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4th Annual 
Boat Dance 
Canceled!
Beautiful	dresses,	
done-up	hair,	great	
makeup,	button-up	
shirts,	and	fancy	shoes	
will	all	not	be	in	at-
tendance	at	Friday’s	
boat	dance.	In	fact,	
neither	will	the	stu-
dents.	This	year’s	boat	
dance	was	canceled	
because	of	low	ticket	
sales.	It	looks	like	
the	dance	that	usually	
sells	itself	is	losing	its	
appeal.	One	student	
who	didn’t	by	a	ticket	
blamed	it	on	a	boring	
dance	last	year	and	
asks	that	next	year	we	
do	something	creative.	

Cramtations
Cramming: A procrastinators’ blunder or study technique?
By Jolijt Tamanaha
 High	school	stu-
dents	won’t	be	in	class	af-
ter	the	16th;	unfortunately	
Tuesday	is	not	the	start	of	
their	summer	vacation.	In	
fact,	it’s	the	beginning	of	
Regents	week;	a	stressful	
week	of	#2	pencils,	prac-
tice	tests,	Baron’s	Books	
and	the	smell	of	newly	
printed,	never	opened,	test	
packets.	
	 Those	days	when	
high	school	students	don’t	
need	to	come	are	designed	
to	give	everyone	time	to	
prepare	for	the	tests.	So	
how	should	they	allocate	
that	time?	Is	it	best	to	relax	
in	your	hammock	with	an	
iced	tea	and	then	bail	your-
self	out	with	an	all	night	
cram	session?	Or	should	
you	study	a	little	each	day?		
	 Those	who	
choose	the	latter,	maybe	
for	sake	of	sounding	

studied	with	intervals	were	
at	the	same	level	as	they	
were	before.	
	 If	you’re	looking	
to	retain	the	knowledge	for	
the	future,	cramming	is	not	

the	answer.	But	if	you’re	
looking	only	to	pass	the	
test,	this	study	says,	“Hey,	
relax,	grab	a	book	and	
pour	yourself	some	more	
tea.”

Study Groups
by Jolijt Tamanaha
	 Another	study	
technique:	try	studying	in	
a	group	with	supportive	
people	taking	the	same	
test.	When	you	work	with	
a	group	of	students	it	can	
motivate	you	to	study	for	
longer.	If	you	don’t	know	
the	answer	to	a	question,	
chances	are	one	of	your	
study	buddies	does.	
	 Set	goals	and	
put	someone	in	charge	of	
making	sure	they	hap-
pen.	Keep	up	a	positive	
attitude.	If	everyone	in	the	

group	keeps	a	“can-do”	
and	“will-do”	attitude,	the	
group	sessions	will	be	very	
productive.	
	 Just	remember,	
a	study	session	shouldn’t	
be	for	socializing.	Make	
sure	all	members	come	
prepared	and	ready	to	
study.	Everyone	should	
participate	equally	and	
have	respect	for	the	other	
people.
	 Most	importantly:	
study	in	a	quiet	place	with	
no	distractions.	Good	luck.

responsible,	might	actually	
end	up	with	a	lower	score	
than	those	cramming.
	 	A	study	con-
ducted	at	the	University	of	
California,	titled,	“Increas-
ing	Retention	Without	
Increasing	Study	Time,”	
found	that	the	better	tech-
nique	actually	depends	on	
your	motives.
	 Apparently	cram-
mers	scored	much	higher	
on	tests	taken	immediately	
after	studying	than	those	
taken	by	people	who	stud-
ied	at	a	slower	pace	with	
intervals	but	re-read	the	
material	only	half	as	many	
times	as	the	crammers.	
All	of	the	crammers	got	
perfect	scores	while	the	1	
out	of	3	of	other	group	had		
perfect	scores.	However,	
after	a	period	of	6	months	
the	crammers	had	lost	
most	of	the	information	
and	the	people	who	had	

Kristen	Spang	placed	
66th	in	PSAL	doubles.
The	article	“Living	in	
the	Shadow	of	Alco-
cholism”	was		written	
by		Elisavet.	Makridis
Names:
Marcelo	Jimenez	de	
Archulega
Frankie	Alvarez
Chris	Alvarez
Nick	Alvarez
Sorry	for	any	inconve-
niences	caused	by	the	
misprints.

oops.

Prom 2008. Keron	Rose	and	Karen	Abbas	were	crowned	King	and	Queen.	Congratulations!	
	PHOTO	BY	DAVID	ROYSTER

	 Prom	is	an	an-
nual	event	in	schools	all	
across	the	nation,	but	it	
never	seems	to	lose	its	
spunk	among	the	faculty	
and	students.	It’s	an	event	
that reflects on the accom-
plishments	of	the	students	
graduating	from	high	
school	and	gives	them	the	
opportunity	to	say	good-
bye	to	their	classmates	a	
final time in a special way. 
This	year’s	prom	was	no	
exception	with	more	than	
half	of	the	class	of	2008	
in	attendance.	Staged	at	
Douglaston	Manor	in	
Douglaston,	many	students	
arrived	by	limo	in	groups,	
while	others	came	quietly,	
driven	by	proud	parents.	
	 A	representative	
of	Senior	Council,	Marisa	
Reichel,	spoke	about	the	
prom	the	day	after;	“The	
prom	was	the	last	big	se-
nior	party	and	it	really	hit	
us	that	the	year	is	actually	
ending;	we’re	all	leaving,	
and	it’s	hard	to	say	good-

bye	to	a	school	that	we’ve	
known	so	long;	it’s	hard	
to	say	goodbye	to	BSGE”.	

Earlier	in	the	school	year,	
when	prom	ticket	sales	
were	slumping,	Reichel	
was	one	of	the	more	vo-
cal	seniors,	encouraging	
students	to	buy	tickets.	
	 Notable	teachers	
in	attendance	were	Jim	He-

ine,	Jim	Napolitano,	Adam	
Noor,	Milena	Mihalache,	
Melissa	Hinson,	and	sever-
al	others.	While	the	chap-
eroning	teachers	enjoyed	
themselves,	no	teacher	was	
more	animated	than	Virge	
Ramos,	who	conversed	and	
danced	among	the	students	
all	throughout	the	night,	
clearly	happy	to	be	cel-
ebrating	the	class	of	2008.		
	 Early	into	the	
prom,	an	unexpected	ap-
pearance	gave	additional	
life	to	the	prom.	A	group	of	
teachers	from	Louis	Arm-
strong	high	school	crashed	
BSGE’s	senior	prom,	
dancing	in	an	unorthodox	
fashion,	especially	for	
what	is	culturally	accepted	
for	teachers	of	that	age.	
Though	the	group	of	15	or	
so	danced	among	them-
selves	within	their	group,	
their	dancing	was	so	
cultivating	that	it	attracted	
much	of	the	senior	class;	
by	the	end	of	the	night,	
everyone	loved	the	teach-

ers	from	Louis	Armstrong	
that	crashed	the	BSGE	
prom.	“There	were	really	
drunk	middle-aged	teach-
ers	that	ended	up	crashing	
the	prom,	making	the	night	
unexpectedly	a	lot	more	
fun;	easily	the	best	dancers	
of	the	night	were	the	Louis	
Armstrong	teachers”,	said	
(Marisa)	Reichel.		
	 The	students	went	
their	separate	ways	at	the	
conclusion	of	the	prom,	
some	going	to	continue	
the	celebration	through	the	
night	and	into	the	morning,	
and	others	going	home	to	
celebrate	quietly.	Those	
hours	spent	at	the	prom	
were	the	hours	that	the	
students	got	to	enjoy	them-
selves	with	their	fellow	
classmates one final time 
as	members	of	the	BSGE	
student	body	-	senior	
student	Rachel	Ryan	put	it	
quite	simply;	“It	was	a	nice	
way	to	close	out	senior	
year”.	by Daniel Fridman

Pass the Ball! At 
the Sports Dinner
On	May	29th,	the	BSGE	
students	who	participated	
in	the	school’s	sports	teams	
this	year	gathered	to-
gether	for	the	1st	annual	
BSGE	Sports	Dinner.		The	
boys	and	girls	of	the	two	
basketball	teams,	softball	
team,	and	baseball	team	
brought	along	their	friends	
and	family	to	celebrate	the	
teams’	accomplishments	
and	the	end	of	the	school	
year.		While	the	Sting	and	
family filled themselves 
up	with	delicious	food,	
the	coaches	gave	out	the	
awards.		The	Bacc	Rag	
wishes	them	the	best	of	
luck	next	year!

Central Park At-
tacked by the 9th 
Grade
The	relaxing	tourists	ran,	
the birdies flew away and 
the	trees	withered	at	the	
screams	of	the	arriving	
freshman!	On	June	6th	the	
9th	grade	spent	the	day	in	
the	park	playing	sports,	
eating	lunch	and	lounging	
in	the	sun.

Congratulations to the 
Class of 2008! 

Have a successful and 
happy life and al-

ways remember your  
friends and memories 

at BSGE.
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If you’re 
interested in writ-
ing, designing, or 
drawing for the 

BACC Rag 
next year, come to 
our meet the first 

Thursday of 
September.
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Teacher of the Month: Ms. Kerri Mahaney
By Kelly Vasilopoulos
Subject:	Algebra
Grade(s):	8

What do you think of the 
kids in your classes? Do 
they misbehave or are 
they generally well-be-
haved?
I	love	the	kids	in	my	
classes.	Yeah	they	misbe-
have,	to	a	normal	degree.	
They’re	normal;	lovely	
and	normal.	I	believe	that	
all	kids	are	good	people.	I	
believe	that	people	go	bad	
between	like	the	ages	of	22	
and	60.

What is the weirdest h.w. 
excuse you have ever 
heard?
Jamal	H.	has	the	best	
homework	excuses	
this	year.	His	cousin,	
more	than	once,	
threw	his	book-bag,	
hw	and	all,	onto	the	
subway	tracks.	It	
was	also	thrown	out	a	
window.		

tripped	Mary	Dion…and	
Mary	Dion	said	“shit”	and	
then	we	said	“We’re	telling	
your	mother	that	you	said	
that”	so	she	gave	us	money	
for	our	silence	and	then	we	
went	and	told	her	mother	
anyway.	But	I	don’t	think	
I	would	have	done	that.	
I	think	that	was	totally	
Lisa	Stanger.	I	still	feel	
bad.	I	still	see	Mary	Dion	
sometimes.	I	still	feel	bad.	
So	she	paid	us	and	we	told	
her	mother.	What	were	we	
thinking?	I	feel	horrible.	
I	don’t	even	like	to	talk	
about	that.		

Did you ever run away 
from home when you 
were younger?
Yes,	one	time.	I	got	really	
mad	at	my	parents,	I	was	
in	high	school.	But	I	just	
remember	getting	mad.	I	
felt	like	all	they	did	was	
tell	me	to	feed	the	cats	and	
that	was	it.	It	started	when	
I	said	I	was	going	to	the	
mall	to	get	my	paycheck	
and	I	just	have	this	vivid	
memory	of	them	looking	
up	from	newspapers	and	
going	like,	no.	And	I	said,	
why?	And	they	said	the	
most	dreaded	words	ever,	
“because	we	said	so.”	I	
was	like,	no.	And	I	left,	I	
took	their	car	even.	To	the	
mall,	and	I	didn’t	come	
home	for	three	weeks.	I	
lived	at	a	friend’s	house.	
They	knew	I	was	there.	It	
did	get	to	the	point	where	I	
knew	that	I	couldn’t	just	go	
home,	and,	I	don’t	know.	
I	just	wanted	them	to	call	
me	and	say	“Why	don’t	
you	just	come	home	now?”	
and	I	would.	And	it	just	
took	them	like	three	weeks	
to	do	that.	The	beauty	of	
it	was	that	because	three	
weeks	had	passed	I	didn’t	
get	in	trouble…for	taking	
their	car	to	the	mall.	But	
I	returned	the	car	that	
first night. Quietly, my 
friend	and	I	rolled	it	in	the	
driveway.			

What are you really good 
at?
Oh	god,	I	hate	this	ques-
tion,	because	I’m	not	
really	good	at	anything.	
I’m	a	jack	of	all	trades.	
I’m	a	good	shopper.	Even	
for	other	people.	Oh,	I’m	
really	good	at	going	to	
someone	else’s	closet	and	
finding them stuff to wear 
and	I’m	really	good	at	
going	in	there	and	totally	
reorganizing	their	closet.	
I’m	really	a	neat	freak.	
And then, figuring out 
different	combinations	and	
telling	them	ultimately	
what	they	need	to	buy.	I’m	
really	good	at	that.	I’m	
good	at	organizing.	It’s	so	
boring.	I	want	to	be	good	
at	something	else.	I	want	
to	be	a	good	singer.			

Thank You for your time, 
Ms. Mahaney.

know	like,	on	the	subway.	
You	know,	I	don’t	see	the	
person	in	crutches	needs	
a	seat	because	I’m	busy	
reading	or	listening	to	mu-
sic	and	therefore	it’s	okay.	
I	feel	like	no,	that’s	rude,	
you’re	responsible	for	pay-
ing	attention.	And	I	hate	
that,	it	makes	me	furious.	

Do you believe in love at 
first site? 
No,	I	believe	in	interest	at	
first sight. You might be 
right,	it	might	be	love	but	
that	would	be	a	coinci-
dence.		

What’s your favorite TV 
show?
The Office, oh my god, I 
love The Office. It’s the 
only	TV	show	I	watch,	the	
only	one	I	like.

How would you describe 
your fashion style?
Hmm…trendy	old	lady

What do you love about 
yourself?
That	I	know	how	to	play.	
And	I’m	not	afraid	to	do	
it.	Like,	I	play	with	my	
son…I	have	no	trouble	
playing	his	silly	games.	I	
can	be	very	silly	and	I	like	
it….My	ability	to	be	silly,		

What’s a really bad habit 
that you have?
I’m	overly	critical.	I	
always	forget	see	how	full	
the	glass	is.	I’m	always	
self-critical.	At	the	end	of	
the	week	my	question	to	
myself	is	“What	did	you	
get	done?”	when	it	should	
be	“Did	you	have	a	good	
time?”	I	need	to	get	rid	of	
that.

Would you ever dye your 
hair completely blue?
Not	for	no	reason.	If	there	
was	a	good	reason	for	it,	
yeah…although	I’d	rather	
go	green.	Like,	if	every-
body	in	the	eighth	grade	
got	an	A	in	math…and	it	
was	a	deal,	I	would	dye	my	
hair	green.	Or	if	I	could	
cure	world	hunger	or	world	
peace…who	wouldn’t	
though?	I	just	wouldn’t	do	
it	for	no	reason	at	all.	

Are you a secret keeper 
or a blabber mouth?
A	total	secret	keeper,	total.	
I	got	a	lot	of	them	in	here	
[pointing	to	her	head].		
		

What’s the meanest 
thing you’ve ever done to 
anyone?
This	is	not	the	meanest	
thing	I’ve	ever	done…it	
just popped in first. I’m 
still	guilty	about	it.	When	I	
was	in	third	grade	maybe.	
I	was	with	my	friend	Lisa	
Stanger	and…I	was	totally	
influenced by Lisa Stanger. 
We	ran	into	this	other	girl	
Mary	Dion	and	I	think	
Lisa	Stanger	might	have	

I	played	soccer.	In	fact,	
started	the	girl’s	soccer	
team.	It	didn’t	exist	prior	
to	my	friend	and	I	starting	
one.	I	was	one	of	those	
front	people	that	ran.	I	
can’t	remember	what	
they’re	called.	It’s	been	a	
long	time.	A	forward	or	
something,	I	remember	be-
ing	on	the	right	hand	side.			

What’s the stupidest 
thing you’ve ever done?
Hmm…I’ve	done	a	lot	of	
stupid	things.	Hmm…I’ve	
done	a	lot,	really	stupid.	
I’ll	go	with	the	most	recent	
one.	I	recently	locked	my-

self	out	of	my	apart-
ment.	I	was	

new	to	my	
building.	

And	the	
dumb	
thing	
about	
it	was	

I	was	
wearing	

like	pajamas	
and	I	had	no	shoes	

on,	no	money,	nothing.	I	
was	standing	in	the	hall	
barefoot,	pajamas,	wet	
hair,	and	just	looking	at	
how	bleak	the	hallway	
looked.	Like,	I	imag-
ined	myself	sleeping	out	
there…that	was	dumb.	I	
knew	three	people	in	the	
building.	One	was	my	
babysitter	and	she	was	not	
home…she	has	keys	to	
my	apartment.	So	I	went	
down	to	some	people	on	
the third floor. They have 
a	son	my	son’s	age	and	I	
sort	of	knew	them.	They	
were	home	and	they	were	
so	nice.	They	told	me	to	
come	in	and	they	made	
me	tea.	And	then	I	used	
their	phone	and	called	my	
babysitter	and	she	was	
just	pulling	up	in	front	of	
the	building.	And	it	was	a	
weekend	so	she	could	have	
been	away	for	days…she’s	
the	only	one	with	my	key.	
And	I	got	back	in	my	
apartment	in	like	an	hour	
but	I	was	potentially	look-
ing	at	a	few	days	out	in	the	
hall.								

What’s your favorite 
season? Why?
Fall…I	love	the	way	it	
smells	and,	to	me,	fall	is	
like	a	starting	over	and	ev-
erything	is	fresh	and	clean

What’s your favorite 
holiday? Why?
Christmas	because	of	my	
son…I	like	shopping	for	
him,	all	the	stories,	all	the	
fun.	Once	my	son	is	grown	
then	I	think	I’ll	go	back	to	
liking	Thanksgiving.		

What makes you mad?
Unnecessary	rudeness.	Oh,	
what	really	makes	me	mad	
is	when	people	think	that	
they	are	not	responsible	for	
paying	attention.	And	that	
translates	to	rudeness.	You	

Ever broken a body 
part?
My	toe.	At	a	restaurant.	
The	stand	where	the	
waitress	had	the	tray	on	
fell	on	my	toe.	I	got	the	
worst service. They finally 
sat	me	and	it	really	hurt.	
It	was	at	Cape	Cod	Island	
and	there	were	no	other	
restaurants.	We	were	wait-
ing	and	waiting	for	the	
food.	These	are	the	people	
that broke my toe. I finally 
was	like	“Can	I	have	some	
ice	for	my	foot?”	The	next	
thing	I	know	the	owner	
comes	out	and	goes	to	the	
table	right	next	 to	us	
and	

says	“You	
know,	I	 made	
these	 just	for	

you”	to	these	
other	people	and	“I’d	
like	you	to	try	them”.	
And	I	said	here	you	just	

broke	my	toe	and	you	
won’t	even	wait	on	me.	

It	was	so	ridiculous.	
We	ended	up	leav-

ing	the	restaurant	
just	after	eating	
the	bread.										

Who is the 
most influen-
tial person in 
your life?
Definitely 
my	parents.	

My	dad	
because	he	had	

the	best	manners.	
My	dad	was	always	
nice	to	everyone…
I	never	ever	recall	
my	dad	not	being	
nice	to	anyone	in	
his	entire	life.	My	
mom	because	she	is	
very	compassion-

ate…and	I	like	those	
traits.	

What is your secret 
to keeping your class 
interesting?
Oh	god,	is	it	interest-
ing?	Well,	I’m	not	
so	sure	it	is	always	
interesting	but	if	it	is	
interesting	the	keys	are	
maybe	like	to	let	the	
kids	control	as	much	

as	possible	and	keep	it	
about	them	as	much	as	
possible...stuff	they’re	
interested	in.	I	don’t	think	
I	always	do	that	though,	I	
have	to	work	on	that.	But	
that’s	what	an	interesting	
class	would	look	like.		

Did you play any 
sports when you were 
in school?
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Women’s Battle 
for Equality and 
Freedom by Elisavet 
Makridis and Mariam Bhatti
	 Since	the	dawn	
of	time,	women	have	
faced	a	lack	of	respect	
and	equality	against	
those	who	tried	to	ma-
nipulate	and	discourage	
them.	Many	of	us	make	
the	assumptions
that	life	for	millions	of	
women	have	taken	a	pos-
itive	turn	in	our	society.		
Escaping	the	past,	and	
learning	from	it,	helped	
build	a	promising	future	
for	females	who	decided	
to	stand	up	for	what	can-
not	be	taken	away	from	
them.		Meanwhile,	others	
live	in	the	shadows	of	a	
wrecked	home,	accom-
panied	with	the	absence	
of	civil	rights	and	suffer	
daily.	These	are	the	lives	
of	discriminated	against	
and	hopeless	woman.		
	 Even	though,	
in	reality	women	have	
charged	forward	rising	
from	the	darkness	cast	
upon	them,	the	pres-
ence	of	lack	of	progress	
in	the	society	is	a	hard	
obstacle	to	overcome	and	
is	strongly	connected	to	
the	discrimination	and	
violence	against	women.	
Women’s	rights	are	not	
taken	seriously	by	many	
governments,	and	in	
some	patriarchal	societ-
ies,	religious	beliefs	and	
traditional	customs	are	
used	as	a	barriers	for	
the	equality	between	the	
sexes.		Honor	killings	
and	genital	mutilation	
are	among	some	of	the	
more	brutal	treatment	of	
women	in	some	coun-
tries.		There	have	also	

‘BSGE Computers 
Suck [are not good]’
By Kyril Kotluvsky
	 As	a	student	at	
BSGE,	you	are	undoubted-
ly	aware	of	the	computer	
problem	in	the	school.	
Perhaps	you	may	have	
noticed	the	abundance	of	
“Need	Repair”	signs	found	
on	a	large	portion	of	the	
computers	that	you	take	
out	of	the	cart.	Some	com-
puters	appear	normal,	but	
upon	turning	them	on	you	
find that they freeze or are 
glitchy.	Often,	computers	
simply	do	not	turn	on.
	 Melissa	Hinson,	
Mouse-Squad	coordina-
tor,	blames	the	defects	on	
the	age	of	the	computers.	
“They are five years old”  
she	says.	Several	years	
ago,	the	school	received	
repair	service	from	Dell.	If	
there	was	a	problem	with	a	
computer,	a	Dell	represen-
tative would come to fix it, 
or	it	would	be	shipped	to	
repairs	and	sent	back	like	
new.	Presently,	however,	
it	is	not	that	simple.	Ms.	
Hinson	revealed	that	the	
new	policy	now	requires	
the	school	to	pay	approxi-
mately	$400	per	repair.	
You	may	say	to	yourself:	
“Well	the	school	has	a	
budget.	Why	isn’t	money	
being	allocated	to	com-
puter	repairs?”	The	answer	
is	simple:	City-wide	
budget	cuts	have	crippled	
the	school.	With	a	lack	of	
proper	funding,	the	school	
cannot	afford	the	expen-
sive	repair	option.
	 Ok,	so	the	school	
cannot	afford	to	pay	an	
outside company to fix 
the	computer	problem.	
There	is	still	Mouse-
Squad,	right?	Well,	not	
exactly.	“Mouse-Squad	is	
only	licensed	for	minor	
repair	work.	They	are	not	
legally	allowed	to	open	up	
a	computer.”	Says	Melissa	
Hinson.	“Shantanu	and	I	
are	working	on	getting	the	
license.”
	 Two	teach-
ers,	who	wish	to	remain	
anonymous,	say	that	they	
do	indeed	require	students	
to	use	computers	for	their	
classes.	They	both	said	
that	if	there	were	function-
ing	computers	that	were	
available,	that	they	would	
use	them	in	class.	“Some-
times	I	plug	mine	into	the	
projector,	and	display	it	
on	the	board	so	that	the	
students	can	see”	-	said	
one	of	the	teachers.	
	 Several	students	
were	asked	what	they	
thought	of	the	computers	
in	this	school.	A	major-
ity of their first responses 
were:	“They	suck!”	Every	
student	asked	agreed	that	
many	of	the	laptops	were	
non-functional,	and	that	
if	computers	needed	to	be	
used	in	school,	that	it	was	
better	to	go	into	the	library	
and	use	the	desktops	there	
because	they	are	always	
working.	They	also	said	
that	a	majority	of	their	
teachers	require	them	to	
use	computers	outside/
during	school,	and	that	
having	functional	comput-
ers	in	school	would	be	
a	big	help.	 	
Some	of	the	damage	done	

to	the	computers	is	simply	
a	result	of	neglect	of	the	
students	who	use	them.	
Many	computers	are	not	
plugged	in	when	the	cart	
is	opened	during	a	class.	
Some	of	them	contain	
visible	damage,	such	as	
scratches	and	stains,	or	
missing	keyboard	keys.	As	
a	student	of	BSGE,	it	is	
your	job	to	ensure	that	you	
take	care	of	the	computers	
provided	to	you,	or	risk	the	
consequence	of	not	having	
any.	A	popular	BSGE	slo-
gan	that	you	have	no	doubt	
heard	is	“Take	care	of	your	
space”,	and	it	couldn’t	be	
more	necessary.		
	 How	is	the	school	
trying	to	help	the	state	of	
technology	in	our	school	
despite	the	budget	cuts?		
The	PTA	has	been	brain-
storming	ways	to	raise	
money	through	various	
fundraisers	in	addition	to	
the	school	looking	to	try	
to	save	money	in	some	
places	to	buy	new	comput-
ers.		Any	solutions	will	be	
expensive	and	we	can’t	
expect	quick	solutions	
soon.

been	restrictions	in	some	
places	that	do	not	even	
allow	women	to	vote	such	
as	Saudi	Arabia,	United	
Arab	Emirates,	the	Vatican	
City,	Kuwait,	Bhutan	and	
Brunei.	That	way,	women’s	
voices	cannot	be	pub-
licly	known	or	heard	in	the	
society,	decreasing	their	
chances	of	actually	making	
a	change	for	the	better.
	 Discrimina-
tion	towards	women	is	
also	shown	through	the	
evident	lack	of	progress	
and	improvement	within	
the	economic	realm.		Even	
though	women	are	given	
prestigious	and	high	rank-
ing	positions	and	are	an	
important	element	for	the	
success	of	the	economy,	
women,	even	in	the	United	
States,	are	often	not	given	
the	same	pay	as	men.		In	
addition	to	earning	less	pay	
for	the	same	work,	often	
times,	women	are	expected	
to	take	care	of	family	
duties	such	as	child	care.		
Poverty	also	falls	more	
on	women	than	it	does	on	
women	which	leads	to	a	
trend	called	the	“feminiza-
tion	of	poverty,”	in	which	
two	out	of	every	three	
poor	adults	are	women.		In	
many	countries	around	the	
world,	women	are	often	
less	educated	than	their	
male	counterparts.		Even	
though	we	may	believe	
that	women	have	made	
huge	improvements	and	
have	acquired	greater	
respect	and	rights,	women	
still	have	great	challenges	
around	the	world	and	even	
in	the	United	States.

Congratulations
Class of 2008

There’s	something	about	the	class	of	2008	that	not	many	
people	can	understand.	Throughout	its	years,	BSGE’s	1st	
class	to	complete	both	MYP	and	Diploma	Programs	has	

in	my	opinion	done	much	to	be	known	as	
THE	CLASS	OF	BSGE.	

Drama,	Happiness,	Tears,	Fears,	Comedy	and	Hope	have	
all	been	part	of	the	character	of	the	Class	of	‘08	and	it	
has	been	my	utmost	pleasure	to	be	a	part	of	it.	Thank	

You	to	the	warm	and	caring	faculty	members.	
We	have	really	been,	in	a	sense,	a	Broadway	production-

--from	opening	night	at	Robert	F.	Wagner	in	7th	grade	
to the final bow at Queens Terrace on The Park this June 

23rd	at	our	graduation.	
We,	my	royal	subjects	(amazing	schoolmates),	we	leave	

them	all	screaming,	Encore,	encore!

I	leave	you	with	a	quote	I	have	tried	to	live	by	the	past	3	
years:

“Great	spirits	have	often	encountered	violent	opposition	
from	mediocre	minds”

-	Albert	Einstein

Thank You for the classic memories and moments!

Your one and only, David Royster

Interesting Books to 
Avoid the Annual 
Summer “Brain Rot”

History
Lies My Teacher Told Me: Everything Your Ameri-

can History Textbook Got Wrong		by	James	Loewen

Ages:	12-18

This	book	attempts	to	identify	the	common	mistakes	

and	distortions	presented	in	the	most	popularly	used	

American	History	textbooks	and	helps	the	reader	

understand	what	“actually	happened”	and	the	proper	

context	for	understanding	American	history.		In	addi-

tion,	Loewen	tries	to	help	you	understand	why	these	

mistakes	and	distortions	are	there,	and	according	to	

him,	they’re	not	by	accident.	

Self Help
7 Habits of Highly Ef-
fective Teens by	Sean	
Covey
Ages:12-18
This	book	is	highly	
recommended	for	stu-
dents	who	want	to	better	
understand	not	just	how	
to	be	a	better	student	but	
also	how	to	identify	and	
accomplish	goals	in	their	
lives.	This	book	is	full	
of	really	great	cartoons,	
graphics,	stories,	quotes,	
and	ideas.		The	author	
identifies 7 habits and 
helps	you	identify	a	step	
by	step	for	helping	you	
understand	and	achieve	
each	of	these	habits	to	
becoming	a	highly	effec-
tive	teen.

Current Events
A Long Way Gone: Memoirs of a Boy 
Solider by	Ishmael	Beah
Ages:	12-18
This	is	the	autobiogra-
phy	of	a	boy	who	was	formerly	 a	
child	soldier	during	the	Civil	War	in	Sierre	Leone.		
This	book	traces	Ishmael’s	story	from	the	time	he	is	
living	in	his	village	through	the	time	he	and	his	family	
are	driven	out	by	rebels.		He	is	eventually	forced	into	
fighting alongside these rebels, casually slaughtering 
his	countrymen.		He	is	eventually	rescued	and	rehabili-
tated	by	UNICEF.		This	books	puts	a	human	face	and	
story onto a conflict that can seem very faraway and 
hard	to	understand.

Math
The Number Devil: A Mathematical Adventure	by	Hans	
Magnus	Enzensberger

Ages:	12-14
This	is	actually	a	novel	that	tries	to	
develop	students’	abilities	to	understand	
mathematical	principles	through	reading	

fiction.  This is especially good for stu-
dents	who	are	not	good	at	math	because	
it	is	an	easily	accessible	way	for	them	to	
develop	their	ability	to	conceptualize	and	

understand.

	Science
Black Bodies and Quantum 
Cats	by	Jennifer	Ouellette
Ages:	14-18
If	Bill	Nye	were	to	write	a	
book	on	Physics,	this	would	be	
it!		This	book	explains	complex	
topics	in	physics	through	easily	

understood	examples	and	
analogies.		The	author	uses	
the	example	of	Magnet	
from	the	X-Men	to	intro-
duce	the	topic	of	magne-
tism	and	Back	to	the	Future	
to	discuss	Einstein’s	theory	
of	relativity.		Because	this	
is	written	for	the	non-scien-
tist	this	book	will	spark	the	
interest	of	most	anyone	into	
the	world	of	science.
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An Excerpt from John 
Doe’s Introduction to My-
self, and How I Narrowed 
My Goals by Dr. David Mandler
					Ever	since	I	was	a	little	
child,	I	have	always	want-
ed to fly on the back of a 
dragon.	I	vividly	recall	the	
first time I’d ever had this 
dream:	it	was	in	summer	
camp	and	I,	with	my	little	
camp	mates,	was	sitting	
next to the big nightly fire, 
roasting	marshmallows.	As	
the flames danced upon the 
wood,	I	envisioned	a	drag-
on	dancing	wildly	upon	the	
ashes,	and	I	wanted	to	be	
on	its	back.	This	vision	has	
come	and	gone	since	then	
until	this	poor	childhood	
dream	of	mine,	much	like	
the fire from long ago, 
went	out	without	a	bang.	
I’ve	thought	this	dream	
was	dead	until	I	began	to	
think	about	my	personal	
project	theme.	As	a	sudden	
revelation,	the	idea	hit	me:	
I	must	build	a	magical	
dragon	capable	of	bear-
ing	me	upon	its	back,	and	
fly into school to give my 
presentation	to	the	dazzled	
audience.	Then,	everybody	
would	love	me	forever.
						A	few	days	after	the	
revelation,	I	began	work.	
My	parents	noticed	some-
thing	was	wrong	when	
an	increasing	quantity	
of	candles,	matches,	and	
gunpowder	appeared	in	
my	room	and	my	bedroom	
door	suddenly	had	a	poster	
on	it	depicting	a	skull	with	
two	bones	with	the	words	
“DANGER!	KEEP	OUT.”	
I	started	to	do	research	on-
line,	going	to	all	kinds	of	
websites	I	found	through	
a	random	Google	search	
with	the	following	key	
words: dragons, flying, 
powder, matches, fire, 
love.	This	search	led	me	to	
discover	that	I	had	known	
very	little	about	Chinese	
dragons and flying lov-
ers.	Nonetheless,	I	found	
nothing	that	would	allow	
me	to	make	any	progress	

in	my	design,	so	I	put	the	
whole	thing	off	and	went	
to	play	some	video	games	
until	I	passed	out.	Yes,	
video	games	have	dragons,	
so	I’ve	been	playing	them	
forever.
							A	week	later,	I	got	
back	to	my	personal	
project	and	began	to	make	
some	sketches.	The	dragon	
looked	great,	but	I	started	
to	have	the	feeling	that	
making it fly for real and 
building	it	large	enough	
to	carry	me	on	its	back	
was	somewhat	beyond	my	
capabilities.	Then	again,	
all	my	teachers	ever	told	
me	was	to	Dream	Big!	So,	
I	dreamed	big	and	built	
small.	
							When	my	mother	
came	home	one	after-
noon,	all	she	could	see	
were fire trucks lining the 
street	and	our	house	with	
heavy	smoke	billowing	
out	of	what	used	to	be	my	
bedroom	window.	I	heard	
her	scream.	I	was	in	the	
ambulance	right	outside	
the	door	with	an	oxygen	
mask	on	my	face.	Then	I	
saw	her	tearful	face	as	the	
ambulance	doors	swung	
open	and	heard	the	EMS	
workers	reassure	her	that	
I’d be fine. 
							They	were	right.	That	
evening,	I	was	released	
from	the	hospital	and	went	
home.	My	room	was	a	bit	
ruined,	but	I	still	found	a	
dragon	design	amongst	the	
heap	of	ashes.	Yes,	I	knew	
that	I	was	really	dedicated	
to	my	personal	project	and	
would	do	everything	to	
score	a	perfect	4.	Having	
destroyed	all	my	materials,	
though,	I	had	no	choice	
but	to	quickly	switch	my	
project	focus	and	decide	to	
devote	all	my	time	to	the	
next	best	idea	I	could	ever	
come	up	with:	designing	
the	perfect	hamburger…

Peter Minzicu
What was your title?	Building	a	Scale	Model	of	an	
Aircraft

What was your topic about? Making	Airplanes.

Areas of Interaction? Homo	Faber,	Health	and	Social	
Education

Did your project change over the course of the year? 
Yes. At first I wanted to build a scale model of a plane 
called the “Beech Craft Baron” but I didn’t find any plans 
for	it	and	I	couldn’t	make	one	myself	because	I	didn’t	
have	the	internal	structure	so	I	found	a	plan	of	a	different	
plane	on	the	internet.	I	bought	wood,	glue	accessories	
and	I	built	the	model	from	the	info	on	the	plan.	I	also	had	
problems	dealing	with	the	money	constraints,	because	
certain	pieces	cost	up	to	$400,	so	I	had	to	deconstruct	my	
plan to a wooden model, to fit my budget.

How did you decide on making this your project? 
What was your inspiration?	To	make	an	airplane,	espe-
cially	a	super	RC	plane,	was	always	a	fantasy	and	dream	
of	mine,	so	the	personal	project	was	a	good	excuse	to	
make	some	childhood	dreams	come	true.

When did you actually start doing work? Around	
March.

How long did it take? About	a	month	and	a	half;	I	
started	cutting	out	the	parts	at	the	beginning	of	March	and	
finished the model spring break.  By mid-March I had all 
the	parts	cut	out.

Would you say the whole process was hard?	Not	re-
ally,	just	time	consuming.	Sometimes	things	take	longer	
than	you	anticipated	and	that	pushes	back	the	date	you	
planned on finishing.

Did it take time away from school? I	guess	so;	I	did	end	
up	sleeping	less	in	order	to	accommodate	both	school	and	
personal	project.

Marta Checko
Title:	Living	Life	in	a	Blur-	Alzheimer’s	Disease

What was your topic about?	Well,	I	researched	Al-
zheimer’s	disease	and	different	aspects	of	it.	I	focused	
on	cause,	prevention	and	just	learning	how	the	brain	is	
affected.	This	also	tied	into	how	people	around	the	indi-
vidual	were	affected.	I	included	behavior	as	part	of	the	
study	as	well.	Because	my	grandfather	suffers	from	the	
disease, I really wanted to find out as much information 
in	different	areas	of	the	disease	so	I	can	apply	it	into	my	
own	life

How did you come up with it?	My	inspiration	was	my	
grandfather,	also	my	grandmother	and	mother.	I	saw	how	
much	they	suffered	because	of	his	disease	and	I	really	
wanted	to	make	this	project	in	their	name

When did you actually start?	Well	I	started	researching	
from	October	and	kinda	did	that	up	until	March.	I	read	
lots	of	books	and	gathered	information	from	a	bunch	of	
sources.

Which stage do you feel was the most important? I	
think	the	basis,	meaning	your	research.	If	you	have	strong	
information	as	your	background,	you	should	have	no	
problem	developing	it	later.	I	will	say	it’s	one	of	the	most	
crucial,	not	so	sure	if	it’s	the	most	important.

How long did it take you to complete?	I	worked	on	the	
project	from	October	until	April,	I	mean	there	was	some	
time	in	between	where	I	wouldn’t	look	at	the	project	for	
about	3	weeks	and	do	some	minor	work,	and	it’s	good	to	
pace	yourself.

Was it successful? Well,	I	haven’t	seen	my	grades	yet,	
but	I	hope.	For	the	amount	of	hours	I	spent,	my	grade	
better be reflected, like I said, at least I hope so

Did it take away from time used for school work?	It	
did,	or	actually	school	work	took	away	time	from	per-
sonal	project.	This	year	was	a	lot	about	balancing	a	lot	of	
things	so	sometimes	I	had	to	choose	which	one	I	wanted	
to	work	on.	I	do	feel	though	that	sometimes	I	wasn’t	able	
to	do	my	best	on	what	subject	or	assignment	because	of	
the	project

Thomas 
Kozlowski
What was your topic about? My	topic	was	about	get-
ting	to	know	my	parents	better,	and	their	reasons	of	com-
ing	to	America.
 
How did you come up with your topic? I	came	up	with	
it	when	my	advisor	mentioned	that	I	look	into	my	family	
as	a	topic.

When did you actually start? Somewhere	between	
November	and	December

Which stage do you feel was the most important? 
Finishing	the	actual	statement

What were your two areas of interaction? Environment	
and	health	and	social	education

How long did it take you to complete? Approximately	
three	months,	maybe	a	little	more.

Was it successful? Yes.

Did it take away from time used for school work?
Sometimes

 How often did you write in your journal? At	least	
once	a	week,	if	not	more.

How long was your personal statement?	21	pages.

Any advice to future 10th Graders? Work	on	it	from	
day	1!

Shira Almeleh
	
What was it about? The	role	that	the	tools	a	woman	is	
provided	with	in	terms	of	clothing	can	affect	her	success	
in	the	business	world.	I	organized	a	women’s	suit	drive	
through	my	synagogue	with	the	organization,	“Dress	for	
Success.”
	
When did you actually start?
Thinking:	in	the	beginning	of	the	year	
Plan:	middle	of	the	year	(Feb)
Executed:	April
	
So most was planning? Not	everything	is	about	execut-
ing;	the	project	can	take	one	day	to	actually	happen	but	
its	the	work	that	goes	into	coordination	that	is	important.
	
How’d you come up with a topic? Researching	made	
me	realize	it	was	something	that	was	important	to	me,	
and	that	I	could	make	a	difference	in	a	unique	way.
	
What were your areas of interaction? Community	and	
Service,	Environment
	
Was it successful? Wasn’t	what	I	thought	it	would	be,	
but	in	the	end	it	was	successful	and	we	raised	over	50	
suits.
	
Did it take away from time used for school work? In	
some	cases,	i	needed	to	spend	more	time	on	my	personal	
project;	but	in	the	end	it	didn’t	have	such	a	huge	effect.	
You find time.
	
Any interesting ideas for future projects? Anything	
personal;	religion?	Anything	you	can	handle	dealing	with	
all	year	that	you	wont	get	bored	of.

Personal 
Projects

Page

What Will You Do? The 
Personal Project
	 The	personal	project	is	your	project	to	do	what	
you	want	to	do,	to	show	the	skills	you	have	developed	
over	the	years	in	your	subjects	and	through	approaches	
to	learning	(ATL),	and	to	apply	them	to	the	chosen	goal	
that	focuses	on	dimensions	of	the	area(s)	of	interaction.	
The	personal	project	holds	a	place	of	special	importance	
in	the	MYP	and	so	it	should	be	clearly	focused	on	an	
issue	or	theme	closely	related	to	the	areas	of	interaction.	
Remember,	you	will	be	working	on	this	project	for	an	
extended	period	of	time,	so	it	needs	to	be	something	you	
really	want	to	do.	
Your	project	should:	
•	have	a	clear	and	achievable	goal	
•	be	focused	on	at	least	one	area	of	interaction	
•	allow	you	to	express	a	truly	personal	message	
•	be	the	result	of	your	initiative,	creativity	and	ability	to	
organize	and	plan	
• reflect your special interests, hobbies, special abilities, 
or	concerns	about	particular	issues	
•	deal	with	a	topic	or	area	to	which	you	are	committed	
•	be	entirely	your	own	work—authenticity	is	very	impor-
tant	and	you	may	be	required	to	sign	a	document	stating	
that	the	personal	project	is	your	own	work.	
(Middle	Years	Programme	Personal	Project	Guide)

by Erika Tannor and Ariel Friedman 
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The Happening-	is	a	para-
noid	thriller	in	which	trees	
and	plants	release	deadly	
neurotoxins,	causing	people	
in	Philadelphia	to	go	crazy	
and	kill	themselves.	Mark	
Wahlberg	and	Zooey	Descha-
nel	star	as	a	separated	couple	
(The	Moores)	who	try	to	es-
cape	this	calamity.	Not	much	
has	been	released	about	the	
movie’s	content.	This	movie	
is	set	to	release	June	13.

“The Mummy: Tomb of the 
Dragon Emperor,”	set	to	
release	August	1,	is	the	third	
part	of	the	“Mummy”	fran-
chise.	Alex	O’Connell	(Luke	
Ford)	mistakenly	awakens	a	
Han	Emperor	(Jet	Li)	from	
his	2,000	year	old	slumber	in	
an	Ancient	Chinese	tomb	and	
seeks	help	from	his	parents.	
His	parents,	Rick	(Brendan	
Fraser)	and	Evelyn	(Maria	
Bello) are experts at fighting 
the	undead,	as	you	should	
know	if	you	have	seen	the	
pre-ceding	“Mummy”	mov-
ies. The O’Connells fight 
the	power-crazed,	undead	
Emperor	Mummy,	his	10,000	
warriors,	and	a	sorceress	
(Michelle	Yeoh)	in	this	super-
natural	thriller	to	try	to	stop	
them	from	the	usual	world	
domination.

Wall-E-	stands	for	‘Waste	
Allocation	Load	Lifter	
-	Earth-Class’	and	is	a	robot.	
The	premise	is	that	in	the	
future,	the	Earth	was	covered	
in	trash	and	to	clean	up,	
everyone	left	Earth.	They	left	
robots	to	clean	up	the	Earth.	
This	program	failed	with	the	
exception	of	Wall-E,	the	last	
robot	on	Earth.	EVE	is	a	robot	
from	a	probe	that	comes	down	
to	check	on	Earth	and	soon	
becomes	WALL-E’s	love	
interest.	Surprisingly	enough,	
this	movie	is	not	science	
fiction. It is actually a Disney 
animated,	love	story	set	to	
release	June	27.

The Incredible Hulk-	set	to	
release	June	13,	is	another	
one	of	those	superhero	mov-
ies.	Bruce	Banner	(Edward	
Norton)	is	a	fugitive	in	South	
America	who	is	also	the	
Hulk.	He	is	trying	to	cure	the	
condition	that	turns	him	into	
the	Hulk.	He	actually	comes	
close	to	the	cure.	But	a	new	
creature	emerges,	called	“The	
Abomination.”	Banner	search-
es	for	an	antidote,	but	many	
people	are	trying	to	abuse	his	
powers	and	he	is	trying	to	be	
with	his	true	love,	Betty	Ross	
(Liv Tyler). This action, sci-fi 
thriller	is	all	about	The	Hulk’s	
inner	struggles.		

Get Smart-	releasing	June	
20,	is	based	on	a1960’s	TV	
show.	It,	for	the	most	part	has	
an	over-used	plot	line,	but	
is	a	must-see	all	the	same.	
Secret	agent	Maxwell	Smart	
(Steve	Carell)	works	for	a	spy	
agency	called	CONTROL	and	
is	battling	evil	forces	(KAOS)	
that	are,	not	to	my	surprise,	
vying	for	world	domination.	
Smart,	eager	to	work	with	
Agent	23	(Dwayne	Johnson),	
is	promoted.	Soon,	it	becomes	
the	job	of	Smart,	along	with	
help	from	his	partner,	Agent	
99	(Anne	Hathaway)	to	foil	
this	plan	of	world	domination.

“The Sisterhood of the 
Traveling Pants 2,” expected	
to	release	August	8	is	based	
on	the	book	series	by	Ann	
Brashares.	Four	best	friends,	
Tibby	(Amber	Tamblyn),	
Carmen	(America	Ferrera),	
Lena	(Alexis	Bledel),	and	
Bridget	(Blake	Lively)	are	
going	off	into	separate	direc-
tions	in	college.	Not	much	is	
known	about	the	plotline	and	
its	differences	from	the	books	
it	is	based	on.	However,	it	
is	know	that	the	four	friends	
are	all	at	different	parts	of	the	
country	for	college.	Bridget	
goes	to	Brown	University	and	
is	studying	archaeology.	She	
soon	realizes	that	she	can’t	
study	the	past	without	know-
ing	her	own.	So	she	goes	to	
visit	her	grandmother,	whom	
she	has	never	had	a	relation-
ship	with.	The	Sisterhood	
finds that they can still stay in 
touch	by	sharing	their	experi-
ences	with	honesty	through	
the	“traveling	pants.”	Through	
all	their	adventures,	they	
learn	to	value	their	special	
bond—their	friendship,	more	
than	ever.	

“X-files: I Want to Believe”	
is the sequel to the first X-files 
movie,	based	on	the	supernat-
ural	TV	series.	Set	to	release	
July	25,	this	movie’s	premise	
hasn’t	been	publicly	an-
nounced	yet.	This	mysterious	
plot	is	adding	to	the	hype	re-
garding	this	movie.	But	many	
involved in the film claim that 
it is quite different film the 
television	series.	According	to	
the	director,	Chris	Carter,	the	
movie is a stand-alone film 
and	does	not	pick	up	where	
the	series	left	off	in	2002.	
David	Duchovny	and	Gillian	
Anderson	reprise	their	roles	as	
Agent	Fox	Mulder	and	Agent	
Dana	Scully,	respectively.	

“The Dark Knight,” releas-
ing	July	18,	is	a	sequel	to	the	
2005 film “Batman Begins,” 
based on the fictional DC 
comic	superhero	Batman,	
the	“Dark	Knight.”	Christian	
Bale	returns	as	the	lead	role	as	
Batman,	who	alongside	Lieu-
tenant	James	Gordon	(Gary	
Oldman)	and	district	attorney	
Harvey	Dent	(Aaron	Eckhart),	
fights the Joker. The Joker, 
played	by	Heath	Ledger	in	
his	last	movie,	is	a	criminal	
mastermind	sending	waves	
of	chaos	throughout	Gotham	
City.	Batman	struggles	to	bat-
tle	the	Joker,	who	has	forced	
him	to	“confront	everything	
he	believes.”	This	superhero	
movie	is	a	projected	to	be	a	
box-office hit with all the ac-
tion,	thrills,	and	a	little	bit	of	a	
love	triangle	mixed	in.

“Hancock,”	set	to	release	
July	2,	2008,	stars	Will	Smith	
as	John	Hancock.	Hancock	is	
an	alcoholic	and	lethargic	ex-
superhero	with	no	admiration	
for	authority.	He	possesses	
superpowers	and	leaves	de-
struction	that	makes	everyone	
despise	him.	Ray	Embrey,	
played	by	Jason	Bateman	is	
a	corporate	public	relations	
consultant	whose	life	is	saved	
by	Hancock.	He	helps	to	
rehabilitate	him,	and	the	new	
superhero	eventually	begins	
an	affair	with	the	publicist’s	
wife,	Mary,	portrayed	by	
Charlize	Theron.	

“Wanted” is	an	action	thriller	
which	is	set	to	release	on	June	
27.	Wesley	Gibson	(James	
McAvoy),	a	disengaged	
freeloader,	is	given	the	chance	
to	seek	revenge	in	the	murder	
of	his	father.	His	father	was	
an	assassin.	Gibson’s	father’s	
partner,	Sloan	(Morgan	Free-
man)	invites	Gibson	to	follow	
his	father’s	footsteps.	Angelina	
Jolie	plays	Fox,	Gibson’s	men-
tor.	Gibson	starts	enjoying	all	
the	strength	he	receives	after	
training.	But	he	soon	realizes	
that	there’s	more	to	his	associ-
ates	than	he	thinks.	He	comes	to	
learn	of	the	“fates.”	The	“Fates”	
issue	death	orders	as	they	read	
individuals’	destinies	in	fabrics	
made	by	magical	looms.	But	
Gibson	soon	realizes	only	he	
holds	the	key	to	his	destiny.	

2008 Summer
MoviesWatch These:

Indiana Jones Is Worth Every Cent and Then Some.
By George Itzhak

saying,	“We’re	not	gonna	
have	adoring	fans	send-
ing	us	e-mails	saying	how	
much	they	loved	the	movie.	
We’re	gonna	have	a	bunch	
of	angry	people	saying,	
‘You’re	a	bunch	of	assholes,	
you	should	never	have	done	
this.”	Indeed,	that	seems	to	
be	the	reaction	for	most	fans	
of	the	Indiana	Jones	series.	
Things	like,	“This	is	the	
worst	Indiana	Jones	movies	
I	have	ever	seen”	and	“That	
was	absolutely	a	waste	of	
my	time”	have	been	thrown	
around.	Well,	Crystal	Skull	
isn’t	the	best	Indiana	Jones	
movie.	However,	it	also	isn’t	
“The	Indiana	Jones	movies	
you’ve	been	dreading”,	as	
put	by	ShogunMaster.	Indi-
ana	Jones	and	the	Kingdom	
of	The	Crystal	Skull	is	a	
solid	entry	to	the	Indiana	
Jones	franchise	and	it	is	
also	a	solid	and	extremely	
entertaining	action	ad-
venture	movie.	The	entire	
duration of this film is full 
of	fun,	excitement,	and	very	
enjoyable	tension.	Crystal	
Skull	starts	off	in	the	1950’s,	
complete	with	Elvis	Presley	
music,	soda	pop,	and	Cold	
War	paranoia.	The	audience	
first sees Indy held captive 
by	some	sinister	Russians,	
lead	by	Irina	Spalko	(Cate	

	 When	a	popular	
franchise	is	being	revital-
ized	after	19	years,	there	are	
bound	to	be	huge	expecta-
tions.	Indiana Jones and the 
Kingdom Of The Crystal 
Skull,	which	was	released	
into	theatres	on	May	22,	is	
one	of	the	most	highly	antic-
ipated films of the year. The 
previous	installment	in	the	
series,	The Last Crusade, 
was	released	on	May	24,	
1989	to	much	critical	and	
commercial	fanfare.	After	
that,	the	creators	of	Indiana	
Jones,	Steven	Spielberg	and	
George	Lucas,	felt	it	was	
time	to	end	the	series	on	a	
high	note.	The	years	passed,	
and	rumors	of	a	fourth	
Indiana	Jones	buzzed	around	
the	fan	forums	and	enter-
tainment	industry.	Nothing	
official happened until 2007, 
when	a	tentative	release	date	
and	title	were	announced.	
Now,	Indy	has	invaded	our	
theatres,	brandishing	his	
fedora	and	trusty	bullwhip.	
The reaction to the film? It’s 
been	mixed.
	 Taking	a	look	
various	movie	review	sites,	
there	seems	to	be	a	rift	
between	the	professional	
movie	critics	and	the	diehard	
fans.	George	Lucas	antici-
pated	negative	fan	reaction,	

Blanchett).	Spalko	com-
mands	Indy	and	his	shady	
sidekick	Mac	to	retrieve	an	
unknown	object.	Indy	lo-
cates	the	object,	a	deformed	
alien	corpse,	but	manages	to	
escape	from	the	Russians.	
Back	in	his	hometown,	Indy	
meets	Mutt	Williams	(Shia	
LaBeouf),	a	tough	greaser.	
Mutt	entices	Indy	to	help	
him	save	their	mutual	friend,	
Oxley,	and	Mutt‘s	mother,	
Marion.	Indy	jets	off	with	
Mutt	and	the	legend	of	the	
mysterious	Crystal	Skull	
unfolds.	The	best	parts	of	
this film are without doubt 
the	action	sequences.	From	
the	fast	paced	motorcycle	
chase	to	the	awe-inspiring	
consecutive	waterfall	drops,	
the film’s action scenes 
are	absolutely	thrilling	and	
engaging.	The	action	just	
grabs	you	and	doesn’t	let	go.	
It	is	distinctively	Spielberg	
and	it’s	a	real	visual	treat.	
The	story	of	Crystal	Skull	
is	pretty	amazing	as	well;	
it’s	a	departure	from	the	
first three movies with a 
lot of sci-fi influence, but it 
is	still	very	interesting	and	
enthralling.	The	movie	was	
filled with nostalgia; little 
images,	references,	and	lines	
from	the	previous	movies.	
Harrison	Ford,	now	65,	

has	no	trouble	getting	back	
into	the	character	of	Indy,	
although	several	quips	about	
his	age	are	made.	From	the	
opening	scene,	you	can	tell	
Indy	hasn’t	missed	a	beat	
and	is	back	in	action.	Shia	
LaBeouf	is	a	very	welcome	
addition	to	the	movie	(al-
though	his	Tarzan	moment	
was	a	little	weird).	Making	
Mutt	Indy’s	son	was	a	very	
smart	choice;	it	adds	a	lot	
to	the	whole	story	and	
Mutt	almost	putting	
on	Indy’s	fedora	was	
a	great	moment.	
Blanchett’s	charac-
ter,	the	villainous	
Irina	Spalko,	is	
pretty	scary;	
her	very	pres-
ence	inspires	
fear.	Spalko	
very	much	
follows	in	
the	footsteps	
of	previous	
Indy	baddies.	
Karen	Allen,	
who	returns	
as	Marion	
Ravenwood,	
is	absolutely	de-
lightful.	The	ban- ter	
between	Marion	 and	
Indy	and	hilari- ous.	
She	steals	the	scene,	even	
when	she	has	very	few	

Coming	out	of	the	theatre,	
you	have	a	general	idea	of	
what	the	true	power	of	the	
skull	is	but	there	are	many	
plot	holes.	The	character	of	
Mac,	the	good	then	bad	then	
good	then	bad	again	guy	
was	very	underdeveloped	
also.	You	just	didn’t	care	
about	him	when	he	kept	
betraying	Indy.	Another	
issue,	although	minor,	is	
Spielberg’s	choice	to	end	
the	most	anticipated	movie	
of	this	year	with	the	most	
boring	ending	shot	of	
emptying	church.	Crystal	
Skull	deserved	a	grand	send	
off	in	the	style	of	riding	off	
into	the	sunset	like	The	Last	
Crusade.	
	 At	the	end	of	
the	movie,	my	mouth	was	
aching	from	smiling	and	
grinning	at	all	the	great	
moments	the	movie	had.	It	
had	a	little	bit	of	every-
thing	and	it	will	stay	in	
your	mind	for	days	or	
even	weeks	to	come.	This	
is	the	kind	of	movie	you	

have	to	see	more	than	
once	to	really	appreci-
ate.	It	deserves	the	
title	of	most	antici-
pated	movie	of	2008.	
Get	out	there	and	
watch	it!

lines.	
	 Crystal	Skull	is	not	
without	it’s	faults.	The	big-
gest	issue	with	this	movie	is	

its	underdevel-
oped	storyline.	

It’s	a	great	
plot,	but	
it’s	not	

presented	
and	devel-
oped	in	the	

best	way.	
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	 Everyone	of	us	wants	to	come	back	in	
September	a	head	taller,	a	better	student,	drop	dead	
gorgeous,	older,	and	of	course	brilliantly	bronze.	
The	sun	however,	emits	dangerous	ultraviolet	rays	
that	have	been	linked	to	skin	cancer,	sun	spots,	and	
wrinkles.	
	 What	most	people	don’t	know	is	that	tan-
ning	beds	have	the	same	effect.	Each	year,	about	2.5	
million	American	teens	put	on	a	bathing	suit	and	
slip	onto	a	blue	bed	to	get	those	crisp	brown	lines	
and	bodacious	tan.		Of	course	that	tan	comes	at	a	
cost.	In	fact,	a	study	produced	by	the	International	
Agency	for	Research	on	Cancer	found	that,	people	
who	use	a	tanning	bed	before	the	age	of	35	increase	
their	chance	of	developing	melanoma,	the	most	
serious	form	skin	cancer,	by	75%.	Another	study	
published	by	the	Journal	of	the	National	Cancer	
Institute	found	that	tanning	beds	make	people	2.5	
times	more	likely	to	develop	squamous	cell	carci-
noma	(SCC),	which	is	responsible	for	2,500	deaths	
a	year.
	 But	who	are	those	scientists	with	their	
stupid	research	to	take	away	your	summer	tan?	Your	
summer	isn’t	ruined	just	yet.	Why	not	try	a	can-
cer	free,	self-applied	tan?	According	to	Consumer	
Reports (CR), spray on tans are difficult to apply, 
often	come	out	uneven	and	orange.	Moisturizers	and	
creams	however,	go	on	like	any	other	lotion	and	the	
tans	usually	last	somewhere	between	2-5	days.	CR	
conducted	a	study	and	found	that	“L’Oreal Sublime 
Glow Daily Moisturizer” is	the	best	option	for	
health	conscious	tanners.	-by Jolijt Tamanaha
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Enjoying Your Vacation Right Here in NY

Adopting	a	project	or	a	
hobby	is	one	good	way	
to	keep	yourself	busy	
this	summer.	Why	not	
set	goals	and	build	your	
fitness this summer? 
Get	An	Edge	will	help	
you	design	a	completely	
personalized summer fit-

ness	plan	similar	
to	those	of	

triathlon	
athletes.	
It	takes	
five 
min-
utes	to	

sign	 up	 and	
it’s	 com-
pletely	
free.	 You	
enter	your	 goals	
and	you	current	condi-
tion.	You	can	choose	a	
program	with	weights	or	
without.	With	or	with-
out	a	treadmill,	bike	or	
any	equipment.	You	can	
also	pick	the	intensity	of	
your	plan.	Just	go	to	
getanedge.com

A Fitness 
Summer

Brighton Beach
Brightwater	Ave,	Brooklyn	

(718)946-1350
Lifeguard	hours:	Monday-
Sunday	from	10am-6pm

Take	a	Q	to	Brighton	
Beach

Centerport Beach
Little	Neck	Road,	

Centerpot,	NY
Price	is	$15

Going to the B
each Near N

YC!!
Cooper Beach

Cooper	Neck	Road,	
Southampton,	NY

(631)283-6011

Coney Island Beach
Surf	Ave,	Atlantic	Shore

Brooklyn,	NY
(718)946-1350

Take	the	B,	D,	F,	N	or	R	to	
Stillwell	Ave-Coney	Island

Songs about Summer.

1. Endless 
Summer- 

Zwan

2. All Summer Single- Billy Idol

CD

-R
OM

3. Cruel Summer- 
Ace of Base

4. Summer 
Lady- 
Santana5. Summer of 

Love- John 
Mellencamp

6. Summer 
Here Kids- 
Grandaddy7. Summer 

Girls- LFO 8. Summer- 
Pleasure-
house

9. Summer in the 
City- Loving 
Spoonful

10. Hot Fun in the 
Summertime- Sly and 
the Family Stone
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Enjoying Your Vacation Right Here in NY

Address: 2	Borden	Ave,	Long	Island	City,	NY	11101		
	 Water	Taxi	Beach	isn’t	an	ordinary	beach.	Sand	was	
brought	from	New	Jersey	to	the	location.	The	beach	has	a	menu	
full	of	food,	volleyball	nets,	a	DJ,	and	a	beautiful	view	of	the	
Manhattan	skyline	They	open	in	the	afternoon	but	close	late	at	
night.	It’s	free	to	chill	at	Water	Taxi,	but	of	course	the	food	is	
extra.	For	more	information	go	to	
www.watertaxibeach.com.

Water Taxi... Beach?

Address: 8000	Cooper	Avenue	at	80th	
Street	Glendale,	New	York	11385	
				Atlas	Park	is	an	outdoor	mall.	You	
can	shop,	dine,	and	be	entertained	at	this	
newly	opened	mall.	Over	the	summer	
they	are	going	to	have	many	events	such	
as	karaoke	night,	concerts,	and	other	fes-
tivals.	For	more	information	go	to	
www.thesshopsatatlaspark.com

Shops at Atlas Park

Address: 23rd	Rd	to	Hoyt	Ave	S	Astoria,	NY	11106	
    Astoria pool is one of the five community pools located in 
each	borough.	There	is	a	main	pool	and	sprinklers	located	in	
the	facility.	They	have	a	small	food	court	and	locker	rooms	for	
your	things.	Remember	to	bring	a	lock	since	you	aren’t	allowed	
to	bring	anything	 on	deck	besides	your	
money	and	a	towel.	 For	more	information	
go	to	http://www. nycgovparks.org

Take a Dive into Atlas Pool
Instead	of	going	to	the	movie	theater,	why	don’t	you	
watch	the	latest	movies	from	the	comfort	of	the	roof	
of	your	car?	At	the	Warwick	Drive-In,	you	watch	
movies	that	have	just	been	released	on	a	huge	screen	
while	eating	snacks	and	sitting	on	the	hood	of	your	
car.	Wouldn’t	it	be	nice	if	you	could	go	to	the	mov-
ies	without	people	telling	you	to	keep	it	down	or	
stop	kicking	their	seat?
Admission:	$8,	children	ages	4-11	$5,	under	4	free	
For	more	information	go	to	warwickdrivein.com	

Warwick Drive-In

Address: Prospect	Park,	9th	St.	Brook-
lyn,	NY	
Celebrate	Brooklyn	is	a	concert	that	
has	been	held	annually	for	
the	past	thirty	years	in	
Prospect	Park.	These	
concerts	include	story-
telling and films as well 
as	concerts.
Thurs.	-	Sun.	from	June	

12th	to	August	9th	

Rock Out in Brooklyn

				

You’re	
so	excited	that	the	school	

year	is	over.	But,	you	don’t	have	anything	
fun	planned	to	do	over	the	summer.	We	went	
around	and	asked	students	about	what	they	liked	

to	do	over	summer.	We	came	up	with	some	cool	
places	to	keep	you	busy	and	having	fun	over	

the	summer.					

-By Alexis Cotton and Alexandra 
Krutel

Oh	so	many	choices!	Why	not	soak	up	
some	culture	at	these	off	the”	broken	
path”	museums?

American Craft Museum
Museum of the Moving Image
Children’s Museum of Manhattan
Museum at Fashion Institute of 
Technology
Lower East Side Tenement Museum
Madame Tussaud’s New York
Municipal Art Society
Museum of Television and Radio
National Design Museum
New York City Fire Museum
New York City Police Museum
PS1 Contemporary Art Center
Queens Historical Society 
Sony Wonder Technology Lab
South Street Seaport Museum

Go	to	www.ny.com	a	full	list	of	muse-
ums	with	descriptions,	addresses	and	
price	lists.

Tour Times Square

The	lights	at	Times	Square	are	completely	
over	rated	but	some	of	the	stores	are	great.	
Go	earlier	in	the	day	when	it’s	less	crowded.	
There’s	a	great	Virgin	Megastore,	MTV	store	
and	Billabong	store.	
Take	the	subway	to	42nd	street.

Relax in Central Park

Address: The	Park	stretches	from	Central	Park	
South	(59th	St.)	to	110th	St.	at	the	northern	end	
and	from	5th	Ave.	on	the	East	Side	to	Central	
Park	West	(8th	Ave.)	on	the	West	Side.
	 Central	park	can	be	a	lot	of	fun.	There	
are	planned	events,	two	zoos,	a	beautiful	lake,	
baseball fields and more. Go to
www.centralpark.com	for	the	entire	list.	
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The Year In Pictures!!
Left:	Seniors	in	Denmark,	
2nd row left:	Freshman	
dress	up	for	Wayback	
Wednesday.	2nd row right: 
students	do	yoga	during	
Earth	day.	3rd row left:	
7th	graders	play	at	the	
winter	2008	concert.	3rd 
row right: BSGE	students	
walked	at	the	08	AIDS	
walk.	Bottom left:	fresh-
man carried around flour 
babies	for	their	health	proj-
ect.	Bottom right:	Oren’s	
baseball	pitch	sequence.	

PHOTO BY DAVID ROYSTER

PHOTO BY MARK WOLOV

PH
O

TO
 BY

 A
U

SET A
LEX

A
N

D
ER

PH
O

TO
 BY

 A
U

SET A
LEX

A
N

D
ER

PHOTO ILLUSTRATION BY JOLIJT TAMANAHA

PHOTO BY JOLIJT TAMANAHA

PH
O

TO
 BY

 JO
LIJT TA

M
A

N
A

H
A


