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Spring P-T Conferences 
March 29th and 30th.
Spring Semester Parent Teacher Conferences 
are scheduled for Thursday March 29th, 
from 5:00-8:00PM and Friday March 30th, 
from 12:00-3:00PM.

Helping Hands Project 
Updates 
Ms. McCabe’s 9th grade advisory collected 
the most cans of any advisory in the Help-
ing Hands Canned Food drive though the 
overall school collection was down from last 
year.
Advisories also raised $762.15 for the 
Magdalene Scholarship Fund and Nothing 
But Nets.  The money will be support over 
two dozen scholarships in South Africa and 
to purchase malaria nets in southern and 
central Africa.
Advisories are currently raising money 
in the Helping Hands Pennies for Patients 
drive.
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 BSGE’s middle school stu-
dents finished 4th in the Museum 
of Math Queens Math Competition 
on Tuesday, March 13th.  The math 
competition open to 7th and 8th 
graders across Queens took place in 
Queens College. Sponsored by Mu-
seum of Math (which is set to open 
in Manhattan later this year) and 
Con Edison, the competition accepted 
one team of 5 students (including 
both grades) from each participating 
middle school. BSGE’s team won 4th 
place out of the 25 schools involved.
The contest consisted of 3 rounds – 
one individual round, and two group 
rounds – all in the form of a test, but 
in level 2, the whole team worked 
together to solve the problems, and in 
level 3, students were mixed up with 
students from other schools. Each 
round had a time limit. “This com-
petition is about thinking creatively,” 
Mr. Mehan says. “But it is also about 
thinking efficiently.”
 Almost 70 BSGE students 
from 7th and 8th grade signed up 

to try out for this competition. The 
math teachers (Mr. Heine, Mr. Mehan, 
and Ms. Tambouratzi) organized an 
in-house test to determine who would 
proceed to the team. The test was the 
first individual round of last year’s 
contest. “I’m pretty sure we could have 
passed it with the knowledge we have 
gained over the years,” Yuchen Jin said. 
“It was doable.” Others felt differently. 
“The test was difficult,” Christian Trotti 
explained. “It required me to apply my 
understanding to new levels.” 
After the first round, the group was 
narrowed down to 11 students. An-
other in-house test took place, and the 
final 5 students were decided – Justin 
Hamlin ’17, Kyle Ni ’17, Tracy Zheng 
’16, Risa Parham ’16, and Maya Juman 
’16.
 On Tuesday, March 13th, the 
BSGE math team headed to Queens 
College, and spent a day competing 
against many other middle schools, in-
cluding Russell Sage, the United Nations 
International School, and more. On the 
day of the competition, the team was a 
bit scared. “I’m a little nervous,” said 
Justin Hamlin. However, Mr. Mehan, 
who accompanied the team to Queens 

College, was confident. “I’m very 
excited,” he said. “We’re going to do 
great.” Mr. Heine also felt the same 
way. “I think we’ll do fine. We teach 
high school math here, so they are well 
prepared.”
 The students spent a full day at 
Queens College, participating in activi-
ties organized by the Museum of Math, 
taking the tests, and reviewing the 
solutions. During the lunch break, the 
team discussed how they felt they did. 
“We are probably going to rank in the 
top half of the schools,” Risa Parham 
said. After a tiebreak round, the award 
ceremony took place.
 BSGE ranked 4th out of all the 
middle schools participating, and the 
team brought back a trophy and med-
als. MS 67 won first place. In addition 
to the team award, two members of the 
group, Kyle Ni and Justin Hamlin, won 
2nd and 3rd place respectively in the 
individual awards. The team was happy 
with how they represented the school. 
“I’m so proud of how we did,” Mr. 
Mehan said. Mr. Heine added, “Con-
sidering this is the first time BSGE has 
ever participated in this contest, we did 
really well.”

BSGE Students at the Queens Math Competition held at Queens College. From left to right, 8th graders, Tracy Zheng, 
Maya Juman, Risa Parham, 7th graders, Justin Hamlin and Kyle Ni. Photo Credit: Mo Math Staff

BSGE’s “Lady Sting” softball team began 
their first pre-season practice of the year 
recently. The all girls team are having a few 
changes to start off their season such as new 
players, and some old ones leaving. Some 
new players added to the team are Ariel 
Taub ‘14, Ashley Narvais ‘12, Jade Ashley 
Thomas ‘13 and a few others.  Although 
many Seniors that graduated in June have 
left the team, the “stingers” are still keep-
ing up with practice and are determined 
for their next game. The team practices 
in BSGE’s cafegymatorium every Monday, 
Wednesday, and Thursday after 8th period, 
coached by Virge Ramos and assistant coach 
Steve Witting. Their schedule for the Spring 
season games are already posted on the PSAL 
website.

Lady Sting Softball 
Season Starts 3/21

BSGE Finishes 4th in Queens Math 
Competition
MAYA JUMAN ‘16

Mr. Sheridan’s 10th 
Graders’ Self Portraits 
Now in the Main Lobby
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Letters to the Editor
Dear BACCRag,

 In response to your article, “Breaking Dawn 
Part 1 Movie Review,” I would just like to say a job 
well done. I was forced to watch the first movie with 
my younger sister and was forced to test my belief that 
there is a reason for everything. It was the worst movie 
that I have ever seen and I expect Breaking Dawn was 
worse. I am guessing that you are a Harry Potter fan 
as well and I agree with that too. I also expect that [JK 
Rowling] was crying because she had lost faith in the 
power of human creativity. All I have to say is that you 
should have been a bit harder on them, but overall, a 
job well done.

     Luis Gomez

 I liked the article “Six Years of the French 
Language.” I now understand why Mr. Rajiv does what 
he does. I like the fact that Mr. Rajiv speaks to us only 
in French because it really forces the students to learn. 
The article was great and really explained a lot.

    Anonymous

Dear BACCRag,

 I really liked your “Teacher of the Month: Mr. 
Jim Heine” article. I have always seen him around 
the school and across from Mrs. Nikkolos’s room. He 
always looks very friendly. After learning about him, 
I couldn’t wait to get him as a teacher. Reading his 
interview was a lot of fun and funny. I would like to 
read another teacher interview.

    Rena Kitagawa

Dear BACCRag
 
 I read your review of “Breaking Dawn Part 1” 
and I thought that it was interesting. I am a fan of the 
Twilight series, but it was nice to see from a different 
perspective. I think that the review was well written, 
with facts to help support the opinion. I will always be 
a Twilight fan, but I think you did a good job trying to 
convince me.

   Sincerely,
    Rinni Sutanto

Left: 7th graders perform at the Winter Music 
Concert. Above: 9th graders perform with the 
band at the concert.
       Photo Credit: Daniela Reinsch

Word from the Real 
World: Jolijt Tamanaha
Before starting, I heard countless warnings about the 
difficulty of college.  I walked into my first class fully 
expecting a cruel, heartless professor and incredibly 
complicated work. After all, the favorite line of some 
BSGE teachers is: “In college, the professors won’t care 
about you at all.” 
 I’ve only had caring professors. Professor Wel-
man brought in doughnuts as a reward after the mid-
term. Professor Drury goes to our classroom 10 minutes 
early every day “just in case someone needs to talk.” 
Professor Farenthold held multiple hour-long meetings 
with every student; the first one was to get to know me 
and then the following meetings were to develop ideas 
and content for my final essay. Professor Bandy, who 
teaches an 80 person Macroeconomics lecture class, told 
us: “Don’t just study. Go have a little fun. Party. A B on an 
Intro to Macroeconomics midterm will have nothing to 
do with your career.”  
 I didn’t party at all. That same weekend I also 
had to write a 12-page paper (double spaced, don’t 
panic) and study for an International Politics midterm. 
But that amount of work isn’t anything new for an IB 
student from BSGE. There were weekends in high school 
that I spent all day in my house, slaving away, hunched 
over my Macbook. Last weekend, with the discipline I 
learned at BSGE, I got done what I had to get done and 
none of it was incredibly complicated. 
 In fact, in some ways college is easier. I’m tak-
ing classes I’m really interested in, which makes reading 
and writing assignments much more enjoyable. They’re 
classes I’ve chosen and that gives me a sense of duty; I 
put myself in them and it’s my responsibility to make 

sure I do well. I don’t go to nearly as many hours of 
school. My days start at 10am (except Thursday, when 
I don’t start until 11:30am). And a semester is only 13 
weeks long. 
 There are two elements to college that I’ll admit 
add difficulty. I have immense freedom. I can stay in 
my room and, while I will get emails from professors 
because they do care, no one will make me come out. I 
can party all night, every night, never study, and barely 
go to class and no one will stop me. 
 The second element is the higher stakes in-
volved. At BSGE, students don’t receive a GPA so a 4 in a 
class doesn’t seem like it’ll play a huge role in the bigger 
picture. But a C in college is a big deal. All of your work 
is crunched into one number and that number is how 
much you’re worth to employees. It’s the first thing they 
see and, like your SAT score, it usually can’t make you 
but it can break you. Unlike your SAT score, you don’t 
get a do over. 
 Don’t let that stop you. Afraid of material I was 
so sure would be over my head, I didn’t even look at the 
math section in the course booklet fall semester. This 
semester, I decided it was necessary to face my fears 
so I registered for Calculus II. It’s completely doable! 
Throughout most of my BSGE years, I thought I was 
terrible at math, but here I actually understand what’s 
going on. 
 To do well, the classes require work, but so 
do classes at BSGE. And just like the teachers at BSGE, 
your professors care about you. Take it from me: college 
won’t kill you.
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The 
reason 
why 
mil-

lions of people are now aware of 
SOPA and PIPA lies in powerful 
organizations’ strive to make the In-
ternet a free place. In fact, among the 
numerous organizations that joined 
the  strike on Wednesday, January 18 
was Wikipedia the Free Encyclopedia. 
Their goal was to get as many people 
as possible to become aware of the 
effects of SOPA and PIPA, should they 
be passed. Many other website giants 
have opposed it, like Facebook and 
Google.  SOPA stands for Stop Online 
Piracy Act; PIPA stands for Protect IP 
Act.
The reason why these bills were 
first proposed are seemingly noble: 
congress wants to stop copyright 
infringement. The power that they 
give to media companies is, however, 
outrageous. They are attributing 
them the power to shut down sites 
that so much as pose a threat to their 
business, regardless of whether they 
host copyrighted content. Instead of 
targeting the problem- those who 
produce pirated software-they are 
targeting people who might have 
nothing to do with this. Google, for 
example, is a search engine with 
an innumerable amount of links to 
websites and doesn’t censor their 
results to exclude websites that in-
fringe copyrights. This could lead to 
problems with the media companies 
and the government. 

SOPA & PIPA: 

What it Comprises
SOPA and PIPA are contentious bills 
circulating the minds of the US 
government, SOPA in the U.S. House 

of Representatives and PIPA in the 
U.S. Senate. Many people are against 
it because of what it requires from 
website owners. These bills require 
that website owners monitor their 
website content to make sure that 
they don’t link to websites that in-
fringe copyright. If  they don’t comply 
with these new rules, those domains 

will be censored on the internet. 
This poses a threat to open-source 
websites such as Wikipedia, where 
users write the content. This requires 
that, for Wikipedia, administrators 
closely monitor every website they 
link to in nearly 4 million pages with 
16,129,600 users writing content. 
Since the consequences of failing to 
conform to the rules may cause a 
website to be forced offline, an abuse 
of power may be at hand by the pow-
erful media companies.

SOPA (Stop Online Piracy Act)
The Original bill- The bill’s name 
might make you think that it is going 
to stop online piracy. It does, nev-
ertheless, battle websites that link 
to the pirated content, rather than 
eliminating the root of the problem: 
the actual piracy. Originally, what 
SOPA attempted to do was to block 
the domain name of the websites that 
“engage in, enable or facilitate” 
copyright infringement. To under-
stand how ineffective this is, one 
needs to know what a domain name 
really is. A domain name, such as 
wwwbuildawebsite.com is simply 
a representation of an IP (Internet 
Protocol) resource, a unique set 
of numbers assigned to either a 
personal computer used to access 
the Internet, a server computer 
hosting a website, or the website 
itself. If  this bill will block the do-
main name, the website will still be 
accessible via its actual address. For 
this inefficacy and the fact that many 
programmers had already found a 
way to circumvent the protocol by 
creating plugins that automatically 
redirect to the domain name’s IP 
Adress, this portion of the bill was 
eventually removed.
The Revised Bill The other part that 
still remains active is that the media 
copyright holders have the ability to 
cut the funding from websites that 
are deemed a copyright infringe-
ment threat. What is their funding 
source? Well they are funded by 
other, innocent, online businesses. 
This also entails links in search 
engines and advertisements and the 
like. They will all have to be re-

moved.

PIPA (Protect IP Act)
PIPA is slightly different. PIPA can 
only censor websites if  they actually 
have infringed copyrights by provid-
ing illegal content. This might prove 
troublesome because great internet 
sources like Wikipedia, which is basi-

cally user-generated content, will 
have to monitor the content they 
host. There are bills, however, that 
already protect the media’s rights. 
Copyright holders have the DMCA 
(Digital Millenium Copyright Act) 
at their disposition, which entitles 
them to request the removal of the 
content, or even sue for damages. 
 The overarching concept behind 
these two bills is, superficially, for a 
righteous cause. Upon further ex-
amination, these two bills’ effective-
ness is minimal because of the way 
in which they approach the problem 
of online piracy, penalizing hosts of 
links to websites that have copy-
righted content rather than battling 
the removal of the content, thereby 
inevitably causing outrage among 
big website companies that can be 
affected like Google (and their ser-
vices such as YouTube), Wikipedia, 
Facebook, causing the online chaos 

about these bills. In their endeavor 
to get people to speak out, Wiki-
pedia has seen positive results in 
conspicuously blacking out in sign 
of strike against SOPA and PIPA. 
They claim that their site was viewed 
162 million times. Eight million 
people followed their instructions 
to contact their representatives. The 
result? According to BBC, this led to 
eight lawmakers withdrawing their 
support for the bills.
 
 

Update 1/30/12:
Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid’s 
office recently released a statement 
declaring the the debate and vote for 
the Protect IP Act had been post-
poned. PIPA’s ferocity had been dis-
sipating in the past days, and more 
as more representatives are oppos-
ing the bills.

Source: www.wwwbuildawebsite.
com 

SOPA and PIPA Explained
ISAAC FARCIERT ‘14

Giants Super Bowl Victory 
Parade 
On February 5, 2012 the New York Giants won the Super 
Bowl. The following Tuesday, there was a parade in Man-
hattan in honor of the winning team, which ended with 
the football players on the team receiving the key to the 
city. Many Giants fans took a day off to watch the parade. 
BSGE students, as well as students across the city, decided 
to skip school and become a part of the crowds cheer-
ing the Giants on instead. Attendance rates in schools 
dropped throughout the city, even though it was still    
technically a full day. 
 While the missing students in BSGE were not as no-
ticeable as in other schools, there was still a good number 
of fans that decided to celebrate the Giants’ win. 

photo credit: Henry Schwartz 

The Buzz
Which deli do 
you prefer?

Adriana Georgiou ‘17-The corner deli, because it has 
more of a variety and sometimes it’s even cheaper.

Dierdre Rouse ‘17- The corner deli, because it has a 
better atmosphere.

Lenny Gonzalez ‘14- The corner deli, because they 
have crumb cake.

Federico Gnazzo ‘13- The deli across the street,         
because the lady there is nicer.

Katherine Tieu ‘15- The deli across the street because 
it’s cheaper, and Asians like cheaper things.

   compiled by Isabel Castro ‘14
   photo credit: Isabel Castro
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Reevaluating 
BSGE’s Summer 
Homework

Summer 
homework: The most dreaded assign-
ment for students everywhere. Although 
it’s supposed to prevent your brain from 
melting, who wants to work during time 
off from school? But with no Mathemat-
ics, Science or Language subjects assigned, 
book choices not everyone enjoys, and 
students rushing to finish it the last two 
weeks (and sometimes two hours) of 
vacation- does summer homework really 
help? The Board of Education does not 
require summer homework to 
be assigned for every school 
but encourages students to 
grow a love for reading and 
be challenged over the sum-
mer. John B. King Jr., Com-
missioner of the New York 
State Education Department, 
spoke about the importance 
of summer reading with “Sta-
tistics point to the disappoint-
ing loss of learning that takes place when 
young people are not in school during the 
summer. The effects of summer learning 
loss are especially dramatic for students 
from high-needs communities”.
 But BSGE students beg to dif-
fer. “I don’t think we should have sum-
mer homework. We work really hard 
the whole year, and we shouldn’t have 
to work even more during the sum-
mer. We have to have some free time for 
ourselves!” 9th grader, Nathalia Joshua 
stated. There have even been parents, 
teachers, professors, psychologists and au-
thors who are against summer homework 
as well. A New York Times article debate 
the crush of summer homework. Many 
seem to say that summer homework pre-
vents students from engaging in physical 
activity and that there isn’t a significant 
difference between reading and math skill 
losses from students who had summer 
homework and students that didn’t have 
summer homework.
It was argued that there is no reason for 
summer homework to be assigned for stu-
dents are still using their everyday math 
and reading skills in life such as reading 
a recipe or calculating a tip for a waiter. 
9th grader, Ricardo Torres commented, 
“I’m probably going to end up reading at 
some point. Whether it’s on Facebook, or 
something like 
that, I’m still 
reading, I’m 
still educating 
myself in some 
way so there’s 
no need for 
summer home-
work.”
BSGE’s summer 
homework for 
most grades 
consist of read-
ing books from 
a list of non-
fiction and fiction novels with books such 
as “A Tree Grows in Brooklyn” or “The 
Hot Zone” and writing double entries 
responding to the text. An argument was 
given that summer homework only makes 
students lives miserable over the summer, 
forcing them to read books they dislike. 
But there are mixed feelings on the book 
choices. Some students believe the books 

are boring, such as 9th grader Nathalia 
Joshua, who said, “There should be more 
books on the summer reading list that 
teens can relate to. Like more humor-
ous books, more fun books. The books 
I read this summer,  they were boring. 
Like Water for Elephants, A Tree Grows 
in Brooklyn... Those were boring! The 
books should be happy, because summer 
is a happy time!”  
Ms. Kumar, the 9th grade English teacher 
for BSGE described the goal of choosing 
summer books as finding “books that I 
think students will find engaging. That 

they’ll be able to read them 
over the summer and want 
to finish the book”. Sum-
mer homework books are 
not chosen by one single 
teacher but instead a group 
of teachers who give each 
other suggestions and 
also assign books students 
seemed to enjoy the years 
prior. Ms. Kumar contin-

ued to say, “I’d have a conversation with 
the other English teachers and ask if  it’s 
grade level appropriate, but sometimes 
what we do is that we just think about 
the issues brought up in the text, and 
whether or not that would interest a 
student, and also to make sure to offer a 
variety of genres”. 
BSGE’s summer homework may cover 
the English and Humanities subjects 
but Mathematics and Science still have 
not found their way into the homework 
yet. Mr. Heine, the BSGE Mathematics 
teacher for grades 8 and 10, shared his 
opinion of having Mathematics ne-
glected in students’ summer homework, 
commenting, “Although it is a setback 
that Math teachers have to review for 2 
months things students forgot over the 
summer which is a setback and takes 
time, if  we design and review our cur-
riculum properly then it should be a part 
of what we do.”
Assigning Mathematics and Science 
homework can also be difficult because 
every year students learn a different kind 
of Math and Science. Teachers can’t as-
sign homework that will give students a 
head start to the subject they’ll be learn-
ing in September. Without a teacher by 
their side, how will students be learning 
and know how to do the work? But when 

asked, students agreed 
that if  they could 
change the homework 
(having no homework 
wasn’t an option) then 
they would have an 
equal distribution for 
all school subjects for 
homework. 
As for language subjects 
there also is no home-
work assigned for this. 
But it is suggested that 
students should try to 
use their language skills 

over the summer, whether it’s using your 
Chinese in Flushing or using your Span-
ish to order that taco. There are so many 
opportunities of using your language 
skills in a place like New York City, 
known as “The Melting Pot.” Although 
students may not see the pros of summer 
homework, it is helpful whether we like 
it or not. 

LYDIA STETSON ‘15

Things to Look  Forward to in 2012

For those who believe that the world is ending, here are a few things to look for-
ward to before you die.
1) Betty White is 90. This is a remarkable step for the human race because
someone we all love isn’t dead yet.
2) The Summer Olympics. Every four years selected people from countries all
over the world come together to watch universally beloved sports and root for their 
favorite countries. We have to wait two more years to watch Curling though.
3) The Hunger Games movie is coming out. Thank You Jesus.
4) Twilight is ending. Hallelujah praise the Mayans.
5) For seniors, you’re going to college. Oh, how I envy you.
6) The Presidential Election. Yay to Article 1 Section 3  Amendments 15, 19, 24, 
and 26.
7) Hopefully we can see another Kardashian Wedding.
8) Solar Flare Activity is supposed to increase by a substantial amount. That means 
on one hand we might die (which is highly unlikely) and on the other we might get 
more Northern Light “shows” in the US.

MEGAN MEHTA ‘14

On January 20th, the side-
walks surrounding BSGE 
were painted white with 
flour; obvious evidence 
that the BSGE’s 9th grade 
flour babies had been dis-
posed of gruesomely. Flour 
trailed in front of the 
building to the deli and 
all the way down to the 
36th Street subway sta-
tion. What started out as 
a fun Health class project 
turned into careless acts 
of vandalism. In the past 
years, flour babies had 
been tossed outside the 
building but only about 
one each year. This year’s 
actions were definitely 
unprecedented.  
Freshman students walked 
around with deformed 
looking flour babies with 
trails of spilled flour on 
the hallway floors.  This 
year, only one Health class 
had received the Flour 
Baby project, as distrib-
uted by Mr. Powell, BSGE’s 
Gym/Health class teacher. 
The assignment was to 
carry around a 5 pound 
sack of flour, decorated to 
look like a real baby, for 
an entire week. Students 
had to carry the babies 
with them where ever they 
go, even to the facilities. 
The assignment would 
be graded by Mr. Pow-
ell occasionally giving a 
“check-up” on the babies 
by walking around and 

chasing down every Fresh-
man parent to see if  they 
had their babies on them.  
If  not, the students lost10 
points from their grade. 
When asked about the goal 
of this project, Mr. Powell 
replied, “The purpose of 
the project is that teenagers 
think they exist in a bubble 
and nothing bad will ever 
happen. So, having a flour 
baby can help them from 
having a rude awakening. 
So it gives students the op-
portunity to know how it 
would feel to be a parent.” 
Other high schools in New 
York and other states have 
different variations of this 
project, some schools have 
to carry around an egg for 
a whole week and some 
have to carry around a fake 
baby doll. But in the end, 
they all have the same goal 
which is to let teens get a 
taste of the responsibili-
ties of parenthood and to 
consider sexual choices 
carefully.  
Unfortunately the 9th 
grade class taking part 
in the flour baby project, 
took “getting rid of their 
babies” to a whole differ-
ent level. Freshman trashed 
their flour babies, smash-
ing them against walls and 
on the floor, taking part in 
flour fights. Students from 
other classes took part in 
these activities as well. But 
as every student in BSGE 
knows, anything you do 

will be known about and 
you will have to suffer the 
consequences. Ms. Johnson 
and Mr. Powell personally 
spoke with the mischievous 
class and made the agree-
ment that if  the persons 
involved with the acts of 
vandalism didn’t confess 
by the end of the day, the 
whole class would suffer. 
Ms. Johnson threatened 
the class with her forensic 
abilities that by using left 
over ripped flour packages 
and foot prints she would 
discover the culprits. But 
in the end, the students 
involved confessed and 
had to write up a report on 
what happened and were 
free to go. 
When asked on his opinion 
on everything that hap-
pened during these flour 
baby projects, Mr. Powell 
commented, “I know kids 
will be kids, so sometimes 
they’re going to do things 
that are a little immature 
but it was embarrassing for 
the community and it was 
the first time this happened 
at BSGE, so I was very dis-
appointed that it happened 
with that class”. Hope-
fully future 9th graders 
will learn from the upper 
classmen’s mistakes and 
perhaps make cookies out 
of their children instead 
of treating the pretend 
children they cared for like 
trash.

Some BSGE Flour Babies 
Met With Unfortunate End

BSGE.org Has a New Look!  

LYDIA STETSON ‘15

The school’s home page received its first major overhaul in years.  Check it out.
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Eighth Graders   
Reflect on School 
and Look Ahead

The 8th 
graders 
at BSGE 

feel that the 
workload hasn’t changed much since 
seventh grade. “I think it’s about the same 
amount of work as last year,” Eunice Kim 
said. Many students, however, feel that the 
work is more complex and difficult this 
year in school. Elbert Savinon explained, 
“It’s gotten harder in some aspects, es-
pecially math – there’s more explanation 
and more graphs.” 
 The students feel that they 
learned how to manage the work in 7th 
grade, and this helps them balance their 
schoolwork and other activities. “My life 
outside school is pretty chill and relaxed,” 
said Vivian Yan. When it comes to their 
social lives, the 8th graders said they had 
made new friends this year. “We were put 
into different streams this year so I did 
make some new friends.” Eunice pointed 
out. “I’ve also kept the same old friends,” 
added Nikola Mirkovic.
 One new thing 8th graders have 
to consider this year is which high school 
they will go to. Some students applied 
for other schools, including the Special-
ized High Schools. “When I came here I 
thought of this school as sort of a transi-
tion from my old school to a Specialized 
High School,” Vivian Yan explained. “I 
didn’t plan on staying here long term.” 
Those who did take the Specialized High 
School Admissions Test (SHSAT) are 
shooting for Stuyvesant and Bronx Sci-
ence. “It’s either I stay here, or go to Stuy.” 

Eunice said. Others, however, are sure 
that Baccalaureate is the right school for 
them. “I’m not thinking about any other 
school right now,” China Fox said.
 Most of the 8th graders are 
happy with their experience in BSGE. 
“BSGE has met my expectations because 
when I first heard of this school I knew 
it would be a challenge for me, and it 
has been that so far,” Elbert explained. 
“Everyone in my old school kept talkRe-
gardless of where they will attend high 
school, the students seemed to have 
enjoyed their time here so far. “I didn’t 
know much about the school when I ap-
plied, but now that I’ve been here for two 
years, I like it here,” Eunice said. Many 
8th graders compared BSGE to their pre-
vious school. “I felt like a caged bird in 
my old school. There wasn’t any freedom 
there,” said China. “It was a lot bigger, 
and I got lost a lot. There’s just a much 
friendlier environment here.”
 The students had a few words 
of advice for the current 7th graders, 
too. “Do your homework on the day 
it’s assigned, never the day before it is 
due,” Elbert suggested. Eunice added, “I 
wouldn’t leave essays and lab reports un-
til the day before they’re due.” Most 8th 
graders felt that procrastination was the 
biggest thing to avoid. “If  you tend to be 
a procrastinator, you should start doing 
your work earlier. If  you need extra help, 
get your work done earlier, too.” Vivian 
recommended. “Some people just start 
the day before it’s due. You should know 
where you are.”

MAYA JUMAN ‘16

BSGE is among many 
schools in New York, Con-
necticut, and New Jersey 
who are partnering up 
with schools in Montpe-
lier, France. Why? Because 
it is all part of an effort by 
the French Consulate in 
New York and the schools 
from the east coast and 
France to help 
foster com-
munication 
and mutual 
understand-
ing between 
students in both 
countries. Mon-
sieur Mahajan, 
BSGE’s French 
teacher, believes 
that “this in-
teraction will 
be beneficial to 
both schools. It 
will promote 
an exchange 
between the 
two cultures in which the 
students from BSGE will 
learn more about French 
culture while the students 
in France will learn more 
about American ideals. It 
will also help shun any 
stereotypes students in 
either school may have 
about the other’s culture.”

 11th and 9th 
grade French classes at 
BSGE have begun commu-
nicating with 2 different 
schools: Le Collège La 
Garriguette in the town 
Vergèze near Montpel-
lier by the Mediterra-
nean sea, and Le Collège 
Jean-Jacques Rousseau, 
just outside 
of Paris. The 
latter is part-
nering with 
section 11-2. 
This whole 
project started 
with pen pal 
letters written 
in the target 
language. In 
the letters, 
students from 
both grades 
in BSGE 
introduced themselves 
and talked about their 
interests in school and 
out of school. The initial 
response has been positive. 
Madame Marie-Virginie 
Vollmer, a teacher at Le 
Collège La Garriguette, 
said that she and her class 
were very surprised by 
how well and professional 
the BSGE french letters 

were written. Soon 
after, they sent their 
responses written in 
English. 

 It only took a 
while until the project ex-
panded into a video of each 
representative class. “Not 
only are BSGE’s French 
students participants of this 
project, but they are also 
ambassadors representing 
New York and American 

Culture,” Monsieur Maha-
jan said. The french classes 
then commenced filming 
themselves, discussing very 
general things. All students 
were filmed and after re-
viewing the video, Mon-
sieur Mahajan posted them 
up on a website named 
“Mon École Transatlan-
tique” or My Transatlantic 
School in English. Here, 
schools from both France 
and America put videos of 
their representative classes 
and to communicate with 
other schools. Marcos Del-
gado ‘15 said that: “I felt 
it was a good experience 
but weird at first because 
we had to be on cameras 

and videos and speak an 
other language over video. 
But overall, it was really 
fun and I enjoyed this ex-
change.”
 
         With this interac-
tion between both schools, 
students should be able to 
increase their knowledge 
of the language, such as 
French/American idioms 

with grammatical improve-
ment and an increased 
vocabulary. By commu-
nicating more often, both 
parties will hopefully gain 
confidence when speaking 
to other French-speaking 
or English-speaking people. 
Mr. Rajiv believes, judging 
from what he understands 
about his students, that 
“they will prove to inter-
act well with the French 
students by acting respon-

sible and kind. 
Nada Bourara 
‘13 said, “I find 
it to be both 
an educational 
and intrigu-
ing experience 
because, as I 
look forward to 
hearing more 
from my fellow 
pen pals I also 
look forward 
to broaden-
ing my culture 
awareness and 
expanding my 
multilingual 

knowledge of the French-
speaking world.” The inter-
action and understanding 
of one an other’s culture 
will definitely prove to be 
beneficial beyond academ-
ics because the student 
may become more aware 
of the world around them, 
and its diversity. This will 
be greatly improved if  the 
relationship between the 
schools turn out to be long-
termed.

  When reading 
the letters and viewing 
the videos from BSGE, the 
French students were very 
surprised with the amount 
of diversity in the classes. 

They were amazed 
at seeing so many 
different cultures 
in one classroom. 
People from all 
over the world, 
India, Roma-
nia, Argentina, 
England, Ecuador, 
Japan, and so on, 
in just one room.  
They never saw 
something like 
this, even some of 
the teachers were 

amazed as well. Monsieur 
Mahajan’s next move? He 
will start with student-to-
student interviews, and 
then hopefully move on to a 
livestream communication 
between schools via Skype. 
At the looks of it, this proj-
ect will only expand, with 
more interaction between 
the schools, and long last-
ing partnership.

Virtual  Exchange 
in French Class at 
BSGE
RICARDO AGUAYO ‘13 
and CHRISTOPHER 
BIRSAN ‘15

“‘Not only are BSGE’S 
French students par-
ticipants, but they are 
also ambassadors rep-
resenting New York 
and American cul-
ture.’”

BSGE Donates a
Record 39 Pints of 
Blood
BSGE held its annual Blood Drive in conjunction with the New York 
Blood Center on February 16th.  The BSGE community contributed a 
school record 39 pints of blood.  The blood is separated into its com-
ponent parts and distributed around the New York area to patients and 
hospitals.  Though many in our community were enthusiastic to donate, 
the Blood Center has strict criteria for donation.  Prospective donors can 
be disqualified if they are under 16 years of age (the majority of BSGE 
students), don’t meet certain height weight requirements, are ill, on cer-
tain medications, among other restrictions.  See nybloodcenter.org for 
more information.
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The 2012 Primary Election
Meet the 
Candidates

Ron Paul
Health Care: 
Remove government influ-
ence in health care.
Taxes:
 Lower Taxes
Immigration/Citizenship:
Crackdown on illegal im-
migrants and secure the 
border. Protecting legal 
immigrants.
Abortion:

Pro-Life
Same Sex Marriage:
Does not believe in same-
sex marriage
Marijuana: 
Supports medical mari-
juana, but believes states 
should decide
Iran/nuclear weapons:
Wants America to only 
go to war with a clear 
mission

Newt Gingrich
Health Care:
Plans to repeal Obama’s 
healthcare. Supports 
private health insurance, 
where the businesses are 
not responsible for people’s 
health insurance.
Taxes:
Would make permanent 
Bush-era individual in-
come tax cuts; eliminate 
the capital gains tax; re-
duce the corporate income 
tax rate.

Immigration/Citizenship:
Wants English to be the 
official language of the 
US.
Abortion:
Pro-Life
Same Sex Marriage:
Is not a supporter
Marijuana: 
Does not support legaliza-
tion of marijuana
Iran/nuclear weapons:
Should set up operation 
to disrupt Iranian nuclear 
program

Election Vocabulary
Absentee Voting: A way people can vote when
they can’t get to their polling place. They vote on
a special form and mail it in.

Closed Primary: A primary in which voters can
only vote for candidates in the party they are
registered in. Prevents members of other parties
from “crossing over” to influence the nomination
of an opposing party’s candidate.

Congressional Districts (CD): A political subdivision
in which the nation is divided for the
purposes of elected U.S. Representatives. Each
district contains about 570,000 people.

Delegate: An individual who is appointed to
represent others.

Electoral College: A body of electors chosen by
the voters in each state to elect the President and
Vice President of the U.S. The number of electors
in each state is equal to its number of representatives
in both houses of the U.S. Congress.

Exit Poll: A poll taken of a small percentage of
voters as they leave the polls, used to forecast the
outcome of an election or determine the reasons
for voting decisions.

Federal Election Commission (F.E.C.): A
commission that oversees federal campaigns,
founded in 1974.

Gerrymander: The dividing of a state, county,
etc., into election districts so as to give one
political party a majority in many districts while
concentrating the voting strength of the other
party into as few districts as possible.

Hype: Slang for political ads (e.g. slick short TV
commercials).

Landslide: An election in which a particular

victorious candidate or party receives an overwhelming
mass or majority of votes.

Mudslinging: Negative, often personal, frequently
inaccurate, or exaggerated attacks of the
opposition.

Nominee: The person chosen by a political party
to serve as its representative in a general election.

Office-Block Ballot: A ballot on which the candidates
are listed alphabetically, with or without
their party designations, in columns under the office
for which they were nominated. Also called
a “Massachusetts” ballot.

Open Primary: A primary in which voters can
vote for either party, regardless of which party
they are registered in.

Platform: A public statement of the principles,
objectives, and policy of a political party, especially
as put forth by the representatives of the
party in a convention to nominate candidates for
an election.

Primary: A meeting of the voters of a political
party in an election district for nominating
candidates for office and choosing delegates for
a convention.

Running Mate: A presidential candidate will
choose another individual to run for vicepresident.
This person is the candidate’s running
mate.

Spin: The presentation of information that is
biased to favor the candidates. Advisors to the
candidates may engage in ‘spin’ in their communications
to the media.
Source: www.teachervision.com

Rick Santorum
Health Care:
Remove government in-
volvement
Taxes:
Lower taxes across the 
board
Immigration/Citizenship:
Supported border fence 
and limitations on citizen-

ship for illegal immigrants
Abortion:
Pro-Life
Same Sex Marriage:
Against same sex marriage
Marijuana: 
Against legalization
Iran/nuclear weapons:
Believes Iranian nuclear 
scientists are enemies

Mitt Romney
Health Care:
Give the states responsibil-
ity
Taxes:
Cut individual and corpo-
rate taxes
Immigration/Citizenship:
Secure border, but encour-
age skilled immigrants
Abortion:

 Pro-life
Same Sex Marriage:
Against same sex marriage
Marijuana: 
Against legalization
Iran/nuclear weapons:
Increase military presence 
in Iran to ensure they 
do not develop nuclear 
weapons

Super Tuesday Election Results
On Tuesday, March 6, ten states held elections for the Republican primary. Mitt Romney won in a majority of the 
states, but it is still a close race, especially between Mitt Romney and Rick Santorum.

Idaho
Winner:Romney
Percentage: 62%

Alaska
Winner: Romney
Percentage: 32%

Gerogia
Winner: Gingrich
Percentage: 47%

Massachusetts
Winner:Romney
Percentage: 72%

North Dakota
Winner: Santorum
Percentage: 40%

Ohio
Winner: Romney
Percentage: 38%

Oklahoma
Winner: Santorum
Percentage: 34%

Tennessee
Winner: Santorum
Percentage: 37%

Vermont
Winner:Romney
Percentage: 40%

Virginia
Winner: Romney
Percentage: 60%
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Teacher of the Month:
Ms. Linda Ellman

Why did you become a teacher?
 I became a teacher because I really thought 
that History was a good way to make people to think 
about all kinds of big ideas and a way to think about 
the world. I have a passion for History and I thought I 
would want to talk to young people about that. Also I 
think that schools are very important places for young 
people and adults.And I wanted to make a very hu-
mane institution for a small school like this.

Did you plan on working in an IB school?
 No, this is my second school, but both times I 
worked originally for Bill, the old principal 
and so I didn’t know that much about the 
IB but when he first started talking about 
it, I thought it was a really good idea. 
Having an IB school that is for all, not just 
for the top track, which I thought was a 
really good idea. It’s been great watch-
ing, I’ve been here since the beginning. 
So I find that I’ve been very pleased at the 
way we’ve been able to make it work, 7 
through 12.

What did you do before you were a 
teacher?
 Well, I started [teaching] when 
I was pretty old, so I’ve done all kinds of 
things. I worked as an administrator for 
a History program at Hunter College, I 
taught adult education, I was a parent 
coordinate in my kids’ school, I worked as 
an administrator in a hospital, I worked 
in a women’s organization for a while, so 
I’ve done lots of different things and then 
I realized that I have this passion for His-
tory and I tried thinking about whether I 
wanted to teach and I became a teacher, 
after doing lots of different things.

What was your focus during college? 
 Well, to be honest with you, I definitely 
thought, my major was Psychology but I was much 
more interested in social movements and I was in-
volved, that time the war in Vietnam was going on, 
and I was really active in the student movement. And 
before that when I was in high school I was really in-
volved in the Civil Rights Movement. I went to college, 
interested in college, I was a good student but I was 
also really interested in the movements. So, while I had 
a major I was much more interested in trying to figure 
out how to make people think about big issues, just 
like I do here.

Did you take the things you learned and talked about 
as an activist in the things you teach as a History 
teacher?
 Absolutely, because History is all about de-
mocracy. But one of the things we do in 11th grade 
with me, we work on the definition of democracy, so 
for me that’s an important thing to me for every hu-
man: to have their own definition of democracy and 
to live up to their beliefs. So I feel that there’s a very 
close connection between my student movement stuff 
and when my kids were in elementary school, I really 
didn’t like the school they were in, so I helped start a 
new public school that I thought was a better school. 
That’s where I was parent coordinator, so that’s how I 
got to see how parents and teachers in my community 
worked together to get a school going.

How old were your kids when you helped put the 
school together?
 Well, I had one 1st grader and another child 
in the 4th grade. And particularly the 1st grader 
wasn’t flourishing and it wasn’t a good school, it 
wasn’t a bad school but it wasn’t a good school. I knew 
that kids need better schools and it turned out in my 
neighborhood, the PTA and other people, the school 
administration were all concerned as well, they were 
interested, and we worked together to lay pressure 
on the system and we started a school that now goes 
K-12. And it’s been around for 20 years. 

What do you do outside of school?
 Well, I like to read History books, I like to 
hike...
Where do you hike?
 I hike mostly in the mountains of Massachu-
setts, that’s my most common place to go. That’s my ] 
favorite activity to do, hiking, but I also like kayaking. 
I actually own a kayak. The kayak doesn’t fit in my 
apartment so we have it stored up in Massachusetts. 

What do you like to do with your daughters and 
family?
 We all love hiking, my kids are in their 30s, 
but when they were little kids, we used to camping 
and hiking a lot, and visiting friends and relatives. 

Do you do any mother-daughter activities today?
 I am very close with my daughters, one of 
them is a middle school teacher, but I wasn’t a teacher 
when she was a little kid. And another one is an en-
vironmental scientist. But we like to have parties and 
cook. I have a little house but we put lots of people in 
it. 

You’ve been teaching 11th grade for the past few years 
but now you’re teaching 8th grade. What are the dif-
ferences of teaching high school History and 8th grade 
Humanities?
 That’s a great question. Well I think its im-
portant to talk about the similarities, and I think that 
both 8th graders and 11th graders are good at think-
ing about important ideas. In this school, I’m always 
surprised how people are so good at group work and 
work with their group to figure out what they think, 
and I think both grades are good at that, the frustrat-
ing thing about 8th graders is that we can’t use as 
many complicated readings in the text, so you can’t get 
as in depth as when you read stuff that’s more compli-
cated. So often we try to read two different things on 
the same topic but I think the world is a complex place 
and I think general, history tends to simplify things 
that are usually confusing. Because, when you say, this 
is the cause and this is the effect, when there are actu-
ally multiple things acting on each other, and it’s hard 
to capture that. That’s probably my biggest frustration 
with teaching History, is that we have to make general-
izations on things that are complicated, but it’s harder 
to do that in 8th grade because you cant find good 
enough readings. 

What are the biggest changes/differences in the at-
titudes and maturity levels of teaching 8th graders and 
11th graders?
 11th graders in general are much more clear 
that they want to do well in BSGE so they can work on 
their futures. But there are many 8th graders who feel 
that way too, there are 8th graders that aren’t serious, 
but I think they’re great.

Since you’ve been here since the very beginning, what 
was BSGE like in the early years?
 It was chaotic. I mean the place itself wasn’t 
chaotic it’s just that there were no rituals, no routines. 
Oh, when will we do periodic assessments? When do 
we hand out report cards? What should the report 
card look like? What rewards were there for Seniors? 
What does a personal project want to look like? How 
should we make the periodic assessments? What 
should the extended essays be like? A lot of the early 
students often thought they were guinea pigs, they 
would say, “what are you doing to us?” but I think it 
was actually good for them. Everyone was so excited. 
That was contagious. Also another thing is that we all 
fit in the building. There was extra space. Not all the 

classrooms were being used. So it was real-
ly kind of relaxed, the hallways were quiet. 
But now getting around the halls can be 
really frustrating. But in the very first year 
we were in another school that didn’t want 
us, and it was very unplaesent. So coming 
here was very exciting. And because it was 
a renovated building and there were lock-
ers, it was very exciting by the resources 
here. We had a lot of laptops and so now 
we don’t think we had quite enough, but 
back then we felt the resources were really 
wonderful. 

I guess having us move to our own build-
ing added to our idea of BSGE that we’re a 
family. 
 Yeah, I think so. Kids come back 
because they want to tell us that they had 
a good experience here and that they 
were well prepared which really makes 
me happy but they also make really good 
friends here and that’s really good. I think 
it’s important that the IB has made their 
college lives easier, giving them more 
credits and helping them save money. But 
the thing that upsets me is that we don’t 

have a gym. It upsets me that when you renovate a 
school you don’t add a gym. There are other buildings 
in NYC that don’t have gyms but that wouldn’t happen 
in a suburban school, which really makes me mad. But 
there are kids who would really like more sports, and 
it would be good to do that, because part of IB is get-
ting action hours, and that would make it easier. That’s 
the part that upsets me.

What have the biggest changes been?
 The biggest changes is our confidence. We 
now know how to do everything. We know how to 
help a kid get the IB diploma, and that some where be-
tween 50% maybe a bit more always gets the diploma, 
we have a very high graduation rate, people stay in 
college because they’re well prepared, those kind of 
outcomes are different for me because it lets us know 
that we can do this. And that’s a big change because 
from the beginning, we didn’t know! Because most 
IB schools are like a top track, and we decided not to 
do that, sometimes we torture you, we give too much 
work.

What’s your favorite restaurant in NYC?
 There’s a Mexican restaurant in my neighbor-
hood called Fonda, it’s a great restaurant.

What are some things you hope to accomplish or do in 
the near future, outside of work?
 I would like to live in a society where there 
are no wars. That really upsets me how the United 
States continues to get into one war after another. And 
I’ve worked on that before, and I’m working on that 
now, trying to make a policy for the United States that 
there are no wars. I’m also very worried about the en-
vironment. But I also think an important thing about 
life is having fun. Going outdoors, going to parks, one 
of the things that I love about New York is that there 
are so many wonderful parks right in the city, you 
don’t have to leave the city. You guys have great parks 
in Queens, Brooklyn has great parks, we have this 
wonderful place called the Brooklyn Botanical Gar-
dens, so part of the things I like to do is be outside.

LYDIA STETSON ‘15
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    Entertainment
Megan 
and Ana

with

“ The fault, dear Brutus, is not in our stars,
But in ourselves, that we are underlings.”  Shakespeare

John Green is capable of flustering with 
emotions in a way that a person you are not 
closely associated with usually cannot. He 
clearly demonstrates this in his new novel, 
“The Fault in Our Stars,” by sending emo-
tions of excitement, sorrow, hysteria and 
maybe even depression our way. The novel 
is a mixture of three major feelings: Happy, 
Sad, and Extremely Sad (yes there’s a differ-
ence.) The sad moments are not as deep as 
the extremely sad moments; they might get a 
pitiful “Aw,” out of you, but doesn’t compare 
to the extremely sad feeling in which Green 
goes in depth about death and the charac-
ters’ perceptions of it and experiences with 
it.
The novel is told from the perspective of a 
sixteen-year old girl with terminal cancer. Her mother 
decides to put her in a support group with other people 

her age that have to go through the same thing, in hopes 
that she might make a friend and live her life like a “nor-
mal” teenage girl. Of course, normality isn’t something 
Hazel seems to care about at this point; it is what it is. 
At support group, Hazel meets this boy named Augus-
tus Waters who, like his name is completely and utterly 
enthralling. The story truly begins here, preparing the 

reader to go on theoreti-
cal and literal journey with 
Hazel and Augustus.
The character of Augustus 
Waters is also quite inter-
esting. He’s very similar to 
Holden Caulfield from the 
book “Catcher in the Rye.” 
Holden is a boy that lives in 
New York but was sent off 
to boarding school by his 
parents. He hated it there, it 
wasn’t a place of happiness, 
but nothing really was for 
him. He managed to get him-
self expelled, but didn’t tell 
his parents. He wandered the 
streets of New York aimless-
ly, doing whatever he wanted 

whenever he wanted. But like many others, his fearless 
“whatever” attitude shielded many of his insecurities 

(so did his red hunting hat.) His red hunting hat was a 
source of comfort for him. He always put it on when he 
was insecure or scared. Similarly Augustus Waters puts 
an unlit cigarette in his mouth when frightened or per-
plexed. He doesn’t light it because, and this is extremely 
clever on John Green’s part, “it’s a metaphor. You put the 
killing thing right between your teeth, but you don’t give 
it the power to do its killing.”
The whole book contains a refreshing dose of reality, 
although it seems cruel and heartless. Green doesn’t 
strive for a happy ending; he completely veers off in the 
opposite direction, trying to stay in line with reality as 
much as possible. The whole story is kind of like a love 
story, minus the gushy stereotypical nonsense. This is not 
the Notebook. John Green is not Nicholas Sparks. One 
might say he is better because his characters and the 
characters’ attributes are pretty realistic. He makes you 
feel what the characters seem to feel, which is an element 
of great novels.
Green shows his understanding of both adults and teen-
agers in a successful attempt to merge the two worlds 
into one in his novel. You have the actions of a teenager 
and the thoughts of a highly educated adult. Which is be-
lieved to be a perfect balance. Green chooses to challenge 
the reader to help them both feel and understand rather 
than laying out what they must feel and must understand.

MEGAN MEHTA ‘14

“The Fault in Our Stars” Book Review

2012: It’s the End of the World (Maybe)
The idea of the apocalypse is everywhere- the news, in 
movies, in lame Facebook groups. There’s even a web-
site with a countdown clock on it. According to some-
one, somewhere, in some time period a really long time 

ago, the world will end in December of this year. This claim isn’t based in science, or 
religion, or in anything that makes remotely any sense at all. 
Apparently, the Mayan calender stopped in 2012, which gives 
everyone a reason to lose their cool and think the world is 
ending. For all we know, the Mayans just got lazy and decided 
“Ehh, they can take it from there”. Or maybe they just wanted 
to mess with us, like “LOL I bet the idiots in the future will think 
the world ends if  we just stop the calendar here”. You sneaky 
Mayans.
        There isn’t any specific reason or way the world is gonna 
end. There were many rumors, like the sun’s gonna explode, 
random natural disaster will suddenly take place all over the 
world, Justin Bieber’s gonna get a hair cut and cause the mass 
suicide of millions of Beliebers, etc etc. None of these theories 
are really supported by facts. There is no actual evidence to sug-
gest that any of this will A. actually happen or B. kill us.
One idea is that sudden solar flares emitted from the sun will 
reach our mother planet and, well, fry us. But according to 
scientists (you know, people who actually study these things 
for a living), it is unlikely, and by unlikely I mean pretty impos-

sible, that the sun will actually produce flares strong enough to kill us all. There will be 
solar flares this year, don’t get me wrong, but the worst thing that’ll happen is that you 
might lose Internet connection for a while. But maybe that is the end of the world for 
some of you.
Another fantastically thought-out theory is that an unknown planet, Planet X, or 

Nibiru, to be more exact, will collide with the earth and, again, 
kill us all. But sadly for whoever came up with this idea, and 
amazing for the rest of us, Planet X doesn’t exist. NASA said it 
themselves. Good luck arguing with them.
There’s also one that says that the Earth’s mantle will shift dras-
tically, causing stuff to happen. Nothing in particular, really. Just 
stuff. You might remember this claim from the movie 2012, in 
which the Earth’s core did shift, and stuff did happen, but just 
because it happens in movies doesn’t mean it’ll happen in real 
life. Shocking, I know.
So to sum it up, we won’t be dying at the end of this year, the 
sun won’t explode, and while Justin Bieber may or may not get 
a hair cut, I doubt it will have any significant effect on the vast 
majority of society. And to really sum it up this time, here’s a 
John Green quote: “Always deny the apocalypse. You’ll usually 
be right, and when you’re wrong, there’ll be no one around to 
say I told you so”.
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