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BSGE Sting was down by one during the game on April, 14th against Aviation HS. And then: CRACK! It’s going...going...GONE! Sting catcher, Frankie Al-
verez, hit BSGE’s first home run during the last inning. The team was excited by their tied score. They went on to win the game 7-8. -photo by Jolijt Tamanaha

Mr. Park No Stranger to the BSGE 
Community by Thomas Kozlowski
 Simon Park, the 
owner of Park’s Deli on the 
corner of 34th street and 
36th avenue, is no stranger 
to the students and faculty 
of BSGE. In fact, Mr. Park 
has a very good relation-
ship with most students, and 
he knows many of them by 
name. It seems that Mr. Park 
has won the battle of the 
Delis between Park’s Deli, 
and Deli 36 across the street. 
Many wonder how Mr. Park 
feels about the old Deli across 
the street. “The Deli across 
the street doesn’t like me” 
Mr. Park had told us, “ever 
since I had opened, people 
started to come to me”. It 
seems pretty obvious that 
most of BSGE’s students go 
to Park’s Deli, more than the 
old one. This could be due to 
a variety of causes, the food, 
the cleanliness, or even Mr. 

Park himself. It seems to be 
that students enjoy sharing a 
laugh or having some-sort of 
discussion with Mr. Park. “I 
have moved here because of 
the school and because of the 
factories. There are customers 
from factories that come here 
almost everyday”, Mr. Park 
said.
 In fact the bond be-
tween Mr. Park and students 
is very strong; Mr. Park really 
admires the kids of BSGE. 
“The students are nice, they 
don’t steal from me, and the 
10th and 11th graders are 
very kind and friendly to me”. 
Mr. Park’s business mostly 
relies on students; he is open 
specifically during the school 
week, and rarely on weekends 
and holidays. “I am open 
Monday through Saturday, on 
Saturday we are only open for 
half the day”. One could say 

Correction 
from March Issue:
Page one- the fashion 
show was produced 
and directed by Aman-
da Perez, our apologies 
for the mix up and any 
inconveniences.
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Parent-Teacher 
Conferences
Nervous students and their 
parents crowded the school 
hallways on Thursday, April 
3rd and Friday, April 4th for 
parent-teacher conferences. 
Volunteers dealt with impa-
tient and angry parents as the 
teachers cackled at the disap-
pointed faces. We all can’t 
wait until the next one!

Softball Season is Sure 
to Be a Winner
This years softball team had 
its first game on Monday, 
April 28th against the Acad-
emy for American Studies. 
We’re all routing for the girls. 
Good luck to this year’s ath-
letes. More on page 5.

The Jungle Comes to 
BSGE.
The helping hands committee 
has raised a little over a $1000 
with their new Save Darfur 
project. The trees and plants 
that have invaded our lobby 
have been sold to parents, 
students and teachers for 
$10-$40. 

Congratulations Sting!
--- check page 4 and 6 for pictures and more.

BSGE Debate Team 
Goes to State
The Debate Team pulled in 
yet another win on April 4th 
and 5th. Junior Jahan and 
sophomore Latisha won 6th 
place in the junior varsity di-
vision at the New York State 
competition. go to page 4 for 
more information.

BSGE Students 
Pluck Some Weeds
On April 18th BSGE teachers, 
students and administra-
tion played hooky to go to 
Socertes Park. There BSGE 
spent the day planting, pick-
ing weeds and cleaning up 
the park. This annual tradition 
makes everyone happy. The 
students spend a day outside, 
the teachers don’t need to 
teach and the park gets a nice 
spruce. 

BSGE Boy’s Play 
Some Ball
On April 7th the Stings tied 
with LIC, the game was 5-5. 
They went on to lose on April 
10th. They brought it all back 
April 14th when they beat 
Aviation 8-7. pg 6 has more.

that Mr. Park’s deli revolves 
mostly around the school and 
its students. When asked how 
much money he makes each 
day from students alone, he 
told us that it was close to 
$250 in addition to all of the 
pedestrians that stop by or the 
construction workers that buy 
their coffee in the morning.
 Since most teach-
ers have been around longer 
than students at BSGE, Mr. 
Park was asked  if a lot of 
teachers buy from his deli, 
with a smile on his face and 
a shrug of  his shoulders, Mr. 
Park responded saying “No, 
teachers prefer the older Deli 
across the street more. In fact, 
almost 70% of teachers go 
there instead of my deli”. 70 
%, not a bad approximation 
by Mr. Park, but he says it’s 
O.K, as long as he is in busi-
ness with the students.

 But what do most 
of the students buy at Mr. 
Parks Deli? “The students 
really like bagels with butter 
and with cream cheese”. Not 
only does Mr. Park enjoy 
serving the kids their bagels, 
but he is a very generous 
person, stating that he gives 
students a better price than 
others get. “Normally a lot of 
stuff costs more for people 
that don’t go to , or work in 
the school, I want to give you 
guys a discount on things, 
usually I charge more for 
items on the menu to people 
outside of the school”. A 
generous act on Mr. Park’s 
side, as he continues to sell to 
the school, from his bagels to 
his snacks, its no wonder Mr. 
Park, and his deli are a hit at 
BSGE.

On April 18th, BSGE students tested the waters and planted the trees on the edge of the Hudson river on Earth Day. 
photo by Jolijt Tamanaha

Why Is The 
First Page 
Blank?
On April 30th BSGE 
students participated 
in the Day of Silence 
(DOS). DOS is an an-
nual event in support of 
lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender teenagers. By 
vowing to stay silent for 
a day students protested 
the silence exeprienced 
every day by LGBT teen 
agers caused by bullying, 
name-calling ad harras-
ment. We have given up 
some of our communica-
tion space to represent 
the silence of the students 
and to commemorate 
DOS. As a newspaper 
and as students we feel 
it is neccesary to help all 
of BSGE ask, “What Are 
You Going to do To End 
The Silence?”



Who Even Cares 
Anymore?
by Erika Tannor
 Imagine yourself 
in today’s modern world, 
bombarded with visions of 
those less fortunate, of those 
“starving children,” of those 
horrific working conditions 
in far away third world coun-
tries. Envision the constant 
images that are thrown your 
way of the stereotypical 
African boy; plagued with 
malnutrition complete with 
a great view of his ribcage, 
and sad, helpless eyes. Think 
of all the poor soldiers, and 
crying mothers of those af-
flicted by the war in Iraq. Do 
you want to read any further? 
Chances are probably not, 
but now conceive finally 
the constant fatigue you are 
placed with when viewing 
the images of those above, 
and many countless others of 
suffering in today’s world. 
Currently as a member and 
witness to the world we live 
in today, I am in no way 
undermining nor denouncing 
the ills of our society, and all 
of the horrible things humans 
must endure; I would just 
merely like to raise aware-
ness of the increasing lack of 
interest and media exploita-
tion of these sensitive issues.
 The term “compas-
sion fatigue” has come into 
use revolving the idea of 
public deficiency in inter-
est to suffering. People are 
“plagued” with images, and 
statistics that ultimately 
make them loose concern and 
care, consequently forcing 
them to want to look away 
from the ongoing facts they 
are being given. Compassion 
fatigue can be put into per-
spective when analyzing the 
war in Iraq, and the media’s 
job in lowering our ability to 
be compassionate. As a body 
whose soul concentration is 
to profit, the media changes 
with the acceptability and 
demand they receive from 
their audience; in this case 
the average day American 
citizen. Slowly we realize 
that coverage of the war is 
decreasing, and articles dis-
cussing the topic get featured 
farther back in our news-
papers, allowing Britney 
Spears’ next mishap to graze 

the front cover, therefore 
deeming the suffering of 
the victims affected by the 
war less important, and 
uninteresting. This is even 
apparent in our very own 
BaccRag which has never 
featured an article on the 
war in its whole existence.
 However, whose 
fault is it really for our im-
patience with the suffering 
of those around the world? 
Is it the media for its ini-
tial fanatical coverage of 
events, or problems when 
suffering first happens? 
Or then again, is it really 
the American people who 
are most to blame due to 
their lack of tolerance and 
preference in senseless ce-
lebrity behavior? But this 
is not the only answer. The 
cycle of being attacked 
with constant information 
when a tragedy first hap-
pens, and then forgetting 
about it two weeks later 
is not something that has 
to continue. According to 
the idea of compassion 
fatigue, people would still 
be able to care and want 
to help those in needy situ-
ations if the information 
given to them was pre-
sented differently, and the 
people afflicted weren’t 
viewed as helpless, and 
less than human. In fact, 
if the media portrayed the 
situation without exploit-
ing it, compassion fatigues 
theory ensures that the 
public would not loose in-
terest and would be more 
likely to participate in 
creating positive change. 
The moral of the story 
is people will be more 
inclined to help others 
and embark in construc-
tive behavior, if they are 
interested in it rather than 
annoyed, frustrated and 
tired of it. It is impor-
tant to remember that all 
people all over the world 
need help, and we should 
reevaluate how we are told 
to think about them and 
their situations so that one 
day we can become part 
of a positive collaborative 
effort in evoking change. 

What Do You 
THINK?!? 

E-mail us your 
opinion and we’ll 
publish the letter 

to the editor.
Go to: 

www.thebaccrag.com
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Please 
Recycle

One ton of recycled 
newsprint saves 17 
trees so please be 
courteous to the 

environment and our 
school grounds and 
recycle your copy of 
The BACC Rag when 
you’re done reading.

Thank You
- The BACC Rag 

Staff

Debate Team is Beast
By Emily Davis
 Last week 
four teams from the 
Baccalaureate De-
bate team headed to 
Albany for the 2008 
debate state champi-
onships. The teams 
that headed to Al-
bany were Daranee 
and Rudy, Jehan and 
Latisha, Erica and 
Marcelo, and Jolijt 
and I. 
 The Debate 
took place at Albany 
High School. To give 
you an idea of the 
size of the school, 
before we headed 
in they actually 
gave us a map, and 
had students direct-
ing debaters to the 
right classrooms. 
On Friday, March 
4, each team had 2 
debates. During the 

the end, however the 
three judges decided 
unanimously for the 
negative team and 
Jehan and Latisha 
were knocked out of 
the competition. 
We waited a few 
more hours as the 
last debates were 
taking place, and 
finally the award cer-
emony started. The 
announcers went 
through 4 differ-
ent kinds of debate 
before finally get-
ting to policy debate. 
They started with 
the novice division, 
and moved on to the 
Junior Varsity. When 
they got to the sixth 
place team, they 
called Jehan and 
Latisha.

Pucker Up and Get Some Mono
by Paulina Calistru
          It’s a summer day, 
one of the hottest recorded 
in years. There is no water 
being sold in the vend-
ing machine or at the deli 
near the school.  Luckily 
you are safe, because the 
only one person with a 
full water bottle is your 
best friend. You are most 
likely to get a taste of it. 
You, and a couple of other 
friends. It’s a big bottle, so 
it is passed around, like the 
last Coke during the des-
sert, until it is empty. The 
following morning, several 
calls enter the school. Vari-
ous students appeared to be 
suffering fevers, headaches, 
skin rashes and swelling.
         They are showing the 
symptoms of “The kissing 
disease”, medically known 
as Mononucleosis, an 
infectious illness spread by 
sharing bottles or utensils, 
kissing, or any other way 
which involves sharing 
saliva with a person who 
has already been infected. 
People between the ages 
of 10 and 35 are at most 
risk of being infected, and 
as stated by the New York 
State Department of Health 
(NYSDH) there is no vac-
cine available for it.
 According to the 
Nemours Foundation, a 
group that conducts studies 
on teen’s health, Mononu-
cleosis is caused by the Ep-
stein - Barr Virus (EBV).  
The virus responsible for 
the disease is very common 
and easily caught. Many 
people have been exposed 
to it during the course of 

childhood.  In fact, 30 to  
40 percent of adolescents 
with the virus develop 
the Mono disease. This is 
according to an article pub-
lished in the Science Daily. 
But the EBV isn’t the only 
type of virus that causes 
this illness. Viruses such as 
cytomegalovirus can also 
result in Mono, or glandu-
lar fever, as it is commonly 
known.
          The kissing disease 
is not a deadly illness, no 
medication is required to 
heal it, and in a matter of 
3-4 weeks the disease will 
go away by itself.  None-
theless, the virus stays in 
the throat during the illness 
and for up to a year after 
it. The problem is that, 
according to the NYSDH, 
even though the virus 
“tends to become dormant 
for a prolonged period” 
after the first infection, it 
“can later reactivate and 
be shed from the throat 
again.”
 Although Mono 
isn’t usually fatal, serious 
(but rare) complications 
can occur when infected.  

According to the Ameri-
can Academy of Family 
Physicians, the main and 
most feared complication 
for patients with Mono 
is the rupture (tearing) of 
their spleen.  The spleen 
is a large gland located in 
the upper left part of your 
stomach; its job is to filter 
your blood. The “glandular 
fever” can cause this gland 
to enlarge to the point of 
bursting.  Patients with this 
complication can experi-
ence pains under the chest, 
feel light headed, fast heart 
beating and lack of breath. 
Another rare but serious 
complication is “liver 
inflammation” more com-
monly known as hepatitis.  
According to the news 
channel CNN, hepatitis 
can cause the “yellowing 
of your skin and the whites 
of your eyes (jaundice) oc-
curs occasionally-“.  Many 
other complications exist, 
however, they are not as 
severe. 
 There are limited 
amount of precautions 
you can take to prevent 
“catching” Mononucleosis.  

According to the Ameri-
can Academy of Family 
Physicians, the only ways 
to prevent being infected 
with the kissing disease 
is not to exchange saliva 
(share straws, eating uten-
sils, water bottles etc.) or 
kiss anyone who might be 
infected. 
 According to 
CNN, an infected person 
shows frequent headaches, 
fever, sore throat, skin 
rashes, weakness, loss of 
appetite, swollen spleen 
and swollen lymph nodes 
located in your neck or 
armpit. 
 “Having mono is 
very hard.  I mean you’re 
so used to sharing your bot-
tle and stuff with everyone 
and then you just have to 
stop!  Its harder in this kind 
of school where everyone 
is very close.  But you have 
to do it to protect the sick-
ness from passing ‘round,” 
said an anonymous BSGE 
Mono victim.  Being diag-
nosed with Mono is very 
difficult to live with, even 
for a month.  However, you 
need to learn to conduct 
with it.  There is nothing 
you can do to eliminate the 
disease completely from 
your body, but there are 
some remedies that can 
relieve your symptoms.  
Get plenty of rest, drink 
a lot of fluids, and if you 
have sore throat, gargle salt 
water, suck on hard candy 
or a flavored popsicle stick.  
Even more important…do 
not share your water bottle.    

- Erika Tannor’s personal project examined the 
affects of genetic modification on food. The 
students taste tested the organic food and com-
pared it to the genetically modified versions. 

Mulitple BSGE 
students have 
been sick with 
Mono, includ-
ing freshman 
Marjorie A. 
Balaguer. She 
described the 
experience as 
“tiring” and 
“horrible”. 
Luckily she’s 
doing okay.

second debate Erica 
and Marcelo had 
a chance to debate 
Anca Dogaroiu, a 
former student at 
BSGE who now 
goes to Stuyvesant 
high school. The 
hotel we stayed in 
was called the “Best 
Value Inn.” The 
hotel was packed 
with debaters and 
almost every room 
had ordered pizza. 
With most people in 
a different room then 
the one they were 
assigned it was as if 
we weren’t all com-
petitors fighting for 
the top spot. Around 
one o’clock the 
coaches came around 
and sent us back to 
our rooms. After two 
more debate rounds 

the next morning, 
four debate rounds in 
total, the top 8 were 
chosen. Unfortu-
nately only one team 
from BSGE moved 
on, the Junior Varsity 
team of Jehan and 
Latisha. 
In their next round 
several of us sat in 
and watched, Jahan 
and Latisha went 
up against students 
from Lakeland 
high school. The 
topic was the United 
States assistance to 
Sub-Saharan Africa. 
Jehan and Latisha 
who wanted the U.S. 
to assist Sub-Saha-
ran Africa compared 
their plan to a one-
night stand with Af-
rica, which kept the 
debate interesting. In 
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Bsge Shows Sting Spirit

about their lack of docu-
mented wins and more 
about getting in shape for 
next season. 
 When asked what 
could be done to improve 
the team one member 
thought that Coach Potter 
would make an active con-
tribution to the team.  Per-
haps a new outlook on the 
game and with his experi-
ence in ball playing and 
coaching skills he could 
help the boys next season.  
Looking at the teams’ 
failure as a whole, past 
games must be reflected 
on.  One game in particular 
sticks out to many of the 
players on the team.  The 
game took place on Janu-
ary 17th, 2008 at 4:30pm.  
Queens Vocational vs. The 
Baccalaureate School for 
Global Education.  Inside 
the locker room before the 
game Coach Anderson told 
the boys that they were 
not to take any shots, only 
layups.  Needless to say, 
the boys were shocked 
and outraged.  The logic 
behind Anderson’s deci-
sion?  The previous game 

and shooting guard/small 
forward for the Stings, 
said; “the players were not 
accustomed to playing on 
the bigger court [during 
games] so the defense 
wasn’t used to cover-
ing that much ground.”  
Another player of the 
team, Oren Shafir, number 
11/point guard stated, “We 
always seemed to fall apart 
near the end of the game.”  
Could one downfall of the 
team be a lack of stamina/
training?  When asked 
about their practice sched-
ule, several of the boys 
said that practice was held 
three days a week for 2 to 
3 hours each of those days.  
If practice is being held 
around 6-9 hours a week 
and no progress is being 
shown in the boys’ playing 
record, then what should 
the team do as a whole?  
“It’s not like we didn’t do a 
lot of conditioning during 
practice, just that you can 
only control what the play-
ers do inside of practice, 
outside is uncontrollable,” 
says Levin.  Maybe the 
boys should worry less 

 With a record of 
0-8 for the season the boys 
basketball team seems to 
have gotten stung eight 
more times than they were 
able to sting. With so many 
boys interested in playing 
for the team and so much 
potential, why did the team 
do so poorly in the season? 
 If you ask the 
boys of the team what went 
wrong this past season 
they will tell you a number 
of different things.  One 
main inconvenience was 
a lack of space.  Anyone 
who has been a student 
in the school knows that 
there is no gymnasium.  
The school has a work out 
room and another school’s 
park for use during gym 
time.  With no school gym 
practicing becomes less 
of a simple routine and 
more of a difficult task.  
Finding a gym to practice 
in was not problematic, 
having high school boys 
practicing in an elementary 
school gym was.  
 When asked 
about the space issue 
Bryan Levin, number 4 

against Robert F. Wagner 
Jr. showed a lack of quick 
defensive skills for the 
Stings. “When the team 
shot, there were long 
rebounds that led to fast 
breaks ‘cuz no one got 
back on defense,” says 
Levin, reflecting on the 
justification that could pos-
sibly be behind Anderson’s 
no shooting rule.  
 Another key as-
pect of playing as a whole 
is team chemistry.  With a 
different starting five just 
about every game, no real 
relationships are formed 
between the players of the 
team, making it less com-
fortable and more difficult 
to play with one another 
under pressure.  Looking 
back on the season it is 
clear to see that the boys’ 
basketball team had a 
rough year.  With an aver-
age of 30 points a game, 
no set starting five players, 
and a record of 0-8, the 
Stings have their work cut 
out for next season if they 
want to prove themselves 
as a high school basketball 
team.  

only keep kids organized, but 
sometimes even have to help 
them manage their time and to 
study. They also revealed that 
they tutored boys more than 
they did for girls because the 
girls picked up on these prac-
tices faster than boys did. One 
unusual case a tutor encoun-
tered was that two high school 
seniors forgot to fill out basic 
information on college ap-
plications. The tutor that came 
across this said, “Sorry. It is 
like thinking you finished a 
marathon and finding out you 
have 3 miles left.” One kid 
saw immediate results such as 
his GPA (a wonderful science 
called grade point average) 
going up from 2.8 to 3.5 in 
two semesters. This same kid 
added, “She totally reworked 
my backpack, too” of the tutor 
that helped him achieve his 
results. 
 So if you forget 
school things a lot, or have 
back pains from carrying 
everything that you are afraid 
to lose in your backpack, or 
have trouble with managing 
time, or a loved one has any of 
these chronic ailments, there 
is now a new solution that will 
help you more than anything 
you have tried before: get a 
tutor! For easy payments of up 
to 100 dollars an hour, you can 
have one of these tutors, too!

 Most people are 
chronically disorganized. 
If you or a loved one has 
suffered or is suffering from 
disorganization, there is now 
a cure. Gone are the days of 
lugging all of your worldly 
possessions in towers upon 
towers of filing cabinets. 
Now there are TUTORS, the 
wondrous cure to everything 
school-related, now specializ-
ing in organization! “Oh, here 
is my class schedule, what a 
relief,” says John, age 14, a 
satisfied user.
 These tutors work 
in the most remote reaches 
of the United States, in such 
distant locales such as Los 
Altos, California, Sarasota, 
Florida, and Bennington, 
Vermont, to help disorganized 
boys and girls, but mainly, 
boys to put them on the right 
track to being better at school. 
One such tutor volunteered 
herself for her current job after 
learning that her own preteen 
son was not turning in any 
of his homework. A quick 
check revealed the horrifying 
cause: he was not used to just 
handing in his homework, but 
actually being asked to turn it 
in, which was not happening 
at his school.
 Some tutors, who 
asked that their names be kept 
confidential, said that they not 

Disorganized? 
There’s a Tutor!
By Dimitri Baskous

What Do Bees Do...?
By Jamie Caroccio



Sports

had played in the previ-
ous three games; smarter 
baseball, less errors, and 
a lot more contact on the 
ball. The game quickly 
began in Kennedy’s favor, 
as BSGE went down 1-2-3 
in the top of the first and 
then surrendered 4 runs 
in the bottom. The first 
run on BSGE’s side was 

scored in the third inning, 
at that point making it 6-1. 
The mercy rule would be 
intact by the fifth inning, a 
final score of 14-4 in favor 
of Kennedy High School. 
Daniel Fridman started on 
the mound, playing all five 
innings, surrendering the 
14 runs. 

    
   Game 5/6 (W – 6-3, 8-2)
 After getting 
trounced by Kennedy, 
BSGE came back and got 
back-to-back victories in 
a doubleheader against 
Laguardia on their home 
field at Central Park. 
Fridman got the start for 
BSGE, throwing all seven 
innings for the Sting in 
the first game. He took a 
no-hitter into the seventh, 
however, ended up allow-
ing the first Laguardia hit 
with 2 outs and no men 
on in the bottom of the 
seventh. BSGE would go 
on to win the game 6-3. 
 The second game 
saw another complete 
game victory, this time by 
Billy Olivares. Olivares 
threw a complete 6 in-
nings, allowing only two 
runs, one of them earned. 
 Back to back 
complete games pitched 
by Fridman and Olivares 
and a solid hitting per-
formance gave the Sting 
back to back victories and 
have them posted at a 4-2 
record overall. 

 Now sporting 
a .750 winning percent-
age, the Sting are playing 
better baseball than many 
had expected, and are 
gaining a bit of popular-
ity throughout the school. 
BSGE welcome your new-
est sport; Boys Baseball 
- BSGE welcome your 
newest team; the BSGE 
Sting. 

Boys Baseball 
Working On Their 
Sting by Daniel Fridman

2007 record:
4   -  4

         w    L 

LET’s G   STING
by Kristen 
Spang
 
To my surprise, 
BSGE’s small 
population 
didn’t quash the 
amount of girls 
that were truly 
dedicated to 
playing softball.  
Although not 
all of us have a 
sports orientated 
background, the 
girls that are 
new to softball 
are really pick-
ing it up fast due 
to hard-working 
atmosphere that 
coachVirge forc-
es us to adapt to.  
Even those who 
initially joined only to gain 
action hours now claim 
that they are “completely 
finished,” and have simply 
grown to love the game.  
Even though learning paces 
are different, most girls put 
in 100% of their effort to 
become team players that 
play   their very best.  

I interviewed BSGE’s soft-
ball coach, Virge Ramos:

ing.  We also need to learn 
how to handle our mental 
mistakes.”
Q: How does this year’s 
team differ from last years?
A: “This year we have a 
much higher level of com-
mitment from the girls.  The 
new players have much 
more experience in playing 
softball.  I have the benefit 
of now doing less teach-
ing of the sport and more 
practicing of it.”
Q: Do you see a promising 
future season?
A: “Absolutely.  If we play 
together and concentrate on 
our jobs as individuals and 
teams, we can compete with 
any other team.  We can 
definitely have an improved 
record.”
Q: Now for the good stuff… 
Why did you choose the 
girls over the guys?
A: “I actually feel that girls 
are more committed.  I also 
was an assistant manager 
for the girls’ softball team 
during high school, so I 
have experience with the 
girls and the sport as a 
whole.  I see softball as a 
competitive sport that not 
enough people really know 
how to play.”

next batter struck out and 
Kris Kesoglides went to 
the plate with the winning 
run on third and two outs 
already made. Kesoglides 
struck out, however, the 
third strike went past the 
catcher and Kesoglides ran 
to first. Aviation’s catcher 
threw the ball away in an 
attempt to reach first base 

on the throw, and Diaz 
came home as the winning 
run. BSGE emerged victo-
rious, 8-7 over Aviation. 
   
Game 4 (L 4-14)
 While the score 
doesn’t show it, the Sting 
played a better, solid 
overall game than they 

before being replaced by 
Billy Olivares who earned 
the win to start the season 
(1-0). Though BSGE only 
notched a minimal three 
hits in the game, walks 
killed LIC, allowing the 
Sting to score the second, 
third, tying and eventu-
ally winning run on walks 
and errors. This win gave 
BSGE a 1-0 start to the 
season and a sense of 
preparation for a well-hit-
ting ECB club.
    
 Game 2 (L 10-13)
 Few players on 
the Sting will tell you that 
they were happy with the 
performance that was left 
on the field in this game; 
walks and errors killed 
the team as they blew an 
early 6-2 lead and let the 
game slip away, eventu-
ally falling to a strong-hit-
ting ECB Brooklyn squad, 
10-13. Billy Olivares, who 
earned the win just three 
nights before, started the 
game and pitched well, 
however, lacked control 
as the innings went on 
and was replaced on Oren 
Shafir. Shafir pitched well 
and received an indecision 
while Olivares earned the 
loss for his (1-1) record.
    

Game 3 (W 8-7)
 Though it wasn’t 
necessarily a well-rounded 
win, it was BSGE’s sec-
ond win of the season in 
just three games, already a 
feat few expected the ex-
pansion team to achieve. 
BSGE went back and forth 
with LIC, trading runs 

 Who says BSGE 
doesn’t have sports? The 
school known which origi-
nated just six years ago, 
known for serving IB stan-
dard education, now holds 
four established sports: 
Boys Basketball, Girls 
Basketball, Girls Softball 
and Boys Baseball. While 
boys and girls basketball 
is now out of season, 
girls softball and boys 
baseball are both making 
a buzz around the school 
hallways, with a dramatic 
increase in vocal school 
price. 
 Though not yet 
an officially noted PSAL 
team, BSGE baseball is 
traveling New York City, 
playing more games than 
most registered PSAL 
squads. Having already 
played three games in 
their first two weeks of 
play, the Sting are sport-
ing a 2-2 record, defeating 
LIC and Aviation in their 
two wins of the season. 
The first loss in BSGE 
history came to ECB High 
School, a well-rounded 
team in Brooklyn.
 Frankie Alvarez, 
BSGE’s starting catcher, 
was quoted after the teams 
second loss of the season 
against Kennedy High 
School, “It’s interesting, 
we won two games before 
this, and scored 10 runs in 
our only other loss, but at 
the same time we can pat 
ourselves on the back and 
say this is the best game 
we’ve played all season, 
and we lost by 10 runs 
– that’s how it works with 
a team that is just getting 
started”. Similar to Alva-
rez, the rest of the team, 
including coach Patrick 
McDonald, was happy 
with the performance 
left out on the field that 
Wednesday afternoon. 
 Feeling confident 
about their performance 
in the loss to Kennedy, 
BSGE rode that solid 
play into a doubleheader 
with Laguardia over the 
Spring Break. BSGE took 
both games from LGA, 
winning 6-3 and 8-2, both 
overpowering victories. 
   
Game 1 (W 5-4)
 The Sting, in 
their first game ever, 
emerged victorious, beat-
ing LIC 5-4 in a nail-biter. 
Jamal Waire started the 
game for BSGE, pitch-
ing several strong innings 

inning by inning. Oren 
Shafir went seven strong 
innings for the Sting, 
going the distance and 
allowing only four earned 
runs. It wasn’t the happiest 
clubhouse after the game, 
with the team making 
an extensive amount of 
errors, both mental and 
literal. However, those 
errors were all erased with 
a tremendous rally in the 
bottom of the seventh in-
ning by the Sting. Frankie 
Alvarez, who had made 
several throwing errors 
during the game, cleaned 
up his act on the second 
pitch of the at-bat, hitting 
a monstrous shot over the 
head of the left-fielder, 
which was undoubtedly 
a homerun off of the bat. 
His lead-off solo shot 
tied it at 8-8 and set up 
the Sting for a possible 
winning rally. Fridman, 
BSGE’s starting first 
baseman hit after Alvarez, 
singling up the middle on 
the third pitch of the at-
bat. After stealing second 
and then stealing third, 
Fridman was on third 
with no outs and Jonathon 
Diaz at the plate. Diaz laid 
down a bunt with Frid-
man running on contact; 
Aviation’s pitcher made 

a great play getting to the 
ball and threw Fridman 
out of the plate. Diaz was 
left on first base with 1 
out and the game still tied. 
Diaz, after stealing second 
and taking third on a wild 
pitch, was the winning run 
on third base with only 
1 out in the inning. The 

Q: When did you first start 
playing softball? Were you 
originally a baseball player?
A: “When I was about 9 or 
10 years old was when I 
first joined a baseball team.  
Since then, it has been my 
favorite sport.”
Q: How do you think that 
this year’s record can be 
better than last years?
A:  “We are putting a lot of 
effort into improving pitch-



 Spring break: 
a time of relaxation 
for some, and a time 
to cut loose for others. 
Those who choose the 
wilder spring break 
vacation may being 
putting more of an 
emphasis on fun than 
sensibility. Spring 
break can be a great 
time to let out all that 
stress or annoyance 
you normally feel 
during the school year. 
However, that does 
not mean letting go 
of the common sense 
you are forced to use 
in school. The harsh 
reality of some teen’s 
spring breaks is very 
unhealthy. It includes 
binge drinking, dan-

Spring Break Attacks!
By Jessie Heller

Van Gogh, Picasso and BSGE Class of 2008 
by Amirah Cisse

crease. Another study 
shows that teens are 
more likely to have 
several “partners” 
when traveling for 
spring break. When 
circulating partners 
and not always using 
protection, sexually 
transmitted diseases 
suddenly become very 
common. This is a big 
and long lasting risk. 
 As awful as 
these consequences 
seem, they are terribly 
common. There are 
other more extreme 
cases that teens are 
vulnerable to. These 
cases include, rape, 
drowning, kidnap-
ping and murder. All 
of these situations are 

time.
 Some other 
decisions best left 
to think of sober, 
include the unwise 
sexual decisions many 
teens make. A recent 
survey has shown, 
“Forty-four percent of 
sexually active Mas-
sachusetts teenagers 
said they were more 
likely to have sexual 
intercourse if they had 
been drinking, and 
17 percent said they 
were less likely to use 
condoms after drink-
ing.” Add the pressure 
teens feel in order to 
belong in this spring 
break environment 
and these percentages 
will most likely in-

made too easy during 
spring breaks. 
 Spring breaks 
are best used to 
unwind from a long 
and cold school year. 
However, loosing 
your common sense 
is not required to do 
that. It is important 
for teens to know their 
limits. They should 
do only what they feel 
comfortable with and 
make sure that they 
do not drink too much 
to forget that. Spring 
break only lasts for a 
week, the consequenc-
es can last a lifetime.

a few Che Gueverra-
inspired portraits of 
Hillary Clinton and 
even some satirical 
collages regarding 
President Bush and the 
War in Iraq. Could this 
propaganda possibly 
stem from the seniors’ 
new acquisition of the 
voting right? Perhaps. 
Their incorporation of 
the upcoming election 
does, however, rein-
force art teacher Roy 
Steel’s favorite saying 
about art, “Art is about 
a particular person, at 
a particular place, at a 
particular time”. 
       You might be 
wondering what ex-
actly the IB Art show 
is. Well, the show is 
an annual event where 
IB Art HL students 
display the culmina-
tion of their work over 
the last two years. The 
show is actually the 
site where the IB Art 
exam is administered. 
In general, an art critic 
will look at and assess 
each student’s work 
and, after interviewing 
them, determine their 
overall grade. If that 
is not nervewracking 
enough, the art students 
must also present their 
Research workbooks, 
the sketchbooks where 
most of the research for 
the course and plan-
ning has been done. It 
is an experience that 
the art students have 

learned to welcome. 
Many pf the seniors, 
upon retrospect, have 
leaned to welcome 
many things in their 
creative processes, 
such as loss of sleep, a 
humbled attitude, and 

    Held at the Depart-
ment of Education 
Building on Queens 
Borough Plaza, this 
years IB Art Show 
was one of the most 
successful and classi-
est, yet!  The fantas-
tic and interesting 
work of BSGE’s own 
graduating class not 
only livened up the 
bland, cubicled room 
their work occupied, 
but also managed to 
capture the attention of 
dozens of students and 
a few outsiders. The 
room’s many cubicles 
featured hundreds of 
seniors’ paintings, 
drawings, pottery 
pieces, and everything 
in between.
    The gallery scene 
was truly a sight to be 
beheld.  Many people, 
including mostly 
BSGE faculty and 
students, their proud 
parents, and a few 
outsiders wandered in 
the numerous cubicles, 
mesmerized by much 
of the artwork.  Spec-
tators walked around 
the gallery, absorbing 
the pottery, sketches, 
paintings, and collages, 
while reading excerpts 
from the students’ artist 
statements. At the cen-
ter of the spacious gal-
lery room were three 
tables’ worth of deli-
cious hors d’oeuvres 
and jewel-toned bever-
ages with finely sliced 

citrus fruits floating on 
top. Across the room, 
the dapperly-dressed 
students could be 
found lounging, casual-
ly debating the perfect 
cross-hatching tech-
nique and reminiscing 
of their first research 
pages.
     The event, which 
took place on Thurs-
day, April 10th, even 
brought former BSGE 
art teacher, Tony 
Campbell, out of hia-
tus. “It so amazing to 
see the work of my old 
students. The progress 
is simply amazing,” 
he sputtered, unable to 
contain his excitement. 
He was correct as over 
the past two years, the 
due term for the IB art 
program, the students 
had been developing 
their focuses and devel-
oping skills. This was 
apparent in the great 
range in their work. 
Unlikely mediums, 
such as a ceiling fan 
and even Barbie, were 
used to create some of 
the art, which are far 
from the traditional 
paintbrush and canvas.  
     There was also a 
wide variety of themes 
represented in their 
work, ranging from 
pregnant women 
and lines, to poverty 
and friends. A major, 
reoccurring theme in 
this year’s show was 
politics. There were 

a lot of work. When 
questioned for an 
estimate of the amount 
of hours used work-
ing on their exhibits 
and setting up, many 
were quick to simply 
respond “thousands”. 

“Thousands of hours,” 
says Cooper Union-
bound Lyric Hunter. 
“Thousands of hours 
including the times 
picking up a piece of 
paper, charcoal, and 
just working.”

gerous sexual activity, 
and vulnerability. 
 Teens that 
travel on their own 
(with friends) for 
spring break, use most 
of their time to cram 
in as much drinking 
as possible. However, 
these spontaneous 
actions can have long 
lasting consequences. 
Teenagers have not 
developed enough to 
handle large amounts 
of alcohol. Any effects 
that heavy drinking 
can have on adults 
will be that much 
worse for teens. These 
effects include liver 
problems, reproduc-
tive problems, and 
new studies have 

found possible prob-
lems with bone de-
velopment as well as 
growth stunts. As most 
know, your thinking is 
impaired when drunk, 
which can lead to 
reckless or dangerous 
decisions. This is why 
the “buddy system” 
[not separating from 
at least one friend] 
is a good and safe 
strategy. “It seems so 
simple,” states college 
student who went on 
a Puerto Rican spring 
break two years ago, 
“and yet you would be 
surprised how quickly 
girls drop this rule 
once they start drink-
ing.” Make the plan to 
stick together ahead of 



The ART of College

Senior 
Shout Out!!

John Kunicki
“Deciding on a college”

“What has been the hardest part of 
the college application process?”

Keroa Rosa
“Balancing all of the col-
lege requirements with all 

of the school work that 
was needed to be done. 

The school work is vigor-
ous already and having to 
do extra work on top of it 

is overwhelming.”

Mia Chin
“pressing the send button”

Erika Vasquez
“The hardes part was 

trying to jeep up with the 
grades and writing my per-
sonal essay because there 
were a lof of corrections I 

had to do.”

Syed Zaidi
“The hardest part for 

me was coming up with 
everything I wanted to 

use for the applications. I 
had several essays and I 
couldn’t really figure out 
what I wanteed to use.”

The College Checklist 
for Summer Time:

"
The College Jargon:
College- A place of higher learning beyond high school. There 
are different types:

    * Four-year colleges (also called senior colleges) award 
bachelors degrees. Some four-year colleges also award associ-
ates degrees.

    * University Colleges award bachelors degrees, and they 
also offer some graduate programs and award masters degrees.

    * Two-year colleges (also called junior or community col-
leges) award associates degrees.

    * Public colleges receive a great deal of funding from 
government agencies and cost less than private colleges. Public 
colleges can be two-year or four-year.

    * The City University of New York (CUNY) is a public 
college system. It is made up of 17 colleges located throughout 
New York City.

    * The State University of New York (SUNY) is a public 
college system. It is made up of 60 colleges and 4 university 
centers located throughout New York State.

    * Private colleges do not receive a sizeable of funding from 
government agencies and cost more than public colleges.

University- A place of higher learning which is made up of an 
undergraduate division which awards bachelors (and sometimes 
associates degrees), and a graduate division which awards mas-
ters, professional (i.e. degrees in medicine, dentistry, and law), 
and doctorate degrees.

Technical College- A college which offers two- and/or four 
year degree programs for students who are interested in work-
ing as technicians.
Vocational College- A college which trains students in special-
ized skills for employment. Some programs are a few months 
while others can be as long as two years. Students are awarded 
a certificate, diploma or associates degree.

Undergraduate Student- A college or university student who 
has not earned a bachelors degree. Note: A student who com-
pletes an associates degree and transfers to another college to 
study for two more years in order to earn a bachelors degree, is 
still an undergraduate student because s/he does not yet have a 
bachelors degree.

Graduate Student- A student who has earned a bachelors 
degree and is continuing studies for a masters, professional or 
doctorate degree. For example, a student who wants to be a 
lawyer must first complete a bachelors degree and then apply to 
Law School (graduate school) to study for the law degree.

Liberal Arts- Some colleges and universities refer to the Lib-
eral Arts as general education or core curriculum. The Liberal 
Arts subjects are intended to provide students with academic 
knowledge that will help them to grow intellectually. A Liberal 
Arts curriculum includes courses in Social Sciences (for ex-
ample History, Economics, Sociology, Anthropology, African-

Start working on your college applications.

Complete a student profile; it should include: 
your GPA, SAT/SAT 2 scores, Academic hon-
ors, Regents exam scores, community service 
activities, intended major and list of prospective 
colleges.

Find 12 colleges you’re interested in. Ask them 
for a brochure and an application.

Call up ten colleges, ask about open houses and 
tours and then try to arrange a visit.

Work on your personal statement. It should be 
around 600-800 words.

Set up a “College HQ”, a desk specially for 
everything college.

List from www.collegereadinessprogram.org

American Studies, Women’s Studies, Political Sciences); Hu-
manities (Philosophy, Religion, Art, Music, Drama, Literature); 
Mathematics, Sciences, and Foreign Languages.
Note: All students who are pursuing a bachelors degree, regard-
less of the major, must complete Liberal Arts and Science 
requirements.

Remediation- Students who are accepted to colleges, but 
demonstrate on placement tests that they are not academically 
prepared for a college curriculum must take remedial classes. 
These students must complete remedial courses before advanc-
ing to a regular college curriculum. Remedial courses help 
students improve to the academic level expected at college. 
Remedial courses are non-credited.

Open Admissions- An admissions policy where a high school 
diploma or a GED is the only requirement for admission. 
Academic requirements such as SAT 1 are not required. CUNY 
has an open admissions policy that guarantees admission to 
all applicants with a high school diploma, or GED. However, 
senior colleges within CUNY have academic requirements such 
as SAT 1 Reasoning test, and completion of certain academic 
courses while in high school that all applicants must satisfy in 
order to be accepted. CUNY and SUNY Community Colleges 
(two-year colleges) accept all students who have a high school 
diploma or GED.

Academic Year- An academic year is made up of the Fall 
semester and the following Spring semester. For example, 
2004/2005 academic year is made up of Fall 2004 and Spring 
2005. Colleges and universities in the US, educational oppor-
tunity programs (EOP and HEOP) and most scholarships and 
financial aid programs follow the academic year calendar.

Transfer Opportunities- Students who study Liberal Arts and 
Sciences in a two-year CUNY or SUNY college and earn an 
associates degree can transfer to a four-year private college, or 
four-year CUNY or SUNY, study for two more years and earn a 
bachelors degree. Students generally spend the two years in the 
four-year college studying their major area of interest.

2+2 format- This curriculum format is offered at some col-
leges within the CUNY and SUNY college systems. Examples: 
Students who complete the two-year Electrical Technology pro-
gram at NYC Technical College and earn an associates degree 
and transfer to the Engineering program at City College, study 
for two more years and earn a bachelors degree in Engineering.

CUNY Skills Assessment Test- All students who are accepted 
to CUNY colleges as first year students must take the CUNY 
Skills Assessment Test. The test is in writing, reading com-
prehension and vocabulary, and math. The scores are used to 
determine students’ readiness for a college curriculum. Students 
who do not perform well on the test must take remedial classes 
and take the exam again. CUNY sends a letter to all admitted 
students telling them the place, date and time they are required 
to take the test.
Rolling Admissions- An admissions policy where a college 
evaluates each student’s application only when all required 
documents such as transcripts, processing fee, test scores (SAT 
1, TOEFL), have been received. Such colleges do not have offi-
cial applications deadlines, and will review admission applica-
tions as long as space is available.
Vocabulary list from www.collegereadinessprogram.org
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Helpful Websites:

Freshman/Sophomore Timeline
lege. Consider whether your 
experience jibes with your 
college plans: Do schools 
that interest you field teams 
in your sport? Do you have a 
chance of playing on them? 
Begin researching scholar-
ships and identify college 
admission requirements for 
competitive universities. Sub-
mit your fall community and 
service reflection forms with 
necessary verification letters.

February
Teacher’s pet? Keep it up. 
Your grades are the single 
most important facet of the 
college admissions process. 
You also need teachers to 
write your college recom-
mendations.

March
Decide if you want to take 
an SAT II subject test. It’s 
often better to take the exam 
as soon as you’ve completed 
the relevant class, instead of 
waiting until later. Con-
sider and apply for summer 
academic and arts programs 
on college campuses. It’s 
never too early to get a feel 
for college life. Many CUNY, 
SUNY and private colleges 

offer partial or full scholar-
ships to these respective 
programs.

April/May
Talk to your guidance 
counselor and your parents 
about whether you should 
take summer-school classes 
to improve your grades, fit 
in a needed course or delve 
further into a subject you 
like. Figured out you don’t 
need summer school? Look 
around for other constructive 
ways to spend your time off. 
Apply for volunteer positions 
and or summer employ-
ment at interesting sites. Try 
an arts or academic camp. 
Submit your final community 
and service reflection forms 
and other documentation at 
the end of May. Speak with 
college admissions officers 
at spring college fairs about 
their respective admissions 
requirements and available 
financial aid.

June
Take the ACT or the June 
SAT IIs, if appropriate. But 
remember, once you request 
that your SAT scores be sent 
to a college, that school will 

see scores from every SAT 
II you’ve previously taken. 
There is no rush.

July
Spend some more time 
researching colleges and 
universities. Can you begin 
to narrow down a list of the 
types of schools that are 
appealing to you? Urban or 
rural? Big or small? Public 
or private? Begin looking at 
the SAT Reasoning test for 
content and format. You’ll 
be taking your first PSAT in 
October.

August
If you’re close to a univer-
sity, consider dropping by 
and walking around. Even an 
hour long visit will give you 
a feel for a college. You’ll 
also get a sense of your own 
likes and dislikes. Sign up for 
fall shadow days and campus 
tours. Begin to identify and 
register SAT preparation 
programs for fall 2008 and 
spring 2009.

*timeline from www.colleg-
ereadinessprogram.org

And the Winner Is...

November
College Fairs can be a great 
place to “see” many schools 
at once. Talk to your college 
advisor to find fairs near you. 
Some colleges also offer on-
line tours on their websites. 
Attend fairs to learn about 
volunteer opportunities. 
Participate in extra-curricular 
activities. Colleges/universi-
ties look for highly motivat-
ed, well-rounded students. If 
they haven’t done so already, 
have your parents put extra 
money into a college fund 
(e.g. 529 Savings Plan).

December
While it’s probably too early 
for an SAT prep class, you 
may want to do more read-
ing in your free time, take 
more challenging courses, or 
practice on old tests. Work on 
your math. Students who take 
advanced math in high school 
are far more likely to attend 
and graduate from college 
than those who fail to do so.

January
Look into National Col-
legiate Athletic Association 
requirements if you want to 
participate in sports in col-

Best Party 
School:
1. West Virginia 
University
2. University of 
Mississippi
3. The University of 
Texas at Austin
4. University of 
Florida
5. University of 
Georgia

Happiest 
Students:
1. Whitman College
2. Brown University
3. Clemson University
4. Princeton 
University
5. Standford 
University

Dorms Like 
Palaces:
1.Smith College
2. Loyola College in 
Massachusetts 
3. The George Wash-
ington University
4. Scripps College
5. Bryn Mawr College

1. Sweet Briar College
2. Princeton 
University
3. Pepperdine 
University 
4. Wellesley College
5. Mount Hoyloke 
College

Most Beauti-
ful Campus:

Jock Schools:

Toughest to 
Get Into:
1. Harvard College
2. Princeton 
University
 3. Massachu-  
           setts Institute of  
           Technology
 4. Yale 
 University
 5. Stanford   
 University

Best 
Classroom 
Experience
       1. Reed 
           College
        2. Wabash 
            College 
        3. Thomas       
            Aquinas 
            College
           4.Wellesley
             College

1. Clemson University
2. Penn State
3. University of 
Florida
4. University of Notre 
Dame
5. Wabash College.

Best College 
Newspaper:
1. University of North 
Carolina at Chapel 
Hill
2. Yale University
3. University of 
Pennsylvania
4. Howard University
5. University of 
Georgia

1. University of 
Maryland
2. University of Notre 
Dame
3. University of 
Florida
4. West Virginia 
University
5. University of 
Georgia

Students Pack 
the Stadium:

Great College 
Town:
1. The New School for 
Liberal Arts
2. Barnard College
3. The George Wash-
ington University
4. American UniversityMore lists at: www.princetonreview.com

www.collegereadinessprogram.org- many 
BSGE student’s go to the College Readiness 
Program at Sunnyside Community Services. 
The website has checklists, timelines, interview 
tips, practical information and more.

www.theprincetonreview.com- This website 
has college rankings, lists, college profiles and 
much, much more.

www.collegeboard.com- they have tips for par-
ents, teachers and students. They have college 
preparedness calenders. The website also has 
college quickstart, a program designed to help 
you find a school.

www.embark.com- set up an account and you 
can get help with and monitor your financial aid 
needs. 

www.collegezone.com- at college zone they 
have areas for parents, students and counselors.

www.scholarshiphelp.org- this website helps 
you self assess your scholarship possibilities. 
They have scholarship vocabulary, tips for es-
says, information about college loans, links to 
scholarship websites and more.

www.fastweb.com- this website lets you set up 
a profile and then automatically finds the appro-
priate scholarships.

College Pays:
Professional Degree: $95, 700

$4,306,500

Doctorate Degree: $79,400
$3,573,000

Master’s Degree: $59,500
$2,677,500

Bachelor’s Degree: $49,400
$2,223,000

Associate’s Degree: $37,600
$1,692,000

Some College, No Degree: $35, 700
$1,606,500

High School Graduate: $30, 800
$1,386,000

High School Dropout: $21,600
$972,000

*Info based on 2004 US Census Bu-
reau, income before taxes. Lifetime es-
timates based on a person who works 

for 45 years. 

The ART of College



Obsessive Jonas Disorder

 The lights 
dimmed and all you 
could hear was the 
high-pitched screams 
of teenage girls. All of 
which waiting to see 
their celebrity crushes, 
the Jonas Brothers. The 
concert had already been 
going for an hour or so, 
but the Jonas Brothers 
had not performed yet. 
However, their open-
ing act Rooney did. My 
friends and I agreed that 
after watching Rooney 
play two or three songs-
that we did not know- we 
wanted the Jonas Broth-
ers on already.
    After the arena turned 
pitch black, lights began 
to flash all along the 
stage. Then a curtain 
dropped and their band 
began to play the open-
ing to their hit song 
“Year 3000.” When I 
thought it could not 
get any louder, smoke 
started coming out from 
the stage and the Jonas 

getting the Jonas Broth-
ers attention. My friends 
and I would stand up on 
our folding chairs until 
they’d acknowledge that 
we were there. Luck-
ily the security officers 
didn’t pay much atten-
tion to us. The friends 
I brought with me, 
thought the best part was 
when Nick ripped off the 
sleeves of his shirt.
    When my friends and 
I finally piled back into 
our limo, we all agreed 
that we didn’t want it 
to end. Even though we 
could barely speak and 
our ears were ringing, 
we enjoyed it. I went to 
their concert as someone 
who liked their music 
but left as an obsessed 
fan. You could not leave 
that concert without 
getting Obsessive Jonas 
Disorder. If I get another 
opportunity to see them 
in concert, I will go in a 
heartbeat. 

Brothers came up from 
the floor. 
    The concert went on 
for about three hours, 
enough time to play all 
the songs from their new-
est CD, “Jonas Brothers” 
and some from previous 
album “Its About Time.” 
One of the best songs 
they played was “A Little 
Bit Longer” which would 
be on their upcoming al-
bum. It was written and 
played by Nick Jonas on 
the piano. During songs 
like “A little Bit Lon-
ger”, they added inter-
vals at which everyone 
screamed. It reflects his 
life when he realized he 
had diabetes. 
    Nick Jonas definitely 
took charge of the stage. 
He over shadowed his 
brothers in all aspects 
of the show. He sang his 
own song, played the 
piano and the guitar, and 
did numerous flips off 
the platforms.
    The most disappoint-

ing part of the concert 
was getting to meet them. 
First, you had to have a 
special wristband to meet 
them. My friends and I 
had to wait in a very long 
line, which was surpris-
ing because only VIP 
people got to meet them. 
When we finally got to 
give them a hug and 
say hi, we only had five 
seconds to do so. I was 
so excited to be able to 
get an autograph on my 
guitar, -which I lugged 
around- and a picture, 
but the security people 
would not let us. I could 
also tell that they were 
up to meeting all their 
fans before the concert.
    Other than the meet 
and greet there were 
many highlights of the 
concert. Since my friends 
and I had sat in the aisle 
of the fourteenth row we 
were able to run to the 
stage every time they 
walked over. A lot of 
people found ways of the 
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Got Skillz?

If you can read, 
write, draw or if 

you’re interested in 
graphic design WE 

WANT YOU!!
Join The BACC 
Rag’s 30+ staff to 

work with your skills 
and other students 
and benefit from a 
great experience.

Email Us:
copydesk@thebaccrag.com

photograph by alexis cotton

No Child Left Behind? by Simran Vazirani

 Why do we have 
to take so many irritating 
standardized tests?  Part of 
the reason has to do with the 
No Child Left Behind Act 
(NCLB). NCLB, approved in 
2002, is an act that requires 
schools to give students 
annual assessments in math 
and English. These assess-
ments are given annually 
in grades 3 to 8 and at least 
once in high school. After 
looking at the number of 
students passing these tests 
at each school, a school is 
labeled. BSGE, according 
to Ms. Johnson “hasn’t been 
hugely affected by NCLB.” 
But if you want to blame 
NCLB or the people who run 
the country for something, 
you can blame them for the 
periodic assessments we get 
at our school every so often. 
They are a result of NCLB. 
Although these assessments 
don’t affect our class grades, 
they’re just another thing to 
worry about. 
 Although we 
haven’t been hugely affected 
by NCLB, we have been 
labeled based on NCLB 
standards. Our city labels 

schools (including ours) 
based on the standards 
NCLB has previously set. 
According to those stan-
dards, our middle school 
received a C and our high 
school received an A. Ac-
cording to Ms. Johnson, “the 
‘C’ is a result of screened 
admission to our school. 
Since we only take in more 
advanced students, our 
yearly progress is lower than 
schools that admit students 
at any level and NCLB 
grades on something called 
AYP, which is adequate 
yearly progress.” To avoid 
being given a bad score, a 
school must have 5 percent 
more students passing the 
tests than previous years. 
But according to Michael 
Winerip (New York Times), 
“if just one subgroup in one 
grade fails to make 5 per-
cent—poor children, limited 
English speakers, the handi-
capped—the school is la-
beled failing.” Being labeled 
failing results in a school 
risking “restructuring.” It 
is ridiculous that a single 
statistic can do so much to a 
school. What do test scores 

really prove? Some people 
may just be bad test takers 
and in that case, tests don’t 
represent the knowledge you 
have. 
In previous years, NCLB has 
not even been doing what it 
proposed to do. According to 
the Educational Researcher, 
“progress in raising test 
scores was stronger before 
No Child Left Behind was 
approved in 2002, compared 
with the four years following 
the enactment of the law.” 
Also, according to Hold-
ing NCLB Accountable, the 
result of NCLB “provides 
insufficient evidence that the 
law has succeeded in raising 
student achievement levels 
or closing the nation’s racial 
achievement gap.” If NCLB 
doesn’t improve perfor-
mance of students, then why 
is it still being used? Part of 
the reason for this is that if 
schools don’t obey NCLB, 
then federal funding to the 
school is cut. The federal 
government pays less than 
8 percent of each state’s 
education costs and even 
though that amount seems 
minimal, it can take a huge 

toll because of recent school 
budget cuts. 
 This toll can be 
seen in schools as more and 
more emphasis is put on 
math and reading. Accord-
ing to a July 2007 Center 
on Education Policy report, 
about 44 percent of school 
districts have cut time from 
one or more activities to 
leave more time for reading 
and math. The greatest affect 
has been on high schools. 
Initially, high schools had 
educational programs where 
students were prepared for 
specific careers and activities 
were mainly non-academic. 
What used to be a time for 
students to figure out what 
they want to do with the rest 
of their lives has turned into 
a test-obsessed environment. 
But overlooking all else, 
the main concern regard-
ing NCLB is that is has an 
unrealistic goal: 100 percent 
of students in schools to pass 
the standardized exams by 
2014. In the future, will 100 
percent actually mean 100 
percent? Will no child be left 
behind?  

Most Embarrass-
ing Moments
by Solemia Ganzia

“I was at the mall one 
day with my mom. We 
were outside Afaze and 
she pointed to something 
really cute and I leaned 
over to get a closer look 
and I banged my head 
against the glass wall. 
I was so embarrassed 
because, there was a girl 
in the inside of the store 
who just gave me a “are 
you retarded” look. It 
was horrible because, I 
had to walk around the 
mall with a red bump on 
my head! : 9th grade

“I’m supposed to go 
to math tutoring but 
one Friday my friends 
all wanted to go to the 
mall and so did I. So I 
decided to skip while, 
shopping I saw a really 
cute shirt I was going 
to buy. I wanted to try it 
one but the line for the 
fitting room was kind 
of long and I had to get 
home so I put it on over 
my T-shirt. As I checking 
how I look in it I see my 
mom walk into the store 
and I panic and run out. 
I forgot I had the shirt 
on and I set the alarms 
off but to top it all of my 
mom turned around and 
caught me!” 7th grade

“I was walking home one 
day when I saw this girl 
who looked like my old 
friend from elementary 
and she seemed to be 
waving at me so I went 
over to hug her. I noticed 
it wasn’t her when she 

said “I was waving to the 
girl behind you”. I was so 
embarrassed!” 10 grade 

“I was at the park with 
a few of my friends one 
day after school. We were 
playing football and just 
running around, when my 
best friend and I thought 
we saw two of our friends 
from school walking past 
the park. With out think-
ing, we ran towards them, 
and jumped on them to 
give them a hug. After we 
pulled away, we realized 
it wasn’t our friends from 
school, but two random 
strangers! My best friend 
and I walked away with-
out saying a word, and 
later on started laughing 
hysterically when we 
realized how ridiculously 
embarrassing it all was!” 
9th grade

“I was at the supermar-
ket one day grabbing 
some junk food before 
my friends came over. 
I threw a bunch of stuff 
into the cart and as I was 
putting everything onto 
the counter I saw my 
friend’s mom. She came 
over and started talk-
ing and then suddenly 
stopped. I didn’t know 
why but she was looking 
at the counter when I saw 
somebody had left a pack 
of condoms in the cart 
and while I was paying 
attention I loaded it onto 
the counter! I felt myself 
turn bright red!” 11th 
grade
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 This twisted 
novel about a seem-
ingly harmless town is 
a true horror story that 
leaves you terrified. 
Needful Things is one 
of my favorite books. 
Gruesome in its own 
spectacular way, Ste-
phen King’s novel is an 
amazing reminder that 
things are not always 
as they seem. 
“‘Oh Jesus.’ He 
thought dolefully. Then 
he went through the 
motions of feeling for 
Wilma’s pulse, even 
though there was a 
meat-cleaver buried in 
her skull. Her cheeks 
and forehead were 
printed with small dots 
of blood. They looked 
like heathen tattoos.”- 
Needful Things, pg 
297. This is just one 
out of many examples 
of King’s brilliant writ-
ing. I was looking for 
a quote to represent the 
book, and this was on 
the first page I opened 
up to. The entire book 
could be a quote- each 
page is so great

 The small town 
of Castle Rock has 
seen its share of hor-
rors, but nothing com-
pared to this. ‘Sweet’ 
old Mr. Gaunt owns a 
store of useless knick-
knacks. Only he sells 
these knick-knacks 
for the small price of 
a tiny prank- instead 
of money, Mr. Gaunt’s 
customers are asked 

Needful Things: The Twisted Story 
of an Unforgettable Town 
by Kats Tamanaha 

to play small tricks on 
their fellow townsfolk. 
But when the tricks get 
more intense, it seems 
everything has gone 
too far. Yet it cannot 
stop, because dear Mr. 
Gaunt has an item for 
every person in Castle 
Rock- one item whose 
destined buyer will do 
anything to get their 
hands on. 

The story follows about 
10 main characters that 
are connected to each 
other through a web of 
events and people. The 
characters build upon 
each other and provide 
background for one 
another. King follows 
each character as they 
progress through the 
stages of hell on earth- 
each being important in 
their own special way. 
He follows the lives 
and horror stories of 
those precious enough 
to be chosen by Mr. 
Gaunt’s items. Needful 
Things shows us that a 
little slip into darkness 
can turn into more than 
you ever dreamed. 
Reading this book, 
my stomach was tight 
throughout the entire 
story- but I was so 
engrossed in the novel 
that I only realized I 
was tensed up when I 
read the last sentence. 
Needful Things is the 
definition of a must-
read.

by Meghan McCullough
High School 
Confidential is a 
new unprecedented 
WE tv event that 
documents the 
lives of 12 young 
girls through their 
four years in high 
school. Sharon 
Liese, the producer 
of the show, was 
inspired to create 
this kind of docu-
mentary by her own 
high school experi-
ence. The idea of 
a four year span 
that ultimately ends 
up changing every 
teenager’s life fas-
cinated her, because 
during those years 
teenage girls des-
perately try to forge 
an identity while 
at the same time 
trying to stay true to 
themselves. Liese 
wondered what 
kind of challenges 
her own teenage 
daughter Justine 
would face during 
her own years in 
high school, and 
came up with this 
project as a way to 

the 12 
girls’ lives on 
camera, now showing the 
world what she wit-
nessed. Among these 12 
extremely diverse girls, 
there was one diagnosed 
with a brain tumor, one 
planning to be married, 
one raising herself, one 
coping with a parent’s 
death, and one anorexic 
wrist cutter. These were 
only a few of the chal-
lenges that these young 
girls had to overcome. 
“Early in the journey, I 
was personally moved 
by the courage it took 
for each young woman 
to commit to such a 
long and self-revealing 
project. None of us knew 
what we would discover, 
but we all took the leap 
together,” says Liese. 
“People ask if I am sur-
prised that High School 
Confidential became so 
big. On some level, I al-
ways envisioned that the 
stories would be amazing 
and that a large audience 
would be as captivated as 
I am by them.”
To catch High School 
Confidential in action, 
tune in to WE tv Mon-
days at 10 p.m.

deeply understand what 
each high school girl 
goes through. Although 
Justine was in the gradu-
ating class of the 12 girls 
that participated in the 
documentary, she and 
her mother decided early 
on that she would not be 
one of those documented. 
Even so, Liese was glad 
for the opportunity to 
get a backstage pass into 
what life was like for her 
daughter through these 
12 girls.
 This documen-
tary was proven difficult 
to create from the start, 
Liese’s first obstacle 
being the school district 
she was focusing on. It 
took a while for Liese to 
convince them to let her 
videotape the series on 
school grounds, but after 
a few presentations, she 
finally got the ok. She 
first allowed incoming 
freshmen to apply to be 
on the show, and out of 
the 40 girls that sent in 
applications, 25 were 
interviewed on camera, 
12 being selected to be 
on the show. 
 For the next four 
years, Liese documented 

 Viva Piñata is a 
very special, unique type 
of game, and it’s a SIM 
(Simulation game) game by 
the way. Why is it so special 
and unique? Because it has 
such originality in its game 
play, evolving average SIM 
games such as Harvest 
Moon and Sims pets. In the 
game, you complete many 
interesting task, and must 
create an incredible garden 
for your piñata to survive, 
thrive, and romance (breed) 
in it.
 I feel Viva Piñata 
is an extremely entertaining, 
addicting, and imagina-
tive game. Although the 
idea of taking care of cute, 
colorful, and pretty piñatas 
does sound a bit queer and 
childish, the game play still 
is extremely good. If you 
just give this game 1 hour, 
you’ll realize what I mean 
by addicting game play. As 
soon as you start, you’ll 
never want to stop play-
ing. That’s one of the great 
things about this game. It 
instantly sucks you into its 
world, and you never want 
to leave. 
 You must care for 
your garden, and piñata, by 
growing plants and trees, 
building houses for your 
piñata to live and romance 
in, and attract smaller Piñata 
for the larger to eat. You’ll 
also have to heal sick piñata 
by calling a doctor, and 
prevent sour piñatas from 
entering your garden and 
causing problems, and talk-
ing about problems, you’ll 

also have to separate piñatas 
that like to fight with each 
other. If you are able to do 
these things correctly, you’ll 
grow more experience 
points and rise levels, un-
locking new items that will 
assist you in your garden, 
and unlocking more, larger 
piñatas.
After playing for a large 
amount of time, you’ll prob-
ably have to make certain 
decisions, such as witch pi-
ñata you would like to keep, 
which you would like to at-
tract, and what it is that you 
will include in your garden. 
You also will probably have 
to make a routine in order to 
not be overwhelmed from 
the large amount of respon-
sibilities. But fortunately 
the game play never gets 
repetitive, and you’ll always 
enjoy yourself, discovering 
new things all the time.
 Overall, viva 
piñata is unlike most games 
for its originality and game 
play, which will keep you 
entertained for weeks. 
You’ll always be trying 
to attain more incredible 
piñatas, and will wish to 
breed your favorites so that 
you can sell them for prof-
its. The colorful graphics 
and immense and creative 
world will also attract your 
attention. Every time you 
play this game, you’ll be 
immersed in your garden, 
and will try to improve it 
any way possible, and if 
you don’t like this game be-
cause it sounds too childish, 
you’re not even worth it. 

What To Do:
New Yorkers never like to wait on 
line so they never seem to do the 
classics however a full view of city 
is priceless, even for natives. Top 
of the Rock is a great alternative 
to classic manhattan sight see-
ing spots like the Empire State 
Building. There are rarely any 
lines and the 360 degree view is 
just as great. The price is $20 for 
adults and $13 for children (under 
12 years old). Rockefeller Center 
is in the middle of all the action. 
There’s the annual Christmas tree, 
NBC studios, ice skating rink, res-
taurants, great stores and more. 
It’s also a few 
blocks away from 
the ever popular 
Times Square. 
Top of the Rock is 
a great stop in a 
packed day of NYC 
sight seeing. Get 
there with the F-B-
D-Q subway lines.
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Movie Review: 
Dominoes

 Before I begin 
my review, I would like 
to say a few words about 
myself. My name is Idan 
Menin and I am an 11th 
grader here at BSGE. 
My interests are music 
and film, and for the past 
few years I have seen 
many films and continue 
to do so, with the hopes 
of learning from them 
and one day becoming 
part of the movie mak-
ing experience. For my 
first review I will discuss 
Domino, a film by 
Tony Scott, released in 
theatres in 2003, starring 
Keira Knightly. 
 Domino is the 
story of a real life bounty 
hunter named “Domino 
Harvey” whose life was 
a series of adrenaline 
filled moments and life-
style. What makes this 
story so special is that 
Domino Harvey was just 
the daughter of two rich 
actors living in Beverly 
Hills. But Beverly Hills 
life was not the life for 
Domino, she begins to 
rebel and make a name 
for herself till the point 
that she meets up and 
joins a Bounty hunting 
team. It is through this 
team that Domino finds 
the only man she’ll ever 
love, a terrible mix up 
with the mob and truly 
makes a name for herself 
as she shoots her way to 
the top.
 The film is done 
in a series of flashbacks 
as Domino sits in an 
interrogation room talk-

Never Tried Crack? Think 
Again. By Argina Girsang
 To many peoples 
horror, signs of drugs and 
urine have recently been 
found in tap and bottled wa-
ter. Water has been exposed 
to many types of drugs. Our 
water currently has a small 
amount of anti-depressants, 
anti-seizure medications, co-
caine, marijuana, and prob-
ably every type of drug you 
can think of. Drugs actually 
can’t be filtered completely 
out of water. As of now, ex-
perts say the leftover drugs 
aren’t hazardous to humans, 
but this may change over 
time.
            Over time, people 
might start to see the side 
effects of drinking unneces-
sary drugs. Fish have started 
experiencing the effects of 
drugged water. Some male 
fish have developed a low 
sperm count or damaged 
sperm. Some male fish 
have become “feminine” as 
in they produce egg yolk 
proteins that usually only 
female fish can produce. 
Foods such as corn and 

screen only takes out half 
of the solid things and 
bacteria, the water has to go 
through another treatment. 
In the secondary treatment, 
the water flows to tanks 
with bacteria that would 
eat up nutrients and organic 
materials. By this time, 90% 
of what was in the sew-
age water is cleared out. In 
the last and final stage, the 
bacteria are separated from 
the water and chlorine is 
added. The chlorine helps to 
kill other types of bacteria 
and the water can be used 
again. The process does not 
include anything with filter-
ing drugs.
Water treatment plants and 
the government haven’t 
decided on a plan on how to 
filter drugs out. The govern-
ment hasn’t done anything 
yet because the reactions 
haven’t been dramatic thus 
far. Until the government 
does something, drugs will 
continue to pollute our 
water.

potatoes have traces of an-
tibiotics in them. The drugs 
have gotten to our food. 
Eventually, drugs aren’t just 
going to be in pharmacies or 
your prescription bottles.
            Drug companies 
throw their drugs into water. 
When people want to get 
rid of illegal drugs they’ll 
flush them down the toilet. 
When you take medication, 
it doesn’t always dissolve 
in your body completely; 
it leaves your body into 
the water. The drugs along 
with the water go through 
pipes that lead into bigger 
pipes underground called the 
sewer mains. The water in 
the sewer mains continue to 
flow into bigger pipes that 
eventually lead to a waste 
water treatment plant. The 
first part of the cleaning 
process starts with primary 
treatment. The water goes 
through a primary screen in 
which all the solid things in 
the water are able to float 
because the water is made to 
stay still. Since the primary 

Who is Ms. Silva? The Inner Secrets
Revealed. by Kelly Vasilopoulos
Name: Sonia Silva
Subject: Living Envi-
ronment and Diploma 
Biology 
Grade(s): 8th and 12th 

1) How many years 
have you been teach-
ing at B.S.G.E.?
This is my third year 
teaching at B.S.G.E.

2) What schools have 
you taught at other 
then B.S.G.E.? What 
did you think of 
them?
I taught at Newton 
High School, which is 
in Elmhurst, Queens, 
for four years. I 
thought that it was 
a very large school. 
They had over 4,500 
students and a large 
E.S.L. population. I 
also taught at Elea-
nor Roosevelt High 
School, which is in 
Manhattan, for one 
year. I thought that it 
was a small school.

3) How would you 
compare the kids in 
B.S.G.E. to kids in 
other schools?
Kids at B.S.G.E. are 
generally more pre-
pared. They bring 
their materials to 
class. They are more 
conscious. Also, they 
are more socially in-
volved. This is, in my 
opinion, because of the 

my knowledge and 
help people grow.

9) Do you plan to be 
a teacher for the rest 
of your life?
Yes I do. I think that 
it helps me become 
a better person and it 
helps me grow as an 
individual.

10) What is your se-
cret to keeping your 
class interesting?
There is no secret. I 
just try the element of 
surprise. I try to bring 
hands-on experiments, 
internet activities, and 
readings. 

11) Did you play any 
sports when you were 
in school?
Yes I did. As I said be-
fore I was very active. 
I was on a volleyball 
team.

12) Do you play any 
sports now?
No, I don’t play any 
sports now. I stopped 
playing sports when I 
started teaching.

13) What is your fa-
vorite food/drink? 
My favorite food is 
stroganoff and my 
favorite drink is gua-
dana.

14) What’s your fa-
vorite perfume?
Flower KingCo.

international program
. 
4) What do you think 
of the kids in your 
classes? Do they 
misbehave or are 
they generally well-
behaved?
Well, kids are kids. 
They can be good and 
they can be bad.

5) What is the weird-
est h.w. excuse you 
have ever heard?
The weirdest home-
work excuse…hmm…
”My cat ate it”.

6) What schools did 
you go to? (Elemen-
tary School, Middle 
School, High School, 
College, etc.)
All the schools that I 
attended are in Brazil. 
I only attended my 
masters program in the 
U.S.A.

7) What were you 
considered as in 
school? (popular, 
nerdy, etc.)  
Well, I was very 
involved with sports 
teams. I played sports. 
I was very active; that 
was my reputation.

8) Why did you be-
come a teacher?
I became a teacher 
because I like to help 
people. I believe that I 
have nurturing abili-
ties. I want to pass on 

15) Tea or Coffee?
Coffee

16) Coke or Sprite?
Coke

17) What is your fa-
vorite kind of pie?
Apple Strudel pie

18) What is your 
favorite type of junk 
food?
Chocolate

19) Would you dye 
your hair completely 
pink?
No, I don’t think so. 
Maybe I would do 
it only for a carnival 
parade. 

20) Lick a homeless 
man’s foot or eat 300 
spiders?
Um…lick a homeless 
man’s foot.

21) What do you love 
about yourself?
I like the fact that I 
can forgive and forget 
easily.

22) If you were stuck 
on a deserted island 
and you could only 
bring 5 things with 
you what would you 
bring? 
I would bring my bi-
kinis, a hammock, my 
laptop, my blow dryer, 
and socks. 

To cold for ice cream? Never!! Even in the begining of April, in 30 
degree weather, students ran to Mr. Softee when he made his first “sum-
mer” season stop. Now BSGE is a regular stop for the awesome ice 
sream man. The warmer it gets the louder students “SCREAM FOR ICE 
CREAM”!

ing with an investigator. 
These flashbacks are 
strengthened by the style 
and cinematic display 
of events throughout the 
story. Tony Scott’s use 
of fast edgy cuts and 
almost spastic camera 
movement highlight the 
drugged up and wild 
lifestyle of the film’s 
characters. His play with 
colors and eccentric 
editing also conveys a 
uncontrolled, awe inspir-
ing, irrationality to Dom-
ino. The cinematography 
is amazing and Keira 
Knightly’s acting is just 
as good, she is supported 
by many talented actors 
whos characters are just 
as well developed as 
hers. The plot is strong 
and complimented by 
the fact that the film 
strongly focuses on 
Domino’s character and 
lifestyle. 
 Overall this film 
is a very good example 
of a successful explora-
tion into unconventional 
film techniques. I highly 
recommend this film to 
hardcore film fans or 
just anyone who enjoys 
a good movie. My only 
warnings are that this 
film was rated R and 
contains nudity, sex, 
drug use and violence 
and if you are not al-
lowed to watch movies 
with such content then 
please respect your par-
ents’ wishes for now and 
wait till you’re older. 


