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 BSGE students walked the walk along with 45,000 people at the 2008 AIDS walk. 
Photo by Jolijt Tamanaha
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BSGE
 
On May 19th, the New 
York Post published an 
article by  Matt Kenard 
and Yoav Gonen that 
centered on our school.  
Their focus?  Our stu-
dents?  Teachers?  The 
IB Diploma?  No.  They 
wrote an article about 
the amount our school 
charges for ID cards.  
Our school charges $5 
and the Chancellor’s 
Regulations say that 
$2 is the most schools 
should charge.  The 
article, titled, “School 
ID-fee Outrage” was 
published on their 
website and on page 
6 of their newspaper.  
Ms. Johnson said that 
she was unaware of the 
regulations and that the 
money earned was spent 
on reducing the cost of 
yearbooks which is al-
lowed by DOE policy.   

Parts of BSGE 
Locked Down for IB 
Tests
All through May, students 
were met by “Quiet Test-
ing” signs and teachers 
violently gestured that 
they had to leave quickly. 
Students had difficulty 
getting to their lockers and 
classrooms. The annual 
confusion occurs towards 
the end of the year when 
diploma students are taking 
tests. The last few weeks 
of school will only hold 
more closed doors due to 
regents testing.

BSGE Students Put 
On Annual Spring 
Concert
On May 28th, BSGE stu-
dents pounded the drums, 
rang the bells, shook the 
maracas and tapped the 
triangles at yet another 
BSGE concert. Directed 
by Ms. Nikolos and Dr. 
Gardinal, the concert was 
a big success. The money 
raised by tickets was put 
towards Darfur.

Advisories Learn 
About Darfur
BSGE students watched 
a video about the crisis 
and genocide in Darfur. 
Helping Hands presented 
the video to students dur-
ing advisory along with a 
Q&A session, pamphlets 
and more information 
about what we can do to 
help Darfur.

2008 Yearbook Stings in All the Right Places 
by Meghan McCullough 

 “This 
one is a 
whole 
different 
creature,” 
says 
Virge 
Ramos 
about 

this year’s yearbook. He 
couldn’t have the nail on 
the head any better.
 This edition 

is printed to look like 
pages out of a notebook, 
and is based on the life 
of BSGE’s new mascot, 
Sting, with several pages to 
show Sting’s schedule and 
more. There are pages spe-
cifically dedicated to each 
grade, with over 30 pages 
dedicated to the seniors, 
as expected. In addition, 
there are pages dedicated 
to after-school activities, 

making sure that no one is 
left out. With everything 
from “BSGE NewBeez” to 
senior profiles, this year-
book has it all. 
 This year, the 
yearbook was made to 
be so personal that while 
reading it, it feels like the 
reader is experiencing 
something that they had 
made themselves. The 
yearbook features newly 

added timeline pages, 
which follow the lives of 
the seniors from their birth 
up to present day, with 
quotes and spirit week 
pages, all screaming of 
school spirit, unity, and 
pride. 
 This year’s year-
book represents BSGE like 
never before; it’s definitely 
worth the bang for its 
buck.

By Kristen Spang
 It was found the 
week of May 12th; all 
throughout the boys bath-
rooms were broken faucets 
and vandalism.  In the 
small high school that we 
go to, we assume there to 
be a level of some maturity 
and respect for the place 
that we spend so much 
time in; that these types 
of acts will not occur, but 
we are proven wrong.  We 
have had slight vandalism 
in our school before, but 
“nothing to this degree,” 

guards do sweeps daily.  
The school is investigating 
many angles of the actions, 
but nothing has yet been 
proven.  
 As our schools 
administration continues 
to look for the person or 
persons committing these 
crimes, the entire male 
BSGE population is per-
secuted.  When 9th grader 
Thomas Romero-North 
was asked about the issue, 
he expressed, “It is really 
annoying that the bath-
rooms are closed.  Espe-

cially when you have to go 
and you have a class on the 
4th floor because you have 
to go all the way down and 
then back up.” 
It is strongly encouraged 
that the person or people 
responsible come forth and 
take the blame for their ac-
tions, along with anybody 
who has information.  We 
need to take care of our 
space, and all equally 
contribute to keeping our 
school environment a place 
where we can all use to its 
fullest potential.  

said Assistant Principal 
Yvette Rivera.  
Although we do not yet 
understand the motives of 
these actions, the outcome 
is not one to be proud 
of.   “Staff has to stop 
and monitor the ins and 
outs of the bathrooms,” 
Ms. Rivera said, “This 
shouldn’t be happening.”  
She also said that in order 
to strengthen attempts at 
finding those guilty, male 
staff go into the bathrooms 
unannounced throughout 
the day, and the security 

Toilets Closed Because of 
BSGE Bathroom Bandits

  On Sunday, May 
18, 2008 the BSGE debate 
team headed off to the end 
of the year banquet at the 
Crowne Plaza in Time Square. 
The awards started with the 
debater of the year.  It was 
given to a political campaign 
manager who was also once 
a debater. Then we moved 
on to the rising star awards, 
given to debaters who showed 
potential to be great. The 
speaking awards were given 
out and one was given to the 
varsity debaters Jehan Sham 

Stinger 
Places 
Kristen Spang 
placed 67th in 
the PSAL for 
doubles. She hit 
5 doubles out of 
13 at bats.

and Latisha Harris, and the 
novice debaters Daranee N. 
and Rudy Fuzaylov. Team 
awards were given to Erika 
Tannor and Marcelo Jimenez, 
and Daranee N. and Rudy 
Fuzaylov. At the end of the 
night after all the awards were 
given out, they announced 
who would receive the schol-
arships to debate camp, and 
the recipients were…Erika, 
Latisha Harris and Daranee 
N.. All of them will attend the 
Baltimore debate camp this 
summer. - by Emily Davis

Debate Team Rocks Crowne 
Plaza BQ Banquet

BSGE First Annual 
Sports Dinner.
The basketball and base-
ball teams enjoyed dinner 
with family and friends in 
the four star, BSGE cafete-
ria, on May 29th at 6pm. 
Parents and students were 
encouraged to bring dishes. 
Pictures in the June issue.
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The End of the 
School Year
 It’s been a year 
since Popcorn Weekly’s con-
version to The BACC Rag. 
We have gone from a small, 
8 page, 8x11 newsletter to a 
12 page, 11x17 newspaper. 
We went from a staff of 3 
working out of my basement 
to about 40 working into a 
classroom with a computer, 
state-of-the-art software, 
white boards and two filing 
cabinet drawers. None of 
this growth would have 
been possible if it not for the 
many people who gave their 
support from the beginning. 
 Ms. Johnson has 
been a great help to the 
BACC Rag, doing every-
thing from finding fund-
ing to making last minute 
announcements. She has 
given us much room to grow 
by letting us explore the 
real world of uncensored, 
responsible media. She has 
helped make much possible 
including our 2008 3-day 
trip to the Columbia Univer-
sity journalism convention. 
 Mr. Aly Lakhaney, 
our advisor, who has dedi-
cated so much time to The 
BACC Rag and its staff. He 
always has answers, sugges-
tions and ideas. 
 The BSGE PTA, 
along with Amy Reichel and 
its contributors funded most 
of our printing costs and 
have expressed interest in 
continuing to help in the up-
coming years. And a thanks 
to the parents of BSGE 
students who have read the 
newspaper and completed 
the surveys with enthusiasm.
 We’d also like to 
thank teachers and staff who 
have been more than tolerant 
of our last minute quotes, 
interviews and more. Ms. 
Melissa Hinson, Ms. Van-

essa Rabines, and Mr.Virge 
Ramos who always have the 
latest news and information. 
Mr. Laskowski, the teacher 
who helped us with our 
very first issue of Popcorn 
Weekly. Dr. Mandler, who 
has written a story for us 
on more then one occasion. 
All of the “Teachers of the 
Month” who have opened 
up for reporters. Mr. Adam 
Noor and Ms. Jennifer 
Dikes for accompanying us 
on our trip to Columbia Uni-
versity. Ms. Linda Ellman, 
whose encouragement and 
help has made it easier to 
see the good. And Mr. Peter 
Wilson, and Ms. Yvette 
Rivera who supplied us with 
quotes and statistics. 
 And last but not 
least, we’d like to thank 
BSGE’s students. Not only 
those who have expressed 
undying interest but also the 
students who have ques-
tioned, competed with and 
challenged us because they 
have made The BACC Rag 
stronger. We were inspired 
and worked harder because 
of your comments and let-
ters to the editor. 
 All in all, the 
2007-2008 school year was 
a great one for The BACC 
Rag and BSGE. Every issue 
has improved. Our writing 
has become more meaning-
ful, our coverage more even, 
our pictures more powerful 
and our design more appeal-
ing. Hopefully the upcom-
ing school year will only 
lead to more developments, 
more competitors and more 
supporters.

- editor-in-chief, Jolijt 
Tamanaha and The BACC 
Rag staff.

editorials and letters



One ton of recycled 
newsprint saves 17 
trees so please be 
courteous to the 

environment and our 
school grounds and 
recycle your copy of 
The BACC Rag when 
you’re done reading.

Thank You
- The BACC Rag 

Staff

Please 
Recycle

JOIN DEBATE 
AND BEAST!!!
WE ARE NOW ACCEPT-

ING NEW MEMBERS INTO 
OUR AWARD WINNING 
COMPETITIVE DEBATE 

TEAM, THE BACCALAURE-
ATE BEASTS.

THERE IS A FREE DEBATE CAMP 
THIS AUGUST FOR 9-12TH GRAD-
ERS WHERE YOU LEARN DEBATE 

STRATEGY AND TACTICS, SO 
YOU WILL BE READY TO CRUSH 

OPPONENTS FROM STUYVESANT, 
BRONX SCIENCE AND OTHER 

SCHOOLS WE BEAST ON REGU-
LARLY AT TOURNAMENTS!

WHY DEBATE, YOU ASK?

- DEVELOP RESEARCH, ANALYSIS, 
AND ORGANIZATIONAL SKILLS 

THAT WILL HELP YOU IN SCHOOL
- COMPETE IN TOURNAMENTS 

AGAINST STUDENTS FROM ALL 
OVER THE CITY

- TRAVEL TO AWAY TOURNA-
MENTS IN OTHER CITIES AND 
STATES (AND MISS SCHOOL)

- WIN TROPHIES AND SCHOLAR-
SHIPS

- USE DEBATE TOPICS AND EVI-
DENCE AS SOURCES FOR THE IB 

PERSONAL PROJECT OR EXTEND-
ED ESSAY

- MAKE FRIENDS WITH DEBATERS 
FROM OTHER SCHOOLS, THEN 

BEAST ON THEM!

FOR INFORMATION, SEE MARK 
WOLOV OR ERIKA TANNOR

editorials and letters

Mr Anderson’s thoughts on “What do bees     
do...?” from the April issue of the Bacc Rag.
Dotted T’s and Crossed 
I’s:  A Misspelling of 
Sting
        In an effort to sum-
marize the achievements 
of the boys’ basketball 
season, an article was 
printed in the Bacc Rag 
that did not delve into the 
finer details of the season. 
The boys’ basketball team 
didn’t experience much 
success statistically last 
season, however, there 
were inaccuracies printed 
about their accomplish-
ments. The team played a 
total of 12 official games 
and ended the season 
with a down-to-the-wire 
victory over Manhattan 
Village Academy High 
School. Yes, the team 
only experienced one 
victory this year, but their 
season exemplified the 
growth and development 
of a winning spirit.   
How Do You Sting? 
In the last game of the 
season, the boys’ bas-
ketball team sparked an 
attitude that produced a 
win. The team played in a 
four-team tournament at 
Foundations Academy in 
Brooklyn that took place 
the last week of February. 
B.S.G.E. was defeated in 
the first game of the tour-
nament by Foundations 

to poor team chemistry, 
incremental player devel-
opment, and ultimately 
to losing many games. 
For most of the season, 
key players struggled to 
balance their academic 
commitment and their 
obligation to the team.  
The basketball season 
started in November, the 
first game was played in 
January, and there were 
fewer than five practices 
with the entire team. The 
season went quickly, and 
limited skill level, unreli-
able players, and incon-
sistent practice habits pro-
duced poor performance 
in games.  
              Although 
B.S.G.E. played teams 
that were more experi-
enced the boys continued 
to grow.  The boys’ team 
was developmental and 
played all their scheduled 
games against well-estab-
lished varsity B-Division 
teams such as, Informa-
tion Technology High 
School, and Queens 
Vocational High School. 
Five out of the seven 
teams that played in this 
league had a record of 
.500 or better and made it 
to the PSAL B-Division 
Playoffs. The boys didn’t 
have the experience to 

overcome the competitive 
schedule, but began to 
understand that everyone 
had a role. As most teams 
began to wind down 
and finish their season, 
the boys became more 
dedicated to practice and 
eager to play more games.  
The Correct Spelling of 
Sting
 There is a similar 
discipline needed when 
writing and playing 
basketball. Both require 
refining what you know 
and acknowledging what 
you don’t know. When 
writing about our school 
teams we need to make 
sure we are including the 
most significant elements 
of growth. The boys bas-
ketball team contributed 
to defining the B.S.G.E. 
athlete model. We should 
remember when we are 
chanting Sting on the 
sidelines we are inter-
jecting a mantra that 
represents refined skills, 
academic commitment, 
school spirit, and personal 
growth.  A Sting uniform 
should always be a model 
for progress, with less 
emphasis on a winning 
percentage.  The team has 
much to reflect on and has 
many positives to look 
forward to next year. 

Academy, the eventual 
tournament champions. 
Fortunately, BSGE didn’t 
get down and finally 
came together in the last 
game of the tournament 
against a lively Manhat-
tan Village Academy 
High School. Both teams 
traded baskets until the 
last two minutes. BSGE 
was finally in the clear 
when Hkeem Anderson 
completed a hard drive 
to the basket that put the 
team up permanently. 
Josh Valladares later 
sealed the game with two 
free throws, and other 
members put together a 
dynamic defensive effort 
that became energizing. 
The team-inspired rally 
suppressed Manhattan 
Village Academy’s come-
back attempts and was 
one of the only times the 
boys used their individual 
strengths and played co-
hesively.
These Bees Were New 
To The Work 
The Boys’ basketball 
team generated good 
interest last season, but 
didn’t have any seasoned 
talent. Before last sea-
son there was only one 
player that played with 
an official team. This 
inexperience contributed 



three-way showdown  for President.

Barack Obama by Bianca Martinez
 Although students cannot partake in the voting process, which occurs every four years, we should 
still be knowledgeable about the people who are running for office to represent and guide our country. Our 
future is in their hands. Before electing a president, what should we know? Do they know enough to be the 
president? Do they have any experience? What are their intentions and how does it benefit our country? 
Really, the question is, why choose Democrat Barack Obama over the many other eligible candidates?
 Barack Obama was born on August 4th, 1961 in Honolulu, Hawaii to biracial parents. His father, 
Barack Obama Sr., was from Kenya and his mother, Ann Dunham, from Wichita, Kansas. He lived in his 
hometown of Honolulu for the beginning years of his life with both parents. At age 2, his parents got di-
vorced and Obama moved with his mother to Indonesia. Soon on, he moved back to Honolulu to live with 
his extended family after his mother’s death and battle with cancer. Although times were rough, Obama 
managed to stay on track academically. Life outside school was another story - Obama used drugs and 
alcohol as he was growing up to comfort and protect himself from his past.
  He eventually moved to California and attended Occidental College. He then transferred to 
Columbia University where he received his Bachelor of Arts. In 1985 Obama worked hand-in-hand with 
a church organization that was trying to benefit struggling 
neighborhoods in Chicago as a community organizer.  It 
was here where Obama realized that he wanted to change 
the world and he was going to do it through politics. In 
1988, Obama was accepted to and attended Harvard Law. 
He received his J.D. degree and worked with attorneys for 
a few years, learning about and defending cases dealing 
with voting rights and bigotry..
 In 1996 Obama was elected onto the Illinois Senate where he served eight years. Once Obama 
was promoted to US Senate he began to make changes. He did work that would help decrease the cost of 
childcare; minimize tax for people with little income and other things that would eventually have a posi-
tive outcome. Obama was considered one of “ten people who could change the world” and one of “the 
world’s most influential people”.
 February 2007 marked the start of Barack Obama’s campaign for presidency in hopes of being 
the first black president. During his first speech as a newly elected candidate for office, Obama said “We 
owe it to the American people to do more than that.”
 In one word, Obama is about: change. He wants to see the people happy, living in a world that 
benefits everyone. “I wouldn’t be here if, time and again, the torch had not been passed to a new genera-
tion,” Obama said during a candidate speech in October of 2007. Obama is a young candidate and often 
uses this to his advantage; a new generation wants change. He believes he can be that change – the change 
that America has been begging for for so long.
 His campaign has raised $58 million dollars – more than any previous campaign. His “everyman” 
image is what appeals to people of all ages, races, and sexes in America. Obama, 46 years old, enjoys 
playing poker, eating chili, writing books about his life, relaxing at home with his wife and two daughters. 

John McCain by Dimitri Baskous
 John McCain is a senator from Arizona and he also served in the Navy as a pilot dur-
ing the Vietnam War.  He was born in Panama, which means that he would be the first president 
born outside of the U.S. if elected. Born in 1936, McCain would be the oldest President ever to 
take office if he is elected. He’s way older than the Democratic candidates, who accuse each other 
of having minimal experience. He is the son of an admiral, as well as the grandson of another 
admiral, (both named John McCain) so naturally, the Navy was a perfect fit. While serving in the 
Vietnam War, he received some honors and declarations, such as the Purple Heart and Distin-
guished Flying Cross. He was shot down on one mission and held prisoner in a place known as 
the “Hanoi Hilton” until the war ended; McCain later revealed that he was tortured frequently. He 
retired from the Navy in 1981, and won his first term in the House of Representatives for Arizona 
a year later. In 1987, John McCain was first elected as a senator in the same state, which he still 
represents as his occupation to this day. He has never been publicly confronted of a politically in-
correct scandal, though he has been through numerous marriages. Two of his sons are in the Navy, 
one serving a tour of duty in Iraq.
 John McCain tried to become the Republican nominee in the 2000 elections, but lost to 
George Bush. After losing the nomination to George Bush, he returned to being a senator until 
2007, when he ran to become the republican nominee of the 2008 elections. He succeeded in this, 
beating out Mitt Romney, Mike Huckabee, and Rudy Giuliani for the nomination. Though unsuc-
cessful in his first run and presidential candidacy eight year ago, he is now in search of candidacy 
again.
 One of the most important issues in the country is the state of the economy. Like all of 
the candidates, he has created a plan for ending this problem. For rising gas prices, he has stated 
his plan to create a “gas tax holiday” where gas taxes will be temporarily be lowered during the 
summer. He will cut taxes of middle-class families, who typically have higher taxes than figured 
as fair. He will create a new special home loan for a way to get out of the housing crisis. Reducing 
Pork Barrel Spending within the American government has been one of the major achievements 
through his campaign so far.
 Another hot issue is the Iraq war, and while John McCain doesn’t plan on ending the 
war, he plans to eliminate the insurgents in the country in ways like a large troop surge and train-
ing the Iraqi army. On the subject of the environment, he believes that the economy and environ-
ment are dependent on each other. He thinks that we should become less dependent on foreign 
sources of energy and use alternative energy.
 On November 4th, 2008, most adult American citizens will be in their nearest school caf-
eteria or gym and making their choices for President. Under the Presidential Candidate box, the 
name John McCain will be there. While the Democratic candidate has yet to be revealed, McCain 
is our pick as Republican candidate for President.

Picture

Drawing by Jean Lemke Charlot

Election Vocabulary 
Absentee Voting: A way people can vote when 
they can’t get to their polling place. They vote on 
a special form and mail it in.

Closed Primary: A primary in which voters can 
only vote for candidates in the party they are 
registered in. Prevents members of other parties 
from “crossing over” to influence the nomination 
of an opposing party’s candidate.

Congressional Districts (CD): A political sub-
division in which the nation is divided for the 
purposes of elected U.S. Representatives. Each 
district contains about 570,000 people.

Delegate: An individual who is appointed to 
represent others.

Electoral College: A body of electors chosen by 
the voters in each state to elect the President and 
Vice President of the U.S. The number of elec-
tors in each state is equal to its number of repre-
sentatives in both houses of the U.S. Congress.

Exit Poll: A poll taken of a small percentage of 
voters as they leave the polls, used to forecast the 
outcome of an election or determine the reasons 
for voting decisions.

Federal Election Commission (F.E.C.): A 
commission that oversees federal campaigns, 
founded in 1974.

Gerrymander: The dividing of a state, county, 
etc., into election districts so as to give one 
political party a majority in many districts while 
concentrating the voting strength of the other 
party into as few districts as possible.

Hype: Slang for political ads (e.g. slick short TV 
commercials).

Initiative: A procedure by which a specified 
number of voters may propose a statute, constitu-
tional amendment, or ordinance, and compel a 
popular vote on its adoption.

Issue: A point, matter, or dispute, the decision of 
which is of special or public importance.

Landslide: An election in which a particular 
victorious candidate or party receives an over-

whelming mass or majority of votes.

Matching Funds: Primary presidential candi-
dates are eligible to receive dollar-for-dollar 
funds from the federal government that match 
the amount they have raised through their own 
efforts. They can receive matching funds only if 
they agree to limit their spending to $37 million 
during the primaries.

Mudslinging: Negative, often personal, fre-
quently inaccurate, or exaggerated attacks of the 
opposition.

Nominee: The person chosen by a political party 
to serve as its representative in a general elec-
tion.

Office-Block Ballot: A ballot on which the can-
didates are listed alphabetically, with or without 
their party designations, in columns under the of-
fice for which they were nominated. Also called 
a “Massachusetts” ballot.

Open Primary: A primary in which voters can 
vote for either party, regardless of which party 
they are registered in.

Party-Column Ballot: A ballot listing all candi-
dates of a certain party for different offices under 
the name of that party.

  Platform: A public statement of the principles, 
objectives, and policy of a political party, espe-
cially as put forth by the representatives of the 
party in a convention to nominate candidates for 
an election.

Primary: A meeting of the voters of a politi-
cal party in an election district for nominating 
candidates for office and choosing delegates for 
a convention.

Running Mate: A presidential candidate will 
choose another individual to run for vice-
president. This person is the candidate’s running 
mate.

Spin: The presentation of information that is 
biased to favor the candidates. Advisors to the 
candidates may engage in ‘spin’ in their com-
munications to the media.

-www.teachervision.com

election ‘08



three-way showdown  for President.

Hillary Clinton Profile by Alexandra Krutel
 
 Hillary Clinton has come a long way since she was a small girl growing up in 
Illinois. Since then, Hillary has succeeded in becoming an advocate for families, an 
attorney, a First Lady, an author, and a very influential woman. Throughout her life, she 
has been inspired to work hard to get what she believes is right. For example, she has 
been an advocate for children’s rights for a long time, because of experiences in her 
family. She has long fought for what she believes in, and will only fight harder if she 
becomes president. 
 So what does Clinton have in store for our schools if she wins the presidential 
race? First off, she believes that kids should be prepared to learn by the time they enter 
kindergarten, and she will fulfill that by starting new programs to help young kids learn, 
and have all four-year-olds attend pre-school. Clinton also wants parents to get more 
involved in their kids’ learning before kindergarten, because she thinks that parents are 
a strong role model in the lives of young children. 
 For kids in kindergarten to 12th grade, Clinton plans on doing a lot more. She 
wants to finish No Child Left Behind, because she feels it puts too much emphasis on 
state tests. She also wants more excellent teachers and principals in our schools. Clin-
ton is also planning on creating schools that are safer, healthier, less energy consum-
ing, and protects kids from environmental dangers which schools are known as “green 
schools”. 
 However, it doesn’t stop there. Clinton has ideas for what to do with colleges 
too. Clinton thinks that everyone should have a college education, especially because it 
is so important today. She wants to make going to college more affordable, so everyone 
can get in and have a chance to get a higher education. To do this, she will encourage 
some colleges to expand and allow more students from low-income neighborhoods to 
join, and more. 
 All in all, Hillary Clinton has a lot to do if she becomes president. She cares 
about improving our schools, and helping everyone receive the education they deserve. 
So now that you know what Clinton wants to do, who do you want to win the election?

VS

Barack Obama by Bianca Martinez
 Although students cannot partake in the voting process, which occurs every four years, we should 
still be knowledgeable about the people who are running for office to represent and guide our country. Our 
future is in their hands. Before electing a president, what should we know? Do they know enough to be the 
president? Do they have any experience? What are their intentions and how does it benefit our country? 
Really, the question is, why choose Democrat Barack Obama over the many other eligible candidates?
 Barack Obama was born on August 4th, 1961 in Honolulu, Hawaii to biracial parents. His father, 
Barack Obama Sr., was from Kenya and his mother, Ann Dunham, from Wichita, Kansas. He lived in his 
hometown of Honolulu for the beginning years of his life with both parents. At age 2, his parents got di-
vorced and Obama moved with his mother to Indonesia. Soon on, he moved back to Honolulu to live with 
his extended family after his mother’s death and battle with cancer. Although times were rough, Obama 
managed to stay on track academically. Life outside school was another story - Obama used drugs and 
alcohol as he was growing up to comfort and protect himself from his past.
  He eventually moved to California and attended Occidental College. He then transferred to 
Columbia University where he received his Bachelor of Arts. In 1985 Obama worked hand-in-hand with 
a church organization that was trying to benefit struggling 
neighborhoods in Chicago as a community organizer.  It 
was here where Obama realized that he wanted to change 
the world and he was going to do it through politics. In 
1988, Obama was accepted to and attended Harvard Law. 
He received his J.D. degree and worked with attorneys for 
a few years, learning about and defending cases dealing 
with voting rights and bigotry..
 In 1996 Obama was elected onto the Illinois Senate where he served eight years. Once Obama 
was promoted to US Senate he began to make changes. He did work that would help decrease the cost of 
childcare; minimize tax for people with little income and other things that would eventually have a posi-
tive outcome. Obama was considered one of “ten people who could change the world” and one of “the 
world’s most influential people”.
 February 2007 marked the start of Barack Obama’s campaign for presidency in hopes of being 
the first black president. During his first speech as a newly elected candidate for office, Obama said “We 
owe it to the American people to do more than that.”
 In one word, Obama is about: change. He wants to see the people happy, living in a world that 
benefits everyone. “I wouldn’t be here if, time and again, the torch had not been passed to a new genera-
tion,” Obama said during a candidate speech in October of 2007. Obama is a young candidate and often 
uses this to his advantage; a new generation wants change. He believes he can be that change – the change 
that America has been begging for for so long.
 His campaign has raised $58 million dollars – more than any previous campaign. His “everyman” 
image is what appeals to people of all ages, races, and sexes in America. Obama, 46 years old, enjoys 
playing poker, eating chili, writing books about his life, relaxing at home with his wife and two daughters. 

Which Candidate Does BSGE Support?  
Obama by a Landslide! by Ava Myint

 Who is going to 
win the presidential race? 
You’ve heard about it on 
the news and even your 
parents are talking about 
it. Barack Obama, Hillary 
Clinton, John McCain… 
these names are commonly 
used when talking about 
the presidential election. 
Who are these 
candidates and 
do they have 
the support of 
BSGE stu-
dents? Even if 
our students 
select a certain 
candidate, do 
they know why 
they’ve chosen 
that person? 
Did they make 
a selection based on impor-
tant and relevant issues or 
based on media popular-
ity?
 Approximately 
68% of students from 
BSGE believe that Barack  
Obama Jr. should be our 
future president. Barack 
Obama is a senator from 
Illinois and if elected, he 
would be America’s first 
African-American presi-
dent. Obama has many im-
portant issues on his plat-
form such as free health 
insurance. Another issue he 
is concerned about is tax. 

makes too many mistakes.” 
One student said, “John 
McCain will be the next 
George Bush.”
 Jessica, a sev-
enth grader, said, “ I 
want Hillary to win, but I 
think Obama will.” Many 
students feel that way see-
ing since Obama is a top 

runner in the presidential 
race. Obama is different 
from the other candidates 
too. For instance, he is 
younger and therefore 
is more appealing to a 
younger demographic of 
voters. He also focuses on 
issues that young people 
are more interested such 
as education. Many 
students say, “Hillary is 
old!” Hillary Clinton tried 

to appeal to young voters 
as well by making guest 
appearances on shows 
such as “Saturday Night 
Live.” “We need someone 
to unite us and Obama can 
do that,” Nathan Nikolic, 
a ninth grader, said. Many 
people who aren’t as edu-
cated about the issues, pick 
Obama because he would 
be the first black president 
when elected. Statistics 
may show the winners 
and losers of the race, but 
in my opinion, it can all 
change quickly.

Obama’s campaign issues 
of being vague. 
 John Sidney 
McCain III is the only 
Republican left in the 
Republican Party running 
in the presidential race. 
McCain is a senator from 
Arizona. In 2000, he ran 
for president but was not 

elected. McCain has been 
more successful in this 
year’s presidential elec-
tion. However, only 7% 
of BSGE students believe 
that he should be elected. 
John McCain has also 
been attacking Obama’s 
campaign. McCain isn’t 
popular with the students 
because students believe 
that he is too similar to 
our current president, 
George W. Bush. Students 
believe that George Bush 
has failed as a president. 
An anonymous seventh 
grader said, “George Bush 

He believes that the upper 
class should be taxed more 
than the middle and lower 
classes. Obama’s campaign 
has been successful so far 
but he still receives attacks 
from the other candidates.
 Hillary Diane 
Rodham Clinton is a 
Democrat and a senator 

like Barack Obama. She is 
from New York. You may 
have heard of her name in 
politics before. Clinton is 
the wife of former presi-
dent Bill Clinton. Being 
the wife of a political 
figure, Clinton has vast 
amounts of political ex-
perience yet she is having 
trouble getting the popular 
vote. Approximately 25% 
of BSGE believe that she 
should be elected. Hillary 
Clinton and her campaign 
party are launching attacks 
on Obama’s campaign. In 
one attack, Hillary accused 

Primaries 101 (It’s Complicated)
by Aly Lakhaney

What is a primary election? Why do we have primary elections?
We have two major parties in our nation today, the Republican and 
Democratic parties.  Within each party, there is a variety of opinions 
and sometimes there is more than one person in a party who wants 
run for a particular office.  A primary is the election within a party to 
choose the candidate to represent that party in the general election.  It’s 
like the election before the election.  There are primaries for many dif-
ferent offices such as President, Senate, Mayor, city council, etc.  

How does our primary process work?
When it comes to the Presidential Primary elections, each party decides 
when each state has its vote.  In 2008, the primary elections started 
in January with Iowa and finish up in June with Puerto Rico.  When 
a candidate receives the majority of the votes cast, he or she is said 
to have won that state.  Each party makes up its own rules about how 
the delegates are given out.  The Republican Party has some prima-
ries where the winner gets all of the delegates and some in which the 
delegates are given out proportional the number of votes cast (if two 
candidates split the vote 60-40, they split the delegates 60-40). The 
Democratic Party has all of its delegates given out proportionally.

Who can vote in a primary?
In some states, anyone can vote, in other states, you have to be a mem-
ber of that party to vote.  You can only vote in one primary.
 
What is a delegate?
A delegate is a person chosen by the candidate to represent a state.  
When a candidate wins a state, delegates are pledged to support the 
winning candidate the national party convention when the nominee is 
chosen.

How do you know how many delegates each state gets?
Each state gets a number of delegates that is determined by a confusing 
formula based on the population of the state.  States can be given more 
delegates based on how strong the party is in that state.  They would 
get bonus delegates for having a governor, a majority of the state as-
sembly, or many registered members of that party.

What’s the difference between a caucus and a primary?
A primary is an election in which people go into voting booths and 
vote for which person they want.  A caucus is basically when people 
of a party get together at a meeting place and discuss which candidate 
they support and can convince each other to support their candidate.  
People declare their support for candidates publicly.

Why is the Democratic primary still going? 
Because there was strong competiton inside both Republican and 
Democratic parties, it has taken both parties longer than usual to decide 
candidates, especially the Democratic party.  

What’s a Super Delegate?
They’re not faster than a speeding bullet but they do have the super 
power to overturn elections.  It is a person that has an important posi-
tion in the political party that gets to help decide whom the nominee 
will be.  They can support any candidate they want, unlike pledged 
delegates.

election ‘08
“I’m asking you to believe. Not 
just in my ability to bring about 
real change in Washington… I’m 
asking you to believe in yours.”



these bsge baseball bees talk about their sting
Kristopher Kesoglides

“Kritty”
Centerfield

Favorite Moment: “When we came back from a home 
game against Aviation. We were losing 7-6 and we came 
back and won in the last inning.”
Chant: “BUZZ BUZZ ST-ING”
Like the Most: “The whole team is close.”

Billy Olivares
Shortstop

favorite moment: “winning our first game at L.I.C. that I 
got to close out.”
favorite part: “being around all your friends is the best 
part because you have a great time playing the game but 
even more with your friends.”

Mark Belio
“Bells”

Leftfield

Favorite Moment: “Frankie hitting a home run.”
Chant: “just say, go (name of batter) because if people 
start chanting it get annoying.”
Like Most: “even though we aren’t an official base-
ball team we get to travel and go to Manhatten and the 
Bronx.”

Frankie Alverez
“Frank Fisk”

Catcher

Favorite moment: hitting the game tying home run 
against Aviation and then getting the team pumped to 
come back in the bottom of the ninth.
Favorite part: being able to bond with my fellow team-
mates and consider them family.

Daniel Fridman
“Lefty”
First Base

Favorite Moment: “being on the field for the first pitch.”
About the Team: “I think we’ve got great group of guys. 
Not everyone is a seasoned veteran by any means, but 
we’ve got a team that works together for every play and 
that’s the most important thing. All of the players pick 
each other up and nobody is above anyone else we have 
the team aspect established whenever we are practicing or 
playing, and that’s a credit to every player and the coach 
that’s stuck with us all year.”

Evan Badler
“Bad Guy”

Second Base

Favorite Moment: “It would have to be Frankie’s 
homerun.”
Like the Most About the Team: “It’s 16 guys just hang-
ing out playing baseball.”
Team Future: “We have great prospects coming up from 
the 7th and 8th grade.

Rudy Fuzayluv
“ Fuzzy”

Rightfield

Favorite Moment: “going out into right field and people 
watching chanting RUDY.”
Favorite Part of Being on the Team: “the fact that I can 
say I’m on the team.”
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Mr. Patrick McDonald
“MAC”

Coach
Favorite Moment: “watching the kids play John F. Ken-
nedy, because they are one of the best teams in the state.”
Favorite Part: “watching the kids play other teams.:

photo by Auset Alexander



Nick Alverez
“ Wedgie”

Pitcher

Favorite Moment: “.”
Favorite Part: “having the experience of versing 15 and 
16 year olds when we are 13.”

these bsge baseball bees talk about their sting
Oren Shafir
“Pedroia”

Infield

Favorite Moment: “when Frankie hit the game tieing 
homerun.”
Like the Most: “All the people who I’ve been competing 
with are on the team and they are all my friends.”
Team Future: “If we continue working together and 
building chemistry we have the chance to be great.

Marcelo Jimenez de 
Arcgulega

“Coco Crisp”
First Base

Favorite Moment: “when Frankie made the game tieing 
homerun.”
Favorite Part: “I’m with all my friends playing a game 
I love.”

Josh Valladares.
Rightfield

John Kunicki 
“Johnny Damon”

Left Field

Favorite Moment: “when Frankie hit 
the homerun.”

Jamal Waire
Outfield

Favorite Moment: “when Frankie hit the homerun that 
tied the game. 
Favorite Part: “Playing a game I like with a bunch of 
cool guys.”

Jonathan Diaz
“JD”
1st Base

Favorite Moment: “scoring the first run of the season.”
Favorite Part: “being part of a team.”

Sean Chin
Third Base

favorite moment: “winning two games in a row at cen-
tral park.”
favorite part: “playing a game I love with an alright 
bunch of guys.”

Photo by Rudy Fuzaylov  photos by Jolijt Tamanaha

Chris Alverez
“ JLo”
Third Base

Favorite Moment: “When we beat Laguardia by a lot.”
Favorite Part: “Being with my two brothers.”



2008 regents advice
Tuesday, June 17
9:15 a.m.- Integrated 
Algebra
1:15 p.m.- Chemistry

Wednesday, June 18
9:15 a.m.- English: 
Section One
1:15 p.m.- Global His-
tory and Geography

Thursday, June 19
9:15 a.m.- English: 
Section Two
1:15 p.m.- Mathemat-
ics A, Mathematics B

Friday, June 20
9:15 a.m.- U.S. His-

tory and Government
1:15 p.m.- Earth Sci-
ence

Monday, June 23
9:15 a.m.- Second 
Language Proficiency 
(French, Spanish)

Tuesday, June 24
9:15 a.m.- Living En-
vironment
1:15 p.m.- Com-
prehensive Regents 
(French, Spanish)

Wednesday, June 25
9:15 a.m.- Physics
Good Luck!

Regents Tests:

1. Helpful Resources
Barrons Review Books: 
There are multiple companies that make review 
books for the Regents exams but the Barron’s 
review books are widely regarded as the best.  
For each subject you can but the “blue book” 
which reviews the course materials and a “red 
book” which is full of practice tests.  In a retail 
bookstore you can buy the combination of the 
two for about $20.

Regents Websites: 

New York State Education Department Re-
gents Page
http://www.nysedregents.org/
This site contains each of the last 10 Regents 
exams given for each subject.  

Oswego City School District Regents Page
http://www.regentsprep.org/
What this site offers is a break down of each 
subject test into topics.  You can click a particu-
lar topic and it gives you a random spread of 
real Regents questions for that topic.  

Jefferson Math Project
http://www.jmap.org
This website does a very good job breaking 
down Math A and B regents questions by topic.

2. How To Study 
For the Regents
Familiarize yourself with the test: 
There are only so many questions that the 
Regents can ask and only so many ways they 
can ask it.  You will be able to see patterns and 
repeated questions the more practice questions 
you do.  The more familiar you are with the 
test, the better prepared you will be.  Here are 5 
helpful hints…

Take full practice tests:
You should take 3-4 full practice tests on your 
own and score yourself to see how you will do 
on the real test.  You can also analyze which 
types of questions and topics you need to work 
on.  Taking full practice tests will also help you 
get used to taking long exams.

When you’re done taking a practice test, 
score it and review what you got wrong:
Far too often, students mark questions right 
or wrong and then never look at the questions 
again.  Look at the questions you got wrong or 
were not sure about and figure out why you got 
the question wrong.  Remember, there are only 
a limited number of ideas they can test you on.

Break questions down by topic:
There are some topics you know better than 
others so you should identify the topics you 
need help with and focus your attention on 
those.  Taking and analyzing full practice tests 
should help you figure out what you need the 
most work on.

Look at sample essays: (For English and His-
tory Regents)
In Regents review books and regents websites, 
you can find sample essays that are scored and 
explained.  Look at samples to see exactly what 
graders are looking for and the best ways to 
gain points.  

Go to your teacher’s Regents help sessions:
Whether they are after school, sixth period or 
by appointment, go!  Your teachers are experts 
in their subjects and experts on the tests.  Use 
their knowledge to your advantage.

3. General Study 
Tips
Being an effective learner requires you to find 
effective ways to study.  This could be devel-
oping time management skills or working on 
better memorization skills.  There is no one size 
fits all approach to learning and so you need 
to find the best way that works for you.  There 
are mnemonic devices, rhymes, flash cards, etc.  
Find a nice list of study techniques on the fol-
lowing site.

http://www.howtostudy.org/
This site has a great section listed under “re-
sources” to help give you ideas about how to 
study and prepare for tests.

4. Approaches When 
Taking the Test
Use the time given:
You are given 3 hours to take each Regents 
exam but students rarely use all of that time.  
Be careful and deliberate and do not make any 
mistakes because you rushed through the exam

Rephrase the questions: 
Just because you read a question does not mean 
that you understand what it is asking you.  Al-
ways take a moment to put the question in your 
own words and understand what they’re asking 
you to do.

Cover the answer choices and speak for 
yourself: (Not for Math)
Multiple choice questions are often designed 
to confuse you by the choices they give.  Don’t 
let them confuse you.  After you know what 
they are asking you, cover the answer choices 
and first try to come up with what you think the 
answer is and then look at the answer choices.

Process of elimination: 
As you go through the answer choices with an 
idea of what you’re looking for, cross off the 
answer choices that are definitely wrong and 
keep what could possibly be the answer.  DO 
NOT cross off answer choices if you don’t 
know what they are talking about.  After you’ve 
gone through the answer choices once, see 
what’s left, keep crossing off until you’re down 
to one. 

Answer all of the questions and guess aggres-
sively:
Don’t ever leave a multiple choice question 
blank.  You will be marked incorrect for a blank 
response.  You have a 25% chance of getting a 
question right if you randomly guess so choose 
your favorite letter.  (I like choice “A”)

Make outlines for essays:
You have a lot of time to take this test, use some 
of it to get your thoughts in order before you 
write.

Back solving and using the answer choices 
(math and science):  
Sometimes you are unsure how to answer a 
math question the way it is given.  Sometimes 
you look at the answer choices to help you 
either solve the question or at least eliminate 
some obviously wrong answers.

Be Relaxed:  
The better prepared you are, the more comfort-
able you will be while taking the test.  

Donate your old Regents and SAT 
prep books! 

The money will go towards improving 
the school’s technology.

Drop boxes in Amy Reichel’s office on 
the second floor and in the main of-

fice.
Beginning May 27th until the end of 

the school year!



Iron Man Main Summer 
Flick! by Alexis Cotton

but luckily it turned 
out very well. He fit 
the character when it 
came to portraying the 
super rich egotistical 
Tony Stark. Gwyneth 
Paltrow, who played 
Pepper Pots- Tony 
Stark’s assistant of 
many years- had good 
chemistry during their 
scenes together. 
    Tony Stark: “They 
say the best weapon 
is one you never have 
to fire. I respectfully 
disagree. I prefer the 
weapon you only need 
to fire once. That’s how 
dad did it, that’s how 

America does it, and 
it’s worked out pretty 
well so far.” It raked 

in 219 million dollars 
over its first weekend. 
 Iron Man 
wasn’t all about the 
fighting sequences. 
At the beginning of 
the movie it started 
out slow, more based 
on character develop-
ments. But then the 
rest of the movie had 
great high-tech effects, 
from the flying to the 
explosions. The best 
effects since Trans-
formers came out. Iron 
Man deserves 3 1/2 out 
of 4 stars. I am eagerly 
awaiting the sequel. 
And anyone who 

hasn’t 
seen the movie has to 
see it. It’s definitely the 
must see movie of the 
summer. 

 Iron Man 
Strikes Theaters! Iron 
Man, based on the 
Marvel comic, hit 
movie theatres May 2, 
2008. Directed by Jon 
Favreau and Starring 
Robert Downey Jr. as 
Tony Stark, a billion-
aire weapons maker. 
When demonstrating 
his newest weaponry 
in Afghanistan, he was 
kidnapped by a terror-
ist who said he was go-
ing to hold him captive 
unless he built a mis-
sile. Instead of making 
the missile, Tony Stark 
built a suit that helped 
him escape. When 
he makes it back to 
America he continues 
to build a bigger and 
better “Iron Man” 
suit. 
 Iron Man 
was definitely not 
the ordinary su-
per hero movie. It 
wasn’t about the 
nerdy teenager 
who finds out he 
has super powers. 
Rather a man who 
has made himself 
a superhero using 
his smarts. 
 Robert Downey 
Jr. was bold choice, 

Uglies Couldn’t be More 
Beautiful by Alexandra Krutel and Niamh Nolan

 “She could 
see New Pretty Town 
through her open win-
dow. The party towers 
were already lit up, and 
snakes of burning torch-
es marked flickering 
pathways through the 
pleasure gardens. A few 
hot-air balloons pulled 
at their tethers against 
the darken-
ing pink 
sky, their 
passengers 
shoot-
ing safety 
fireworks 
at other 
balloons 
and pass-
ing para-
sailers.” 
All Tally 
Young-
blood 
wanted was 
to be pretty 
and party in 
New Pretty 
Town with 
every other 
16-year-
old. Tally’s 
world is not 
like any-
one else’s. 
It’s a few 
centuries 
after our 
time, and things have 
changed. When people 
turn 16, they get an op-
eration that turns them 
from ugly to pretty. 
 When Tally 
meets a new girl, Shay, 
while sneaking out of 
Uglyville, they instantly 
become friends. Shay 
and Tally realize they 
have a lot in common, 
like the same birthday, 
which means the same 
operation date. Although 
Tally is very excited to 
turn pretty, she notices 
Shay is not as enthusi-

astic. When Tally’s turn 
to become pretty finally 
comes, something goes 
wrong. She is taken 
away and told that her 
best friend, Shay, has 
run away. She is then 
forced to make a deci-
sion that will change 
everything. She can 
go after her friend and 

bring her back, or Tally 
will have to spend the 
rest of her life an ugly. 
 Tally makes 
her decision to go after 
Shay, and when she 
does, she comes across 
more than she imagined. 
She discovers a whole 
city of people who have 
run away because they 
disagreed with the op-
eration. They call their 
city The Smoke. But 
these people are hiding 
something, something 
that they want the rest 
of the world to know; a 

secret about the opera-
tion and how it changes 
you. Tally soon becomes 
close to everyone in 
the Smoke, especially 
David. David had 
lived in the Smoke all 
his life, and was par-
ticularly close to Shay. 
Tally eventually makes 
another decision that 

will affect the 
lives of her and 
everyone else 
around her. 
 This 
book is guar-
anteed to be 
a good read. 
It is thrilling, 
full of ac-
tion, and very 
suspenseful. 
The author of 
the book, Scott 
Westerfeld, 
uses a style of 
writing that 
will leave you 
holding on to 
that book until 
you finish. He 
uses a cliff-
hanger at the 
end of almost 
every chapter 
to keep you 
moving on to 
the next. “The 
next morning 

she awoke to chaos, 
the sounds of running, 
shouting, and the scream 
of machines invading 
her dreams. Out the 
bunkhouse window, the 
sky was full of hover-
cars. Special Circum-
stances had arrived.” 
This is one example 
of how this book will 
keep you clinging on to 
it until the end. When 
you’re done, don’t 
worry! There are three 
awesome sequels that 
continue this amazing 
story.  

BSGE Meets College
 On May 22nd, 
2008, BSGE held a 
college panel with 
representatives from 
10 different colleges 
and universities.  The 
audience was comprised 
of 11th grade students 
while 12th grade stu-
dents, already admitted 
to colleges, asked ques-
tions to the representa-
tives about topics rang-
ing from the application 
process to student life on 
campus.  The event was 
held from 1:00-3:00 PM 
in the cafeteria.  After 
the panel discussion was 
over, students had time 
to talk to the representa-
tives individually.  
 The representa-
tives from each school 
discussed what the 
schools emphasized as 
far as its admissions pol-
icies and which factors 
each found important.  
Each school stressed the 
importance of grades, 
saying that they were 
looking for students 
who received 5, 6, and 

 Students in 
attendance had mostly 
positive but mixed reac-
tions to the event.  When 
asked what he gained 
from attending the col-
lege panel, Junior Danny 
Alvarez said, “I now 
specifically know what 
to look for in colleges, 
what colleges look for, 
and what to improve.”  
This was a common 
sentiment whereas Ju-
nior Adam Popper said, 
“I feel just as smart as 
I was yesterday.”  For 
some, this was a more 
humbling experience.  
Junior Vincent Dillon 
said that what he got out 
of the event was “de-
pression.”

7’s from IB 
schools.  In ad-
dition, schools 
stressed the 
importance of 
challenging 
yourself by 
taking difficult 
classes that are 
offered by your 
schools.  Many 
schools also 
discussed the impor-
tance of SAT scores with 
1100 and 1200 (Math 
and Reading) being 
minimum recommended 
scores for consideration 
though some schools 
said they did not look 
at SAT scores at all.  
Personal statements and 
after school activities 
were also discussed as 
being important factors.
One of the more inter-
esting points brought up 
by one of the representa-
tives was that more and 
more colleges will look 
up your Myspace and 
Facebook pages to see 
what kind of person you 
are.

Diane Nikkolos conducted another one of BSGE’s annual spring se-
mester concerts on May 28th. Photo by Natalia Preciad O’



Living In the Shadow of Parental Alcoholism 
Diaries of Anonymous Teens

* Certain individual’s names 
are not going to be exposed 
for personal reasons. These 
are actual events, actual 
lives, and actual situations.

Two teens, coping with 
parental alcoholism, with 
stories to be heard. 
Two voices, one disease. 

             Alcoholism is a not 
just a problem but a disease. 
Not only does it affect you, 
but also it has a negative 
impact on the people that 
surround you everyday, es-
pecially family and friends. 
Alcoholism builds and traps 
a person within dangerous 
boundaries, destroying your 
health and destroying lives, 
so next time think before you 
actually engage in drinking 
alcohol. Will that person be 
you? 

Story of student #1: “What is there left to say? I have already said everything. 
Not one day passes by that I don’t feel the emotional pain, caused by my father. 
I ask myself, why? Does he not love me enough to care? This of course isn’t 
new. He’s had this drinking problem since he was 15 years old. The cause? The 
dreaded fact that my grandfather went through this, which in return affected my 
dad in the most horrible way. Not only that, but culture and lifestyle; the way 
people think it is fine to drink in Nicaragua (where he is from). Unwanted ac-
tions, severity of words not meant to be heard, abandoned hopes. Life is flowing 
at its normal speed, the sun rises in the morning the moon comes out at night, 
time perpetually continues to fly by and yet nothing has changed. I desperately 
wish with all my heart and soul, that some day he will realize it. Someday he 
will detach himself, that the cure for the sickness will be discovered. Yeah, 
right! I used to believe that it was me. I was the reason he began to drink, I was 
the cause and this is the unforgivable result. But he has had this problem since 
before I was born, and it disrupted the peace within my family’s home. This was 
the reason why my parents decided to get a divorce; it was why all the hatred 
and anguish inside of me was formed and still remains. 
        What is alcoholism? It is the dark vanity of emptiness full of fear that 
chained me to resentment; the tears that trickle down the slopes of my red cheeks 
because of my inability to help; the promises that were made and were forgotten 
all at once. There are so many events that are forever to exist in my thoughts, 
memories I wish I can forget but cannot. Vivid and painful images of unnerving 
verbal arguments, constantly escalating towards the eruption of physical vio-
lence. I remember the time it exploded into a scathing reality. My parents were 
arguing, so my brother and I were locked up in a room. I don’t know what made 
me want to look outside of that safe space...I don’t want to know. We unlocked 
the door, and both decided to peek out neither of us understanding what was 
to follow. It was a truculent punch, my father painfully hurting my mother that 
one instant, and an image that scarred my memory for life. She divorced him to 
protect us, not wanting the same thing to happen to my brother and me. As the 
police took him away, burning sorrow was converted into anger, realizing that 
it’s a never-ending tragedy.
         But I never want to remember the time I almost lost him. I knew my 
father’s health was deteriorating as he continued to consume the addictive poi-
son, but death is what scares me the most, and what horrified me that day. He got 
drunk and collapsed on the floor and was physically hurt. He experienced a heart 
attack from high cholesterol and was taken to the hospital immediately. I almost 
lost my dad because of this disease. Now, I constantly question myself about 
where he is, what he is doing, and whether he is drunk. Hoping that he isn’t 
drunk and driving, hoping that he won’t collapse, hoping that he will live another 
day. Another week, another month, another year. People don’t know how serious 
this is, it alters your mind, your body and you lose yourself. The bottle becomes 
your best friend and then nothing matters anymore. 
              He thinks I don’t love him. The truth is, I do! It is just very hard to show 
those types of emotions under these circumstances. Everyday I wish my dad 
would find some way to get better. Parts of my body, soul, brain, and heart are 
taken up by fear and I suffocate under a sea of pain that never ceases to make 
me hurt. When I couldn’t take the ache, I would find ways to make it come out. 
As horrible as it sounds, cutting myself was my own method. Scarring myself, 
bleeding, crying it all felt like the negative emotions were seeping out of me. For 
a few seconds, pain felt like pleasure. Then again, nothing would alter, so why 
continue to hurt myself forever? The sun will rise, a new day will come, and life 
will start to replay itself all over again. I will wake up, from fantasy, open my 
eyes and feel the stillness and sameness and nothing will change.”

Story of student #2: “Witnessing the successful progress my dad has experi-
enced reminds me of his vitality that I believed he could never restore. It seems 
so unreal, as if I am living in an ethereal reality, as if his boundless journey to 
recovery from alcoholism has placed him on the road to an improved lifestyle. 
Yes, it is true. I see my father, and I remember the endearing smile on his face, 
his buff body, his embrace and warmth. It was never like this though. So many 
unhappy moments, hardships, and difficulties were once major obstacles to over-
come. 
                Those horrible seven months, I had to separate myself from being next 
to my dad. How long did they think this would be kept a secret? I know they 
were trying to protect me, but the truth really hurt when it was revealed. My 
thoughts, events, everyday life could have been used to obscure what reality had 
determined would happen, but this was something that could not be hidden. 
The hospital was place my father’s health would be restored. He had been like 
this since he was sixteen when his own abusive father forced him into alcohol-
ism. It began casually, thinking it wouldn’t continue to poison the mind doubt-
ing that it would ever go any further. Then he would go to motels along with his 
friends and drink and continue to be in denial. I used to ask myself, how could 
he be so selfish? He has kids and he has responsibilities; he has a family. As I got 
older, I found myself realizing that it really isn’t his fault because it is a disease. 
It is an uncontrollable illness that grasps you from your weakest point, disguising 
itself as medicine and helps you enter a “better place”, and then you fall for that 
illusion.
                 I almost lost him. It was right when the poison was beginning to 
finally take a toll in his well-being and the consequences followed like a chain 
reaction and would never stop.  For two dreadful years my father was on life 
support and almost died because of an overdose. Doctors said that he would 
suffer from brain damage if he continued, he went through surgeries, and in the 
end after the hospital he wasn’t the same dad I had before. He came out looking 
anorexic, tired, but hopeful. The physical change was obvious but it would take 
determination and commitment for him to accept the psychological changes that 
needed to happen. We saw him take slow steps toward true improvement towards 
a new life and toward becoming a new individual. He attended many meetings, 
for people who have drug and alcohol problems.  He also turned towards God. 
Along with the support of friends, my father gained a closer connection to the 
Baptist church and this strengthened his mind as his connection with God contin-
ued to grow, so did his improvement. Yes, a metamorphosis did take place, and 
not only in his appearance but also in his beliefs and ideas that he so stubbornly 
clung to at one point of time.
              The past remains frozen in time in the labyrinth of my mind. It was a 
complex journey filled with obstacles and rage with only thoughts of prolong-
ing my father’s life important. Tears marked my tired, flushed skin forming wet 
markings, frustration skyrocketed to its highest peak, and panic would pound in 
my head deafening my ears. At one point I couldn’t withstand the force, I was 
deserted on an island within a sea of sameness, thirsting for change. Cutting 
myself seemed like a way to ooze all the unbearable sadness, all the anguish out 
of my body and soul. I needed to find a way to get rid of all the throbbing aching 
and hurting my own flesh seemed like the solution. It wasn’t until my parents 
found out and until I saw my mother sob uncontrollably when I figured it was 
not right. For many people, the past is forever gone, but I am scarred and always 
have a reminder about whom I used to be during those years plunged in dark-
ness. Not knowing the past however, you have greater possibilities to repeat it, to 
make the same mistakes. The future used to be a blur, now it is clear, and I can 
finally walk alongside the open road to happiness right next to my father. We are 
all the survivors.”



Think Twice  Before 
Cheating By Simran Vazirani
 Sitting in class, 
you have an extraordi-
narily hard test in front of 
you. Not knowing the an-
swers, you just took a little 
peek at your neighbor’s 
answers. You copy them 
quickly, hoping that your 
neighbor knew what he or 
she was saying. You get 
your test back a few class-
es later and have gotten 
those answers right. But 
you don’t really deserve 
those answers. Accord-
ing to Olga Lucia Botero 
from Columbia University, 
“in the short term, maybe 
you won’t be caught, and 
you will get good grades 
without studying, which 
sounds fantastic, but you 
are wasting your time 
and your money trying 
to ‘learn’ by cheating.” I 
am pretty sure you have 
cheated at least once and 
even if you haven’t, you 
can still relate. After I 
surveyed some people 
about whether or not they 
have cheated on tests, most 
claimed to cheating at least 
once. So what compels 
all these students in high 
school to cheat? 
One student stated that she 
cheated on a test because 
the teacher was a hor-
rible teacher. So she never 
really learned anything in 
his class. Another student 
claimed that, on a different 
test she cheated because 
“the questions were way 
too hard and the teacher 
cannot teach at all.” You 
may consider this a biased 
perspective of students, 
but most actually blame 
teachers for not teaching 
the correct material. You 
cannot teach one thing in 
class and expect students 
to know something else for 
the test. One student stated 
that the teacher asked them 
to analyze something they 
had barely gone over in 
class. It went way beyond 
their expertise. The same 
student felt that it was 
not their fault they “had 
to resort to cheating. So 
[they] didn’t feel bad about 
cheating.”
 This brings up 
another point. Should you 
feel bad about cheating? 
According to each person 
I asked, you should feel 
bad. Those that cheated 
admitted to feeling bad 
about it. But one student 
also claimed that if she 
wanted to pass, she had to 
compromise her morals. 
Sure cheating will get you 
good grades, but you don’t 
deserve the grade you got. 
You stole someone else’s 
work and claimed you 
somehow came to such an 
answer. One student who 
says that she has never 
cheated says that she hasn’t 
because “if [she] cheated 
on a test and got a 100, 
[she] would like it, but 

[she] didn’t get it on [her] 
own. So it didn’t matter if 
[she] got the 100 because 
it’s not like it represented 
[her] knowledge.” 
Contributing to the same 
argument, another stu-
dent says that it isn’t fair 
“someone else takes credit 
for [her] hard work… 
[She] deserves the credit 
more than them.” Cheat-
ing is plagiarizing in many 
ways. You are taking 
something and calling it 
your own, even though it 
had nothing to do with you 
own thought process. One 

student claims that “cheat-
ing is only ‘stealing’ when 
you are doing it without 
the other person knowing.” 
So if they know you are 
cheating and they still let 
you copy their answers, it 
is okay to cheat. At least 
that is what most would 
agree with since its like 
giving your consent and 
saying its okay to steal the 
other person’s answers.
A student claims that she 
only copies off of friends 
because she knows they 
won’t rat her out. So it 
may just be peer pres-
sure. Will your friends get 
mad at you if you don’t 
let them copy off of you? 
According to the surveys I 
gave, some people would 
get mad at their friends if 
they didn’t let them copy, 
but all agreed that if they 
were true friends, they’d 
get over it. You aren’t true 
friends with someone to 
steal their answers on that 
test you have next week. 
Although most claim that 
it’s a teacher’s fault for not 
teaching them correctly, 
they also claim they have 
been lazy in studying. 
One student claims he 
just doesn’t study for tests 
and instead of studying, 
he plays video games and 
just watches TV and such. 
Literally, every person I 
talked to claimed that they 
felt too lazy to study. So, 
we may just be a genera-
tion of slothful kids. 
I guess you could come 
up with lots of back up 
for that argument; how-
ever there are so many 
other things to do besides 
studying. Looking at the 
amount of homework and 
tests each teacher gives, it 
makes students think that 
the teachers don’t know 
that they have 7 or so 
other classes that they have 
homework from, as well. 

Teacher of the Month
by Kelly Vasilopoulos 

Name: Mark Wolov
Subject: Humanities 
Grade(s): 8th and 10th 

1) What do you think of 
the kids in your classes? 
Do they misbehave or are 
they generally well-be-
haved?
Well, they’re mostly well-
behaved. Of course teenag-
ers are teenagers but no 
one throws things at me. 
The kids in this school take 
their education seriously. 

2) What is the weirdest 
h.w. excuse you have ever 
heard?
Hmm....”My brother 
flushed it down the toilet 
because there was no toilet 
paper”.

3) What did you do in 
school that got you in 
trouble?
It’s not what I did in 
school; it’s what I did in 
front of the school. I was 
really into cars. I would 
drag-race in front of the 
school a lot and get in 
trouble.

4) Why did you become a 
teacher?
Three reasons: 1. I love 
history 2. I like working 
with kids 3. I needed a job

5) Do you plan to be a 
teacher for the rest of 
your life?
I would say yes because I 
love it but who knows…
one thing I’ve learned is 
that things can change.

6) What is your secret to 
keeping your class inter-
esting?
I try to tell a lot of jokes 
but I suspect that I think 
they’re more interesting 
than my students do.

7) Did you play any 
sports when you were in 
school?
I played football and base-
ball in junior high school 
(I wasn’t big enough for 

football so couldn’t con-
tinue). I played baseball in 
high school for a couple of 
years but we had a really 
bad team.
 
8) Where are you from 
originally?
I grew up in Tulsa, Okla-
homa.

9) What’s your earliest 
childhood memory?
Pushing my little sister 
down the stairs. She cried.

10) What’s the stupidest 
thing you’ve ever done?
One of 
them would 
be pushing 
my little 
sister down 
the stairs 
but there’s 
too many to 
count.

11) Have 
you ever 
gotten a 
parking 
ticket? 
Ever been 
in a car 
accident? 
Yes to both. I’ve gotten 
many parking tickets for 
speeding. The car accident 
was not my fault.

12) What’s your favorite 
season? Why?
Spring. The weather is 
nice, the trees are green, 
it’s not too hot, and base-
ball season has started.

13) What’s your favorite 
holiday? Why?
Thanksgiving because I get 
to see most of my family.

14) Do you give your stu-
dents a lot of homework?
Um, yes but it’s not hard.

15) Are you strict with 
your students?
I’m not too strict. I believe 
in personal responsibility.

16) What makes you 

mad?
When people litter 
and when people 
make a mess for other 
people to clean up. 
Also, politicians that 
bash on immigrants. 
They forget that their 
families were once 
immigrants too.

17) What are you 
most afraid of?
I hate rats. I shiver 
when I see them on 
the subway tracks.

18) What’s your 
favorite movie?
I love comedies. My 
favorites would be 
Blazing Saddles and 
Superbad.

19) What’s your 
favorite t.v. show?
My favorite right 
now would be Lost.

20) What’s your favorite 
cologne?
None. Guys should not 
use cologne. They should 
just take showers and use 
deodorant. Girls don’t like 
guys with cheap cologne. 
They know what your try-
ing to hide.

21) How would you de-
scribe your fashion style?
Comfortable and casual. I 
like jeans.

22) What do you love 
about yourself?

When I’m really inter-
ested in something I can 
talk about it in a way that 
makes others interested 
too.

23) What makes you 
hard to work with?
I don’t like to admit I’m 
wrong.

24) Would you ever dye 
your hair completely 
purple?
If you had asked me this 
a few years ago I would 
have said yes but now no. 
My wife won’t like it.

25) If you were stuck on 
a deserted island and you 
could only bring 5 things 
with you what would you 
bring?  
Well, I guess can’t say a 
boat so…sunscreen, a good 
book, a Frisbee, a Swiss 
army knife, and my wife. 

“Pushing 
my little sis-
ter down the 
stairs. She 

cried.”
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The only reason we work 
hard in school is to get 
ahead in the future. Getting 
ahead involves extra-cur-
ricular activities, as well. 
Extra-curricular activities 
involve spending more 
time at school. So, now 
that you are spending more 
time doing work at school, 
“you just don’t have the 
strength to put in that extra 
effort. It is really tiring 
some days,” says a student. 
When are we supposed to 
relax? We aren’t robots 
and our batteries cannot be 
recharged in an instant. We 

don’t have time for all of it 
because of the amount of 
pressure that is put on us. 
That’s what it is. Pressure. 
The pressure to do well, 
the pressure to succeed, 
the pressure to get good 
grades, the pressure not to 
look stupid, the pressure 
not to fail, the pressure to 
get into college and most 
of all, the pressure to feel 
good about ourselves. 
Regardless of whether you 
have cheated or not, that 
good grade makes you feel 
proud of yourself (even if 
you feel you don’t deserve 
it). This pressure has made 
cheating occur more times 
than not. 
 Think twice be-
fore cheating, though. The 
short term consequences 
may seem marvelous. 
However in long term, 
think about how much 
knowledge you gained 
from copying that person’s 
answers on the test. Not 
much, right? So, long term, 
you aren’t learning any-
thing. According to physics 
teacher, Mr. Hofer, “when 
someone cheats, they are 
lying about their abilities. 
While some would argue 
– ‘It’s only a HS test’ - this 
can start one down a path 
of cheating more and more.  
So let’s take the worst-case 
scenario: cheats in HS, 
gets better grades, gets into 
a better college, cheats in 
college, gets a degree in 
a field without sufficient 
knowledge that is really 
needed for that field, gets 
a job based on degree and 
due to that insufficient 
knowledge, people get 
hurt/die.” It is better to be 
true to yourself about the 
knowledge you have, be-
cause as much as you think 
you are fooling the teacher 
with your copied answers, 
you’re only really fooling 
yourself. 



Poems
Re-
minder

Status
Quo

Cram

I forget that I’m tiny
compared to the sky
I forget that I’m big
and that I’ve made 
her cry

I forget that I’m loud
compared to the 
wind
I forget that I’m a 
whisper
and that I have 
sinned

I do remember who 
I am
and what I’ve done
I remember where 
I’ve been
and where to run

I do remember who 
you are
and what we’ve 
done
I remember where 
we’ve been
and where to run

I forget but
you remind
and I remember
that it had ended
this past September.

-AMPR

Mass produced money
and mass produced 
wine
mass produced watches
tell mass produced 
time

Synthetic hipjoint
man-made fingers and 
toes
artificial love in
an artificial rose

I’ll do it tomorrow
I did it before
no time for this sorrow
emotions no more

Mass produced knowl-
edge
and mass produced 
thought
production line mili-
tants
over borderlines fought

Progress is Progress
don’t stand in the way
to fight it is ludicrous
stay out of the fray

We streamline religion
and plastic mold fame
Mass produced tear-
drops
and Mass produced 
rain
 
 - Zachary Cohen, 
Guest Writer

I’ve never been 
anywhere
but here
and it’s all I know

I want those words
to change
these words

I sound like every-
thing
and anything I’ve
heard before

I want to look
as beautiful
as the city lights

I feel like every-
thing
and anything I’ve
felt before

I am me because 
of
the places I’ve 
been
I’ve never been 
anywhere
but here

-AMPR

Cyber Bullying
by Emily Davis
 Cyber bullying 
is a form of harassment, 
embarrassment, or torment 
using a website like 
Facebook or instant 
messenger. Un-
like other forms of 
harassment, cyber 
bullying is not il-
legal in the state of 
New York, cyber 
bullies can just walk away. 
The thing that makes cyber 
bullying a major problem 
is that the bully can do it 
secretly. So even if there 
were laws to stop them, 
you might never find the 
person to stop. 
 People might do it 
to stand up for themselves 
or their friends, that’s why 
Argina Girsang a ninth 
grader at BSGE did it to 
a girl who was harassing 
her friend. Other times it is 
meant as a joke, sometimes 
kids sign on a different 

they could video chat. She 
said “No” and continued to 
say “No” as the cyber bully 
continued to ask. Soon the 
conversation turned ugly 
and the person began to 
torment her with messages 
like “You are an idiot and 
I hope your entire family 
dies.” Noelle blocked the 
screen name and never 
found out who it was. 
 Some people 
will push even farther. 
Ryan Halligan, a 13 year 
old living in Vermont was 
being cyber bullied by the 
kids also harassing him at 
school. Ryan’s father had 
no clue that all of this was 
happening until October 
7, 2003 when Ryan hung 
himself. After Ryan’s death 
his father, John Halligan 
went through Ryan’s com-
puter and found multiple 
e-mails and messages 
harassing Ryan. The abuse 

screen name, then im one 
of their friends and don’t 
tell them who they are. 

They say 
things like 
“I know 
who you 
are” and 
“I know 
where 
you go 

to school.” But even that 
leaves certain kids with the 
fear that the person isn’t 
someone they know.
 Some cyber bullies, 
however, are worse. Noelle 
Cotti also a student at 
BSGE started to receive 
messages from another 
screen name; she didn’t 
know who it was. But the 
messages increased, and 
she could barely log on 
without the person sending 
a message. They began to 
ask her if she had a camera 
for her computer so that 

and harassment was so 
bad that Ryan believed the 
only way to get back at the 
kids responsible was to 
kill himself. “He wanted 
to make the kids harassing 
him feel guilty,” explained 
his father. Also on the 
computer, Mr. Halligan 
found one last message. In 
it Ryan had decided that he 
was going to kill himself 
and told the bullies, he said 
“Tonight is the night.” The 
response he got was “It’s 
about time.” Now it is pos-
sible that the bullies didn’t 
believe Ryan and only said 
that thinking it wouldn’t 
be taken seriously. If they 
hadn’t made that last com-
ment, would Ryan have 
gone through with it? If 
Noelle hadn’t continually 
responded to the messages 
she was sent would the 
outcome still have been the 
same? How far is too far?

“... cyber bully-
ing is not ille-
gal in the state 
of New York...”

Donate used 
books to BSGE’s 
big book sale!
A box will be 
placed in the 

lobby for your 
fiction, non-fic-

tion, poetry... 
etc.

Thank You!
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