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6,000 Teens Dead

Editorial: It Stuck 
by Argemira Florez

 “Rise and Fall 
of BSGE:”  Five words 
that have created a buzz 
among BSGE’ers; teach-
ers, students, secretaries, 
school aides- even the 
nurse has had a say on this 
article. But people agree 
and disagree all the time, 
it’s no big deal! Why then, 
has the previous Op-Ed by 
a fellow BACCrag writer 
Daniel Fridman provoked 
so much rage? Why have 
his sophisticated prose 
been the basis of so much 
controversy? He was 
only sharing his opinion. 

“Well,” an anonymous 
source explains, “Op-ed 
pieces are opinion articles, 
but with FACTUAL basis. 
I mean, where is he getting 
his facts?”
 This previous 
Op-Ed piece was one that 
attempted to describe 
BSGE in its purest forms, 
noticing trends and pat-
terns that make BSGE an 
idiosyncracy compared to 
other schools. However, 
after lauding the school’s 
great characteristics, fac-
ulty, students, and families 
were exposed to a myriad 
of ostensible truths which 

pleased by the number of 
children freely roaming 
the halls with their ipods 
on. Their opinions were 
backed up by those of 
the chancellor who later 
imposed certain rules on 
the schools; those which 
every school must follow.  
So while students criticize 
stricter enforcement, it 
is helpful to realize that 
maybe without headphones 
so comfortably sitting in 
our ears we would be more 
willing to lend an ear and 
hear why the changes are 
happening and not only 
pay attention to how and 

 If a teenager 
came to school with a 
gun and murdered 6,000 
innocent classmates the 
whole world would stop 
with pain. Tragedy would 
ripple through every heart, 
people would mourn, 
blame would be sought, 
the mental health system 
would be questioned, and 
the public would scream, 
“gun control!”   If 6,000 
teens were killed like that 
every year, life, school, the 
constitution and teenagers 
would have to change.
 Every year, 
though,  cars kill 5,000-
6,000 teens.  Let me 

rephrase that, every year, 
5,000-6,000 teens in cars 
accidentally kill them-
selves and their friends.  
The car is the gun and your 
gas pedal is the trigger. 
Cars are teenagers’ number 
one killer. Teens don’t 
have easy access to guns 
however it’s during these 
years that we are intro-
duced to our most deadly 
weapon. 
 The crash rate 
amongst teens aged 16-19 
is 4x higher than that of the 
rest of society. Yet out of 
all age groups, teens have 
the lowest rate of seatbelt 
use. That’s like not using 
the safety on a gun.
 Our ignorance 

towards our number one 
killer is perhaps the most 
appalling of all statis-
tics. Even though we are 
warned again and again, 
teens seem to ignore the 
little skull and crossbones 
sign that dances in their 
heads when they press the 
gas pedal through the floor. 
In fact, 17% of teens say 
speeding is fun. More than 
2/3rds of those speed-
ers are male and having 
just one male in the car 
(passenger or driver) will 
double your odds of crash-
ing. 
 Is speeding a ma-
cho thing? Little boys are 
taught to make model cars. 
They learn to drive remote 

controlled cars as fast as 
possible. All the NASCAR 
drivers happen to be male. 
Are society’s stereotypes 
creating little speed de-
mons as we speak? 
Speeding is to blame 
for more than half of all 
fatal car accidents involv-
ing teens. Speeding kills 
because the driver has less 
reaction time, increases 
the crash energy therefore 
increases the chances of 
a destructive crash and 
increases the time it will 
take to stop. Government 
tests show that when you 
run a car into a wall at 70 
miles per hour you have 
four times as much crash 
energy as you would have 

at 35 miles per hour.
 It also has to 
do with our inability to 
turn of phones! 56% of 
teens admit to making and 
answering phone calls 
while driving. If that’s not 
bad enough, 13% admit to 
sending and responding to 
text messages! As if it’s 
impossible to wait 5 more 
minutes before answering 
your text messages.
 A report on teen 
driving, by Allstate, found 
that social pressures have 
a huge effect on teens that 
drive. There is an “every-
body speeds” attitude that 
tells teens it’s okay to be 
reckless and hit the gas 
pedal harder. Peer pressure 
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in the end, turned out to 
have no factual basis. 
 “The Rise and 
the Fall of BSGE,” asserts 
many points as reasons for 
why the school is falling, 
focusing on three main 
points.  First, the school 
no longer allows students 
to be themselves and gives 
the example of not being 
allowed to listen to their 
music. Though this may 
have some truth to it, if 
any of the faculty is asked 
why this rule has been so 
strongly enforced in recent 
years, they will tell you 
that they are just follow-

ing the rules. While rules 
regarding portable music 
devices and their use had 
been generally enforced, it 
can be verified-by popular 
opinion and the principal 
herself, that the rules are 
now being drilled into our 
skulls; annoying teachers, 
lunch aides and security 
guards are taking their job 
extremely serious. Why all 
this fuss? A technician at 
our school recounts how 
sometime in the past three 
years a group of authorita-
tive men from the Board 
of Ed had come to check 
on the school and were not 



BSGE students, with face paint on, met Mayor Bloomberg. From the left, 
Niamh Nolan, Kats Tamanaha, Mayor Bloomberg, Sarah Diaz, Jolijt Tamanaha

5 Tips For Keeping Your Valuables Safe
1. Keep your valuables at your side at all times.  Never leave them in an 
open area where they can be seen easily.

2. Don’t tell anyone where you put your valuables, keep them in a secret 
compartment or stash them in your locker.

3. Don’t carry a large amount of money in your bag so nobody will be 
tempted to look inside of it and find your goods.

4. While going to gym or any outdoor activity that requires leaving your 
backpack alone, keep your bag in a enclosed area, or leave it under a pile 
of other book bags.  

5. If you are not a responsible person and you leave your things around a 
lot or are forgetful….don’t bring your valuables to school!

Letters to the Editor
Re: Rise and 
Fall
Dear Editor,
I think that Daniel’s edi-
torial on the rise and fall 
of BSGE is awesome.  I 
think it is great how he 
openly offers 
his opinion to 
us all.  Keep up 
the great work!
I totally 
agree with 
Argemira’s ar-
ticle about our 
school name.  I 
feel the exact 
same way 
as the article 
describes.  I 
think we all can 
relate to this 
article.
-Anonymous

I think your article on 
the rapid rise and fall of 
BSGE, was very inter-
esting.  Your idea was 
very smart and I think 

if you wrote more about 
what is happening in 
the school, many people 
would find the BAC-
CRag more interesting 
and they would read it 
more often.
- Anonymous 

Dear Editor,
Reading the article about 
the rise and fall of BSGE 
was really depressing.  I 
am currently in the 7th 
grade, and according to 
that article, I will never 
experience the full plea-

sures of BSGE.  I came 
here when my BFFL told 
me how amazing this 
school was.  She is in 
10th grade and told me 
this school was awe-
some.  When I came, the 
teachers seemed distant 
from the students, un-

like what I had 
heard.  The article 
was completely 
true.  We have no 
sense of freedom 
and it seems like 
any other school.  
I completely 
agree with this 
article and I think 
it should be taken 
very seriously.

-Anonymous
P.S. The whole 
‘three-tests-a-day’ 

thing is really getting 
old.

Re: The BACC 
Rag

Dear Editor,
I really like the news-
paper.  I feel as if there 
are a variety of stories.  
There are some issues 
that I do have with the 
stories.  I know that it’s 
really hard to do every-
thing by deadline but 
it was 11/28 when the 
newspaper got dis-
tributed and the cover 
story was Thanksgiv-
ing.  Also, there should 
be more school spirit!  
Most of the articles in 
there should be about 
our school.  Maybe 
interviews with students, 
poem submissions from 
any grade, photography, 
and opinions?

Also I came to this 
school thinking that it 
was going to be so much 
fun.  Ugh.  I really do 
agree with “Rise and 
Fall Of BSGE”.  There 
are some classes in 
which all the students 
are completely trauma-
tized.  And the multiple 
tests a day is a little 
ridiculous.  Maybe you 
guys should explain 
why we get all this work 
when this school had the 
reputation for being ex-
tremely fun.  It’s actually 
confusing.
-Anonymous

I would like to complain 
about the drawings of 
that bee on the front 
page.  I would also like 
to complain about the 
font you use for the titles 
of the articles.
-Anonymous

Do You Have An 
Opinion? Go to 
our website and 
tell us all about it!
We’ll publish 
your letter.

Editorial: It Stuck 
by Argemira Florez
Continued from pg 1 said that when choosing 

students the school does 
not choose only those with 
the highest grades. People 
with strengths in different 
categories are added to the 
list of those accepted.  This 
is to add greater variety to 
our school population. In 
the end, using admissions 
tests to support such an 
assertion is inadequate and 
unconvincing. 
 The third and 
final reason was the social 
aspect of the “fall.” This 
includes the idea that the 
present students disrupt 
the nature of properly 
composed students that 
once existed. Also, the idea 
that kids no longer enjoy 
staying after school in the 
“new” BSGE environ-
ment. In reference to the 
first idea, a comment was 

made by one of the faculty 
members that I thought 
was extremely sufficient 
in expressing the irony of 
this statement.  She said “A 
school had noise before, 
a school has noise now.” 
This is a statement that 
many will agree with. It 
is a high school and it is 
supposed to be loud- this 
cannot and should not be 
a determining factor as 
to why an entire school, 
should be going down or 
‘falling’ as the title implies. 
In regards to the more 
students rushing out of the 
school, it is imperative for 
us to note two things: for 
safety reasons it is incon-
venient to have so many 
students outside a school. 
The potential for fights, 
injuries and other serious 

fore?” However, it should 
be noticed that there was 
one logical explanation for 
this stated in the article: 
easier admission tests. The 
idea that incoming students 
are not as smart as those 
more senior must have to 
do with admissions tests…
right? Wrong. Speaking to 
Melissa Hinson about the 
process of admissions tests 
exposed the truth behind 
admission tests and what 
they mean to our school. 
She stated that admission 
tests’ level of difficulty is 
generally the same every 
year. She mentioned that 
“if changed at all, they 
have gotten harder not 
easier.” Furthermore, 
the admissions process 
for BSGE is just one of 
the aspects of accept-
ing students. Melissa has 

Got Skills?
We Want You!

The BACC Rag has staff positions open!
Can you draw?

Are you intrestead in graphic design?
Web design?

Improve your people skills, get community 
service hours and experience with a group that 

looks great on college applications. 

matters are greater in the 
presence of larger crowds. 
Second, many of the 
students who are rushing 
out of the schools are those 
who live far away. Also, 
the newcommers to BSGE, 
are young and it is logi-
cal that they would leave 
school as early as possible 
so as to stay safe in the 
light of day. Thus, it is to 
the benefit of the school 
that fewer children be 
hanging around the school. 
As a BaccRag commentor 
said “if the author of this 
article (‘The Rise and Fall 
of BSGE’) were in a court 
case, he would have lost 
his case.”
 The purpose 
of this article is not to 
chastise, criticize, nor 
rain on anyone’s parade, 
it is simply to abolish 
vagueness and unsup-
ported statements that 
leave our knowledgeable 
readers frustrated and 
misinformed. Here is what 
an avid BaccRag reader 
recently told me, “The 
caption is misleading…
there is little to support his 
testimony. It’s not really 
about the rise and fall.” As 
the school newspaper, it 
is our job to stand against 
making unsubstantiated 
claims and give our audi-
ence sophisticated, factual 
writing which is that the 
readers deserve.  

Tell us what you think, 
send us and email and 
we’ll publish your letter.

when they are happening. 
 Second, is that the 
incoming BSGE students 
are stupid. It is indirectly 
stated in the trenchant 
statement “The level of 
competence and flat out 
intelligence of the students 
has completely fallen 
through the floor…” The 
absurdity of this statement 
is in the fact that it is based 
on nothing but observation, 
a judgmental characteristic 
that renders the valid-
ity of this quote to a very 
low standard if the proper 
measures were taken to 
assemble a statistical basis. 
A member of the faculty, 
who wishes to remain 
anonymous, said “Why 
does he think the students 
are not as intelligent as be-



Holiday Fever
Christmas I Mean Holiday Tree 
by Kristen Spang

Santa Vs. Math
“O Holiday Tree, O Holi-
day Tree.”  What has the 
holiday season become?  
Rather than enjoying our-
selves, we have to worry 
about defending ourselves 
when we say “Christmas 
Tree” rather than “Holiday 
Tree.”  The idea these days 
of being what people call 
“politically correct” is one 
that promotes the thought 
that there is no way to 
celebrate your religion or 
beliefs without hurting 
someone else’s.  There are 
many opposing sides when 
it comes to believing that 
something as legendary 
and special to the world 
should be changed just to 
accommodate those who 
don’t believe in it.   The 
thoughts of people prac-
ticing their religion and 
promoting their beliefs are 
something that shouldn’t 
be shunned; this is, after 
all, America.  The land of 
the free; where freedom 
of speech is emphasized.  
Freedom of speech isn’t 
the matter to many.  For 
some reason, America now 
believes that if you are not 
of the Christian faith, you 
should be utterly offended 
if someone attempts to 
spread their joy of Christ-
mas upon you by saying 
the words “Merry Christ-
mas” rather than “Happy 
Holidays.” Ugh, the nerve.  
Some claim that the Christ-
mas tree should no longer 
be known as the Christ-
mas tree because there is 
not enough diversity in 
the name itself consider-
ing the different holidays 
that all appear at the same 

time as Christmas.  This 
is implying the idea that 
one religion should no 
longer promote itself, but 
the ones around it.  If this 
is the way things should 
be, the holidays would no 
longer be the same.  From 
now on, the world should 
participate in a “holiday 
candle lighting ceremony” 
rather than the original 

Jewish tradition of light-
ing the Menorah.  To be 
completely honest, there 
would be no diversity if 
every religion attempted to 
be politically correct when 
celebrating its holidays.  
There is very little attempt 
to be diverse by hold-
ing yourself back from 
pursuing your own ideas 
and beliefs.  In order for 
the world itself to become 
a more diverse place, we 

should be able to accept 
other religions, and be a 
little more open-minded 
when it comes to a person 
saying “Merry Christmas.” 
Christmas is also a holiday 
that is widely celebrated 
throughout the world 
by Christian and non-
Christians alike.  The 
saying “Merry Christmas” 
therefore, no longer has 

the same 
meaning as 
it used to.  
It no longer 
applies to 
the same 
concept 
of only 
believers of 
a Chris-
tian faith.  
These days, 
Christmas 
represents 
more of a 
time for a 
fun family 
gathering 
and an 
excuse 
to spread 
the gift of 
giving. The 
literal defi-
nition of the 

holiday no longer applies 
to “Christmas” to most 
people.  This goes along 
with the term “Christmas 
Tree,” which has very 
little to do with religious 
practices if at all; and has 
much more to do with the 
incredible Santa Claus.  
So, why does the term 
“Christmas Tree” have 
to be defended in order 
to be used?  People are 
constantly arguing over the 

“political correctness” of 
using this simple joy of the 
holiday season.  Yet, the 
idea of “political correct-
ness” often changes over 
time.  There were times 
when this type of ordeal 
was not all that important.  
Now that the world is get-
ting closer and closer to 
peace, rights are being jus-
tified and we are much less 
primitive, things that we 
make big deals about are 
ridiculous.  Some people 
object to the the pledge of 
allegiance because it has 
the phrase “under God.” 
It is understandable that 
some people don’t believe 
in a God, but that is not 
the purpose of the pledge 
of allegiance.  At this rate, 
what is the world going to 
worry about in the future?  
Our kids are going to be 
reading “The Grinch Who 
Stole the Holidays” in 
1st grade because we are 
unable to accept reality, 
and how things these days 
actually are.  We are con-
stantly looking for some-
thing to complain about, 
or something to debate 
about. People should just 
allow each other to live 
according to their beliefs 
and stop making such a big 
deal out of something that 
is seriously not that big 
a deal.  Let the holiday sea-
son be what it used to be, 
about family, happiness, 
and love. 

Delivering the Presents

 There are about 2 bil-
lion kids (under 15) in 
the world. Assuming 
Santa only visits Chris-
tian children he would 
have about 300 million 
kids (15% of the world).

There is an average of 
3 kids per household, 
if we assume at least 

one of the kids in each 
household has made the 
nice list Santa would 
have 100 million homes 
to visit.

If he starts delivering at 
5pm and stops at mid-
night (7 hours), because 
the Earth rotates and he 
works East to West he 
has 31 hours to do his 
work (24 hour difference 
between time zones).

To visit 100 million 
homes in 31 hours he 
would have to visit 896 
homes per second.

So he would have about 
1/1000 of a second 
to land the sleigh, get 
down the chimney, find 
the right gifts, gobble 
down the cookies, go 
back up the chimney and 
get back in the sleigh. 

 Riding in the Sleigh

Assuming all of the 
houses are evenly dis-
tributed and Santa works 
non-stop for 31 hours 
he would have to travel 
at 650 miles per sec-
ond. Those are two big 
assumptions, especially 
since Santa is a big old 
guy who would prob-
ably have to stop every 

now and then to 
breathe.

Normal reindeer 
can run 15 miles 
per hour. 650 miles 

per second would mean 
Santa would be going 
3,000 times the speed of 
sound.

On average a child’s toy 
weighs 2 pounds so the 
sleigh would have to 
carry 321,000 tons and 
Santa and his reindeer. 

Reindeers can only carry 
300 pounds but let’s say 
flying reindeer are spe-
cial and can carry 3,000 
pounds. You would need 
214,000 flying reindeer.
The sleigh would have 
to carry over 353,000 
tons (reindeer, Santa, 
toys).

353, 000 tons going at 
650 miles per second 
would create enormous 
friction and Santa would 
instantly burn up and 
die.

“300 million kids... 896 
homes per second.”

Santa Going Broke by Paulina Calistru

 Ahhh!, Nothing 
says “Happy Holidays” 
like a nicely lit Christ-
mas tree full of wrapped 
electronics and other 
presents!  And… nothing 
says “HOLIDAYS ARE 
OVER” like a stack of 
unpaid bills on the dinning 
room table.
 “It is really hard 
not to spend a more than 
usual on Christmas. Holi-
day shopping is a weak-
ness”, says a mall custom-
er who was braving frigid 
temperatures to catch up 
on her shopping. Carry-
ing a bundle of bags she 
admitted “saving money 
on Christmas is not easy.”
 According to the 
National Retail Federa-
tion (NRF), this season the 

average U.S customer 
will spend about $817 and 
most of them will pay for 
gifts with credit cards.  In 
fact, NBC News reported 
that the average American 
holds from 6 to 8 credit 
cards. The truth is that a 
credit card could be the 
consumer’s best friend.  
It is small and compact, 
secure to carry and easy 
to use. But the card also 
gives the shopper the 
opportunity to pay later 
rather than at the moment 
of purchase, and that can 
turn into a trap.  
 In 2003, the NRF 
reveled that in November, 
53% of families were still 
paying their bills from the 
previous holiday season. 
In 2005, U.S. customers 

spent about $438.6 billion 
during Christmas. Accord-
ing to a study conducted 
by the Consumer Federa-
tion of America Survey, 
the total credit card debt 
in the U.S. is nearly $600 
billion.  
 While paying 
with a credit card, one can 
easily get carried away 
because one is not aware 
of the amount of money 
being spent.  With cash, 
however, you are more 
aware of your spending 
and you don’t have to 
worry anymore about the 
purchases made.  
 Several factors 
lead people to overspend 
in the holiday season; The 
lack of planning is one of 
the many reasons.  People 

should budget their spend-
ing during the holidays 
by making a plan of how 
many people they are 
going to get gifts for and 
how much money they can 
afford to spend on each 
person.  
 “I buy ahead.  I 
start in November, and I 
budget to spend 10 dol-
lars per person.  I look 
for sales and sometimes I 
can get great gifts for as 
little as $6.  Since I buy in 
November, in December 
I have less to spend.  I 
try to be cautious around 
the holidays.  I avoid the 
mindset that ‘Christmas 
only comes once a year,’” 
says a Ms. Vargas who 
calls herself a cautious 
spender.  

Although this advice will 
most likely work and help 
people avoid debt, many 
shoppers find it exhaust-
ing and a waste of time 
to carry out these budget-
planning schemes.  The 
organization of spending 
simply takes too much en-
ergy and concentration out 
of the joy of holiday vaca-
tion.  “Every year I plan 
on having a list of what 
I’m going to get and how 
much I’m going to spend.  
But when Charismas rolls 
around I get too tired to do 
anything and then I reas-
sure myself next year I’ll 
do it!” exclaims a young 
consumer on the subject of 
budget planning.        
 According to 
experts, in order to avoid 

debt, consumers are better 
paying in cash than with 
a credit card. A customer 
with cash will know 
exactly how much they 
are spending and cannot 
spend more than what they 
have in their wallets. Such 
limitations are nonexistent 
when it comes to credit. 
The shopper could buy 
and buy and lose track of 
numbers and boundaries, 
ending up in deep debt. 
We could agree that avoid-
ing the holiday frenzy is a 
hard thing to do, but in the 
end it pays off.  You can 
enjoy the holidays and the 
aftermath of it too.     
-How much do you spend for the 
holidays? Do you buy presents 
for all of your firends? Email us 
to tell us!



Teacher of the Month: Ms. 
Matani  by Jolijt Tamanaha

 Ms. Matani 
teaches global history for 
the 9th grade. Student have 
described her as “amazing”, 
“inspiring” and of course, 
“super duper teacher.”

Why did you become a 
teacher?
Because I wanted to create 
change, I used to work at 
an after school center and 
I realized that the center 
probably wouldn’t have been 
needed if the schools had 
being their job’s well. And 
now I’m in the schools and 
I’m realizing that some after 
school programs are needed 
still.
 
What did you want to do 
when you were younger?
I wanted to be a vet. I 
wanted to take care of ani-
mals. Specifically birds. So 
then I worked at a vet’s office 
and I couldn’t handle the 
cutting and blood. And then 
I wanted to be a fire woman. 
This is all very odd.
 
What is one thing you want 
to experience before you 
die?
I want to go to the rainforest 
in Costa Rica, or anywhere 
in Latin America.
 
Have you ever been to 
Latin America?
I’ve never been. So I want to 
see the wildlife and I want to 
see the plants.
 
Before we kill it all.
Exactly, before it’s gone.
 
Do you plan on being a 
teacher for the rest of your 
career?
As far as I know, yes but part 
of me always thinks that I’ll 
go where I’m led, whatever 
that may mean. So we’ll see.
 
What’s your favorite food
in the whole wide-world?
Peanut butter and chocolate 
chip toast. My favorite kind 
of food is Mexican food.
 
You really like Latin 
America.
Well I grew up around a lot 
of Latin American culture 
so I don’t know if that has 
anything to do with it. I think 
it’s because I’m Indian and 
I’ve had a lot of Indian food 
and I like it. Mexican food 
is similar but I haven’t had 
enough of it.
 
Think about back when 
you were in high school, if 
you had to put yourself in 
a stereotypical high school 
category what would it be? 
Like jock, cheerleader.
Not jock. [laughter] I was 
part of the group, now you 
have to remember that I 
grew up in Ohio. I was part 
of the group that listened to 
underground music. Now 
that was anything from Min-
istry to Public Enemy. Public 
Enemy wasn’t known in Ohio 
and Ministry wasn’t known. 
I was part of that group that 
listened to music that wasn’t 
popular.
 
So you guys were the 

freaky outcasts.
I guess you can say that. For 
Ohio freaky outcast means 
anything that’s slightly dif-
ferent.
 
What do you want your 
obituary to read?
[really long pause] I’d like it 
to… name the people in my 
family of course and I guess 
include something about… 
man it’s really hard for me 
to talk about myself in that 
way. So I’m assuming that 
my obituary will say some-
thing about a contribution 
to young people. That’s what 
I’d like it to say.
 
What do you love about 
yourself?
I like that I can mix with a 
lot of people and quickly 
change my mood if I need to 
do that.
 
What makes you hard to 
work with?
If I have an agenda I’d like 
it completed and sometimes 
it’s hard for me to stray from 
that agenda. I like creativity 
within the agenda. And that I 
need silence.
 
So you don’t listen to mu-
sic while you work?
No not any more. I used to 
all the time. When I was 
your age, when I was a 
student, it was the only way I 
could work and now I can’t. 
I don’t know what happened.
 
Who inspires you the 
most?
My old boss, Sayu Bhojwani, 
she was my professor when 
I was 19 and she started 
a youth center in Queens, 
Elmhurst. She really worked 
with what I had to offer at 
that time and it was through 
her that I realized what her 
talents were. She went on 
to be the first commissioner 
of immigration in New York 
City. She’s done a lot. She’s 
very inspiring.
 
If you had to be stuck on 
a deserted island with one 
BSGE teacher who would 
it be?
Greg Hofer. Mr. Hofer, who 
else? Because if I were 
deserted on an island I 
wouldn’t really be able to see 
the outside world and I feel 
like Greg has seen so much 
of it that I could sit with him 
for days on end and experi-
ence it through him.
 
When is war okay?
It’s never okay. I’m not one 
for war.
 
What’s the first thing you 
think of when I say thumb-
tack?
Map.
 
Whenever anybody asks 
me a question like that I 
always say “chicken”.
 
What is one rule you live 
by?
To do things with a sense of 
understanding and words.
 
How could you become a 
better teacher?

By getting 8 hours of sleep 
at night. It’s the grading that 
keeps me up and then I feel 
like I’m cranky the next day.
 
How do students do well in 
your class?
The real answer?
Yea.
To read directions, do home-
work by following directions.
 
Eat gum off the subway 
stairs or lick the inside of a 
toilet bowl?
Oh my gosh, that’s so awful. 
Was the toilet bowl cleaned 
recently?
I don’t know, it was 
cleaned last night; it’s a 
public toilet bowl, in the 
Barnes and Nobles.
Ew. And where is the gum?
It’s on the subway stairs; 
somebody spit it out on 
their way down.
 Neither, but if I had to I 
would eat the gum.
But people step on the 
gum! 
So you have me convinced 
I would lick the toilet bowl. 
With no one looking.
Because that would make 
it awkward.
Right.
 
Describe the most essen-
tial part of you morning 
routine.
Brushing my teeth, that’s 
what Gandhi’s book taught 
me.
 
What do you hate about 
teaching?
When a student farts in the 
classroom and all the doors 
and windows are closed. I 
would prefer that students 
just went into the hall for a 
second.
 
What do you love about 
BSGE?
I like that I can teach the 
skills that are necessary for 
the kids to learn well and at 
the same time talk about top-
ics that are controversial.
 
What is your favorite EQ 
of all time?
I like, “If people are created 
equal why is there so much 
disparity in the world?” 
because it creates the most 
conversation and student 
answers change the most.
 
If you had to eat one thing 
for breakfast, lunch and 
dinner for a whole year 
what would it be?
Amy’s Enchilada Frozen 
Dinners, there’s black beans, 
corn and an enchilada. So if 
I get bored with eating one 
thing I can eat another part.
 
One thing you can’t live 
with out…
The Tibetan Book of Living 
and Dying.
 
What is your favorite 
smell?
Fresh lilacs off of the tree 
itself. I grew up with lilac 
trees in my backyard.

Where have all of the 
great Holiday films gone?  
Home Alone 2(1990), 
The Muppet Christmas 
Carol(1992), The Santa 
Clause(1994), and a 
personal favorite of many, 
Bad Santa(2003). Though 
these are just a few films, 
they all have that quality 
holiday film taste, some-
thing that can be watched 
with the whole family, 
laughing and cherishing 
times. However, this holi-
day season, the Christmas 
movies come in short 
distribution and a lack of 
talent on the screen. “This 
Christmas” provides ab-
solutely nothing to watch 
for, with an overused plot 
and a lack of acting on the 
screen. 
The story begins with 
a family of nine getting 
together for Christmas 
and develops into a story 
of drama from all ends of 
the family, with a variety 
of romances, fights and  
illegal attributes. How-
ever, this raunchy PG-13 
flick, directed by Preston 
A. Whitmore II, holds a 
bit too much Christmas 
cheer, with singer Chris 
Brown using majority of 
his screen time to sing and 
dance, rather than actually 
perform as an actor and 
develop the plot in any 
way. 
Although it will not leave 
you bored in your seat, it 
will have you wondering 
why there are so many 
characters and so much 
information stuffed into 
this 117 minute story of a 
family’s personal struggles 
and their collaboration for 
a successful Christmas 
day. 
Of course it doesn’t even 
come to close to other 
Christmas classics, how-
ever, if you’re in desper-
ate search of a Christmas 
movie next year and 
you’ve watched the 100 
Christmas classics to the 
point where you can watch 
them no more, consider 
picking this one up at your 
local Blockbuster where 
the clearance section 
may be. This group of 
untalented actors. Com-
bined with a dreadfully 
over-packed script come 
together to give you “This 
Christmas”, something 
you definitely will not 
want to be watching This 
Christmas. 
After all, if you really 
want to see Chris Brown 
sing and dance, and I 
assume that would be the 
only reason anyone would 
even consider attending 
this, just go to MTV and 
watch “Kiss Kiss” over 
and over again, it would 
surely be more productive 
than spending $10 on this 
holiday movie blunder. 

Review: Criminal 
Minds by Bianca Rivera

Review:
“Life is a hell of a thing 
to happen to a person,” 
quotes David Rossi, who 
plays Joe Mantegna, a 
top agent on the hit-show 
Criminal Minds. Guy 
Norman and many other 
directors awe viewers at 
home with the amazing 
script, characters, set, and 
makeup artists. Every-
thing is well thought out. 
Week after week, the plot 
is thrilling. From serial 
killers whose specialty is 
cannibalism to hallucinat-
ing comic book writers to 
child molesters, the range 
of episode ideas is genius. 
The unimaginable happens 
each Wednesday evening 
at 9pm on CBS, channel 2. 

Joe Mantegna, Thomas 
Gibson, Paget Brewster, 
Shemar Moore, Matthew 
Gray Gubler, AJ Cook and 
Kirsten Vangsness all play 
FBI Behavioral Analysis 
Unit (BAU) profilers on 
Criminal Minds. The cast 
is to die for. Each character 

with their own expertise, 
ideas, and love for one an-
other makes the audience 
adore their dedication, hard 
work, courageousness, and 
drive to do a job that no 
one really wants to do.

Each episode the team 
brainstorms to put the 
pieces of cases together. 
In order to stop psychotic 
killers and pinpoint preda-
tors’ motives, each mem-
ber of the team specializes 
in a different physiological 
area. Although the plot 
may sound similar to CSI, 
Forensic Files and other 
crime drama shows, this 
one, in particular brings it 
to a whole new level. In 
those shows, the crime is 
the focus point. In Crimi-
nal Minds, you get to see 
inside the criminal’s mind. 
The audience is aware of 
the criminals inner most 
thoughts and their back-
ground which allows them 
to follow along and try 
and solve the case on their 
own. The team of profilers 
draws conclusions, makes 
maps, runs labs, does extra 
research, scans criminal 
history,  looks at all of the 
possibilities and then later 
convinces and convicts 
the psychos of their sick 

crimes. Many times the 
profilers are personally 
targeted or have a connec-
tion to the criminal and the 
team is motivated to work 
harder. It is rare to see the 
BAU profilers not come 
out on top. 

The two year old show 
leaves viewers sitting on 
the edge of their seats, 
begging for more when 
the 60 minute Wednesday 
night episode is over. The 
bond between viewer and 
cast grows with each week. 
Emotions run ragged when 
the profilers’ lives are put 
on the line. 

Throughout the course 
of the season, lessons are 
learned. The show makes 
viewers understand that 
there are sick people in 
the world. Criminal Minds 
does not hide the truth 
about reality. Everything 
is told as it is and it makes 
people wonder what kind 
of world we live in today. 
The show makes TV 

viewers thankful that there 
are people, like these FBI 
agents, who want to do 
the right thing to defend 
the innocent people who 
become victims.

Recommendations:
This is my favorite show. 
It’s pretty impossible not 
to immediately love this 
show. The cast is to die for 
and I feel what they feel 
when I am watching the 
show. Morals are taught, 
strong points of views 
are showed and Criminal 
Minds allows the world to 
be looked at in a different 
perspective. Everything 
about this show is amazing 
– the acting, the script, the 
cases – it leaves my friends 
and me talking about it for 
days. Garcia and Morgan 
are my personal favorites!

Criminal Minds
Wednesday nights
CBS Channel 2 
9pm – 10 pm 

 

This 
Christmas
By Daniel Fridman



Grandma 
Jenkins
Dear Grandma Jenkins,
 
I have this one friend who 
I think likes me. I mean he 
follows me everywhere i go 
and it kind of creeps me out. 
I like him as a friend but I 
dont like him more then that. 
What can say to him for him 
to know that i dont like him...

but i dont want to hurt his 
feelings
 
love,
Anonymous
 
Dear Anonymous,
 
I guess we’ve all been 
through situations like 
these. Just try to get him 
to like another girl. Make 
sure he knows you dont like 
himby giving him hints. Dont 
change your attitude towards 
him ‘cause he’ll definently 
know. You should throw 
hints you like someone else. 
Let him down easy without 
realizing that you’re doing it. 
Guys are blind enough to not 
realize it. <3 : )
 
Dear Grandma Jenkins,
 
I have a problem..i feel that 
girls dont look at me as a 
boyfriend type. I feel like 
even if they flirt with me they 
dont want to go out with me. 
Do you think that i should 
start liking i guys...im not 
sure about it
 
love,
YO MAMA
 
Here is a letter i received 
from one of my readers. It 

“I Will Not Save Darfur” 
by Argemira Florez

How preposterous of 
me to say so. Indeed, 
this is the message we 
announce, tattooed 
on our foreheads with 
the invisible ink of 
forgetfulness, as we 
live on, ignoring the 
world outside our own. 
The world in which 

kids our age, moth-
ers, grandmothers, and 
fathers like ours, are 
being brutally killed 
everyday. 
            Wait, I’m con-
fused, what is going 
on in Darfur? Darfur 
is a region located in 
Sudan, Africa’s largest 
nation in size.  Sudan is 
large but is still a poor 
country. It suffers from 
a process called deser-
tification.  People lack 
water and proper land 
to grow food on, caus-
ing malnutrition for the 
present population, a 
problem that has, in its 
most extreme cases, led 
to cannibalism. Conse-
quently, the economy 
is not thriving and the 
government has evaded 
the real problems. In 
addition to a weakened 
country as a whole, the 
Darfur crisis, located 

in Darfur in West-
ern Sudan, is a great 
example of the further 
problems this country 
has: division even be-
tween its own people. 
These divisions are 
due to tribes that seek 
power over the country. 
In simple terms, the 

Darfur conflict can be 
explained as such: For 
many years, there have 
been rebels against the 
Sudanese government 
attempting to take over 
and make Sudan a de-
mocracy. Violence and 
death are side effects 
of their processions. 
Because of their threat 
to the current govern-
ment, the Sudanese 
government has united 
with the militia which 
has extended itself 
into the Janjaweed, a 
horrendous and violent 
group with unlimited 
access to weapons. 
The Janjaweed’s main 
purpose is to repress 
the rebels who threaten 
the stability of the gov-
ernment, nevertheless, 
they do this by fight-
ing fire with fire; using 
the weapons made to 
protect the Sudanese, 

to destroy them and 
their country. As can 
be assumed, the Janja-
weed are more power-
ful and thus, more of a 
threat to the Sudanese 
people. For in attempts 
to emphasize their 
power, they beleaguer 
the whole population, 

killing anybody who 
gets in their way. While 
the Janjaweed wish 
to impede any action 
from the rebel groups 
they are instead effac-
ing every bit of what it 
takes to be a success-
ful government. The 
present government 
does not realize that 
fighting fire with fire 
will leave them with 
no citizens to rule over; 
15000 people die every 
month. People= babies, 
teenagers, mommies, 
daddies, grandpa’s, 
grandma’s…
            This is sad, but 
what can we do when 
most of us cannot even 
drive yet? Even by 
knowing the little that 
this article leaves you 
with, informing others 
will spread awareness. 
Though we are young, 
our voice is heard loud-

er than ever in this age 
brimming with com-
munication devices that 
allow us to transmit 
messages in less than 1 
second. We should post 
blogs on myspace, visit 
save darfur websites 
(given at the bottom 
of this article), unite 

with friends and make 
posters, etc. As we 
inform our peers, older 
people are bound to get 
involved. We must be 
passionate to perse-
vere. We must want to 
help these people. We 
must not let them die.
            Yes, BSGE has 
acquired the duty of 
informing its students 
and faculty of this 
disaster unfolding right 
before our eyes. In 
truth, this is one of the 
reasons I was even able 
to write about it, yet 
we cannot be reminded 
enough of our com-
placency and greed in 
forgetting the suffering 
and refusing to help 
our fellow humans. 
-tell us what you think 
we can do at:
www.thebaccrag.com

“Are Those Real?”
By Jessie Heller

“Are those real?”
 This is becoming 
a more common question 
when viewing celebrities’ 
or an average person’s 
body. It used to be rare 
to ask if a person’s 
breasts were fake, now 
it is almost a shocker 
when a celebrity’s chest 
is not. “Plastic Surgery 
is a medical specialty 
that uses a number of 
surgical and nonsurgical 
techniques to change the 
appearance and function 
of a person’s body,” says 
Wikipedia. But people 
have only recently de-
veloped this craving to 
change their appearance 
by such drastic measures.
 With the option 
of plastic surgery always 
floating in the air, young 
girls tend to pick at their 
flaws more deeply. They 

start becoming jealous 
of other girls who might 
have some of the charac-
teristics they desire and 
start to bully them, mak-
ing those girls become 
more aware of their flaws 
and feel unhappy too. 
It can quickly turn into 
a very unhealthy cycle. 
Suddenly, plastic surgery 
can seem like the perfect 
solution.
 People get those 
procedures often think-
ing that it is what it takes 
to make them happy. 
That this flaw has been 
holding them back all 
this time and if it was 
fixed they would be able 
to be an all around better 
person. However, much 
like an addiction to drugs 
or alcohol, it will only 
cover up the reason for 
your unhappiness, it may 

breathing, and depres-
sion.
There are additional 
problems if you get it 
done as a teenager. Your 
body is not done grow-
ing and it may prevent 
development, you also 
may not be pleased with 
the results of the plastic 
surgery once your body 
is finished. As a teen-
ager you are dealing with 
more emotions and it 
may not be wise to act on 
them with a life chang-
ing decision like plastic 
surgery. 
Try to have confidence in 
your thoughts, your per-
sonality, your decisions, 
and your appearance. 
Happiness usually goes 
along with confidence 
and when you are happy 
you have a positive self 
image. Instead of focus-

not fix it.
 It is not only 
women who are drawn 
to the appeal of Plas-
tic Surgery, American 
Society for Aesthetic 
Plastic Surgery (ASAPS) 
reported 1.1 million men 
getting cosmetic surgery 
in 2003, a 31 percent 
increase from 2002, 
and 7.2 million women 
getting these surgeries, a 
16 percent increase from 
2002. 
Although Plastic Surgery 
is often treated as lightly 
as dying your hair, it 
is much more serious. 
Some of the dangers are: 
having a deadly reaction 
to the gas they use to put 
you to sleep (Anesthe-
sia), permanent scars, 
infection, disfigurement, 
paralysis, blood clots that 
will prevent you from 

ing on your “flaws” you 
would like to change, 
think about what makes 
you beautiful. After 
all, if Cindy Crawford, 
the super model who 
gained fame because 
of her mole, had gotten 
it removed who knows 
where she would be. It 
is our flaws that make us 
who we are. When you 
remove them or change 
them you are removing 
a part of yourself. Think 
deeply about the conse-
quences and if you really 
think you would be better 
off afterwards. Except 
for some extreme look-
ing cases, the surgery is 
probably not worth it. 
Get plastic surgery for 
physical pain not just 
physical appearance, 
because you are beautiful 
the way you are.

start to feel dissatisfied 
with their bodies, their 
noses, and their skin, 
when they compare 
themselves to people 
who have often under-
gone surgery to look that 
way. We not only see 
people who have got-
ten surgeries such as: 
breast augmentation, 
liposuction, face lifts, 
and nose jobs, but we 
also see advertisements 
and television shows 
based on it too. Shows 
like The Swan, Extreme 
Makeover, Dr.90210, 
and Nip/Tuck illustrate 
the wonderful outcome 
plastic surgery has on 
people’s lives, while 
failing to show us all the 
negative affects that can 
come from it. With all 
of the focus on physi-
cal appearance girls can 

isn’t an advice letter it’s more 
like editor letter to “grandma 
letter”?????? Do i make 
sense???????????? 
 
Dear Grandma, 
 
Why is it that when you do 
the grandma column you 
only show like 2 or 3 letters 

that were sent out to you?? 
many people might want to 
get a response back from you 
they should make a bigger 
column for grandma jenkins
 
love,
Anonymous
 
Dear Anonymous,
 
I strongly agree with what 
your saying, but i also have 
to justify why we might 
add only a couple of letters. 
Some letters are personal 
that i think its best if they 
dont show up in the paper. 
Ofcourse i do respond back, 
i never leave a person in 
need waiting. I love my 
peers my adviceeeesss(its 
that a word???). Thank you 
for your opinion. If anyone 
else has opinion or problems 
please be free to let me know.  
 
XOXO
 
gossipgirl
 
i meannnnn.......
 
grandmajenkins (naw it’s too 
long lol ; ] )

Write to Grandma J at
grandmajenkins@thebaccrag.com

“The present goverment does not realize that 
fighting fire with fire will leave them with no 
citizens to rule over”



Fashion Watch Out Jocks You’re 
Next By Meghan McCullough

 The attacks on 
athletes over the past 
few years, and even 
months, have escalated 
to the point of the kill-
ing of Sean Taylor, who 
played the free-safety 
for the Washington 
Redskins of the NFL.  
Athletes’ paranoia 
concerning robberies 
and assaults on they 
and their families has 
now hit an all time 
high.  They constantly 
feel like prime sources 
for attack, because 
their schedules are so 
well known, and it is 
obvious that they own 
large sums of money.  
Recently, NBA player 
Eddy Curry and his 
family were held at 
gunpoint while their 
house was raided 
for money and jew-
elry. Previously, Miami 
Head forward Antoine 
Walker experienced a 
similar robbery, sup-
posedly linked to Eddy 
Curry’s.  
 What’s more is 
that unlike Lindsay Lo-
han and Britney Spears, 
these athletes aren’t out 
there partying to no end 
and doing drugs, just 
asking for things like 
this to happen to them. 
More often than not, 
they are simply at home 

with their family when 
they are targeted.  
 Says Carolina 
Panthers LB Jon Bea-
son, “I think everybody 
in this locker room can 
think of an NFL player 
that they know person-
ally that’s been robbed 
or someone has broken 
into their home. It’s 
unfortunate. Because 
you are a target, and the 
laws almost make it so 
you can’t protect your-
self. It’s almost like 
there’s more protection 
for the crook than the 
actual victim.”
 Sean Taylor 
was shot in his house 
around 2 a.m. on 
Monday morning, the 
bullet hitting an artery 
in his leg, and caus-
ing extreme bleeding. 
When he realized there 
were intruders in the 
house, he jumped out 
of bed and grabbed a 
machete he kept close 
by for self-defense.  A 
lot of good that did.  He 
didn’t have the oppor-
tunity to use it before 
he was shot.  His wife 
and 18 month kid hid 
under the covers as 
they helplessly listened 
to the intruders sifting 
through the things in 
their house.  
Says Washington 

Redskins LB London 
Fletcher, “He was at his 
house, you know? You 
can’t live in a box. Here 
he was, at his home, 
and it’s 2 o’clock in the 
morning or whatever it 
was. He wasn’t out in a 
club. He wasn’t out do-
ing something. He was 
at home.” 
Taylor died the follow-
ing day, and his funeral 
has been scheduled for 
11 a.m. on Monday at 
the Florida National 
University in Miami. 
In Taylor’s honor, there 
will be a moment of 
silence held prior to ev-
ery football game held 
this weekend, and all 
players will wear a de-
cal bearing his number 
on their helmets.  Play-
ers of the Redskins will 
wear the decals as well 
as jersey patches.  
 Meanwhile, 
athletes all around 
America will be watch-
ing their backs, and 
boosting security.  They 
have all had an extreme 
wake up call with their 
fellow player’s death, 
and realize that they 
and their families aren’t 
as safe as they would 
like to think.  Athletes 
are loaded, the world 
knows it, and they want 
in on it.

Got Rice? 
by Kristen Spang
Do you know what the mean-
ing of the word commode is? 
It’s actually a synonym for 
the toilet. Freerice.com is a 
website that really helps you 
brush up on your vocabulary, 
and helps the world one word 
at a time.  The concept of the 
website is not only to help 
Americans find ways to use 
new words in the English 
language, but also feeds the 
hungry at the same time.  The 
people that go to the website 
are given a word, with four 
possible synonyms.  Every 
time a person chooses a cor-
rect word, 20 grains of rice 
is donated to those of who 
are starving in the world.  20 
grains of rice may seem like 
almost nothing, but it really 
helps. 
Free Rice vocabulary program 
adjusts to your level of 
vocabulary, and the words get 
harder and harder as you get 
more and more words cor-
rectly.  There are 50 levels of 
vocabulary in total.  For every 
3 words that you get correct, 
you move up a level.  And 
every one word you get wrong, 
you move down a level.  Ac-
cording to the Free Rice F. A. 
Q. (frequently asked ques-
tions), it is very rare for a per-
son to achieve a level higher 

than 48.  They claim that 
participating in this, not only 
are you helping the hungry, 
but also immensely improving 
your intelligence.  For us as 
children, this website will help 
our grades and SAT scores 
in a very positive way.  Our 
comprehension will be much 
better and our reading paces 
will be much faster because by 
improving our vocabulary, we 
don’t only know more words 
but we also have an easier time 
breaking down words we don’t 
know because we can relate 
and compare them to other 
words. 
Free Rice is able to supply 
the poor people around the 
world with rice because of 
the advertisements that they 
have at the bottom of the 
page.  The advertisers come 
together to donate 20 grains of 
rice for each vocabulary word 
correctly associated with its 
synonym.  The tons of rice that 
are donated proves how much 
the website is viewed, and pro-
motes more and more compa-
nies to help support the cause 
by advertising on the website.  
We just have to do our part, go 
to the website and challenge 
our minds.  Before November 
28th, only 10 grains of rice 
were donated per correct word.  

Thanks to the efforts of the 
world, the website was able 
to change it to 20 grains, and 
hope to soon again make the 
grains of rice greater. 
On December 5th, 2007 Ms. 
Lambrini’s advisory managed 
to get 400 grains of rice donat-
ed towards the hungry, which 
is practically a bowl.  The 
contributions may seem small, 
but are much more than you 
think. On that day, the world 
actually had 299,292,160 
grains of rice donated.  From 
December 1st until December 
7th, 7,178,114,130 grains of 
rice were given to the hungry.  
Although these numbers only 
represent grains of rice, the 
impact is immense.  Every 
grain counts, especially in 
the fight against hunger these 
days.  Free Rice.com says that 
around 25,000 people pass 
away from hunger each and 
every day around the world, 
most of whom are children.  
Improving your vocabulary 
means helping those starving 
kids in the 75 countries that 
Free Rice contributes to.  To 
learn more about the ways we 
could help out, and how we 
contribute to the fight against 
world hunger, Free Rice 
suggests that you check out 
poverty.com.

Correction:
Last issue’s fashion 
page was actually 
design by Kimberly 
Banjoko. We apolo-
gize for any inconvi-
ences created by the 
mistake.

Fashion Page by kimberly Banjoko

Stars and Studs: 
Trends of 2007

Worst
Anna Nicole Smith Over 
Dose
She brought joy to our 
lives with her “Trim-spa 
Baby!” commercials and 
drunken award show 
presentations. Guess she 
wanted to follow her 
idol’s foot steps with 
her final act .R.I.P Vicky 
Lynn Marshall. Poor 
Danielynn…
Vanessa Hudgens Nudey 
Pics
With two hit movies, 
and one coming, a new 
album,
 and hot hunk Zac Efron 
as a boy toy, she seemed 
to have it all. But with 
her nude photos from 
two-years ago surfacing 
online in September, she 
was embarrassed and 
mortified. At least she has 
now  learned her lesson.

Britney Spears
This has definitely been 
her worst year ever! 
Court-orders banning 
her from doing virtu-
ally anything with her 
children, a divorce( well 
maybe that was actually 
good), and horrendous 
VMA show performance 
were all on Brit-Brit’s 
agenda. Guess she’s 
just an example of good 
gone wrong due to bad 
PR. Like Michael Jack-
son. Or not.

Best
Gossip Girls Novel 
Turned Hit Show
This falls debut of a 
new CW11 show Gos-
sip girls has definitely 
gotten good reviews. A 
show about the lifestyle 
of beautiful teenage 
socialites of Manhattan’s 
Upper East Side, it has 
definitely gotten people 
even more hooked than 
the original novels! 
Tune in Wednesdays at 9 
pm on CW11.

Just Played 
Out Fashion 
Trends

Baby Adoptions
Finally, the stars have 
been giving
 back to the community! 
Well, to the cute ones. 
Stars from Angelina
Jolie, Madonna, Marie 
Louise Parker, Guy 
Ritchie, Gwyneth 
Platrow and many more 
celebs are, adopting cute 
third world kiddies 
and turning them into 
their own. 

Wide-legged Pants 
We don’t know how this 
trend made it from 
flower-power era to the 
21st century, but this 
not-so-groovy trend cannot 
carry on into the  NewYear. 
It is unflattering and a fire-
hazard, and did we men-
tion unflattering? Ladies, 
just leave it to Austin.

UGGS
Yuck! Not only are these 
Shearling boots unrea-
sonably priced, they are 
extremely plain (Sandcol-
ored??) and they have out 
of style since 2005! C’mon 
girls, please, donate them 
to GoodWill, already. It’s 
not like they have actually 
ever been in style.

Muffin Tops 
It’s yucky. And guys think 
so too. Ways to cut down 
the muffin: Get the jeans in 
just one more size than you 
prefer. Your Boofey will 
thank you!

Fake Bakes
It just used to be Caucasian 
women, but now this trend 
is branching out to even 
naturally darker skinned 
women. Unless you want 
to look like a high-end 
fashion designer (think 
Valentino or Versace), just 
be happy with the skin 
you’re in.

Woman of the Year: 
Connie You
Perched in 304, the classroom she shares with Math teacher Adam Noor, many know 
of the esteemed Harvard graduate Ms. You. With a sense of humor and kick-ass fashion 
sense, it is pretty hard to not know about Ms. You. Her class is an IB English HL, teach-
ing BSGE Juniors, and let’s face it ... IB anything is hard. But, her witty humor makes 
learning this stuff fun, and that is essentially why so many students look up to her. She 
has a range of accomplishments, from delivering college-level curriculum to turning the 
students’ brains from mush into, well, brains. The fact that she graduated from Harvard 
University not too long ago also makes her a character of interest; many students want 
to accomplish this, for majority of her students desire to attend Harvard, or any of the 
seven other original Ivy League universities. Another quality that makes her an inspir-
ing teacher? Her approach in world literature. Fundamental truths and morals in certain 
stories could not have been accounted for without taking her approach. She teaches you 
to look deep. Which make you deep. And the coolest thing about her? She actually cares 
about her students and wishes for the general good of the class!
-Kimberley Banjoko

Stay warm 
this winter 
and bundle up 
fashionably!!



Games, Poems, 
and More!

Snow
snow makes everyone 
stop,
and breathe
think about 
love that’s lost
and something found

every day we should 
have a snow bout,
then perhaps with 
snow on the ground
peace would exist
because safety is 
found

white sprinkles fall 
from the sky 
and land on your fin-
ger tip and the corner,
of your eye,

childeren run to the 
window in the middle 
of class
and press thier noses 
on the foggy glass,

you think wonderful 
things,
and then hope that it’s 
still there when the 
bell rings. 

Cheap Gift 
from gifts.com
1. Gourmet coffees with a 
personal coffee cup
 2. Pound of pistachios
 3. Child’s artwork, framed
 4. Journal with special 
inscription inside
 5. Teacup with box of 
herbal tea
 6. Deck of cards and book 
of card game rules
 7. Homemade cocoa mix 
in a pretty jar
 8. Collage of special 
photos
 9. Gel pens and pretty 
stationary
10. Bottle of sparkling 
cider
11. Home baked bread, 
include recipe
12. Disposable camera or 
rolls of film
13. Basket filled with deli 
cheese and fruit
14. Craft supplies
15. Holiday serving bowl 
or platter
16. Pretty basket filled with 
special jams or mustards
17. Decorative napkins and 
napkin rings
18. Fancy chocolate bars 
tied with a ribbon
19. Gardening gloves with 
a plant or flower seeds
20. Photo album, hand 
decorated is even better
21. Makeup tote
22. Prepaid photo develop-
ing envelopes
23. Homemade cookie 
mix with instructions for 
baking
24. Variety of bread mixes
25. Special coffee cup 
filled with candy
26. Fancy magazines tied 
together with a pretty rib-
bon
27. Gourmet popcorn and 
flavored oil
28. Locally made barbeque 
or steak sauce with basting 
brush
29. Pancake or waffle mix 
and a bottle of real maple 
syrup
30. Movie theater gift 
certificates
31. Board games
32. Jar of sourwood or 
pure honey with biscuit 
mix
33. Note cards and book of 
stamps
34. Picture frames, buy 
them on sale!
35. Specialty cookbook
36. Pretty glass jar filled 
with candy
37. Collectible sports cards
38. Muffin mixes with 
muffin pan
39. Books, there are still a 
few for under $10
40. Set of dish towels and 
dish cloths
41. Nail polish kit
42. Pretty night shirt
43. Basket filled with 
kitchen gadgets
44. Video rental gift cer-
tificates

Spanish Word of the Month

nevar:to snow

French Word of the Month:

amor: love

Chinese Word of the Month:
Youyongchi:swimming 
pool

“Duct tape 
is like the 
force. It has 
a light side, a 
dark side, and 
it holds the 
world togeth-
er.”- Unkown

“75-90% of primary 
physician visits are 
due to stress.”

“An office desk has 
400 times more bac-
teria than a toilet.”

“A blink lasts approxi-
mately 0.3 seconds. “

Decem-
ber?
So sure of it.
That nothing else can 
compare.
The other eleven months 
wish
they were more like the 
twelfth.
All the other months 
they drag.
but December, the great-
est,
though cold and sicken-
ing:
brings family and 
friends
and giving and love
and dancing and cheers
and tears of happiness,
I think. Let’s hope.
-AMPR

45. Pepper mill and fresh 
peppercorns
46. Handwritten copies of 
your favorite recipes
47. For the pets, gourmet 
dog biscuits or cat treats
48. Baking pans and sup-
plies
49. Prepaid long distance 
phone cards
50. Small clock or radio
51. Pretty box for keep-
sakes
52. Colorful Post-It note-
pads
53. Address book



I Heart Hugs
by Argemira Florez

1) San Antonio 
Spurs:  Why not?  Last 
year’s champions have the 
pieces in place to make 
a run at the repeat.  Tim 
Duncan is still a rock 
down low, and the com-
bination of Tony Parker 
and Manu Ginobili are too 
much for any other back-
court duo in the West.  The 
Spurs will enjoy a 65-win 
season.

2) Phoenix Suns:  
With Amare Stoudemire 
returning from knee 
surgery, the Suns are at 
full throttle.  Steve Nash is 
still the best point guard in 
the league; Shawn Marion 
has gotten past all the 
trade rumors, and Leandro 
Barbosa is a threat to score 
30 points every night 
(which he’s already done 
a few times).  However, 
Phoenix needs to bolster 
its defense if they want to 
get past the Spurs.

3) Utah Jazz:  It 
should be no surprise.  
The Deron Williams—
Carlos Boozer connection 
is reminding fans in Salt 
Lake of Stockton/Malone 
all over again.  Boozer’s 
averaging a double-double 
through so far, and Deron 
Williams looks to second 
only to Nash as the best 
point guard.  If Andre 
Kerilenko and Mehmet 
Okur can pull their acts 
together, the Jazz will be 
bad news for the more 

popular Western giants.

4) Houston Rock-
ets:  Yao Ming and Tracy 
McGrady.  That’s about 
it.  Add in the ageless 
Dikembe Mutumbo and 
sharp-shooter Shane Bat-
tier, and the Rockets have 
a legitimate shot at going 
far in the West.  Coach 
Stan Van Gundy has done 
a phenomenal job with 
his team, and this may be 
the year all his hard work 
shows up.

5) Dallas Mav-
ericks:  Really?  Last 
season’s pathetic upset 
to the Warriors looks as 
if has taken a toll on the 
once high and mighty 
Mavs.  Dirk Nowitzki and 
Josh Howard led this team 
to the best record in the 
regular season a year ago, 
but while most of the West 
got better, Dallas didn’t 
really do much of any-
thing.  Their season will 
rely more on role players 
Devin Harris, DeSagana 
Diop, and Jerry Stack-
house in order to make 
some noise in the playoffs.

6) New Orleans 
Hornets:  The Hornets are 
hoping to be the surprise 
of the league this season.  
Other then point guard 
Chris Paul, there are no 
big name players on this 
roster (unless you count 

Making Water Flow in Nigeria
By Meghan McCullough

 Father Christo-
pher Okrie, a priest in Our 
Lady of Mercy Parish, 
has long been working 
on plans to provide clean 
water to what used to 
be the village he resided 
in, Obinagu, Nigeria. 
Everyday, children living 
in that village must walk 
miles to a polluted stream 
to bring water to their 
families. More than one 
third of the people living 
in Africa have access 
to clean water, and as a 
result, millions of people 
die each year from water-
borne diseases.  
 Upon coming 
to America and becom-
ing an assistant at Our 
Lady of Mercy, Father 
Okrie shared his stories of 
Nigeria to the rest of the 
church, receiving extreme 
feedback.  Members of 
the church wanted to do 
something to help, and 
so for the past year, Our 
Lady of Mercy’s non-
profit organization Water 
for Life in Africa has been 
raising funds to dig a per-
manent well in Obinagu, 
which will end up costing 
from $100,000-$150,000.  
 The people living 
in Obinagu have been 
neglected by the govern-
ment, who should be 

providing clean water and 
electricity to all citizens.  
However, this distribu-
tion fails to reach many of 
the people, leaving them 
without water and elec-
tricity.  In Lagos, a major 
city in Nigeria, there are 
entire apartment buildings 
that have no electricity at 
all.  
 To make matters 
worse, Nigerians have un-
dergone extreme exploita-
tion over the search for oil 
in the Niger Delta since 
the 1990’s.  Recently, the 
Nigerians have formed 
militia groups and are 
fighting back, demanding 
that usage of the Delta 
go back to the Nigerians.  
Still, any oil taken from 
the Delta provides no 
benefit to the people of 
Nigeria, and many pro-
tests against this result in 
their houses being burned 
down.  
 Father Christo-
pher has hopes that by one 
small act at a time, and 
with the help of others, he 
can make a difference in 
his homeland of Nigeria, 
and provide a better life 
to those living there.  This 
shouldn’t prove to be too 
difficult, seeing all the 
people who have volun-
teered to hold events and 
give their time to him to 

help in any way possible.  
Jim Freeley, an associate 
professor of business at 
C.W. Post College had his 
students host a fashion 
show to benefit the cause, 
raising $5,000. Dona-
tions from parish mem-
bers have been pouring 
in, ranging from $2 to 
$10,000.  In total, Water 
for Life has received 
about $40,000 from dona-
tions alone.  
 In addition to act-
ing as a priest in Our Lady 
of Mercy, Father Christo-
pher serves as a part-time 
chaplain at St. John’s 
Prep, in Astoria.  Students 
there have raisted about 
$4,000 for Water for Life, 
and are pondering a trip 
to Nigeria as a service 
project.  Besides this, 
people who arrive at soup 
suppers or fundraisers 
that Our Lady of Mercy 
holds become interested, 
and offer to help with 
the organization, or have 
fundraisers of their own.  
 In seeing all of 
the enthusiasm and feed-
back from people who 
learn of his project, Father 
Christopher has never 
once doubted that his plan 
will be successful.  He is 
bringing newfound hope 
to the people of Obinagu.

Western Conference 
Predictions By Evan Balder

Peja Stojakovic about five 
years ago).  Rasual Butler? 
Melvin Ely? It makes no 
difference to Paul; he can 
pass to almost anyone.

7) Los Angeles Lak-
ers:  Why not?  Despite 
what anyone can say about 
his character, Kobe Bryant 
is the best player in bas-
ketball.  Period.  If Lamar 
Odem can stay healthy, 
this team has a legitimate 
chance to make the post 
season.  The key piece 
here: Derek Fisher’s return 
to the team.  He was the 
unsung hero of the past 
Lakers’ championships, 
and being reunited with 
Kobe might spark a few 
things.

8) Denver Nug-
gets: Although this team 
isn’t great, there are too 
many prolific scorers in 
Denver for the Nuggets to 
not make the post-season.  
Carmello Anthony and 
Allen Iverson are capable 
of scoring 50 any given 
night, and sharp shooters 
Eduardo Najera and J.R. 
Smith compliment them 
very well.  Their undoing 
will be a lack of defensive 
intensity from the entire 
team, with the exception 
of reigning defensive 
player of the year Mar-
cus Camby.  Basically, 
this team is simply too 
mediocre to beat much of 
anyone.

also stops passengers from 
making life saving deci-
sions, such 
as getting 
out of the 
car when 
they are 
with an 
unsafe 
driver. 
21% of 
teens 
say that 
they have 
know-
ingly gotten 
into a car with a drunk 
driver.  Only 39% of boys 
and 52% of girls say that 
they would speak up if in a 
car where they felt uncom-
fortable.
 Nearly half of all 
teens admitted that pas-
sengers distract them but at 
the same time 53% of teens 
said that friends would 
have the most influence on 
their driving habits. Thus 
friends who insist on safe 
driving have a better stand-
ing than do parents and 
teachers. 
 Many scientists 

believe this issue  has a 
lot to do with the teen 
brain and sex hormones. 
Teens are as intelligent 

as adults yet more sus-
ceptible to social and 
emotional pressures when 
making decisions. Peter 
Zollo, president of Teen-
age Research Unlimited 
described a study in which 
both adults and teens were 
asked what it means to 
be a good driver. Adults 
said a good driver meant a 
“safe” driver whereas teens 
described one as “a skilled 
driver”.
 Most teenage 
driver-related fatal acci-
dents have one or more of 
these five factors: driving 
too fast, running off the 

road, driving in the wrong 
lane, driving under the 
influence of medications, 
drugs or alcohol and erratic 

or reckless driving. 
 5,000-6,000 teens 
die in car crashes 
every year, that’s the 
equivalent of two 
9/11s. About 300,000 
teens are injured in 
car crashes. Many 
states have designed 
special laws for teen 
drivers to address 
these alarming rates. 
New York, for exam-

ple, has a minimum driving 
age of 16. New York also 
has a 9:00 curfew for all 
teen drivers and requires a 
parent’s signature before 
awarding a learners permit.  
However state laws are 
only one way to reduce 
deaths and is very limited. 
So every teen needs to 
take a step forward and 
become a safer driver. Not 
only should teen drivers 
improve their driving but 
they should also encourage 
other teens to do the same. 
If we all work together to 
make smarter decisions 
lives will be saved.

6,000 Teens Dead
by Jolijt Tamanaha

Continued from pg 1

Ok, let’s be serious. About 
how many times do you 
hug your friends in school 
a day? This includes light 
arm over shoulder hello’s, 
big bear hugs, suffocating 
squeezes from the guys 
who want to feel you up. 
Well, I do not blame you, 
I mean we go to BSGE, 
also known as the “BSGE 
family,” it is only reason-
able that we would want 
to embrace a friend we 
have not seen for the 
whole weekend, or 
show some affection 
to a peer who de-
fended you in a fight. 
Unfortunately, not all 
schools are the same, 
and as a result a young 
girl was held in deten-
tion for hugging two 
friends on school grounds. 

Megan Coulter, a thirteen 
year old girl, attends the 
Mascoutah Middle School 
in Mascoutah Illinois. It 
just so happens that a little 
over three weeks ago she 
was caught hugging two 
friends and was sent to 
two days detention. Megan 
and her parents were both 
equally infuriated by this 
preposterous rule but 
complied with Megan’s 
punishment of two days 
detention. Though no 
signs of impertinence were 

recorded the final verdict 
will be defined by the next 
board meeting which they 
plan on attending. 

Stumbling upon the article 
by MSNBC, I was com-
pletely awestruck at the 
absurdity of the school’s 
restrictions nowadays. It 
is ironic that while kids 
are smuggling guns into 
schools, dealing drugs 

inside the halls, and doing 
other outrageous things 
in schools, officials make 
restrictions on the most 
harmless of things: hugs. 
Though it can be under-
stood that hugging is an 
act that can ostensibly be 
a sign of affection that 
some elders disapprove of, 
hugging is too common 
and harmless of an action 
to take complete blame 
for what some people call 
signs of sexual harassment. 
It must be established that 
hugging is optional and is 
something done innocently 

by students.

I mean we go to a school 
that has “Be Kind” as one 
of our habits of conduct, 
and for many it is hard 
to be kind without mak-
ing some kind of physical 
embrace or sign of ap-
preciation. Is this wrong? 
No, not unless it is taken 
to a point where a person 
feels uncomfortable. In 
this case, if a person feels 
uncomfortable around a 
certain someone because 
of the way they touch 
them or talk to them, then 
it is their responsibility 
to speak to the guidance 
councilor or the principal 
about what could be sexual 
harassment. 

While hugging is a simple 
action done thoughtlessly 
by students worldwide, it 
is our duty to comply with 
our school standards. To 
this day it has not been 
stated that BSGE has any 
problem with hugging, 
thank God, because if it 
were so we would have the 
whole school in detention 
almost every day. At the 
same time, if any rule like 
this were announced what 
do you think would happen 
to our school? Would we 
all become cold, unaffec-
tionate people?  


