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Editorial: Follow Up to “The Rise 
and Fall of BSGE” 
by Daniel Fridman

T

June 23, 2008- BSGE 
has graduated its third 
class with a beautiful 
graduation ceremony. 
Following BSGE tradi-
tion, a short speech 
was made about each 
graduate which, accord-
ing to Auset Alexander, 
helped make graduation 
“personal” and “interest-
ing.” The ceremony took 
place at Queens Theater 
in the Park across from 
the World Fair Globe. 

Above: Marisa Reichel, now at the University of Delaware, was emotional after the ceremony. Left: John Ku-
nicki, now at Hunter College, received his diploma. Below: Teacher Jim Napolitano practices his speech before 
the ceremony.
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10. The last day 
of the 2008-

09 school 
year: June 

26th, 2009!
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Chow down 
at the PTA  
Fundraiser- 
Sep. 22

Wear a 
Costume 
to  the 
Hallow-
een Dance

Send your 
friends holi-
day cheer with 
BSGE’s 4th 
annual candy 
cane sale. 

2008 End of 
the Year Blow 
Out!! Dec. 19

7th-8th 
Grade ONLY 
Dance on 
February 6.

Green and 
Glow- St. 
Patty’s 
Day Party 
on March 
13th.

Bring your own 
iPod and dance 
to your music 
at BSGE’s first 
SILENT RAVE.

Coconut Bras 
and Hawaiian 
Print at the 
Summer Luau 
on May 29th.

Summer Ice 
Cream Sale- 
June 12th.

Really Funny 
Fact: 

BSGE also 
stands for 

“British Soci-
ety for Gyn-
aecological 

Endoscopy,” a 
chapter of the 
“European So-
ciety for Gyn-
aecological 
Endoscopy.”  

Welcome 
New-
Bees, 

turn to 
page 4.

S-P-I-R-I-T Spells 
Spirit!
10th grader Marjorie 
Balaguer has started 
BSGE’s first spirit squad! 
It isn’t a cheerleading 
team, itss a team that raises 
money for the school as 
well as providing spirit to 
the students. There will be 
dancing and practices and 
future competitions. If you 
would like to join e-mail 
bsgespirit@yahoo.com or 
www.bsgespirit.net.tc You 
could also contact Marjorie 
personally for any more 
information.

Grey Doors Greet 
Students
Heads were turning 
and mouths were go-
ing a mile a minute 
while students walked 
through the hallways 
on the first day. Not 
necessarily about their 
wonderful summers, 
student were discuss-
ing our school’s new 
look. Over the sum-
mer the doors were 
painted dark grey add-
ing color to our white 
walls.

 Just under a year 
ago, the BaccRag pub-
lished my initial article 
based on the progression 
of BSGE, “The Rapid Rise 
and Fall of BSGE.”
 Since that contro-
versial article in November 
of ’07, the school has seen 
19 IB Diploma recipients; 
no previous grade had 
been able to accomplish 
10. Those students have 
gone on to colleges such as 
Yale, Boston College and 
Delaware. More than half 
of the ’07 graduating class 
received at least a partial 
scholarship, with one 
student, Tatiana Lam Lo, 
receiving a full scholarship 
to Yale University.
 The most recent 
MYP graduates have 
achieved the highest rate of 
7’s on the Personal Project 
in BSGE’s entire six-year 
history. Last year’s sopho-
more class had twenty-
three 7’s, in addition to 
fifteen 6’s. These 38/80 
students received at least 
23 out of a 28 possible 
points on their final grade. 
 While many 
students complained about 
the lack of an athletics 
department at BSGE, the 
school now has four teams; 
Girl’s Basketball, Boy’s 

Basketball, Girl’s Softball, 
and most recently, Boy’s 
Baseball. The school initi-
ated its fourth team in six 
years, a surprising baseball 
team that concluded its 
first season with a 10-4 
record. Girl’s and Boy’s 
Head basketball coach 
Matt Anderson has slated 
tryouts and practices to be-
gin in early-mid November 
for the ‘08-’09 campaign.
 In terms of ap-
pearance, the entire school 
has been re-painted; the 
doors and walls were 
revamped this past sum-
mer, and it has given the 
building a brand new look. 
Kudos the custodial staff 
and students who helped 
give the building a great 
new feel. 
 For the school 
that took the largest budget 
cut in the entire city of 
New York, we’ve rebound-
ed quite well, and the only 
IB school in New York 
continues to excel above 
others in the area.  
 It’s a new year; 
a new September and a 
new school year to work 
through, and since last 
year, the same school that 
I bashed is looking all the 
more commendable. 

Steven Alvarez
“Everybody was friendly. 
They didn’t judge you 
about anything. Such a 
great school.”

Maria Eastathiadis
“It was fun. We got to 
travel to our classes and 
we met new kids that 
were nice.”

Thomas Carbone
“Pretty good. The teachers 
were all nice.”

The 
Buzz

How was your first 
day of school?

 
With 
enthu-
siasm, 
pride 
and 
the 

audacity of promise en-
gendered by the collective 
commitment of faculty and 
staff I welcome you to The 
Baccalaureate School for 
Global Education (BSGE).   
I welcome back returning 
students whose absence 
during the summer left the 
building lifeless though 
the silence was sometimes 
enjoyed.  And I welcome 
new students who must be 
wondering what they’ve 
gotten themselves into 
by enrolling in the BSGE 
school community. 
 To the new 
student I say: don’t be 
discouraged and don’t fret.  
If you are feeling a bit out 
of place or overwhelmed 
you are not alone, most 
students feel this way at 
first.  Do know that your 
uniqueness is valuable 
to your BSGE family so 
let your light shine.  Also 
know that in the BSGE 
way returning students will 
assist you in your transi-
tion into your new school 

community and throughout 
your journey here.  
 Education, 
defined as the structure by 
which knowledge is ac-
quired, can be revolution-
ary and revolution requires 
participation.  We at BSGE 
are revolutionary when it 
comes to education thus 
your participation is a 
necessity.  To participate 
you must be open minded, 
a thinker, balanced, a risk 
taker, caring, knowledge-
able, reflective, inquiring 
and principled; indicators 
noted in the IB Learner 
Profile.  
 Though the life 
of a BSGE student is often 
a struggle and he/she may 
feel as they are on the 
frontline, BSGE students 
never give up and when 
they stumble they ‘get 
right back up’…they ‘get 
right back up’.   So when 
you work, work hard.  
When you play, play hard.  
And when you overcome 
an obstacle or meet a chal-
lenge celebrate but only 
for a moment.

Again, I say welcome.  
Welcome.  Welcome.

Ms. Johnson 

Ms. Johnson’s 
Welcome
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Sting Sting Sting! 
by Jolijt Tamanaha
“What do bees do?” 
 At BSGE, it’s more 
about what they don’t do. 
They don’t go to school danc-
es. They don’t come to school 
games. They don’t proudly 
proclaim, “I go to BSGE.” 
They don’t even attempt a 
positive attitude. Instead, 
most BSGE Bees spend their 
energy complaining. 
 Strong school spirit 
is essential to a pleasant and 
productive high school 
experience. Instead of whin-
ing, you can spend your time 
enjoying the things about 
our school that make BSGE 
BSGE. After all, we students 
have much to be proud of.

We should be proud that there 
are over 100 nationalities 
in a school of less then 500 
students.

We should be proud of the 
passion that many of our 
teachers have. Often teach-
ers stay past the end of the 
school day to help students. 

We should be proud of the 
equal chance BSGE tries to 
give each student regard-
less of race,  GPA, gender 
or money by helping every 
student, not just those at the 
top of the class in the quest 
for an IB diploma.

We should be proud of the 19 
students that graduated with 
the coveted IB diploma in the 
class of 2008.

We should be proud that 
BSGE is trying.

We should be proud of our 
school’s progressive mission.

We should be proud of our 
school’s global attitude and 
awareness.

We should be proud of the 
personality that encompasses 
our school.

We should be proud of the 
love that the students here 
have for each other.

We should be proud of the 
strong bonds not only within 
grades but throughout the 
whole school and between 
teachers and students.

We should be proud of our 
sports teams who put so 
much effort into representing 
BSGE last year and did very 
well.

We should be proud that each 
year our teams have better 
records and the players get 
stronger despite not having 
any athletic facilities of our 
own. 

We should be proud that 
BSGE is growing up and we 
should be proud of ourselves.

 A lack of spirit and 
appreciation is a lack of self 
esteem. It’s easy to complain 
if you don’t feel invested. 
But we are invested because 
as students and human beings 
we are in charge of our own 
experiences.
 Of course it’s im-
portant to be critical of your 
school. But question with the 
intent to better not to bash.
 We should take the 
elements we don’t like and 
improve them. The youth of 
our school opens many doors 
for us students to do so. Let’s 
build traditions together. 
Let’s turn our “lame” dances 
into raise the roof celebra-
tions. Let’s write fight songs, 
start sport rivalries with other 
schools and develop love for 
our jocks.
 Let us set a good 
example for this year’s 
incoming class and those 
who follow. Together we can 
create a better BSGE culture. 
We will all benefit from a 
little more Sting spirit.
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Letter to the Editor
Do you have an opinion about 
any article in The BACC Rag? Cut 
this out and drop it in our mail-
box in the main office. Your let-
ter may be published!
Name: ____________________________
Grade:____
Letter: ______________________________
_____________________________________
___________________________________________________
__________________________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
The BACC Rag has the right to refuse the publication of any letters. Letters 
may be shortened for publication  in order to accommodate as many opin-
ions as possible. Inappropriate letters will not be published.

The BACC Rag 
Contributing Staff:

Editor-in-Chief- 
Jolijt Tamanaha

Business Manager-
Nicole Kung

Journalists:
Simran Vazirani

Alan Chajet
Daniel Fridman

Kelly Vasilopoulos

Guest Writers:
Adam Popper

Kats Tamanaha
Sabrina Melendez

Andy Cattuci

Photographers:
Auset Alexander Guzman

Contact Information
Advisor-

 Mr. Aly Lakhaney
Website-

www.thebaccrag.com

*These are the staff mem-
bers that contributed to 

the 2008 September issue. 
For a full staff list you can 

check us out online.



GOT SKILLS?
JOIN THE BACC 

RAG!! 

CAN YOU SNAP PIC-
TURES? WRITE AR-

TICLES? COMPUTER 
DESIGN? 

WE TAKE STUDENTS 
FROM ALL GRADES 
WITH ALL LEVELS 

OF SKILL AND EXPE-
RIENCE. 

YOU GET COMMU-
NITY AND SERVICE 

HOURS AND ITS 
A GREAT EXPERI-

ENCE.
 

OTHER JOURNAL-
ISTS HAVE DONE 
MANY EXCITING 
THINGS LIKE AT-

TEND CONFERENC-
ES, SUMMER CLASS-

ES, CONDUCTED 
INTERVIEWS, IN-
VESTIGATIVE RE-

PORTING, WENT TO 
SEE HILAXRY CLIN-

TON ETC.

SPEAK WITH MR. 
ALY LAKHANEY OR 

STUDENT 
JOLIJT TAMANAHA 

ABOUT JOINING. 
WE MEET EVERY 

THURSDAY FROM 
2:10-3:00. 
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Class of 2008

MAKE 
SURE YOU 

HAVE 
THE 

LATEST 
STING 
WEAR. 
GO TO:

www.thebaccrag.com

$20.00 each

$21.90

$14.90 each

$2
4.

90

$16.90

$24.90
$17.90

$3
3.9
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$1
1.

90$1

2.9
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Welcome 7th Graders-- Show Us Your Sting!!
  So, you want to 
write a post-it! Want is 
probably not a good word. 
So, you have to write a 
post-it! Post-
its are fun, 
spontaneous 
and make 
reading 
more inter-
esting. Just 
kidding, Post-its are stiff 
and break up your reading. 
Unfortunately, you have to 
do them just like the other 
BSGE students (that’s 
what we get for going to 
a school that thinks about 
things 
three 
hundred 
times). 
We are 
expected 
to break 
down 
every sen-
tence into 
little pieces 
that create 
a similar 
but deeper 
story. 
Post-its 
are used 
whenever 
you find 
a passage 
that allows 
you to see something else. 
Post-its can make very 
general statements or they 
can go into detail. You 
can make connections to 
outside life or you can ask 
questions about the text. 
When you ask a question 
you might want to read a 
little further and see if you 
can answer it (teachers 
here love it when you do 
something like that). 

**TIP (you should prob-
ably write this on your 
hand so you remember): 
The best post-its are small 
with lines. The bigger they 
are the more words 
they cover up. You want 
the lines because it looks 
prettier. And they’re easier 
to write on. 

Materials 
Post-its (see tip above) 
A pen or pencil- Pencils 
are probably better because 
you may think of some-
thing while you’re writing. 
Then you would have to 
change everything so it’s 
much easier to erase it. 
Of course, you could be 
like me and go through 20 
post-its because you use 
pen and can’t erase your 
many spelling mistakes. 
A brain- well not really. 
I’ve seen many people fake 
their intellect and actually 
write post-its (you can just 

write “This like EQ,” but 
I’m not sure you would 
really get a good grade). 

That’s why 
I’m label-
ing this one 
optional. 
A book or 
piece of lit-
erature- you 
obviously 

need something to write 
your post-its about. 

Steps and More Tips:
1. Gather all of your mate-
rials (except the brain; that 
one is optional). 

2. Read the 
required 

reading. Most 
teachers will 

tell you to 
read every-

thing twice. I 
suggest read-

ing it once 
without post-
its. Think of 
spots where 

you can com-
ment and then 

put a blank 
post-it there. 
The second 
time around 

you only have 
to skim and 

look for those 
special spots. This way you 
can enjoy the reading but 
you don’t need to read the 

whole thing over again. 
3. You may want to peel 
the back off the post-its 
and stick them on the front 
of your book so you never 
forget them. 
4. When you’re writing the 
post-itbe specific. If you’re 
making an observation use 
evidence from the text. If 
you’re asking a question 
explain the reason you’re 
confused. Then try and find 
the answer to the question. 
5. Fold your post-its in half 
when you’re done writing, 
that way they don’t cover 
up too much space. 

Some Example Post-its: 
A good post-it consists of a 
thesis and evidence to back 
it up. Throw is a connec-
tion to the EQ and you’re 
on your way to Harvard! 
“Mary is smart. Everybody 
likes Mary. Duh!” 
- Not so good post-it. 
“Mary works very hard 
to get good grades. Mary 
stays up late at night to 
study so that she does well 
on tests. She is trying to get 
into a better school so she 
can escape her mother’s 
future.” 
- Much better post-it 
though not brilliant, I 
should have connected this 
piece to the EQ. 

WARNING
*Never, ever swallow a 

post-it. 
*Post-its will get hot if you 

burn them

Some Post-it Facts
• The guy who invented post-
its was Mr. Post-it. Okay that 
was a lie; his real name was Art 
Fry (who knew?). 
• It would take about 
506,880,000 2-7/8 inch Post-it 
notes to circle the world once
• The most expensive post-it 
was sold for 640 pounds in 
December 2000 after artist R. 
B. Kitaj made a charcoal and 
pastel drawing on it.
• Today, there are more then 
600 post-it products. Post-its 
are now sold in eight standard 
sizes, 25 shapes and 62 colors 
in 100 countries. 
•Post-its are recyclable. 

How to Write Post-
its by Jolijt Tamanaha

Some of BSGE’s Clubs 
and Organizations.
by Simran Vazirani
BACC RAG:
 The Bacc Rag is 
our school’s newspaper 
that publishes an issue 
every month. The staff of 
writers chose topics that 
interest them personally or 
topics that they have been 
assigned to do for an issue. 
They cover school issues 
and topics that are relevant 
to us as students. 
Who to talk to: Aly 
Lakhaney, the Bacc Rag’s 
advisor; Jolijt Tamanaha, 
10th grader and the Bacc 
Rag’s editor-in-chief 

MATH TEAM:
 The Math Team 
is a club in which students 
interested in math can 
participate in math-related 
activities. For the past few 
years, the team has par-
ticipated in Moody’s Math 
Challenge, an activity in 
which participants solve 
a complex math problem 
related to real-world issues. 
You must be a high school 
junior or senior to partici-
pate. Who to talk to: Jim 
Napolitano, the moderator 
of the Math Team  

YOGA:
Yoga, after-school, is a 
great way to relieve all the 
stress you have from school 
and burn some calories. 
Yoga can also improve 
your flexibility, strength, 
and your balance. Everyone 
is welcome to the dance 
room for Yoga instruction 
that will help you learn 
the fundamentals of Yoga 
and Yoga positions. Who 
to talk to: Kendra Jackson, 
BSGE’s dance teacher and 
the Yoga instructor

PILATES:
This Pilates class is open to 
anyone in any grade, even 
beginners. Pilates helps you 
work out by targeting core 
muscles in your body. By 
doing Pilates, you can gain 
flexibility, strength and a 
much better posture. Who 
to talk to: Kendra Jackson, 
BSGE’s dance teacher and 
the Pilates instructor 

DEBATE TEAM:
The BSGE debate team 
researches and then debates 
other schools from NYC, 
the tri-state area, and even 
all over the country regard-
ing a certain resolution. 
BSGE has already, in these 
tournaments, won many 
awards. This year’s resolu-
tion is “The United States 
federal government should 
substantially increase 
alternative energy incen-
tives in the United States.” 
It may sound complicated, 

but in actuality, debate is 
a great way to improve 
your speech and general 
knowledge. The debate 
team is only open to high 
school students (grades 
9-12). Who to talk to: Mark 
Wolov, the BSGE debate 
team coach; Erika Tannor, 
11th grader and member of 
the debate team 

HELPING HANDS:
 Helping Hands is 
one of BSGE’s most active 
clubs and for the most 
part, student planned. The 
Helping Hands committee 
organizes events, fundrais-
ers, and other such activi-
ties to help others. They do 
events such as toy drives, 
coat drives, penny harvests, 
food drives, and have been 
working with Save Darfur. 
They also do many more 
volunteering activities with 
Socrates Sculpture Park 
including the BSGE annual 
Earth Day. Every student 
is welcome to join to help 
others. Who to talk to: 
Peter Wilson

MOUSE SQUAD: 
 Mouse Squad is 
a technology-based group. 
Members of the mouse 
squad fix computers and 
other technological issues 
around the school. Anyone 
can join mouse squad. It 
doesn’t matter if you don’t 
know much about fixing 
computers. You can learn 
it by joining the mouse 
squad. Mouse squad also 
provides many intern op-
portunities for its members. 
Meetings are once a week, 
but members are required 
to work independently 
throughout the weeks as 
well. To join mouse squad, 
you must have recommen-
dations and should prob-
ably attend the information 
session in September. Who 
to talk to: Melissa Hinson, 
the Mouse squad advisor; 
Emmanuel Moreno, Mouse 
squad member

LEGO ROBOTICS:
 Lego robotics is a 
club where members work 
towards a competition with 
a specific mission in mind. 
Every year that mission 
changes and this year the 
mission is climate con-
nections. In Lego robot-
ics, members use legos to 
build robots and they then 
program them to do certain 
tasks. Later on in the year, 
the members participate 
in a robotics competition. 
Only 7th and 8th graders 
can join robotics. Who to 
talk to: Melissa Hinson, the 
robotics advisor.

Meet Some of BSGE’s 
Administrative Staff.

Shirley Welch-Doctor
School Secretary
If you need to call, get into 
or get out of school, you 
need to get through Shirley 
first.

Peter Wilson
Community Coordinator 
and College Advisor
Interestead in colleges, 
community service pro-
gram or something to do? 
Peter’s your man.

Julia Noboa
Health Aide/Admissions
If you lose your metro-
card, need a band-aid, 
need to call your mom or 
get your little brother into 
this school talk to Julia.

Mildred Velasquez
School Aide
If you cut the lunch line  
or show up late to school 
regularly you two will be 
well acquainted. 

Melissa Hinson
Computer Technician
Mouse Squad Advisor
Problems with comput-
ers... or perhaps life? Go 
talk to Melissa, her exper-
tise is well known.

Amy Rechiel
Parent Coordinator
Her office is the portal of 
communication between 
parents, students and 
administration.

Virge Ramos
School Aide
In charge of senior coun-
cil, yearbook, girls softball 
and lets you know lunch is 
over with his insanely loud 
whistling.

Vanessa Rabines
School Aide
If you ever need help with 
anything and you need 
someone to talk to go to 
Vanessa.

Patricia Davis
School Safety
“If your clothing is a prior-
ity make a priority of your 
attitude.”

Don’t be shy; introduce yourself to 
these and more BSGE staff.
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Welcome 7th Graders-- Show Us Your Sting!!
From Experience...
By Alan Chajet (a 7th grader last year)
 You’ve just started a new school. Many wor-
ries enter your mind. Will teachers like me? Who will 
I befriend? Will there be too much homework? Etc.
The Baccalaureate School for Global Education is no 
exception!
 There first few days are rough times for 
some. For others, there are no worries. Take Kats Ta-
manaha for example. She says: “I came to BSGE with 
my old friends and made new ones all together.” On 
the other hand, I came to this school alone, and had to 
start from scratch. It wasn’t too hard; all I had to do 
was get noticed! (Some of you might know what I’m 
talking about)
 Once you start class, you will realize the 
teachers are ever so slightly awesome. In the first 
weeks, you get to meet the teachers. Some of you 
try to stay on their good side, while other try to get 
labeled “bad kid.” 
 Well, you got to know your teachers; you 
made friends, and your well into the first month 
of school. Now the only thing left is to master our 
uniquely messed up schedule! It is unlike any other 
schedule you’ve ever seen, 5 periods a day? That’s 
crazy, and what’s an A day? Unlike your old school, 
we have the same schedule every other day...so for ex-
ample, on A days you would have French, science, and 
math and on B days humanities, music and art. Simple 
right?
 Well Aidan Hernandez thought that “the A 
day B day system seriously messed me up! I always 
brought the wrong books to class!” We all had to get 
used to it for the first couple weeks. But it was actually 
pretty easy once you got
the hang of it.
 The first week is hard. The second is easier 
the third is fun. The fourth sucks. Once you get to 
week 5, the hard work starts to kick in. But by then 
you’ll have friends, awesome teachers, and you’ve 
probably joined one of our clubs.
Welcome, to the Baccalaureate School for Global 
Education!

By Jolijt Tamanaha
1. Stay away from Mr. 
Mac [ he bites] 
2. Love adore, and worship 
the school newspaper 
3. Do not forget to return 
library books because 
Ms.Shen will hunt you 
down.
4. Fighting is for wussies; 
go to the bathroom and cry.
5. Do not eat tacos at the 

chinese place.
6. Show some school spirit 
and show up for events.
7. Learn how to spell 
“Baccalaureate.”
8. Do not flush your 
camera down the toilet [it 
happened once]. 
9. Have a good attitude and 
get to know everyone.
10. When faced with 
danger... call your mom 

10 Tips for New Bees

The grading system in 
BSGE is quite complicated. 
It’s not A-F nor is it 0-4. 
It is 1-7, and in its own 
unique way it makes sense. 
Whatever you get, remem-
ber that it should not be 
converted to a percentage. 
Getting a 6-7 is considered 
excellent. Getting a 4-5 
is good. Getting a 3 is ok. 
Getting a 2 is bad and 1 
failing. 
The main point is to get a 6 
or 7 but a 5 is good too. We 
don’t do averages at BSGE. 
It sounds weird because 
we’re all used to percentag-
es and averages but BSGE 
believes you 
can’t sum up a student’s 
whole performance in one 

number. 
You will not get a GPA or 
an overall average. You will 
also be graded separately 
on your class work and 
behavior. You will get a 
periodic assessment a few 
times a year. Your periodic 
assessment is your grade 
based on one project. Then 
at the end of January and 
June you will get your re-
port card. Your report card 
is based on your overall 
performance. Remember 
that here at BSGE asking 
your teacher for extra help 
is not a crime. Most teach-
ers stay for a couple hours 
after school. 

Decoding the Grading 
System by Andy Cattuci

IB What?
by Kats Tamanaha

Students study each subject 
through the five areas of 
interaction: approaches to 
learning, community and 
service, human ingenuity, 
environment, and health 
and social education.
(www.ibo.org)

Approaches to learning 
(ATL)
Through ATL teachers pro-
vide students with the tools 
to enable them to take 
responsibility for their own 
learning, thereby develop-
ing an awareness of how 
they learn best, of thought 
processes and of learning 
strategies.

Community and service
This component requires 
students to take an active 
part in the communities in 
which they live, thereby 
encouraging responsible 
citizenship.

Homo faber
Students explore in mul-
tiple ways the processes 
and products of human 
creativity, thus learning to 
appreciate and develop in 
themselves the human ca-
pacity to influence, trans-
form, enjoy and improve 
the quality of life.

Environment
This area aims to develop 
students’ awareness of 
their interdependence with 
the environment so that 
they understand and accept 
their responsibilities.

Health and social educa-
tion
This area deals with physi-
cal, social and emotional 
health and intelligence—
key aspects of develop-
ment leading to complete 
and healthy lives.

IB Areas of Inter-
action

BSGE’s 4 Habits of Conduct
BSGE only has four rules 
(they’re quite general 
and cover most bad acts). 
Just follow these rules 
and you’ll do well here at 
BSGE.

1. Participate Fully
2. Take Care of Your Space
3. Be Kind
4. Be Safe

Welcome New Bees 
by Tim David-Lang, Guidance Counselor

Welcome 
to BSGE! 
You’re start-
ing on a six 
year experi-

ence here with us that 
is sure to be filled with 
friends, fun, and plenty 
of rewarding learning.  
While I imagine that 
BSGE must feel confus-
ing and even large right 
now, I am certain that 
before long you will find 
your own, comfortable 
place within our small 
community.  Before 
you know it, you will 
recognize and even 
know nearly everyone as 
you squeeze your way 
through the hallways be-
tween classes and rush 
to get a good spot on the 
line for lunch.
 More than any-
thing else, I’d suggest 
that you use your new 

spot here as a chance to 
ask questions, reach out 
to people (adults and 
other students), and be 
open to all of the new 
experiences you will 
have this year.  Push 
yourself and pick out a 
specific new classmate 
or three to get to know, 
join a new group of 
people at lunch, stop 
by my office to say hi, 
join the Mouse Squad 
(or the BACC RAG for 
that matter!), stay after 
class as a bother to Mr. 
Laskowski.  Remem-
ber that here at BSGE, 
especially in your first 
year with us, you’ve got 
a chance to try out new 
things, approach new 
challenges, and explore 
who you are as a student 
and a person.  Take ad-
vantage of this amazing 
opportunity!

 What is IB? I BE 
what? IB stands for Inter-
national Baccalaureate, 
part of The 
International Baccalaureate 
Organization, or IBO. The 
IBO deals with education, 
government, and separate 
international organizations 
to create challenging cur-
riculums of international 
education and intense 
review of children. It usu-
ally starts at a young age 
in a child’s life, and goes 
on until college/university. 
The curriculums or pro-
grams encourage students 
to understand that other 
people, thoughts, and ideas 
can be correct, as well as 
encourage kids to be active 
in their global community. 
They support students in 
becoming learners for life, 
and valuing the differences 
of people. 
 The IB program 
has three different lev-
els. The Primary Years 
Programme is for 3 to 12 
year old IB students, and 
is already presented in 
369 IB World Schools. 
This level was created in 
1997. The next level, the 
Middle Years Programme, 
is for 11 to 16 year odds, 
and is presented in around 
548 IB World Schools. It 
was created in 1994. The 
highest level, The Diploma 
Programme is for 16 to 19 
year odds, and is presented 
in an astounding 1,594 IB 
World Schools. It was cre-
ated in 1970. 
 BSGE is special. 
We are the only IB school 
in New York City who 
offer the IB program to all 
of its students, not just the 
ones in the select advanced 
classes. 
The IB program, like all 
programs, has its advan-
tages and disadvantages. It 

is said, and often proven, 
that colleges will accept 
an IB student faster than a 
regular student. Harvard, 
for instance, wrote on their 
school website, ‘Students 
who have earned the 
International Baccalaure-
ate (IB) diploma with a 
grade of 7 on at least three 
Higher Level examinations 
may qualify for Advanced 
Standing.’ Written on 
the Columbia University 
website, ‘Entering students 
may be granted 6 points 
of credit for each score of 
6 or 7 on IB Higher Level 
Examinations if taken 
in disciplines offered as 
undergraduate programs 
at Columbia.’ Many other 
highly rated schools in 
America have said the 
same about IB applicants. 
 Another advan-
tage to being IB is simple: 
It’s international. There are 
roughly 2,075 International 
Baccalaureate Schools in 
125 different countries 
across the globe. So you 
can move pretty much any-
where, and still be learning 
the same stuff at whatever 
BSGE you go to. Though 
BSGE, of course, cannot 
be perfect. Many students 
claim to be working way 
too hard, and the team-
work approach doesn’t suit 
everyone. Children every 
year switch to more main-
stream schools, rather at 
the top of a lower class 
than at the bottom of a 
higher class. 
 So what is IB? IB 
is us, the thousands of Bac-
calaureate students that get 
up and go to school every 
day around the world. We 
are INTERNATIONAL 
BACCALAUREATE 
STUDENTS, part of the 
global movement in inter-
national education. 

IB Learner’s Profile
1. Inquirers- develop their 
natural curiosity. 
2. Knowledgeable- explore 
concepts, ideas and issues 
that have local and global 
significance.
3. Thinkers- exercise ini-
tiative in applying thinking 
skills.
4. Communicators- under-
stand and express ideas 
confidently.
5. Principled- take respon-
sibility for their actions 

and consequences.
6. Open-minded- appreci-
ate and understand their 
own and other countries.
7. Caring- show compas-
sion and respect for others.
8. Risk-takers- approach 
unfamiliar situations with 
courage.
9. Balanced- understand 
the importance of life bal-
ance.
10. Reflective- analyze 
their own experiences. 

reprinted with permission
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Teacher of the Month: Ms. Sarah Cunningham
By Kelly Vasilopoulos
Subject: English and 
Spanish 
Grade(s): 8th and 7th 

During this interview Ms. 
Cunningham was accom-
panied by her son, Sean.

What do you think of 
the kids in your classes? 
Did they misbehave or 
are they generally well-
behaved?
Well BSGE has great 
kids. Um, they’re gener-
ally really well-behaved. 
The misbehavior here is 
like slim in comparison 
to misbehavior in other 
public schools.      

What kind of person 
were you considered in 
school? (popular, nerdy, 
etc.)
I was the girl on the 
outside. I don’t think I 
had a label. I sat in the 
back row with all the 
people who were 
labeled with all the 
hicks because I 
went to a school 
where it was like 
half agricultural 
and half col-
lege town 
so I 
sat 

in 
the 
back 
with all the 
hicks that 
came in on 
the tractors 
and stuff and 
the drug-
gies. And I 
wasn’t into 
any of those 
things but I 
kind of didn’t 
belong. My 
friends were 
often in differ-
ent grades than 
myself. Most of 
my friends were 
like a grade ahead 
of me in school. 
I enjoyed being 
the outcast, I’ve 
always been rebel-
lious. I prefer to be 
called the outcast.  

Who is the most 
influential person 
in your life?
When I was a teen-
ager it was probably 
Mrs. Colo; she was 
my eleventh grade 
English teacher 
and she basically 

told me that I could do 
whatever I set my mind 
out to do and I’d 
never really heard 
that before and it 
was pretty amaz-
ing. Now my most 
influential person is 
my dad. Because he 
had polio when he 
was in his 30s and 
he lived with braces 
and crutches and as 
a kid I never really 
noticed because he 
was just my dad but I’ve 
seen now that he can 
enjoy a lot and he’s fine; 
he’s not bitter, he’s not 
angry, he never says he 
wishes things were dif-
ferent. And, I don’t know, 
that’s something to strive 
for. I would like to be that 
person. So, my dad is my 
hero.  

Did you 
play any 
sports 
when 
you 
were 
in 

school?

Haha. 
No. 
My 
per-
petual 
worst 
dream 
is that, 
I still 
have it 
today, 
that I 
actually 
never 
graduat-
ed from 
high 
school 
because 
I failed 
phys.ed. 
I still 
have 
that 

dream. I 

was the class note-writer. 
I would sit on the bleach-
ers and forge notes from 

people’s parents. 

What’s your earliest 
childhood memory?
Standing on the couch 
watching the snow fall in 
the backyard and thinking 
it looked like,  amazing. 

What’s the stupidest 
thing you’ve ever done?
Oh gosh, there are so 
very many. Um, probably 
running away from home, 
except I told my parents 
where I was going. But 
my friend’s parents, 
where I went, they were 
nice enough to let me stay 
there for 5 days. I was 
always fighting with my 
parents in high school. 
God bless my parents 
for understanding that I 
needed to be stupid.  

What’s your favorite 
type of junk food?
Nutter butters. I buy 
them almost every 
day. I have a battle 

To SAT Prep or Not to SAT Prep; That Is the Ques-
tion by Sabrina Melendez

Every student realizes his 
or her need for prep, but 
the student probably won-
ders what the best method 
of SAT prep is. Is it better 
to study alone? Or is it 
better to study with a pro-
gram, and which program 
for that matter? 

of wills and I always lose.

Are you strict with your 
students?
Am I strict with my 
students? No. I don’t 
think I’m terribly strict. 
Actually, that’s one 
of the things I’ve said 
to myself I have to 
change.

What makes you 
mad?
Kids who don’t take 

themselves seriously. 
Like, I’m fine with any 
kid who has real problems 
with skills or with, you 
know, stuff going on, I try 
to be as compassionate as 
possible. What drives me 
nuts is if you can do it and 
chose not to. Why would 
you do that? Why would 
you sell yourself short? 
That’s like the one thing 
that causes me to blow a 
gasket.   

Do you believe in love at 
first sight?
I believe in friendship at 
first sight. And I believe 
that strong love comes out 
of friendship.

What’s your favorite 
perfume?
I don’t have any. I have 
this green tea spray and 
I don’t even know if it 
counts as a perfume but it 
smells like, so fresh and 
light. It smells good…so 
green tea.

What do you love about 
yourself?
I guess I love that I’m not 
afraid to take risks and try 
new things. Except forgo-
ing the amusement park 
where I was totally scared 
to take risks. [Referring to 
the 8th grade trip we took 
in June to Dorney Park]. 
But I like to try new 
things.  That I like about 
myself. 

What’s something you 
don’t understand about 
life?
Why it’s human nature 
not to be the very best 
you can be. You know, I 
mean it’s always a battle. 
I know in my intellect 
what’s right and I often 
don’t do what’s right. And 
I notice that we do that 
kind of as a group. I guess 
that’s one of those things 
I’ll never understand. If 
we know why don’t we 
do? 

If you were stuck on 
a deserted island and 
you could only bring 5 
things with you what 
would you bring?
My husband. Is he a 
thing? And my son. My 
favorite book, an off-but-
ton for my son and a book 
of photographs. Presum-
ing that there was food 
and drinks. 

What was your last 

dream?
Well it wasn’t the one 
about failing phys.ed. 
thank god. Oh yes, we 
were in Costa Rico and 
I was being chased by a 
jaguar. I climbed a tree 
but I think jaguars climb 
trees so I don’t think 
that’s very realistic.
Sean: I dreamed about a 
tiger.

What’s your favorite 
food/drink?
Vietnamese iced-coffee. 
There’s absolutely noth-
ing better then a Vietnam-
ese iced-coffee. Dimsam. 
A trip to a Dimsam 
restaurant just to eat meat, 
meat, meat, meat. Does 
that count as a favorite 
food?

What are you really 
scared of?
Failure. I hate screwing 
up
Sean: Ghosts, be scared 
about ghosts mom

What superpower would 
you love to have?
The ability to read other 
people’s minds. Because 
then, I don’t know, life 
would be much simpler, 
right? We wouldn’t have 
all these misunder-
standings and we could 
actually understand why 
people act the way they 
do. I think that would be 
cool

What is the SAT?
 The SAT is a test 
that colleges look for dur-
ing the admissions process. 
Every school has a differ-
ent grade that a student 
must receive in order to be 
accepted into the school. 
The SAT is broken up 
into four sections writing 
(which includes the essay), 
math, and critical reading. 
The maximum score u can 
get on each section is an 
800.

Helpfulness
 When studying 
alone with an SAT book 
for a guide it is up to the 
book to make sure its 
reader passes the SATs. It 
is up to the student to make 
sure that he or she actually 
picks up the SAT book and 
studies. Since the students 
of BSGE have so much 
work to do it is unlikely 
that they will actually find 
time to sit down and study. 
This is why programs 
preferable in my opinion. 
Programs force the stu-
dents to work for at least 3 
hours two times a week.

What exactly does 
SAT prep provide? 
 In any of the 
programs offered at school 
students will learn tech-
niques to help them take 
the SATs because being 
able to solve problems on 
the SAT is mainly about 
anticipating the questions 
and knowing every trick 
to solving the problems. It 
is true that the SAT’s use 
the same type of questions 
over and over and through 
SAT prep the student can 
learn to recognize the type 
of question they are faced 
with and know exactly 
what to do. SAT prep also 
provides practice prob-
lems. SAT prep is broken 
up into Writing, Math, and 
Critical reading because 
these are the sections that 
the SAT’s are broken up 
into.

Intensity
 Sunny Side and 
Beacon prep are both very 
nice facilities that share the 
same teachers and there-
fore the same curriculum. 
However, Sunny Side 
owns a more concentrated 
atmosphere. Students 
are required to attend 
the Sunny Side program 
Tuesday and Friday from 
4:30 to 7: 30, and Satur-
day from (12:00 to 1:00)?. 
More students attend 
Sunny Side than Beacon 
which gives Beacon a 
more relaxed feel, which 
might benefit those overly 
stressed students. Students 
are required to attend the 
Beacon program Mondays 
and Wednesdays from 4:00 
to 7:00.

Price
Our school offers two free 
programs. Sunny Side prep 
and Beacon prep. To get 
into Sunny Side or Beacon 
you must call in order to be 
placed on the waiting list, 
then you will receive a call 
a few days before you must 
come and register (you just 
have to show up and sign 
your name). After register-
ing there is a mandatory 
placement test that is just 
like the real SAT. 

What the Students Say
The reader won’t be surprised to find that students say 
that SAT prep is helping their SAT scores, but might be 
surprised to find that these SAT programs are detrimen-
tal to student’s school work. When Joe Chan was asked 
whether or not SAT prep was helping his school work 
he said “no, if anything it made my grades decline”, Joe 
attends the Beacon and Revolution prep. It is up to the 
reader to weigh the difference, a 94 GPA or a close to 
perfect score on the SAT’s?

“...running away 
from home... let 
me stay there for 5 
days. I was always 
fighting with my 
parents in high 
school.”
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Marcelo Triana
Hobart College

What is HIV?
 1 in 4 sexu-
ally active teenagers 
will contract a sexually 
transmitted disease 
(STD). The most infa-
mous of the 25 STD’s, 
is ‘Human Immunode-
ficiency Virus’ or HIV. 
HIV causes AIDS or 
‘Acquired Immune 
Deficiency Syndrome’ 
which breaks down the 
body’s immune system. 
A person infected with 
AIDS is more suscep-
tible to viruses and less 
able to fight them off.  
Treatment?
 If diagnosed 
early enough people 
with HIV can be given 
antiretrovial drugs 
that delay the onset of 
AIDS. 

Where to get 
tested:
These are all NYC 
health department FREE 
clinics. Most of them 
offer tests for all STDs, 
Emergency contracep-
tive, Hepatitis A and B 
vaccines, Hepatitis C 
screenings and HIV rap-
id testing.  You do not 
need parental consent 
nor will you ever have 
to give a name, sexual 
history, phone number 
or even email address 
to get tested. More sites 
online.

Queens
Corona
34-33 Junction Blvd. 
(Roosevelt/Northern)
Jackson Heights, NY 
11372
Travel Information: #7 
train to Junction Blvd.; 
#72 bus to 35th Avenue
Map
    * Tuesday and Friday 
8:30am to 4:00pm
       * Monday, Wednes-
day and Thursday  “NO 
DOCTOR SERVICES” 
8:30am to 4:00pm HIV 
Counseling and Rapid 
Testing only

Jamaica
90-37 Parsons Blvd. 1st 
Flr. (off Jamaica Ave.)
Jamaica, NY 11432
Travel Information: E, 
S, J train to Parsons 
Blvd.
   * Monday thru Friday 
— 8:30am to 4:00pm
   * Saturday — 8:30am 
to 12:00pm

 Pulling up to the parking lot, I began to feel a 
rumbling in my stomach. Feelings of anxiety began to 
course through my veins and I did not know what to do. 
What could I do? Walking on to the main quad I saw 
many of my fellow freshman. Some not so nervous as I, 
some ready to give up and go home.  College was finally 
here. I had patiently waited four exhausting years and two 
gut wrenching months and the day had finally come.  As 
I received my orientation packet and signed all my forms 
I could not be any more hesitant to move in. Slowly but 
surely, my emotions subsided and I gained my compo-
sure. However, a single thought plagued me. How was 
I going to meet anyone? Could I find my niche in this 
college environment? 
 Quickly we were divided into dozens of groups. 
Entering my group I soon met freshmen like me from 
across the country. Steadily coming out of my shell, 
meeting people, I was soon no longer alone. Understand-
ing that no one really knew anyone either, I began to try 
to meet whom ever I could.  As courageously as I could, I 
developed a zealous inquisitive nature. Coming to the end 
of orientation weekend, one thing slipped my mind; what 
would my classes be like? 
 Resting my head on my newfound dorm room 
bed, I awaited the next morning for classes to begin; 
dreading the idea I would be late to class on my first day. 
Sitting down in Stern 201, I wondered how Public Policy 
120 would be. As the professor burst in with an enthusi-
asm unmatched, he caught my attention. Professor Barnes 
described what we would be doing for the semester; 
“pretty much debating!” he said. A skill I always ad-
mired and desired. Returning from Bristole Gym at nine 
o’clock, I no longer worried about my future and was 
elated for the rest of my college experience. 

 The short women 
in the orange hoodie 
slapped a sticker onto 
my chart and asked me, 
“what’s your 
birthday and zip 
code?” I con-
firmed what was 
written on the 
triage card I’d 
filled out in the 
waiting room. 
My chart said 
very little about 
me. I had chosen 
to do the “anony-
mous HIV test” 
which meant the 
only information 
I had to give was 
my birthday, zip 
code, race and 
gender. 
 They 
had also handed 
me an STD 
consent form 
that asked for 
the patient name 
and date but I 
ignored the name slot and 
without hesita-
tion; the women 
filled it in as 
“anonymous.”
 She 
continued writ-
ing on my chart 
and I looked 
over at the wall. 
I tilted my head 
to the right and 
squinted my 
eyes. There, 
tacked to the 
white paint, was 
a poster with 
pictures of a pe-
nis infected with 
herpes. “Hmm 
how pleasant,” I 
thought.
 “Go up 
to the second 
floor and wait,” 
the unfriendly 
woman grunted. 
That was 
only the third 
sentence said 
to me in the ten 
minutes I’d been 
sitting there. 
I went back 
through the 
waiting room, 
took a right at 
the security desk 
with the free 
condoms and 
clamored up to 
the second floor. 
There, another 
women said, 
“drop your chart 
in there and sit 
down.” 
 Every time I 
thought my number was 
up next (they don’t do it 
in numerical order) my 
heart started to beat faster. 

I was waiting for someone 
to call my number, watch 
me stand up and then give 
me that disgusted look; 

the one that 
would scar 
me and stop 
me from any-
thing scary 
for the rest of 
my life. But 
thankfully it 
never came.
 Another 
thirty minutes 
of waiting and 
I finally heard 
my number, 
“fifty-four.” 
 I looked 
over at the 
middle aged 
white woan 
who had been 
chanting, “I 
do not have 
AIDS,” then 
got up and 
followed a 
dreadlocked 

phlebotomist (basically 
a licensed 
vampire who 
uses a needle 
instead of 
teeth) into a 
room where he 
reminded me, 
“so sweetie 
I’m about to 
administer an 
anonymous 
HIV test why 
don’t you take 
a seat and 
put your arm 
on the rest.” 
Finally some-
one relatively 
polite. 
“Stick me,” I 
replied. 
 My 
response was 
unsuccessful 
in masking my 
nervousness. 
He said, “small 
pinch” and slid 
the needle into 
the vein under 
my elbow. My 
blood quickly 
flooded the 
capsule. 
Bob Marley 
reminded me 
that he did 
not shoot the 
sheriff and the 
phlebotomist 
sang along as 
he pulled out 
the needle. 
 He 
reached for a 

green square and said in 
an unfitting cheerful tone 
“it’s time for the finger 
prick.”
“Another one!” 
“Don’t worry this is but a 
prick,” his attempt to com-

fort me was ill received 
since his earlier “small 
pinch” turned out not so 
small at all. He explained 
that the finger prick was 
for the rapid HIV test and 
that “your counselor will 
explain it all when you get 
the results.” 
 “Click,” went the 
green finger pricker and 
a little speckle of blood 
materialized on my middle 
finger. 
 “Thirty to forty 
minutes of waiting babe. 
Go back outside.” 
 “Okay thanks.”
 I walked back 
into the hallway and 
then gestured to my very 
patient friend. I explained 
that it’d be another forty 
minutes or so and that 
we’d have to go into 
the room with the green 
rubber chairs and tense 
people.
 I sat down in 
front of the bald white 
man in the business suit 
and looked over at the 
Asian woman with a Mac-
Book. I had witnessed a 
gay, white, 20-something 
man with great shoes 
shove some condoms in 
his bag and was stared 
down by an Indian woman 
and her brother. I had 
bumped into a tall, hand-
some African American 
man in a button up whose 

finger nails had been 
chewed to the stub and a 
Mexican teenager with his 
hair in a ponytail winked 
at me. The sign in the 
orange hoodied woman’s 
office was right; AIDS 
does not discriminate. 
You can be black or white, 
straight or gay, seventy or 
seventeen. 
 So why is it that 
so many sexually active 
teens teenagers don’t see 
the need to get tested? 
In 2005 the Center for 
Disease Control published 
the “Youth Risk Behav-
ior Surveillance” study 
in which they found that 
88% of teenagers report 
never discussing HIV/
AIDS in school. This dis-
gusting lack of education 
has created gap in the teen 
mind where AIDS is not 
relevant if you’re under 
20. On the contrary half of 
all new HIV infections are 
in teenagers (ASHA State 
of the Nation).
 We teenagers 
need to be talked to so that 
we too can understand the 
risks, prevention meth-
ods and appreciate the 
relevance. And a speech 
on this theme is what I 
expected from the coun-
selor who was supposed to 
(according to the Marley 
singing phlebotomist) 
explain my test results. 

Instead, what I got was a 
very blunt and not so help-
ful two sentences: “The 
HIV test result was nega-
tive; keep it that way.” 
I sat there in his office 
wondering what other bril-
liance he would bestow 
upon me. Nothing. That 
was it. Perhaps the coun-
selor’s lack of words was 
meant to avoid making 
me uncomfortable. But he 
could have included a few 
more pointers especially 
because I’m so young. 
“Thank you,” I said as I 
got up and reached for the 
handle, “thank you for 
helping me oh so much. 
I completely understand 
how and why I should 
stay negative,” I thought 
sarcastically. 
 And then, even 
though the counselor had 
been disappointingly dull, 
I bounced back into the 
waiting room with a little 
pep in my step. Not only 
was I HIV negative I was 
also just a tiny bit more 
courageous. While trying 
to experience getting 
tested for AIDS so that 
I could write an article 
about the confidentially I 
also beat many fears. Not 
fear of the test result or 
of the needle. But rather 
fear of the stigma of AIDS 
in combination with my 
youth. And frankly, I was 

afraid of what people (pa-
tients, phlebotomists and 
orange hoodie ladies all 
alike) at the clinic would 
think about me. 
 Two hours 
earlier, while going up 
the concrete steps of the 
Chelsea clinic, I felt my 
heart beating in my ears. 
In the eyes of the mother 
pushing her stroller down 
the street and the man 
sitting on the bench by 
walking through the clinic 
door I was one of those 
people; the people actu-
ally nervous about their 
results. In other’s eyes I 
was no longer the polite 
innocent youth that strang-
ers smiled at. Because of 
the natural but incorrect 
assumption they now saw 
me as the sexually active 
teenager. I was the “I had 
sex with my boyfriend 
without a condom and he 
tested positive” teenager. I 
was the junkie teen. 
 But I was also the 
teenager who was respon-
sible enough to get tested. 
And in my eyes I was the 
teenager who was testing 
the system. I wanted to 
see if complete anonymity 
was possible, even as a 
teen. Nobody at that clinic 
knew me as anything 
more than my birthday, 
gender, race and zipcode. 

Word from the Real World...

Marisa Reichel
University of 
Delaware

 Hi BSGE!!! This is Marisa, I graduated from 
BSGE in June and now I’m going to the University of 
Delaware in Newark, Delaware.  I’ll be keeping you guys 
updated in each issue of the BaccRag, letting you know 
what college is like and how I’m adjusting.  So far it’s 
been a pretty exciting few days since I moved in on Sun-
day the 31st.  Following a pretty hard weekend of saying 
goodbye and watching all my high school friends leave, it 
was nice to finally meet new people and get started on the 
next chapter of my life.  I’m living in brand new dorms, 
which I hear are light-years better than the old dorms (the 
same dorms my roommate’s parents lived in when they 
went to UD 30 years ago!)  I have one roommate who 
lives about a mile away from the school, and we share 
a bathroom with two other girls.  They all seem really 
nice and we’re getting along really well.  It’s been pretty 
relaxing so far and we’ve only had a few orientation 
activities or meetings.  
 Classes start tomorrow and that will probably 
bring a change of pace.  One of my classes has over 200 
students!!! You all understand how that’s total culture 
shock for a BSGEer.  I definitely plan to sit in the front 
and not be a slacker playing tetris in the back, although 
that does sound appealing.  I’m not that nervous about 
classes, I have faith that BSGE prepared me but I’ll let 
you all know how it goes.  I just planned a meeting with 
my advisor to see what kind of credits this IB diploma 
can get me- hopefully they can get me out of some scary 
college science or something.  I’ll let you all know how 
classes turn out, wish me luck!!!!!!   And say hi to BSGE 
for me, you’d be surprised at how much you’ll miss it 
once you graduate.

I Got Tested 
for HIV 

by Jolijt Tamanaha
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The Dark Knight’s A Bright Light 
Review by Jolijt and Kats Tamanaha
 This second movie 
in director and 
co-writer Chris-
topher Nolan’s 
Batman film 
series needs 
a new title. 
“The Joker” or 
“Heath Led-
ger’s Brilliance” would be 
more appropriate because 2 
minutes into the movie, the 
Joker steals the the spot-
light. His performance in 
the more than 500 million 

logue, the depth of The 
Jokers’s persona are well 
developed and consistent. 
  Christian  Bale de-
livers a solid but bland Bat-
man. The Dark Knight like 
most good movies is about 
more the Batman and the 
Joker. It explore the roles 
of hero and villain and the 
ideas of order and anarchy 
and of human nature. Even 
people who don’t usually 
enjoy action films will love 
The Dark Knight.

the Caribbean series. Like 
Depp, everything from 
Ledger’s smiles to his hand 
motions carry the essence 
of The Joker.
 Of course credit 
should also go to Johnathan 

and Christopher 
Nolan and 

the other 
writers.
Thanks 
to their 
intense 

dia-

dollar (and still counting) 
grossing movie 
rocked the au-
dience; inspir-
ing emotions 
never experi-
enced through 
movies 
be-

fore.
 His 
performance 
rivals Johnny 
Depp’s Jack Spar-
row in the Pirates of 

The Dark Knight 
holds the record 

for quickest movie 
to gross $400 mil-
lion after reaching 

it in 18 days.

 Will Ferrell’s 
newest film is a crude 
comedic adventure. It takes 
you through the world of 
two individual characters 
that stumble upon each 
other as a result of their 
parents’ recent marriage. 
Inappropriate and abrasive 
humor rages throughout 
the film, with Ferrell 
displaying some unneces-
sary imagery towards the 
middle of the 98-minute 
spectacle. 
 With the 
(tremendous lack of) 
success achieved by 
“Semi-Pro” and 
“Walk Hard: 
The Dewey Cox 
Story”, “Step-
Brothers“ has to 
be viewed with 
low expecta-
tions. When 
done so, the film 
soars; it’s rude 
and raunchy 
humor make the 
viewer unex-
pectedly laugh 
in hysterics. 
The never-stay-

positive attitude quickly 
deteriorates as Ferrell and 
Reily immediately jump 
into their senseless antics.
 The co-actors 
John C. Reily and Will 
Ferrell team up again, 
as they did in Talladega 
Nights, to make the audi-
ence gasp in disbelief and 
roll in the aisles in glee. 
 Just remember; 
go in thinking it’ll be the 

worst 
movie 

ever.

Stepbrothers: A Surprising Suc-
cess by Daniel Fridman

Starting a club 
at school, BSGE 
especially, may 
seem like some-
thing quite difficult 
to do. In fact, it 
might sound impos-
sible or ever not 
allowed. Well, the 
fact is quite to the 
contrary. Starting 
a club comes in 
five simple steps, 
which I will share 
with you, having 
co-founded the 
school’s first Video 
Game Club, which 
will be running 
again this year. 
 • 
The first thing one 
has to do to start 
a school club is 
make a plan. When 
founding the Video 
Game Club, Danny 
Alvarez and I were 
sure to have ready 
justifications for the 
founding the club, 
as well as a general 
plan of how to club 
could run. This was 
of course before we 
would consult Ms. 
Johnson in order to 
officially found the 
club. This tends to 

be one of the hardest 
parts, as it is where 
all the thinking is 
done in coordinating 
your new club. When 
creating the VGC, 
the acronym for the 
Video Game Club, 
Danny and I sat down 
to figure out where 
the consoles and 
games would come 
from, how to recruit 
members, and what 
rules and regulations 
would apply to the 
club. Having com-
pleted this step with 
one or two bumps in 
the road, Danny and 
I were on our way to 
the next step in the 
process.
 • The 
next and last step 
before consulting 
Ms. Johnson about 
officially founding 
the club was to find 
a supervisor. Every 
club, or all of those 
that may be founded 
in the future, need a 
supervisor from the 
BSGE staff to oversee 
the functioning of the 
club and to be there 
when it functions, etc. 
As with the VGC, for 

those of you who do 
not know, Mr. Las-
kowski was glad to 
supervise. Once you 
have your supervisor, 
you may move onto 
the next step.
 • Your 
meeting with Ms. 
Johnson, be it short 
or long, is where you 
really need to justify 
why you are form-
ing this club. When 
it came to the VGC, 
we told Ms. Johnson 
that there needed to 
be a place after school 
where students could 
relieve themselves 
of thoughts of school 
and relax for two 
hours before going 
home to do more 
work. She under-
stood completely and 
allowed the club to 
pass her inspection. 
Remember that this 
step should not scare 
anyone. Ms. Johnson 
is very understanding, 
and given a less hectic 
schedule, she will 
meet with you when 
she can. Your case 
should not be taken 
lightly, your will have 
a good reason for the 

club, a week of the 
day to meet (given 
weekly meetings), and 
hours, as well as other 
information pertain-
ing to whatever club 
you want to found. 
Once you are given 
the confirmation from 
the principal, you are 
ready to move onto 
step 4, but mind you, 
this step may take 
longer than expected 
if there is some detail 
not to Ms. Johnson’s 
liking, which may 
need changing and 
confirming at a latter 
date.
 • Once 
everything is ready 
to go, you begin your 
recruiting step. This 
might the best step, 
but it also might be 
the worst. This is 
where your club may 
get the bump or the 
“crush.” Do not get 
discouraged, though, 
the common mini-
mum for attendance is 
usually about 10 stu-
dents, which should 
not be too difficult. 
This step usually 
takes a decent amount 
of advertisement. 

Posters work rather 
well, and the occa-
sional announcement 
from Ms. Johnson 
draws some attention 
too. Your first meeting 
(explained further in 
Step 5) is where you 
get to see how many 
people take to your 
club favorably. Some-
times, response to 
your club might high, 
and would require you 
to cut down on the 
number of applicants 
because your club has 
a limit to the number 
of members. In this 
case, consider some 
sort of application 
process to distinguish 
between people who 
belong and those who 
might be better some-
where else. Once you 
have enough mem-
bers, the last step is 
ready to be pursued.
 • This 
last step is really more 
of the commencement 
of the club. It starts 
with the first day of 
the club, and hope-
fully never ends. I 
am happy to say that 
the Video Game Club 
survived summer 

vacation and should 
be starting up 
sometime soon for 
its second year. The 
key to your club 
surviving is to keep 
the members en-
gaged by having fun 
or interesting activi-
ties. Sometimes in 
order to refresh the 
club something new 
might have to be 
added, or something 
changed. At the 
VGC, the Game-
cube worked well, 
but the club experi-
ence was enhanced 
once we had to Wii. 
In short, it may 
not be the easiest 
undertaking when 
trying to found a 
club at school, but 
with a little perse-
verance you will 
find that is worth 
it down the road. 
With the founding 
of a club (which 
also looks great on a 
college application, 
by the way) you 
will be able to add 
some substance to 
a somewhat lacking 
school environment.

The Five Steps to Starting a BSGE Club
by Adam Popper


