
   The B  CC R g
Hope Everyone Had A  Love Filled Valentines Day 

www.theBACCrag.com

Volume 2, Issue 5     February 2008              “BSGE’s Official Buzz”

The BACC Rag Staff:
Jolijt Tamanaha
Kristen Spang
Nicole Kung
Daniel Fridman
Paulina Calistru
Takesha Graham
Meghan McCullough
Pamela Reyes
Rudy Fuzayluv
Juan Diego Lozano
Auset Alexander
Natalia Preciado
Santiago Preciado
Demitri Baskous
Jessie Heller
Maximilian Camacho
Bianca Martinez
Misael Slydor
Argemira Florez
Kimberly Banjoko
Sarah Diaz
Advisor: Mr. Lakhaney. Freshman all to try out being mommies and dadies for Health class. Students had to make babies out of flour 

sacks and carry the 5 lb childern for two weeks. _- Picture by Auset Alexander

Teenagers Can Be In Love Too! The Chemis-
try of Young Love. By Meghan McCullough
 How many 
times have you brought 
up the subject of dating 
with your parents, and 
they ended up telling 
you that you’re “too 
young to know what 
love is”?  Did you ever 
really believe them? 
Hopefully not, because 
as we teenagers have 
always known deep 
down inside, our parents 
are completely wrong on 
that front.
 From the day 
babies are born all the 
way until their death, 
they are constantly 
experimenting with the 
mystery of love, going 
through different stages 
during which they learn 
details about their emo-
tions towards others.  
During the infant years, 
babies begin learning 
important life skills that 
develop during their 
acts to attract attention; 
they learn how to “flirt”.  
[That’s right; you’ve 
been doing it since you 
were in diapers].  When 
anyone pays attention to 
them, babies will blink, 
giggle, and sigh at just 
the right times when 
only a couple of months 
old.  They usually flash 
their first smile at 6 
weeks, when the parents 
are feeling the newness 
of their baby begin to 
wear off. When babies 
smile or carry out any 
other signature cute 
baby move, they sense 
the people around them 

apply to toddlers, and 
found that children as 
young as 4 years old fall 
in love just as adults do.  
They are filled with pas-
sionate feelings towards 
individuals, and often 
become attached to peo-
ple. Although this seems 
like a joke to onlookers, 
in their minds every 
emotion they experience 
is painfully real.
 When puberty 
hits, children usually 
separate into same sex 
groups, spending most 
of their time thinking 
and talking about the 
opposite gender.  Re-
member those days in 
elementary school when 
the entire schoolyard 
would break out into 
a riot, usually boys 
vs. girls? That was all 
part of the cycle we 
go through on our way 
to our romantic lives. 
During this period, 
girls spend a lot of time 
dreaming up romantic 
fantasies, and boys in 
turn spend a lot of time 
toughening themselves 
up and cursing to build 
up their “tough guy” 
image.  In a sense, dur-
ing this period, girls are 
practicing being girls, 
and boys are practicing 
being boys.  Eventually, 
boys and girls begin to 
co mingle once more, 
minus all the bloodshed. 

This starts off as very 
minimal interaction 
between the genders, 
with only a few coura-
geous members of each 
pack daring to cross 
over to the other side. 
Once these interactions 
have begun, however, 
adolescents are not often 
seen returning to their 

constantly work towards 
having the “perfect” 
relationship; a lifetime 
one. 
 All through our 
lives, we are constantly 
learning how to love, 
and learning more about 
ourselves in the process. 
Our parents’ telling us 
we are too young to 

“...that children as young as 4 years old fall in 
love just as adults do.”
get happier, and usu-
ally see them return the 
smile. They learn how 
to interact with people.  
These interactions are 
the very first practice 
sessions babies will 
have before moving on 
into the war zone that 
will be their love life.
 During the tod-
dler years, they move 
out from their small 
interacting stages to hav-
ing crushes on people.  
At this stage, toddlers 
are extremely straight-
forward when they are 
attracted to someone, or 
when expressing their 
love for their parents.  
“They love you and they 
really, really express 
it,” says Alison Gopnik, 
cognitive psychologist 
at the University of Cali-
fornia.  The reason for 
this explicit expression 
of love is that they still 
haven’t developed what 
is called the theory of 
mind; they don’t under-
stand that not everyone 
agrees with what they 
think and that most peo-
ple keep their thoughts 
hidden. Social psycholo-
gist Elaine Hatfield, best 
known for her creation 
of the Passionate Love 
Scale, a survey that 
gets adults to discuss 
their romantic feelings, 
altered the questions 
slightly so they would 

old same gender interac-
tions.  Boys and girls be-
gin going out, but most 
relationships are short 
lived, because neither 
gender is accustomed to 
working hard to keep up 
their end of a relation-
ship.  This is good in the 
sense that through these 
experiences, teenagers 
learn what it means to be 
in a relationship. They 

know what love is is like 
saying we are too young 
to know how to read.  
Loving is natural; we’ve 
been doing it since we 
were born. So, the next 
time you talk to your 
parents about love, have 
you figured out what 
you’re gonna say?
- Can teens really love or 
are we too young? Write a 
letter to the editor. 

Everybody
 Loves 

Somebody

* See something you want to comment on? Write a letter to the editor at our website, email us, drop it in our office mailbox or hand it to us!



Culture Night 
Another Big Hit!
 Jet Blue has an 
anncoucement, all of 
their international flights 
have been canceled be-
cause no one was buying 
tickets. Instead people 
flocked to BSGE’s cul-
ture night for this years 
dosage of world travel!
  Our school has 
less then 500 students 
with over 100 nation-
alities; imense culture is 
expected. 
 The pictures 
on the left were taken 
by Auset Alexander of 
the food table and the 
many customers. The 
food came from every 
corner of the world. 
There was Ecuadorian 
food, Mexica, American, 
Jamacian and of course, 
cupcakes from BJ’s. Ev-
ery plate of food was $5 
and you could pile the 
food up as high as you 
want. Everything was 

Sugar and Spice
- TAG
 As high school and 
Junior High students we are 
privileged to have access to 
lockers. The life of a junior 
high or High school student 
usually includes the lugging 
around of various items 
such as notebooks, binders, 
textbooks, and our advisory 
reading books. The mas-
sive gear we find ourselves 
carrying around can take its 
toll on a student. According 
to a September 10th 2007 
CNN.com article, “The 
Consumer Product Safety 
Commission reports that 
7,300 injuries were treated 
in U.S. emergency rooms in 
2006 because of backpacks. 
Sprains and strains were the 
most common complaints.” 
This is where our lockers 
should come in. Lockers 
are supposed to relieve us 
of these kinds of problems. 
The definition of the word 
locker according to the 
Encarta ® World English 
Dictionary © is lockable 
compartment: a small lock-
able cupboard or com-
partment where personal 
belongings can be left, e.g. 
at a swimming pool, gym, 
school, or workplace. For 
further research, I looked 
for the word locker in my 
thesaurus and one of the 
words that that came up was 
storeroom. A storeroom is 
usually utilized to keep ex-
cess things out off our way. 
This what we use our lock-
ers for, to keep extra items 
that are not in current use in 

a safe and convenient place. 
The word “convenient” is 
key here. Why? Well, a new 
rule has immerged from the 
inwards of the offices in our 
school. The council of our 
dear BSGE has decided that 
having students visit their 
lockers between classes just 
wasn’t working for them. 
The new rule issued forth is 
that students are now only 
allowed to frequent their 
lockers only first thing in 
the morning, and before and 
after advisory. I as a high 
school student, strongly 
disagree with this new rule. 
Here is some of my reason-
ing for why I disagree: Most 
students (including myself) 
have advisory after two 
classes, which means that 
we usually end up having 
to carry a binder around 
for a very uncomfortable 
amount of time. This may 
not apply to every student 
who attends this school but 
certain teachers enforce 
certain rules more strongly 
than others. This issue is 
powerfully connected to the 
other issue of uniformity 
of the enforcement of rules 
in this school by teach-
ers. While speaking with a 
fellow student I discovered 
that they are allowed to visit 
their lockers between every 
class. The rules this school 
should not only benefit both 
the staff and the students but 
they should also be imple-
mented in a united manner. 
This could possibly

We Know You 
Have An Opinion 
So Let Us Hear It!

Write to us and we’ll publish 
it in next month’s issue!

Just go to 
www.thebaccrag.com

or slip your letter into our 
mailbox in the office.

amazing delicous. Your 
palate was entertained 
with spicy, sweet, bitter 
and ketchup all from the 
same plate. 
 While you were 
eating there was even 
more entertainment! 
BSGE students, with 
help and support from 
Sarah Lawrence Col-
lege graduate students, 
published a collection 
of stories. The collec-
tion was titles “Unread” 
and students spent the 
night reading their work 
to those of us enjoying 
the food. The stories and 
poems were great. They 
were heavy with emo-
tion and well written.
 Next year in-
stead of spending money 
to travel, drop by culture 
night and travel around 
the world in two hours!
-What was your favorite part 
of culture night? Email us.

the food delicous, the entertainment plentiful!
- Pictures by Auset Alexander

P u r c h a s e 
Boosters!

For the 2007-2008 Yearbook!

Have Your Own Note 
Published in the 

Yearbook!

Give a shout out to you 
friends!

100 characters for only 
$5.00.

Please see Shira Almeleh, 10th 

grade for more information.

Support the Production!



left: 7th 
grade 
students 
pre-
formed 
drum 
peices at 
this year 
Annual 
Winter 
Concert!
below: 
solo 
flute and 
Mrs. 
Nikolos.
- Pic-
tures by 
Joseph 
Vonrick

The MacBook Air
By Santiago Preciado
Has anyone heard of 
the new MacBook? It’s 
called the MacBook Air, 
and it’s the thinnest lap-
top that Apple has ever 
produced. The MacBook 
Air aired on January 15, 
2008 in the 2008 Mac-
world Conference and 
Expo; being presented by 
Steve Jobs, Apple Inc.’s 
chairman and CEO. 
   At its thinnest point, 
the MacBook Air mea-
sures 0.16 inches, and at 
its thickest, it measures 
0.76 inches. It’s so thin; 
it can fit in a manila 
envelope! Since Janu-
ary 31, 2008, the famed 
Mac is shipping around 
the globe. According to 
Apple, the MacBook Air 
is “as thin as your index 
finger”. It has a 13 in. 
LED display, a multi-
touch trackpad, and a 
full-sized keyboard. 
The MacBook weighs 
3 pounds, a weight that 
is sure to please laptop 

carriers. A new feature 
that is present in this 
MacBook is that the keys 
light up with the help of 
a sensor, a feature that 
helps in those situations 
when it is very dark and 
you just happen to lose 
sight of your keys. The 
MacBook saves battery 
life by having a power 
efficient screen. Like the 
new product by Apple, 
the MacBook Air has 
a multi-touch trackpad 
(like mentioned before), 
which permits the user to 
control by touching the 
trackpad. You can zoom 
in, rotate, and do much 
more. In the right side, 
there is a port hatch that 
closes to hide the ports 
and opens to reveal a 
USB 2.0 port, a Micro 
DVI, and a headphone 
jack. The MacBook 
has 2GB of RAM, plus 
80GB of hard drive 
memory. Buyers also 
have the option of getting 

a 64GB solid-state drive, 
which provides addi-
tional support. Like other 
MacBooks, the Air has 
a built in iSight camera, 
as well as iChat software 
and the now famous 
Leopard system. The Air 
also includes 802.11n 
Wi-Fi (its only way of 
connecting to the inter-
net) and Bluetooth 2.1 + 
EDR built in. One thing 
that the Air is missing is 
the optical drive, mean-
ing it can’t read CD’s 
and/or DVD’s. Currently, 
the MacBook is priced at 
$1799. It is probably in 
the Apple store by now, 
so feel free to go check 
it out. 
   According to some 
people however, the 
MacBook Air has some 
disadvantages, like lack-
ing a security slot, or an 
Ethernet port. The Air 
also does not include a 
remobable battery, so 
you can’t change it when 

that 5 hour-lasting bat-
tery dies. As mentioned 
before, the Air, has only 
three ports, and to use a 
CD, the consumer must 
use a remote disc, which 
connects to the computer, 
yet it doesn’t provide 
normal playback of CDs 
and DVDs. In order to 
install Windows, play 
CDs and/or DVDs, you 
need to buy a $99 exter-
nal DVD drive. In the 
end, if someone wants 
a MacBook Air, they 
would likely expect 3 
ports, no DVD/CD drive, 
and only one battery. 
  The MacBook 
Air is certain to please 
many people, and it 
won’t please others. Now 
that it is shipping, it’s all 
the easier to get it. Then 
again, if you live in New 
York, it might be easier 
to go to the Apple store 
in Manhattan and see the 
MacBook for yourself.

Video Game Review: 
Bioshock 
by Maximilian Camacho

Story: Bioshock is the incred-
ible new game where you play 
as Jack, the sole survivor of a 
plane crash that has left him 
in the middle of the Atlantic 
Ocean. You then discover 
a lighthouse, which is the 
entrance to an underwater city 
called Rapture. Rapture is a 
failed civilization that was 
created to be a home for peo-
ple who the founder, business 
tyrant Andrew Ryan, thought 
showed the best in Humanity, 
and their work could not be 
affected by the government. 
Unfortunately, all of the 
citizens became “Splicers” 
vicious, pheromone controlled 
maniacs that attack almost 
anything, due to the effects 
of the plasmids, incredible 
chemicals that cured normal 
problems like Male Pattern 
Baldness, or granted incred-
ible powers, like Telekinesis. 
Arriving at Rapture, Jack 
finds a radio transistor, which 
is used by a man named Atlas 
who asks you to rescue his 
family, who are trapped in a 
submarine. You venture into 
Rapture, only to be faced by 
numerous enemies and chal-
lenges, and realize that there 
are many secrets that only 
you can reveal, some that will 
change your life.
Review: Bioshock is probably 
one of the greatest games I 
have ever played. There is so 
much originality, and there are 
so many features that will re-

ally change the way you play 
video games. Instead of the 
normal run and shoot game 
play, you will have to actually 
use your brain if you want 
to beat this game. But don’t 
worry, I’m not saying that this 
is an educational game. What 
I mean, is that you’ll need a 
lot of strategy, in order to take 
out the hordes of enemies 
that you face. This includes 
shocking the water with your 
electrical bolts, freezing 
enemies and bashing them 
to bits, hacking security bots 
and using them for your own 
advantage, including making 
them heat seeking, then turn-
ing your enemies ablaze. You 
can also turn enemies against 
each other, and use telekinesis 
to throw gas tanks art en-
emies, and when you’re sur-
rounded and do this, it looks 

like your lighting candles, 
only instead there are maniacs 
running around, screaming 
in pain…and burning. All 
of these endless possibilities 
mean only one thing, possibly 
one of most incredible times 
you will ever have playing a 
game. But you will also need 
to use all of these powers to 
take down the most danger-
ous, and also one of the cool-
est enemies to ever arrive in 
video games: the Big Daddy. 
The Big Daddy is a huge guy 
walking around in a metal 
diving suit, and usually sport-
ing a huge drill that he uses 
for impaling and anything 
else that you can do with a 
drill. The Big Daddy is nearly 
impervious, taking almost 
any thing you can give him. 
This is why it’s good to use 
all your powers, and be really 
creative, because once you’ve 
killed them, you get to access 
the Little Sisters, the little 
girls that the Big Daddies are 
protecting. You can either take 
all the Plasmids from them, 
which kills them, or you can 
free them of their mutant 
form, and receive a small 
extra amount of Plasmids. 
Whichever you choose affects 
the ending of the game. The 
only problem is that after 
playing for a couple of hours, 
the game play get’s a little 
repetitive. Overall though, 
the game play still really does 
rock, and you’ll have to be 

playing for a pretty long time 
to finally bored. Another great 
thing about this game is the 
graphics. They are insane!!! 
When you first play, you are 
swimming in the ocean, the 
water looks incredible. It 
seems so realistic, glittering in 
light and flowing so naturally, 
you could swear you were 
watching T.V. But it’s not just 
the water, it’s everything. It 
all looks so good, the features 
are all realistic, and Rapture 
looks really cool because 
it’s set in the 60’s, so it has a 
golden age look to it. You can 
here old classics played on 
the speakers thought the city. 
Overall, Bioshock is a great 
game. Incredible game play, 
unbelievable graphics, and a 
really cool classic feeling. It’s 
a must buy, and is possibly 
the best game of 2007.



Are You Pretty?
by Paulina Calistru

“In a world of extreme 
beauty, anyone normal is 
ugly”.  In the book Ug-
lies, it is established that 
until 16, kids are repulsive 
looking. That is why when 
they turn 16 years old, 
instead of celebrating their 
birthday the teenagers get 
operations that turn them 
stunningly beautiful. Sound 
like a fantasy world? Not 
so fast. This popular teen-
age novel is not far from 
reality. A considerable part 
of the present generation 
of teenagers go to great ex-
tents to obtain better looks, 
that includs going under 
the knife of the surgeon. 
Today’s medical technol-
ogy allow people to reach 
high standards of beauty 
but not without paying the 
price.
According to an article 
published during 2003 in 
the journal of American 
Medical Association a 
estimated 223,000 cosmetic 
procedures were performed 
on teens 18 years old or 
younger.  Procedures such 
as breast lifts, breast aug-
mentation, nose reshaping, 
liposuction, and tummy 
tucks.  The American So-
ciety for Aesthetic Plastic 
Surgery (ASPS) identified 
174,851, in the year of 
2005.  
 The most popu-
lar cosmetic surgery was 
rhinoplasty, better known 
as nose reshaping, fol-

lowed by liposuction, or the 
removal or excess fat, and 
breast modification, either 
reduction or augmentation. 
But who pay for these pro-
cedures? The rhinoplasty 
goes for a $3,869 and a 
liposuction, for $2,578, a 
relatively low price if you 
consider that for most teens 
the procedure is a way to 
better their self-esteem. But 
not all procedures reach 
the thousands. The most 
popular cosmetic non-sur-
gical procedures among 
teenagers in 2005 were 
laser hair removal and skin 
renewal.  A teenager can 
get this done for only $161, 
probably the savings from a 
month allowance.  
 Teenagers view 
plastic surgery as a way to 
fit in and perfect them-
selves.  They want to look 
presentable in front of their 
friends and classmates.  An-
other reason teenagers go 
to these extreme measures 
are to be more comfortable 
with themselves.  There is 
no doubt that these surgi-
cal procedures help give 
a boost of self-confidence 
to the patients, however 
the idea of going under the 
knife just to have self-con-
fidence and be comfortable 
with themselves is nerve 
racking.  Learning to accept 
yourself for who you are 
and be happy with that, is 
a virtue for many teens and 
it is not a common feature 

among them.
As good as all of this might 
sound, perfecting the body 
comes with a risk, which 
can be presumed that 
today’s teenagers don’t 
take into consideration.  
Complications can occur 
and changing a “flaw” can 
simply make it worse.  Ac-
cording to beautyfeast.com, 
the number of deaths or 
complications caused from 
cosmetic surgery has in-
deed gone down, however 
there is still a chance of 
complications happening.   
 Reasons as to 
why these youngsters go 
under the knife for perfec-
tion can vary.  Everyday 
sights and comments can 
drive one to the surgical 
office.  According webmd.
com, comments made by 
classmates, friends, or even 
teachers can make a teen 
go to drastic measures to 
change that flaw.  The hurt-
ful remarks made by peers 
take a great toll of affect on 
a person, thus steering them 
to any option that will re-
move the comment starter.  
Everyday sights may also 
be a cause of the increas-
ing popularity of cosmetic 
surgery with teenagers.  
Magazines such as People, 
OK!, etc. show pictures of 
teenaged celebrity’s with 
flawless skin and a perfect 
hair and body.  When most 
teenagers see those photos 
a thought crosses their 

mind, why don’t I look like 
that?  After seeing perfec-
tion, teenagers also want to 
achieve that high standard 
of beauty.  However, what 
most teenagers don’t 
know is that most of the 
pictures that are shown in 
magazines are changed 
and enhanced.  According 
to media-awareness.ca, in 
2003 the Febuary cover for 
a British GQ was discov-
ered to be an enhanced 
photo that made actress 
Kate Winslet look taller and 
thinner.  On the cover she 
appeared to be 6 feet tall, 
however in reality she is 
5’6”.  The most enraging 
part of all is that the caption 
at the bottom of the photo 
states that Kate looks sexier 
than ever.  The photogra-
phers are implying that you 
are pretty when you are 
skinnier.  What would this 
message say to teenagers 
insecure with their appear-
ance?
 Altering or chang-
ing your appearance is 
controversial. Cosmetic 
surgery is risky, pricey, 
and many, many times, 
unneeded.  Teenagers need 
to be able to look in the 
mirror and say, “I am pretty 
and perfect”.  Everyone is 
special and there is no need 
to change unless a flaw 
represents a hazard to your 
health.  

Guantanomo Bay Forgotten Once Again
by Argemira Florez
     ‘Out of sight = out 
of mind’ is the written 
foundation for living 
a carefree, American 
life. The American 
life? Well, it is America 
and its government 
that has proclaimed 
this message to all its 
citizens, telling them 
that if those prisoners 
in Guantanamo bay are 
not escaping or killing 
guards then why think 
about them.
            Originally set 
up for American secu-
rity purposes, Guanta-
namo bay has become 
a place where the 
American government 
scapegoats foreign 
threats. In it there are 
3 detention camps, alto-
gether a prison camp. It 
has been set for about 
6 years now in south-
eastern Cuba. This land 

was first controlled 
by the Americans at 
the end of the Spanish 
American, ‘securely’ 
granted to the Ameri-
cans by the Cuban-
American treaty of 
1903. Securely, mean-
ing that the Cubans still 
insist that it is theirs 
and can, provoking 
great turmoil and vio-
lence, take it back.
            Overwhelm-
ingly miserable and 
stressful, perfect 
description of the year 
of 2001, where the 
September 11 attacks 
brought down not only 
the twin towers but the 
high spirits of those 
who thought they were 
doing ‘everything pos-
sible’ to keep America 
secure. It is for this 
reason that in the fol-
lowing years America 

had focused on enforc-
ing the idea of ‘Keep-
ing America Secure.’ In 
2002, with the blanket 
of fear and anxiety 
nearly suffocating US 
citizens, the American 
government decided to 
take security to another 
level beginning random 
search checks and en-
forcing acts that above 
all disregarded our 
privacy. They began 
sending those who they 
saw as threats and/or 
enemy combatants to 
Guantanamo bay.
 Once word hit 
the streets about what 
was going on here, 
the itch for truth was 
soothed by the Ameri-
can chant, “It’s for your 
safety;” Nonetheless, 
our safety at the cost 
of many other innocent 
people’s rights. The 

people in Guantanamo 
Bay are labeled prison-
ers without any rights 
to a lawyer, proper 
trial. Moreover, there 
have been accounts 
of prisoners being 
tortured-being hung 
by their fingernails, 
hung on walls for 
days; abused-sexually 
and verbally and have 
simply received un-
ethical treatment. While 
treatments in prisons 
are not supposed to be 
“enjoyable,” deserv-
ing the most gentle and 
serviceable care, in an 
American run base and 
prison it is the duty 
of the American of-
ficials to be ethical and 
propose punishment 
according to the rights 
given to the American 
people. It is impor-
tant to notice that the 

Guantanamo Detainees 
Fair Process Reinstate 
Habeas Corpus and Try 
Detainees in Federal 
Courts” presented Jen-
nifer Daskal, senior 
counsel on counterter-
rorism who said “In the 
almost six years since 
Guantanamo opened, 
only one person has 
been convicted of any 
crime and that was by 
plea agreement.” The 
injustice she presents 
in her statement clearly 
represents the wrong-
doings of the American 
government in Guanta-
namo bay. It is for this 
reason that this New 
Year, the hopes for a 
“new beginning” and 
a “blessed new year” 
should go for all, even 
those “terrorists” in 
Guantanamo bay.

Gross Subway Cars 
by Kristen Spang
 Almost everyday, 
more than half of BSGE’s 
students take public transpor-
tation, whether it be the bus 
or train (at times both), to and 
from school.  By it becoming 
a part of our daily routine, 
we at times neglect the filth 
that we are riding in.  Yet, 
when a person is asked how 
dirty the subways are, a look 
of disgust comes across their 
face.  Many people take such 
precautions as to not touching 
the bar to help hold them up 
during the ride.  In reality, we 
take a lot of these things to 
extremes, whereas we ignore 
the bacteria that live in the 
sponges we use to clean our 
kitchens.  Actually, the sub-
way cars are slowly but surely 
advancing when it comes to 
its cleanliness, with attempts 
from not only the MTA but 
also America’s people to put 
a stop to the griminess of the 
subway cars.  “Subway cars 
became cleaner, going from 
79% in the second half of 
2005 to 87% in this report.   
We found that: eighteen lines 
improved (1, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, A, 
B, D, E, F, G, J/Z, L, N, Q, 
R and V), two worsened (2, 
C) and two stayed the same 
(M and W)” (http://www.
straphangers.org 1). 

With the cars continuously 
improving, we have sight of 
a possible future that may 
hold much more sanitary cars 
for us to ride.  Yet, there are 
still many germs that exist 

amongst the cars that we ride.  
“The drug-resistant superbug 
MRSA was detected in 11% 
of the samples taken aboard a 
New York City subway train 
by a University of Arizona 
researcher. That compares to 
just 6% of the samples in pub-
lic rest rooms” (http://www.
nydailynews.com 1). Every 
time you grab a pole on the 
subway, we are still pick-
ing up “…the entire flora of 
humanity that has passed this 
way, including feces, fecal 
flora, skin flora, and respira-
tory secretions” (http://www.
msnbc.msn.com).  Although 
it is unavoidable, there are 
still ways of helping yourself 
keep clean rather than just 
allowing yourself to be so 
susceptible to the germs. We 
are still urged to take proper 
precautions, such as washing 
our hands or carrying hand 
sanitizer with you to use after 
you leave the subway car.  
Also, try to prevent if at all 
possible eating in the subway 
cars, because it is much easier 
to transfer germs from one 
place to another.  

It is not only a one way street 
when it comes to trying to 
improve our subways.  We 
as commuters should try to 
be more respectful of our en-
vironment.  If every subway 
rider cut down on littering and 
defacing of public property, 
the subways would be much 
more enjoyable to ride.

“The rhinoplasty goes for a $3,869 and a liposuction, for 
$2,578, a relatively low price if you consider that for most 
teens the procedure is a way to better their self-esteem. But 
not all procedures reach the thousands.”  

present treatment of 
those in Guantanamo 
Bay, presented in court 
cases such as Al Odah 
v. United States, Rasul 
vs. Rumsfield and 
Zalita vs. Bush violate 
the 5th,6th,7th and 8th 
amendments.
 Observant, 
attentive, just and 
conscientious groups 
such as Human Rights 
Watch (HRW) and Cen-
ter for Constitutional 
Rights (CCR), fight 
for the rights of these 
prisoners. A section 
on the HRW website 
called “Human Rights 
News” gives people 
insight on the recent 
Guantanamo Bay 
cases such as the last 
one on December 5th, 
2007. A Human Rights 
News article, “US Give 



Drink to This!
By Daniel Fridman

ing to us quite rapidly. 
 With several 
major news groups already 
covering this story, the 
news is growing quickly 
about much of the younger 
population pushing for 
the drinking age to be 
lowered, telling of how 
the ridiculous law causes 
more accidents than it 
prevents, essentially being 
counter-productive. Moth-
ers Against Drunk Driv-
ing, otherwise known as 
M.A.D.D. continue to push 
for the drinking age to be 
left at 21, stating that the 
lowering of the age would 
cause many more vehicular 
accidents and a drastic in-
crease in alcoholic deaths, 
a number that is already 
insanely high. 
 However, in re-
sponse to these anti-youth 
drinking groups, many of 
today’s college students 

in the country, consum-
ing more alcohol than any 
other college in the nation. 
Many students, as well as 
teachers, have voiced their 
opinions on the age matter 
publicly. Stacey Skotzko, a 
head writer for the Miami 
Student interviewed Detec-
tive Sgt. John Buchholz of 
the Oxford Police Depart-
ment about the underage 
drinking topic. Buchholz 
stated, “When you do find 
something to drink (as an 
under 21 aged student) you 
are going to make sure you 
drink as much as you can,” 
Buchholz said, explaining 
this is in comparison to 
21 and over students who 
can drink at leisure and 
not worry about getting 
caught”. The detective 
goes on to talk about the 
importance of the social 
acceptability of going out 
to have a beer as opposed 

to constant wild alcohol 
abuse. 
 These specific 
arguments that continue to 
be used by teenage groups 
consist of the idea that by 
keeping the drinking age 
that we have now, kids are 
tempted into drinking in 
uncontrollable amounts, 
rather than drinking in 
moderation and knowing 
that they are not limited 
to this one attempt at an 
alcoholic beverage. They 
are drinking illegally, and 
are forced to think that 
they must get as much out 
of the situation as possible. 

“The United States is the only nation in the world with a drink-
ing age as high as 21, and even with this law, our nation stands 
alone at the top of the list of Drunk Driving deaths per year.”

  Though it may 
not be relevant to middle 
school students, high 
school kids are slowly 
developing a national plea 
to lower the drinking age 
down to 18, rather than the 
age of 21 which it is right 
now.
 Though this 
argument of lowering the 
drinking age by 3 years 
hasn’t been heard very 
loudly as of now, expect 
to feel some commotion 
as time passes on through 
2008, with much of this 
movement coming from 
the west coast and advanc-

have formed organizations 
within their schools called 
“social norm groups”, run 
entirely by students with 
the intention to empha-
size the importance of the 
dangers of binge drinking. 
High school students have 
joined forces with college 
students, mainly on main-
stream sites such as www.
youtube.com, to explain 
the reasoning of this plea 
and show that the youth of 
today is growing highly in 
maturity level. 
 Miami University 
has been ranked as the 
number one party school 

This begins the cycle, lead-
ing the underage drinker 
to get into a vehicle and 
drive, intoxicated and on 
the road dangerously. The 
argument is that if the 
drinking age is lowered 
to 18, these kids that are 
drinking illegally won’t 
have to worry about binge 
drinking because they 
won’t have to stress getting 
as much alcohol as they 
can in that one moment. 
It is assumed that these 
minors will drink in mod-
eration, limiting drunken 
driving accidents, slowing 
down the alcoholic death 
rate over time. 
 Fox News, CNN 
and M10ish drinking age 
is 18, the French (and 
German) drinking ages 
are 16 and on top of all 
of these Poland doesn’t 
have a drinking age. The 
United States is the only 
nation in the world with 
a drinking age as high as 
21, and even with this law, 
our nation stands alone at 
the top of the list of Drunk 
Driving deaths per year. 
The number has increased 
dramatically in 22 states 
and continues to rise, leav-
ing the youth asking, why 
isn’t the age going down? 
It’s clear to many that it’s 
time for a change – this 
law isn’t working and it’s 
only being, as many have 
said, counter-productive. 
 There are many 
websites to refer to for 
more information on this 
growing debate – www.
cnn.com, www.msnbc.
com, www.youtube.com, 
www.chooseresponsibil-
ity.org . Talk about it with 
your families, think about 
the idea of a drinking age 
of 18 – would you want it 
to be a legitimate law when 
you turn 18? Put it in this 
perspective – at the end of 
the day, wouldn’t you want 
to celebrate your first vote 
with your first drink?

-The entire article written 
by Stacey Skotzko can be 
located at www.miamistu-
dent.net/thedrinkinggame.

Bipolar Children
by Kristen Spang

 Is it okay for a 
two year old child to be 
taking incredibly powerful 
psychiatric drugs?  There 
is worldwide controversy 
on whether or not it is ethi-
cal to diagnose children as 
bipolar when they show 
symptoms, such as anxiety 
or “hyper activeness”.  
Many believe that medica-
tions will help children 
deal with a mental disorder 
they are facing.  Others 
feel as if it is an excuse to 
give kids drugs in order 
to calm them down and 
resist wild behavior, being 
used more as a sedative 
rather than for its actual 
purpose.  More than 6 mil-
lion children in America 
are currently diagnosed as 
bipolar.  These kids are all 
being prescribed incredibly 
strong medicines, espe-
cially for the ages that they 
are amongst.  An overdose 
of any of these drugs can 
be extremely dangerous, 
and has been the cause of 
numerous deaths of “bipo-

lar” children.  
 Some symptoms 
of a bipolar child are 
extreme irritability, mood 
swings, depressed moods, 
and aggressive behaviors.  
There is no exact way of 
proving that a person has 
bipolar disorder, which 
makes it much more dif-
ficult to diagnose.  The 
diagnosis of a person 
depends on symptoms 
shown and the opinion of 
the psychiatrist.  Around 
15% of children with 
ADHD are misdiagnosed 
with bipolar disorder.  
Misdiagnosis is not only 
common, but could also 
be serious.  “There are 
a number of physical 
conditions and quite a few 
psychiatric disorders which 
present symptoms that can 
be confused with those of 
bipolar disorder. And just 
to complicate things a bit 
more, a great many psychi-
atric disorders can occur 
in tandem” (http://bipolar.
about.com).  

 A child brought 
to one psychiatrist could 
be diagnosed as bipolar; 
meanwhile another psy-
chiatrist may feel other-
wise, depending on how 
strongly they see the child 
fits the criterion.  Not only 
children, but adults too 
are on tons of medication 
in order to help a disorder 
that they may not even 
actually have.  There needs 
to be a more accurate way 
to tell whether or not a 
person has it before they 
start using such large doses 
of such strong medications, 
especially since the medi-
cations also have life alter-
ing side effects.  At times, 
death can occur.  That is 
pushed aside when people 
are listening to psychia-
trists when they tell them 
to up the doses of medica-
tions given to their chil-
dren to help the children’s 
mood.  This leaves parents 
to make a very difficult 
decision.  Which opinions 
should they listen to?

“Aroung 15% of children with ADHD are 
misdiagnosed with bipolar disorder.”

Does This Paper Make My Hips Look 
Fat: TMI About BMI by Jolijt Tamanaha
 Legislators in 
New York have proposed 
passing a law that would 
require schools to include 
a student’s body mass 
index (BMI) on their re-
port card. A person’s BMI 
indicates body fatness, 
which is calculated with 
the person’s height and 
weight. Legislators argue 
that the high rates of child-
hood obesity in the United 
States indicate a serious 
necessity for preventative 
measures. 
 9 million 6-18 
year olds are overweight 
and another 9 million are 
at risk for becoming over-
weight. In fact for the first 
time is history the number 
of worldwide overweight 
people, 1.1 billion, is 
equal to the worldwide 
number of hungry, poor, 
underweight people. Many 
overweight people suffer 
from health conditions 
such as hypertension, 
diabetes, the erosion of 
cartilage and high cho-
lesterol. They are also at 
increased risk for many 
diseases such as stroke, 
sleep apnea, cancer and 
gallbladder disease. The 
New England Journal of 
Medicine predicted that 
our life spans are expected 
to be 2-5 years shorter 
then our parents because 
of body fat. Statistics 
show that overweight 
teens have fewer friends 
and are more susceptible 
to bullying. They are 

more likely to fall into 
depressions, be addicted 
to drugs, get lower grades, 
react to stress and require 
physiological help.
 Many parents 
and students complain that 
schools that stress BMI 
and weight push society’s 
notion that “thin is in.” 
“We already feel pres-
sure from the media, we 
always have to look like 
that model,” student Pa-
mela Reyes said, explain-
ing her opposition to the 
BMI program, “why does 
the school need to push 
that even more? School is 
supposed to be a comfort-
able haven.” In fact, many 
teens require physiological 
help for eating disorders. 
Stephanie Setliff, a doctor 
who treats teens and kids 
with eating disorders said, 
“we know that eating 
disorders like anorexia 
nervosa and bulimia ner-
vosa can be triggered by 
one comment made from a 
peer or a coach.” To have 
a number “grading” your 
weight may be too much 
for many teens. Yet many 
states are still advocating a 
BMI alert program.
 In Texas, Senator 
Van de Putte is pushing 
to have BMIs printed on 
the report cards.  Ar-
kansas has had a BMI 
program in affect for the 
past four school years. 
Students are weighed and 
measured. Then a letter 
is sent home explaining 

the concept behind BMIs 
and indicating the child’s 
BMI. Parents are urged to 
double check with their 
doctor and speak to their 
children about nutrition 
and exercise. The number 
of overweight children in 
Arkansas has not lowered 
however it has capped off 
and officials consider that 
a positive sign. 
 BMI screening is 
recommended for all chil-
dren and adolescents by 
the American Academy of 
Pediatrics. For now BMI 
screening is considered the 
easiest and most affective 
way to measure body fat. 
However whether schools 
should measure and tell 
parents is up for debate. 
Teens seem unmotivated 
to control their weight. 
Many make excuses to 
avoid exercising and to 
continue eating; they tell 
themselves they’re not fat, 
instead using politically 
correct terms such as hus-
ky or big boned. Maybe 
a letter home from school 
would be a wake up call 
then again for some teens 
a reminder that they are 
overweight could push 
them over the edge. It is 
the school responsibility 
to teach nutrition however 
it’s also their job to keep 
students comfortable. Do 
we go with “it’s what’s 
on the inside that counts,” 
or “stay healthy by losing 
weight?”



Global Warming All a Myth?
by Paulina Calistru
            Hybrid cars, 
fuel-efficient light 
bulbs, recycling and 
energy conservation 
programs, and inter-
national summits, are 
some of the many 
measures taken by our 
generation in order to 
manage the phenom-
enon of Global Warm-
ing.  The scientific 
community, along with 
the media and politi-
cians, has taken in their 
hands the task of slow-
ing down the possible 
occurrences due to the 
rise in Earth tempera-
ture. How much? Oh 
yes, one degree since 
1975.
Schemes and inven-
tions are not the only 
things this weather 
condition has caused. 
Fear and paranoia have 
been a common charac-
teristic not only among 
environmentalists but 
also among the average 
people. Strong opinions 
as well as actions have 
accompanied this phe-
nomenon. While many 
citizens take action to 
prevent even further 
Global Warming, other 
people wonder…. Is 
Global Warming a truth 
or just a myth?
 Before at-
tempting to answer the 
controversial ques-
tion it is important to 
accurately define what 
Global Warming is. 
In general, it is com-
monly believed to be 
the event in which the 
Earth gradually gets 
warmer. The planet 
temperature rises for 
several reasons, many 
of them related to hu-
man activity on the 
planet. According to 
the National Geograph-
ic, while the sun heats 
up, its beams radiate 
onto the Earth’s atmo-
sphere, warming up the 
surface of the globe. 
Then, after touching 
the Earth, some of the 
heat bounces to the at-
mosphere and back into 
space.  The amount of 
heat given and bounced 
into space is just 
enough to balance life 
on Earth.  However, 
human productivity 
such as the burning 
of fossil fuels and the 
gases produced by 
factories, among other 
practices, has thick-
ened the atmosphere, 

raised 1 degree.  Is that 
possible? If the Earth’s 
temperature has only 
raised one degree, in 
over three decades, is 
the planet really getting 
that warm?  On the oth-
er hand, if the Earth is 
not getting that warm, 
why are the glaciers 
melting at such a rapid 
pace?
 The amount of 
ice that melted off the 
glaciers over the past 
years is enormous. In 
fact, studies conducted 
by the NASA showed 
that “sea ice in the 

making it harder for 
the sun heat to go back 
into space; therefore all 
the heat beamed down 
stays around the Earth, 
causing it to warm 
up. This phenomenon 
is also known as the 
green house effect. The 
heat can not get out; 
consequently the planet 
heats up more than 
usual. 
 There have 
been many experi-
ments, documentaries, 
and lectures trying 
to prove that Global 
Warming is indeed 
happening.  One of 
those efforts was for-
mer vice president Al 
Gore’s documentary, 
“The Inconvenient 
Truth”.  This documen-
tary is very convincing 
and there is no doubt 
that the data presented 
is indeed disturbing. 
However, a report of-
fered by the Weather 
Channel, presents that 
over the past 33 years, 
the average tempera-
ture on Earth has only 

 On the morning 
of February 12, 15 year 
old Lawrence King of 
Oxnard, California, was 
shot to death. This state-
ment probably doesn’t 
mean anything to you, but 
it means more than words 
can describe to the people 
of the community he once 
lived in. Oxnard, known 
as a “laid-back beach 
community” in California, 
was exposed as something 
much less than laid-back 
the morning that Lawrence 
was shot. As he sat in the 
computer lab as per usual 
at his local junior high, 
E.O. Green Junior High 
School, with 24 other stu-
dents, Brandon McIerney, 
14, walked in, shot Law-
rence in the head, and ran. 
It wasn’t long before the 
police caught him a few 
blocks away, and he is now 
being held in a juvenile 
facility in Venura County.
 Brandon is being 
charged with gun pos-
session, and as an adult 
who performed a planned 
hate crime. Maeve Fox, 
a senior deputy district 
attorney, would not reveal 
why the authorities added 
hate crime to the charge, 
but the people of Oxnard 
don’t need to hear it from 
her to know why. A few 
weeks prior to his death, 
Lawrence publicly came 
out about his homosexu-
ality, and had to endure 
teasing and harassment 
from a group of students 
at his school, including 

Lawrence, 15, 
Killed for Being Gay
By Meghan McCullough

McIerney, his murderer. 
He began wearing lipstick, 
mascara, and jewelry to 
school, causing the group 
of students to tease him 
“because he was different,” 
says Marissa Moreno, who 
is also in the 8th grade. 
“But he wasn’t afraid 
to show himself.” More 
often than not, Lawrence 
could be seen wearing his 
favorite pair of high-heeled 
boots. 
 Said Melissa 
Castillo, 13, of the last 
time she saw Lawrence, 
“He was walking through 
the lunch room, wearing 
these awesome boots. I ran 
over to him and said, ‘Your 
boots are so cute!’ He was 
like, ‘Yeah, I know’.” 
 Continuing her 
impersonation of Lawrence 
that day, she said, “‘If you 
want cute boots,’” Law-
rence said of his $30 boots, 
“‘you have to buy the 
expensive kind.’”
 “So, for Law-
rence,” said Melissa, “we 
have to go get the expen-
sive kind.”
 Lawrence took 
the bus everyday from 
Casa Pacifica, which is a 
center for abused and ne-
glected children who are in 
the foster care system. This 
has been his home since 
last autumn, and officials 
refused to comment on his 
family history, other that 
that his parents, Dawn and 
Greg King, were alive and 
that he had four brothers 
and sisters.  He only just 

started going to E.O. Green 
last winder, but “He had 
made connections here. 
It’s just a huge trauma 
here,” said Steven Elson, 
the chief executive of the 
center. “It’s emotionally 
very charged.”
 Lawrence seemed 
to be ahead of his time, as 
are many homosexuals, 
when it came to concern-
ing homosexuality. He was 
able to open himself up 
and face a characteristic of 
his that many people could 
not. Although the number 
of adolescents coming 
out in junior high school 
increases every year, 
students attending junior 
high in California are 3% 
more likely to be harassed 
because of it, according 
to the 2005 California 
Healthy Kids Survey. Too 
many people, it seems, 
don’t have it in them to ac-
cept people like Lawrence 
into their lives. 
 McIerney is on 
$770,000 bail, said his 
lawyer, Brian Vogel. He 
is set to enter a plea on 
March 21. If he is con-
victed, he faces 52 years to 
a lifetime in prison.
 Said the Rev-
erend Dan Birchfield of 
Westminister Presbyterian 
Church during a memo-
rial service for Lawrence, 
“God knit Larry together 
and made him wonder-
fully complex. Larry was a 
masterpiece.” 

Arctic is declining at 
a rate of nine percent 
per decade”. The same 
studied concluded that 
“in 2002 summer sea 
ice was at record low 
levels”. An the same 
statement persisted in 
year 2003.  This num-
bers make it hard to 
vanish the very thought 
of Manhattan being 
sunk under melted gla-
cier water. The image 
is increasingly fear-
ful. And the fact that 
the world might end a 
little sooner because 
of “Global Warming”, 
should encourage ev-
eryone to do what they 
can to prevent it.  
 Deciding 
whether Global Warm-
ing is Truth or Myth 
depends on what side 
you look at. The natu-
ral evidence definitely 
shows that the Earth 
and its climate patters 
are changing: intensi-
fied droughts, drastic 
floods and tornadoes 
appearing in never 
though places are just 

some evidence of it. 
However, the foren-
sic science says that 
the Earth temperature 
raised only one degree 
and that there is noth-
ing to worry about. 
  No matter how 
many studies pop up, 
or how many more de-
grees the Earth temper-
ature has raised, there 
is nothing that will hide 
the natural examples of 
Global Warming.  Sci-
entific experiments can 
go wrong; however, 
nature will always be 
correct. 

In Kenya, on December 27, 
2007 the election “was rigged.” 
This was a claim chanted not 
only by those opposing the rule 
of the elected president Mwai 
Kibaki, of the Kenyan republic 
but even those internation-
ally, observing the election 
from afar. The election was 
one between Mwai Kibaki 
(republican) and Raila Odinga 
(democratic). BBC news 
reports, online journals and all 
kinds of media reported the
rioting caused by the outcome 
of this election that declared 
Mwai Kibaki president, again-
for he had also governed a 
previous term since 2002. A 
BBC article “US envoy begins 
Kenyan meetings” states that 
this riot “has claimed 350 lives 
in the east African country and 
at least a quarter of a million 
people have been displaced.”
 It is interesting to 
see the level of will power and 
foresight that the Americans 
have had in contrast to the Ke-
nyans. While many American 
people were dismayed, angered 
and enraged about the 2000 
elections and the ‘miscount-
ing’ of the votes bringing about 
suspicions of a rigged election 
the post-election distress was 
channeled through criticisms in 
newspapers, books, media, etc. 
People
were not killed, physical hurt or 
threatened widely to pay for the
outcome of the election. Unfor-
tunately, in Kenya they were.

 It is for this reason 
that Kenya is in deep need of 
America’s help. It has not only 
dug itself deeper into debt with 
the World Bank but it
has fueled the fire of hate 
between political parties-a feel-
ing that
will surely influence further 
elections negatively. For it is 
evident
that because of the possibility of 
a new vote, people might find 
this form of rioting effective to 
abolish suspicions of cheating 
in future elections. This would 
be at the cost of many innocent 
people’s lives adding to the 
weakness of the country as a 
whole.
 Businesses, families, 
and politics are the three 
things mainly affected by this 
riot. Initially, the killings and 
displacement of thousands of 
people has caused businesses, 
mainly in Western Kenya and 
the Rift valley to be abandoned. 
Because people must flee from 
the continuing riots of political 
protest, stores have been closed 
and fertile land has been left 
unattended.
 It is said that the 
Kikuyu are the largest ethnic 
group in Kenya. Fortunately, for 
Kibaki, this group has granted 
him their votes and in the 
presence of this struggle have 
chosen to represent him and his 
republican beliefs. Unfortu-
nately, the Luo and Kalenjin 
groups in west Kenya support 

the opposing political leader 
Odinga and it is most likely that 
the will target Kibuyu families 
as threats for their possible 
participation in the rigging of 
the election.
 Interim agreements 
have been provoked by discus-
sion between President Mwai 
Kibaki and Jendayi Frazer, 
a woman diplomatic of the 
US for Africa. According to 
a Breitbart article, “Kenya’s 
Kibaki Ready to Form Unity 
Gov’t” president Mwai Kibaki 
has proposed “’a government of 
national unity’ to help resolve 
disputed elections.” This could 
mean that he is willing to share 
power with Odinga, it could 
also mean that he is willing to 
redo the election, however his 
exact intentions with
the statement will be revealed 
later after a conclusion is made 
from the accounts of Jendayi 
Frazer who meets with both of 
them.
 If America was able 
to overcome this stressful state 
of rage and unjustified actions 
then Kenya will be able to do 
the same. UN food programs 
and the Red cross have been 
trying their best to feed and
mend the damage that has 
swept over Africa. They will aid 
Kenya till it is back on its feet 
again. This of course, is what 
we hope for and try to be most 
certain about, having faith that 
it is possible.

Election Rigged?
by Argemira Florez



Boys vs. Girls: Which Sex 
Knows Less! by Jessie Heller and Bianca Martinez
 “Girls go to college to get more knowledge. 
Boys go to Jupiter to get more stupider.” “Girls 
rule, boys drool.” “Anything you can do, I can 
do better.” Since we’re six years old, intelligence 
between genders has always been a debatable topic; 
not necessarily academically yet common knowl-
edge between most boys and girls.  Boys and girls 
are informed on very different topics – boys know 
about sports, cars and fighting; girls know about 
nails, prices, fashion, and makeup. There are girls 
and boys who beat this stereotype and are knowl-
edgeable in the opposite gender’s area. 
 We wanted to see how many, or if any 
people at all, could beat this stereotype. Below you 
will find answers to questions that each gender felt 
the opposite gender would struggle to answer cor-
rectly. ld. The name and grade is attached to each 
answer. Asterisks (*) are placed next to the correct 
answers. If no one answered the question correctly, 
the proper answer is directly below.

Male Questions and Female Answers:
Which basketball player scored 100 points in one 
game?
o Michael Jordan. Is he even a basketball 
player? – Amy Augello, 9.
o Michael Jordan. – Hannah McFadden, 9.
o I don’t know. – Anonymous, 10.
Answer: Wilt Chamberlin.

What is the fastest car?
o ’67 Red Chevy. – Hannah McFadden, 9.
o F1 McLaren. – Anonymous, 9.*
o Ferrari or Lambroghini. – Karina Rhem, 9.
o Something cool. Something black and 
sleek. You know. –Anonymous, 8.

Name any pitcher in the MLB.
o I don’t know anything about baseball but 
like Derek Jeter… and like that old guy. Babe Ruth, 
there you go. – Karina Rhem, 9.
o Babe Ruth. Wait! That’s a woman! – Cyn-
thia Soto, 9.
Answer: Pedro Martinez, Mike Mussina, Carl Pa-
vano, Roger Clemens, etc.

Who is the shortstop for the NY Yankees?
o Derek Jeter. – Karen Moy, 9.*
o Derek Jeter. He’s just the main man. 
– Karina Rhem, 9.*
o Hideki Matsui. He plays for them, yeah? 
– Anonymous, 7. 

Who is Andre Aggasi?
o A tennis player. – Catherine Sbeglia, 9.*
o A surfer. – Solemia Gainza, 9.
o A tennis player. – Anonymous, 10.*
o A singer? – Karina Rhem, 9.

What is a cross for fighting?
o When you punch the left side with the right 
hand. – Jolijt Tamanaha, 9.*
o A stab in the stomach. – Karina Rhem, 9.
o An uppercut. – Takesha Graham, 9.

Who is Nas?
o A surfer. – Solemia Gainza, 9.
o A basketball player. – Catherine Sbeglia, 9.
o A rapper. – Amy Augello, Jasira Stephens, 
Noelle Cotti, Karina Rhem, 9.*
Female Questions and Male Answers:
How much does it cost to get a manicure/pedicure?
o $36.00. – Thomas Romero-North, 9.*
o $20.00. – Desmon Palmer, 9.
o    $40.00. – Joshua Rodriguez, 9.

How much does a Coach wristlet cost?
o $100. – Thomas Romero-North, 9.
o What’s a wristlet? – Hkeem Anderson, 9.
o As in a bracelet? – Joshua Rodriguez, 9.
o $50.00, I don’t know. – Greg Conroy, 10.*

Why aren’t you supposed to sleep with makeup on?
o It ruins. -Thomas Romero-North, 9.
o It gets on the pillow. – Joshua Rodriguez, 9.
o It’ll damage their skin. – Wasim Salim, 9.*
o They’ll get old and wrinkly. – Santiago 
Preciado, 9.
o How the hell am I supposed to know? 
– Greg Conroy, 10.
o It won’t come off in the morning. – Thomas 
Kozlowski, 10.

Why is Nicole Richie famous?
o Isn’t she dead? Wait, oh. Lionel Richie’s 
daughter. –Santiago Preciado, 9
o Because of Paris Hilton. – Mark Gakin, 9.
o Is she the dead or the skinny one? – Joshua 
Rodriguez, 9. 
o She was adopted by Lionel Richie. – Thom-
as Kozlowski, 10.*
Answer: Hollywood socialite, adopted by Lionel 
Richie. Starred on the show ‘The Simple Life’.

What do most girls find attractive about a guy?
o Funny/charming, abs, muscles. – Joshua 
Rodriguez, 9.
o Eyes. – Mark Gakin, 9.
o Hair. - Thomas Romero-North, 9.
o Bubble butt. – Richie Pineda and Desmon 
Palmer, 9.
o Face. – Greg Conroy, 10.
o Height and eyes. – Thomas Kozlowski, 10.
Answer: There really is no correct answer. It is 
based solely on the individual. Majority of girls say 
that sense of humor is extremely attractive.

How tall must a female model be?
o 5’8”. – Thomas Romero-North.*
o 6’0”. – Santiago Preciado.
o 4’8”. – Desmon Palmer.

Name two ‘Plastics’ from the movie Mean Girls.
o Reggie and Gretchen. – Desmon Palmer, 9.
o Regina and Caty. – Mark Gakin, 9.*
Answer: Regina, Caty, Gretchen and Karen are all 
members of the ‘Plastics’.

So maybe stereotypes are harder to prove wrong 
than people thought. As you can see every question 
has at least one confused answer, however, at least 
one boy answered the question correctly. There 
were questions that no girl knew the answer to. This 
goes to show that many girls do not know much 
about sports; proving this particular stereotype true. 
Girls felt that most boys wouldn’t know about girly 
stuff but the answers prove that guys know a lot 
more about us than we thought. It is interesting to 
see how much, or even how little we know about 
the opposite sex, who we see and interact with on a 
daily basis.

 Gossip Girl 
with a twist, is one 
way to look at “It 
Chicks.” The twist? 
All the characters do 
not already have it 
made for them, but 
instead are trying to 
push themselves up 
to the top at a famous 
performing arts high 
school and are mostly 
minorities. However, 
there is just as much 
drama and it is just as 
addicting to read.
 The main 
character Tangie goes 
through both relation-
ship and body image 
issues. She is very 
naïve to this stardom-
driven world. She 
struggles with her 
weight from being 
constantly reminded 
that she is too curvy 
too be a dancer and 
struggled with emo-
tions from her run-
away mother, verging 
on pedophile father, 
and boys that give her 
very mixed signals. 
She is never too sure 
about what to do.
 Tangie’s 
“best-too-wrapped-
up-in-herself-to-be-
friend”, Skye, had 
a seemingly perfect 
life until you looked 
closer. Her mother 
constantly compared 
her to her more 
beautiful and slim-
mer sister, she was in 
love with a boy who 
was secretly gay, and 
her self-esteem was 
so low she had to put 
others down to make 
herself feel better. 
She might have had 
power but it’s a fair 
question whether she 
really had friends.
 Skye’s sis-
ter, Eden is the girl 
everyone would love 

to be. With her never 
ending wardrobe, tall 
slim body, and amaz-
ing acting talent she 
seems to have it all. 
Even after breaking 
up with her equally 
amazing boyfriend, 
Trey, she manages 
to land one of the 
most popular rap-
pers. However, she 
may have to rethink 
her priorities. The 
rapper she is dating, 
Smoove, is attractive, 
rich and famous. But 
he is also a lying, 
selfish guy involved 
in drugs and violence. 
She looks past all of 
his negative quali-
ties to ensure that she 
will get the attention 
she longs after in the 
tabloids.
 C.J. is a tenth 
grade boy who gets 
attention from girls 
of all ages. He is an 
attractive, funny guy, 
and seemingly tough 
on the outside. He is 
the boy Tangie has 
loved for years. They 
were best friends for 
a long time as Tangie 
sat back and watched 
as he carelessly got 
with a bunch of girls, 
but never her. When 
the timing was finally 
right between them, 
Tangie messed it up 
with a misunderstand-
ing and a very rude 
announcement. 
 Although 
there are other dra-
ma and issue filled 
characters, these are 
the main ones. As I 
finished the book I 
could not believe it 
was ending. It seemed 
like so much more 
was left to happen 
for each character. I 
won’t say what ends 
up happening to them 
but before they get to 
that point a lot of cra-
zy things have to hap-
pen first. I hope there 
is a sequel because I 
could not help won-
dering “what happens 
next?” I would defi-
nitely recommend “It 
Chicks.” 

Book Review: It 
Chicks ByJessie Heller



Getting Into College
By Kimberly Banjoko

With Tatiana Lam and Fretty 
Huang
Feel like this IB work is all go-
ing to waste, and we’re all just 
stressing for no reason? Well, 
this stuff will pay off! Here are 
two students who graduated from 
OUR school with an IB Diploma, 
and which them into (surprise, 
surprise) good schools. Fretty is 
currently attending Brown Uni-
versity, and Tatiana is contemplat-
ing attending Yale.

So, how did you college journey 
begin?
I have been a nerd since the 7th 
grade, when I would read college 
guides for advisory. Then I joined 
Sunnyside’s classes in 9th grade, 
but eventually dropped out until 
11th grade when I returned, but 
either way I would not recom-
mend anyone to drop out of 
classes. Anyway my college 
obsession, not journey, was too 
much. I don’t think people need 
to go in the path I went to be 
admitted into a good school.

What do you want to major in?
I do not know what I want to 
major in, and that is good, no 
matter what other people say. I 
might do a combination of Latin 
American Studies, Ethnic/Gender 
Studies and Literature. Of course 
I am also planning to study other 
foreign languages intensively. I’m 
a big fan of schools with student-
designed majors, because they let 
you work more around something 
you really want to do instead of 
trying to make you choose be-
tween all these disciplines, which 
are obviously connected.

What colleges did you apply to?
I’m still not done applying. 
Besides Yale, I am applying to 
Harvard, Brown, the University of 
Chicago, Northwestern, Welles-
ley, Mount Holyoke, Swarthmore, 
Oberlin, Skidmore, CUNY Hon-
ors Hunter, Bard, Eugene Lang 
and Binghamton. 

What made you decide to have 
early action instead of early 
decision?
Well, Yale only has an early 
action option. Early action is not 
binding so I do not necessarily 
have to go there if I’m admitted. 
In order to be early-anything you 
have to be really into the school, 
and be able to work hard, so I 
never thought I would actually 
do any kind of early admission 
option, it is a very tight commit-
ment. 

When did you begin planning for 
early action?
Two weeks before. That was not 
good, but I had just met the Yale 
representative around four weeks 
before the early action deadline, 
and she said she wanted to get 
a couple of people from BSGE 
to definitely apply to Yale early 
action, so I was kind of taken by 
surprise, and everything went 
very fast. I sweated and cried so 
many times on the week of the 
deadline.

Do you have a full scholarship? 
Who granted it to you?
I still do not know my financial 
aid situation, I have to send in 
my information to Yale and they 
will get back to me in about two 
months or so.

If not, how are you going to pay 
for college?
If they do not offer me money, I 
am going to have to choose an-
other school that does. I am hop-
ing to get grants from the schools 
and minimal loans from them 
in order to pay for my college 
tuition. I am planning to apply to 
some scholarships, but I am only 
limited to some that I am eligible 
for, so I am really depending a lot 
on the schools.

What would have been your 
second choice if you didn’t get 
into Yale?

that, I want to be an activist, 
organizer, or at least an educator 
in the social justice field. I do 
not think any of these are jobs or 
should be considered jobs, but I 
do think they are necessary. To 
some extent, I am already doing 
some of these things, and so I am 
envisioning college as a place 
where my knowledge can grow, 
so I could bring it back to the 
communities I serve today.

Additional tips
Do not obsess over the Ivies, 
make sure Peter likes you. Keep 
up your grades. Stay at BSGE.

Kimberley Banjoko
5:04pm 
Hey Fretty! I am e-mailing you 
on behalf of the bacc-rag and 
was wondering, how’d you get 
into Brown? Many students are 
wondering, and envy your full 
scholarship. write as much as you 
can thanks!
 Fretty Huang
12:14am 
Hey! 
It was really all that work that I 
did in junior year that helped me 
get into Brown. I took a lot of 
SAT-prep classes. I was in LEDA 
(Godwina, current senior of 
BSGE, is in it now) and through 
that program, I took even MORE 
classes (APs). Currently, you’re 
on your way to getting that IB 
diploma (congrats!!) and if you’re 
doing extra stuff on top of your 
already hectic schedule, it will re-
ally shine through. For me, I had 
a lot of community service hours 
and several AP scores. Junior year 
is going to be tough, trust me i 
was so busy running around that i 
barely had time for friends but it’s 
all worth it! I’m having so much 
fun at Brown (you should visit by 
the way!). 

Ok so there isn’t an exact formula 
for getting into an ivy league 
school because they can be quite 
odd in their selection of students. 
But here are some things that you 
can do:
1. Get your SAT scores up! Prac-
tice, practice! Study your vocabs. 
As for the writing portion, there 
are some books that will basically 
work for ALL topics. For me they 
were “Siddhartha,” “Invisible 
Man,” and any of Shakespeare’s 
works. Use what you know. 
Books that you have analyzed 
before in English class will work 
great.
2. Take some SAT IIs at the end 
on your junior year. Some schools 
(depending on your major or 
department) require certain SAT 
IIs. Taking the SAT IIs in your 
junior year will help you get some 
of these requirements out of the 
way so that you wont have to do 
everything ALL at once and if 
your scores are low, you can take 
them again. Be prepared for the 
SAT IIs. 
3. Do something interesting that 
will set you apart from others. I 
started Culture Night. It will look 
great in your application if you 
have a whole list of clubs/activi-
ties that you were involved in. It 
looks even better if you took the 
initiative to START something.
4. Start brainstorming ideas for 
your personal statement. Start 
writing at the latest by April/May.
5. Get to know Peter really well. 
HAHAH he will help you out 
A LOT!! Although it might be 
frustrating at times when he tells 
you to do 32348923 drafts, stick 
it out! You need to stay on his 
good side.
6. Start looking into scholarships! 
There are a whole bunch of them 
that you can already start apply-
ing to! 

GOOD LUCK. I applaud you 
for seeking advice, it shows how 
badly you want to go to a good 
college. Message me if you ever 
have any more questions.

I still have the option of choosing 
another school. At first I really 
liked Brown and this other school 
Pomona, but right now I just want 
all my options laid out before I 
decide, I have until May 1st. 

What are the extra curricular ac-
tivities you did? What leadership 
activities did you participate in?
I think extracurricular activities 
were what put me above a lot of 
other candidates. However, it was 
not so because I sat down one day 
and decided I needed to do every 
extracurricular activity possible 
– I just had fun with it. Seriously, 
at the beginning of this year all I 
wanted to do was do my extracur-
ricular activities, but SAT classes 
and the college process got in 
the way. I had to retake my SATs 
because I did not get the desired 
score on the math section, and I 
really regret that. If you can get 
your SATs (Is & IIs) over before 
you start your senior year, do so! 
Some of my major extracurricular 
activities were: Global Action 
Project (subprograms: Urban 
Voices, Bacc Up, Media in Ac-
tion, United States Social Forum 
crew, Youth Breaking Borders, 
Summer Media Institute), Help-
ing Hands Committee, Youth-
Activists Youth-Allies Network, 
Reading & Writing Seminar at 
Sunnyside, PEN Writing Institute, 
Urban Visionaries Film Festival, 
Day of Silence organizing, The 
Unwanted Times, Cross-Age 
Tutoring, Grassroots Media 
Conference, Asian American In-
ternational Film Festival, Socrates 
Sculpture Park volunteering, 
Soundfest Concert volunteering 
and yoga classes.

How did you prep for college?
Sunnyside classes are always 
useful, and do not drop out! Other 
than that, I kept up my grades.

What is your GPA?
There is no GPA at our school.

What do colleges focus on the 
most, besides grades and leader-
ship? Is the IB program a plus?
Well your entire transcript is 
really the most important thing, 
so I would recommend staying 
focused on keeping your grades 
up because I know people that 
are working really hard right now 
but could never make up for the 
years before that, and a lot of 
problems are coming up for them. 
Schools want to know that you 
are challenging yourself, and for 
that reason the IB program will 
help you immensely, because a 
lot of schools are aware of the 
program’s rigorous coursework. 
I will not deny that we are better 
than AP (advanced placement) 
because we have CAS, per-
sonal project, extended essay, 
oral presentations and Theory of 
Knowledge requirements. 

Now that you are an icon of suc-
cess, do you feel achieved?
If there is anything I want to 
emphasize from this interview 
is that acceptance into Yale or 
any Ivy-League school does not 
equate success. The Ivies are 
among the best universities in the 
world, but really achievement is 
about the individual. You want to 
know that a school is supporting 
you financially and academically, 
but really you are the one that 
makes the most of your education 
by using all the resources and 
opportunities available to you at 
these schools. Everyone has to 
read an article that Peter has, it 
talks about the obsession with 
Ivy-League schools, and how so 
many people now attending the 
Ivies are extremely depressed and 
statistically do not necessarily do 
better than other undergrads at 
other schools.

Where do you see yourself 5 
years from now? Your dream job, 
perhaps?
I look forward to graduate school 
after undergraduate school. After 

Dr. Mandler’s Two Cents
by Dr. Mandler
As a first-year teacher 
at BSGE, I was pleas-
antly surprised to see 
that my new school has 
a student-run newspaper 
that publishes frank and 
uncensored articles by 
its students on a regular 
basis. More than that, 
it has been really heart-
ening to see that most 
students in the school 
eagerly read some of 
the articles written by 
its journalists, some of 
whom are not afraid to 
masquerade as my tenth-
grade English students 
during the day. Without 
directly responding to 
any previously-published 
observations on the qual-
ity of the school, I’d like 
to offer my own in way 
of a little story.
Just after I finished 
tenth grade in Budapest, 
Hungary, my family 
decided to move to New 
York. Imagine leaving 
school in the middle of 
your high school stud-
ies, leaving behind all of 
your friends (without the 
modern benefit of instant 
messaging and emails) 
and plunging into an ut-
terly foreign world with 
an utterly foreign lan-
guage to master. True, I 
could write letters to my 
former classmates every 
day—which I did—and 
call my best friend from 
time to time—which I 
also did—but none of 
this was helpful in any 
way in finding actual 
living replacements for 
all my friends lost. 
Instantly, I went from a 
well-liked member of the 
student body in a school 
that was very similar to 
BSGE in its standards 
and student population 
size to absolute anonym-
ity in a school that has 
since been closed as 
one of New York City’s 
most dangerous public 
schools. 
I can still vividly recall 
my first impressions 
of high school in New 
York. It was of a gigantic 
security guard, about 
300 pounds, stationed 
in a chair in front of 
the only door that was 
used to admit students 
in the morning, sipping 
a can of diet coke with 
a facial expression of 
utter boredom. When I 
approached this enor-
mous man, he barked out 
two words with which I 
had previously been ut-
terly unfamiliar: program 
card. He repeated the 
dreaded words many 
times, but I was at a loss 

as to how to respond 
since my English skills 
had been almost non-ex-
istent. It was only when 
I saw the other students, 
pushing and shoving 
each other in earnest and 
in fun, pull out a piece of 
paper from their back-
packs that I understood 
what the security guard 
may have wanted. When 
I finally was allowed 
to enter the building, I 
was greeted by a stench 
that almost hurled me 
back again outside. As I 
later discovered, it was 
the noxious admixture 
of the wafting vapors 
of the reheated French 
fries, hamburgers, fish 
burgers and other food 
items emanating from 
the nearby kitchen 
and the perspiration of 
thousands of students 
shoving one another as 
they entered the build-
ing. To my astonishment, 
more than three thou-
sand and five hundred 
students attended this 
school. Once in, we went 
to class like cows led 
to slaughter. Security 
guards were everywhere. 
Despite this, muggings, 
or loudly expressed 
threats thereof, were so 
frequent that I never took 
my watch to school. (In 
fact, I had only begun 
to wear watches again 
many years into college). 
Heavy black bars outside 
the windows obscured 
the view either to make 
sure students would not 
jump out (perhaps out of 
desperation or boredom) 
or break in after school 
(out of a desire to enrich 
themselves by taking all 
that could be moved). 
True, we had had some 
very good teachers. The 
English as a Second 
Language program was 
especially strong, and I 
had found a little island 
of toleration in the ESL 
classes amidst the sea 
of utter indifference of 
the mainstream “Ameri-
can” students I would 
later encounter in twelfth 
grade when I was finally 
“mainstreamed.”  For 
me, this was high school 
“in America.”

All of this was a far cry 
from the school I had 
left in Budapest, Hun-
gary. The brand-new 
building was sunny and 
spacious, and we had a 
small-enough school to 
develop real interest in 
each other’s work and 
lives. We even had an 
underground culture 

with a locker room into 
which no teacher ever 
stepped… Although 
much more modern in 
its construction, it was a 
school that very closely 
resembled BSGE. Yet, 
what counts the most in 
a school is not merely 
its physical structure 
but also its culture, and 
in that, my former high 
school in Budapest and 
BSGE are very similar. 
I find BSGE an open 
place where students are 
not afraid to strike up a 
conversation or two with 
their teachers; where 
teachers have extremely 
high expectations of 
students; where all of 
the teachers are highly 
qualified and have either 
been teaching for a very 
long time or have other 
kinds of real-life experi-
ence; where students 
know each other very 
well and, on the whole, 
want to help each other 
succeed; where chewing 
gum is allowed in some 
while disallowed in other 
classes (such as in mine 
as it has always remind-
ed me of cows on a field, 
and I just don’t want 
any cows in my classes); 
where the administra-
tion is available for both 
teachers and students; 
and, finally, where it is a 
real pleasure to work. If 
I were a student at BSGE 
right now, I know that I 
would be “stressed out” 
by the amount of work 
and would even feel it 
unfair to have to do so 
much homework, but 
I would also think that 
BSGE provides the high-
est quality education that 
public and private money 
can buy. Having taught 
at two private schools 
and a private college 
before, I know it is so.
In whatever way you 
may view BSGE, I hope 
to see a continuation of 
uncensored and frank 
articles appear in the 
newspaper. What we 
can certainly do to make 
our school better is to 
eliminate comma splices, 
passive voice structures, 
fragments and run-ons 
from our writing. 
Seriously, the one thing 
each one of us can do to 
make BSGE better is to 
make ourselves better in 
every way one day at a 
time.
Dr. Mandler teaches 
10th grade English and 
twelfth grade Theory of 
Knowledge.


