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New Principal Ms. Johnson Explains
By Jolijt Tamanaha

Editorial: The Rapid Rise and Fall of BSGE
By Daniel Fridman

With the old principal, Wil-
liam Stroud leaving last year, 
BSGE faces a new era with a 
new principal. Ms. Johnson, 
formally vice principal and 
now BSGE’s chief explains 
her situation  and BSGE’s 
report card.

Why are you the best principal 
for BSGE?
 This is a loaded 
question.  Why wouldn’t I be the 
best principal for BSGE after the 
founder?  I was here from the 
inception.  I was a member of the 
hiring committee for most, if not all 
of the personnel in the building.  I 
know the school’s growing pains 
and history and I am committed 
to its mission.  I’ve implemented 
structures and policies to help the 
school realize its mission.  After the 
founder I am the best person for the 
job because I am BSGE; tried and 
proven.

 Do you have a philosophy?

This is too general.  I have many 
philosophies.  

My Educational Philosophy is that 
everyone is capable of meeting 
high academic standards and of 
intellectual leaps when placed in 

an appropriate learning environ-
ment My image of an appropriate 
learning environment is one where 
all feel respected, safe, intellectually 
challenged, supported, encouraged 
and nurtured.  It is an environment 
where people’s differences are not 
only respected but embraced and 
used to help others develop a deeper 
understanding of themselves and 
their world.  It is an environment 
where obstacles are viewed merely 
as challenges thus opportunities for 
teaching and learning.

What are your plans as principal?

 At BSGE we are now in 
the middle phase of our develop-
ment.   We have graduated two 
senior classes, one of which had the 
opportunity to earn the IB Diploma, 
and now have a better understand-
ing of the process of earning an IB 
Diploma in an urban public school. 
The basic skeletal structure is in 
place.  Now we have to focus on the 
innards: the gears, screws, levers, 
timing and maintenance schedule.  
I view this as my current role in 
BSGE’s existence.

What do you like at BSGE?

 I like the fact that 
everyone strives to be better at 
what they do and who they are as 
individuals.  I like the fact that we 
all are committed to the vision of the 

school and doing our part in actual-
izing that vision.  I like the fact that 
everyone is valued and respected for 
the role they play in the operation of 
the school.

What needs to change?

 Another loaded ques-
tion.  The middle school got a C 
from the board of education. What 
do you plan on doing about this 
grade?

 For the most part ignore 
it.  There are so many flaws with 
the process that trying to attend to 
the grade is senseless.  However, 
because the public’s knowledge is 
basically limited to what they read 
we will change our approach to 
the State Exams.  This is pertinent 
because we earned a C basically 
because our student’s scores on 
the Math and ELA State exams did 
not change significantly from one 
year to the next.   Therefore the 
assumption is that students are not 
learning.  
 Clearly our students are 
learning.  Evidence of this is can be 
found in the reports of our student’s 

Regents grades.  Students who 
scored a two (2) on the State ELA 
exam in the 8th grade earned per-
formance levels of 3 or 4 based on 
their ELA Regents results; another 
exam that we do little preparation 
for compared to the schools that our 
scores compared to.
 We will take the exams 
slightly more seriously and make 
certain that students are familiar 
with the components of the exam.  
We may also administer exams from 
previous years just to give students 
experience in taking the exam.

Why should parents send their 
7th and 8th grade students to 
BSGE?

Parents should send their 7th and 
8th grade child because despite the 
score we are a very good Middle 
School.   

The high school got an A which is 
great, top city schools like Stuyve-
sant also got an A. We got a 75 and 
the report says next years target 
is a 77. 
How do you plan to raise this 
number?

First let me say that some of the 
data pulled for the HS report was 
incomplete.  There are missing 
Regents grades for a few of the 
students who graduated last year.   
The missing Regents grades have a 
negative effect on the overall score.  
The correct information is in our 
data system but was not picked up 
when pulled by the DOE.   We have 
again forwarded corrections.

At BSGE we believe that everyone 
does not learn and develop at 
the same pace so we are ok with 
students needing more than 4 years 
to graduate from HS.  However, 
neither our Chancellor nor Mayor 
shares this belief.  Therefore, we 
will be more diligent in scheduling 
students to make up classes either 
during the course of the academic 
year or during the summer.  Un-
fortunately, if the class (es) must 
be made up during the course of 
an academic year the student will 
be eliminated from the IB Diploma 
Candidate pool. In our first two 
graduating senior classes there 
were students who did not earn 
the required number of credits to 
graduate on time.  Ironically, these 

students 
were intel-
lectually 
more than 
capable of 
graduating 
on time 
and earn 

a performance level or 3 or 4 on 
the required Regents exams.  These 
students did not graduate on time 
because they were not ready for 
reasons other than intellectual and 
academic ability.
Many parents don’t agree with the 
school’s policy of letting in students 
who don’t pass the admissions test. 
Many students and parents feel 
that allowing students who don’t 
pass slows down students at the top 
which defeats the purpose of going 
to a special high school.  

Why does BSGE allow students 
to enter who don’t even pass the 
test?
At BSGE, as with other schools that 
have an admissions test, the score 
that must be achieved to obtain 
an offer to attend depends on the 
range of scores of the students being 
tested.  So it is not that BSGE ac-
cepts students who do not pass the 
test.   But that the passing grade is 
determined by the scores achieved 
by the students taking the test. Some 
years the range between the highest 
and lowest score is larger than 
other years.

“I know the school’s growing pains and history and I 
am commited to its mission.”

Over the 5 ½ years that 
it has been open, our 
Baccalaureate School 
For Global Education 
has seen many changes, 
some good and some 
bad. 

 We’ve gone 
through a variety of 
faculty, modifications in 
curriculum, scandals, and 
more importantly two prin-
cipals in 5 years. However, 
while the school keeps 
changing, the students 
stay the same, seeing these 
constant occurrences, not 

happy with them in any 
way.
In terms of 
school history, 
5 ½ years is 
an extremely, 
extremely 
short amount 
of time, with 
many schools 
in our city 
such as Forest 
Hills High 
School or St. 
Francis Prep 
serving as a source for edu-
cation for several decades 
now. However, you can ask 
the kids from those schools 

parison to those schools, 
BSGE is constantly editing 

itself, with different 
teachers, different 
rules and a different 
outlook on how to 
teach its students.
The original students 
of BSGE, who are 
now gone to college, 
were taught with 
excessive liberalism 
and broad-minded-
ness throughout, as 
opposed to the newer 

students that attend BSGE, 
who are taught on a more 
moderate base, with less 
and less political input 

during class. In a regular 
school, liberal teaching is 
absolutely unacceptable, 
however, we have come 
to learn that BSGE is far 
from regular, and many of 
us like it that way. Though 
some students complain 
about being widely differ-
ent in comparison to other 
high schools, originality 
is quite rare in todays day 
and age, and BSGE had 
that originality in place for 
several years.
 Although inge-
nuity was once key here, 
since late 2005/early 2006, 
the school has taken a de-

cline in terms of allowing 
students to be themselves. 
Several years ago students 
were allowed to listen to 
music when applying their 
skills in an individual as-
signment or project, now, 
kids are limited from that 
privilege, limiting their 
ability to work better not 
allowing them to achieve 
what they could with that 
extra step of breathing 
room. Music is a small 
example, yet it goes a long 
way in terms of the broad-
mindedness of the school. 
Prior to the past couple 

and they will explain to 
you that over the years that 

they have been there, the 
changes that were made, if 
any, were unnoticeable and 
at most minimal. In com- continued on pg 2



Editorial:TheRapid  Rise 
and Fall of BSGE

By Daniel Fridman

of years, the school had a 
tendency to input politics 
into all classes, let alone 
some classes, 
allowing kids 
to learn about 
geography and 
the various 
ways to apply 
mathemat-
ics, English, etc. into the 
world, learning several 
subjects at once rather than 
just one. However, as time 
goes on, many students, as 
well as teachers that will 
remain unnamed, have 
noticed that these things 
are changing slowly, for 
the worse. We are losing 
that sense of originality 
where we can describe a 
single aspect of our school 
and we will immediately 
be known as BSGE. The 
level of maturity of the 
students, has declined 
tremendously, with loud 
and obnoxious students 
roaming the hallways, as 
opposed to 3 or 4 years 
ago, where that was never 
a problem and the school 
was calm, collected and 
commendable. The level 
of competence and flat out 
intelligence of students had 
completely fallen through 
the floor over time, mainly 

because the majority of 
newer students have not 
been forced to take the ab-
surdly difficult admissions 
tests. These are all changes 

that have been applied by 
the school and its faculty 
for the past several years , 
forcing students to adjust 
abruptly throughout their 
time here.
 My worry is that 
these new students com-
ing into the school, new 
7th and 9th graders will 
never see how great BSGE 
used to be. Before these 
past years, many students 
would not even want to 
leave the school. They 
would stay after in the 
cafeteria or in the class-
rooms and interact with 
teachers or fellow students, 
however, now kids are 
rushing out, not wanting to 
stay. The school was at one 
point a friendly counter-
part to its students, with 
teachers working with and 
understanding students, as 
well as vice versa. Now, 
with the exception of few 
students and teachers, 

that is not the case. New 
teachers and new students 
have been brought into the 
school not knowing how 

it used to be, thinking that 
it is a regular school and 
nothing more, as opposed 
to several years ago, when 
it was much more than 
that.
Several news stations had 
come to our building in the 
past, doing stories on our 
school and its vast devel-
opment, yet recently we 
have not seen a camera, a 
reporter, or a spot of atten-
tion for that matter.
 Though the build-
ing itself is falling apart, 
the school has lost the 
sizzle that it had once had, 
and it’s quite upsetting 
for the students that have 
been here for more than 3 
years. Looking back upon 
the school’s evolution over 
the years, it’s easy for me 
to say – Bring back the 
school that Bill built.
--Send a letter to the editor 
telling us what the school can 
change and we’ll publush it. 

“The level of competence and flat out in-
telligence of students had completely fall-
en through the floor over time...”

Agree Or Disagree 
With Our Articles? 
Please, write to our 
staff and tell us what 
you think. Letters 
will be published in 
the paper. Go to our 
website and email us 
or write it down and 
hand it to staff.

Editorial: We Need to 
Do More Than Learn 

Health... Action! 
By Meghan McCullough

continued from pg 1 This year, more than half 
of the freshman class is 
spending the entire school 
day sitting in chairs, minus 
the time we get for switch-
ing classes.  Last year and 
the year before that, we had 
some outdoor time to look 
forward to every other day 
during Physical Education, 
(more commonly known as 
gym), but 
for most 
of us this 
year, that’s 
not an op-
tion.  
 
Now, every 
other day 
we have health instead of 
gym, which is spent sitting 
in groups, reading handouts 
and taking notes on what 
is healthy and what isn’t.  
However, I do have to give 
credit to Kendra Jackson, 
who is this year teaching 
health for 9-2, as well as 
Mr. Mac, who is teaching 
health for 9-1.  Every other 
class, Kendra takes the 
class into the dance room to 
do a workout that directly 
correlates to what had been 
taught in the previous class.  
This is a great way to get 
students to perform some 
type of physical activity, 
but considering that this 
class is only given every 

other day, working out ev-
ery other class really isn’t 
that much.  In total, class 
9-2 won’t be working out 
more than twice a week. 
Mr. Mac tries to take his 
students out every now and 
then as well. Other streams 
aren’t able to work out at 
all.  
 Experts say that 

teens 
should be 
getting at 
least one 
hour of 
moderate 
to extreme 
physical 
activ-

ity each day.  A lot of 
teens were relying on the 
school’s physical education 
program to assist them in 
meeting these standards, 
whether they like to admit 
it or not.  In addition, some 
teens can’t find enough 
time in their busy schedules 
to find time to seriously 
exercise when their time 
is so consumed by family, 
homework, friends, and 
other extra curricular activi-
ties.    
 I don’t think that 
anyone should fully depend 
on the school’s physical 
education program to pro-
vide them with the exercise 
they need because even if 

we all were taking gym this 
year, it still wouldn’t cut 
it.  However, it did help.  
Besides providing us with 
some of the exercise we 
needed, it gave us some 
fresh air during a long day 
of school.  Without P.E., 
there are barely any breaks 
in what seems like a never 
ending cycle of work.  We 
spend at least 6 hours at 
school, and then run home 
to complete homework on 
top of that. 
 If any of you 
reading this are concerned 
about getting enough ex-
ercise this semester, don’t 
waste your time whining 
about the fact that you 
don’t have gym anymore.  
Get out there and put 
that energy to some good 
use!  Ride your bike for a 
while when you get home, 
go swimming at the Y, or 
play basketball with your 
friends.  Exercising on your 
own may sound intimidat-
ing, but once you get out 
there, you’ll be surprised 
how fast one hour can fly 
by.  It’s all about taking the 
initiative.

Editorial: Are Girls Smarter Than Boys? 
by Kristen Spang

 “Boys go to Jupiter 
to get more stupider, 
girls go to college 
to get more knowl-
edge.”  

 That’s just the 
way of life, at least it 
is now.  The guys may 
not actually be going to 
Jupiter, but they are letting 
girls pass them academi-
cally.  Academics aren’t 
the only thing.  Men also 
go out of their way to do 
things that don’t actually 
make sense much more 
often than women do.
 Years ago, girls 
were looked down upon, 
and weren’t given a fair 
chance when it came to 
schooling.  They were 
only given chances to do 
specific jobs with men 
ocupying the superior roles 
in society.  Since women 
and men now have the 
same rights and opportu-
nities, women are really 
taking advantage of those 
chances, and leaving the 
men in their dust! (GO 
GIRLSS!) Today, more 
than 60% of the people 
that are on America’s col-
lege campuses are women.  
Meaning more women 
are trying to achieve a 
higher education for better 

wonder what the future 
holds.  Cbs news.com says 

that women are receiving 
170,000 more bachelor 
degrees in America than 
are the men.  This could 
possibly lead up to more 
women’s names eventu-
ally being added to the top 
20 wealthiest in America.  
Women are finally getting 
their chances to excel in 
academics, and the oppor-
tunity is obviously being 
used. 
 We see differ-
ences in more than just 
academics.  Women seem 
to make wiser life choices 
as well.  More than 80% 
of crimes committed 
(excluding the prostitution 
categories) in America, 
according to http://law.
jrank.com , are commited 
by men.  Men are more 
likely to  resort to going 
against the law than to get 
through life by working 
and achieving something 
themselves.  In general, 
committing a crime could 
be a terrible decision, 
because getting caught 
will lead to consequences, 
such as major fines, parole, 

jobs than men are.  While 
the majority of those in 

college are women, men 
account for more than 
60% of the high school 
drop-out rate.  The fact of 
the matter is that girls are 
really pushing themselves 
to be able to keep up, and 
exceed the expectations 
placed upon women.  As 
Dr. Michael Thompson, 
the author of Raising Cain, 
told cbs news.com, “Girls 
are so outperforming boys 
in school right now, one 
statistician said he took it 
out to its absurd endpoint 
and said at the present 
trend, the last man to get 
his bachelor’s degree will 
do so in 2068.”
 Today, gender is still a 
factor that may be taken 
into account when it comes 
to accepting job applicants.  
This may be a reason that 
we often see very suc-
cessful men rather than 
women.  According to 
www. forbes. com, the top 
20 wealthiest Americans 
are mostly men, with only 
five of the twenty (25%)  
being women.  Looking at 
these statistics, you may 

community service, and of 
course, JAIL.  Sentences 

could be longer than a per-
son’s lifetime.  Unless for 
some odd reasons guys like 
spending their lifetimes 
in jail, they should know 
better than committing 
ridiculous crimes that they 
decide to follow through 
with. 
 What more is 
there to say?  Girls may 
not always have outper-
formed boys, but it is very 
likely that it was just due 
to women being held back, 
and are now supported 
enough to believe they 
could exceed the perfor-
mance of men.  But now 
that they are given the 
opportunity, women have  
surpassed men in many 
categories.  Men could do 
the same, but at the rate 
things are moving, men 
are not exactly trying to.  
While girls are going to 
college, the boys continue 
to take the first flight to 
Jupiter.  Why?  Well, that’s 
something that girls will 
never be able to under-
stand.

Letters To the 
Editor
Re: Daniel Fridman’s 
9/11 Article
 
I thought this article 
was very interesting. 
September 11 is a very 
significant day and 
we as a school should 
mark its importance. 
Keep up the good 
work BaccRag team. 
The articles just keep 
getting better and bet-
ter.
-A Fan

Re: The BACC Rag

I think you guys 
should publish more 
articles about school 
events. I want to know 
what’s going on and 
when. Maybe not 
enough stuff happens 
in our school. You 
should make more 
stuff happen and then 
write about it.
-H.K.

Re: Daniel Fridman’s 
9/11 Article

I agree with Daniel’s 
article about 9/11. It’s 
a disgrace that our 
school doesn’t have 
enough respect to 
remmeber the tragedy. 

Re: Daniel Fridman’s 
9/11 Article
I totally disagree with 
Daniel. It’s not a lack 
of respect. The school 
just forgot. It’s not 
that we didn’t want to. 
It’s that no one took 
initiative. 

Write 
to Us!!
Go to our web-
site and write  
a letter. It will 
be published.
Re: Labs
I think the BACC 
Rag  should write 
about why we have to 
spend our own time 
afterschool, to do labs 
when we should be 
learning it in class.

“Men are holding themselves accountable for 
more then 60% of the high school drop-out rate.”



Sugar and
 Spice

A column for girls by a girl, 
about the current events
 in BSGE that affect us.

 As ninth graders, 
we all take health. Though our 
teachers might be different, 
we all essentially learn the 
same things. We learn what 
are good foods to eat, how to 
exercise and not get fat, and 
different exercising styles. 
Personally, I enjoy health and 
look forward to it every week. 
The thing I don’t understand is 
why people are now com-
plaining and asking for gym. I 
remember gym from seventh 
and eighth grade. Gym was 
fun too. I looked forward to 
Gym when I was in those 
grades, but I have just one 
question: WHAT’S THE DIF-
FERENCE BETWEEN GYM 
AND HEALTH ?
 Maybe there is 
something wrong with me, 
though it’s not likely, but I 
can’t get why people are beg-
ging gym to be returned. Gym 
is the same thing as health 
to me, both always leave 
me smelly and sweaty, both 
classes at some point make 
me want to pass out and both 
classes include points from 
the teacher on how not to get 
fat or obese(which ever one 
sounds better to you). Why 
would anyone want to replace 
health with gym? Don’t get 
me wrong, I did say I liked 
both, but health seems a lot 
more appealing to me. First of 
all, not only do you exercise 
you also learn about why the 
exercise is good, and what it 
prevents. Gym is just physical 
movement with no reason be-
hind it. To me as a high school 
student gym is to simple for us 
now. Why would you want to 

do pointless exercise, without 
any reason or explanation to 
why you’re doing it. That’s 
why health is a better alterna-
tive. Not only do you train, 
you also get a motive for why. 
 I don’t get why 
everyone is so whiny all of a 
sudden. I may like health, and 
if you don’t like it get over 
it. No one is going to change 
anything just because you 
don’t like a subject. I don’t 
like a lot of the subjects I take 
but I can’t say, “Oh I really 
don’t like math, I want to take 
taxidermy”, and expect to be 
taken seriously. No one would 
care, just like no one cares 
about any of you wanting 
gym. Some of you might be 
thinking about that petition. 
Well, I got some news for ya. 
A bunch of kids signatures is 
worth less that my pinky toe 
to a bunch of teachers, and to 
tell you the truth about half of 
you need to go back to third 
grade and take the cursive 
lesson again, because your 
signatures look like chicken 
scratch, (another reason 
why the petition is virtually 
worthless). I am not saying 
that the petition was a stupid 
idea because it was actually 
genius. As minors it is one of 
the most powerful things we 
have on our side, and whoever 
came up with it, (we all know 
who) is probably one of the 
smartest kids in our grade, he 
or she should be commended. 
Bravo! Unfortunately, we have 
no rights what so ever and 
our teachers all know these 
so don’t keep your hopes up.                                        
Signed, TAG’

Grandma 
Jenkins

Dear Grandma J,
I am a dude who 
doesn’t 
like girls. 
I like 
guys. Can 
you help 
me?
-Me

Dear Me,
sounds 
like ur in a pickle. lol, 
dnt worry. b who u r 
and dnt worry bout 
the rest. thers a lot of 
ques that need to b 
answered b4 i can give 
u advice. make sure ur 
parents no & disscuss 
it wit dem. luckily ur 
goin to BSGE wer ppl 
are pretty okay wit dat 
sort of thing. Make 
sure ur parents know 
wat u want and wat 
ur doin. lots of love 
pumpkin!
love, Granny J

Dear grandma, 
this. i. dont. waterr. 

?!? guy 
in 37. 
idk? udk? 
idk.... wut 
do i do? 
okay so i 
hav thes 
problem 
because 
i was 

recently hanging out 
with this guy and i 
dunnn no if he likmes 
me wat do i do??
- Distress

Dear Distress,
Whoa slow down 
babe! do u mean the 
guy is 37? this is 2 
much 4 my old brain. 
if he is 37 thats il-
legal & u should tell 
an adult. if he’s just a 
your age aproach him, 
im sure u gorgeous. 
Make him want u.
love Granny J

Write to Grandma 
J!! Go to our web-
site and email her. 
Your letters with 
her response will 
be published in the 
next paper.

Teacher of the 
Month: Ms. Kumar

By Jolijt Tamanaha
This month Ms. Kumar was 
chosen as The BACC Rag’s 
teacher of the month. She 
teachs 9th grade english. Ms. 
Kumar was chosen because 
her enthusiastic style inspires 
students. Her witty remarks 
add charm and interest to 
every class she teachs.

How many years have you 
been teaching?

This is my 9th year.

Why did you become a 
teacher?

Because I loved liturature. I 
wanted to be able to do some-
thing where I would be using 
my degree and I thought that 
this would be the best way to 
do that.

Would you ever dye your 
hair completely pink?

Sure, yes, if, I guess, I was a 
spokesperson for breast can-
cer or was going to get paid a 
large sum of money.

What is your secret to keep-
ing class interesting?

I think the question implies 
that my classes are always 
intersting and thats not nes-
sacerily the case but students 
find topics they deal with 
everyday and that keeps it 
intersting.

What is your favorite food?

I really like Thai food, spicy. 

Think about back in high 
school, if you had to place 
yourself in a stereotypical 
high school clique which one 
would it be?

I was a loner, geek. I didn’t 
have a lot of school spirit. 
I had braces, pimples and 
glasses. I wasn’t a very happy 
teenager.

Do you plan to be a teacher 
for the rest of your life?

I think so, not exactly sure, I 
guess I can’t predict the future 
but I’ve enjoyed it so far.

When is war okay?

Okay, I would say, I guess 
war is okay when there aren’t 
any other options, such as a 
goverment that’s hurting its 
people. When the outcome 
will save more people. 

What is your favorite type 
of pie?

I like pecan pie. I’m not really 
a pie eater but if I have to it 
would be pecan pie.

How do students do well in 
your class?

I have to admit that students 
who do well are avid readers 

and writers. There are also 
some students who come in 
and are consistantly prepared 
with homework and study.

What’s the first thing you 
think of when I say spoon?

Fork.

What do you want your 
obituary to read?

I think, this is hard, but I 
would want it to read that I 
was a person who practiced 
what they preach. I think 
that’s hard to dol. Teachers 
have some expectatiions that 
if they steped back and think 
about back when they were 14 
or 15 they may relize that they 
are very high.

What do you love about 
yourself?

I like to think that I have a 
great sense of humor and 
that’s why you’ll always see 
me laughing at my own jokes. 

What makes you hard to 
work with?

I think I can be a difficult 
person but as much as I 
encourage group work in my 
classroom, I’m actually very 
quiet around my peers and 
reluctant to share.

What is the most essen-
tial part of your morning 
routine?

Driving to BSGE and finding 
a parking spot and then if I 
come early enough, I love 
wiping the desks clean be-
cause I think it makes a more 
organized class where it’s 
easier to pay attention.

Tea or coffee?

Tea.

Lick a homeless man’s foot 
or eat 200 worms?

Eat 200 worms.

Favorite movie of all time?

Let me think... that’s hard... 
Requiem for a Dream.

What BSGE teacher would 
you want to be stuck with on 
a deserted island?

What is up with these ques-
tions. Roy Steele because he’s 
an art teacher and art was 
my favorite subject in high 
school. So that way he could 
teach me art and we wouldn’t 
be bored. Then we could make 
a boat and leave.

What is your favorite 
smell?
There’s a specific smell 
of the flying saucer from 
Carvel. It reminds me of 
my childhood.

SAW 4  Leaves You Hop-
ing They Don’t Make A 5
By Daniel Fridman

If you haven’t seen the first 
the three Saw films, don’t 
bother seeing this –you’ll 
walk out lost and will have 
that same bad taste in your 
mouth as the first time you 
saw Pearl Harbor. This 
fourth sequel is similar to 
all other fourth sequels – 
it’s dreadful. With director 
Darren Lynn Bousman 
plotting his storyline so that 
Jigsaw, the main charac-
ter, finds himself dead in 
the third film, there really 
wasn’t much for Bousman 
to work with in making this 
one.
This 95 minute thriller 
leaves you asking questions 
from the opening scene to 
the end credits, with new 
characters rising at the 
beginning of the film, yet 
no character development 
of them whatsoever. Bous-
man expects the viewer the 
develop the character on 
their own during the film 
to fully grasp the concept 
of the “Saw Traps”, yet 
leaves you with no room 
for thought, immediately 
springing you into this new 
world Saw, with new traps 
and a new twisted plot. 
Essentially, if you have not 
thoroughly watched the 
past three films, you are at 
a loss of $10 in watching 
this, however, if you have 
seen the previous three 

Cooking A la Me!
Though more difficult than the 
last few, this recipe is sure to be a 
hit. It was invented by none other 
than, Jolijt Tamanaha. When you 
follow the recipe for the first time, 
please do exactly what it says, it 
took me a while and a lot of bad 
batches to make this. After you’ve 
gotten it down, change it up and 
email me with suggestions.
This recipe is called “Pops A Piz-
za” because the little pizza balls 
are perfect for popping in the 
mouth. This is a great side dish to 
pasta or even a snack/lunch. They 
stay good for a few days but like 
almost everything else, they’re 
better when warm. Enjoy!

Recipe Information:
Makes about 20 balls
About 40 minutes prep time
About 10-20 minutes oven time
Serves about 5 people

Ingredients
Two 1/4 envelops of yeast
sugar (about 1 and 1/2 table-
spoons)
Warm water
1 cup milk
2 cups of flour
Baby Tomatoes (about 10)
Mozzarella Cheese
1 ts of salt
Pepperoni (optional)
Basil (to taste)
Onion powder (to taste)
Minced Garlic (to taste)
Dry Italian Seasoning (to taste)
Olive Oil
Pepper (to taste)
Two 1/4 envelops of yeast
sugar (about 1 and 1/2 table-
spoons)
Warm water
1 cup milk
2 cups of flour
Baby Tomatoes (about 10)
Mozzeralla Cheese
1 ts of salt
Pepperoni (optional)
Basil (to taste)
Onion powder (to taste)
Minced Garlic (to taste)
Dry Italian Seasoning (to taste)

Olive Oil
Pepper (to taste)

1.Put yeast and 1 tablespoon 
sugar in 1 cup of warm water and 
let it stand for 10 minutes 
2.Add 2 cups of flour and then stir 
3.Add 1 cup of milk and stir 
4.Add 1/2 cups of warm water 
until you reach a doughy consis-
tency 
5.Let it stand for 10 minutes 
6.Chop up baby tomatoes and 
save the juice with the seeds in a 
little bowl 
7.Put dough on well floured 
surface and knead in basil, onion 
powder, garlic and Italian Season-
ing. I use a lot, probably more 
then 3 tablespoons, for more fla-
vor but feel free to vary amounts. 
8.Then add tomatoes, pepperoni 
and mozzarella. Make sure you 
leave some of each on the side. 
9.Let the dough stand for 10 
minutes 
10.Take the left over tomato juice 
and mix in basil, onion powder, 
Italian Seasoning, olive oil, salt, 
sugar and pepper. 
11.Take dough and roll into balls 
a little bigger then a golf ball. 
12.Coat a baking sheet in olive oil 
and then place balls. Make sure 
they’re not to close together. 
13.Smother each ball in the 
tomato juice mixture. Then top 
each ball with left over tomato, 
mozzarella and pepperoni. 
14.Let it stand for 10 minutes 
15.Put in oven for 10-20 minutes 
at 400 degrees. 

**When you eat the pizza balls 
you can heat them up and dip 
them in a sauce. Pesto, tomato 
or olive oil with salt and pepper 
always work well.

**I always say, “the more the 
more tastier”. When the recipe 
says “to taste” that means, to 
tast a lot. Please embelish and 
smother your pizza balls in gralic 
and onion. Make sure every bite 
is a little piece of heaven. 

“Eat 200 
Worms”

and understand them to 
their fullest extent, this is 
a must-see addition to the 
famous collection of Saw 
films.
Unfortunately, there is a 
cliffhanger at the end of the 
film, meaning there is more 
coming. This franchise of 
films is way past its prime, 
at the point where the films 
simply have no reason, only 
to leave you unsettled and 
degraded as a human being. 
If you enjoy going to the 
theater for the blood, this 
is for you, but if you have 
not seen the prior films and 
are not comfortable sitting 
through a gory afternoon at 
the movies, stay away from 
this and spend your over-
priced movie ticket money 
on something else.
It’s disgusting, it’s gro-
tesque and it’s creative in 
all the worst ways, howev-
er, comic relief is still avail-
able – just read the script.
As well as all of us under-
age students, for those 
BSGE 7th graders, keep in 
mind, as Jeannette Catsou-
lis of the New York Times 
tells us all, “Saw IV” is 
rated R (Under 17 requires 
accompanying parent or 
adult guardian). Imagine 
every conceivable form of 
torture, then add the incon-
ceivable.”



News, News, News, News and Did We Mention, News!
Only Hummers Use More Oil Than Our 

Fries by Kats Tamanaha
McDonald’s is highly nutri-
tional. That is, compared to 
other popular fast food restau-
rants, such as Subway, Burger 
King, KFC, and Domino’s. 
These restau-
rants are the new 
McDonald’s. Ev-
eryone thinks the 
Golden Arches are 
really just fried fat, 
and they are, but 
so are these other 
silent culprits. All 
five of the restau-
rants listed above 
are big favorites 
of high school 
students. In fact, 
there is a Subway, 
Domino’s, and 
McDonald’s within 
ten blocks of the 
school.  That’s 
easy access to fatty foods for 
hungry teens.
 By the way… fat 
is bad for you. Teenage girls 
are only supposed to have 73 
grams a day, and boys can 
have 93. That’s the same as a 
large popcorn at the movies. 
Fat is a nutrient your body 
stores to build tissue, hor-
mones, and energy. Too much 
fat, though, will make you 
fat. Calories come from fat. 
They are essentially needed to 
fuel your body, but too many 
calories will cause you to gain 
weight. Girls can consume 
2,200 calories per day, and 
boys 2,800. See a pattern? Salt 
is next. Salt, a.k.a. sodium, is 
pretty much just bad for you. 
It’s fine in moderation, but too 
much salt makes it harder for 
your heart to pump- which is 
not good. Most teens are gen-
erally supposed to have less 
than 140 milligrams of salt per 
day. 

 Let’s start with the 
classic; McDonald’s. McDon-
ald’s is basically the poster 
child for fast food, and the 
main reason everyone associ-

ates America with obesity. 
McDonald’s foods have an 
average of 400 calories, an av-
erage fat content of 25 grams, 
and an average sodium (salt) 
amount of 1500 milligrams. In 
case you don’t know, that’s a 
LOT. Maybe there’s a reason 
McDonald’s is the 
focus of so many 
anti-obesity ads. 
 A 
popular pizza 
chain is Domino’s. 
Domino’s is 
widely-known, and 
a favorite among 
teens. Well, just 
knock that idea 
right out of your 
head. Domino’s 
scored an average total 
calories of 400, total fat of 300 
grams, and a total salt of 350 
milligrams.  If you were too 
shocked to completely register 
that line, read it over. It’s 
true. McDonalds only had 25 

grams of fat. Dominos had an 
average of 300! I’m sticking to 
McDonald’s. 
 Burger King is 
thankfully not as completely 

mind-blowing. A well-
accepted alternative for 
McDonald’s, Burger 
King is not picked-on 
by the media. It actually 
had an average of about 
50 more calories than its 
rival, scoring at a 450. It 
had an average fat of 23 
grams, and an average 
salt level of 800 mil-
ligrams. That’s a lot of 
salt! Talk about over-
working your heart, jeez.
 Another example 
is KFC, a well-known 
fried chicken place. It 
focuses on being cheap 
and delicious, and you 

don’t really hear about it in 
any news stories. It has an 
average of 175 calories which 
is pretty good compared to the 
other fast-food restaurants. It 
has an average total fat of 15 
grams (the best so far), and an 
average total sodium intake 

of 800 milligrams. Though 
there’s a lot of salt, KFC’s 
calorie and fat intake are pretty 
decent compared to the rest of 
the “fatty five”. 
 “The Subway Guy” 

Jared’s pants may be too big, 
but his heart won’t beat for 
long. Subway, everyone’s 
favorite “healthy” sandwich 
joint is our worst offender. 
You might as well be eating 
a whole hotdog stand when 
you take a bite of a Subway 
sandwich. With an average of 
700 calories, this chain tops 
all. The amount of fat is about 
the same as the average fat 
of McDonald’s and Burger 
King, and more than KFC. But 
here’s the heart-stopping fact: 
Subway sandwiches have an 
average salt intake of 1800             
milligrams. That’s almost 300 
milligrams more than McDon-
ald’s has. 
 You may be asking, 
why is everything so fatty? 
My theory is that after all the 
media attention on McDon-
alds, the other fast food chains 
might have seen the oppor-
tunity to increase the fat and 
calories (it makes the food 
taste better) in most of their 
choices, while labeling the 
few old choices as the healthy 
new alternatives. That might 

be why the totals of 
fat, calorie, and sodium 
intake seem to have 
risen since last time we 
checked. 
 This article speaks 
for itself. There’s no 
conclusion necessary. 
Being fat is being fat and 
unless your life goal is 
to be a world-champion 
sumo wrestler, cut down 
on the fast foods now. 

As previously discussed, even 
the “healthy” fast foods can 
be deadly. So watch out Jared, 
Ronald, the old guy on the 
KFC buckets, the King, and 
the little Domino- we won’t 
fall for it anymore!

BSGE Gets a 
Close your eyes and imagine, a 
group of principals sitting in the 
classroom, hands folded, while 
the School Board stands in front 
of room, handing the principals 
their progress report.  That is not 
a scene you would usually envi-
sion.  However, that is the idea 
Mayor Bloomberg and School 
Chancellor Joel I. Klein had 
when they gave out 1,224 New 
York City (NYC) public schools 
their first letter grades ever.          
Just as the students get report 
cards every year, the NYC 
learning facilities got their 
yearly progress report, receiv-
ing grades that ranged from 
A through F.  According to 
the Department of Education 
(DOE) website, there were 

three categories on which they 
based their grades: Learning 
Environment, Student Progress, 
and Student Performance.  The 
grades were based on how high 
or low the schools scored on 
each one of the above-men-
tioned categories in comparison 
with other schools with similar 
characteristics, such as number 
of students, attendance, and 
social and racial composition of 
the pupils’ population, etc. 
At about this time you might be 
wondering what grade did our 
school get?  I have bittersweet 
news for you. According to 
the New York Department of 
Education website, Baccalaure-
ate School for Global Educa-
tion High School got a solid A. 
However, BSGE Middle School 
scored a C, as did 25.5% of 
all schools in the City. BSGE 
received a score of 48.83, 1.7 
points shy from receiving a B.
How did BSGE middle school 
come to receive that score?  As 
mentioned above, the DOE 
evaluated the schools according 
to three different categories.  In 
the area of Learning Environ-
ment BSGE Middle School 
received 10.5 out of a total of 15 
points. In Student Performance 
the school scored 22.0 out of a 
maximum of 30 points. In Stu-
dent Progress it obtained 16.3 
out of 55 points. The last one 
was the lowest score of all three 
categories. 
Nevertheless, BSGE High 
School exceeded on all three 
categories.  In Learning Envi-
ronment it scored 12, (out of 
15). In Student Performance, 20 
(out of 30) and in Student Prog-
ress the high school achieved 
43.4 points out of 55. The high 
school obtained an overall score 
of 75.4, earning a solid place in 
the A bracket, along with 22.3% 
of other high schools in the city.         
The graph below compares the 
points given to both schools by 
the Board of Education, on each 

Black Friday a Hype for 
Nothing by Kriten Spang

While many people are 
relaxing to help digest their 
stomachs full of 
turkey and mashed 
potatoes, many 
others find the day 
after Thanksgiv-
ing, also known 
as Black Friday, a 
day in which they 
are stocking up on gifts for 
the upcoming holidays that 
are almost a month away.  
“Black Friday” is the day 
which many consider to be 
the beginning of holiday 
shopping.  On this day, 
various stores offer “great” 
prices on select items that 
are desired by many people 
for gifts.  Often, people are 
so serious about shopping 
getting the “deals” they are 
convinced that they will 
never get again on this day 
that they are willing to line 
up at door front hours before 
the stores even open.  It is in 
the top ten busiest shopping 
days of the year.  
 The question is 
whether or not Black Friday 
is actually worth the hassle.  
What people mostly look for 

on this day is usually major 
electronics and popular toys 

that are found at incredibly 
low prices, and may not be 
in stock 
when 
they 
wish to 
buy it as 
it gets 
closer 
to the 
holiday 
season.  
They 
are 
afraid 
if they 
wait 
until afterwards, all items 
would already be purchased 
and out of stock.  Yet, if they 
buy it ahead of time, they  
risking money loss, because 
of the eventual holiday price 
drops that may follow.  

 A lot of times, 
people are attracted to a spe-

cific 
store 
on 
black 
Fri-
day 
be-

cause of its ads that promote 
the items they will be 

selling.  These 
items are usually 
desired by many, 
so it gets shop-
pers at their store 
very quickly.  
What these adver-
tisements fail to 
mention is the 
limited quantity 
that they are hold-
ing for the day, 
making the few 
items that people 
are striving for 

very hard to get at the price 
being advertised.  Many 
people get very caught up 
in the day to later realize 
the craziness is not neces-
sary for other items that 
they desire, such as clothing 

one of the three categories. As 
shown, Student Performance 
was the category BSGE middle 
school scored the highest. A 
first glance at the graph shows 
how the BSGE High School 
towers above the BSGE Middle 
School’s in Student Progress.  
  But, what is the difference 
between Student Performance 
and Student Progress?  To begin 
with, both categories have a 
different meaning for high 
school and for middle school. 
As explained by the DOE, when 
evaluating Student Performance 
the Board considers students’ 
testing levels on English Lan-
guage Arts and Math.  However, 
when assessing high schools, 
the same category focuses 

on the school’s “success in 
graduating students.”  On the 
same note, Student Progress for 
middle schools measures the 
average of student improvement 
from the beginning of the school 
year to the end of the school 
year.  However, for the high 
schools it is, “the evaluation of 
an annual student’s advance-
ment towards graduation”. To 
evaluate a school’s Learning 
Environment, the DOE uses 
surveys and other data to find 
out factors related to attendance, 
safety, communication, learning 
conditions, etc.  This applies for 
both high schools and middle 
schools.        
Twenty-three percent of schools 
in the city got an A including 
our BSGE high school, 38% got 
a B, and 12% of schools got ei-
ther a D or F.  In Queens alone, 
52 schools got C’s, including 
our BSGE middle school.
As it happens in many homes 
with children, the Schools 
which receive As and Bs are 
“eligible for rewards”, on the 
other side schools who get Ds, 
Fs, or 3 consecutive Cs will 
“face consequences” deliv-
ered by the DOE.  Besides the 
Progress Report, there are two 
other documents that may shed 
light on the school’s overall 
performance.  They are the 
Quality Review Score and the 
State Accountability Status.  
These three evaluations can be 
found at the school portal, under 
the category of statistics. The 
website is: http://schools.nyc.
gov/SchoolPortals/30/Q580/
default.htm.
It is interesting to think of your 
school working hard and study-
ing at night so it can get a higher 
grade on its test next year.  It 
is a funny scenario, however it 
is happening and we all need 
to make an effort to raise our 
scores…. even the students.       

stores.  There may be few 
items that are actually great 
deals at the time, but the 
lines that often go out of the 
store are at times may not be 
necessary.  Often, the start 
of sales occurs on Black 
Friday, but will eventually 
drop even lower.  Prices are 
often reduced additionally 
the weeks after the infamous 
day.  
 Another day that 
is often mistaken as the 
best shopping days is Cyber 
Monday, the Monday that 
follows Black Friday.  This 
is supposedly the best day 
of the year to shop on the 
internet, and the day that 
the most people do.  This is 
actually quite the contrary.  
Many people take part in 
these two days because 
they are said to be excellent 
days to shop.  These people 
ignore the idea that there 
may not actually be incred-
ible sales on what they 
desire.  The people mostly 
get caught up in the day and 
ignore the possibilities that 
the deals may not be best.

“ Many people get very caught up in the 
day to later realize the craziness is not 
necessary...”
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News, News, News, News and Did We Mention, News!
Baccalaureate School for Global Education 
Say What?!? by Argemira Florez

 Is it just me, or do 
you dread being asked what 
school you go to?
Aunts, uncles, friends, ask 
you innocuosly, not know-
ing that this question will 
take them by the hand and 
lead them into a further 
state of bewilderment. You 
tell them where it is, you 
tell them that it is ‘The 
Baccalaureate School for 
Global Education at least 
ten times and still, they 
stare at you, stupefied. So 
for all of you struggling 
with this, here it is, this is 
how you answer them. This 
school enforces a program 
that leaves students friend-
less, overstressed, and ad-
dicted to coffee, but it is all 
worthwhile because teach-
ers say, “It will definitely 
help you in college!”
On a more serious note, 
it is generally the highest 
pre-college education that a 
student can acquire. It is an 
international program that 
is said to be given in 2,145 
schools, servicing over 
500,000 students in 125 
countries (ibo.org). In gen-
eral, the main purpose of IB 
is to supply students with 
a higher level of education 
that will serve as challeng-
ing and time consuming but 
worthwhile in the very end. 
 The IBO, Inter-
national Baccalaureate 
Organization states in its 
website that it is their wish 
to “help develop the intel-
lectual, personal, emotional 
and social skills to live, 
learn and work in a rapidly 
globalizing world.” Yes, it 
sounds like a load of junk 
just trying to advertise this 
grueling program, but in-
deed, rumor has it from our 
graduating seniors, class of 
‘07, that it has made their 
college life a whole lot 
easier.
But for now, explaining 

this program can be quite a 
handful so here is the 411. 
This program is made up 
of three sub-programs, IB 
Primary Years program, IB 
Middle Years Program, and 
IB Diploma Program. The
Primary Years program 
encompasess children ages 
3-12; The Middle Years
Program encompasess chil-
dren ages 11-16; The Di-
ploma Program encompases 
children ages 16-19. In the 
United States, there are 218 
schools which offer the 
Middle Years Programme 
and 556 which schools
offer the Diploma Pro-
gramme. Being that we are 
in a school which
presently houses the Middle 
Years Program and the 
Diploma Program
these will be my main 
focus. six main subjects: 
Language A1, Second
Language, Individuals and 
Societies, Experimental 
Sciences, Math, and
last but not least, Arts and 
Electives. Though these are 
subjects given generally 
in all schools the content 
which these subjects 
encompass is far more com-
plex and goes further than 
the content taught in other 
schools. More specifically, 
our courses are split into 
HL, higher level and SL, 
standard level. The avail-
ability of such choices in 
education allows for a more 
in depth understanding on 
certain subjects. Higher 
Level History (encom-
passed in Individuals and 
Societies) for example, a 
subject which I am tak-
ing, has a larger focus on 
the History of Americas, 
an asset when taking the 
regents in
June.
 In addition to 
these six subjects however, 
are 4 extra tasks that an IB 

student is forced to endure: 
Extended Essay, Theory of 
Knowledge,
IB Tests and their myriad 
CAS hours. Lucky for the 
youngsters, all of these 
extra tasks, except for the 
150 hours of CAS, are 
performed in the Diploma 
Program. Extended Essay 
is basically a paper that 
students must write over 
the course of two years. 
It requires a focus on 
one subject one question, 
written by them, steadfast 
research and an established 
reasonable argument all in 
4000 words or less. This 
task, is very difficult, IB’s 
specialty. Next is Theory of 
Knowledge, a class that all 
Diploma Program students 
take which generally fo-
cuses on ‘epistemology,’ or 
the study of the foundation 
of knowledge; Sample
questions: How do you 
know what you know? How 
do you really know you
know what you know is 
true? Quite interesting I’d 
say, can’t really say much 
about the work because I 
am yet to take that class, 
but be still BSGE-ers I will 
be sure to write another 
very interesting article 
describing it in greater 
depth. CAS, depending on 
which level you are stands 
for 1 of 2 things: Com-
munity And Service, or 
Creativity, Action, Service. 
As I mentioned before, the 
Middle Years Program must 
serve 150 hours of Com-
munity and Service while 
the Diploma program must 
do 150 hours of Creativity, 
Action and Service.
 The latter is more 
complex for it is harder to 
find time to get hours for 
creativity-the arts and writ-
ing; Action-sports; Service-
serving your community. 
Last but not least are the IB 

Tests taken in June of your 
senior year. They are taken 
in every subject and are the 
final and most crucial as-
sessment of the IB schools. 
In conclusion, if you fail 
any of these things, you 
will not get the IB Di-
ploma, only the certificate. 
However, if you do pass 
everything, then you will 
be a happy well-rounded, 
knowledgeable graduate, 
that Peter Wilson will be
proud of.
 Yes, the IB 
Diploma is not like an ice 
cold coca-cola in a dessert, 
it isn’t the best game in 
Chucke cheese, but it does 
have three advantages: It 
makes college life easier- 
being in this school assigns 
so much work and places 
so much pressure on its stu-
dents that it inevitable that  
they will learn how to man-
age their time and work, 
a skill highly necessary to 
succeed in college. Sec-
ond, you gain more prior 
knowledge, according to 
Peter, schools will find IB 
Diploma and Certificate re-
ceivers more well-rounded 
and knowledgeable people.
Third, some universities 
will allow graduates with 
the IB Diploma to enter the 
school skipping freshman 
year, meaning you graduate 
faster, and have a headstart 
on all those other ‘lucky 
people’ who went to regular 
schools.
 Therefore, IB is 
something you should be 
proud of. When someone 
asks you where you go, 
don’t be afraid to give them 
the 411, because after they 
get past their confusion, 
they’ll be sure to envy your 
high quality education and 
want to be just like you.

Second Is the Best? 
By Meghan McCullough
 Those who have 
siblings can usually sense the 
differences early on; the varia-
tions in the way the parents 
treat the eldest child versus 
the youngest child, and those 
in the middle.  Some fight it at 
first, but eventually accept it 
as fact; the oldest will always 
be the leader, and the youngest 
the rebel.
 Of course, this isn’t 
true for all families.  One’s 
birth order shouldn’t and can’t 
be read like a horoscope.  
There are always those cases 
in which a younger sibling will 
do better academically than the 
oldest, and the oldest becomes 
the rebel.  For all cases, 
however, there is no 
denying the fact that 
siblings affect each 
other in greater ways 
than acknowledged as 
they grow up.
 Take John 
and Patrick McEnroe as 
an example.  Although 
both were tennis play-
ers, John, the older of 
the two, went on to become 
number one in the world 
during his time, while Patrick 
barely made a dent in the sport 
of tennis.  
 Study after study 
will continuously prove that 
birth order has an extreme 
impact on each sibling, no 
matter what field they chose 
to be in.  The eldest sibling 
will more often than not be 
the one let into Harvard, with 
the youngest being the one 
to either excel in the arts or 
become a druggie.  The middle 
siblings have always been the 
question in these studies, due 
to their lack of consistency.
 Birth order proves 
to be getting stronger over the 
years, as the old stereotypical 
action of neglecting to give 
the girl of the family what 
her place in the family should 
grant her in order to have more 
to give to the boy slowly but 
surely dies out.  Now, with 
more jobs available for both 
men and women, one will find 
that the eldest of the family, 
even if it is a girl, will more 
often than not be the leader of 

the family; the one that thrives.  
 So what causes 
this repetitiveness in the way 
first-borns and later-borns turn 
out?   A lot of it has to do with 
the parents.  The first born in 
a family enjoys 100% of the 
food the family has to offer, 
but the food becomes more 
limited with each and very 
child that is later born.  How-
ever, the eldest will always 
have a few years head start 
above the youngest in terms of 
calories they enjoyed before 
the youngest was alive.  
 Not only is it the 
fact that the oldest was alive 
longer than the rest that causes 

them to be the most prosperous 
in the family, but the favorit-
ism that the parents demon-
strate towards them boosts 
their self confidence, while 
lowering that of the young-
est.  Parents will always find 
pride in their very first child; 
the leader of the pack.  This 
pride that exists even before 
the child becomes leader of the 
pack has a huge impact on all 
of the children’s futures.
   As the baby of the 
family, the youngest enjoys 
more attention than necessary, 
which becomes apparent very 
early on in the child’s life.  
They soon become aware that 
they can get away with a lot 
without having to do much 
at all.  Thus they become the 
rebel, but seen as the “sweet 
but energetic” baby of the fam-
ily.  
 All of these factors 
and more have enormous 
impacts on the children’s lives, 
and soon have a large part 
when it comes to defining who 
they are and what they will 
become.  

“Study after study will 
continuously prove that 
birth order has an ex-
treme impact on each 
sibling...”

Video Games and Teens 
By Alicia Saleh
As time goes on, technology 
becomes more sophisticated, 
like video games. The popular-
ity of violent video games is 
growing immensely and is 
becoming a part of the social 
experience of America ’s youth. 
Video games are becoming 
more graphic and because they 
are becoming more graphic, 
they show a lot of violence that 
isn’t suitable for small children. 
Violent video games can lead 
to violent behavior in children                                                                                    
Video games have been linked 
to aggressive behavior in young 
children. Some people may 
believe that video games allow 
a safe outlet for frustration and 
aggression. Video games may 
influence children’s attitudes 
toward other people. A game 
where you go around shooting, 
stabbing, killing and burning 
civilians is becoming enjoy-
able to kids who play. The 

games give negative affects 
on children’s minds, it makes 
killing seem less like a crime, 
and it promotes racism and 
sexist stereotypes. You may not 
see teens stabbing each other to 
the death, but ideas of violence 
come into mind. Games like 
Grand Theft Auto show a lot 
of these things. Kids may think 
that it is okay to commit crimes.                      
When video games are made, 
they usually get ratings like T 
for teen and E for everyone. 
But it doesn’t stop kids under 
age from playing those games. 
When a game shows a lot of 
violence on the cover, it urges 
the under age kid to have it. 
Mostly an older person like a 
parent or friend will buy the 
game. Parents complain about 
their children and their behavior 
changing, when they are the 
ones who bought the game. 
Parents aren’t really responsible 
but they should have a limit 

to how long the kid plays the 
video game. Kids have become 
addicted to video games and 
lose their responsibilities 
over them. Kids slack off on 
homework and chores. It leads 
to poor academic performance.                           
Given the fact that video games 
have several negative effects, 
they also have positive effects. 
Some games can be educational 
and it causes you to use your 
brain and solve the problem, 
players get so caught up in the 
game that they don’t realize 
that they are learning anything. 
Video games also allow a 
sense of control, flexibility, and 
hand-eye coordination skills.                                               
In conclusion, video games 
have both positive and negative 
effects on children. Overall the 
negative effect on children is 
that they cause violent actions 
and overall the positive effect 
on children is that they learn 
other things while playing. 

The New Guidance Counslor 
by Jolijt Tamanaha

 
 You can now offi-
cially add Timothy David-
Lang to your list of good 
listeners. Next time you 
need to borrow two ears 
and spill your heart, knock 
on Tim’s door. It’s always 
open to all students, unless 
it’s closed, and in that case, 
hold your breath, write it 
down and wait two minutes 
because you’re up next.
 Tim is the school’s 
new guidance counslor and 
he describes himself as 
“someone who students can 
talk to” because he doesn’t 
have to have demands or an 
agenda. He’s just someone 
here to listen. That can be 
extremly helpful in a school 
where everyone seems  to 

be asking for something. 
 His office is a 
place where students can be 
who they are. 
 Tim describes 
BSGE as a school as a 
“very rigorous academic 
enviroment where students 
and teachers are both very 
serious about academics 
and getting prepared for 
college and career.” He says 
BSGE has a good range of 
classes with a lot of subject 
depth and that most stu-
dents will be very comfort-
able in college. 
 Besides being a 
good listener, Tim is also 
the man you go to for help  
with procedural matters. 
Such as students, families 
or teachers that need help 

with applying to BSGE, 
working papers, high school 
applications and schedul-
ing. 
 Tim has worked 
at Humanities Prep in 
Manhattan and a few other 
schools. He was a fresh-
man advisor at St. John’s 
University and he’s been a 
teacher. 
 Already want 
a tip? We asked, how do 
adults continue to connect 
with their teenagers. Tim 
dished out some pretty 
perfect advise. Tim says 
adults should find ways to 
have fun with their kids.  
He says, “those [fun] things 
change as your child gets 
older but there are always 
ways to connect.”



A Little More News

Attention STAPH
By Briesny T.

Attention Students, Teach-
ers, and STAPH!  No, I did 
not misspell “staff.”  Actu-
ally, “staph” is short for 
Staphylococcus.  Staphylo-
coccus includes thirty-one 
species.  Although most 
are not too harmful, some 
are.  Some can be poison-
ous, while others can cause 
death or infectiois diseases.  
Lately, there have been 
cases of Staph attacking 
schools nationwide.  Be 
it as unlikely as it may, 
it could happen here.  
Therefore, one should be 
informed.
We all know that germs 
are all around us, and as 
clean as we are there is no 
escaping the bacteria.  The 
bright side is that most of 
the bacteria we come across 
is not harmful.  Still, staph 
can grow and turn into a 
toxin.  For instance, food 
poisoning.  Staphylococcus 
has the ability to grow on 
food with low water activ-
ity, such as cheese.  If such 

foods are stored improp-
erly they can become toxic 
to a person eating them.  
However, these infections 
can be cured using the 
appropriate antibiotics and 
sometimes just letting the 
symptoms pass.
Major issues only occur 
when we come in contact 
with the harmful strains 
of bacteria.  MRSA is an 
extremely harmful strain 
of bacteria.  Only a couple 
of Staphylococcus species 
are included in the MRSA 
category, though.  MRSA is 
an acronym for Methicillin 
resistant Staphylococcus 
aureus.  MRSA has recently 
become a big issue.  It has 
resulted in more than just a 
couple of hospitalizations 
and deaths nation wide.  
One case even broke out in 
my old county in Miami.  
And it continues to spread 
across the country.  
Two high schools in Dade 
county, South Miami Senior 
High School and Palmetto 

High School, were affected 
by MRSA, luckily there 
were no deaths.  Unfortu-
nately that is not always the 
case, and it is going on in 
schools in Maryland, Illin-
ios, and Georgia to schools 
right here in New York 
or Washington state.  In 
Virginia a senior died, just 
last October,  as a result of 
MRSA.  
The really scary part about 
this is how it can be con-
tracted.  Staphylococous is 
able to live on dry surfaces, 
therefore just coming in 
contact with something in-
fected with the bacteria can 
have terrible results.  The 
only thing that can be done 
is trying to stay as clean 
as possible.  This means 
staying away from gener-
ally infected places, such as 
the trash, and keeping your 
hands clean.  Also being 
well-informed will help 
you avoid a major Staphy-
lococous infection!

What You Don’t Eat Can 
Kill You! By Bianca Martinez and Jesse Heller

Champs! By Rudy Fuzayluv

The Boston Red Sox have 
done it again. After an 86 year 
long drought, the Red Sox 
have shocked the baseball 
world, in winning two World 
Series in the last four years. 
After sweeping the Los 
Angeles Angels in the ALDS 
and winning four out of seven 
against the Cleveland Indians, 
they swept the Colorado Rock-
ies in the World Series. Terry 
Francona’s Red Sox have a 
perfect 8-0 in two world series. 
As the sound of the 95 mph 
fastball from Jonathan Papel-
bon hits Jason Varitek’s glove, 
all of Red Sox Nation erupts, 
and 3000 miles away a dark 
cloud hangs over New York. 
The Red Sox dominated the 
playoffs, with superb pitching 
and clutch hitting.And with 
Jonathan Papelbon, the lights-
out closer, on the mound, you 
need to scratch a run any way 
you can. The pitching was 
incredible, for Boston anyway. 
For Colorado on the other 
hand, it was rookie pitching 
getting taste of a finer Ameri-
can League team. Boston 
busted out and destroyed any 
hope of a World Series win for 
the mile high city, with Jacoby 
Ellsbury and Dustin Pedroia 
sparking things up. They both 
hit for a combined .716, 12 
hits, 5 doubles, 6 runs scored, 

one homer, and six runs driven 
in. They sparked the offence 
for the sox, and from that point 
on they kept on rolling.  
 The Red Sox 
emerged in the playoffs as a 
completely different team. In 
the regular season, they were 
96 game winners, however 
they found there offense from 
unusual heroes, not Papi or 
Manny. Ramirez hit only 20 
homers and drove in 88, that 
would be a career year for 
most, but not very Manny Esq. 
David Ortiz too in the first half 
of the season swung a cold bat, 
but in July in which he was co 
player of the month, he heated 
up. He finished the season 
with 35 long balls and 117 
runners driven in. However the 
versatile Sox found new ways 
of winning games, with rookie 
of the year candidate Dustin 
Pedroia, and Mike Lowell. 
Mike Lowell, a nobody from 
Florida that the Red Sox were 
forced to take, was World 
Series MVP and arguably team 
MVP. Lowell led the team in 
RBI and hits. He has come up 
very big in clutch situations, 
especially against the Yankees. 
 As well as the 
hitting was for the Red Sox, 
their pitching was superb. The 
pitching staff truly out dueled 
Colorado’s junior pitching. 
The Red Sox pitching had 

a team era of 3.60 with 36 
strikeouts. Jonathan Papelbon, 
was dominant, pitching in 
three of the four games, not 
giving up a run, three strike-
outs, and converting three 
saves out of three save op-
portunities. He however, was 
not the only star that shined, 
Cy Young award favorite, Josh 
Beckett pitched remarkably. 
In four post-season games 
pitched, he went 4-0 with a 
1.20 era. He pitched 30 in-
nings, and gave up four, while 
striking 35 men. 
 So, the curse of an-
other 86 year drought is over, 
and in Colorado the tears of 
bandwagon Rockies fans upset 
over a dream season coming to 
an end. In Boston, the sounds 
of Red Sox Nation erupt, and 
100 miles away in New York 
every true Yankees cries are 
heard, and are disgruntled 
by what lies ahead. But you 
can’t take away from the 
accomplishments of the 2007 
Boston Red Sox, who won 
their first division title in 13 
years, and their second World 
Series in the last four. They 
did it though, so you must look 
forward to the next season and 
Yankees fans, try to forget this 
one.  

“Here Taylor, have a bite of 
my sandwich.”
“…No thanks, I’ll pass.”
 Nicole shoved the 
sandwich in her face, tempt-
ing her with the turkey and 
cheese.
“How about these cookies?”
“I said no thank you already,” 
Taylor said, her response full 
of attitude and irritation.
“What’s wrong with you? I 
haven’t seen you eating in 
forever.”
“I’m not hungry anymore. 
You know? I’ve trained 
myself not to eat until din-
ner time. And plus, lately 
I’ve been having really big 
dinners.” Taylor told her con-
cerned friends with a proud 
smirk on her face.
“You say that like its normal,” 
Nicole shot back.
Unfortunately, this is more 
normal than it should be. 
Many females suffer from 
disordered eating without 
realizing  that they have a 
problem. Disordered eating 
“is a complex compulsion to 
eat, or not eat, in a way which 
disturbs physical and mental 
health. The person is overly 
obsessed with the consump-
tion of what they see as the 
‘right’ foods for them, to the 
point that their nutrition and 
quality of life suffers,” says 
Wikipedia. 
 There are key signs 
to look out for that may show 
you or someone you know 
has disordered eating: eating 
in secret, skipping meals, 
ignoring certain food groups 
(fats, carrbohydrates, etc.), 

not eating enough, or eating 
too much. Food should not be 
the center of a person’s life. 
Worrying about what you put 
in your mouth all the time 
will not have the benefits you 
hoped for. Instead you will 
end up feeling depressed, 
wanting to withdraw from 
social activity, becoming 
disgusted while eating, block-
ing out the truth and possibly 
gaining weight. 
 “The 1997 Youth 
Risk Behavior Surveillance 
Study found that over 4% 
of students nationwide had 
taken laxatives, diet pills or 
had vomited either to lose 
weight or to keep from gain-
ing weight.” Many girls will 
go to even this far length 
to keep their weight down. 
Anorexia and bulimia have 
become very well known, but 
eating disorders, which can be 
deathly [!!!] as well, are not 
as well known. 
 Your loved one; 
best friend, sibling, or parent 
may be suffering
from this fatal disease. As 
soon as you pick up on the 
signs or symptoms
listed above it is important to 
get them help as soon as pos-
sible. Eating
disorders can be cured. As 
long as you understand what 
is going on with 
your body and the mistakes 
you are making, along with 
how you can correct 
them.
 So what can you do 
to help? Sit your loved one 
down. 

Be honest with them and 
yourself. Denying the prob-
lems that have already
been diagnosed will get you 
no where. Make sure that the 
‘patient’ 
understands that skipping 
meals will not help them get 
to their desired
weight. Everyone eats. There 
is no reason for anyone to be 
embarrassed or shy about the 
amount of food consumed and 
the particular time when it
is eaten, as long as the habits 
you follow are healthy and 
consistent. Binge
eating, which means starving 
yourself and then, in one meal 
eating extra large portions to 
satisfy your built-up hunger, 
is not healthy. Make sure 
the ‘patient’ sees a medical 
physician. Understand that if 
you have this disorder you are 
not alone; millions of people 
are suffering from the same 
problem. Do not wait or be 
afraid to take action. You can 
also take comfort in remem-
bering that and that everyone 
has their insecurities. The 
difference is that some have 
learned how to control them 
and look past them.  
 All body types are 
beautiful in their own ways. 
As much as teens refuse to 
accept the fact that beauty 
is not only on the face of a 
magazine it is true. You gain 
nothing from disordered 
eating and hurting yourself 
and your loved ones simply 
because you feel “fat that
day” is absolutely absurd.

Gone With The Fire 
By Natalia and Santiago Preciado O
Most people try to do all they can 
to have the type of life they want to 
lead. They try to build a family and 
offer them the very best that they 
can get their hands on. They work 
hard, save money, and buy the house 
of their dreams. They try to protect 
their love ones from any harm, and 
show them that the world is a place 
which you mold into what you want 
it to be. Most people buy cars, and 
fancy televisions. They get expensive 
clothing and all types of technol-
ogy articles.  They buy whole living 
rooms and re-do their kitchens every 
once in a while. Most people don’t 
think of the natural world around 
them, but rather of the monetary 
world that humans have created. Most 
people don’t expect to have their 
whole lives work burnt to the ground. 
Most people don’t have a backup 
plan in case a disaster was to strike 
them. Most people are like the people 
in California. They might have been 
stricken by great fires before, but they 
would never come to see that it would 
take away everything that they had 
ever owned. Everything was gone 
with the wind.
 The recent California 
wildfires took everyone by surprise, 
mainly because no one was expect-
ing them even thought they have 
happened before. They took down 
and over 500,000 acres,  about 40 
times larger than our Manhattan; 
starting from Santa Barbara County 
to the U.S.–Mexico border. The 
way and speed that the fires spread 
was incredible. They covered seven 
different counties and completely 
destroyed everything that was in its 
path. The fire began on October 20th, 
2007, and lasted until November 6th, 
2007. Over those days, there were a 
total of 23 fires. There were several 
factors that initiated the fires. Some 
of them were created by man, but 
the rest were natural. The natural 
reasons were that there was a drought 
in Southern California, hot weather, 
and unusually strong winds with 
gusts reaching up to 85 mph in Santa 
Ana (140 km/h). All of these things 
made it the perfect scenario for a fire. 
The fires were taking place in a very 
dry area, with fast winds and high 

temperatures; it truly was the perfect 
scenario for a fire. There were also 
several fires that included the actions 
of men. The most popular scenario 
is the one about the 10 year-old boy 
who was playing with matches, and 
somehow started a fire that covered 
most of the Los Angeles County; 
burnt 21 homes and injured 3. There 
has been nothing established against 
him or his family, but there is a pos-
sibility of charges being filed. How-
ever, he would have to be tried as a 
juvenile, and the punishment would 
not be extremely severe or follow him 
into his adulthood. However, there 
are those who think that he should re-
sponse to his actions in all its extent. 
“If you accidentally set a massive fire 
that destroys homes, causes residents 
to flee for their lives and requires 
millions of dollars in resources to 
extinguish, then you damn well need 
to pay the piper,” wrote Dave Bossert 
on his online newspaper, The West 
Ranch Beacon. 
The other fires were started by 
fallen power lines, an overturned 
tractor-truck, and another possible 
way was “reported as having been 
deliberately caused, a suspect being 
shot and killed at the scene by state 
authorities.” (Wikipedia.org). There 
are several other fires whose causes 
are still being investigated, as there 
are no stable reasons behind them.
The damages of the 23 fires have 
been devastating.  The several evacu-
ations that were enforced, rather than 
suggested, displaced about 900,000 
people. They were sent to several 
places, including the Qualcomm 
Stadium, the Mira Mesa High School, 
and the Naval Base. The Navy was 
also affected by the fires, being that 
the Naval Base is in San Diego. All 
of those marines in the Navel Base 
San Diego barracks who were not im-
portant were moved to nearby vessels 
so that the Base could accommodate 
refugees.  There was a power outage 
that disabled the Southwest Power 
Link, a power line that runs from 
Arizona to San Diego. “The power 
outage also affected the areas of Ojai, 
Oxnard, Simi Valley, Santa Clarita, 
Thousand Oaks, Agoura Hills, Rialto, 
Fontana, San Bernardino, Rancho 

Cucamonga, Mira Loma, Hespe-
ria, Corona, Bloomington, Irvine, 
Calimesa and Rubidoux. This outage 
also caused 230 people to be without 
power in Malibu.” (Wikipedia.org).
For fires that did so much harm, much 
helped was needed. “Over 6,000 fire-
men worked to fight the blazes; they 
were aided by units of the United 
States Armed Forces, United States 
National Guard, and almost 3,000 
prisoners convicted of non-violent 
crimes.” (Wikipedia.org). There were 
also 60 firefighters from the Mexican 
cities of Tijuana and Tecate helping 
out side by side with the Californian 
firefighters. 
As you can see, the fires of California 
took everyone by surprise. They 
destroyed the homes of thousands of 
people, who were forced to change 
all the comforts they had been used to 
living with for what ever the state, the 
country would give them, all within 
a matter of minutes. We can all learn 
that nothing is forever. In the blink 
of an eye, everything we work for in 
our lives could be snatched from our 
very own finger tips, with us being 
able to do nothing but stand back 
and watch. How do you think that 
the people who were told to evacuate 
their homes now felt, they had no 
time choose what they would take, 
and what they would leave and never 
see again? Our lives are nothing 
stable, and we do nothing but think of 
tomorrow, always living tomorrow to-
day. If we would think of living now, 
of enjoying the moment, the present 
time, we would not be so lost, so 
taken aback if the case was that our 
material world suddenly disappeared. 
Even though we should plan for a 
better future, we should live our lives 
today, be satisfied with what we have, 
because if we give too much value to 
superficial things, we will weep when 
those are taken away, even if we, and 
those we love, are fine and with us. 
We should stop thinking of tomorrow; 
today is the tomorrow we worried 
about yesterday. We have to live 
today, so that every day can be valued 
individually, and we are not waiting 
for something better to happen. 
Rather, we should make today the 
better thing that could happen to us.



Fashion Page

Balenciaga

Balenciaga’s Nicolas 

Ghesquire delivers aninnova-
tive line that displays collegiate 
chick,with the preppiest  blaz-
ers, striped trousers, frilly exotic  
dresses, and decorative jodpurs. 
This collection has that air of 
prep-school fashionista, and has a 
unique look.

1

2

3

1. Missoni Pointed Back Shawl, 
$710(netaporter.com); 2. Tommy 
Hilfiger Classic Pea coat in Pure 
Red, $225; 3(shoptommy.com); 
Balenciaga Caramel Kangaroo 
Leather Buckle Strap Boots, about 
$698 (bluefly.com);

What is She 
Wearing?
By Bianca Martinez and Jesse Heller
Appropriate (adj.): 
suitable or fitting for 
a particular purpose, 
person, occasion, 
etc. 
Inappropriate (adj.): 
not acceptable for 
a certain occasion/
situation, uncalled 
for.  
  Some 
girls simply don’t 
understand the 
difference between 
these definitions. 
There is a fine line 
between looking 
attractive and being 
provocative and at 
this age it’s still un-
clear. When you get 
dressed in the morn-
ing what is your 
objective? Some 
girls dress reveal-
ingly to attract male 
attention, some do 
it to look better for 
themselves. On the 
other hand, some do 
not take the time or 
effort to care about 
what they put on in 
the morning. 
  Whether 
your appearance is 
a priority for you or 
you couldn’t care 
less, everyone else 
takes interest in you. 
In some cliques 
individual looks 
can become “the 
topic of the day.” 
Snotty comments 
about clothes and 
appearance seem 
to dominate young 
female conversation. 
One inappropriate 
outfit can tag you 
with ‘dirty’ names 
for the rest of your 
high school years. 
You are judged 
purely by the way 
you make yourself 
up, so all in all, the 
clothes you choose 
to wear to school are 
more important than 
the attention that 
you hope to draw 
and the reputation 
that you’re earning 
in the process. 
 Most girls want 
attention from boys 
but some girls seem 
to go about it in a 
negative way. When 
a 9th grade boy at 
BSGE was asked 
if girls should have 
limitation on the 

clothing they wear 
during a school day, 
he responded by 
saying, “There is 
a time and a place 
for certain outfits.” 
Many boys agreed 
that girls should 
be smart enough to 
know when to wear 
their little tank tops 
and skirts versus their 
turtlenecks and baggy 
jeans, if you will. 
 “Jeans and a 
t-shirt - that’s a clas-
sic outfit for school” 
says a mother of a 
9th grade girl who 
attends BSGE. This 
is true; you can’t go 
wrong with a nice 
pair of jeans (they 
can have embellish-
ment details making 
them unique) and a 
simple fun shirt that 
expresses you. Jeans 
and a tee are a univer-
sal yes: comfortable, 
practical, accepted by 
all, cute, classy and 
fun. 
 A 10th grade 
boy said, “I guess 
you could say I get 
distracted easily. 
Tight pants, short 
shorts, short skirts, 
exposed midriff, 
cleavage – I’m bound 
to fail that class if I 
sit next to a girl wear-
ing any of that.” It 
seems that everything 
girls like to wear is 
considered inappro-
priate but when it’s 
paired with the right 
‘accessories’, it looks 
more acceptable and 
it’ll help you stay out 
of trouble.
 Mini skirts 
alone can be inap-
propriate so try to 
match them with a 
cute pair of leggings 
and a pair of flats, flip 
flops or boots. Low 
shirts are also inap-
propriate. In a school 
environment, the 
objective is to focus 
on the lesson and the 
teacher, not on your 
chest. Tight pants are 
a little more accept-
able in school. If they 
are paired with a long 
shirt and a jacket 
then you look ready 
for school and not 
for a party. Midriffs 
are very distracting. 

Look at the models 
in trendy stores like 
Abercrombie and 
Fitch, Hollister & 
Co., and American 
Eagle. They layer 
two to three shirts at 
a time. Pair a long 
lacy tank under a 
shorter t-shirt or 
tank top. You don’t 
have to sacrifice 
your style for strict 
school rules.
 How can 
you dress to please 
society when there 
are so many rules 
to follow, things 
to worry about, 
and standards to 
meet for those girls 
who thrive on your 
fashion flaws? It is 
important to under-
stand that no matter 
what you choose 
to wear, you will 
always be judged. 
It’s a fact of life and 
it is a lesson that 
should be learned 
early on. Dress in 
the way you see 
yourself and want 
others to see you. 
Many girls worry 
about how they 
look for others but 
that does not mean 
you should com-
promise how you 
want to look for 
yourself. If you are 
not naturally the 
type to wear tight 
low cut shirts, but 
feel you have to in 
order to be noticed, 
than stick with your 
true style. The point 
is to get people to 
like you for who 
you are, not who 
you think should 
be. It is important 
to remain true to 
who you are but 
still stay tasteful. 
low cut shirts, but 
feel you have to in 
order to be noticed, 
than stick with your 
true style. The point 
is to get people to 
like you for who 
you are, not who 
you think should 
be. It is important to 
remain true to who 
you are but still stay 
tasteful. 
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WAR
Without blood there is 
no oil.
And we need oil.
And we need oil.
Let’s drown ourselves
in our own people’s 
blood.
Let’s let these young 
soldiers
die for their nation, a 
gun in their hands.
Let’s kill because have 
power.
They don’t have a clue
about all of this.
What war is.
What war is.
Without blood there is 
no oil.
-AMPR
(This poem was the 
outcome of one Global 
period.)

WISH
if we got what
we wished,
in a world that is
Perfect.
we would dream
of the liars.
we would dream
of the fires
that ruined lives
and burnt down 
homes.

if we got what
we wished,
there would be
even more chaos.
and we would have
never had a loss.
in a world that is 
perfect,
we would always wish 
for
Wrong.
-AMPR

SO YOU THINK 
YOU CAN DANCE?

Come join BSGE’s 
first Dance Show. 

Talk to Ms. Kendra 
Jackson to join. All 
grades are welcome. 

Butter Knife
by Seong Ae Hong & Sarah Elizabeth 
Caisser
Did December skip Novem-
ber? The weather seemed 
cold; the freezing wind 
rushed through the streets 
of this friendly but love-
less sidewalk. James at the 
age of thirteen lying in the 
snow without any protection 
but his clothes. He was a 
young boy; emaciated, intel-
ligent and skilled, he could 
overcome most situations, 
but was nowhere near ready 
for suffocation. The poor kid 
wanted nothing but space to 
breathe from his abusive aunt, 
who was also his godmother. 
She treated him as if he was 
her own personal slave. If he 
didn’t do everything his aunt 
told him, he would have to 
taste the “reality” through a 
leather belt and a butter knife. 
Just like the way it smoothly 
spreads the butter on the 
bread, the butter knife slowly 
spreads the pain in him. 
 Anyways, he tried 
to forget about the pain. He 
was very tired and to get 
away from his pain and cold-
ness, he had to “daydream.” 
The sweet daydreaming took 
him to his utopia. But as 
soon as his smile appeared, it 
vanished. Someone was call-
ing his name. His aunt. The 
angry, selfish, self-centered 
aunt who wanted him to cook 
dinner for him was looking 
for him. He had to complete 
these orders since he was 9 
and what has gotten into him? 
He was vexed and stressed 
out- this in itself made him 
leave his house, to sneak out 
without looking back- with-
out knowing what was going 
to happen to him later on. He 
ran and ran the long distance. 
The snowy road led him to a 
brightly lit village. He was so 
amazed. He had never seen 
something as amazing- as 
beautiful as this. This was 
ecstasy in his mind. He was 
taken from the infernal reality 
to a heaven-like place which 
remained a wonder to him. As 
he meandered, he wondered if 
somehow- someway someone 
would want him as their own. 
He was going to take the 
chance. As he thought more 
and more about this topic, the 
reality seemed to fade away. 
People would think he was a 
good for nothing weirdo who 
wanted money. He became 
poignant- poignant that no 
one would want him and ap-
prehensive about going back 
to his aunt.  No- he mustn’t 
think what he thought. He 
was going to make a new 
start of life. 
 James was tired af-
ter running miles of distance 
from his home. He decided to 
find a place to sleep for that 
day. He looked everywhere, 
but there was nowhere safe 
that his aunt could find him 
anywhere. He sat down on 
a cold, wet, wooden bench. 
Was it because he was too 
tired? James fell asleep on the 
bench, not noticing the people 
who were staring at him. He 
felt he could sleep for ages. 

 When he woke up, 
he was greeted by red and 
gold dancers near him, fol-
lowed by calming music. He 
looked around him, and he 
saw a very beautiful woman 
who looked as if she was an 
angel. He looked at himself, 
and saw extravagant clothing 
all around him. It was like 
he was in a daze. Had God 
finally answered his prayers 
after 4 years of labor? James 
was thankful for what the 
destiny led him to. As the 
woman and he became friend-
lier and closer, he felt as if he 
was finally home. 
 Around six o’clock, 
the woman started to cook 
dinner in the kitchen and the 
husband came back from 
work and greeted James with 
warmth. He was as warm 
and as nice as the marvelous 
smell that was going through 
the air. What was this marvel-
ous smell? Oven-roasted 
turkey with mashed potatoes 
and gravy, corn, and veg-
etable- he soon found out was 
the joy of the night. James 
was overwhelmed by this 
kind of kindness. Never had 
he experienced such a joyous 
day as today. He ate and ate 
until his stomach was satis-
fied with the excellent food 
he ate. 
 After dinner, the 
woman led him to his bed-
room, where he was sleeping 
before. She kissed him good 
night, as he slowly drew 
breath. His eyelids felt heavy 
as his breath slowly length-
ened. He looked asleep but 
was set to never to be hassled 
again by his aunt. 
 The way he slept 
looked so peaceful, and he 
felt peace spreading in him 
with the same butter knife 
that spread the pain in him.
 His utopia was 
waiting for him as he flew 
across the sky, weightless, 
painless. He was thankful 
for experiencing his last 
moments as special as it 
could’ve been. He was peace-
fully asleep.
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