.	 In	 addition	
to	directing	and	filming	the	
scenes	she	is	also	providing	
the costumes and choreog-
raphy.		For	the	most	part	the	
choreography is taken from 
directly	from	the	movie	but	
for one scene Sarah will 
add some of her own im-
pressive	dance	moves.	

	 A	 requirement	
for the roles is being able 
to	 sing.	 “Some	 people	 are	
shy about singing and oth-
ers	just	belted	it	out,”	Sarah	
said.	
	 Some	of	 the	film-
ing will be taking place in 
our	cafeteria.	If	a	gym	and	
auditorium cannot be found 
conversions	will	be	made	to	
the caferteria or the dance 
room	 will	 be	 made.	 Al-
though	 Sarah	 would	 “love	
to	get	a	gym”	it’s	unlikely.	
Sarah says a second round 
of auditions will take 
place soon for people who 
couldn’t	make	it	to	the	first	
one.	Roles	are	open	for	ex-
tras as well as lead roles 
so	 there’s	 even	 a	 job	 for	
people	who	 don’t	 love	 the	
spotlight.	

and then they 
were allowed to 
rest, sip juice and 
nibble on cook-
ies.	
 S e n i o r 
Kimberly	 Ban-
joko said that, 
“when	 you	 first	
get off the chair 
you feel a little 
dizzy.”	After	 do-
nating	you’re	not	
supposed to do 
any	 heavy	 lift-
ing	for	about	five	
hours but most 
people reported 
no hindrance to 
their	daily	activi-

ties.
 
In	Amer-
ica,	 ev-
ery	 2	
seconds 
someone 
n e e d s 
b l o o d 
because 
1	 out	 of	
every	 3	
p e o p l e 
will at 
one point 
need a 
life	 sav-
ing blood 
t r a n s f u s i o n .	
However,	 in	

America,	accord-
ing	 to	 the	 Red	
Cross, only 3 out 

of	every	100	peo-
ple	donate	blood.	
	 L a t e l y	

there has been a 
citywide blood 
shortage.	 Ac-

cording to the 
New	York	Blood	
Center	 (NYBC)	
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BSGE vants to suck your blood

full attention on the inau-
guration.	
	 Ninth	 grader,	 So-
fia	Jimenez	de	Arechaga	Ji-
menez, expressed her frus-
tration towards the students 
around her, calling them 
disruptive,	“they	were	very	
disrespectful.”	
 Students had a 
harder time focusing with-
out	 the	 visuals,	 but	 those	
who	cared	listened	closely.
	 Every	detail	of	an	
inauguration counts, as stu-
dents were quick to pick up 
on.	

	 Eleventh	 grader	
Rudy	 Fuzaylov	 found	 one	
of	 Obama’s	 lines,	 “We	
are willing to extend our 
hands if you are willing to 
unclench	 your	fists,”	 to	 be	
especially	inspiring.	
	 However,	 reac-
tions	were	not	all	positive.	
	 Eleventh	 grader,	
Billy	 Olivares	 was	 quick	
to point out an unnecessary 
part of the inauguration, 
saying the poem read was, 
“horrendous	 and	 useless,”	
making sure to include the 
low	 grade	 Mrs.	 Yu	 would	
give	it.	
 Many of the stu-
dents felt an emotional con-

nection	 to	 the	 significant	
day.	
 Tenth grader, Mat-
thew	Grey,	 is	 still	 amazed	
that	 America	 has	 elected	
our	 first	 black	 president,	
“one	 hundred	 and	 fifty-
three	 years	 after	 slavery	 is	
abolished, a black man has 
become	 president.	 Maybe	
after	 another	 153	 years,	
racism will be abolished 
completely.”	
	 Having	an	African	
American	 as	 presidents-
gives	 hope	 to	 an	 entire	
group	of	people.	Americans	
are not the only ones af-
fected.	The	change	attitude	
has resonated throughout 

the	world.	 Kenya,	 Indone-
sia, and China, watched the 
inauguration with tears in 
their eyes and hope in their 
heart.	 Tenth	 grader,	 Amy	
Augello,	 stated	 it	 clearly	
when	 she	 called	 it,	 “A	big	
moment	in	history.”
	 America	 is	 going	
through hard times, but the 
inauguration	 gave	 hope	 to	
billions	of	people.	It	called	
for a time of generosity and 
caring	for	one	another.	This	
inauguration was not one to 
be forgotten, and as Steph-
anie	Aristakesian	put	it,	“It	
was fun to share it with 
each	other.”

1	in	7	people	that	enter	a	hospital	need	a	blood	transfusion.
photograph by Jolijt Tamanaha

“I	want	to	do	something	that	my	dad	did,	save	a	life.”	--	Senior	
Mattheus	Oliveira	 	 photograph	by	Jolijt	Tamanaha

continued 
from pg 1

we go old school, use radios 
to experience inauguration

Jolijt Tama-
naha ‘11

BSGE will be rocked
The	Midnight	Cult.	from left:	Andy	Sarmiento,	Richie	Pineda,	Kristopher	Kesoglides,	Justin	Hughes	and	Darwin	
Javier.	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 								photograph	by	Jolijt	Tamanaha

	 On	March	13th	
the cafeteria will be 
sufficiently	rocked	at	
BSGE’s	first	lounge	night	
concert.	The	Rock	the	
House Concert, hosted by 
Noelle	Cotti	will	run	from	
7:00pm-11:00	pm.

 The proceeds 
will go to two different 
organizations that promote 
education	in	African.	 	
On	Facebook	the	event’s	
popularity is growing 
rapidly.	Even	more	so	now	
that students are learning 
that the new, up and com-
ing band, The Midnight 

Cult,	will	be	playing.	
TMC,	four	BSGE	stu-
dents	and	Darwin	Javier,	a	
sophomore	at	Forest	Hills	
HS, actually came together 
for	this	event.	However,	
now	they’ve	managed	to	
book	four	other	gigs.	Their	
keyboarder,	Kristopher	
“Kritty”	Kesoglides	says	

they’re	“excited	to	play.”
 Other scheduled 
artists include Michael 
Ursu,	Sam	Levine,	Mark	
Bosz,	Oliver	Ponce,	all	on	
the	guitar,		Steffi	Jeong	
with	vocals,	Jonathan	Iboje	
rapping	and	Kathy	Oritiz	
will	be	reading	poetry.

they’re	down	to	a	three-to-
four	day	supply	and	they’ll	
need to start rationing the 
amount of blood going 
out	 to	 hospitals.	 It	 has	 yet	
to	 reach	 emergency	 levels	
but	 the	 agency	 is	 nervous	
about	 the	 next	 few	weeks.	
According	 to	 the	 NYBC	
the holiday season through 

about the sec-
ond week of 
February	 are	
tough weeks 
blood supply 
wise.	 Twen-
ty percent 
of	 NYBC’s	
blood supply 
comes from 
students so 
school	 vaca-
tions, like 
the summer 
months, re-
sult in a lot 
less	donors.	
 Vo l u n -
teers are al-
lowed to do-

nate	again	in	8	weeks.	If	you	
missed	the	drive	or	were	for	
some reason temporarily 
ineligible	and	you’re	 inter-
ested	in	saving	a	life	please	
go	 to	 www.givelife2.com	
to	find	a	blood	center	near	
your	house.	
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J u s t 
s e v e n	
months af-
ter the end of their 
last season, the 
BSGE	 Sting	 base-
ball team has be-
gun	spring	training.	
While	 the	 cold	 air	
continues	 to	 sting	 (no	 pun	
intended)	and	the	tempera-
ture rings in right around 
the	30’s	and	40’s,	the	boys’	
team practices in the gym, 
now weight training for a 
month.	 The	 sessions	 take	
place after sixth period 
Tuesdays,	Wednesday’s	and	
Thursday’s,	 however,	 now	
into	late	February,	the	team	
is doing partial outdoor 
practices in preparation for 
potential Mid-march sea-
son	opening	games.
	 While	the	team	
concluded their season 
10-4,	a	large	part	of	the	
starting 9 was lost, as well 
a key group out of the 
starting	rotation.	Pitchers	
Nick	and	Chris	Alvarez	are	
gone, along with starting 
catcher	Frankie	Alvarez.	

As	
well 
as the Alva-
rez broth- ers, 
BSGE	suffered	the	loss	
of	infielder	Jamal	Waire,	
who	now	plays	for	Molloy.	
Senior’s	Josh	Valladares,	
John	Kunicki	and	Sean	
Chin	are	gone	as	well.	This	
means that certain spots 
are	open,	and	players	have	
the opportunity to join last 
years	.700	ball	club.	Speak	
to Coach MacDonald, 
Daniel	Fridman	or	Evan	
Badler	about	coming	on	
board and participating 
in	weight	training.	On	a	
positive	note,	shortstop	
and	catcher	Billy	Olivares	
has postponed his rumored 
move,	and	will	be	staying	
with	the	team	for	the	2009	
season.
	 Regardless	 of	 ad-
mittance	into	PSAL,	BSGE	
will	take	the	field	this	year	
and practice regularly until 
opening the season, just as 
they	did	last	year.	

Sting	baseball	had	a	10-4	record	their	first	year	playing	much	thanks	
to	the	dedication	of	the	players	and	Mac’s	excellent	coaching.	Frankie	
Alvarez	(right)	and	Jamal	Waire	(up)	slide	into	safely	into	home.	
However	they	will	both	not	be	playing	this	year.

	 The	 BSGE	 Soft-
ball	 Sting	 have	 taken	 the	
first	steps	to	the	spring	and	
begun preparing for the up-
coming	campaign.	
 The girls, not 
head	 coach	 Virge	 Ramos,	
have	 organized	 7th	 period	
weekly workout sessions 
for Tuesdays and Thurs-
days, with intentions of 
increasing agility and more 
importantly	 speed.	 One	 of	
the	 problems,	 even	 from	
last season, was the lack of 
speed both around the bases 
and	in	the	field;	these	train-
ing sessions come with in-
tentions of increasing team 
speed, which is an absolute 
necessity.	“It	had	nothing	to	
do with me, it was all their 
idea”	said		 	
Ramos	 of	 the	 girls	 initia-
tive	 to	 organize	 training	
sessions.	
	 It’s	necessary	even	
more	now	than	it’s	been	at	
any time in the past few 
years, as the girls Sting are 

immensely	 short-handed.	
4	 of	 the	 9	 starting	 field-
ers	 have	 graduated	 and	
moved	 on	 to	 college	 and	
star-pitcher	Kristen	Spang	
has	 been	 sidelined	 for	 4-
6	weeks	with	 a	 torn	 liga-
ment	 in	 the	 right	 thumb.	
Spang is slated to be back 
for the start of the season in 
early	March,	 however	will	
miss most, if not all of the 
workout sessions before the 
season.	 Spangs	 role	 in	 the	
rotation	 will	 dip	 relatively	
low with her injury and the 
emergence of superstar and 
softball	 veteran	 Catherine	
Pena.	Pena,	in	her	first	sea-
son with the school club 
will begin the season as the 
ace	 of	 the	 pitching	 staff.	
Raving	reviews	have	come	
out of the coaching staff and 
the	team	itself	about	Pena’s	
pitching	capabilities.	In	ad-
dition	 to	 Pena,	 BSGE	will	
have	a	fresh,	healthy	Jamie	
Caroccio in line to pitch and 
field	to	start	the	season.	
	 The	team	has	0	se-
niors in line to play this sea-
son, and is still looking for 

athletic girls to come along 
board;	speed	and	quickness	
are	a	plus,	however,	athletic	
experience is what the team 
is lacking, and needs to 
help produce a successful 
season.	
	 With	 an	 incred-
ibly strong, deep pitching 
staff, the girls Sting look 
good	defensively;	that	said,	
more talent and athletic 
experience is necessary to 
make this team a contender 
–	work	out	with	coach	Ra-
mos’	 team	 and	 see	 if	 soft-
ball is the sport for you, or 
simply support and cheer 
on all of Sting, Catherine 
Pena	 and	 newly	 appointed	
captain Jamie Caroccio as 
they battle their way into 
the	2009	season.

Daniel Fridman 
‘10

girls team starts warm-
ing up and working out

right:	girls	take	the	field	at	
a	game	last	season.

above:	the	girls	softball	team	last	season.	This	year	the	team	is	seriously	lacking	in	pay-
ers	and	looking	for	people	who	want	to	play.



	 Sophmore	Kristen	
Spang, guard and power 
foward	 for	 the	 BSGE	
baseketball	 team,	 Lady	
Sting,	didn’t	get	to	play	the	
last	seven	games	of	the	sea-
son, including the playoff 
game.

 She tore a liga-
ment in her right thumb 
playing football on Tues-
day,	January	13th.	
 She wore a brace 
for about three weeks ane 
her thumb is slowly heal-
ing.	 She	 says,	 “the	 nick-
name	‘Thumbalina’	is	start-
ing	to	grow	on	me.”	
	 Kristen	 Spang	

averages	 7	 points	 a	 game.	
She’s	 Lady	 Sting’s	 third	
highest scorer, after soph-
mores	Sarah	Diaz,	who	av-
erages	16	and	Hannah	Mc-
Fadden,	who	averages	13.
	 Lady	Sitng	lost	the	
January	15th	game,	against	
Information Technology, by 
a mere 7 points, hinting at 
LS’s	heavy	reliance	on	ev-

ery	player.	BSGE	had	beat-
en Information Technology 
by	one	point	in	December.	
 They then lost to 
Queens	 Vocational	 Tec.,	
Frank	Sinatra	but	did	fight	
on	to	win	agains	Robert	F.	
Wagner,	 Newcomers	 and	
HS	for	Construction.
	 LS	 ended	with	 an	
8-8	record.

spang injured, girls team out 
one player at the end

jolijt tama-
naha ‘11

Coach	Potter	gives	Lady	Sting	a	quick	pep	talk	during	half	time.	Sting	was	down	12	points	and	went	on	to	lose	the	
game	againt	Queens	Vocational	Tech.	 	 	 	 	 														photo	by	Jolijt	Tamanaha

	 With	 another	 sea-
son come and gone, the 
BSGE	 Sting	 have	 seen	
their season pass them by 
without	a	victory,	or	a	close	
margin	of	defeat.	Even	with	
three of their scheduled 
games postponed early, 
BSGE	 concluded	 the	 sea-
son	 losing	 their	 final	 five	
games	by	at	least	20	points	
of more, and not coming 
within single-digits of an 
opponent throughout the 
entire	season.	
 Certain players 
chose not to comment on 
the problem, or the solu-
tion	 of	 the	 state	 of	 BSGE	
Basketball,	however,	others	
were open to discuss what 
they felt was the real issue 
on	 the	 court	 for	 the	 team.	

“It’s	difficult	because	we’re	
all good ball players, but 
we’re	not	great	ball	players.	
We	 could	 use	 more	 talent	
on	the	court”	said	Malcolm	
Hackworth,	 BSGE’s	 start-
ing	shooting	guard.	
	 Early	 in	 the	 sea-
son,	BSGE	contended	well	
in	two	games	against	New-
comers,	 coming	 within	 22	
and	25	points	 respectively,	
and playing well in both 
games for three out of four 
quarters.	 Even	 with	 both	
of	 these	 games	 serving	 as	
potential turning-points, 
the boys in blue and yellow 
struggled to communicate 
on the court and could not 
pull	through	for	a	victory.
	 P r o b l e m a t i c	
enough	 for	 BSGE,	 it	
seemed that when the team 
managed to struggle de-

fensively	 and	 the	 offense	
would	 not	 perform	 either.	
The	 Sting	 surrendered	 60	
points	or	more	in	17	out	of	
20	 games,	 but	 simultane-
ously	 lost	by	at	 least	30	in	
14	out	of	the	same	20.	Giv-
ing	up	60	is	reasonable,	and	
it happens to all teams in 
this	 division,	 however,	 the	
winning teams are the ones 
that	allow	60	but	score	70.	
The season-high for scoring 
was	44	points,	a	feat	which	
they	 have	 only	 accom-
plished once in the past two 
years,.	 The	 field-goals,	 in	
addition to poor free-throw 
shooting,	have	been	insuffi-
cient,	and	it	have	resulted	in	
as	minimal	as	23	points	per	
game.	“From	watching,	the	
spacing	on	 the	floor	seems	
off,	 guys	 aren’t	 in	 their	
positions	 because	 they’re	

not	 communicating.”	 Said	
Prince	 Perez,	 a	 spectator	
and	 basketball	 player.	 “It	
seems like a simple offense 
will do a lot better, a pick 
and	roll	even	maybe.”	
 The pick and roll 
wouldn’t	 be	 a	 bad	 system	
to adapt, especially at a 
low-scoring time of the 
season	 like	 this	 one.	 The	
heart is there, as is the ef-
fort;	 it’s	 just	 essential	 that	
this	team	finds	itself	on	and	
off	 the	court.	 	They’ve	got	
all of this off-season to con-
template	 how	 to	 find	 that	
winning rhythm, and with 
significant	 loss	 in	 senior	
players,	 it’s	 going	 to	 be	 a	
long and winding road for 
the sophomores and juniors 
to	lead	this	team	to	(a)	vic-
tory.
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lady sting 
starting five
record: 8 wins - 8 loses
division standing: 5

daniel fridman 
‘10

0-20 record leaves sting stung... 
again

lady sting stint at 
the playoffs
	 Lady	Sting	joined	PSAL’s	finest	teams	
in	the	2009	playoff	games.	
	 Unfortunately	they	lost	their	first	game	
to	 High	 School	 of	American	 Studies.	 LS	 had	
never	 played	 HS	 of	 American	 Studies	 before	
and	 they	were	 ranked	 second	 in	 their	 division	
with	a	13-3	record.	The	score	was	55	for	HS	of	
American	Studies	to	27	for	BSGE.	
	 Lady	 Sting	 is	 BSGE’s	 first	 team	 to	
make	it	to	the	PSAL	playoffs.	They	qualified	af-
ter	obtaining	a	winning	record	for	the	season.

Pictured	left	is	this	year’s	lady	sting	line	up.

Hannah	McFadden	passes	the	ball	to	Sarah	Diaz	during	
the	game	against	Queens	Vocational	Tec.	

photographs by Jolijt Tamanaha

Below	stats	are	from	from	psal.org

Hannah McFadden, 
#20
Average points per 
game:	13.21
Games played:	14
2 pointers: 55
3 pointers: 8
Percent free throws 
successful:	41.8
Total points:	185

Kathia Williams, #10
Average points per 
game: 0.93
Games played:	15
2 pointers: 7
3 pointers:	0
Percent free throws 
successful:	0
Total points:	14

Kristen Spang, #22
Average points per 
game:	6.23
Games played:	13
2 pointers: 33
3 pointers:	1
Percent free throws 
successful:	30.8
Total points:	81

Sarah Diaz, #30
Average points per 
game:	16.00
Games played:	15
2 pointers: 68
3 pointers:	23
Percent free throws 
successful:	49.3
Total points:	240
Pamela Reyes, #30
Average points per 
game:	1.69
Games played:	16
2 pointers: 13
3 pointers:	0
Percent free throws 
successful:	25
Total points:	27



So we’ve heard that you 
used to play basketball. 
Can you tell us a little 
about that?
Well	I	grew	up	in	the	Bronx	
and	my	father	was	my	first	
basketball	coach	in	the	sev-
enth and eight grade and 
he	gave	me	a	big	head	start	
over	a	lot	of	people	because	
he taught us the basic fun-
damentals.	 I	 worked	 my	
way up from being a sub to 
being an all-state player as 
a senior and then was fortu-
nate enough to get a schol-
arship to play college bas-
ketball at Holy Cross where 
I started for four years we 
had	very	good	 teams	 there	
and at the end of that I 
wound up playing in Spain 
for a year in Madrid 
for what is there 
professionally,

What/Who is 
your favorite 
t h i n g / p e r s o n 
about BSGE?
I just think the stu-
dents are so nice, 
it’s	 a	 really	 great	
diverse	 popu-
lation, people 
are	very	toler-
ant of one an-
other, respect-
ful and I think 
that goes for 
everyone,	like	
not just the 
students, but 
the faculty as 
well,	 like	 it’s	
a really neat 
i n t e r a c t i o n 
among all the 
people	here.	

Would you say 
you like NY bet-
ter than RI?
Well	 it’s	 home	
for	 me.	 You	 know	
I married into the 
state	 of	RI	 and	 I	 really	
like	 RI,	 being	 down	 here	
there are things that I miss 
about	 it.	When	 I	go	 take	a	
trip	 up	 there..there’s	 that	
little sense of homesickness 
because	I	lived	up	there	for	
24	years.	But	coming	back	
to	NY	I	feel	like	I’m	really	
home	 having	 grown	 up	 in	
the	Bronx.

How many countries or 
cities have you lived in? 
You said Spain and RI…
Well,	 Massachusetts	 for	 a	
couple of years while I was 
in	graduate	 school.	That	 is	
pretty	much	it,	really.

And how would you say 
you got into teaching af-
ter having played bball?
Well	 I	 taught	 while	 I	 was	
in graduate school, and at 
the end of graduate school 
I	though	well	I	have	to	get	
a real job because I was 
getting married so I went 
into banking and after my 

daughters were born and 
were growing up it seemed 
like	 a	 good	 move	 to	 go	
back	 to	 something	 that	 I’d	
liked doing while I was in 
graduate school which was 
teaching.	It	would	give	me	
a lot more time to be with 
the girls and so it worked 
out	really	well.	

I don’t think a lot of 
daughters have the same 
taste in music as their 
dad.

No,	it	is	interesting	and	they	
have	 probably	 introduced	
me to stuff that I probably 
would	 not	 have	 picked	 to	
listen	 to,	 like	 Radiohead	
for example…I had not re-
ally been drawn to it but 
my younger daughter kept 

telling me Oh you 
need to listen to 
this song and that 
kind of thing and 
at least making 
me appreciate 

t h a t 
band.	
I like 
a lot of 
m u s i c .	
Its not 
like a I 
have	any	
one band 
r i g h t 
now that 
I think is 
great that 
I listen 
to	a	lot.	I	

have	hundreds	of	CDs.

So, how do you like your 
coffee?	(laughter)
I like my coffee black, no 
sugar.	

So, do you cook?
Yeah	 I	 do.	 Yeah,	 I	 really	
like	 to	 cook.	 And	 it’s	 re-
ally	one	of	 the	very	unfor-
tunate	 things	 about	 having	
a	 small	 apartment	 in	NYC	
as	 opposed	 to	 living	 in	 a	
house	 like	 in	 RI	 because	
my kitchen area is so tiny 
it’s	less	inviting	to	cook	be-
cause	 it’s	 so	 inconvenient	
to	move	things	around.	I	re-
ally	have	no	counter	space,	
but I do like to cook and 
actually	when	I	go	visit	my	
mother	she	lets	me	cook.	

Do you have a favorite 
thing to cook?
When	 I’m	 up	 there	 I	 usu-
ally	grill.	

Even in the winter?
Oh yeah, throughout the 
whole…I	took	that	up	in	RI	
I always grilled throughout 
the whole winter no matter 
what	it	was	like	outside.	

Have you ever grilled 
in the snow?
Oh	 yea.	 In	 fact	 the	
first	time	that	I	car-
ried	 over	 grilling	
into the winter 
it was because 
we’d	lost	power	
in the middle of 

a snow storm and 
I thought well we 

could still cook, and 
I thought at that point, 

well I could just do 
this	all	year	round.	
We	could	do	grill-
ing	anytime.	

Mr. Potter, 
thank you.
Now	 you	 know	
all about me 
huh? 

I do. And we’re 
publishing it in 
the newspaper.
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Teacher of the 
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The 
For-
ever	
War,	
by Dexter 
Filkins,	re-
counts	the	author’s	
eye witness experiences of 
the rise of the Taliban in 
the	90’s	and	the	US	wars	
in	Afghanistan	and	Iraq.		
He whittles the hundreds 
of	notebooks	he	filled	up	
during his years as a war 
correspondent	for	the	New	
York	Times	down	to	a	se-
ries	of	around	50	vignettes.		
The	Forever	War	does	a	
remarkable job of human-
izing	the	wars	in	Afghani-
stan and Iraq, which can 
so often seem distant and 
abstract.		Filkins’	writing	
gives	you	a	visceral	sense	
of what it is like to be in 

the middle 
of a war 

zone in 
a way that 

few books 
can.		

 “The wind from 
the bullets brushed my 
neck.		Marines	were	writh-
ing in the street, tangles of 
blood and legs, while other 
marines were stooping and 
helping them and also get-
ting	 shot.	 	 I	 kept	 running,	
pumping,	flying	toward	the	
other side as fast as I could 
with	 my	 seventy	 pounds	
of gear when I saw a pair 
of marines standing in a 
doorway	 and	 waving	 to	
me	 to	 come	 on,	 come	 on.		
I ran straight for them and 
I could see by the looks 
on	their	faces	they	weren’t	
sure I was going to make 
it…”

 This book allows 
you to learn about the na-
ture	of	war	itself.		Through	
these stories we get to 
understand the people of 
Afghanistan,	evolution	of	
the situation in Iraq, the 
difficulty	with	 the	 recon-
struction process, politi-
cal	 reform,	 and	 the	 diffi-
culty of knowing whom to 
trust.

 This book does 
not pass judgment about 
the	war.		If	you	want	a	book	
to tell you about whether 
our wars are moral then 
this	 book	 is	 not	 for	 you.	
This book is full of the 
stories the real people who 
are	a	part	of	these	conflicts,	
American,	 Iraqi,	 and	 Af-
ghani.	 	 Filkins	 takes	 us	 to	
the	homes	of	Iraqi	officials,	
patrols	 with	 American	
troops through the streets 
of Iraq, public executions 
in	Kabul,	 the	 aftermath	 of	
suicide bombings, horror 
scenes in public hospitals, 
and	 interviews	with	 insur-
gents.		This	book	gives	you	
great insight and an under-
standing that is hard to gain 
from	the	television	news.		
 This selection 
is	 available	 in	 the	 school	
library	 on	 the	 Bacc	 Rag	
shelf.	

Book Of the month: 
Available in library

Aly Lakhaney
Teacher

	 I	don’t	understand	
what all the fuss was about 
because this book was just 
okay.		The	plot	in	the	book	
was decent but the charac-
ters were hollow and bor-
ing.		I	am	a	guy	so	maybe	
I would not like a story in 
a	girl’s	point	of	view.		The	
love	story	parts	of	the	
book were freaky and 
inexcusable and also 
a little graphic and 
detailed.		The	book	
was	also	repetitive	
at	times.		It	always	
stated how it rained 
in	the	Forks,	Bella’s	
hometown and how 
she went to class and 
talked	to	her	friends.		
Why	do	I	care	what	
she	has	to	do	every	
second?  This not 
only	diverts	from	the	
main story line but 
also makes the story 
seem a lot longer 
and less interesting 
than all the hype 
behind	it.		The	only	
part I enjoyed in the 
slightest was the gym 
fight	scene	which	
was the only action in this 
bland, emotionless, story 
and	even	then	the	author	
managed to make it into 
a bland and emotionless 
scene.
 The emotional 

side of all the characters 
was so annoying that you 
got	the	feeling	that	every	
single one of them was 
emo.		All	Stephanie	Meyer	
left out was wrist cut-
ting.		Is	this	what	she	think	
of teens, romance, and 
vampires?		No	person	is	so	
depressed and lonely that 
she has to date her imagi-
nary	vampire	boyfriend.		

The characters were really 
awkwardly	written.		Take	
Edward	for	example.		First	
he	hates	Bella,	and	then	
he stalks her while she 
sleeps.		“I’ve	been	watch-
ing you sleep for the past 

six	months	now,	it’s	very	
interesting,”	he	admits	to	
Bella	after	being	caught.		
But	Edward’s	creepiness	is	
only	overshadowed	by	that	
of	Bella.		She	actually	ac-
cepts the fact that she was 
being	stalked	by	a	vampire	
at night and thinks of it as 
the ultimate pick up line, 
one that actually works!
 They say not to 

judge a book by 
its	cover	but	a	
book’s	title	tells	
a lot about its 
story.		First	of	all,	
why is the title 
“Twilight”?		It	
has absolutely 
no connection 
to	the	story	line.		
It basically said 
Twilight once in 
the	whole	511	
pages around 
the end of the 
story.		The	“teen	
romance,	vam-
pire,	action	novel	
of	the	year”?		I	
expected this 
story	to	live	up	to	
all its hype and 
to	be	filled	with	
emotional scenes 
and	vampire	on	

vampire	action.		But	no,	I	
was	treated	to	a	novel	so	
bad that I had hard time 
finishing	it.		The	next	time	
someone tells you how 
good Twilight is, just tell 
them,	“no	thanks!”		

twilight book review: 
from a guys perspective
student name

‘14



	 What	would	hap-
pen if instead of growing 
older as time went by you 
grew younger?  
	 Based	on	the	
F.	Scott	Fitzgerald	short	
story, The Curious Case of 
Benjamin	Button	tells	the	
tale of a man who ages in 
reverse;	he	is	born	an	old	
man, and as the years prog-
ress,	he	gets	younger.	Over	
the course of two hours 
and	forty-five	minutes,	the	
audience is taken away on 
an epic fantasy tale about 
the intrinsic nature of life, 
death,	and	love.	Benjamin,	
played by the stunning 
Brad	Pitt	is	abandoned	by	
his father and taken in by 
a nursing home caretaker 
Queenie	(Taraji	P.	Hen-
son).	
	 Brad	Pitt	has	
been	criticized	for	giving	
an	overly	stoic	perfor-
mance, but the true beauty 
of	his	acting	in	this	film	
lies in his subtleties and 
his	believable	aging	(or	
perhaps	de-aging.)	Brad	
Pitt	manages	to	express	the	
nuances of old age as well 
as	teenage	life.		
 The nursing home 
is	where	Benjamin	meets	
the	love	of	his	life	Daisy,	
played	by	Cate	Blanchett	
who’s	most	famous	for	
playing	Galadriel	in	The	
Lord	of	The	Rings	Trilogy.	
The two get in trouble for 
playing together and their 

love	is	instantly	forbid-
den	because	Benjamin	is	
seen as an old man and 
she	as	merely	a	child.	He	
is	judged	by	everyone	but	
the residents at the nursing 
home.	
	 Cate	Blanchett,	
who	plays	Daisy,	Benja-
min’s	love	interest,	also	
delivers	an	emotion	filled	
performance, particularly 
when	she	meets	Benjamin	
a decade after their mar-
riage	ended;	she	is	in	her	
fifties,	and	he	is	in	his	late	
teens.
	 As	the	years	go	
by, he starts to grow stron-
ger	and	his	mind	matures.	
	 Benjamin	works	
Captain	Mike	(Jared	Har-
ris)	and	his	crew	and	lives	
his years as a sailor in 
World	War	2.	While	on	the	
tugboat,	Benjamin	never	
forgets to write to Daisy 
about	his	adventures.
	 The	movie	
explores their on and off 
relesionship.	The	chemis-
try	between	Brad	and	Cate	
is	undeniably	intense.		
 The entire 
premise	of	Benjamin	
and Daisy meeting in the 
middle	is	very	interesting.	
When	their	ages	coincide,	
they	have	a	passionate	
and	happy	relationship.	
However,	Benjamin	starts	
getting younger and Daisy 
is	still	aging.	
	 Regardless,	the	
story is brillantly told with 
many	levels	of	meaning.		
 The true beauty 
of	Benjamin	Button	may	
lie	in	its	universal,	but	
not	uniform,	appeal.	This	

movie	will	leave	an	impact	
on	everyone,	from	grand-
father to grandchild, but 
the impact will not be the 
same.
	 This	movie	draws	
parrallels between old and 
young	that	have	never	
before been so clearly 
developed.	Life,	somehow,	
and	it’s	path,	suddenly	
becomes simpler, while 
watching	the	trials	of	Ben-
jamin	Buton.	
		 Writer,	Eric	Roth	
brings back the style and 
dialect	of	his	earlier	movie,	
“Forest	Gump.”
	 David	Fincher	
takes a slight departure 
from	the	brass	of	Fight	
Club and indulges in 
subtleties	with	Benjamin	
Button.	The	film	is	filled	
with poignant and silent 
moments that reach out to 
the audience and grab them 
by	both	the	heart	and	mind.	
Benjamin	Button	is	char-
acterized by mood rather 
than	motion.	
 The already 
interesting story is backed 
up by amazing and poetic 
visuals	by	Fincher	and	
Claudio Miranda, the cin-
ematographer.
	 Overall,	this	film	
is	magnificent;	almost	
all the components fall 
into place seamlessly, the 
directing, acting, cinema-
tography,	plot,	and	score.	
While	this	is	not	the	film	
for people who go to the 
movies	to	see	explosions	
and insane action stunts, 
Benjamin	Button	has	a	lot	
to	offer	many	people.	
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Seriously, way cuter 
than a button
Stephanie Aris-
takesian ‘11 and
george itzhak 
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	 Panera	Bread	 is	 a	
very	laidback	place	to	hang	
out.	Order	some	food,	read	
a book, do your homework, 
or	 listen	 to	 some	 music.	
This place can be com-
pared to Starbucks with its 
jazzy music and relaxed at-
mosphere.	
Howeve r,	
it has a lot 
more food 
than Star-
bucks, plus 
free	 refills	
on soda and 
coffee.
 I always order the 
half soup/half sandwich 
meal.	 It	 is	 a	 cup	 of	 soup	

with	 half	 a	 sandwich.	 The	
French	 onion	 soup	 is	 deli-
cious.	 It	 is	 full	 of	 onions,	
cheese, and giant chunks 
of	bread.	It’s	a	hearty	soup	
that will warm you up on 
cold	winter	days.
	 Panera	 Bread	 is	
known for its huge menu 

of familiar and different 
breads.	 The	 sandwich	 I	
ate,	a	Bacon	Turkey	Bravo,	

came on a tasty tomato ba-
sil	 bread.	 	A	 huge	 mound	
of turkey is the only thing 
I	 can	 taste	 in	my	first	 few	
bites.	 Then,	 I	 taste	 the	
very	 flavorful	 Gouda,	 the	
crunchy bacon, and the 
crisp	lettuce.	This	sandwich	
has many strong tastes, but 
they	come	together	well.	
	 Panera	Bread	 is	 a	
good	spot	for	students.	It’s	
pretty	 cheap.	A	 half	 soup/
half sandwich meal with a 
small soda costs about ten 
dollars,	and	 they	have	 free	
refills.	Good	food,	a	 relax-
ing atmosphere, and a place 
to do your homework make 
this	 spot	 ideal.	Move	 over	
Starbucks,	Panera	is	taking	
over.	

Erin camia ‘14

Panera bread: 
Cheap and Chill

Directions to Nearest 
Location:

Walk	down	36th	avenue	towards	
35th street then turn left on 37th 

street.	Make	a	right	on	35th	avenue	
and	the	Panera	Bread	is	at	3801	

35th	avenue.

 I walked into this 
movie	thinking	it	was	going	
to be a waste of time and 
money.	After	 all,	 previous	
Jim	 Carrey	 movies	 didn’t	
exactly	 give	 this	 movie	
a	 good	 reputation	 (think	
“Liar,	 Liar“	 and	 “Bruce	
Almighty”;	 you	 get	 my	
point.).	 But	 I	was	 still	 cu-
rious about the plot of this 
movie,	a	man	who	can	only	
say	 yes	 to	 everything.	 So,	
semi-reluctantly, I agreed 
to	sit	through	the	movie.
 Jim Carrey plays 
Carl,	a	divorced	loan	officer	
who says no to going out 
with friends, going on dates 
and	pretty	much	everything	
else.	One	day	he	meets	his	
old	 friend	 Nick,	 played	

by John Michael Higgins, 
who	 convinces	 him	 to	 go	
to	a	self-	help	seminar.	The	
seminar is about learning 
how	to	say	“yes”.	After	the	
seminar	 leader	 (Terence	
Stamp)	tells	Carl	he	is	in	a	
covenant	and	can	only	 say	
“yes”	 to	 every	opportunity	
that is thrown at him, Carl 
ends up lending his phone 
to	a	hobo,	learning	Korean,	
and	 attending	 his	 boss’s	
“Harry	Potter”	themed	par-
ty.
 The night of the 
seminar, Carl runs out of gas 
and	meets	a	biker	named	Al-
lison.	She	gives	him	a	ride	
home	and	leaves.	A	couple	
of days later, he sees her 
band performing in a bar 
and	 they	 start	 talking.	 She	
invites	him	to	her	morning	

jogging/ photography class 
and	they	begin	dating.	Carl	
gets a promotion at his job 
because of him saying yes 
to	every	loan	he	looks	over.	
His life is going great until 
he	takes	a	last	minute	flight	
to	 Lincoln,	 Nebraska	 with	
Allison.	
 I really enjoyed 
this	 movie	 though	 it	 was	
predictable.	 I	 thought	 it	
was really funny and a lot 
better than most Jim Carrey 
movies.	 The	 plot	 is	 pretty	
similar	to	“Liar,	Liar.”	The	
actors	 in	 the	movie	are	 re-
ally	good,	especially	Zooey	
Deschanel,	 who	 plays	 Al-
lison.	The	movie	 is	 a	 little	
corny at times and the plot 
isn’t	that	original	but	if	you	
overlook	 these	 little	 faults,	
you’ll	enjoy	this	movie.

	 Every	 so	 often,	
an	 independent	 film	 comes	
along and makes a splash in 
awards	 scene.	 For	 the	 past	
couple of years, it was Juno 
and	 Little	 Miss	 Sunshine.	
This	 year,	 that	 film	 is	 un-
doubtedly Slumdog Million-
aire.	 The	 film	 has	 already	
received	heaps	of	critical	ap-
praise, and won eight Oscars 
at	this	year’s	awards.	Slum-
dog Millionaire, directed by 
Danny	 Boyle,	 a	 Brit,	 is	 an	
epic	 tale	 of	 one	 boy’s	 life	
through the slums of India 
and how he ended up on the 
Hindi	version	of	Who	Wants	
to	Be	a	Millionaire,	the	most	
watched	show	in	all	of	India.	
The	film	opens	with	him	on	
the hot seat on the edge of 
winning twenty million ru-
pees.	A	question	is	posed	to	
the audience: how did Jamal 
Malik, an uneducated slum 
kid, reach his way to the top? 
Did he cheat, is he a genius, 
or	maybe	even	lucky?	Or	is	
it	perhaps	destiny?	Over	the	
next two hours, the audience 
is shown the life Jamal Ma-
lik	through	a	series	of	flash-
backs that are initiated by 
the questions Jamal is asked 
on	the	game	show.	How	Ja-
mal knows the answer to the 
questions is shown through 
these	flashbacks.	
	 But	 the	 audience	
gets more than just answers 
to	trivia	from	the	flashbacks;	
they are treated with the por-
trait of not just a boy, but the 
entire	slums	of	India.	Jamal	
has been through a lot, from 
being orphaned in an anti-
Muslim raid, to escaping a 
child-exploitation ring, to 
hustling at the Taj Mahal, to 
rescuing	 his	 love	 from	 the	
clutches	 of	 a	 gangster.	 On	
the journey with Jamal is his 
brother Salim, and a later on 
a	 girl	 named	Latika,	whom	
Jamal has had feelings for 
his	 entire	 life.	Latika	 is	 the	
reason Jamal goes on the 
game	 show;	 he	 hopes	 she	
will	 be	watching.	The	 end-

ing of Slumdog Millionaire 
is one of the most satisfy-
ing	 I	 have	 ever	 seen.	After	
all that Jamal, and the audi-
ence, has been through, the 
happy ending is inspiring 
and	 heartwarming.	 While	
the concept of destiny in 
the ending, and throughout 
the	movie,	may	seem	corny,	
it	 fits	 in	 perfectly	 with	 the	
mood and intentions of the 
film.	The	recurring	theme	of	
destiny	in	the	film	has	been	
criticized, but it is appropri-
ate	 for	 a	 film	 as	 rooted	 in	
fantasy and daydreams as 
Slumdog	Millionaire	is.	
 In fact, by the end-
ing embrace, the audience 
has learned to accept desti-
ny’s	role	and	the	movie	and	
they	embrace	it	as	well.	The	
ending	credits	with	 its	Bol-
lywood style dance-off will 
leave	 you	 in	 a	 celebratory	
mood	 that	 won’t	 wear	 off	
anytime	soon.
	 Danny	 Boyle	 in-
dulges in a heightened sense 
reality	with	 Slumdog.	With	
his kaleidoscope cinema-
tography, sweeping camera 
moves,	crazy	jump	cuts,	and	
flashes	 through	 time,	Boyle	
paints an endearing picture 
of modern India, with all of 
its	 noise,	 energy,	 and	 life.	
Simon	 Beaufoy	 wrote	 the	
screenplay for Slumdog, 
basing	it	loosely	on	the	nov-
el	 Q&A	 by	 Vikas	 Swarup.	
There is something about 
Beaufoy’s	 screenplay	 that	
makes	 it	 rise	 above	 the	 ar-
chetypical	 underdog	 story;	
it	is	perhaps	Beaufoy’s,	and	
Boyle’s,	views	on	a	global-
ized	India	and	the	individual	
faces that make up the teem-
ing masses of the Indian 

streets.	The	 screenplay	 ren-
ders	the	film	not	only	enter-
taining, but also thematical-
ly	and	socially	conscious.
	 Although	 the	 cast	
of Slumdog Millionaire is 
pretty much unknown to 
American	 audiences,	 they	
are	lovable	and	the	audience	
grows	 attached	 to	 them.		
That’s	 one	 of	 the	 biggest	
signs	 of	 this	 film’s	 univer-
sal appeal, the actors are not 
Brad	Pitt	or	Angelina	Jolie,	
they are not well known, but 
they still manage to capture 
something indescribable in 
their performances that keep 
audiences at the edge of 
their	seats.
 One of the many 
highlights	of	 the	film	 is	 the	
soundtrack, composed by 
A.R.	 Rahman,	 with	 help	
from	 M.I.A,	 best	 known	
for	 her	 worldwide	 hit,	 Pa-
per	 Planes.	 Like	 the	 film,	
the soundtrack is bursting 
with both Indian and Hip-
Hop	energy.	The	soundtrack	
hits the high notes of the 
film	 with	 tracks	 like	 Paper	
Planes,	 O…Saya,	 and	 Mil-
lionaire, and the low notes 
as well, with tracks like 
Latika’s	Theme	and	Dreams	
on	Fire.	The	song	that	plays	
during the credits, Jai Ho, 
has been reportedly causing 
the audience to burst into 
applause.		
 Slumdog Million-
aire	serves	up	a	panorama	of	
emotion: it will excite you, 
seduce you, shock you, en-
thrall you, elate you, startle 
you, inspire you, transport 
you, make you laugh, and 
make	 you	 cry.	 Go	 catch	 it	
while	it’s	still	in	theatres!

George Itzhak 
‘10

Slumdog Millionaire, 
best movie by far

Ana Miljak ‘14

get laughs at ‘yes 
man’



february 2009       Student Life page 8      The BACC Rag

	 Jodi	Picoult’s	thir-
teenth	 novel,	 The	 Tenth	
Circle is possibly one of 
the	most	vivid	and	gripping	
novels	 I	 have	 ever	 read.	 It	
explores many different 
topics that any teenager can 
relate	 to.	 The	 novel	 illus-
trates a tale of the teenage 
world that scarcely contains 
any	 innocence.	 The	 world	
of drugs, wild parties, date 
rape, sex, and random hook 
ups	 is	 provocatively	 ques-
tioned	 by	 Picoult	 through	
the	 story	 of	 Trixie	 Stone.	
Trixie, a high school fresh-
man has a seemingly per-
fect	 life	 in	Maine.	Her	17-
year-old boyfriend, Jason 
Underhill,	is	the	love	of	her	
life.	 But	 when	 he	 breaks	
up with Trixie and later 
rapes	 her,	 Trixie’s	 whole	
world seems to break down 
around	her.
 The book includes 
Trixie’s	 point	 of	 view,	
as well as multiple other 
characters such as her fa-
ther,	 and	 mother.	 Daniel	
Stone,	 Trixie’s	 father	 is	 a	
graphic	 novel	 artist,	 while	
her	mother,	Laura	is	a	col-
lege	 professor.	 One	 of	 the	
books	Laura	 teaches	 about	
is	Dante’s	 Inferno.	 Inferno	

talks	 about	 the	 division	 of	
hell	 into	nine	circles.	Each	
circle contains sinners of 
different	 levels.	 Picoult	
expresses that Dante may 
have	 left	 out	 one	 of	 the	
worst	sins	 to	ever	commit:	
lying	to	oneself.	These	lies	
are	 what	 Picoult	 describes	
as	the	“tenth	circle.”	We	all	
know we 
have	 lied	
to our-
selves	 at	
least once 
and the 
realization 
of these 
lies is what 
makes the 
novel	 so	
fasc ina t -
ing.	
 
It	 is	 very	
successful 
in ques-
t i o n i n g 
innocence 
in	 the	 world.	 The	 novel	
switches back and forth 
through	 point	 of	 views,	
which helps depict that no 
one is truly as innocent as 
they seem
 This book really 
gives	 everyone	 something	
to	 think	 about.	 I	 could	not	
put this book down once I 
started	it.	But	the	most	rivet-

ing	thing	about	the	novel	is	
that we can all identify with 
different situations present-
ed	 in	 one	 way	 or	 another.	
As	 teenagers,	 we	 can	 all	
relate to trying to cope with 
the problems portrayed in 
The	Tenth	Circle.	 I’m	sure	
once you read this book 
and think about it, you will 

find	 your-
self recon-
s i d e r i n g 
your own 
values	 and	
morals.	
	 P i c o u l t	
skil lful ly 
dives	 into	
m u l t i p l e 
w o r l d s ;	
that of pro-
miscuous 
teenagers, 
date rape, 
and family 
problems.			
And	I	don’t	
think this 

book	 could	 get	 any	 better.	
The Tenth Circle, without 
a	doubt,	is	very	powerful	in	
exploring the mistakes we 
make, and whether these 
mistakes	 can	 ever	 be	 fully	
redeemed, along the way 
of telling us the story of 
the	Stone	 family.	So	 all	 in	
all,	 this	 book	 is	 definitely	
worth	reading.	

Simran Vazirani 
‘11

book Review:
The Tenth circle

Sometimes
I spell both with an e
And	sometimes
I put commas
Where	they’re	not	neces-
sary

Sometimes
I talk real fast
And	in	my	sometime	
lifetime
I	never	wore	a	cast

Other times
I type without looking
And	most	times
I	watch	t.v.	while	I’m	
cooking

Sometimes
I	wonder	if	I’m	missed
And	one	time
I ate ice cream for break-
fast

A	lot	of	times
I do  things with no  mean-
ing
And	sometimes
I forget to do my cleaning

Half the time
I’m	lost	in	my	mind
I’ll	find	my	way	out
Sometime.

the 
sum of 
times

sarah diaz ‘11

 My father died of 
colon cancer 3 years ago 
and now, for my 10 grade 
personal project, I’m ras-
ing money and awarness 
for the disease. 
	 Your	colon	is	a	
big last part of the diges-
tive	system,	and	is	also	
known as the large intes-
tine.	Our	colon’s	job	is	to	
absorb water and harmful 
wastes from the foods we 
eat.	The	colon	has	four	
main parts: ascending 
colon,	transverse	colon,	
descending colon, and 
sigmoid	colon	(as	shown	
in	the	picture	below).	
	 Cancer	(in	gen-
eral)	is	a	disease	where	
the cells in your body 
multiply	rapidly	and	don’t	
die	off.	This	is	harmful	to	
our bodies because when 
there is an excess amount 
of cells that keep grow-
ing	and	don’t	die,	they	
can	cause	tumors	to	form.	
Tumors can be benign 
(which	means	that	they	are	

not cancerous and can be 
easily	removed)	or	malig-
nant	(which	means	they	
are	cancerous	and	have	
a possibility of spread-
ing and infecting other 
organs).		
 Colon cancer is 
when tumors form and 
grow on the inner walls of 
any	part	of	the	colon.	This	
can	be	very	dangerous	
(and	in	most	cases	deadly)	
to	people	who	have	colon	
cancer because the cancer 
can spread easily to any 
part	of	the	body.	Colon	
cancer is the 3rd most 
common cancer in men, 
and	4th	most	common	
cancer in women, but it 
isn’t	as	addressed	as	the	
other cancers, such as 
prostrate	or	breast.	These	
statistics	have	been	calcu-
lated and they show that 
colon cancer has been the 
reason	for	40,000	deaths	
in	America	every	year.	
That’s	10%	of	America’s	
deaths! 
	 It’s	our	job	to	
keep	ourselves	healthy	and	
active	to	avoid	the	disease.

From the Series: ‘My fa-
ther’s battle with colon 
cancer.’

amalia caru-
sone ‘11

about 
colon 
cancer

 Meet with your Per-
sonal Project advisor. 
They	 will	 give	 you	
good feedback, and 
will help out you on the 
right	 path	 to	 success.	They	will	 give	 you	 tips,	 and	 they	
will	give	you	suggestions.	This	will	not	only	help	you	with	
your	project,	but	will	also	give	you	a	better	grade.

2.

Personal 
Project Tips

Thomas Ko-
zlowski ‘10

Stay up to date with 
your assignments.	 It’s	
important to know what 

is	 due,	 and	 when	 it	 is	 due.	
Keeping	 up	 with	 your	 Per-
sonal	 Project	 will	 bring	 you	
success.

1.

Don’t procrastinate. 
Students usually hold 

things off until the last min-
ute.	This	is	definitely	some-
thing	you	don’t	want	to	do	

with	 the	 Per-
sonal	Project.

Be confident about 
your topic.	 You	
don’t	want	to	change	

it around to much, which is 
why meeting with your ad-
visor	 to	finalize	your	 topic	
is	a	good	idea.

3. 4.

Go to 
your aca-

demic advisor.  They 
are	also	there	to	help.

Nail the presentation.	
Get	an	idea	of	what	you	
are going to present and 

how you are going to present 
it.	 You	 have	 to	 present	 within	
certain guidelines and your pre-

sentation is supposed to inspire stu-
dents	so	be	creative.

Use your 
peers. Talk 
to your 

classmates	 and	 find	
out what they are do-
ing.	Help	each	other	
out,	 and	 give	 each	
other some opinions 
and	tips.

Consult the experienced. Talk to 
students	who	have	already	complet-
ed the personal project, ask them 
questions.	They	will	tell	you	how	to	
do things, and talk about their expe-
rience with it

 Take care of the journal.	Lastly,	don’t	make	up	
like	20	 journal	entries	 in	one	night.	Try	 to	keep	
them	as	up	to	date	as	possible.	Your	journal	is	im-
portant	so	make	sure	yours	is	good.

5. 6.

7.

8.
9.

Poetry

life and times of fred
mikael muehlbauer ‘10










