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BSGE Gets Auto 

Paper Towels

The bathrooms on the 
first floor now have 
auto paper towel dis-

pensers! 

BSGE Gets A 

Bronze Medal

BSGE got a bronze 
medal in US News’ 
list of  best high 
schools in the nation.

PTA Fundraiser 

A Huge Success 

Parents and teachers 
mingled at Mezzo 
Mezzo, a local Astoria 
restaurant as part of a 
school fundraiser.  The 
PTA says the fun-
drasier was a “huge 
success” and raised 
almost $1,000.  With 
tighter budgets and 
many needs, the PTA 
needs as much help as 
it can get in order to 
support our school and 
this was a nice start to 
the school year.

Yearbook Needs 

Moola

With high produc-
tion costs and many 
competeing school 
organizations, the 
BSGE yearbook has 
been having difficul-
ties fundraising. You 
can help them out and 
relive your memories 
by buying discount 
back copy of year-
books. The prices 
are: $20 for the 2006 
yearbook and 2007 
yearbook and $40 for 
the 2008 yearbook. 
The newspaper you’ll 
throw out tomrow but 
the yearbook you can 
cherish forever.

 Everyday at 
BSGE, you are guar-
anteed to hear at least 
a couple of complaints 
about the school. Those 
about not having a 
proper gym, the over-
crowded hallways and 
just about everything 
else. No one seems to 
take the time to under-
stand, in between their 
clouds of complaints that 
it is not that simple to ac-
quire these things. BSGE 
doesn’t even hired a full-
time Assistant Principal. 
Why?
 Lack of suffi-
cient funding. 
 The effects of 
the most recent defi-
cit are evident around 
school. For example, 
some of you may have 
heard the rumors around 
school that there is a new 
AP and have been won-
dering what happened 
to our old AP, Yvette 
Rivera.
  Well, this is a 
direct effect of BSGE’s 
lack of funding. We did 
not have enough funding 
to keep on paying an AP, 
as well as pay for loads 
of other things. So cur-
rently BSGE has, in the 
words of Ms. Johnson, 
“been loaned” an As-
sistant Principal. This AP 
has all the qualifications 
to be in that position. 

However, the new AP, 
Ines Loveres is not being 
paid by BSGE. She is 
being paid by the Depar-
mtne of Education. So 
BSGE is saving money 
from the budget to spend 
on other things that it 
needs. 
Recently though, school 
budgets have actually 
been restored to that of 
June 2007. But the 
problem is that prices 
have inflated. BSGE, as a 
school, can’t do as many 
things with the June 
2007 budget as did then. 
 So where does 
all the BSGE funding go 
then?
 You’d be sur-
prised at the amount of 
money it takes to keep 
the IB program running. 
Last year, BSGE spent a 
total of $48,000 from the 
school budget to pay for 
the IB exams and the IB 
“membership fee.” The 
amount of money spent 
on IB is so high that it 
is obvious why most IB 
schools are privatized, 
unlike BSGE. BSGE is 
actually the first ever IB 
school in New York that 
is public and offers IB to 
all of its students.
 Since BSGE is 
a public school, students 
don’t have to pay any-
thing to take the IB ex-
ams. This puts the weight 

of IB on the already 
miniscule school budget. 
But currently, parents are 
being encouraged to con-
tribute so that the fund-
ing that would originally 
have been spent on the 
IB tests could be “used 
on other things such as 
the paper the faculty and 
the students use unceas-
ingly,” as said by Ms. 
Johnson. 
 The question 
remains, however: Will 
there ever be enough 
funding for all the things 
we all want to see in 
BSGE? As Ms. Johnson 
explained it, schools are 
funded by taxes, as well 
as money from the state 
and city. Currently, so 
many people are losing 
their jobs and so many 
businesses are closing 
down that it seems really 
unlikely that funding will 
increase any time soon. 
Especially considering 
our country has just had 
the biggest economic 
crash since the Great 
Depression. 
 So, if you are 
hoping that in your years 
at BSGE, there will be 
a major change in the 
facilities or in anything 
that cost lots of money, 
don’t bet on it. BSGE 
won’t be seeing more 
wealth anytime soon.

BSGE’s Pockets Almost 

Empty?
By Simran Vazirani

BSGE’s first ever 3-day Ping Pong tournament 
hosted by the Junior Council. Yanni Stefenedis
Photos by Auset Alexander

Free Rubbers 

For BSGE
by Jolijt Tamanaha

Mildred’s 

last name is 

Velez, not Velas-

quez as reported 

in the last issue. 

Sorry!

 School is only 
truly safe if its students are 
having safe sex.  Today, 
BSGE is one step closer. As 
of October 20th, our high 
school students, whose par-
ents have not chosen to opt-
out, will have confidential 
access to free condoms and 
counseling.
 
Many stu-
dents speak 
highly of 
BSGE’s 
effort, “It’s 
good that [our school] is 
taking a more active role. 
We spend a lot of time here 
and should be able to get 
help here if we need it,” 
says 10th grader, Kristin 
O’Connor.
 In the Guidance 
Office, room 109 and the 
Dance/Yoga Studio room 
214, students will be able 
to talk to trained staff 
members, request condoms 
and information on condom 
use, HIV/AIDS and other 
health issues.
 In the letter to 
students Ms. Johnson 
wrote, “Together, I am 
confident that we can help 
stop the spread of HIV and 
other sexually transmitted 
diseases (STD), and look 
foward to long, healthy 
lives.”
 She went on to 

write that the goal of the 
new program is to encour-
age responsible decisions 
regarding HIV, the virus 
that causes AIDs.
 The NYC and 
DOE condom availablity 
program began in 1991 

but many high 
schools have yet 
to adopt it; one 
reason is that 
the controversy 
attached to teens 
and sex. 
 BSGE 

sophmore, Meghan Mc-
Cullough says she thinks 
all teens should have access 
to condoms but feels the 
program is “encouraing sex 
in high school” and that the 
ideal situation is plain and 
simple asbstinence. 
 But in a culture 
where sex is glorified, is 
abstinence realistic? The 
popular teen show Gossip 
Girls advertises a season 
of “sex, lies and scandal” 
and popular teen movie 
Superbad, which stars two 
high schoolers on a quest 
for booze to get girls drunk 
so that they’ll have sex, 
grossed $170 million.
 60% of all NYC 
high school seniors report 
being sexully active, but a 
few years ago only 54.4% 
reported using a condom 
during last intercourse. 

According to the Youth 
Aids organization, over 

half of all new HIV infec-
tions in the United States 

are in people younger than 
25 years old.

oops.
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Why are you so beau-
tiful
Physically and men-
tally
Changing the way I 
think of human kind
As my heart tries to 
unwind
I think of the world 
with you and me
You inspire me to 
write continuously
Smiling and laughing 
till nothing is heard
Till no one around can 
say a word
Because they are 
amazed of what they 
see
Or who they see
Nothing ordinary or 
familiar
But something out of 
the blue
No wait, its just you
Just who?
Just nobody
That is a girl of ones 
dreams
Of my dreams
Having a dream in a 
dream
While dreaming
Of you
Of your beauty and
how you can share it 
with the world
Or at least with an-
other
Just not some other
How do we connect?
Maybe we don’t
Or do we?
How, you say?
Lets turn back another 
day
You laugh, and I smile
You put my heart on 
trial
When you look at me 
with your beautiful 
eyes
I try and think of how 
you and me
Could someday be
How do people grab 
your attention
I hope I’m not a use-
less connection
You taunt me with 
your looks
And how you go about
You don’t mean to but 
you do
You just don’t have a 
clue
That I’m falling in 
love with you

Poem:

Why?
by Kritty. Things you can do here: 

eat, shop

Rating (out of five): 4 stars

Cost: $0, if all you want 
to do is walk around and 
look, about $10 if you 
want lunch.

Location: Columbus 
Circle, southwest corner of 
Central Park

Directions: Take the A, 
B, C, D, 1 or 2 train to 
Columbus Circle

Hours: Monday-Saturday: 
10am-9pm, 
Sundays: 
11am-7pm 
(hours vary 
for some 
shops go to 
website for 
more informa-
tion).

Website: 
http://www.
shopsatcolum-
buscircle.com

Time Warner Center is a 
77-story building con-
sisting of two identical 
skyscrapers connected by 
a four story atrium which 
serves as an upscale mall. 
It has a curvy shape that 
circles half of Columbus 
Circle, at the southwest 
corner of Central Park (a 
few blocks from Lincoln 
Center where students with 
ID can get cheap tickets) 
and has the highest prop-
erty value in New York 
City at $1.1 billion dollars.

The skyscrapers serve as 
offices for Time Warner 
Cable, condominiums and 
the fancy Mandarin Orien-
tal hotel.

Whole Foods Market 
(great place for lunch)

When you first enter the 
mall go down the escalator 
and enter a food lover’s 
heaven.

Technically Whole Foods 
is an all organic grocery 
store chain but the one at 
Time Warner Center is 
also a buffet (get over the 
term buffet, the one here 
can’t get yummier) style 
restaurant.

Grab a biodegradable 
container (either one of 
the smaller, super cool 
Chinese style containers 
or the larger boxes) and go 
over to the $7.99 a pound 
cold bar. There you have 
your standard salads and 
cold pastas.

Next to the cold bar is the 
soup station. Where you 
have 5 soup choices, like 
New England clam chow-
der, lentil, tomato etc. and 
3 bowl sizes with prices 
ranging from $2.99-$7.99.

Across from the soup bar 
are 2 hot bars (also $7.99) 
and a dessert bar. The 
hot bars change in theme 
everyday and serve every-
thing from Okri Masala 
to corn and potatoes. The 
dessert bar as an amazing 
crisp of the day, a “creamy 
delicious” (according to 
my friend, Zach) tiramisu 

and a tangy, 
soft key lime 
pie trifle.

You could 
also skip 
the prepared 
(though 
definitetly 
fresh) food 
and pick up 
a roll (or 
bagel, crois-

saint, muffin, cookie or 
bread slice) then walk over 
to the cold meats, then the 
cheeses and quickly con-
struct yourself a sandwich.

There’s also a made to 
order sushi bar with amaz-
ing eel rolls, an Italian 
kitchen with perfect brick 
oven pizza, Italian Hoa-
gies (with a little too much 
balsamic vinegar), paninis 
and pastas.

The cashier line seem 
pretty daunting at first 
but Whole Foods claims 
they can take care of a 50 
person line in 4 minutes. 
And they do! The futuristic 
register and line system is 
just plain magical and even 
more entertaining than the 
color changing wall.

Now of course there’s 
more than enough seating 
next to the Jamba Juice 
(New York most delicious 
fresh queezed juice chain) 
but Zach and I walked out-
side and into Central Park. 
There we found a rock and 
had lunch while warding 
off the pigeons.

The Gallery

On the second floor of 
the mall is a free gallery 
preview (the real gallery’s 
on the 4th floor). The 
art pieces aren’t even as 
close to entertaining as the 
prices. So stop and check 
out all the little silver 
name and price plates next 
to the hand blown glass 
vases and paintings. You 
haven’t been to New York 
until you’ve gawked at a 

$150,000 fish sculpture. 
Hmmm… college or a 
bronze fish?

Borders

On the second floor, in the 
Borders bookstore there’s 
much to do (besides read 
of course). In the mu-
sic section there’s a fun 
barcode scanner, you scan 
the CD you’d like to listen 
to and then pop on the 
headphones. Then you can 
dance the day away to little 
snippets of your new fa-
vorite songs. Just remem-
ber, no one else in the store 
hears what you’re hearing 
so their weird looks are 
justified (took me a while 
to figure out).

Bring a friend with you? 
Take a quick look around 
the corner and if no one’s 
watching hop onto one of 
the bookstore shelf ladders 
and take a ride down the 
aisles. Make sure your 
friend pushes the bottom of 
the ladder, otherwise, like 
Zoe and I, you’ll quickly 
fall off.

Sephora

Also on the second floor 
is a Sephora, a.k.a makeup 
world. Here you can try 
out eyeliner, eye shadow, 
lipstick and everyother 
form of makeup in the 
book.

Samsung

The Samsung store on the 
third floor is the center of 
the universe for all geeks 
(and everyone with even 
the littlest bit of geek in 
them). There’s free video 
games like Pacman, Guitar 
Hero and Kameo Elements 
of Power, which is some 
weird form changing game 
that I played for 20 min-
utes and still really don’t 
understand. Walk a little 
further and plop a spot on 
the comfy couch. There 
you can lounge and enjoy 
Mission Impossible on a 
56 inch plasma screen with 
surround sound. There’s 
also free internet and a real 
estate touch screen that 
helps you imagine your $4 
million dream house.

Time Warner Center is a 
great air-conditioned place 
for a hot summer day. You 
can spend a good couple of 
hours there. And for those 
of you who don’t have 
$20,000 to spend on a vase 
look over at the right col-
umn at “Rules of Shopping 
With No Money.”

Teens in NYC: Time 

Warner Center
by Jolijt Tamanaha, teensinnyc.wordpress.com

“The futuristic 

register and line 

system is just plain 

magical and even 

more entertain-

ing than the color 

changing wall.”

Wars that never end
I’d like to recommend
I’d like to see just how you 
pledge
Allegiance; if you don’t
Screw my vote so if you 
wont
Turn the shrine just right 
behind
How could you be so 
blind?
Or maybe your just…

Presidentially Challenged-
The definition of a critic
The has power to change 
our list
Turn “the finger” to a fist.
Ten commandments so 
they say.
And the taxes that we pay.
Have so called saved the 
day.

Backed up mind is still 
ahead
Psycho nightmares that 
you shred
Cloudless dreams I want 
to see
Not conspiracy theory.
Free world follow us
To a city without fuss
Cuz they’re far from close 
to trust
Or maybe they’re just…..

Presidentially Challenged-
The definition of a critic
The has power to change 
our list
Turn “the finger” to a fist.
Ten commandments so 
they say.
And the taxes that we pay.
Have so called saved the 
day.

Patriotic Terrorist
Red, white, and blue with 
a twist
Fight for pride that don’t 
exist
for a long time coming
They been dropping bombs 
and-
Bullseye! Hit the homeland
don’t gain their trust come 
with me,

I send apologies
to the people
Of the United states of 
America
And to the public
If it stands
A terrible nation
Under Gov
Invisible
To poverty
And corrupted
For all.

Presidentially Challenged-
The definition of a critic
The has power to change 
our list
Turn “the finger” to a fist.
Ten commandments so 
they say.
And the taxes that we pay.
Have so called saved the 
day. 
- Kritty

Song:

Presidential-

ly Challenged

Table of 

Cotents
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 Going, going 
and gone…That is the 
status of BSGE’s IB 
music diploma program. 
There are few students 
who plan on taking IB 
music. But the loss is 
not only detrimental to 
those few students. It is 
also a loss to our school 
which you 
should 
consider 
even if 
music 
is not your 
forte and you 

weren’t 
one of the 

few inter-
ested 

in IB 
music. 

And by 
those few students, 
I really do mean very, 
very, very few students. 
According to music 
teacher, Ms. Nichols, 
last year, 10 students out 
of the current 11th grade 
were in the 10th grade 
music class that would 
have prepared them 
for IB music. All these 
students were there by 
personal choice. But 
only 2 of these students 
actually stayed in music 
throughout the year. 
Why only two? Lack of 
interest? Fear of music 
itself?
 It actually was 
because only 2 of the 
original 10 had exten-
sive prior knowledge 
of music. Those 8 who 
were transferred out of 
music were not ad-
vanced enough in music 
before starting the class. 
Ms. Nichols says that 
those “students would 
not have been able to 
keep up with all parts of 
IB music in the future, 
since fifty percent of the 
requirement is academ-
ic.” IB music requires 
a performance, as well 
as knowledge of music 
theory. If they took IB 
music without outside 
knowledge of music, 
“their highest score [on 
the IB exams] might be 
a 3 or a 2 at the most,” 
according to  Ms. Nich-
ols. 
 Not enough 
people with broad prior 
knowledge of music 
already were fascinated 
enough by the wonder-
ful world of music to 

join IB music. To keep 
IB music running, there 
would have to be at 
least 20 kids who were 
already experienced 
in music that wanted 
the class. But “there 
just were not enough 
students interested in IB 
music to warrant that 
expense,” according to 

Prin-
cipal 
Ms. 

John-
son By ‘that 
ex- pense,’ 
she means 
the expense of 

having two 
music teach-

ers at BSGE. 
Some of you 

may know that 
last year BSGE 

has two music teachers.  
  Current-
ly, there is only one; Ms. 
Nichols. If there were 
more advanced students 
interested in taking IB, 
then we could have kept 
IB music at BSGE.
It’s not only lack of 
advanced students and 
lack of interest that 
IB music is missing, 
though. It is the lack of 
funding. According to 
Ms. Johnson, “IB music 
is not being offered 
this year because of the 
budget. [BSGE] had to 
reduce the number of 
personnel in order to 
do the basic programs, 
MYP and IB.”  
 The low budget 
combined with really 
high prices would never 
allow BSGE 2 music 
teachers. But with only 
one music teacher to 
cover every single mu-
sic class in the school, 
scheduling is obviously 
an issue. And voila! 
No more IB music at 
BSGE. So, music is not 
offered to 10th-12th 
graders anymore at all.  
 If, however, in 
time there is enough 
funding, IB music may 
be brought back. But 
Ms. Johnson says that 
it’s not likely that there 
will be more funding 
anytime soon. So, for 
those of you whom 
music is offered to, 
don’t take it for granted. 
Later on, your only op-
tions are technology and 
art (which are not any 
easier)! 

BSGE Missing A Note-

-What Happened to IB 

Music? by Simran Varzirani

          Yep… It’s that 
time of the year again. 
Parents and teachers 
worry about getting their 
kids ready for the State 
tests, students working 
harder than ever and the 
principals… AAhhh, 
they are anxiously 
awaiting their second 
annual letter grade prog-
ress report card… And 
the letters are in…What 
did we get? We passed!
Baccalaureate School 
for Global Education 
(BSGE) Middle School 
received a solid B for 
its performance during 
the school year 2007-
2008.   That’s a 
whole grade higher than 
last year. Our middle 
school rose to achieve 
58.1 points, out of a pos-
sible 106.  The school 
gained a little more than 
9 points from last year 
when its overall score 
was 48.8 points and a C.  
The school would have 
needed 7 more points to 
get an A!  
 Nevertheless, 
even though the school 
received a higher score 
than last year, it did 
not comply with the 
expectations of the 
Department of Educa-
tion (DOE).  Every year 
the DOE establishes an 
improvement “target 
goal”, or a score that 
the school should reach, 
based on the areas that 
need progress. Accord-
ing to last year’s BSGE 
Progress Report, in 2008 
the school was supposed 

to get an overall score 
of 63.8. But the middle 
school fell almost 6 
points behind the DOE 
performance expecta-
tions. “This school did 
not meet its improve-
ment target from last 
year”, states the Prog-
ress Report that can 
be access in the DOE 
website (www.nycenet.
edu). 
 The Department 
of Education evalu-
ates the schools in four 
categories:  Learning 
Environment, Stu-
dent Performance and 
Student Progress. This 
last category carries the 
biggest burden in the 
overall score. Student 
Progress takes up 60% 
of the final grade; five 
percent more than last 
year. This category 
gives schools points for 
moving the students up 
academically. Specifi-
cally in middle schools, 
it measures the average 
of student improvement 
from the beginning of 
the school year to the 
end of the school year. 
In fact, this was pre-
cisely the category that 
pushed BSGE scores up 
this year. In 2007, the 
Middle School moved 
up only 30% of the 
students. That number 
jumped to 50% in 2008. 
It is important to notice 
that the definition of the 
categories differs from 
Middle schools and 
High schools. 
In the category of Learn-

ing Environment, in 
which the DOE evaluate 
factors related to at-
tendance, safety, com-
munication and learning 
conditions, the school 
scored 10.2 points, out 
of a possible 15. The 
school attained an A in 
this category.  
 The other cat-
egory is Student Perfor-
mance. As explained by 
the DOE, when evaluat-
ing Student Performance 
the Board considers stu-
dents’ testing levels on 
English Language Arts 
and Math. Last year this 
category was allotted a 
maximum of 30 points. 
This year that allot-
ment was reduced to 25. 
BSGE got 18 out of the 
total amount assigned. 
The NYC DOE also 
gives a maximum of 15 
additional credit points 
to schools which “show 
exemplary gains among 
high need students”. For 
the second consecutive 
year, BSGE receives O 
points in this category.  
This is the second year 
New York City schools 
receive a grade for their 
performance, allowing 
parents and the public 
to judge and evaluate 
their work. In their own 
words, “the Progress 
Report… also enables 
the students, parents 
and the public to hold 
the NYC Department 
of Education and its 
schools accountable for 
student achievement and 
improvement and for 

insuring a high qual-
ity education for every 
students”. 
 Developed in 
2007 by Mayor Bloom-
berg and School Chan-
cellor Joel I. Klein, 
Progress Reports are 
given to about 1,244 
New York City public 
schools. Scores range 
from an A through F.  
“Schools are assigned 
letter grades based on 
their overall Progress 
Report score. Schools 
that get As and Bs are 
eligible for rewards. 
Schools that get Ds and 
Fs, or 3 Cs in a row, face 
consequences”, says the 
Report. Rewards and 
consequences however 
are not specified. 
The number of NYC 
public schools receiving 
a failing grade (F’s and 
D’s) dropped from 13% 
to 9%, leaving us with 
less schools to worry 
about.  In the meantime 
schools receiving A’s 
increased by 5 percent, 
from 25% to 30%. 
Those receiving B’s also 
increased from 35% to 
45%.  
 Overall, BSGE 
did better in most of the 
categories than last year. 
It stands next to another 
45% of NYC middle 
schools which also got B 
in their Progress Report. 
However, its “score 
places the school in the 
50 percentile of all mid-
dle schools”. It means 
that 50 percent of all 
middle schools scored 
lower than BSGE.  

School Report Card: BSGE Middle 

School Gets a “B”      by Paulina Calistru

Vote

DIE
A new after school activity starting in October.  

All students are welcome.

See Mr. McGuire for details.  

or

Friday Oct 3rd    2:15

Friday Oct 10th  2:15

Friday Oct 17     2:15

Mon Oct 20th 3:15

Mon Oct 27th 2:15
Room 410

Need Service Hours???

I laughed at a joke
That wasn’t funny
And I kissed a bloke
Who had no money

I sat at a table
With no chair
And I slept in a stable 
With no mare

I read a book 
With no words
And a nest I took
Had no birds

I voted for prez
In the spring
And like mama says
Who’s gonna win?
- Sarah Diaz

Poem: 

What Did I Do 

Wrong?
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Please note that many schools have their own 
admissions processes and requirements. Check 
the high school directory for complete and/or 
contact that school to be certain about their 
process.  Also talk to the Guidance Counselor 
Timothy David-Lang if you have any questions.
Wed., October 8th    
Deadline to sign up for Specialized High 
School. Admissions Test (SHSAT) with Tim in 
his office

Thurs., Oct. 16th    
Deadline to get sign up for Frank Sinatra 
School of the Arts audition(s)  with Tim in his 
office

Thurs. & Fri., October 16th & 17th   
Receive High School Application from Tim in 
advisory

Sat. & Sun., Oct. 18 & 19th     
Borough High School Fairs
(Queens fair at Francis Lewis High School)

Tues., Oct. 21st  
Deadline to sign up with Tim in his office for 
the LaGuardia High School audition(s)

Wed., Oct. 22nd     
Get SHSAT admissions ticket from Tim in advi-
sory

Sat., or Sun., Oct 25th or 26th   
SHSAT at Long Island City HS  
Broadway at 21st Street – tel# (718) 545-7095 
(Bring admissions ticket, two #2 pencils and no 
electronics)

Tues., November 25th   
Completed High School applications due to Tim 
with Parent/Guardian signature

February 5th     
Receive results from SHSAT

March 26-27th    
Receive results from High School Application 
(Main Round) from Tim in his office

May 7th     
Last day to submit an appeal of your high 
school match to Tim in his office

High School Application 

Process (If you’re planning to 

apply to other high schools)

“October: a month of religious holidays for 

many BSGE students”

 Muslim students celebrated their holiest hol-
iday, Eid al Fitr, on October 1st, 2008.  This holiday, 
that Muslims celebrate with feasts, marked the end of 
Ramandan, the month that celebrates the revelation 
of their holy book, the Qur’an.  During this month 
Muslims fast during day light hours.  Muslims are not 
permitted to eat or drink from sunrise to sunset (about 
14 hours) each day during the entire month.  Muslims 
fast in order to demonstrate self sacrifice and better 
their sense of self-control.  Eid Mubarak!
 October also included the Jewish holidays of 
Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur, the beginning and 
end of the Ten Days of Repentence.  Rosh Hashan-
nah is the beginning of the Jewish new year and these 
days are set aside for reflection and repentence.  Yom 
Kippur is the most important of Jewish holidays.  It 
is the final of the ten days of repentence and Jews 
spend the day praying and also fast for the entire day.  
Shana Tova!

Gunshots, Lifelong Friends, and a Lot of Shopping

Reflections From Danish Exchange students at BSGE by Aly Lakhaney

From September 13th 
through the 24th, twenty 
five exchange students 
from Denmark stayed with 
seniors from BSGE as part 
of an exchange program 
that BSGE has done 
for the past four years.  
The exchange students 
stayed with their BSGE 
host families and came 
to school with the kids.  
While the BSGE students 
were attending classes, 
the Danish students and 
their two accompanying 
teachers toured and expe-
rienced New York City.  At 
night, their individual host 
families determined their 
activities.
According to the students, 
highlights of the trip in-
cluded uniquely New York 
things like a visit to Rock-
efeller Center, the Statue of 
Liberty, and Ground Zero.  
“We saw things that we’ve 
heard a lot about and seen 
on television and movies 
and then we finally got to 
see them,” said Michael 
Holst, one of the exchange 
students.  
One event that each of the 
exchange students wanted 
to tell their friends back 
home about was their 
walking tour of Harlem 
where the students could 
learn about the history and 
culture of one New York’s 
most famous neighbor-
hoods.  During their tour, 
the students got to hear 
gun shots in the distance, 
see police cars, fire trucks, 
and even receive some 
unwanted attention.  Some 
things that you might 
rarely experience in New 
York, these students saw 
all in one day. 
Much of the students’ 
experiences were shaped 
by the family they were 
staying with because once 
you were dismissed from 
school, you were in the 
care of your host family.

The students appreciated 
understanding how people 
lived and said that they got 
to know the culture and 
people much better.  The 
students went to London 
and Berlin in years past 
and New York has been 
their favorite city of the 
bunch because they got 
to experience New York 
while living with native 
New Yorkers, which they 
did not do in either London 
or Berlin. 
One of the first things stu-
dents brought up upon re-
flecting on the trip was all 
of the shopping they did.  
Some of the students got to 
shop on 5th ave., Wood-
bury Commons Outlets, 
and Queens Center Mall.  
Why so much shopping?  
“Items were cheaper by 
more than 50% compared 
to prices in Denmark,” 
explained Brian Laursen.  
The economic difficulties 
the US has experienced has 
led to a weaker currency 
exchange rate that worked 
to the benefit of tourists 
in the US, including our 
Danish exchange students.  
In addition to the currency 
differences, the Danish stu-
dents did not have to pay 
the 25% tax on consumer 
goods that they are used to, 
compared to much lower 
tax rates in New York. 
When discussing the 
students they got to live 
with, the reputation of the 
overworked BSGE student 
was apparent.  The kids 
at BSGE “are a lot more 
serious about school” than 
students in Denmark, said 
Anne Norgaard.  Liv-
ing among students, the 
volume of work and the 
seriousness of their stu-
dents’ commitment were 
obvious, though answers 
certainly varied depend-
ing on which student was 
hosting.  Michael Holst 
agreed with the assess-

ment of the seriousness 
with which students and 
parents both took educa-
tion in the US: “to people 
here, education is every-
thing.”  He speculated 
that was the case because 
“there are so many people 
and it is so difficult to get 
seats and top universities 
and jobs.  In Denmark, we 
are more relaxed.” Brian 
Laursen added, “we have 
a safety net in Denmark,” 
referring to the amount of 
government assistance the 
citizens of Denmark can 
receive when they need it.  
“We will never have to be 
very poor and have to beg 
on the streets.  People are 
just more relaxed about 
education,” he added.
The kids also commented 
on the differences in col-
lege education and how it 
affected the way students 
in high school worked.  “If 
they [American Students] 
want to go to and afford 
a good college you have 
to get a scholarship but in 
Denmark it is free and we 
can go back even when 
we are 50 to study” so the 
incentive to work as hard 
isn’t there.
The Danish students also 
had some interesting in-
sights into the relationship 
parents had with their kids 
and how different it was 
based on what they were 
used to.  The parents in the 
US were “very overprotec-
tive.  The kids had to be 
home at 10.  In Denmark, 
even when you’re 15 it is 
your problem to deal with 
if you have to go to school 
tomorrow.  In a way we 
grow up more but they get 
more of a push from their 
parents,” said Michael 
Holst.
The second part of the ex-
change will happen in late 
January and have BSGE 
students travel to Den-
mark, a nation with fewer 

people than New 
York City, and live 
with host families.  
During the time 
they spend with 
their host families, 
the students from 
BSGE are “going 
to get a shock.  We 
live in big houses 
with our own gar-
dens.  Our living 
standards are much 
different,” because 
of the amount of 
space and it is a 
small town, said 
Maja Sorenson.
As far as what 
there is to do in 
Frederecia, the 
small town in Den-
mark, where the 
exchange school 
is located, Anne 
Norgaard quickly 
responded, “noth-
ing,” followed by 

some awkward laughter, 
when she responded seri-
ously, “it is hard to show 
them something special 
because New York has 
so much.  Maybe nature.  
They don’t have a lot of 
nature.  We have a lot of 
it.”
Aside from nature, BSGE 
students have a lot to look 
forward to when they visit.  
They will get to take a tour 
Copenhagen (Denmark’s 
capital), see various 
castles, sit in on classes 
with Danish students, 
among many other activi-
ties in addition to immers-
ing themselves into a new 
culture.
While staying with their 
host families, BSGE 
students can get used to 
living in a culture and 
place where the pace of 
life is much different from 
what they are used to in 
New York.  The Danish 
students also implied that 
BSGE students would en-
joy a culture where parents 
weren’t quite as strict with 
their kids on curfews and 
other do’s and don’ts.
Though Queens is possibly 
the most diverse place in 
New York, having Danish 
students live among us and 
be part of our community 
for two weeks was truly 
a unique experience and 
valuable to the mission of 
our school.   The visit fur-
ther developed our sense 
of global education and 
allowed us to learn from 
each other.
The exchange program is 
organized and arranged 
by community and service 
coordinator and college 
counselor Peter Wilson.  
Underclassmen who are 
interested in the trip should 
talk to him about how to 
get involved but it is exclu-
sively reserved for seniors.
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 Many students at 
BSGE have been acquaint-
ed with the tool known as 
Turnitin.com. For those 
who have not, listen up 
and prepare yourselves 
for some helpful advice: 
plagiarism is wrong and 
increasingly harder to get 
away with. More and more 
monitoring programs have 
been developed to identify 
papers that have been pla-
giarized.  Turnitin.com is 
the active anti-plagiarism 
system at BSGE. Turnitin.
com is 
among 
many new 
online 
tools used 
in schools 
to monitor 
and scan 
student-
submitted 
work for 
signs of 
plagia-
rism. 
More spe-
cifically, 
Turnitin 
compares 
papers 
submit-
ted to the site from users 
to others submitted to the 
site along with documents 
on the internet. An article 
published by the New York 
Sun, entitled “High Tech 
War Against Plagiarism 
is Coming To New York” 
succinctly details what the 
site exactly does and how 
the results are displayed, 
“Within a few minutes, 
papers are scanned against 
every known Internet 
source and every other 
paper that has ever been 
submitted to the site. 
The program highlights 
passages in the paper 
and identifies its original 
source, in addition to giv-
ing it an overall originality 
rating.” Turnitin.com is not 
the only anti-plagiarism 
program out there. Moodle, 
ANGEL, Blackboard, and 
WebCT are just a few of 
the others that have been 
produced. 
 Feelings about the 
Turnitin system, though 
diverse, often reflect 
skepticism on many levels. 
Questions concerning the 
accuracy of the Turnitin.
com’s scanning system 
have been raised with 
increased experience with 
this technology. Though 
John Barrie, president of 
iParadigm and owner of 
Turnitin states that a third 
of the works submitted 
on the site are over 25% 
unoriginal, many users 
claim that the site is not 
rationally accurate in its 
scanning.  “The stupid 

thing isn’t even 100% ac-
curate!” recounts former 
BSGE student Nyomi 
Lindner. “Half the time, it 
would say 8% of my work 
was plagiarized because of 
popular phrases like ‘Civil 
War’ or even ‘the’. I knew 
I didn’t plagiarize.” With 
simple errors such as these, 
many students feel the very 
use of Turnitin’s technol-
ogy is a waste of time and 
an unfounded insult to 
their integrity. 
 In addition to the 

chance of inaccuracies, the 
amount of effort required 
to access and maintain 
accounts on Turnitin.com 
is also a factor that turns 
many teachers and stu-
dents away. The common 
complaint among teach-
ers involves the register-
ing and security process. 
Teachers are required to 
obtain codes to secure a 
place for class entries and 
maintain the class account. 
Students have also noted 
some of the struggles and 
burdens that come with 
maintaining accounts and 
working with Turnitin.
com. Kimberly Banjoko, 
an up and coming senior at 
BSGE, also knows of some 
of the unimpressive com-
ponents of Turnitin.com. 
The rigid time constraints 
and technical difficul-
ties annoy other BSGE 
students, aswell. “The only 
problem I’ve ever heard of 
is turning it in before the 
due time. If a lot of people 
decide to turn their stuff in 
close to the deadline at the 
same time, the programs 
slows or freezes. There’s 
a good chance you won’t 
make it and that sucks.” 
Issues such as these cause 
students and parents to 
long for the old-school 
method of a teacher with 
a pen. Many people see 
the use of this program as 
too heavy a reliance on 
technology. 
 Opinions of 
Turnitin.com are not all 
negative. Though many 

students see the Turnitin 
site as nothing more than a 
spy tech tool, a significant 
number of teachers claim 
Turnitin.com is a helpful 
resource and serves other 
helpful purposes. Teach-
ers also acknowledge the 
chance of error within the 
system, but still can be 
helpful.  “It can be a good 
learning tool for students,” 
says English teacher 
Connie You. “When they 
put their writing into the 
system and receive the re-

ports, they 
learn what 
plagiarism 
is. Most 
times, the 
system 
will pick 
up on 
incorrect 
citations 
or missing 
quota-
tions.” 
Some 
teachers 
also find 
the site 
useful in 
the sense 
that it col-

lects the work of students 
electronically----no stacks 
of papers, no harassment 
for submissions, and no 
late work! A significant 
number of students are 
also proponents of Turni-
tin.com as it has become 
a strategic part of their 
time management with 
schoolwork. Many of the 
current seniors, who were 
first introduced to Turnitin.
com as juniors, admit that 
submitting their work later 
in the evening to be more 
favorable than turning in 
the papers in class. Stu-
dents and teachers, alike, 
admit to the advantages 
and disadvantages of using 
Turnitin.com.
 The use of Turni-
tin.com and other similar 
resources has proven 
to be tumultuous with 
the burdens of the site’s 
conditions and ultra-sensi-
tive scanning.  With the 
advantages and burdens 
that come with its use, 
there is no real conclusion 
about it as a whole. How-
ever, students all over the 
world have accepted such 
tools as a necessary evil to 
ensure fairness in grades 
and continue to use the 
programs. With the grow-
ing popularity of similar 
tools, it seems the key to 
all of this is plain hon-
esty as student, Mattheus 
Oliveira, suggests. “If you 
know all your ideas are 
your own, who cares about 
a computer that’ll validate 
just that?!”   

Turnitin.com: A Symbol 

of Mistrust?
By Amirah Cisse

Marcelo 
Triana
Hobart 
College

Word from the Real World

Marisa Reichel, 
University of 
Delaware

 Hey everybody!  
I’m just about a month into 
college and I ABSOLUTE-
LY LOVE IT!!  I’m liking 
all my classes and almost 
all my teachers.  Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday are 
my busy days and start at 
9:05, which people com-
plain about in college but 
it’s nothing compared to 
7:50.  
 I first have Public 
Speaking with Dr.V.  in 
a class of about 15.  This 
class is based on four 
speeches that we make 
throughout the semester.  I 
gave my first speech about 
a week ago and am pleased 
to report I got a 26/30! 
 My second class 
on Mondays, Wednesdays 
and Fridays is a huge 
50 minute class called 
Principles of Communica-
tion Theory where I am 
one of about 350 students.  
Coming from BSGE where 
an average class size is 
about 16 you can imagine 
how freaked out I was 
by this on the first day of 
class. We basically have 
class in a movie theater 
sized classroom with Dr. 
Mortensen walking around 
the front of the room with 
a microphone.  Luckily the 
class is really interesting 
because it is VERY EASY 
to zone out in a class like 
that.  I make sure to always 
sit in on of the first 6 or 7 
rows and made a point of 
introducing myself to the 
professor after class one 
day.  It’s always pretty 
tempting to skip the class 
and nap instead because 
there is absolutely no way 
he would know if I were 
there or not but I have to 
remind myself that the 
point of college isn’t to 
nap and I can’t be that 
irresponsible.  It’s a little 
nerve-wracking to speak 
aloud in the class but be-
cause I sit in the front I can 
forget about the hundreds 
of people sitting behind me 
and ask about something 
that confuses me or make a 

comment freely.  
 After Comm. 
Theory I have an hour 
and fifteen minutes 
before Spanish 107 
where I am one of 
three freshmen in the 
class.  At first that 
totally scared me and I 
thought about switch-
ing out because I wasn’t 
confident in my ability but 
I got so lucky with who my 
teacher was that I decided 
to stick it out and now 
only a couple of weeks 
later I have some Juniors 
asking me what things in 
the textbook mean!  The 
professor prefers for us to 
call him Colin, which is a 
nice reminder of BSGE’s 
laidback vibe.  I have my 
first exam in a couple of 
weeks so in the next issue I 
can let you all know if I’m 
doing as well in the class 
as I think.  
 Then I’m finally 
at my last class of the day 
at 3:35 in English 110 with 
Dr. Lees who might just 
be the scariest man on the 
face of the earth.  Luckily 
I have enough skills from 
high school that I don’t 
have to face his glare that 
some of my classmates 
do when they don’t know 
the answer to one of his 
questions.  There are lots 
of writing assignments 
for the class but I’m used 
to that and there still isn’t 
nearly as much work as 
I constantly faced as an 
IB student.  Once I’m 
thoroughly exhausted by a 
Monday or a Wednesday I 
get to relax on Tuesday and 
Thursday because I have 
only one class and it isn’t 
until 12:30 so I get to sleep 
in every other day.  My 
Spanish class meets Mon-
day through Thursday so 
that’s my 12:30 class and I 
get an extra long break on 
Fridays in between Comm. 
Theory and English.   The 

other class I take is a one-
credit class that’s pretty 
similar to advisory.  It’s 
called FYE, which stands 
for the First Year Experi-
ence and it meets every 
Wednesday at 8 pm.  It’s 
12 kids, taught by a Junior 
and we talk about what’s 
going on and anything we 
need help with.  It’s a great 
way to become really close 
to a group of kids from my 
classes and get help with 
anything that’s bothering 
or concerning me.  
 Then once the 
classes are done the fun 
part of college starts.  
Without a doubt the best 
part of college is that there 
is ALWAYS someone 
around and something to 
do.  It rained yesterday 
and the swim team set up 
a slip n’ slide on the lawn, 
then last night people were 
having piggyback races 
down my hall.  Right now 
I’m getting ready to go 
to a concert the school is 
hosting.  Every weekend 
there are dozens of dif-
ferent things to do and if 
you decide to stay back at 
the room there are tons of 
people to stay back with 
and people get together 
to order food or watch a 
movie.  The same issues of 
time management and bal-
ancing work with fun that 
we all deal with in high 
school are exactly the same 
here, which is why Sunday 
is usually a homework-
cram party in the lounge.  
Well, I’m having a blast 
but still miss everyone at 
BSGE!!!!!  Hope to see ev-
eryone when I come home 
to visit for a weekend in 
October!

 Weary eyes 
slowly creak open. Gaz-
ing at the clock, I quickly 
realize that I must wake up. 
The extensive ninety page 
reading that I encountered 
the previous night left me 
with undesired exhaustion. 
Haphazardly, I rise out of 
bed, get dressed and shuffle 
my books into my bag. 
Planning what to say in the 
class discussions, I briskly 
walked to class. Snatching 
a chair in the front of the 
room, I took out my laptop 
and books. Forty-five min-

utes into class, I abruptly 
became aware that I 
was one of three stu-
dents contributing to the 
discussion. Looking back 
at the past four years, I 

understood the fact that I 
developed a skill that very 
few other students had. An 
International Baccalaureate 
education had given me the 
ability to master discus-
sions and interpret readings 
in a complex and abstract 
manner. The spiel that was 
constantly reverberated 
at me, from high school 
administrators, about the 
IB curriculum helping you 
in college was actually cor-
rect. The pain endured dur-
ing my junior and senior 
years were finally paying 
off and even worth it. 

 Walking to Saga, 
the cafeteria, I could not 
help but think that there are 
so many students unlike 
me. Looking left and right 
I see the immense lack 
of diversity that epito-
mizes colleges across the 
country. Never had the 
idea trampled across my 
mind that there was such a 
staunch difference in liveli-
hood and ethnicity among 
students. Realizing the 
differences that make up a 
college’s student body, it is 
an environment that is not 
designed for the success of 
minorities; but those who 
do prosper have surmount-
ed an incredible mountain. 
Only in my third week of 
college, I hope to achieve 
my bachelor’s and thrive in 
whatever I do in life. 



October 2008    Sting Sports        page seven

‘Lady Sting’

Basketball Schedule

Date/Time Opponent Location
11/25/2008
4:30 PM

Academy of 
American 
Studies

To Be Deter-
mined

12/2/2008
4:30 PM

Grover Cleve-
land

Grover Cleve-
land Gym

12/4/2008
4:30 PM

Information 
Technology 
HS

Information 
Technology 
HS Gym

12/9/2008
4:30 PM

Queens Voca-
tional Tec.

To Be Deter-
mined

12/11/2008
4:30 PM

Frank Sinatra 
School of the 
Arts

Long Island 
City YMCA

12/16/2008
4:30 PM

Robert F. 
Wagner Jr.

To Be Deter-
mined

12/18/2008
4:30 PM

Newcomers To Be Deter-
mined

12/22/2008
4:30 PM

HS for Con-
struction

HS for Con-
struction Gym

1/8/2009
4:30 PM

Academy of 
American 
Studies

Newcom-
ers/Academy 
of American 
Studies Gym

1/13/2009
4:30 PM

Grover Cleve-
land

To Be Deter-
mined

1/15/2009
4:30 PM

Information 
Technology 
HS

To Be Deter-
mined

1/20/2009
4:30 PM

Queens Voca-
tional  Tec.

Queens Vo-
cational HS 
Gym

1/22/2009
4:30 PM

Frank Sinatra 
School of the 
Arts

To Be Deter-
mined

2/3/2009
4:30 PM

Robert F. 
Wagner Jr.

Laguardia 
Community 
College

2/5/2009
4:30 PM

Newcomers Newcom-
ers/Academy 
of American 
Studies Gym

2/10/2009
4:30 PM

HS for Con-
struction

To Be Deter-
mined

STING Fall Sports Come Into Full 

Flight 
by Daniel Fridman and Thomas Kozlowski

 After a relatively 
short season last year, 
the Girls basketball team 
schedule will double in 
length this year, jumping to 
an entire 16-game ’08-’09 cam-
paign. Led by Coach Chris Potter, the second 
year squad went a respectable 4-4 last year. 
With several games against tough teams like 
Frank Sinatra and Academy of American Stud-
ies, BSGE will look to offensive star Kristen 
Spang to lead the way throughout the course of 
the long season.  

Lady STING: 

Girls Basketball
 After quite the disappointing ’07-’08 
season, Mr. Anderson’s squad is hoping to 
come back strong in ’08-’09. Coach Anderson 

is counting on his big guns this year to lead the 
team through their PSAL season; “I’m looking 
for Vincent, Taylor and Jehan to step up and 
teach the rest of the team our motto: ‘Hustle, 
Leadership, Focus.’” The Boys team finished 
last season with a strong win, their first of the 
season, indicative of the potential success if 
provided with a relatively deep roster. Accord-
ing to Coach Anderson the season’s focus: “the 
team will play together, but the guards will 
focus on their individual abilities”. 

STING: 

Boys Basketball

Date/Time Opponent Location
12/3/2008
4:30 PM

HS For Con-
struction

To Be Deter-
mined

12/5/2008
4:30 PM

Renaissance To Be Deter-
mined

12/8/2008
4:30 PM

Robert F. 
Wagner Jr.

To Be Deter-
mined

12/15/2008
4:30 PM

Information 
Technology 
HS

Information 
Technology 
HS-Gym

12/17/2008
4:30 PM

Queens Voca-
tional Tec.

To Be Deter-
mined

12/19/2008
4:30 PM

Robert F. 
Kennedy

To Be Deter-
mined

1/5/2008
4:30 PM

Aviation To Be Deter-
mined

1/7/2008
4:30 PM

Academy of 
American 
Studies

To Be Deter-
mined

1/9/2009
4:30 PM

Pathways 
College Prep

Pathways 
College Prep- 
Gym

1/12/2009
4:30 PM

HS For Con-
struction 

High School 
for Construc-
tion-Gym

1/14/2009
4:30 PM

Robert F 
Wagner Jr.

To Be Deter-
mined

1/16/2009
4:30 PM

Queens High 
School of 
Teaching

Queens HS 
of Teaching- 
Gym

1/21/2009
4:30 PM

Queens Voca-
tional Tec.

Queens Voc. 
HS-Gym

1/23/2009
4:30 PM

Towsend Har-
ris

Townsend 
Harris-Gym

2/2/2009
4:30 PM

Newcomers To Be Deter-
mined

2/4/2009
4:30 PM

Information 
Tech HS

To Be Deter-
mined

2/6/2009
4:30 PM

HS for Law 
Enforcement

To Be Deter-
mined

2/9/2009
4:30 PM

Aviation Aviation Gym

2/11/2009
4:30 PM

Academy of 
American 
Studies

Academy of 
American 
Studies- Gym

‘STING’ 

Basketball Schedule

Art on Our Walls

 10th graders in Mr. Michael Maguire’s 
art class recently turned the 4th and 3rd floor 
walls into a gallery. The pieces were inspiried 
by Kara Walker’s exhibitions. 
 Students worked in groups of 4 or 5 stu-
dents. Each group chose a theme, many of them 
political, and then designed a peice depicting 
their view on the topic. One piece protrays a gi-
ant Earth being eaten by buissness men in suits 
(perhaps hinting at the effects of businesses on 
our world?). Another is about prostitution and 
another is about abortions. 
 Students cut black paper to create the 
shapes and then stuck them to the wall. 
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Democrats         Republicans

  America needs 
a change. This being, its 
time we had a democratic 
president, since its been 
over seven years having 
a republican president in 
office and we havnt been 
doing so well.
 It’s been five 
years since we began war 
and American troops are 
still fighting for what? 
John McCain wants to 
stay in war for many more 
years and he quotes, “It 
could be 100 years...” War 
will only put us in more 
debt.
  We had no real 
reason for invading their 
country to begin with. We 
accused Iraq of having 
weapons of mass destruc-
tion even when they denied 
it.  President Bush an-
nounced in 2004 that there 
were no weapons of mass 
distruction found in Iraq. 
 Barrack Obama 
wants troops “to come 
back home”, which makes 
more sense to do because 
our country is in debt 
and we arent in the place 
to be spending money 
freely. McCain wants to 
keep troops in Iraq, which 
would increase taxes.

    McCain disagrees 
with the idea of unions in 
America. Unions are better 
for America and benefit the 
workers by giving them 
more opportunities and a 
larger pay.
 Unions played 
a big role in American 
history and for McCain 
to be Anti-Union isn’t a 
good thing. Unions have 
resulted in many acts that 
helped America such as 
The Social Security Act 
(1935), The 40 hour week 
(1938), Pension Disclosure 
Act(1958), Equal Pay Act 
(1963), Civil Rights Act 
(1964). 
 Americans need 
a better lifestyle, we 
shouldn’t live in a country 
where our fair opportuni-
ties are taken away. Mc-
Cain is anti-union because 
this puts the power in 
the hands of the workers, 
not the corporate execu-
tives. Wanna guess who 
his friends are? Unions 
aren’t good for corporate 
America because there is 
no gain for them. 
 Obama is pro-
union and has walked 
picket lines with unions 
to help save peoples jobs. 

This is much better for 
Americans because a union 
job is safer and gives a 
larger paycheck at the end 
of the week. 
 Right now, Amer-
icans are forced to cope 
with high gas prices and a 
spike in job losses as well 
as a 2.3% income decrease 
in households. We need 
a president who will help 
us, not hurt us. MSNBC 
08 says that Obama wants 
to raise Americans income 
and McCains response to 
his idea 
was that 
it would 
only 
worsen 
the 
already 
strug-
gling 
econo-
my. But 
really, if 
Ameri-
cans got 
a higher 
income, 
then we 
would 
be able to catch up with the 
raise in taxes, gas prices, 
and goods, helping the 
lower class people.
 McCain wants us 

to believe that our coun-
try is in such debt that 
we have to stay isolated 
from all financial projects, 
meanwhile he wants us 
to stay in the war in Iraq, 
which costs 341.1 million 
dollars per day. What a 
waste of money! Then he 
complains about a raise in 
our income as if making 
more money is as bad as 
throwing our money into 
this war we are in. 
 With all of this 
being said, I hope you now 

realize that 
we have 
one choice 
for a better 
America, 
Barrack 
Obama. 
We dont 
need 
another 
George W. 
Bush. 72% 
of Ameri-
cans do not 
approve 
of George 
Bush. Mc-
Cain would 

not be any better! Since 
President Bush took office, 
McCain has voted 89% of 
the time for his proposals. 
Just think about that.

Stop the Drama, Vote 

Obama! By Tiffany Callegari

Ralph Nader
by Nathan Nicholic

 When people 
hear the name Ralph 
Nader they usually say 
to themselves, I’ve heard 
that name before, but I 
just don’t know where.  
America should wake up 
and realize that there are 
more than two parties with 
candidates running for 
president.  Besides for the 
big dogs (republicans and 
democrats) there are Inde-
pendents, a Green party, a 
Socialist party, a Libertar-
ian party, among others.  
  
Ralph Nader is a lawyer 
and an author whom Time 
magazine has called “one 
of the most influential men 
of the twentieth century.”  
Over the past forty years, 
Ralph Nader has tried to 
call attention to problems 
in our society.  He has also 
organized many Ameri-
cans into public interest 
groups to try to solve these 
problems.  Because of his 
work there is an entirely 
new set of laws and regu-
lations that have made cars 
safer and improved the 
quality of food in the US.
Democrats and Republi-
cans make promises every 
election year but rarely 
follow through on those 
promises because they ac-
cept money and are greatly 
influenced by corporations 
and wealthy Americans.  
The interests of corpora-
tions and the wealthy are 
not the same as the inter-
ests of everyone else as we 
can see by this currently 
financial crisis.  Here is 
where Nader stands on 
some important issues.
 The United States 
spends at least 6,000 dol-
lars per person on health 
insurance, more than most 
other countries in the 
world.  Yet even with these 
high rates our healthcare is 
mediocre at best compared 
to that in Canada or parts 
of Europe.  47 million 
Americans cannot afford 
healthcare and that leads to 
about 18,000 unnecessary 
deaths every year (Institute 
of Medicine Report).  Our 
current healthcare system 
is a multi payer fiasco.  
This means companies 
and individuals pay for 
most of the healthcare.  
Healthcare organizations 
for this reason waste much 
of the money they receive 
on advertising, billing and 
accountants, things that 
really don’t have much to 
do with doctors or actual 
physical healthcare.  Nader 
supports a single payer 
system (the government).  
This means that yes our 
taxes might go up a little, 
but that increase would be 

nothing compared to the 
amount of money we pay 
every year for healthcare 
now. 
 Since 2001 
America has lost almost 
3% of its jobs to countries 
over seas or to bankrupt-
cies.  By investing in 
infrastructure projects here 
in the US, such as build-
ing energy efficient power 
plants, repairing failing 
structures in crumbling 
neighborhoods and creat-
ing new emission free 
technologies Nader argues 
millions of new jobs will 
be created.
 Nader states he 
would push a new energy 
policy that cut all govern-
ment help to oil companies 
and create subsidies (help) 
for those who use solar 
power, wind power or 
other kinds of renewable 
energy. Ending our de-
pendence on oil will make 
our country more secure, 
help our environment and 
improve our health since 
there will be less pollution 
in the air an water.  Both 
Democrats and Republi-
cans have been saying the 
same things for years and 
have done almost nothing 
to accomplish these goals.  
Both of these parties are so 
influenced by oil compa-
nies and corporations in 
general that they have not 
acted in our best inter-
est.  Nader has laid out an 
entire plan to do this and 
does not owe anything to 
oil companies that would 
stop him from accomplish-
ing his goals.
 Nader, along 
with many Americans, 
believes that George 
Bush and Dick Cheney 
should be impeached 
(brought up on charges) 
and removed from office.  
Many constitutional law 
experts believe Bush and 
Cheney have committed 
at least five different kinds 
of crimes punishable by 
impeachment.  There are 
so many that where to 
begin is really the difficult 
decision.  Under Bush’s 
administration Americans 
have been spied on, im-
prisoned without charges 
and interrogated by gov-
ernment agents for “The 
Safety of the US.”  The 
Constitution has suffered 
so much abuse over the 
last eight years.  Perhaps 
Nader would set things 
straight.
 Most of the infor-
mation concerning where 
Nader stands on the Issues 
came from http://www.
votenader.org/index.html
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Democrats         Republicans

 Millions of Amer-
icans have 
expressed 
their strong 
opposition 
towards 
electing 
another 
Republican 
president 
into office. 
To say 
the least, 
George W. 
Bush has 
not instilled 
a positive 
attitude towards Repub-
licans in the minds of the 
Americans. Part of the 
beauty of living in America 
is being able to choose for 
ourselves what we want in 
a leader, and decide to ap-
point someone with similar 
traits to office. The fate of 
our country will soon rest 
on the shoulders of Barack 
Obama or John McCain. 
 The issue of Sena-
tor McCain’s experience 
compared to the experi-
ence of Senator Obama has 
been brutally killed by the 
media, but still serves as a 
valid point. McCain was 
elected to the position of 
the Arizona congressional 
representation in 1982, 

while Obama first came 
into big 
politics 
in 1997, 
serv-
ing the 
Illinois 
Senate 
for three 
years. 
In 2000, 
Obama 
ran for 
a seat 
in the 
House of 
Rep-

resentatives and was not 
elected. 
 More significant, 
however, are the positions 
of the two candidates con-
cerning the welfare of the 
American people. One ex-
ample of this is is the cur-
rent war in Iraq. Obama’s 
plan is to pull out all of the 
soldiers as quickly as we 
entered the country. How-
ever, I am quite certain that 
Obama’s theory of simply 
giving Iraq a “stern talking 
to” is not going to motivate 
them to fully function on 
their own. Obama uses the 
war and American soldiers 
to tug on the heartstrings 
of Americans and the sol-

dier’s families. Everyone is 
ecstatic to hear that the sol-
diers can be brought back 
in sixteen months after the 
election, and are fooled 
into supporting Obama in 
the mere hope that their 
family member or friend 
will be able to return 
home.  If the United States 
pulls out of Iraq now, we 
leave Iraq to work out their 
economical difficulties by 
themselves and risk Iran 
taking over a country that 
is so obviously in grave 
need of assistance. On the 
other hand, John Mc-
Cain has come to a better 
conclusion for America 
concerning the war. Instead 
of pulling out as soon as 
we get the chance, McCain 
believes that it is strategic 
and morally essential to 
support the Iraqi Govern-
ment until they are capable 
of governing themselves 
and safeguarding their 
citizens. If America pulls 
out now, Iraq will become 
a haven for terrorists. This 
will eventually lead us to 
an even costlier war. 
 As for the Second 
Amendment, this is yet 
another issue that Obama 
would rather side-step and 

abolish. Obama’s record 
indicates that there should 
be no weapons within 
a households and that 
violence is not the answer. 
Taking away the legality 
of guns will not prevent 
people from having them 
out of either pleasure or 
self-defense. In many 
cases, the ownership of a 
gun has saved lives. 
 Last but certainly 
not the least is our Educa-
tion system. Obama plans 
to completely rid our 
system of “No Child Left 
Behind” while McCain at-
tempts to save the program 
and keep its basic inten-
tion, while adding personal 
flare and better ideas for 
the children’s learning 
benefit. 
 Although our 
country is not in the best 
possible shape it can be, 
Obama needs to under-
stand that change is not 
a destination, and hope 
isn’t a strategy. We cannot 
“hope” that issues will be 
resolved or addressed if 
Obama were to ever reach 
the White House. Why 
vote on “hope” for Obama 
rather than certainty for 
McCain? 

Hope vs. Certainty; Vote 

McCain! By Alexa Ouaknine

 Hypocritical? 
Check. Misleading? 
Check. Not quite the quali-
ties searched for in a vice 
presidential candidate. 
Yet, they are a 
few of the ones 
portrayed by 
Sarah Palin, 
the republican 
candidate. Palin 
is the governor 
of Alaska, and a 
very conserva-
tive woman who 
takes a strong 
stand against gay marriage, 
abortion rights, and the 
teaching of sex education.
 Palin stresses 
the fact that she is just an 
average “hockey mom,” 
experienced in dealing 
with issues most mothers 
naturally do. However, I 
do not think it should be 
considered just another 
average issue that her sev-
enteen year old daughter is 
pregnant. She had already 
banned the teaching of sex-
education, leaving teens, 
much like her daughter, 
Bristol, ignorant to all of 
the dangers, risks, and pre-
cautionary tales taught in 
sex education. It does not 
preach any side; it is far 
from encouraging teenag-
ers to have sexual inter-
course, the main source 
of worry from Palin and 
others with conservative 
beliefs. However, it would 
be wise of Palin to revise 
these ideas, considering 
that her teenage daughter 
became accidentally preg-
nant.  
 Palin’s decision, 
to not oppose the teach-
ing of sex education has 
backfired. If it can happen 
to her daughter, Bristol, 
it can happen to other 
teenage girls. Without the 
proper knowledge they 
will not be able to make 
mature, informed choices. 
Who does that benefit? 
Palin is not looking out 
for the best interest of 
young women today. And 
therefore women should 
not feel the pressure to 
vote her into office for the 
sake of advancing women. 
She will be reversing this 
progress, back tracking on 
all the steps women have 
taken.
 Her stand, pro-
life, is to take away the 
rights of females all over 
the country, take away 
their control over their own 
bodies. Palin was quoted 
saying, “I am pro-life. I’ll 
do all I can to see every 
baby is created with a 
future and potential. The 
legislature should do all it 
can to protect human life.” 
Is that really what legis-
lature should be focusing 
on, making sure women 
do not have options? An 

abortion will have no 
effect on the country as a 
whole, and will do no harm 
to the woman having it, so 
it will not be in anyone’s 

best interest to ban 
abortions. Women 
have fought so 
hard to own land, 
vote, wear what 
they please; they 
should not have 
to fight over the 
rights to their own 
bodies! To perhaps 
strengthen her 

position or her appeal she 
has come out in support 
of her daughter, Sarah and 
her husband, Todd, and 
issued a statement saying, 
we are “proud of Bristol’s 
decision to have her baby 
and even prouder to be-
come grandparents.” Palin 
should put more thought 
into how this statement 
will affect other young 
women. It paints this situa-
tion as purely joyful, not a 
good message to send out 
about teenage pregnancy. 
 It will be easier 
for Bristol Palin to raise 
the baby, as she will have 
money, access to private 
education and connections 
all her life. However, for 
most teenage girls, the 
ride will not be remotely 
close to simple or settled. 
Palin could use this as an 
opportunity to place sex 
education classes in the 
schools of Alaska, and 
show young women that 
pregnancy is not something 
to take lightly. A Texan 
delegate in support of the 
Republican Party declared, 
“I think, if anything, it 
shows the Republican 
Party is a real American 
party. Every family has 
to deal with children, and 
sometimes children make 
decisions that parents wish 
they would not have been 
made, and things happen. 
But I think children are a 
blessing from God.” 
Sarah Palin should 
straighten out her pri-
orities. Teen pregnancy 
should not just be an 
accepted event staining so 
many girls’ lives. It gives 
young women false im-
pressions about pregnancy, 
and without sexual educa-
tion classes, they have no 
other source of informa-
tion about it. She does not 
have these young women’s 
best interests at heart, but 
instead is focused on im-
posing her beliefs on those 
she governs. Palin would 
be reversing the progress 
women have made in 
society, not advancing it. 
Sarah Palin must do a more 
efficient job of considering 
how her actions affect her 
state if she is ever going 
to be ready to have her ac-
tions affect the nation.

Hockey Mom= Vice 

Prez? by Jesse Heller
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Ms. Mahaney’s Bout With Breast 

Cancer by Kristen Spang

 Unlike most 
kids his age, Ms. 
Mahaney’s 4 year old 
son Quinn couldn’t 
wait to climb into the 
doctor’s chair.  Why did 
his mom get to go all the 
time? Well, truth was his 
mother had breast can-
cer.  In his mind, mom-
my has a “boo-boo,” one 
that had her going to the 
doctor’s every day.  This 
meant as much to him as 
it would any 4 year old 
boy, but to his mother 
it meant much more.  
It meant her life and 
knowing her baby boy 
will have a mother.  
 Although it 
may come as a shock to 
most of us that one of 
our teachers has breast 
cancer, it is something 
that is in fact likely, as 
horrible as that is to 
say.  Breast cancer, the 
most diagnosed cancer 
in women excluding 
cancers found in the 
skin, is something very 
common that all people 
can relate to someway 
or another.  The odds 
of getting breast cancer 
are 1 in 8 if you are a 
woman.  Just keep in 
mind how many women 
teachers we have in our 
school.  Think of how 
many females you know.
 Women need to 
get tested.  Ms. Mah-
aney, luckily, caught 
her cancer in time.  She 
spoke of how in some 
countries, the ages rec-
ommended are usually 
different than the United 
States, some being earli-
er or later.  England was 
one example she spoke 
of, who usually recom-
mends that a woman 
goes for mammograms 
when they are around 50 
years old.  “…yeah,” she 
joked, “that wouldn’t 
have worked out for me 
too well.”
 Ms. Mahaney, 
being in her 40’s, went 
for her annual mam-
mogram as prescribed 
by her doctor.  Going 
into the doctor’s office, 
thoughts ran through her 
mind. Though she real-
izes it is possible, almost 
no one thinks it could 
actually happen to them.  
The tension caused by 

the anticipation to hear 
your results leaves you 
breathless.  When she 
was finally told she had 
a lump, she wasn’t sure 
what to think.  However, 
she re-
calls “one 
of the 
doctors 
saying 
‘Good 
Luck!’ to 
me early 
on.  I 
was like 
‘that’s 
it, I have 
cancer.’”  
 
The thoughts that run 
through a personss mind 
when they hear this type 
of terrible news is not 
only indescribable, but 
impossible to under-
stand.  When you hear 
the word cancer, you 
associate it with death.  
Her immediate reaction 
was “I’m not ready to 
die.”  Thinking about 
the life at hand, she 
couldn’t help but think 
of her son, Quinn. Tears 
came to her eyes at the 
thought of it.   “Leav-
ing my son without a 
mother, I just don’t want 
to think about it.” She 
took a deep breath, “It’s, 
its just disturbing to 
me.” There was a long 
silence when she finally 
whispered “that, that is 
upsetting,” as she wiped 
the tears from her eyes.  
 “Waiting was 
the hardest part.” When 
a person does have 
cancer, the prolonged 
process leaves you with 
question marks and 
a wandering mind.”  
Although her son and 
her classes were very 
good distractions, it was 
on her mind a lot.  She, 
however, insisted on 
living her life rather than 
“obsessing” about it.  
 The entire 
process of treating the 
cancer started in Octo-
ber 2007, and her treat-
ment wasn’t finished 
until May of 2008.  The 
doctors found, to Ms. 
Mahaneys “relief”, that 
she did not need chemo-
therapy, because it didn’t 
improve her condition 
in any way.  She instead 
had to do radiation and 2 

surgeries.  
 Radiation is a 
process in which cancer 
cells are killed or shrunk 
by using high energy 
radiation.  It is preferred 

by most 
over 
chemo-
therapy, 
be-
cause it 
doesn’t 
have the 
same 
side 
effects.  
Chemo-
therapy 
causes 

hair loss, nausea, and 
many others.  Surger-
ies are usually con-
ducted with the goal of 
removing as much of 
the cancer as possible, 
along with checking if 
the cancer has spread 
to the lymph nodes.  In 
Ms. Mahaney’s case, it 
didn’t appear that the 
cancer had spread. 
 She had to go 
to radiation Monday 
through Friday for 7 
weeks after work every-
day.  In the meanwhile, 
she still had to juggle 
her job as a teacher and 
job as a mother.  When 
asked about radiation, 
she couldn’t help but let 
her true colors come out.  
“Of course the math 
teacher in me – It’s to-
tally fascinating.  It’s all 
about math.”  She spoke 
of the angles that were 
very precisely measured 
in order to treat the can-
cer and avoid radiating 
major parts of your body 
such as the heart or your 
lungs.  The machine 
itself is smart.  
 She said, she’s 
developed “a newfound 
respect for medicine.”  
She saw a change in her 
son’s perspective also.  
“In the list of things that 
he wanted to be, it was 
always train conductor, 
subway worker.  After 
all of this, he added in 
doctor to the list.”  
 The surgeries 
that she went through 
were “in and out.” She 
stated that during the 
surgery, she and the doc-
tor were “talking about 
movies.  I thought to 
myself, “Shouldn’t this 

be more serious?””  The 
doctors did a good job, 
and left her with little to 
worry about.  She went 
into surgery on Fridays 
during the school year, 
and claims to have felt 
“good enough on Sat-
urday to go to work if I 
had to.”
 The most impor-
tant thing to remember 
now is that Ms. Mah-
aney is fine.  Through 
telling her story, she 
wishes not to get pity, 
but to set an example 
for others who will also 
have to face this type of 
hardship.  She hopes, 
if any students have to 
hear this horrible news 
about one of their loved 
ones, that they can look 
at her story and say 
“hey, I had that teacher 
who had cancer, and she 
only missed two days of 
work.”   It seems unre-
alistic when you realize 
how many people in the 
world have breast can-
cer.  2.4 million women 
living in the U.S. have 
been diagnosed.  She 
wants us all to realize 
that we aren’t alone.  
She found that staying 
positive is essential to 
living.  “It’s just healthy 
for you.  Stress physi-
cally impacts you.”
 Now, Ms. Ma-
haney still goes to a lot 
of doctors regularly to 
make sure she is cancer 
free.  She jokes that the 
doctor list is an “expo-
nential function.  Every 
doctor recommends a 
couple of more to get 
checked for something 
else, ‘just in case.’” 
 If she got 
anything out of this, she 
thinks that it is her true 
admiration of the time 
she has on this earth.  
From having cancer, she 
realized how precious 
her life really is.  She 
claims to “never look 
forward to Fridays, even 
if it’s the beginning 
of the week,” simply 
because it’s important to 
appreciate the time we 
are living in now.  There 
is no reason to look for-
ward to the future when 
you can make the most 
out of the present.   

“She, how-
ever, insisted 
on living her 

life rather than 
‘obsessing’ 
about it.” 

How to Check Yourself 

for Lumps

Start by standing in front of a mirror. Look 
at your breasts with your arms at your side, 
with your arms raised behind your head, and 
with your arms on your hips and your chest 
muscles flexed.

Examination in front of mirror
Next, lie down with a pillow under your left 
shoulder. Put your left hand behind your head 
and feel your left breast with the pads of the 
3 middle fingers on your right hand. Start at 
the outer edge and work around your breast 
in small circles, getting closer to your nipple 
with each circle. After you’ve finished check-
ing your breast, squeeze your nipple gently 
and look for discharge (fluid coming out of 
the nipple).

Examination lying down
Do the same thing to your right breast with a 
pillow under your right shoulder.

Pattern of examination
Be sure to include the area up to your collar-
bone and out to your armpit. You have lymph 
nodes in this area. Cancer can spread to lymph 
node tissue. 

Breast cancers occur when abnormal breast 
cells grow out of control.

According to the Center for Disease Control 
and Prevention said that in 2004, 186,772 
women and 1,815 men were diagnosed with 
breast cancer and 41,316 of those people 
died.

Some breast cancer symptoms are: a new 
lump in the breast or underarm, thickening 
or swelling of part of the breast, irritation or 
dimpling of breast skin, redness or flaky skin 
in the nipple area or the breast, pulling in of 
the nipple, pain in the nipple area, nipple dis-
charge and/or any change in the size or shape 
of the breast.

Some of the risk factors for breast caner are: 
getting older, being younger when you first 
had your period, starting menopause later, 
being older at the birth of your first child, 
never giving birth, not breastfeeding, person-
al or family history of breast cancer and/or 
being overweight. 

Ways to test for cancer: mammogram- an 
x-ray of the breast that are recommend at 
least once every two years for every women 
over 40, clinical breast exam- exam done 
by a doctor, breast self exam- exam done by 
yourself. (www.cdc.gov). 
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Name: Mike McGuire
Subject: Art
Grade(s): 8th, 10th, 11th, 
and 12th 

What do you think of the 
kids in your classes? Do 
they misbehave or are 
they generally well-be-
haved?
Generally well-behaved…
because I think the curricu-
lum of IB art blends itself 
to a teenagers’ energy and 
its need to be free in the 
classroom…if they misbe-
have it’s behind my back 
when I’m not looking….
oh, the eighth grade last 
year had a problem with 
their language and behav-
ior so whenever they used 
some language that was 
not appropriate or treated 
each other with disrespect 
they would go clean. [note: 
he used to make us clean 
the sinks in the back of 
the classroom and the art 
utensils that were dirty in 
the sinks]    

What were you consid-
ered as in school? (popu-
lar, nerdy, etc.)  
I was shy…I had good 
friends, I wasn’t a loner…
but, like, I was shy.

Ever broken a body part?

I tore a ligament in my 
ankle…playing soccer.

Who is the most influen-
tial person you know?
Um…I think I’m more in-
fluenced by people I don’t 
know…because most of 
my goals deal with art and 
no one I personally know 
is…I know a lot of people 
that are artists but they’re 
at the same level as me, 
like trying to…because 
I’m young trying to be-
come an artist…I’m more 
influenced by older artists 
that I follow and whose 
work I enjoy.

What is your secret to 
keeping your class inter-
esting?
Spontaneity….being 
spontaneous and allowing 
students to come up with 
ideas to influence the les-
son of the unit….and hav-
ing fun….and trying not to 
be like a normal class…a 
normal class is like when 
I was growing up you had 
to sit in your desk, you 
couldn’t talk and you had 
to memorize everything for 
your tests…um, there was 
no collaboration, there was 
no group projects, it was 
all memorizing.  

Did you play any sports 
when you were in school?
Well, I played basketball, 
soccer, swimming, track 
and field.

Where are you from 
originally?
Preston, Virginia

What’s your earliest 
childhood memory?
When I was maybe two…I 
was in the front of my 
house playing in the 
sprinkler and another little 
girl next door came over to 
play in the sprinkler with 
me and then her dad came 
out and yelled at her and 
made her come back to her 
house. 

What’s the stupidest 
thing you’ve ever done?
When I was really little 
some kid that came over 
my house to play like did 
something and I got angry 
so I bit him...I don’t know 
if that’s the stupidest thing 
but when you said that 
that’s what came to mind.

What’s your favorite type 
of junk food?
I like dark chocolate

What’s your favorite 
season? Why?

I like the summertime 
because I enjoy being 
outside…going to the pool, 
going to the beach…I like 
being in water…I wish I 
could be in water all the 
time.

What’s your favorite 
holiday? Why?
I like Christmastime 
because they show all the 
action movies…for some 
reason they’ve made a 
lot of action movies that 
happen at Christmastime 
so there’s a contrast of like, 
people shooting at each 
other with Christmas music 
in the background…and I 
think that’s a lot of fun. 

Are you strict with your 
students?
Yeah. I’m strict with stu-
dents that don’t respect me, 
or the classroom, or other 
students. 

What makes you mad?
When people touch my 
computer screen with their 
fingers.

What are you really 
scared of?
Poison ivy…I’ve had it all 
over my body, it’s no fun.

What superpower would 
you love to have?
I think it would be 
cool as a teacher if I 
could turn into other 
things. Like, if I 
wanted somebody to 
be looser with their 
paint or material 
I could turn into a 
blob   

What’s the best 
type of music? 
Favorite song?
Genuine music. I 
don’t have a favorite 
song.

What do you like to 
do on rainy days?
Watch t.v.

If you were stuck 
on a deserted island 
and you could only 
bring 5 things with 
you what would 
you bring?
A knife, so I can 
carve stuff. Some 
type of drawing 
material, paint, 
crayon, a pencil, of 
some sort. I guess 
I would need paper 
too. A surfboard and 
a barbeque. 

What do you day-
dream about?
Random artistic 
ideas.

What was you last 
dream?
I was underneath 

this tree playing ping pong 
with every single person I 
ever knew and there was 
this big long line going 
through this big field…
with everyone I’ve ever 
known in my whole life 
and they were all lining up 
to play against me and I 
was beating all of them…
but my dream ended before 
I could beat everybody so 
they’re still waiting in line.   

What do you love about 
yourself?
I’m honest, genuine, and 
respectful.

What’s a bad habit that 
you have?
I don’t clean my room.

What’s something that 
you don’t understand 
about life?
Why when people become 
adults they stop having fun 
and playing games…like 
sports, or board games, 
or making up new games, 
or making artwork, or 
just having fun… playing 
around  

What B.S.G.E. teacher 
would you want to be 
stuck with on a deserted 
island?
Um….the next new 
teacher…so I can get to 
know them better and what 
a better way to get to know 
someone better then be 
stuck on a deserted island.

What if that person is 
crazy or a serial killer or 
something?
Then it will be an interest-
ing time.

What would your dream 
vacation be like?
Traveling the world mak-
ing artwork. 

What’s your favorite 
movie?
Predator

What’s your favorite t.v. 
show?
The Biggest Loser, and 
Project Runway

Would you ever dye your 
hair completely blue?
Sure…if I felt like it. 

Are you a secret keeper 
or a blabber mouth?
I’m a secret keeper.

One word to describe 
you.
I think, observant. 
What’s your favorite 
place that you’ve visited?
Venice, Italy. Because I 
went there when I was 
in college to study paint-
ing and drawing and print 
making and art history and 
I got to live in the middle 

of the city and every day 
was like, an amazing expe-
rience and it confirmed, for 
me, that I was meant to be 
an artist.

You can’t live without…
Art because there is no 
other reason to live.

What’s the meanest 
thing you’ve ever done to 
anyone?
When I was in high school 
if there was someone I 
didn’t like I would com-
pletely ignore them even 
if they were trying to talk 
to me.

What makes you easy to 
work with?
Because I’m not stubborn 
and I’m flexible and I’m 
willing to listen to other 
people and take their ideas 
and fix my ideas.  

I heard you go outside 
with the kids that have 
gym sometimes, why?
Because it’s fun to go play 
football or soccer and I 
get to know the students 
better. I don’t want to just 
be some person telling you 
what to do all the time. It’s 
fun to be collaborative and 
do things with you.   

How did you decide to 
buy sneakers that are so 
colorful?
Because last year was my 
first year as a teacher and 
so I knew that the first 
impression with students 
is really important and so I 
took a chance and decided 
to get some crazy shoes 
and see what would hap-
pen…and I still buy them.

If you weren’t an art 
teacher, what other pro-
fession would you have 
chosen?
The first job I ever wanted 
to be is a garbage man 
because they would ride on 
the back of the truck and 
that looked really fun. I 
guess I’d want to be a law-
yer because as an artist you 
practice your first amend-
ment rights of the constitu-
tion, freedom of speech, so 
I practice it making art but 
as a lawyer I would get to 
defend people that maybe 
are accused of like…I 
would get to defend their 
first amendment rights.

Did you ever run away 
from home when you 
were younger?
Nope, I was a good kid. 
I probably thought about 
and I did get mad at my 
parents. 
Any advice for us kids?
Um…to be genuine and do 
what you want to do and 
not let anyone else tell you 
what to do.

Teacher of the Month: Mr. Michael McGuire

by Kelly Vasilopoulos
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PEAK At A College-

University of Pennsylvania

Academics

Most popular majors: 
business administra-
tion and management, 
general finance, gen-
eral nursing/registered 
nurse

Most frequent class 
size: 10-19

Admissions

Average High School 
GPA: 3.8
Early Decision Appli-
cation Deadline: 11/01
Regular Application 
Deadline: 01/01
Application Fee: 
$75.00
Total Applicants: 
22,645
Applicants Accepted: 
3,628

Campus Life

 Ratings Out of 100:
Quality of Life- 88
Fire Safety Rating- 71
Green Rating- 93

Environment: 
Metropolis

Housing Options:
Coed Dorms
Fraternity/Sorority 
Housing
Apartments for married 
students
Apartments for single 
students

Cost of Living

Tuition: $35,916.00
On Campus Room 
and Board: $10,621
Average Cost for 
Books and Supplies: 
$1,043
Required Fees: $3,925
Other Expenses: 
$1,720

Financial Aid

Freshmen Receiving 
Financial Aid: 60%
Average Freshman 
Total Need-Based Gift 
Aid: $26,102

Rankings and Lists:

Princeton Review- 
One of the Best College 
Newspapers
One of the Best North-
eastern Colleges
One of the Best 368 
Schools in North 
America
Town People’s Re-
lationship With The 
Students is Strained

Quotes from Students (www.unigo.com)

 Penn is like a mullet: Business—the 
nationally renowned Wharton school—in 
the front, and party in the back. “Students 
are extremely motivated and excel in both 
school and extracurriculars,” marvels one 
freshman. As one sophomore puts it, “stu-
dents will spend the whole day in the library 
so they can spend the whole night out. We 
like to have our cake and eat it too.”
 Penn students enjoy the vibrant 
campus community as well. One freshman 
writes that “there are more than enough 
activities for everyone, and there is never a 
Thursday, Friday, or Saturday night where 
nothing is going on. The fraternities are 
always having parties, and there are lo-
cal clubs where everyone can go as well. 
Sports at Penn are always awesome to go to 
as well. Watching basketball games in the 
Palestra is one of the most memorable mo-
ments, with the place packed to the brim.” 
And a junior raves that, overall, “There are 
many opportunities to get involved here in 
ANYTHING. You can do it all, from profes-
sional dance troupes to cultural organiza-
tions and anything in between.”

UofPenn, The College Green.

Some Organizations:

Political Discussion 
Groups
Radio Station
Religious Groups
Singing Groups
Sororities
Student Union
Student Film Society
Theater Program
Improv comedy

Paying for College by Getting Scholarships

The students that win the most scholarships may not have 
more positive qualities than you, but they use the follow-
ing strategy to get noticed by the scholarship committees:

Get Prepared:

Get letters of recommendation from teachers, guidance 
counselors or leaders in your community. Choose these 
wisely (make copies).

Get a copy of your high school or college transcript 
(make copies).

Get involved in your community or in school activities 
or in your church. If your time is limited due to personal 
circumstances, working to help with family expenses is 
also an advantage.

Start writing an essay about your goals and what you 
have done to date to achieve them. Think about what 
makes you unique.

Get a picture of yourself. A school picture is perfect. Any-
thing smaller than a wallet size head shot, will do.

Buy some clear plastic binders.

The goal here is to have numerous packages made up 
ahead of time, ready to submit to the various scholarship 
committees.
The package will include:

    * a clear plastic binder and within the package
    * the scholarship application  ( you will have to insert 
this later when you have received each individual ap-
plication)
    * followed by an essay that gets you noticed
    * followed by your transcript (some scholarships do 
not require this, but if it’s impressive, send it)
    * followed by letters of recommendation and then
    * place your picture in the front inside cover(on top 
of the application) in the lower left hand corner (this is 
not a requirement, but it helps to put a face to the person, 
for the scholarship committee deciding who receives the 
awards) 

Get Organized:

Begin researching scholarships that match your criteria. 
Consider using a scholarship search service,  like our 
service - Apply for Scholarships that does not sell your 
information and keeps your information private.

Once you have the scholarships for which you want to 
apply, keep track of the deadlines.

Create a chart to keep on top of all dates.

The chart  should include:

    * Scholarship name and phone number
    * Date application must be received by scholarship 
committee
    * Date you requested the application
    * Date you received the application
    * Date application with above package was mailed
    * Date you called the Scholarship Agency to verify 
they received your application package 

Get Noticed:

As important as being prepared and organized, it is 
equally important that you have an essay that gets you 
noticed.

Even if you feel you master the English language, your 
essay should be critiqued by someone who has experi-
ence in essay writing.

Ask an English professor to review your essay or con-
sider using an essay editing service, like Essay Advantage
Essay Advantage, the Internet’s leading admissions and 
scholarship essay editing service.

Making the Final Col-

lege Decision

   1.  Never make your final college selection 
without visiting at least your top two or three 
choices. No matter how well you think you 
know a college or university, you can learn a 
lot (good or bad) by spending a few hours on 
campus, including whether or not the college 
feels like a good “fit” for you. Having family 
members accompany you on college visits is a 
great idea because it gives you extra “eyes and 
ears” and people with whom you can discuss 
your impressions.
       
   2. A college is not necessarily right for you 
because its name is familiar. That might seem 
pretty obvious, but you wouldn’t believe how 
many students equate educational quality with 
name recognition.
       
   3. Investigate at least three or four colleges 
you know little or nothing about but offer the 
field(s) of study of interest to you, are ap-
propriately selective for a students with your 
grades and SAT or ACT scores, and are located 
in geographic areas attractive to you. You have 
nothing to lose and you might make a great dis-
covery. A little research and an open mind can 
greatly increase the odds that you make a good 
college choice.
       
   4. There are very few worse reasons to se-
lect a college than because your friends are 
going there. Choosing a college because your 
girlfriend or boyfriend is headed there is one 
of them. In fact, if there is a worse reason to 
choose a college, it escapes us.
(www.college-scholarships.com)Information from www.college-scholarships.com

Information from www.princetonreview.com

1 College Hall, Philadelphia, PA, 19104, US (215)898-7505
School Type: 
Private (IVY)
Religious Affiliation: 
No Affiliation
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