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Lady Sting Softball made it to the playoffs for the first time ever. Pictured above, shortstop and 
captain Senior Kristen Spang. Photo credit: Natalie Alfarhan ‘11

Short Stories

“Show Me the Money” Seniors 
Cry Out to Colleges
100% of 2011 graduates are going to a 
four-year college, which is unprecedent-
ed at BSGE, Yet, the 2011 seniors are less 
excited about college than the 2010 se-
niors were. 
 This gloomy conclusion is based 
on surveys distributed by The Bacc Rag. It 
found a 20% drop, from 2010 to 2011, in 
students describing themselves as “elat-
ed” about the college they will be attend-
ing and a 12% increase in students who 
describe themselves as “disappointed.” 
 According to the New York 
Times, for many colleges, the 2011 
admission rates were the lowest ever. 
Boston University, for example, reported 
a 10% decrease in students admitted in 
just one year. 
 But Mr. Peter Wilson, BSGE’s 
college counselor, says that the class 
of 2011 is “one of the most successful 
to ever graduate” in terms of college 
acceptances. He believes that the 14% drop 
in admission into reach schools occurred 
because the class of 2011 applied to a 
“higher caliber of schools.” The class of 
2010, he felt were “sometimes playing it 

safe.”
 Instead of admissions, Mr. Wil-
son suggests financial aid is to blame for 
the general lack of enthusiasm. He says 
that schools are “just not offering the 
money and it’s really frustrating for ev-
eryone involved” and adds that if  “money 
was not a factor” he believes the number 
of students at private schools would be 
at least 10% higher.  Mr. Wilson says it 
was “last year’s trend too” but the survey 
suggests financial aid affected the class 
of 2011 more. 
 While last year 17% of students 
said their financial aid packages 
prevented them from attending their first 
choice school, a staggering 40% reported 
the same this year. One senior echoed the 
sentiment of many with the comment 
that “money was a huge factor.” 38% of 
seniors said the most influential element 
in their decision about which school to 
attend was the strength of its financial aid 
package. Last year, only 15% of students 
said the same. 
 Jonathan Ibojie commented that 
his choice was made to avoid “graduating 
with a debt that I did not want to deal 

with.” However, Jonathan also described 
his packages as “fine” and the percentage 
of students who described themselves 
as “disappointed” with the financial aid 
packages offered dropped by 10%. This 
contradiction complicates the statistics. 
 The class of 2011 was offered 
over $9.26 million in merit-based 
scholarships. But for many it simply 
wasn’t enough.
 Senior Kristen Spang attributes 
a lot of the hesitation to the ongoing re-
cession, explaining, “everyone’s really 
conservative with their money.” She adds 
that the large number of college gradu-
ates means “a job isn’t even a guarantee 
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“While last year 17% 
of students said their 

financial aid packages 
prevented them from 
attending their first 

choice school, a 
staggering 40% reported 

the same this year.” 
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Looking Pretty At Prom
 On June 8th, at Douglastan Manor, the 
class of 2011 celebrated their prom from 7pm 
to 12pm. Students pulled up in limos wearing 
tuxes and beautiful dresses. The night included 
coconut shrimp, dancing, photographs, and 
an hour of deserts. The tickets were $55, a 
record low at BSGE, because of the successful 
fundraising done by the Senior Council. 
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Who showed up to the last Parent 
Teacher conferences?

The New Boys’ Soccer Team
 There has been a large demand for a 
boys soccer team in BSGE. Taking initiative, a 
group of boys approached Ms.Silva and asked 
her to be a supervisor. She told them they 
needed another teacher and so Mr. Giraldo 
volunteered. During Parent teacher confer-
ences, John Ryding, the father of one BSGE’s 
the students, Ian Ryding 8th grade, asked Ms. 
Silva about the team. He provides soccer balls, 
vests, cones, and has contacted another school 
about games. He also is pushing Ms. Silva and 
Mr. Giraldo to enroll in PSAL (Public School 
Athletic League). “He has a lot of experience 
so the kids are happy, he plays on a team him-
self.” said Ms. Silva.
 Ms. Silva said, “they are following 
in the volleyball team’s footsteps in getting 
permission to practice at Frank Sinatra High 
School. It is a great facility, and very conve-
nient.” If  they do enter PSAL next year the cur-
rent practices will count as tryouts. No experi-
ence is needed to join the team. “Any eager 8th 
to 12th grade can join.”

Students Sing Their Hearts Out
 On June 10th, Karaoke Night, 
organized by the Junior Council was  a success. 
Students from different grades took the stage to 
belt out and dance to their favorite songs. Most 
students are urged not to quit their day jobs 
(and to get checked for being tone deaf) but 
some were great and all sang from the heart.

15of June the New York State regents 
will begin and BSGE athletes will 
celebrate at the sports dinner.
of June the class of 2011 will 
graduate at a ceremony at Queens 
Theater in the Park.23

A Joke Frank 
Sinatra (High 
School) Didn’t 
Laugh At
Page 3

BSGE Goes to Chinatown
Page 5

Double Depositing A 
Dangerous Game 
Page 6

Summer in NYC
Pages 10 & 11



 
June 2011       BSGE’s Official Buzz            Page 2

Table of Contents

Editorial: Thank 
You Notes
 The Bacc Rag experienced its first taste of controversy in April. Our right to free speech (and our 
right to make a joke) was ignored when the issues were collected. But I am grateful it happened because it 
gave me a moment to reflect on the amazing opportunity that I have had working on this newspaper at BSGE. 
Over the past six years, many, many people have been extremely supportive. 
 When Kristen Spang, Nathan Nikolic and I first approached then-principal Bill Stroud about creating 
a newspaper for the seventh grade he didn’t hesitate. Mr. Aly Lakhaney signed on as adviser. The “Popcorn 
Weekly” was born and distributed (kinda) weekly for two years. In the 100th issue, we announced that we 
would become “The Bacc Rag,” a tabloid-sized, school-wide newspaper. 
 Not once did someone question (at least not to our faces) whether we could do it. In fact, support was 
rampant from the very first issue onwards.  
 Through The Bacc Rag, BSGE has given me more than I ever imagined. 
I learned how to take my ideas and myself seriously but not too seriously. I learned to think before I speak and 
to think twice before I write. I learned that although words are powerful, they rarely say enough (learned this 
one while trying to write this editorial). For these lessons I owe many people “thank yous.” 
 Thank you to BSGE’s parents, who usually spoke with great encouragement. Thank you to BSGE’s 
administration and staff. 
 Thank you to BSGE’s teachers, many of whom, in April, assured me that they had stashed contraband 
issues.
 Thank you to my parents for always being understanding (even when I chose The Bacc Rag over doing 
homework).  
 Thank you to the many, many people that were/are on a Popcorn Weekly or Bacc Rag staff. You all 
put up with the hard work, stress, and me. 
 Speaking of with putting up with me, thank you Ms. Johnson. You always support us but you also kept 
a deliberate distance, giving The Bacc Rag the freedom necessary to learn responsible journalism. 
  Finally, thank you Mr. Aly Lakhaney. You taught me most of what I have learned from The Bacc Rag. 
Through your actions you showed me how to be diplomatic, thoughtful and dedicated. 
 Ms. Johnson said that the incident with Frank 
Sinatra taught her that she is “fortunate to have 
the BSGE community.” So is The Bacc Rag 
and so was I.
 While it does hurt to write my 
name on an issue for the last time, I do 
so with full confidence that with Mr. 
Lakhaney, our new editor-in-chief, Erin Camia, and 
BSGE, The Bacc Rag can continue to improve with every 
issue. 

JOLIJT 
TAMANAHA ‘11

Party Coupon
Bring this coupon to the party on June 31st and 
pay $2.30 instead of the $6.75 admission fee!!
On BSGE’S fifth floor!!

Justin Bieber will make a 
brief appearence!

Principal of Ronald McDonald 
HS is the guest of honor!!

Moon Rock!
Toenails to be displayed. 
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 Sponsored by 
GLSEN, the Gay, Lesbian 
and Straight Education 
Network, the National Day 
of Silence is a day on which 
students across the country 
take a vow of silence. The 
silence is symbolic of the 
silence that homosexuals 
who are not open about 
their sexual orientation 
experience everyday. 
Participants  invite others 
to “think about the voices 
you’re not hearing today”. 
This year it was held on 
April 15th and BSGE 
participated.
 At BSGE, students 
who took the vow of silence 
took their commitments 
very seriously. Students 
staying silent sported red 
laminated tags describing 
their pledge, while 
“supporting” students 
(those who chose to 
support the cause without 
staying silent) wore blue 
tags.  Few wore no tags at 
all. Said one anonymous 
student, “I don’t see how 
everyone being quiet all 

day is 
supposed 
to make 
people pay 
attention. 
Shouldn’t 
we be 
s p e a k i ng 
out to bring 
attention?”
  
However, 
it seemed 
that the majority of stu-
dents felt that staying silent 
was an effective method for 
calling attention to the si-
lencing effect of anti-LGBT 
bullying and harassment 
in schools. Said Brianna 
Spariosu, “I was silent, but 
it was really hard for me 
to stay quiet because I’m 
VERY talkative. My teach-
ers really appreciated it 
though, and I felt that once 
people noticed that I was 
quiet even though I nor-
mally cant stop talking, it 
brought attention to the is-
sue.”
 Many students 
who pledged to be silent 
but couldn’t commit and 
spoke during the day had 

their tags taken away. “I 
really do believe in the 
cause and I did stay silent,” 
said an anonymous 8th 
grader, “but there were a 
lot of people who believed 
in the cause but had a hard 
time not talking.  I get it. 
It’s challenging to stay 
silent around your friends 
when they’re all talking 
and you want to join in on 
the conversation”. 
 Other students 
disagreed with this opin-
ion. “I think that those who 
got their pledge necklaces 
confiscated deserved it,” 
said an anonymous stu-
dent, “I mean, have some 
self control!” 

A Quiet Protest on 
the Day of Silence

MICHELLE 
NATANZON ‘15

 The Bacc Rag’s 
April Fools’ front page 
was meant to garner a few 
laughs and then be thrown 
away.  The front page article 
was titled “BSGE To Merge 
With Frank Sinatra” and 
was filled with fake quotes 
about reasons for the fake 
merge. Above the article 
was a photoshopped image 
of Justin Bieber in front of 
BSGE. 
 Out of 
professional courtesy, 
Ms. Johnson informed 
Principal Finn, of Frank 
Sinatra High School, 
about the fake article. Ms. 
Finn then asked that the 
issues be recollected and 
reprinted without Frank 
Sinatra’s name. According 
to Ms. Johnson, Ms. Finn 
“expressed concern 
about the parents in her 
community possibly not 

understanding 
that that may 
be a joke.” 
Minutes after 
the issues were 
distributed they 
were collected. 
A new issue was 
reprinted a week 
later. 
 The rapid 
collection fueled 
rumors about 
the newspaper. 
Some students 
were not able to 
finish reading 
the article and 
were, therefore, 
not given enough 
time to discover 
that the headline 
was a joke. 
 M s . 
Johnson said, 
“the decision was 
made because I 

was concerned about my 
colleague.” At FSHSA, Ms. 
Johnson admitted, Princi-
pal Finn is forced to make 
decisions that revolve 
around maintaining sup-
port from the DOE and 
school financial sponsors 
and parents. This creates a 
pressure to be diplomatic. 
“I understand the position 
that some principals are in 
and that some principals 
don’t have the support that 
I enjoy,” Ms. Johnson add-
ed.  
 A Frank Sinatra 
newspaper journalist (who 
preferred to remain anon-
ymous) admitted that Finn 
reads every issue of their 
school newspaper before it 
is published. 
This is, fortunately, a 
limitation that The Bacc 
Rag has never had to 
work with. It is also not a 
limitation allowed by law. 
Despite common belief, 
according to the Journalism 
Education Association, no 
Supreme Court decision 
states that school officials 
have the right to review 
issues before they are 
distributed. And, although 
student rights are still a 
hazy area, the Supreme 
Court has clearly ruled 
that officials cannot blindly 
censor students. 
 According to the 
Student Press Law Center, 
censorship by school offi-
cials is only legal if  the ma-
terial will cause a “substan-
tial disruption of school 
activities or an invasion of 
the rights of others” or if  
the material is “libelous or 
legally obscene.” The Su-
preme Court, in Tinker V. 
Des Moines in 1969, set 
this requirement to protect 
student rights. 
  Hazelwood School 

District v. Kuhlmeizer, a 
Supreme Court decision 
from 1988, seems to 
contradict the Tinker v. De 
Moines decision because 
the Supreme Court ruled 
that school officials can 
censor student publications 
with “reasonable 
educational justification” 
but not because they 
disagree with the point of 
view expressed. 
However, this decision 
does not apply to The Bacc 
Rag because it requires 
that the publication be 
founded by school officials 
and be a part of the school 
curriculum. The Bacc Rag 
is neither. It is also difficult 
to argue that the prank 
article would have led to 
interference in student 
education. The Bacc Rag 
was the only participant 
acting within legal rights.
 The Bacc Rag’s 
April Fools’ incident is not 
the only case, and far from 
the most dramatic case, of 
school censorship. 
 According to 
Today’s News-Herald, 
a journalism teacher in 
Colorado was reassigned 
and now teaches English 
after a student wrote an 
article that was critical 
of an action by the high 
school’s administration. 
The principal insists the 
reassignment was not a 
direct result of the article 
but the teacher says it 
wasn’t the first time the 
newspaper was censored. 
They were also not allowed 
to publish an article about 
a dangerous pesticide that 
was sprayed on school 
grounds. This is one of 
many cases of censorship 
that challenge the rights of 
students. 

A Joke Frank 
Sinatra Didn’t 
Laugh About

JOLIJT 
TAMANAHA ‘11

The Bacc Rag 
Finishes Its Fourth 
Year
 To the left is an image of the front page of the very first The Bacc Rag.  
The issue was put together though a long, painful process that began with 
printing out articles and then gluing them onto graph paper. The graph paper 
was then copied, the rogue lines were whited out, and then the papers were 
scanned. The scans were compiled into a pdf and the pdf was then sent off to 
a publishing company. 
 That story sounds like it belongs with the stories told by grandfathers 
of typewriters and long trudges in the snow. But really the issue was put out 
in May of 2007, when computers were more than well established. We just 
didn’t have the knowledge needed to use a formatting program. 
 The process took way too long and was unmanageable. So we down-
loaded a free trial of programming software and the learning began.
 Today, The Bacc Rag is designed on Adobe InDesign, the program 
used by most professional papers. It is a lot more readable than the first issue 
was and-hopefully-looks a lot nicer. 
 Happy 4th Birthday to The Bacc Rag and many more to come!



 On March 30th, 
the 8th grade took a field 
trip to Baruch College in 
Manhattan to see the pro-
duction of Shakespeare’s 
“Romeo and Juliet”. Af-

ter reading and writing 
about the original script 
for a few weeks with Eng-
lish teacher Niki Singh 
and student teacher Phil 
Marnell, BSGE 8th grad-
ers were very prepared to 

view the dramatic story. A 
few days before the field 
trip the students were vis-
ited by former actress Les-
lie who starred as Juliet in 
the Shakespeare play many 
years ago. She taught the 

students how to speak in 
sonnets and which words 
to put emphasis on and 
how to say the lines the 
way Shakespeare had in-
terpreted it to be. Students 
got to ask questions about 
Leslie’s former perfor-
mances and her feelings 
towards Shakespeare and 
acting.
 Some students 
were disappointed with 
the Romeo and Juliet pro-
duction they saw at Ba-
ruch College because it 
was a shortened version. 
It missed some of their 
favorite parts of the play 
and key components. An 
anonymous 8th grader 
said, “It just wasn’t the 
same as the original play.” 
Others were relieved that 
the play was a shortened 
version because usually 
Romeo and Juliet plays last 
3 hours, and they were 

not looking forward 
to sitting through a 
3 hour long play lis-
tening to Old English 
that can be hard to 
understand.
 The Baruch 
College production 
of Romeo and Juliet 
was in a simple au-
ditorium with a nice 
enough stage but not 
many props, fancy 
lighting, special ef-
fects, lavish costumes 
or set design at all. Daniel 
Talero commented, “I was 
expecting something more 
bad ass like flashing lights 
when they died but it was 
still okay. I just liked going 
to the park after and miss-
ing a whole day of school”. 
But no matter, the Baruch 
College production helped 
8th graders grasp the idea 
of what Shakespearean 
plays are like and gave 

them some ideas on how 
they can use these acting 
tips in their own Romeo 
and Juliet unit assessment 
of creating a monologue 
for a certain character in 
the play and presenting it 
to their class. Overall, the 
8th grade had loads of fun 
that day and after view-
ing the show got to end 
the day by relaxing, eating 
lunch and playing sports 
at Madison Square Park.
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 The IB art show 
took place from April 
8th to the 14th and for 
much of that time the li-
brary was a forbidden 
to all other students ex-
cept for teachers and the 
students who were pre-
senting their work in the 
show. The nesting ground 
that was the library for 
so many students was no 
more and for the most 
part many students had 
to find a new place to do 
homework and use the 
computers. The show it-
self however seemed to be 
a major success for both 
the students presenting 
their work and the teach-
ers who mentored them 
in the long process of al-
locating and producing 
such works of art. A quick 
walk through of the show 
revealed vast canvases 
decorted with paint and 
pastel, odd and obscuring 
sculptures that captured 
the eye at first glance, and 
subtle yet thought pro-
voking sketches whose 
job were to aid the artist 
in the conveying of his or 
her subject matter. Artist 
statements accompanied 
all the works of art that 
the students created and 
helped put meaning be-
hind their works of art. 
 The annual show 
provides a chance for 
students to present their 
artwork to the BSGE com-
munity. The show is also a 

requirement of the IB art 
program and IB Art Exam-
iners come in to critique 
and evaluate each stu-
dent’s work for about 20 
or 30 minutes. The show is 
then opened to the whole 
community and many 
members of the commu-
nity come in. Mr. Steele, 
one of the two art teach-
ers at BSGE, commented, 
“Well I think that parents 
generally can’t think that 
students did this. The in-
dividual students also are 
very surprised because 
they generally don’t see 
the students’ work laid 
out like that, to have years 
worth of work laid out 
in front of the students is 
very surprising.” 
 The show also 
provides a chance for 
many of the students to 
sell their pieces of art. 
Around 70 percent of the 
sale price goes to the stu-
dents who sold the piece 
of art and around 30 per-
cent goes to the art depart-
ment at BSGE The money 
raised over the past few 
shows has allowed the art 
department to purchase 
2 new cameras. The total 
amount of money raised 
this year was an astound-
ing $1000.    
 The Art show 
provided a much needed 
end to the arduous work 
many students had put 
into their work.  
 Many students 
had mixed thoughts about 

the art show some were 
pleased with it others not 
quite as much. Despite the 
countless hours of hard 
work put into the pieces 
of the students many still 
believe that taking Art was 
worthwhile. Bismarck 
Pacheco, a junior who 
took art remarked that, 
“I would recommend art 
over technology because 
art allows to be creative 
and gives you 70 minutes 
of thought and creativity 
for your self. That is why 
I like art.” There seemed 
to be a similar perspec-
tive among other students 
as well and that no matter 
how hard a process it was, 
looking back, it was worth 
while. Some classes had 
to be moved from their 
normal rooms while the 
Art show was going on.   
Ms. Shen and her Chinese 
classes for the most part 
were displaced to other 
rooms. Nevertheless she 
remarked that it was an 
amazing show.
 However, the is-
sue of the IB art show 
reaches farther out than 
BSGE, it is in an issue of 
the importance of art it-
self in today’s society. The 
IB program’s purpose is 
not to get more students to 
become artists or pursue 
careers centered around 
art rather it is to instill 
in students an apprecia-
tion for art.  Mr. Steele re-
marks on the importance 
of art by saying, “Art talks 

to people and presents 
and confronts people and 
gives them things to think 
about and it would be a 
pretty dull world without 
art. Nature is full of art 
and to make art like na-

ture is merely a continu-
ation of nature and the 
natural process.” 
 Art is the fore-
front of creativity and ex-
pression; these two con-
cepts have our daily lives 

for thousands of years and 
for thousands of more to 
come. For that reason we 
all in some way or another 
should embrace it. 
 

The Library Becomes A 
Gallery For IB Art Class
SEBASTIAN ALI ‘14

To Watch Or Not to Watch?
Students Have Mixed Response to Romeo and Juliet Production

Students act out Romeo and Juliet in the classroom.
Photo credit: Niki Singh

LYDIA STETSON ‘15 “Some 
students were 
dissappointed 

with the 
Romeo 

and Juliet 
production...”

Photo Credit: Roy Steele



 

24 hours after its creation the 
“Westchester SMUT List” Facebook 
page had over 7,000 “likes” and 
100 names of teenage girls deemed 
smuts—the “l” was changed to an 
“m” to avoid Facebook regulations. 
The page was also promptly followed 
by multiple pages urging the creators 
to take down the list and was shut 
down on March 7th. But not without 
hurt feelings, fights, and shattered 
self-esteems. 
 According to the Daily 
Greenwich, Greenwich High 
School Headmaster Chris Winters 
said, “students who send ‘virtual 
slanders that disrupt the educational 
process will be subject to school 
consequences.’” Yet, NBC reports 
that no students “will face any 
disciplinary action.” 

 This isn’t 
surprising. A school’s 
responsibility to, and 
ability to, address 
cyberbullies has been 
a problem since the 
practice became popular 
enough to warrant a 
new term. Cyberbullying 
typically occurs outside 
of school and this 
makes both tracking it and 
implementing punishment 
difficult for school 
officials.  
 O n 
June 1st, 
the New 
York State 
Senate passed anti-
bullying legislation that included 
cyberbullying. If  passed by the state 
assembly the bill will give schools the 
authority to act when cyberbullying 
occurs and cyberbullying will 
be added to the anti-bullying 
curriculum at schools. According 
to the National Crime Prevention 
council, 43% of teenagers report 
being victims of cyberbullying. 
 On “Good Morning 
America” internet safety expert 
Parry Aftab said cyberbullying is 
so lethal because “the cyberbullies 
beat you up at home, at grandma’s 
house, wherever you’re connected to 
technology.” Cyberbullies may also 
be harsher than traditional bullies 

because 
they don’t need 
to look into the eyes of the person 
they are attacking. This means 
cyberbullying usually has no real 
physical consequence for the bully.
 In March, New York high 
school senior Alexis Piklington 
committed suicide. Friends think her 
action was related to mean messages 
posted on Formspring and Facebook. 
She is one of many teenagers 
nationwide who have taken their 
lives because of cruel people that 
used technology as a weapon. 
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If You Are Being 
Cyberbullied:

1. Do not read the bully’s messages. 
2. Block the bully if the program allows.
3. Save the messages. The messages may 

be needed as evidence if action is going to 
be taken.

4. Speak to an adult; Your parents or 
BSGE’s guidance counselor, Timothy 

David-Lang can helo you.
5. If the bully threatens you DO NOT 
ignore it. Report him/her to the school 
immediatly so that something can be 

done.
6. Understand that you are the victim 

and that the bully’s behavior is related to 
who he/she is, not anything that you have 

done.

Words Can Hurt 
More Than Swirlies

JOLIJT TAMANAHA ‘11

 The 2010-
2011 yearbook definitely 
captures the spirit 
of this year’s senior 
class.  Beginning with 
a Dr. Seuss quote on 
friendship, the idea that 
close friendships have 
developed are evident 
throughout the book. It 
seems that each page is 
loaded with pictures of 
friends having fun. The 
yearbook also emphasizes all the good times that the 
seniors have had throughout the year. Pictures of events 
like Lounge Night, Spirit Week, Senior Trip, and the trip 
to Denmark are included. 
 Features that are usually in yearbooks can also be 
found in this one. School pictures of each student can be 
found next to their chosen baby picture. Pictures of clubs, 
groups, and sports teams take up a few pages. Two pages 
full of “Remember when…” quotes from students are 
funny for any reader and a great chance for the seniors to 
reminisce about their years spent in BSGE. This yearbook 
has all the features necessary for creating something that 
people can look back on in years to come and remember 
their high school years.
 Even though this yearbook has the standard 
pages, BSGE’s Sting pride still shows up. Cartoon bees and 
hives show up on many of the pages. The yearbook staff 
paid special attention to the six years that most students 
spent in BSGE. Pages of this year’s seniors in seventh to 
twelfth grade help the nostalgic feel of the yearbook. 
Reading through the yearbook, the relationships that the 
students have formed and the good times that they have 
had are emphasized.
 Virge and the yearbook staff did a great job of 
creating the classic yearbook with a BSGE flair. Flipping 
through the pages, students will laugh and remember the 
best times that they had at BSGE. Even though the seniors 
are looking forward to college and the rest of their lives, 
this yearbook will serve as a reminder of their BSGE 
family.

2011’s Yearbook 
Truly Represents

ERIN CAMIA ‘14

 The 9th grade 
Chinese class embarked 
on a day of experiencing 
Chinese culture with Ms. 
Shen on April 10, 2011. 
The purpose of the trip 
was to practice the Chinese 
the students learned in 
class in a real life situation. 
Students would also 
interact with other aspects 
of the culture including 
eating authentic Chinese 
food.  This was the first 
Chinatown trip BSGE 
students took in 4 years.  
 Before they left, 
Ms. Shen informed the 
class about the last trip 
to Chinatown with the 
current twelfth grade when 
they were in eighth grade. 
The day was going well 
until one of the students 
saw turtles, which resulted 
in students running across 
the street. Ms. Shen said 
that she and the old 
Chinese teacher, Ms. Sun 
“were two helpless Chinese 
ladies.” Another woman on 
the street asked “Zhe shi 

na ge xue xiao?” or “What 
school is this?” in English. 
Ms. Shen responded with 
“the school over there” 
and pointed up the street. 
She didn’t want to admit 
they were from BSGE.
 Ms. Shen 
explained her expectations 
of this trip and that she 
had high hopes for the 
current 9th grade Chinese 
class. She was optimistic 
about how they would 
represent BSGE and Ms. 
Shen in Chinatown. After 
the pep talk from Ms. 
Shen, the class was ready 
for their own Chinatown 
adventures.
       Once in Chinatown the 
class, accompanied by the 
old student teacher, Gao 
Lao Shi, made their way to 
Mott Street where they had 
lunch. At lunch everyone 
practiced ordering in 
Chinese and using their 
chopsticks, or kuai zi. There 
was more time to practice 
Chinese after lunch when 
they travelled along Mott 
Jie (Street), weaving in and 
out of stores. The class had 

some good buys including 
necklaces, swords, lanterns, 
and party poppers. 
When asked how much 
something was in Chinese, 
“duo shao qian”, the store 
owners answered unfazed. 
Isabel Castro ‘14 said,  “I 
was really excited when 
they understood when I 
asked them how much it 
was and also happy I didn’t 
accidentally say something 
insulting and get thrown 
out of Chinatown.” There 
were only 30 minutes 
to shop on Mott Jie and 
some students had a little 
trouble staying on the tight 
schedule. Isabel Castro 
was in line at the bubble 
tea store, Ten Ren, when 
she got a phone call from 
Mason Gregoire asking 
where they were. “Well we 
were still at the bubble tea 
place and he said ‘We’re 
leaving.’ So we started 
speed walking towards 
the restaurant we were 
supposed to meet everyone 
at and they were gone, 
but then I saw Ms. Shen 
coming for us. I wasn’t 

really worried because I 
had the numbers of people 
in the group...Ms. Shen did 
say to meet at BSGE if  we 
got lost.”
    The class, reunited at 
last, walked to the Pearl 
River Bai Huo Shang Dian 
(Pearl River Department 
Store). It was pretty calm 
because it was a Monday 
at lunch time. However, 
the waterfall that took up 
a whole wall added to the 
tranquility. It was such 
a change of pace from 
American department 
stores. There were a lot 
of things that the students 
were tempted to buy. 
In the end it was a very 
successful day of shopping. 
The goodies people walked 
away with after the 
department store included 
paper lanterns, hats, and 
much more.
    The trip was a success. 
Everyone felt that they 
had benefited from the 
opportunity and were glad 
for the fun day they had in 
Chinatown.

 In Technology, 
the students of the seventh 
grade are not only learning 
about computer programs 
and websites, but they are 
also learning about things 
happening around the 
world. They learned about 
the earthquake in Japan 
and other natural disasters 
like the tornado in Joplin, 
Missouri. They are cur-
rently in the middle of a 
Multi-Media project that is 
about something important 
happening in the world. 
The seventh graders have 
been exploring websites, 
and programs to make the 
Multi-Media project such 
as VoiceThread and IMov-
ie. They have been creating 
projects on these websites 
and programs to figure out 
how they work. This way, 
if  the students choose to 
create their projects us-
ing these websites and 
programs, they will be fa-
miliar with them and they 
will be able to create their 
presentation easier than 
if  they had not explored 

them earlier.
 This is not the only 
component of the project 
though. There are other 
assignments that have to be 
completed for the students 
to have a ‘completed’ 
project. They must have 
written three blog posts 
about what students have 
been saying about the 
Japan earthquake and 
should have posted them 
on YouthVoices, Created 
a VoiceThread about a 
student in their class, post it 
on VoiceThread, and share 
it with their stream and 
grade. They also must have 
completed an IMovie about 
their IB Learner Profile 
traits to learn how tom use 
the IMovie application.
 This Multi-
Media presentation will 
be a way to communicate 
with others who have 
experienced natural 
disasters or students who 
want to learn about these 
natural disasters. This 
project is also a great way 
to learn about what is going 
on around the world.

ZOE PALMINTERI 
‘16

Tech Students 
Connect With 
the Outside

BSGE Goes To 
Chinatown For the First 
Time in Four Years

ARIEL TAUB ‘14
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Auset Alexander Guzman  Queens College
Natalie Alfarhan   Baruch College
Stephanie Aristakesian  University of Southern California
Amy Augello   Syracuse University
Marjorie Balaguer  Hunter College
Shantal Barros   Queens College
Mark Belio   Baruch College
Mark Bosz   University of Massachusetts Amherst
Amalia Carusone   Boston University
Andy Catucci   SUNY Purchase
Ariel Chajet   University at Buffalo
Jackie Chen   Stony Brook University
Arafat Chowdhury  City College
Fiona Clarkson Farrell  Manhattanville College
Jaymee Collado   Hobart and William Smith Colleges
Emily Davis   Stony Brook University
Vidya Deodorain   York College
Lisette DeVore   California College of the Arts
Sarah Diaz   SUNY Geneseo
Mohammed Elmarakbi  Temple University
Cynthia Fernandez  York College
Mark Gakin   Baruch College
Helen Gianoulas   Hunter College
Argina Girsang   St. Lawrence University
Gautier Godard   Baruch College
Erick Gonzalez   Baruch College
Takesha Graham   Barnard College
Matthew Gray   Babson College
Jessie Heller   Binghamton University
Jonathan Ibojie   Queens College
Kristopher Kesoglides  Baruch College
Heajin Kim   SUNY Purchase
Nicole Kung   Rochester Institute of Technology
Daniela Lam Lo   Bryn Mawr College
Shuyi Lin   Bryn Mawr College
Erica Llanera   Queens College
Meghan McCullough  Amherst College
Christina McEachern  Macaulay Honors at Hunter College
Crystal McEachern  Buffalo University
Hannah McFadden  Baruch College
Karen Moy   Boston University
Olivia Myszkowski  Stony Brook University
Nathan Nikolic   University of Delaware
Kristin O’Connor   Stony Brook University
Katherine Ortiz   York College
Ricardo Pineda   Penn State Altoona
Oliver Ponce   Colby College
Santiago Preciado  Vassar College
Ana Maria Pamela Reyes  Hunter College
Karina Rhem   University of Southern California
Joshua Rodriguez   York College
Thomas Romero North  Buffalo University
Wasim Salim   Baruch College
Maria Pia Sifuentes  Connecticut College
Cynthia Soto   York College
Kristen Spang   Queens College
Mitchell Springer  Northwestern Oklahoma State
Jasira Stephens   Buffalo State College
Jolijt Tamanaha   Washington University St. Louis
Trudy Tu   Baruch College
Oana Tudorache   Queens College
James Turturo   Binghamton University
Simran Vazirani   Brown University

Where Can You Find 
the Class of 2011?

with the diploma,” making 
student debt “a much higher 
risk.”
 Mr. Wilson says, “the 
choices that all the student 
made this year, I think, were 
really good because they had to 
be real with themselves [about 
finances].” He adds that the 
36% of seniors who say they 
are planning on transferring 
is “high” and that they will 
be interested in leaving after 
they’ve “saved money for a 
couple of years” by going to a 
CUNY or SUNY school.
 Currently state 
legislators are discussing 
increasing SUNY tuition 

by five percent, according 
to New York One News, 
adding $250 or more to the 
per semester price. Officials 
at Buffalo and Stony Brook 
asked for the increase to cover 
rising costs coupled with a 
decrease in funding. SUNY has 
experienced a 30% cut in state 
funding over the past three 
years. And Mr. Wilson doesn’t 
think it is getting better any 
time soon. 
 He says that state 
funding cuts “usually means 
that you’re looking at a 3 or 4 
year[s]” of financial struggles. 
Mr. Wilson adds that he 
suspects CUNY tuition will 
be increasing as well because 
they’ve “been conspicuously 

quiet.”
 Despite the financial 
problems, students are not 
hopeless. Sarah Diaz says she 
isn’t elated, only satisfied, with 
where she’s going but adds, “I 
feel like, during my years, I’m 
going to fall in love...” 
And seniors are encouraging 
their fellow graduates to cheer 
up. “College is what you make 
it,” Kristopher Kesoglides says, 
“Most schools provide similar 
opportunities and it’s on you to 
take full advantage and utilize 
the resources they offer.” 
One student ended his/her 
survey with: “[I’m] completely 
scared, but excited that a new 
stage in my life is beginning!”

“Show Me the Money” 
Seniors Cry Out to Colleges

CONTINUED FROM 
PAGE 1

 

On May 1st (or earlier for the 
non-procrastinators) seniors 
across the country sent in their 
enrollment deposits, securing 
a spot in the freshman class 
at the college of their choice. 
But some students played the 
dangerous game of double 
depositing. 
 Double depositing 
is the action of sending in a 
check for enrollment to more 
than one school and students 
do it for multiple reasons. 
Sometimes seniors cannot 
make a choice and, therefore, 
buy themselves some extra 
time to choose. Other students 
send in two deposits because 

the schools have yet to give 
final financial aid packages; 
the students don’t know which 
one will be more affordable. 
 Double depositing, 
however, is unethical and can 
have horrible consequences. 
It is a violation of the policies 
of the National Association for 
College Admission Counseling 
(NACAC) and colleges have the 
right to use double depositing 
as grounds for withdrawing 
the student’s admission. 
 The only ethical 
reason to double deposit, 
according to the NACAC, 
is when a student has been 
placed on a waitlist. Then 
double depositing is allowed 
because the student must 
secure a spot in another school 

in case they are not taken off 
of the waitlist.
 Double depositing is 
unethical because it makes it 
difficult for schools to properly 
administer their waitlist. This 
means the schools and other 
students suffer. By double 
depositing students take up 
two seats, one of which they 
will not be sitting in come fall. 
The empty seat would’ve been 
filled with a waitlisted student 
had the double depositing not 
occurred.  
 In an article in 
the New York Times school 
officials warned that, should 
the practice continue, they will 
have to raise the deposit fee to 
make it much more expensive 
to double deposit. 

Double Deposit At Your 
Own (High) Risk
JOLIJT TAMANAHA 

‘11

Elated 
21% 

Satisfied 
60% 

Disapointed 
10% 

Undecided 
9% 

Not attending 
0% 

How do you feel about the college that 
you will be attending in the fall? 

Elated 
12% 

Satisfied 
34% 

Disapointed 
50% 

Undecided 
4% 

Not attending 
0% 

How do you feel about the scholarships/
financial aid packages you were offered?  Staying in NYC 

and living at 
home 
38% 

Staying in NYC 
and living 
elsewhere 

6% 

Not staying in 
NYC 
56% 

2011 graduates will be: 

Notes on survey: Of the 63 2011 sneiors 57 were surveyed; students who gave more than 
one anser for a question had that question voided.
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class of 2011
Congratulations

Fromt left clockwise: photo credit: Joanna Choinska,  photo credit: Joanna 
Choinska, photo credit: Natalie Alfarahan, photo credit: Natalie Alfarahan.
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Applying to College
Applying from BSGE: 
Seniors Reflect
 “Don’t be a little 
girl about it,” senior 
Meghan McCullough 
advises juniors, “do 
anything and everything 
you have to do to get in.” 
Another student urges 
future college applicants 
to “think realistically” 
and many seniors stressed 
avoiding procrastination 
and starting the process as 
early as possible. 
 About 52% of 
2011 seniors said they feel 
they did not do everything 
they could do to get into 
the best school possible. 
Senior Erica Llanera 
recommends students 
“always be proactive about 
the demands of a college 
application, ask questions, 
do research, be aware.” 
Another senior, Sarah 
Diaz, says “finish things 
before deadlines” because 
it “gives you a chance to 
revise. A lot.” 
 49% of survey 
respondents said they felt 
the weakest element of 
their application was their 

SAT/ACT scores. However, 
Mr. Peter Wilson, BSGE’s 
college advisor, insists that 
he finds that bad grades 
are “harder to overcome” 
when he speaks to college 
admissions officers about 
specific students. When he 
spoke to Boston University, 
for example, he says that 
of “all of the kids who 
were not admitted, maybe 
with the exception of one, 
it came down to grades.” 
About 35% of seniors said 
their transcripts were the 
weakest element. 
 Last year, 78% 
of students said that they 
thought the help, support, 
and advice provided 
by BSGE was either 
“excellent” or “above 
average” whereas, this year 
it dropped to 61%.
 Multiple students 
complained about the 
“ridiculous lines at [Mr.
Wilson’s] office” and 
having to “wait literally for 
hours and hours” to speak 
to Mr. Wilson. Senior 
Kristopher Kesoglides said, 
“there should be more than 
one college advisor- one is 
not nearly enough.” 

Senior Wasim Salim 
thinks BSGE needs “less 
focus on writing, more 
focus on [the] financial 
aid/application process 
and more support for 
after you get in.” Sarah 
Diaz stressed the need 
for support from BSGE 
because of the “level 
of stress” and “lack of 
sleep.”  
 A student wrote 
that the immense amount 
of guidance provided “is 
a luxury that we [have] as 
BSGE students that… non-
BSGE senior friends [will 
tell you] other schools don’t 
provide their students.” 
 On the other 
hand, one student wrote, 
“I would like to have felt 
more in control but 99% of 
the time I felt like all I did 
was done because Peter told 
me” and a different senior 
commented, “Students 
shouldn’t be dancing 
around Peter to make the 
decisions they want to 
make.” Another student 
urged future college 
applicants not to “write 
about stuff just because 
Peter tells you to. If  you 

don’t like your essays or 
they don’t represent you, 
there’s no point.” “I think 
everything could have been 
accomplished in a nicer 
way,” said one senior.
 In response, Mr. 
Wilson says he feels the 
“college process is some-
times unfairly individual-
ized.” He thinks the nature 
of the process and BSGE’s 
small community often 
makes him the target of 
criticism that stems from 
frustration and disappoint-
ment. “I’m a conduit,” says 
Mr. Wilson, “The onus is 
very much on the individ-
ual.” 
 Mr. Wilson says 
he wishes students had 
“applied to a lot more 
scholarships” but thinks 
that “people were focusing 
on IB” and were “a little 
burnt out.” He also wishes 
the class of 2011 “had just 
kept their grades up…par-
ticularly Sophomore [and] 
junior years.”
 Other than that, 
however, he admits that 
this “year was really 
exciting” for him. “The vibe 
of this year was a really 
awesome, well-round IB 
group. Great CAS hours, 
great college acceptances, 
school spirit, the whole 
nine yards, which I think 
is really great. You’ve set a 
nice bar,” says Mr. Wilson.

“About 52% of 
2011 seniors 
said they feel 

they did not do 
everything they 
could do to get 

into the best 
school possible.”

JOLIJT 
TAMANAHA ‘11

Summer Checklist 
For Rising Seniors

Research schools thoroughly and create a 
list of colleges you would like to attend. 

Register for any fall SATs, ACTs, and SAT 
IIs

Prepare for fall SATs, ACTs, and SAT 
IIs; consider signing up for a summer prep 

course. 

Decide whether you’d like to apply early 
decision or early action to your top choice. 

Go online and start filling out applications

Start all of your supplements and your 
personal statement. Take it seriously so 

you’ll have real drafts done in September. 

Come up with a system for organizing the 
different elements of your applications.

Research and apply to scholarships.

Visit as many colleges as possible

At the very least think about the Extended 
Essay so that you don’t totally forget your 

argument.

Advice From 
Seniors

“Don’t slack off at any point”- Jessie Heller

“Finish things before deadlines, gives you a chance 
to revise. A lot.”- Sarah Diaz

“Apply to CUNYs even if you don’t think you will 
go to one.” 

“Make decisions based on your own preferences, 
not anyone else’s.”

“Don’t apply to a lot of reach schools.” - Fiona 
Clarkson-Farrell

“You can always transfer.” - Joshua Rodriguez

“Always be proactive about the demands of a 
college application, ask questions, do research, be 
aware. Laziness is not your best friend.” - Erica 

Llanera

“Research schools easily and visit as many as you 
can as early as you can.” - Kristopher Kesoglides

“Make sure you have a plan and a schedule and 
that you stick to it because time really flies.” 

– Mitchell Springer

“Think realistically about [the] college process.”

“Get the highest possible score you can get on the 
SATs/SAT IIs/ACTs and apply to a lot of schools 

(specifically matches) that you absolutely love.”

“Listen to Peter, stick to deadlines and don’t go 
to a concert the day before your SATs.” - Oliver 

Ponce

“Procrastination is inevitable but it’s best if you 
can get yourself out of it as quickly as possible. 

Work hard and do your best, things will work out.”

“Do all your work on time; research!” – Karina 
Rhem 

Yes totally 
13% 

Somewhat 
45% 

No not at all 
13% 

I did not 
attend 
29% 

Did you feel the summer prep 
session with the college advisor was 

helpful? 

* Survey was distributed by the Bacc Rag. Of the 63 seniors, 57 were surveyed.

SAT Prep Books
 If  you are disciplined and self-driven then using one          of the following books is a great idea. They can be 
used on their own or with a class. Set a schedule for when you will finish each part of the book and then follow it.

This book is made by 
Collegeboard, the creators 
of the SAT, so it has great 
insight into the test and 
real test questions

For students scoring high 
in math but interested in 
doing better, this book will 
help you a lot.

This book is written by 
students and it, therefore, 
easy to read. They’re funyn 
and helpful.

For anyone aiming higher 
than a 2000 this book is 
perfect. It will tell you how 
to get there.
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 Ms. Nikkolos’s 9th 
grade advisory has staged 
their own version of the 
Shakespeare classic “King 
Lear.” In the play, the 
elderly King Lear wishes 
to give his kingdom to his 
three daughters. Of his 
three daughters, two only 
love him for his wealth. The 
third daughter, Cordelia, 
actually loves him, but 
he disowns her, which he 
later comes to regret. This 
is another Shakepearean 
tragedy, and it does not 
have a happy ending.
 The students in 
Ms. Nikkolos’s 9th grade 
advisory have performed 
an abridged version for the 
other 9th grade students. 
It is short enough to fit 
in one advisory period. 
The students performed 
the Shakespearean classic 
in the small music room, 
and had only a few props. 
However, the advisory 
made the most out of their 
situation. Turning a rug 
and hanging it from ropes 
on the ceiling represented 
scene changes. Flickering 
of the lights meant that 
a storm was occurring. 
A bass drum was used to 
occupy the time between 
a character’s exit and 
another’s entrance.
 It is very 
impressive that a group 
of 9th grade students has 
worked for around seven 
months to learn how to 
put on this play. They 
could be seen throughout 
the year with their heads 

buried in their lines and 
going up to the music 
room during lunch. With 
the help of Olivia Witting’s 
father, Steve Witting, these 
students were able to put 
on an exceptional show. 
 The audience 
was pleasantly surprised 
at how professional the 
actors were. The student 
actors were able to say the 
difficult lines smoothly, 
which was a feat for 
the students who had to 
memorize a large amount 
of lines. They made a few 
small mistakes in their 
lines, but it was nothing 
that made the play less 
enjoyable.
 The best parts of 
the play were probably 
the scenes in which a fight 
or a death took place. Ms. 
Nikkolos’s students were 
very serious about their 
roles, and it was evident 
in these scenes especially. 
They used a lot of emotion, 
which was needed if  
they wanted to make the 
fighting and dying have 
an effect on their viewers. 
They have succeeded. 
 Ms. Nikkolos, 
Steve Witting, and all the 
students who had a part in 
this play did a fantastic job. 
Most students would never 
put the time and effort into 
working on a performance. 
These students did, and 
they performed very well. 
Their hard work is shown 
through their play, and 
they should be proud of 
what they produced

 Finally summer break is 
approaching for BSGE students and 
the majority of them are ecstatic 
that school is near its end. Though 
everyone is looking forward to this 
time of the year, there is just one 
problem: summer reading reports.
  The summer homework 
for my grade is to read 3 to 4 books 
and write a report for each book. 
Ten entries are needed for each 
book that is read. Students are not 
able to choose any book they may 
enjoy reading, but are given a list of 
books. This restricts the availability 
of the books they can read. About 
4 different genres of books have 
to be read, which means the genre 
you may enjoy isn’t the only genre 
that should be used. Also, at least 
one nonfiction book must be read. 
Though some people do not enjoy 
nonfiction books, students must 
read them in the summer. 
 Many advisors say that 
the purpose of the summer assign-
ment is to maintain most of the 
skills gained during the year and to 
keep students thinking. When your 
mind isn’t constantly thinking, most 

of the skills developed throughout 
the school year are lost. However, if  
students keep their minds thinking, 
then  some of the material learned 
this year can be retained. This 
means when school starts again, 
students won’t have such a hard 
time trying to learn new subjects 
that require knowledge learned the 
previous year. They will only need 
a small refresher to wake up their 
minds and remember what they 
learned before summer vacation.
           Many students know the 
purposes of this assignment but 
they find it time-consuming and 
bothersome. Most students don’t 
bother with this assignment until 
the last week because of the work 
that they have to do for the reading. 
Izzy Hernandez 14’ said, “I don’t 
enjoy the assignment and I know 
most kids leave this to the last 
minute but it’s hard to be able to 
enjoy a book when you know you  
have to do work based on what 
you read.” Students have 4 books 
to read with 10 entries each and 
a report for each. That is a total of 
40 entries, 4 reports and 4 books to 
read. For many people this is a lot 
and is considered annoying. Robert 

Gajda 14’ says, “In some ways, it’s 
pointless because some students go 
away for vacation and then have to 
leave their work for the last minute 
and have to rush their work.” Many 
students do have the problem of 
having to wait till the last minute 
because they were away during the 
vacation.
        Many students would prefer a 
decrease in the amount of work so 
that people who went away would 
not have a lot to do when they 
come back. Some students even 
had suggestions for alternatives. 
“Explaining important quotes for 
each chapter that we read would be 
a good idea,” shared Steven Alvarez 
14’. “An alternative is having to read 
3 books instead of 4 and only do the 
reports for them,” Izzy Hernandez 
14’ said. Some of these ideas would 
cut the workload in half and help 
give students more time for summer 
while working on their assignment 
without rushing it. 
 Some good advice is 
to make sure you start your 
assignments early and plan your 
time. That way, you have time to 
enjoy your summer. Good Luck!

Review: 
King Lear

ERIN CAMIA ‘14

Summer Reading Assignment 
Adds Dread to the Hot Days
ANGIE VALLADARES ‘15

A Sudoku For You

From: http://sudokublog.typepad.com/photos/uncategorized/sudoku49200508291
50940clue.png

So lucky with my charm
and coocoo with my puffs,
I’m fruity with my pebbles 
and rice with my krispies.
A captain with my crunch,
I snap with my pop,
I’m a honey with my bunches
We’re hungry for our lunches. 
 - Sarah Diaz

Poem: 
Mmm

Cartoon from 
xkcd.com

Want to join 
The Bacc 
Rag next 
year?!?

We need formatters, 
journalists, 

photographers, 
graphic artists and 

more. 
Get CAS hours or 
community service 

hours. 
Send an email to 

copydesk@
thebaccrag.com



Spending
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Summerthe

	  
Rockaway beach is a great place. The ocean waves 
are steady and are not that big that would knock you 
down. Lifeguards are really responsible, so if  you go to 
Rockaway Beach you will be safer. 

From BSGE to Rockaway Beach
• Walk towards the n train
• Go on the N in direction to Stillwell ave
• Stop at queensboro plaza.
• Take the 7 train towards Times Square Queens
• Get of on Times Square 42 st 
• Get on the A train towards Rockaway Park Beach 
• Get of at Rockaway Park Beach
• Walk towards rockaway beach

	  

Dylan’s Candy Bar is a 
candy store in which has 
many di8fferent types of 
candy. I recommend this 
place for people who enjoy 
eating candy and like to try 
out something new. 
1011 3rd Avenue
New York, NY 10021

From BSGE to Dylan’s Candy 
Bar:
• Walk towards M or R train 
• Go on the train in direction 
to 95 st f- Hamilton
• Stop at Lexington Ave/59st
• Walk towards direction 
above

	  
The botanic garden is a place where plant lovers go. 
This area has a beautiful landscape with gorgeous 
flowers. This place is best to go during the summer 
because you get to see the wonderful view of the 
flowers, grass, ponds, and more. This is also a very 
good place 
1000 Washington Ave
NY 11225

From BSGE to the Brooklyn Botanic Garden:
• Walk towards N train
• Get the N towards Stillwell Ave
• Stop at Lexington/59st
• Get on the 4 towards New Lots Station
• Stop at Franklin Ave
• Walk towards direction/address above

If  you are the artistic kind 
of person or want to be a 
photographer when you 
grow up, The Top of the 
Rock at General Electric 
Building would help you see 
a magnificent view that tells 
you what New York is all 
about.

Directions:
30 Rockefeller Plaza
New York, NY 10112

From BSGE to Top of the 
Rock at General Electric 
Building:
• Walk towards the E train
• Get on the E in direction to 
the World Trade Center
• Stop at 5th ave/53rd street
• Walk to direction above

	  
Coney Island is an exciting place in which people go 
to for mostly the mechanical rides in the amusement 
park. Coney island is a really good place for hanging 
out with friends or spending time with your families. 
The best/most popular games are the Cyclone and the 
Wonder Wheel. There are also many more games that 
are exciting and you would love if  you were a very 
energetic person.
Coney Island
Brooklyn, NY
USA

From BSGE to Coney Island: 
• Walk towards the N train in 36 street
• Go to the train towards Manhattan stop at 
Coney Island Stilwell Ave which is the last 
stop.
• Walk towards the entrance of the 
amusement park

Rockaway Beach

Coney Island

Dylan’s Candy Bar

Botanical Gardens

Top of the 
Rock

SILVIA CAMPOS‘14
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in New York City
Summer Movies NEHA MEHTA ‘14

Hangover 2
Mike Tyson’s tattoo. Bangkok. Monkeys. Buddha.  What else would you expect from the sequel to 
the Hangover? This movie takes place in Thailand, where Stu is going to get married.  However, 
when Alan, Stu, Phil, Doug plan to go out for a safe pre-wedding brunch Stu must take his 
fiance’s brother along.  The things that happened in Vegas are now about to happen all over 
again but on the other side of the world. After a horrible night, Stu, Phil and Alan wake up next 
to Mr. Cho in an abandoned apartment, it is seen Bangkok has the worst in store for this group 
and it unleashes its wrath one step at a time.  

Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows Part II
THE SEQUEL TO POSSIBLY THE MOST POPULAR MOVIE SERIES OF ALL TIME comes out on July 15th, 2011.  
This movie focuses on Harry, Ron, and Hermonie’s adventure in Hogwarts, where they must kill all of the 
remaining Horcruxes. When Voldemort figures out their plan, a battle between good and evil erupts which 
shakes up each one of their lives.  The previous movie made three hundred thirty million dollar at the box 
office opening weekend and this movie bound to be even greater and more magical.  

The Art of Getting By
The Art of Getting By, is a “coming of age”  teen comedy which features Emma Roberts and Freddie 
Highmore.  This movie tells the story of slacker George (Highmore) who gets through all of high-
school without doing a single bit of homework, which he feels to be meaningless.  When put on 
academic probation, he starts bonding with Sally (Robert), a popular girl in his class who he begins 
to like.  Through their friendship, George realizes he can actually find his voice but when Sally 
begins to go out with one of George’s close friends, everything George ever believed in falls apart. 
Check it out on June 17th.  

Crazy, Stupid Love
Crazy, Stupid Love is an upcoming movie that is being released on July 29.  This movie centers around 
Cal Weaver (Steve Carrell), who is living the dream life with a great job, huge house, kids and a 
beautiful wife.  However, his world tumbles down when he learns his high-school sweetheart wife 
cheated on him and is on the proccess of filing a divorce.  Now alone, Cal does not know how to return 
to the dating field but with a little help from a young, player Jacob Palmer (Ryam Gosling), Cal explores 
the world outside the married life.  He acquires a new and fashionable sense of style, knowledge on 
mixing drinks and how to flirt with women.  With Jacob’s help he seems to be zooming through the 
dating arena, but Cal seems to be looking for love in all the wrong places.  

Change-Up
Change-Up is the typical, funny, body-switching movie based around two very different men leading two 
very different lives which is being released August 5th.  First you have Dave, the greatest family man of all 
time who balances work, marriage and having children but hates it all.  Then there’s his co-worker Mitch, 
the single player who gets every girl he sees.  One night as their both getting drunk, the two of them wish 
to “have each other’s lives” and of course, the next day that very thing happens.  Although it may seem to 
follow a common plot, this movie will have you laughing so hard.  

Green Lantern
Green Lantern is the next biggest action movie that will be hitting the theaters.  It focuses on the Green-Lantern corporation, a 
secret organization which is based around the super-natural abilites of certain individuals who receive their powers  through 
a special ring.  However, when a a new “force” called Parallix invades Earth, they must bring expand the Green Lantern 
organization to our world.  When the corp. must expose a human to this ring, they choose Hal Jordan (Ryan Renolds).  Renolds 
plays a very cocky but intelligent test-pilot with a lot of confidence and will-power.  Jordan is exposed to supernatural abilities 
beyond his reach and must train and become the greatest Green Lantern of all time.  But can he do it? Watch it on June 17th.  
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This Year In Pictures

From top left clockwise:
Juniors at the Masquerade Party, photo credit: Alicia Saleh; 
The Lady Sting softball team made it to the pkayoffs for the 
first time in BSGE sports history, photo credit: Natalie Alfar-
han; Almost half of the senior class went to Denmark. This is 
in front of the Koldinghus castle, photo credit: Peter Wil-
son; Seniors at Honors Haven on Senior trip, photo credit: 
Hannah McFadden; Students celebrate Holi with colored 
powder, photo credit: Neha Mehta; Seniors posing for a year-
book photo (that wasn’t used), photo credit: Jolijt Tamanaha; 
Dancing at the Junior Council’s So So Fresh party, photo 
credit: Alicia Saleh; Lenny and Myles at the Senior Council’s 
second Lounge Night.


