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Adrien Carrere and Auset Alexander prepare to preform with We Live Alone at the Haiti Relief Concert.
Photo credit: Amy Augello

‘Colidge is gewd’ says 
one BSGE senior

Jolijt 
Tamanaha ‘11

Bsge Rocks the 
Cafeteria for Haiti

Jolijt 
Tamanaha ‘11

BSGE Fist 
Pumped At IB 
SHORE 
BSGE students and their 
guests certainly seemed 
to have captured the spirit 
of the Jersey Shore at the 
dance on May 7th. IB 
Shore was hosted by the 
Sophomore and Junior 
Councils and DJ’ed by DJ 
Sanity. Over 160 students 
showed up to party, most 
with Ed Hardy hats or 
shirts. One seventh grader 
got a Jersey Shore style 
haircut just for the occa-
sion. IB Shore followed 
an equally exciting spirit 
week. The spirit week days 
were Moody Monday, 
Twin Tuesday, Rep Your 
Country Wednesday, Rock 
Your Grade Thursday and 
IB Shore Friday.

 Up until a few 
minutes before the show 
began, it was unclear 
whether or not the BSGE 
Haiti Relief Concert would 
be a success. However, it 
quickly became apparent, 
when the people started 
pouring in, that the BSGE 
Haiti Committee had done 
a great job. A solid 50 tick-
ets were sold before hand 
and another $400 was made 

at the door. Over $800 was 
raised and every dollar is 
going directly to Haiti. 
 The show opened 
with rappers Kalil Suber 
and Steve Sanchez. Help-
ing Hands members, Marta  
Checko and Elias Friaja 
introduced the show and 
explained that now was an 
important time to do the 
concert because Haiti has 
fallen out of most people’s 
attention. Then Pamela 
Reyes sang and Andy Ca-
tucci played guitar to Ingrid 

Michelson’s “Take Me As I 
Am.” Heajin Kim followed 
with a poetry reading and 
then it was back to rapping 
with Sheik and Bradley. 
Marta Checko changed up 
the mood by playing piano. 
BSGE alumni Idan Zaitsev, 
Micheal Ursu, and Jehan 
Shams came back to play 
under the name “Epic Epi-
leptic.” Virge Ramos sang 
“Man in the Mirror” and 
after that Peter Murray, 
Philip Ortiz and Pamela 
Reyes joined Virge to play 

“Everything You Want.” 
After intermission the 
screamo/heavy metal band 
“Cupid Painted Blind” per-
formed complete with head 
banging. Then BSGE’s two 
homegrown bands, We Live 
Alone and Into the Moon 
performed. Spirit Squad 
closed the show with a per-
formance of “We Are the 
World.” 
 BSGE has col-
lected thousands of water 
bottles  for Haiti as part of 
its campaign.

 Describing the 
college application process 
as “stressful” is a major 
understatement. Students 
work on applying to college 
from the middle of junior 
year to January of senior 
year and most hear back by 
the beginning of April. In 
early May, The Bacc Rag 
surveyed the class of 2010 
to gauge how successful 
BSGE is in helping its stu-

dents apply to college. In 
response to the survey Ms. 
Johnson said that she hopes 
students answered “truth-
fully, without fear of retri-
bution” and that “a few of 
the stats give us something 
to consider about the pro-
cess.”
Overall, Seniors 
Are Happy
 Once most of the 
class of 2010’s college ac-
ceptance letters had arrived 
rumors about widespread 

disappointment made many 
BSGE students nervous 
about their future applica-
tions. However 91% of re-
sponding seniors reported 
being either elated or satis-
fied with the college 
they will be attend-
ing in the fall. 
 This high 
percentage can be 
partially explained 
by the positive ap-
proach that students 
naturally have to-

wards going to college. One 
senior wrote that at first he 
had a “bad attitude” about 
his school but once he vis-
ited he “loved it” and will 
definitely enjoy himself. 

 “The class of 
2010, as a whole, 
was admitted into 
69% of the schools 

it applied to.”

Continued on PG 5

Junior and BSGE Lady 
Sting’s catcher, Kristen 
Spang placed first in the 
Public School Athletics 

Leagues for triples. She hit 
7 triples out of 41 times at 
bat. She had a .561 batting 

average for the season.

SOftball 
Rankings

BSGE 
Students 
Offered $9.8 
Million in 
Aid
 This year’s se-
nior class of 69 students 
was offered an amazing 
and unprecedented total of 
$9,853,780 in scholarships 
and grants. Multiple stu-
dents were even offered full 
scholarships.
 The total is even 
more astounding than it 
typically would be because 
of today’s economic situ-
ation. According to U.S. 
News, financial experts pre-
dicted that this year’s fight 
for scholarships would be 
more intense than ever be-
fore. With a bad economy 
comes an increase in need 
and an increase in the num-
ber of students that need.
 In a survey dis-
tributed by The BACC 
Rag, the same one used in 
the adjacent article, 58% of 
students report being either 
“elated” or “satisfied” with 
the financial aid packages 

and scholarships they were 
offered.
 Only 17% of stu-
dents said that money was 
preventing them from at-
tending the college of their 
choice. 
 Public colleges 
cost an average of $6,585 
and private tuition aver-
ages $25,143. According 
to the Washington Post, the 
average college graduate in 
2008 owed $23,200 in stu-
dent loans. Students who go 
to graduate school, medical 
school or law school might 
graduate with double or 
triple that amount. 
 The $9.8 million 
dollars in scholarships will 
be added to financial aid 
packages to help BSGE 
students and their families 
afford college. 
 For more informa-
tion on paying for college 
turn to page 3.
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 Every year students are issued two re-
port cards and two periodic assessments. These 
evaluations tell us, our parents and the colleges 
we apply to, how well we do our jobs as stu-
dents. When the evaluations are positive, the 
rewards are great but when they are negative, 
the consequences can be dire. The same should 
be said about teacher evaluations.
 Teachers do get official annual re-
views, as required by the Board of Education. 
Ms. Johnson rates their performance as either 
“satisfactory” or “unsatisfactory” based on her 
observations throughout the year. Recently, the 
New York State Assembly changed the system 
and starting in 2012, 40% of the evaluation will 
be based on student performance on standard-
ized tests. However, neither the current system 
nor the future system leaves room for student 
opinion.
 This seems odd, consider-
ing the fact that teachers work to 
teach the students. Are our opin-
ions about their performance re-
ally not relevant? Many BSGE 
teachers do distribute question-
naires towards the end of the year. 
However, the results are not nec-
essarily shared with Ms. Johnson. 
And the teachers who do not dis-
tribute questionnaires are often 
the ones that connect with students the least 
and, therefore, need student evaluations the 
most.
 Students should be able to rate teach-
ers on a series of criterion using a number 
scale (perhaps from 1 through 7). The criterion 
should include: 1) lesson clarity 2) class room 
atmosphere 3) helpfulness 4) availability and 
5) student engagement. There also needs to be 
room for comments so that students can voice 
more complex problems. Both teachers and 
Ms. Johnson need to know whether students 

feel inspired and challenged in class. 
 Students would have to understand that 
they have a responsibility to be thoughtful and 
honest when answering the questions. Most 
students, I think, will be appreciative of the op-
portunity and take the responsibility seriously.
 Currently the website, ratemyteachers.
com does have a profile for BSGE and over 
460 reviews have been written. These reviews, 
however, are extremely unreliable. It’s easy for 
students to log onto a website and post anony-
mous rants about their teachers. The teacher-
student relationship is based in the teacher’s 
authority and that can lead to conflict and re-
sentment. Students may have a hard time sepa-
rating that from teaching ability and student 
evaluations are, therefore, be flawed. Still, this 
doesn’t make them irrelevant. Evaluations by 
the principal and evaluations through stan-
dardized tests have flaws of their own. Unlike 

the online evaluations, ques-
tionnaires distributed by BSGE 
will be taken seriously and will 
be filled out by both unhappy 
and happy students.
 I’m not suggesting that 
New York State makes student 
questionnaires a part of teach-
er evaluations. An official at 
the Board of Education can’t 
read through evaluations and 

understand which ones have merit and which 
don’t. However, I am suggesting that BSGE 
implement a system in which each teacher is 
officially evaluated by his/her students. Ms. 
Johnson can then decide which evaluations 
are legitimate and take them into consideration 
when she submits her official assessment of 
teachers. 

EDITORIAL: THIS YEAR 
SHOULD END WITH REPORT 
CARDS FOR TEACHERS

Jolijt Tamanaha ‘11

Parent Teacher Confer-
ences Come at Odd Times

ERIN CAMIA ‘14  
 

 Parent-teacher confer-
ences are meetings that could help 
you understand where you are in 
a class, but BSGE’s timing might 
not always be great. At the begin-
ning of the year, BSGE students 
had their first parent-teacher con-
ference of the year. It was only a 
few weeks since the first day of 
school. It seems like a little too 
soon for teachers to get to know 
exactly who you are and how you 
work. Students like Amy Furusho, 
who is an eighth grade student, 
agrees that teachers might need a 
little longer to get to know them 
better. “I think the conferences 
are way too soon,” she says. Oth-
er students that agree with Amy 
think this makes less accurate 
and perhaps worse parent-teacher 
conferences.
 Parent teacher confer-
ences for the first semester were 

during the beginning of October. 
Students think that teachers need 
a little more time to get to know 
them before they have a meeting 
with parents about their work. 
Amy Furusho goes on to say, “I 
think the teachers weren’t really 
able to get to know us. I think they 
need more time.” If the first set of 
parent-teacher conferences were 
just a little later, teachers might 
have a better understanding of 
how the students work. Students 
that agree with Amy think that 
the conferences should happen a 
bit later in the year.
 The most recent parent-
teacher conferences had much 
better timing. The two days for 
conferences came at the end of 
March. Students believe that it 
couldn’t be too late because it 
would be the end of the year. 
However, it also couldn’t be too 
early because the semester would 
have just started. Kylie Lang, a 

seventh grade student, says, “I 
think the timing of the second 
parent-teacher conferences was 
good. The teachers already know 
us, so it didn’t have to be later 
than it was.” These parent-teacher 
conferences had better timing be-
cause most teachers didn’t need 
to get to know how the students 
worked. With the exception of 
one or two teachers, they had the 
same students the whole year.
 The parents generally 
agree with their children about 
both sets of parent-teacher confer-
ences. At the second conferences, 
parents were asked how good the 
timing of both conferences were. 
For the first parent-teacher con-
ferences most parents thought the 
timing could be better. Stefan, the 
parent of tenth grader Michael 
Marauti says, “The timing of the 
conferences was a little disorga-
nized. It could have been better.” 
Many other parents agreed, but 

some feel that early parent-teach-
er conferences are a great idea. 
Luis, the parent of eighth grader 
Samantha Calpo says, “I actually 
think kids should be graded on 
the second day of school, because 
students should be assessed con-
tinually.” While he has some dif-
ferent ideas, many parents think 
the first conferences were a little 
too early.
 The parents also agreed 
with their children about the tim-
ing of the second parent-teacher 
conferences. These conferences 
had a time in the year that was 
pretty much well-liked. The par-
ents weren’t ecstatic about the 
timing of any one of the confer-
ences. However, the second one 
was liked much more than the 
first ones. Guillermo, the parent 
of ninth grader Alan Chajet, says 
“They are well-organized. The 
timing is adequate.” Other par-
ents agreed that the timing of the 

conferences was “adequate” or 
“okay.” BSGE parents seemed to 
think the conferences could have 
happened at a better time in the 
year, but they thought this time 
wasn’t too bad.
 Whatever the time of the 
parent-teacher conferences, they 
do help the parents find out what 
their kids are doing in school. The 
first conferences might have been 
better if they happened earlier. 
The second conferences might 
have been better if the timing was 
changed slightly. However, they 
seemed to accomplish their goal 
pretty well. Ernesto, the parent 
of ninth grader Allison Malalvan 
says, “It’s good so that we know 
what’s going on in school, espe-
cially when the children won’t 
tell us.” The parent-teacher con-
ferences help BSGE parents find 
out how their children 
are doing in school.

“Are our 
opinions 

about their 
performance 
really not rel-

evant?”
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 Recently, Mr. 
Rajiv and Mr. Lakhaney 
took a trip to Montpellier, 
France, to arrange a foreign 
exchange program. They 
visited Jules Guesde, the 
school that the French stu-
dents who will be partici-
pating in the exchange pro-
gram. They also looked at 
the beautiful sights around 
Montpellier. “The view is 
like history,” said Mr. Ra-
jiv. They both agreed that 
they would definitely like 
to go back again.
 Mr. Rajiv raved 
that, “It’s very cool there,” 
and spoke of the many ac-
tivities available such as 
hiking up a mountain or on 
a beach, canoeing, kayak-
ing, swimming, or camp-
ing. Walking around and 
looking at the sights is a 
more relaxing alternative 
to those rigorous activities. 
The most popular sport is 
soccer, and music and con-
certs are also very popular. 

One can also go shopping 
in stores such as Blooming-
dales. Getting around isn’t 
a problem either; there are 
trains and other forms of 
transportation.  However, 
the area isn’t as culturally 
diverse as in Queens. 
 The only problem 
with the program is that 
host families are needed 
for the French students. We 
hope to get their students 
here in next March, April, 
or May. The trip is ten days 
of school. In all, twenty-
two students would come. 
All students can be host 
families for them. If you’re 
interested in being a host 
family, you can contact Mr. 
Rajiv or Mr. Lakhaney. 
 If we are able to 
host the French students, 
our students will have the 
opportunity to take the trip 
to France. Their school, 
Jules Guesde, is huge and 
has many buildings in it. 
Students there are still 
working on their English, 

which is why 
Mr. Rajiv 
says, “Re-
member to 
help them.”
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Free MetroCards still 
in danger
 Students, teach-
ers, parents, and apparently 
Mayor Bloomberg have 
spent the past few months 
fighting to keep the free 
student metrocards.  It is 
still, however, hard to pre-
dict whether or not they 
will exist next school year. 
The MTA has proposed that 
next year all students get 
half-fare metrocards and 
that then, in September of 

2011, students no longer 
receive any metrocards. 
 Students who take 
the subway or bus, both 
to and from school, will 
end up paying about $900 
a year for transportation. 
That’s $3,600 for four years 
of high school. 
 New York State 
has been hit hard by the 
current economic recession 
and that’s where these cuts 
are coming from. In the 
student metrocard agree-
ment, the MTA, the city 

and the state are also sup-
posed to cover one-third of 
the cost. That’s $45 million 
each. The city insists that it 
has maintained its end of 
the deal; the $45 million is 
more than covered in the 
total $1.4 billion in subsi-
dies that the MTA gets from 
the city every year.  But the 
state, in this year’s budget, 
allocated a mere $6 mil-
lion. Because the MTA has 
a $800 million budget gap, 
they can’t absorb the loss 
of state funding. According 

to an MTA report, charging 
students would bring in an 
additional $31 million in 
2010, $62 million in 2011 
and $170 million in 2012. 
 The MTA has not 
yet voted on adopting the 
proposal but says they will 
later on this spring. What 
the MTA has neglected to 
propose is cutting the free 
metrocards that they give 
to more than 34,000 transit 
workers and MTA adminis-
trators, and 20,000 retired 
MTA employees.

Jolijt 
Tamanaha ‘11

 For some BSGE 
students, college is right 
around the corner and mon-
ey has recently become an 
increasingly important fac-
tor in students’ college deci-
sions. The choice of where 
to apply or go to for college 
is not only decided based 
on academics, location, 
and size, but also based on 
how much financial aid a 
college will provide. Go-
ing to college is becom-
ing increasingly expensive 
as even public universi-
ties have increased prices, 
averaging $7,020 just for 
tuition and fees and many 
private universities charg-
ing an average of $26,273 
just for tuition and fees (not 
including room and board, 
textbooks, or meal plans), 
many students end up tak-
ing out loans or apply for 
grants and scholarships in 
order to pay for college.  
 Usually, student 
loans would have to be 
taken from private banks 
and corporations like Sal-
lie Mae, the largest private 
lender. But as of March of 
this year, private lenders are 
no longer a part of the col-
lege loan process due to the 
Health Care and Education 
Reconciliation Act. This 
Act states that students can-
not take student loans from 
private lenders like Sallie 
Mae anymore and that all 
student loans taken after 
July 1, 2010 must be taken 
directly from the govern-
ment. 
 Evidently, this new 
policy is a huge change for 
students since it may save 
them some money. By cut-
ting out the private banks 
and corporations that ini-
tially provided these loans, 
students will be able to save 
money because the interest 
rates won’t be as high. By 

2014, the federal student 
loans will also have gradu-
ally lowered interest rates 
for students based on how 
much income they receive 
after graduation. This Act 
also changes the basis of 
the Pell Grant, a govern-
ment grant for low-income 
students. The Act provides 
more funding for the Pell 
Grant, nearly doubling the 
budget for the Pell Grant. 
Furthermore, over $2 bil-
lion will be granted to vari-
ous community colleges 
across the nation in order 
to better the college system 
as a whole. Obama recently 
proposed a $12 billion plan 
to better community col-
leges across the nation and 
expand their programs. 
 I m p r o v e m e n t s 
like these are being funded 
by the federal government 
because, by cutting out 
private lenders, the fed-
eral government has saved 
money by ceasing subsidies 
to the lenders. Initially, the 
government would subsi-
dize the student loans pro-
vided by private lenders. 
But now, the government 
will be taking the money 
that would originally be 
subsidies and reallocating 
them towards funds for 
improving community col-
leges and student loans. 
 Although these 
aspects of the Student Loan 
Bill are beneficial for stu-
dents, there are several con-
troversial aspects to it. The 
main controversy is that 
private lenders will end up 
laying off workers due to 
the decrease in their profits. 
Sallie Mae, for instance, 
has said that it will have to 
lay off thousands of work-
ers in order to offset the 
profit they are losing.  

Borrow-
ing Cash 
from the 
U.S. Of A.
Simran Vazirani 
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Monsieur Ra-
jiv and Mr. 
Lakhaney 
visit france
Joseph Kates ‘15

 Cabbage Patch 
Dolls, Beanie Babies, Poké-
mon cards, and Crocs are 
some of the most wildly 
popular fads of the past few 
decades. Silly Bandz can 
now be added to that list.  
For those who don’t know, 
Silly Bandz are the thin col-
ored bands made of mostly 
silicone and rubber molded 
into various shapes. These 
shapes fall under any of 
their fourteen categories, in-
cluding beach, zoo animals, 
Spring, dinosaurs, and oth-
ers. The band is designed 
so that it retakes its original 
shape after being taken off 
the wrist or is no longer re-
stricted. 
 The characteristics 
of the bands were originally 
selected with children in 
mind. The extent to which 
the popularity soared how-
ever, was surprising to even 
the creators. The company 
that makes this innovation 
is Brain Child. At the time 
of their creation, their com-
pany consisted of no more 
than twenty employees. 
Within the course of one 
year however, the company 
was able to employ two 
hundred. The popularity of 
these bracelets has reached 
even Macy’s, the depart-
ment store, which is trying 
to determine the potential 
for making a float dedicated 
to or based on the bands. 
 This popular-
ity however, does not come 
without a price. A price that 
children bear the brunt of, 
and of which the company 
may begin to feel after a 
year or so passes by. The 
bands are at the center of a 
controversial issue which 
spread out throughout a 
school districts as quickly 
as “silly bandz” did. Numer-
ous schools across America 
have banned the wearing of, 
as well as trading of, these 
bandz. Educators consider 
them distracting. 
Students, including those 
in their elementary school 

years, would trade during 
class or even just play with 
the ones they had on their 
desks. Teachers worried 
that students would be un-
able to process new infor-
mation if their minds were 
never fully committed to 
the work. Some principals 
established set days in a 
month on which silly bandz 
were permitted so that they 
wouldn’t push the children 
into complete rebellion. 
 Unlike teachers 
however, other adult fig-
ures, namely parents, are 
thrilled with the new trend. 
Silly bandz are truly the 
ideal product for these eco-
nomic times because they 
are cheap to produce andnot 
too expensive for consum-
ers. They are also relatively 
difficult to break and come 
in great variety. One parent 
from Nebraska wrote to the 
company saying, “Thank 
you ‘Brainchild Products’ 
for offering such a great 
product and customer ser-
vice! I purchased the ‘Zoo 
animal’ pack on a whim 
for my son for his birthday. 
He took them to school and 
they were all the rage! Kids 
are going crazy over these. 
Since then the school store 
has picked them up and they 
can’t keep them in stock. 
The booster club just placed 
an order too!” 
 Consumers should 
be wary of purchasing the 
product on the Internet how-
ever, as imitation products 
are in circulation. The offi-
cial silly bandz motto goes, 
“Collect them, Wear them, 
or Trade them with friends. 
Great stocking stuffers for 
kids! Best price and Fastest 
Turnaround on the web!”
 At BSGE, no 
school wide ban on the 
bandz was implemented 
but some teachers did com-
plain.  Eventually, though 
Silly Bandz will join Cab-
bage Patch Kids and Beanie 
Babies in another category: 
fads that used to be cool.

Jessie Heller ‘11

Silly bans  
on Silly 
BAndz



Knight and Day On 
June 25: 
This action-comedy movie 
stars Cameron Diaz and Tom 
Cruise, who act as a fugitive 
couple on a lethal adventure. 
The lines between truth and 
lies blur as betrayals impact 
this couple’s relationship. 
Eventually, they end up trav-
eling the globe in attempt to 
escape from being caught by a 
federal agent. This movie also 
stars Peter Sarsgaard and Mag-
gie Grace. 

Grown Ups On June 
25:
This film is an upcoming sum-
mer comedy starring Adam 
Sandler, David Spade, Chris 
Rock, Rob Schneider, and 
Kevin James. These five best 
friends from high school re-
unite after 30 years due to the 
death of their basketball coach. 
They and their families spent 
the 4th of July weekend to-
gether at the lake house where 
they had once celebrated their 
basketball championship. 
Sandler, along with 

The Twilight Saga- 
Eclipse On June 30:
This film is certainly one of 
the most awaited movies of 
the summer. With the Twilight 
Saga having already gained 
tremendous popularity, it will 
be no surprise when this film 
achieves even more fan-fol-
lowing. This installation re-
volves around the forbidden 
relationship of Bella (Kristen 
Stewart) and Edward (Robert 
Pattinson) that is threatened 
once more when an evil vam-
pire seeks revenge. This vam-
pire, played by Bryce Dallas 
Howard begins mysteriously 
murdering a slew of victims in 
order to extract revenge from 
Bella, causing the tension that 
drives this movie. At the same 
time, Bella struggles to choose 
between her friendship with 
Jacob Black, played by Tay-
lor Lautner, and her love, Ed-
ward.

Inception On July 
16:
This sci-fi thriller is one of 
the most eagerly anticipated 
films of the summer. Christo-
pher Nolan, who also directed 
The Dark Knight, takes on an 
international cast that travels 

around the 
world. Dom 
Cobb, played 
by Leonardo 
DiCaprio, is a 
thief of valu-
able ideas. He 
steals when the 
mind is most 
v u l n e r a b l e : 
during dreams. 
Cobb’s ability 
has made him 
an international fugitive, who 
is offered a chance at redemp-
tion. Cobb’s life could get back 
on track if he and a team of 
specialists, including the likes 
of Tom Hardy, Ellen Page, 
Marion Cotillard, and Joseph 
Gordon-Levitt, can plant an 
idea instead of stealing one. 
This thriller, inspired in part by 
The Matrix is an exploration of 
the perception of reality. 

Salt On July 23:
This action thriller stars Ange-
lina Jolie as Evelyn Salt, a CIA 
officer. Salt, a loyal citizen, is 
tested when she is accused of 
being a Russian spy. Salt then 
goes on the run and escapes 
capture due to all the years of 
experience as a covert opera-
tive. The movie’s plot revolves 
around Salt’s attempts to prove 
her innocence and ultimately, 
her identity remains question-
able.  

Charlie St. Cloud 
On July 30:
This fantasy-romance film 
stars Zac Efron, who plays 
Charlie St. Cloud, a young 
man filled with grief after the 
death of his younger brother 
(Charlie Tahan). Due to his 
brother’s death, Charlie takes a 
job at the cemetery his brother 
is buried at and is able to see 
his brother’s ghost. Later on, 
Charlie meets a girl, but ends 
up having to choose between 
his true love and the promise 
he made to his brother. 

Beastly On July 30:
Beastly is a romance film 
based on Alex Finn’s novel of 
the same name. The setting for 
this film is a modern-day New 
York City high school and 
is a retelling of the fairytale, 
Beauty and the Beast. Kyle 
(Alex Pettyfer) is one of the 
most popular guys at schools 
who takes pleasure in mock-
ing unattractive classmates, 

such as Kendra (Mary-Kate 
Olsen). Kyle invites Kendra 
to a dance and stands her up, 
which causes Kendra to cast a 
curse on him that makes him 
unattractive. Vanessa Hudgens 
plays the “beauty” in this story 
that helps Kyle discover the 
true meaning of beauty. 

Step Up 3-D August 6:
Step Up 3-D, the third instal-
lation to a series of films that 
focus on the lives of dancers. 
In this installation, a group of 
New York City street dancers, 
including Luke (Rick Malam-
bri) and Natalie (Sharni Vin-
son) dance with NYU fresh-
man Moose (Adam Sevani) 
against some of world’s best 
hip hop dancers. This film also 
stars Channing Tatum and Aly-
son Stoner from the previous 
Step Up installations. 

Eat, Pray, Love On
August 13:
Based on the book of the same 
name, this film stars Julia Rob-
erts as Liz Gilbert, a woman 
attempting to figure out what 
she wants from life after her 
divorce. To decipher her own 
identity, Gilbert changes her 
life and embarks on a journey 
around the world. She goes 
to Italy and discovers the true 
pleasure of eating in Italy and 
in India, learns of the strength 
of prayer. Finally, in Bali she 
is able to end her hunt for self-
discovery

The Last Exorcism 
On August 27:
The Last Exorcism is an up-
coming horror film told from 
the perspective of a Protestant 
priest This priest, played by 
Patrick Fabian, abandons his 
religious practices and per-
forms his final exorcism on 
the daughter of a farm. This 
exorcism, however, leads to 
the priest facing the Devil and 
tests his faith. 

AIr Conditioning, Pop-
corn, and A Summer Movie
Simran Vazirani ‘11

Jacob in Eclipse. Photo Credit: People

It can be easy to forget during the school year that we in the city that never 
sleeps, because work quickly and effectively takes over our lives from the 
very beginning of September. Now that the summer is finally here, its time 
to put the books down and have some fun! Here’s a list of some exiting 
things to do this summer in the city:

The Summer Stage in Central Park: The City Parks Foundation has a 
program called the Summer Stage, which is a collection of stages through-
out the five boroughs that hold great acts throughout the summer, includ-
ing plays, concerts, and dance performances. The Main Stage is in Central 
Park, and is celebrating its 25th Anniversary this summer. In honor of this, 
33 free concerts and 8 benefit shows will be held throughout the summer, 
featuring acts such as Living Colour, The Specials, Jimmy Cliff, and more. 
To find which stage is nearest you, check out http://www.summerstage.
org/.

For those of you interested in Museums, there are several within the city 
that are offering free admission during certain days of the week this sum-
mer. Among them are the New Museum of Contemporary Art, which is free 
on Thursdays from 7-9 p.m., The Frick Collection, free everyday from 11a.
m. – 1p.m., and the Studio Museum in Harlem, free on Sundays from noon 
– 6p.m. For a complete list of museums with free admission, check out 
http://newyork.timeout.com/articles/own-this-city/84253/free-museums-
by-day.

Staying fit is important during the summer as well, but that should be easy 
with the Downtown Alliance offering free bicycle rentals for their Bike 
Around Downtown program. If you reserve three days in advance, you 
will be lent a bike for two and a half hours, and the program is running from 
May to September. For more information on how to reserve a bike, check 
out http://downtownny.com/

Shakespeare in the Park: Every summer, the Delacorte Theater in Central 
Park offers free plays almost every day in the months of June and July. 
This summer, the plays they are showing are The Winter’s Tale and The 
Merchant of Venice, featuring Al Pacino. There is catch, however; tickets 
are only free if you stand on line and wait for them. I recommend getting 
to the Park at 5a.m. at the latest if you want to get tickets, because the lines 
can get extremely long and they turn people away once they have reached 
maximum capacity. For a full schedule of dates and times of Shakespeare 
in the Park this summer, check out http://www.publictheater.org/content/
view/126/219/.

Have a great summer!

what to 
do In New 
York city
Meghan Mccullough ‘11
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 April 22 was 
BSGE’s fifth annual IB Art 
show. 11th Grade SL and 
12th grade HL students 
showcased their works in 
the library from 5-7PM. 

The artists discussed their 
art with the many par-
ents, teachers, students 
and friends who attended. 
Paintings, sculptures, 
photos, and more lined the 
walls and hallways, and 
each piece was original and 
unique. 
 This year’s art 
show did not feature the 
usual auction of student-

produced art. This year 
pieces were still sold, the 
art department taking 30% 
of the profit. According to 
Mr. McGuire, the auc-
tion takes a lot of energy 
and the small number of 
students makes it difficult 
to pull off. This year, art 
was still sold, although not 
in an auction. 
 Art students were 

interviewed by IB Art 
grading officials. Students 
must answer questions 
about the colors, styles, 
and technique- decisions 
made about their art. A few 
artists were tense about 
their interviews, even those 
who will not be present-
ing at the IB art show until 
next year. An anonymous 
11th grade HL student 

commented that she was 
‘scared’, and that she knew 
it was “going to be hard, 
especially the interview”.
 Kristen Spang, 
an 11th grade SL student, 
chose the theme of abor-
tion. She aimed to raise 
awareness about abortion 
and have people think 
about abortion in “, a big-
ger frame than a baby’s 

right to live” .In 
her works she 
used a variety 
of mediums 
including 
photo trans-
fer and paint. 
Several were 
mixed medium. 
One of her 
pieces fea-
tured a crudely 
drawn, childish 
depiction of a 
stork. Attached 
to the beak of 
the stork was a 
condom filled 
with red paint. 
A few paintings 
showed statis-
tics, a white dot 
among five red 
to symbolize 
‘one in five’. 
Her art got 
viewers to think 
not only of an 
unborn baby as 
a helpless fetus, 
but of who this 
baby could 
become, and 
if they would 
affect the world 
positive or 
negatively.  Her 

works, although uncon-
ventional, gave people a 
different view on abortion 
than is usually exhibited in 
our society.
 Another art-
ist, 12th grade Christina 
Rukki, chose pollution and 
litter in NYC as her theme. 
One of her works included 
a ceramic sculpture of 
the empire state build-
ing. However, rather than 
your typical New Yorker, 
the bottom of the mini 
skyscraper was surrounded 
by mounds of trash-from 
Dunkin’ Donuts coffee 
cups to yogurt cups.  Her 
piece, titled ------, was 
meant to show the effects 
of littering in New York 
City. “…People need to 
start caring or else it [the 
Empire State Building] 
will be completely covered 
in garbage.” As for where 
she got all the trash for her 
piece, she collected junk 
around the house. Who 
knew garbage could make 
such statement?
 Parents and guests 
were excited to see friends 
and family members’ 
artworks. Two parents said 
that they were happy to see 
the art scene while the stu-
dents got into money and 
business. Others felt that 
some of the meanings be-
hind the artists’ works were 
difficult to understand, but 
that the artist statements 
helped. Overall, this year’s 
IB Art show was a com-
plete success.

Ib Art Students show 
off their work

Marcos Del-
gado ‘15, Joseph 

Kates ‘15 And 
Michelle 

Natachio ‘15

Clockwise From Far Left: Christina Rukki’s piece, Ariel Friedman, Kristen Spang and Michael Pilosov.
Photo Credit: Michelle Natachio

EARTH DAY 2010

 BSGE students made their way to 
Socrates Sculpture Park despite a forecast 
predicting afternoon thunderstorms and were 
rewarded with a cloudy but otherwise perfect 
day for cleaning the park.
 Earth Day is typically an annual event 
but it was cancled last year due to rain. Stu-
dents, teachers, Ms. Johnson and the Helping 
Hands Committee were determined not to let 
that happen again.

Photo Credits: Marjorie Balaguer 



Another said, “woohooo 
college!” 
 But students aren’t 
all simply making the best 
out of the worst. Most seem 
to be genuinely happy with 
their school. Natalia Cas-
tano wrote, “I love my col-
lege! It was my top choice.” 
And over three-fourths of 
students said that they were 
either elated or satisfied 
with the overall results of 
their college admissions. 
Only 16% reported being 
disappointed. 
 Seniors at BSGE 
got into 77% of the CUN-
Ys and 65% of the SUNYs 
that they applied to. The 
class of 2010, as a whole, 
was admitted into 69% of 
the schools it applied to; 
40% of the schools students 
were admitted into were 
CUNYs and 34% were pri-
vate schools. 
 Over four-fifths of 
students said they feel the 
school they will be attend-
ing is academically strong 
and 63% thought they had 
been accepted into the best 
school for them—29% 
weren’t sure. One student 
wrote, “it is a school to go 
[to] for the meantime” but 
another was less dreary, 
writing: “Hopefully, it’s a 
risk but I think it’ll work 
out in the end.”
Financial Aid Is 
Decent
 In general, stu-
dents seemed lukewarm 
about the financial aid and 
scholarships they were of-
fered. 23% of students were 
disappointed and 33% were 
satisfied and 25% were 
elated. Dylan Diaz wrote, 
“some schools did not pro-
vide enough money for me 
to even consider them.” 
And another student astute-
ly noted, “Anyone could 
use more money.” But only 
17% said their financial aid 
package prevented them 
from attending the school 
of their choice. A few stu-
dents even received full 
scholarships, including one 
for Colby College which is 
ranked 22nd on the USA 
News list of top Liberal 
Arts Schools.  
BSGE’s Best and 
Worst
 One student, who 
said he had not been ac-
cepted into the best school 
for him simply wrote, “SAT 
scores.” Another said that 
the only thing he wanted to 
change were “grades from 
the previous years.” In gen-
eral, students did not seem 
to have a lot of confidence 
in their high school tran-
script; 35% reported that 
it was the weakest element 
in their application. How-
ever, students seemed to 
have even less confidence 
in their SAT/ACT scores; 
42% felt it was their weak-
est element. 

 On the other hand, 
BSGE was pretty confident 
in its personal statements. 
37% said it was their stron-
gest element and only 5% 
said it was their weakest. 
One student wrote that she 
loves her personal state-
ment. Juliette Chan attrib-
uted her success to BSGE 
college advisor, Peter Wil-
son whose help improved 
her personal statement 
“dramatically.”
The College Ad-
visement Process
 Generally students 
seemed to enjoy BSGE’s 
college advisement pro-
cess. One of the survey’s 
most impressive results: 
78% of students thought 
the help/advice/support 
regarding the college ap-
plication process given by 
BSGE was either “excel-
lent” or “above average.” 
Only 4% thought it was in-
consistent and 2% thought 
it was counterproductive. 
One student wrote that his 
“teachers were supportive” 
and another said, “none of 
my teachers or peers ever 
gave up on me.” 
 The majority of 
students said they took 
BSGE’s advice “most of the 
time.” Philip Ortiz wrote, 
that the college advisor’s 
“advice is very useful cause 
he knows his stuff.” Anoth-
er student admitted that he 
“received good advice but 
did not necessarily take it.” 
Only 10% of students hired 
a private college advisor. 
 Many students 
complained about the lines 
that grow outside of Peter 
Wilson’s office; this is an 
understandable problem 
because BSGE has one 
college advisor for about 
70 seniors. Other students 
said they wanted “a more 
comfortable environment,” 
“more independence” and 
less pressure related to the 
college advisement pro-
cess. Another student said, 
“people apply to too many 
schools.” However, overall 
students were positive. One 
wrote that she wouldn’t 
change anything about the 
college advisement pro-
cess and that BSGE should 
“keep it up.”
Advice For Next 
Year’s Seniors
 Bryan Levin wrote 
that he “should have applied 
to harder schools.” Another 
student said he wished he 
had visited schools before 
applying. Natalia Castano 
said she “would take ad-
vantage of the summer 
of junior year to get some 
work done” but Dylan Diaz 
wishes he had started ear-
lier than the summer.  
 The Bacc Rag 
congratulates the Class of 
2010 and hopes they have 
an amazing and successful 
time in college. 
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 On a Sunday 
morning a few months 
back, I interviewed my fi-
nal Harvard applicant of the 
year. After saying goodbye 
to the girl and watching her 
and her mother drive off, I 
headed to the beach at the 
end of our street for a run.
 It was a spectacu-
lar winter day, bright, sunny 
and cold; the tide was out, 
the waves were high, and 
I had the beach to myself. 
As I ran, I thought the same 
thing I do after all these in-
terviews: Another amazing 
kid who won’t get into Har-
vard.
 That used to upset 
me. But I’ve changed.
 Over the last de-
cade, I’ve done perhaps 40 
of these interviews, which 
are conducted by alumni 
across the country. They’re 
my only remaining link to 
my alma mater; I’ve never 
been back to a reunion or a 
football game, and my total 
donations since graduating 
in the 1970s do not add up 
to four figures.
 No matter how 
glowing my recommenda-
tions, in all this time only 
one kid, a girl, got in, many 
years back. I do not tell this 
to the eager, well-groomed 
seniors who settle onto the 
couch in our den. They’re 
under too much pressure 
already. Better than any-
one, they know the odds, 
particularly for a kid from 
a New York suburb.
 By the time I meet 
them, they’re pros at work-
ing the system. Some have 
Googled me because they 
think knowing about me 
will improve their odds. 
After the interview, many 
send handwritten thank-
you notes saying how much 
they enjoyed meeting me.
 Maybe it’s true.
 I used to be upset 
by these attempts to ingrati-
ate. Since I’ve watched my 
own children go through 
similar torture, I find these 
gestures touching. Every-
one’s trying so hard.
 My reason for do-
ing these interviews has 
shifted over time. When 
I started, my kids were 
young, and I thought it 
might give them a little ad-
vantage when they applied 
to Harvard. That has turned 
out not to be an issue. My 
oldest, now a college fresh-
man, did not apply, nor will 
my twins, who are both 
high school juniors.
 We are not snub-
bing Harvard. Even my 
oldest, who is my most 
academic son, did not quite 
have the class rank or the 
SATs. His SAT score was 
probably 100 points too 
low — though it was iden-

tical to the SAT score that 
got me in 35 years ago.
 Why do I continue 
to interview? It’s very mov-
ing meeting all these bright 
young people who won’t 
get into Harvard. Recent 
news articles make it sound 
unbearably tragic. Several 
Ivies, including Harvard, 
rejected a record number of 
applicants this year.
 Actually, meet-
ing the soon-to-be rejected 
makes me hopeful about 
young people. They are far 
more accomplished than I 
was at their age and with-
out a doubt will do superbly 
wherever they go.
 Knowing me and 
seeing them is like wit-
nessing some major evolu-
tionary change take place 
in just 35 years, from the 
Neanderthal Harvard ap-
plicant of 1970 to today’s 
fully evolved Homo sapi-
ens applicant.
 There was the girl 
who, during summer vaca-
tion, left her house before 
7 each morning to make 
a two-hour train ride to a 
major university, where 
she worked all day do-
ing cutting-edge research 
for NASA on 
weightlessness 
in mice.
 W h e n 
I was in high 
school, my 
10th-grade sci-
ence project was 
on plant tropism 
— a shoebox 
with soil and 
bean sprouts 
bending toward 
the light.
 T h e s e 
kids who don’t 
get into Harvard 
spend summers 
on schooners 
in Chesapeake 
Bay studying 
marine biology, 
building homes 
for the poor in 
Central Ameri-
ca, touring Europe with all-
star orchestras.
 Summers, I dug 
trenches for my local sewer 
department during the day, 
and sold hot dogs at Fen-
way Park at night.
 As I listen to 
them, I can visualize their 
parents, striving to teach 
excellence. One girl I inter-
viewed described how her 
father made her watch the 
2004 convention speeches 
by both President Bush 
and Senator John Kerry 
and then tell him which she 
liked better and why.
 What kind of kid 
doesn’t get into Harvard? 
Well, there was the charm-
ing boy I interviewed with 
1560 SATs. He did cancer 
research in the summer; 
played two instruments in 

three orchestras; and com-
posed his own music. He 
redid the computer system 
for his student paper, loved 
to cook and was writing 
his own cookbook. One of 
his specialties was snapper 
poached in tea and served 
with noodle cake.
 At his age, when I 
got hungry, I made myself 
peanut butter and jam on 
white bread and got into 
Harvard.
 Some take 10 AP 
courses and get top scores 
of 5 on all of them.
 I took one AP 
course and scored 3.
 Of course, evo-
lution is not the same as 
progress. These kids have 
an AP history textbook that 
has been specially created 
to match the content of the 
AP test, as well as review 
books and tutors for those 
tests. We had no AP text-
book; many of our read-
ings came from primary 
documents, and there was 
no Princeton Review then. 
I was never tutored in any-
thing and walked into the 
SATs without having seen a 
sample SAT question.
 As for my bean 

sprouts project, as bad it 
was, I did it alone. I inter-
view kids who describe 
how their schools provide a 
statistician to analyze their 
science project data.
 I see these kids 
— and watch my own ap-
plying to college — and 
as evolved as they are, I 
wouldn’t change places 
with them for anything. 
They’re under such pres-
sure.
 I used to say good-
bye at my door, but since 
my own kids reached this 
age, I walk them out to their 
cars, where a parent waits. I 
always say the same thing 
to the mom or dad: “You’ve 
done a wonderful job — 
you should be very proud.” 
And I mean it.

Michael Winerip  
NYT

Young, Gifted, and 
not getting into 
Harvard

Reprinted from the New York Times:

“No matter 
how glowing 
my recom-

mendations, 
in all this 

time only one 
kid, a girl, 

got in, many 
years back.”

‘Colidge iz 
gewd’ Says one 
bsge senior

Continued from page 1
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Summer is For 
College Apps.
 With summer approaching work is probably the 
last thing on the minds of juniors. However, it is crucial 
that this summer, the one between junior and senior year, 
juniors take the time to work on different aspects of their 
college applications. Work that juniors get done over 
the summer is work they don’t need to do in September, 
when school work, Extended Essay work and more col-
lege application work kicks in. If you dedicate just one 
hour every weekday you will have saved yourself 50 
hours of work in the fall. Below is a checklist of tasks 
that those who are interested in a head start can use: 

o Find an internship, job or program.
o Think about which major you might be interested in 

studying.
o Work on your list of colleges that you would like to at-

tend. Research schools on your list with great depth. 
o Register for any fall SATs, ACTs and SAT IIs.

o Prepare for fall SATs, ACTs and SAT IIs; consider sign-
ing up for a summer prep course.

o Decide whether you would like to apply early decision 
or early action to your top choice.

o Go online and start filling out applications and supple-
ments. You can work on your applications and save them 

without sending. Fill these out thoughtfully and thor-
oughly so that when you return in September you have 

serious drafts. 
o Use the summer to write and edit the additional essays 

that some colleges require.
o Research financial aid options.

o Come up with a method for organizing the different 
elements of your applications so that you have a clear 

system for keeping track of deadlines.
o Research and apply to scholarships.
o Make the bulk of your college visits. 

 Historian Howard Zinn passed away from an ap-
parent heart attack in January of this year.  Passages from 
his book, A People’s History of the United States, are often 
used in BSGE American history classes. At the suggestion 
of Ms. Ellman, a portion of an article from the magazine, 
Rethinking Education, about Howard Zinn has been re-
printed below.
 After Howard’s death, writer Naomi Klein said, 
“We just lost our favorite teacher.” We agree. Zinn’s most 
influential work, A People’s History of the United States, 
was a gift to teachers everywhere—an eloquent anti-text-
book that pointed the way to an approach to the past that 
was at once angry, passionate, and hopeful. Corporate text-
books delete all fundamental criticism of war, empire, and 
a profit-first economic system. They erase the impact of 
social movements and make it appear that events march in-
exorably forward without the influence of ordinary people. 
Zinn wanted none of that. He insisted that our history has 
been a long struggle for justice, and that anything decent 
and democratic in today’s society exists because people 
fought for it. Zinn highlighted those who challenged in-
justice—and focused on the achievements of activism and 
dissent. (“Civil disobedience is not a problem,” he liked to 
say. “The problem is civil obedience.”) In short, Howard 
recognized and celebrated the best in us.
 His life had “nurtured an indignation against the 
bullies of the world,” he wrote, and he wanted students to 
see themselves as potential activists, to consider ways that 
they could make a difference—as people who would stand 
up to those bullies.
 Throughout his long life, Howard Zinn had seen 
enough of the world’s horrors that it would have been un-
derstandable had he become a cynic. But if there is one 
word that should be forever associated with him, it’s 
“hope.”
 When George Bush launched his endless war on 
terror after 9/11, Rethinking Schools looked for a quote 
that could sum up our belief that it was not ridiculous to 
still be hopeful. We turned to the final paragraphs of How-
ard Zinn’s You Can’t Be Neutral on a Moving Train:
 “To be hopeful in bad times is not just foolishly 
romantic. It is based on the fact that human history is a his-
tory not only of cruelty, but also of compassion, sacrifice, 
courage, kindness.
 “What we choose to emphasize in this complex 
history will determine our lives. If we see only the worst, 
it destroys our capacity to do something. If we remember 
those times and places—and there are so many—where 
people have behaved magnificently, this gives us the en-
ergy to act, and at least the possibility of sending this spin-
ning top of a world in a different direction.
 “And if we do act, in however small a way, we 
don’t have to wait for some grand utopian future. The fu-
ture is an infinite succession of presents, and to live now as 
we think human beings should live, in defiance of all that 
is bad around us, is itself a marvelous victory.”
 Howard Zinn lived a politically engaged life of 
joy and solidarity. His life was indeed a marvelous vic-
tory—a continuing victory, which for generations to come 
will inform and inspire.

‘Losing Our 
Favorite 
Teacher’

Reprinted from Rethinking Education:

 On April 14th,  
Ms. Nikkolos’ 9th grade 
advisory and Ms. Ma-
tani’s 10th grade advisory 
went on a trip to the Car-
negie Hall for a Cultural 
Exchange Concert. Within 
those two advisories, there 
were six students who 
were scheduled to perform 
on stage that day: Seong 
Ae Hong, Myles Petillo, 
Adrien Carrere, Ashley 
Narvaez, Tenzin Thunsur 
from 10th grade and Zakir 
from the 9th grade. Stu-
dents of BSGE collaborat-
ed with a famous band from 
India, Indian Ocean, for 
this concert. Although the 
performance was only few 
minutes long, a lot of time 
and effort were needed for 
the epic stage at Carnegie 
Hall.
 Ms. Nikkolos and 
her advisees have been par-
ticipating in the Cultural 
Exchange program for sev-
eral years. And this year, 
she got Ms. Matani’s 10th 
grade advisees to partici-

pate in the program as well. 
Towards the beginning of 
the year, staff members of 
the program requested the 
teachers to ask a couple of 
students to take a part in the 
April concert. We gladly ac-
cepted this request and took 
this opportunity to use our 
musical talents to collabo-
rate with one of the highly 
respected bands in India.
 Because I have a 
hobby of writing lyrics in 
my free time, I figured that 
I would be able to include 
my lyrics in the song. I end-
ed up writing two verses, 
one in English and one in 
Korean. This obviously led 
to the decision that I would 
be rapping the verses on 
stage, too. Then the group 
made up the chorus: the 
melody and the lyrics. The 
chorus is very addictive, in 
my opinion, when repeated 
several times. It goes:
Everywhere we come from 
(Different people)  
      
Everywhere we come from 
(Different places)
 Myles, Adrien, 
Ashley, Tenzin, Zakir and I, 

along with one of the staff 
members from Carnegie 
Hall Cultural Exchange 
program, Harris, practiced 
during almost every ad-
visory and lunch period. 
I rapped, Myles was the 
hype man and main vocal 
for the chorus, Adrien was 
the drummer and Ashley, 
Tenzin and Zakir were in 
charge of the chorus. The 
practices were stressful at 
times due to exhaustion but 
we managed to hold regu-
lar practices. Some of the 
rehearsals were done at a 
studio in Manhattan near 
the Carnegie Hall, to famil-
iarize ourselves with what 
the stage would feel like.
 A day before the 
real concert, the dress re-
hearsal was held with the 
actual band, Indian Ocean, 
and the rest of the Cultural 
Exchange program crew. 
Several adjustments need-
ed to be made, mainly be-
cause of the different ways 
that the BSGE students and 
the Indian Ocean band had 
been practicing. Things 
worked out in the end 
thanks to the members of 

Indian Ocean, who 
gladly changed 
their ideas to ours 
to make the stage 
more comfortable 
for us.
 Several minutes 
before the actual 
concert, a small 
incident hap-
pened. I was clear-
ing my throat for 
a clear voice for 
the performance. I 
was continuously 

coughing but didn’t realize 
that I was actually doing 
harm to my throat, which 
was extremely tense due 
to nervousness. I began to 
taste blood in my coughs 
and started to freak out. 
Fellow performers, Adrien 
and Myles were comforting 
me with encouragements. 
Then we went on stage.
 At the beginning 
of my first verse, which 
was the English verse, my 
voice came out a bit deeper 
than usual and hoarse, but 
as I continued rapping, the 
tension in my throat gradu-
ally went away. The real 
problem was the second 
verse. The microphone that 
I was holding was turned 
off and the audience did 
not hear my rap as clear 
as my first verse. But be-
sides that, everything went 
great. Myles was a amazing 
hype man; the crowd went 
wild thanks to him. Adrien 
was excellent at keeping a 
steady beat throughout the 
whole song and Ashley, 
Tenzin and Zakir did an 
awesome job at singing the 
chorus part with the crowd. 
Everyone seemed to enjoy 
our performance. Even Ms. 
Johnson made a special 
appearance for our perfor-
mance at Carnegie Hall. 
 I really do con-
sider this as one of the most 
enjoyable and fun perfor-
mance that I experienced 
on stage. I’m sure that the 
rest of the BSGE student 
performers, Myles, Adrien, 
Ashley, Tenzin and Zakir 
would agree. Great job, 
guys.

Performing On Stage At 
CARNEGIE Hall
SEONG AE HONG 

‘12

No Prom for 
Some Seniors
 This year, seniors 
who were absent a certain 
number of days will not be 
able to attend prom. Ac-
cording to Ms. Johnson 
there were a large number 
of absences in 
the 12th grade 
this year. Ms. 
Johnson said, 
“The Mayor 
and Chancel-
lor will give 
us a negative 
rating if the 
a t t e n d a n c e 
goes down.” 
To keep this 
from happening, Ms. John-
son has created a punish-
ment for students who were 
absent too often. 
 Since there were 
a large number of absences 
this year, a decent number 
of students will be affected.  
“We need a 96 percent at-
tendance rating—unless 
the Mayor and Chancellor 
change their minds—so 
this is the only way to 
get it,” Ms. Johnson said. 
However, if seniors know 

they were absent too much 
this year, they can still go 
to the prom. All they have 
to do is show Ms. Johnson 
some sort of documentation 
that justifies their absences. 
“If I get a doctor’s note or 

some sort of 
documenta-
tion proving 
they were 
on a college 
visit, they 
should be 
fine,” she 
said. 
 Yo u n g -
er grades 
s h o u l d 
know that 

this will be a regular thing. 
Future seniors will have to 
be in school for most of the 
year if they want to go to 
prom because BSGE has to 
have a certain attendance 
rating. Ms. Johnson said, 
“Yes, unless the 96 per-
cent attendance rating goes 
down, it will happen next 
year.”  This new rule is a 
warning to all next year’s 
seniors. 

Erin Camia ‘14

“Younger 
grades should 

know that 
this will be 
a regular 
thing.”
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One Video You 
Really Need TO 
watch

 Even when the economy is terrible, people are losing their homes, our country 
is fighting two wars and students are taking IB tests, we can always count on the fact that 
4 year olds will be positive. In this video Jessica lists a bunch of things about her life that 
she loves while doing a dance on the counter; at one point she exclaims: “I love my hair! 
I love my haircuts! I love my whole house!” You can’t help but smile at how amazingly 
happy she is. So many people have been so inspired by her video that  “Jessica’s ‘Daily 
Affirmation’” has over 1.3 million views and was spoofed on Jimmy Kimmel Live.

 Mr. Timothy Da-
vid-Lang, BSGE’s school’s 
guidance counselor, has 
seen a large portion of the 
400 students at BSGE in his 
office. They come to talk to 
him about personal issues 
they are having in their 
lives. This could pertain to 
a number of subjects, in-
cluding school, parents, 
relationships, substance 
abuse, friends, or anything 
else they have the urge to 
spill to someone. Some talk 
by choice, while others are 
there because it has been 
‘recommended.’
 ‘Gossip Girl,’ 
‘Secret Life,’ ‘One Tree 
Hill,’ what do all of these 
shows have in common? 
Drama. If you were to 
tune in during just about 
any ‘teenage’ based show 
on TV, there is a high 
chance of seeing tears or 
hearing shouting. That is 
because many teenagers 
are naturally intrigued 
by people’s, sometimes 
over the top, emotions. 
For some it may be be-
cause it strikes them as 
new and exciting, as they 
do not experience this 
much in their everyday 
lives, but for many more, 
although it may take dif-
ferent forms, drama is a 
natural part of life. Even 
in BSGE, drama can al-
ways be found, even if it 
is somewhat beneath the 
surface. 
 BSGE is unique 
in that it does not act sim-
ply as a high school, but 

as a middle school as well, 
as kids enroll as early as 
seventh grade. Because of 
this large age gap, Tim deals 
with a variety of problems, 
many of which he says, 
vary with growth. One is-
sue that he finds changes 
from the lower to the high-
er grades is those dealing 
with family. Time notices 
that when students start at 
BSGE, “childhood is just 
finishing, so relationships 
are shifting.” This shift in 
relationship makes it diffi-
cult for parents and children 
to grasp their boundaries, 
as independence and one’s 

personal identity is starting 
to more fully develop. Tim 
refers to this as “a natural 
conflict,” with part of it 
being about, “distinguish-
ing the self when with and 
away from the family.” 
 This issue is made 
harder, or rather, more 
definite, by the high level 
of diversity at BSGE. Stu-
dents often time are first 
introduced to a high level 
of diversity upon coming to 
this school. This can often 
throw students off because 
the morals and values they 
are taught at home differ 
greatly from other students 

here. Stu-
dents need 
to figure 
out where 
they fit in. 
Yet, Tim 
insists, that 
they “are 
still very 
excited to 
be here, 
that is not 
the prob-
lem,” it is 
just “a time 
of growth.” 
However, 
once a 
little older, 
staying in 
BSGE does 
b e c o m e 
one of the 
problems. 
Tim notes 
that many 
children in 
the eighth 
grade and 
ninth grade 
c o n s i d e r 

switching schools, and seek 
him out to talk to him about 
it. In the end however, the 
students usually realize 
that their hesitation really 
comes from being nervous 
about making such a big 
decision, and decide to stay 
in the school. 
 With the older 
students, Tim hears story 
upon story of experiences 
with what he has dubbed, 
“sex, drugs, and rock and 
roll.” Although many stu-
dents confess parts of their 
lives that they have only 
told their closest friends, 
or sometimes no one else at 
all, Tim reminds them that 
he can only keep so much 
confidential. The student’s 
safety and the safety of 
other students comes first. 
There have been a few in-
stances  in which he has felt 
that the student was at risk, 
and then took the necessary 
steps to help them. When 
students are warned that 
their parents will be noti-
fied, their reactions to this 
news vary. Some students 
are “relieved, others scared, 
others sometimes shocked.” 
Anger however, is not usu-
ally one of the outcomes, 
and their talks with Tim of-
ten become more frequent 
after this. 
 There is, “tremen-
dous power in talking about 
issues, or what’s going on 
in your life.” Whether stu-
dents talk to a guidance 
counselor, their parents, or 
their friends, voicing wor-
ries or experiences can be 
a ‘growing experience,’ all 
on its own. 

Jessie Heller ‘11

Tim David-Lang: The MAn 
Who Hears the DRama

  BSGE students 
know first-hand how im-
portant Blood Drives  are. 
One that I have been in-
volved with combines mu-
sic with saving lives. Music 
Saves Lives is a relatively 
new organization, started in 
late 2005, on a mission to 
collect as many blood and 
bone marrow donations as 
possible. Although it hasn’t 
even been 5 years since 
MSL has started, they’ve 
reached out to an astound-
ing number of individuals 
under the age of 25. In total 
this California-based orga-
nization has collected more 
than 1 million blood dona-
tions and 15,000 bone mar-
row registrations. 
 The music aspect 
of this organization comes 
from the creator, Rus-
sel Hornbeek. Previously 
working as a tissue recov-

ery tech for 9 years 
with the American 
Red Cross, he was 
very knowledgeable 
about the importance 
of blood donations, 
especially because 
his teenage cousin 
was diagnosed with 
a form of bone can-
cer. Even worse, the 
family was faced 
with the problem of a 
blood shortage in the 
nation. Every sum-
mer, blood supplies 
are lower than at the 
beginning of the year 
because students, the 
leading blood dona-
tors of the nation, 
are out on vacation. 
With this in mind, 
Hornbeek needed 
something that would at-
tract all those young dona-
tors regardless of whether 
they were on vacation. He 
looked through his son’s 
iPod and came up with the 
idea to mainly get music 
lovers to donate. Russel 
then talked to Kevin Ly-
man, the founder of Warped 
Tour, a major summer mu-
sic festival, and proposed 
that every blood donator 
would receive a backstage 
pass to Warped. That first 
year, 3,000 people donated 
blood in Southern Califor-
nia. It was clear MSL was 
an instant success.
 After such a great 
turnout in California, the 
company decided to go na-
tional. The next year, the 
number of donators went up 
from 3,000 to 29,000. Fast-
forward two more years 
and the company gath-
ered together 
70,000 dona-
tions. With the 
growing num-
ber of donors, 
however, the 
backstage pass 
rewards have 
been reduced 
to meet-and-
greets, still a 
big deal for music fans 
everywhere attending the 
nationwide Vans Warped 
Tour.
 The number of 
bone marrow donators is 
significantly less because of 
the 1 match to 25,000 regis-
trations ratio. MSL has had 
9 matches out of 15,000 ap-
plicants, which in itself is 
truly something to be proud 
of. Bone Marrow donations 
require stimulating stem 
cells to make more of them. 
Once there is an abundant 
amount of stem cells, they 
can be transplanted into 
someone with leukemia. 
 There are also 
many other patients that 
benefit from Blood Orga-
nizations such as Music 
Saves Lives. Donated blood 
can help restore a person’s 

blood volume after surgery, 
accident, or childbirth as 
well as improve the immu-
nity of a patient suffering 
from cancer or leukemia 
and other diseases. It also 
improves the blood’s abil-
ity to carry oxygen.
 Before being able 
to donate blood, one must 
go through a screening 
process to ensure they are 
healthy and able to donate. 
Conditions such as hepati-
tis, malaria, heart disease, 
AIDS and most forms of 
cancer would make some-
one unsuitable as a donor. 
Pulse, temperature and 
blood pressure are taken 
at the blood drive and pro-
spective donors cannot do-
nate if these factors aren’t 
stable. Most people who 
have just had surgery or are 
pregnant are also not able 
to donate blood. 

 T h e 
whole proce-
dure takes about 
an hour but the 
actual time it 
takes to draw the 
blood out from 
an individual is 
only 10 minutes! 
It is also a rela-
tively painless 
procedure, and 

not to mention, safe! Clean 
and sterile needles are used 
to ensure no one gets sick.
 There is no rea-
son not to donate if you 
are healthy and willing to 
endure the hour long proce-
dure. There are always food 
and refreshments available 
for donors at the end of their 
process, so food-lovers, 
this may be reason enough 
for you. With so many un-
fortunate others out there, 
our community needs stu-
dents more than ever to 
donate blood, especially 
in the summer, when there 
is a shortage. Remember, 
if you have donated blood 
already, you must wait 56 
days before donating again. 
Usually, donations are 1 
pint per person. 

stephanie 
Aristekesian ‘11

Saving lives 
with music

I will be hosting a 
MSL Blood Drive! 
Come donate and 

receive a free Meet-
and-Greet Pass to 
the Vans Warped 

Tour!

Here’s the info:
July 8th, 2010

3-7 PM
The American Legion 
107-15 Metropolitan 

Ave.
Goal: 75 Pints



  From third grade to eighth 
grade, New York State stu-
dents have been required 
to take New York state 
tests. There has never been 
a huge amount of prep for 
them at BSGE because 
BSGE already provides an 
accelerated level of learn-
ing. Unlike most other New 
York Public schools how-
ever, BSGE’s 8th graders 
not only have to take these 
state tests, but also the Re-
gents exams in some sub-
jects. This year 8th graders 
will be taking the Living 
Environment Regents and 
the Integrated Algebra Re-
gents. Now, students in the 
8th grade must be prepared 
for regular, in-class tests, 
state tests, and Regents ex-
ams. 
            Although it is a lot 
of work, some students are 
okay with taking the Re-
gents this year if it means 
less testing next year. When 
asked how she felt, Isabella 
Hernandez answered, “I 
want to take the Regents 

this year and get them over 
with so that next year I 
don’t have to worry. School 
is going to get harder any-
way, so I might as well take 
them as soon as possible.” 
Other students feel that 
these extra tests are just a 
waste of energy. Katelynne 
Cabello explained, “Well, 
to be honest, I’m pretty 
annoyed considering that 
we get enough tests during 
the whole school year any-
way. Regents are not as bad 
as they seem, but all of us 
freak out because the edu-
cation system makes them 
seem like they’re such a 
big deal.” Whether or not 
people are against taking 
them, it is no longer up to 
them. They just have to try 
and do their best.
            The eighth grade 
Living Environment Re-
gents Exam covers sci-
entific method, genetics, 
reproduction, ecology, evo-
lution, homeostasis, and 
human impact. The date for 
the exam is June 16, 2010. 
Every student that is going 
to take the test is required 

to have participated in 20 
hours of laboratory work. 
If you do not complete the 
labs, you will not be able 
to take the test. 8th grad-
ers here at BSGE are actu-
ally taking a 9th grade level 
living environment course, 
so they are pushing them-
selves to do well. Regents 
practice books are always 
a good study tool, and talk-
ing to your teachers about 
other methods may be help-
ful. When asked about pre-
paring for the test, Habiba 
Habazam said, “I think that 
we will get a fair amount of 
practice before we take the 
tests. If you review enough, 
the exams aren’t that bad.” 
Even though many students 
are stressed about this test, 
the hard work that goes 
into studying pays off in 
the end.
 The second Re-
gents exam that 8th grad-
ers must take is the Inte-
grated Algebra Exam on 
June 18th. This covers 
expressions, inequalities, 
patterns, relations, equa-
tions, number theory, co-

ordinate geometry, shapes, 
and probability. For this 
exam, the Barron’s Regents 
Exam book is very help-
ful when preparing for the 
test this coming June. Later 
this month, there will be a 
mandatory test prep session 
after 6th period one day a 
week for the students taking 
the Algebra Regents. Even 
though this is supposed to 
help students out, many 
kids were dismayed to find 
out about this. One student 
said, “Why do I have to go 
to this? I already go to class 
and do all of my work. Why 
do I have to stay two hours 
after school for something 
I already know?” Although 
many students would prefer 
not to attend these sessions, 
it is meant to further ready 
them for what is soon to 
come. 
 8th graders have 
always taken the State ELA 
and Math tests and this is 
the last year that they will 
be required to take them. 
A majority of students at 
BSGE find these to be fairly 
easy, but this year there has 

been a twist 
thrown in 
to the nor-
mal State 
t e s t i n g . 
8th grad-
ers must 
take the 
State So-
cial Studies 
Exam. The 
topics on 
this test are 
mainly dif-
ferent con-
flicts and 
c h a n g e s 
throughout 
the differ-
ent time 
periods in 
American 
History. When asked about 
it, Kevin Likhtshteyn re-
sponded, “I didn’t know 
that we had to take that 
test and I’m not even sure 
if I am prepared at all.” To 
some, it was a surprise that 
they would have to take this 
exam. 
 Although these are 
a lot of different tests to be 
taking in one year, the 8th 

graders of BSGE will be 
able to handle it if they con-
centrate one test at a time. 
Studying and being pre-
pared will lead to success on 
the test, as well as getting a 
good night’s rest the night 
before and eating a healthy 
breakfast that morning. 
But remember, it only gets 
worse in high 
school! 9

This is how to tell a man you love him without seeming to alter your sexuality; this is 
how to clap your hands; this is how to clap your hands at an important meeting; this is 
how to clap your hands when you dance; this is how to slap your knee after you hear 
something that you laugh at; this is how to sneeze without making a scene; this is how 
to wear your socks so they don’t fall down; this is how to order a scotch on the rocks; 
this is how to drink a margarita on Cinco De Mayo; this is how to shine your shoes; this 
is how to eat breakfast before you leave for work; this is how to eat dinner when you 
come home every evening; this is how to get away with not coming home every eve-
ning; it’s better to start your day off with a cup of coffee rather than a cup of tea; wear 
an undershirt under your shirt when you have to look professional; don’t wear an un-
dershirt or a belt with your baggy jeans, sneakers and tee-shirt when you don’t have to 
look like you’re making a big deal; make a big deal out of every Friday night but don’t 
punch anyone in the mouth unless you have ample back-up; this is how to say alright 
as if you’ve forgotten the ‘l’ which is that same one that you use when speaking to your 
mother trying to rush her off the phone so as not to keep friends waiting; this is how to 
wash your hands when they’re dirty; this is how to wash your hands when you’ve gone 
into the bathroom but not urinated; this is how to use a urinal without looking; this is 
how to buy a nice dinner; don’t order in if you don’t know what you want; don’t drink 
on an empty stomach; drink at least 8 cups of water a day; do not delay the universe if 
you are running late; never snap in order to get someone’s attention or point at someone 
standing far away; this is how to whisper so that you’re nearly inaudible; this is how to 
laugh in a silent manner; this is how to laugh to appear polite; this is how to sound when 
you see a baby that isn’t cute but you’ve already made eye contact with the mother; 
this is how to dive so that your bathing suit stays tight around your waist; this is how 
to open a door without disrupting trains of thought; this is how to hold a woman so 
that your hands stay tight around her waist; if you are taller your hand goes around her 
shoulder and hers around your waist but if you are slightly shorter or the same height 
as she is you were correct in the first place; this is how to speak so as not to disrupt the 
mood; this is how to remember; remember to clap at the end. 

Creative Writing:

Boy Sarah Diaz ‘11
Based on “Girl” by Jamacia 
Kincaid

 
Carrie Meconis is a production man-
ager for all the plays and musicals 
performed at New York University 
by the students. She says that being 
a production manager comes with a 
lot of work. “I have to answer a lot 
of emails, deal with a lot of problems, 
and teach the students about theater,” 
she says. Her normal work hours are 
from ten to six, but as each opening 
day approaches, her hours get longer. 
Each production is either a new play 
or something older, like a Shakespeare 
piece. A lot of work is involved in 
Carrie’s job, but it didn’t happen right 
away. She says, “It’s all about work-
ing your way up the ladder.”
 Carrie went to college and 
got her Bachelor’s degree. After col-
lege, she worked professionally for 
seven years as a stage manager in 
New York. Deciding she was ready 
to move on from these kinds of plays, 
she started working at NYU. “I actu-
ally went there for school, and I kept 
in touch with my professors,” she ex-
plains. She started teaching one class a 
week at NYU. This went on for a cou-
ple of years. Like she mentioned, she 
was working her way up the ladder. After 
a few years at the school just teaching the 
students, she became the production man-
ager, her current job. She still teaches some 
classes as well as dealing with the plays. 
 Carrie’s least favorite part: “The 
worst part is how long the hours are. Some-
times I’ll be at work longer than ten to six, 
just because I have to deal with the produc-
tions.” Even with all the work, Carrie says 
there are benefits of this job, “my favorite 
part about my job is working with the stu-
dents. I really like teaching them about the-
ater.” There are some funny moments that 
happen on set as well that make the job a 
little easier. Carries says, “right now, we 

have a Spanish play. The props can often 
be comical. We have a heart as a prop, and 
it’s made out of play dough. Last week in 
rehearsal, it was dropped and it bounced. It 
was pretty funny to watch.” 
 Carrie says this job is all about 
hard work. You can never slack off, but it 
is fun to watch these productions and help 
the students. Probably any job you have 
will come with hard work. Carrie has some 
advice for people who want to become pro-
duction managers, or involved in plays and 
musicals. “As for training, you just have to 
be patient,” she advises, “you’ll start at the 
bottom, but with a little hard work, you can 
move to the top.”

Carrie Meconis
Photo Credit: Erin Camia

Job of the mOnth:

Production 
Manager at NYU

Erin Camia ‘14

Tests, Tests, TEsts, and 
More Tests!
Olivia Witting 

‘14

By Dick Locher
www.gocomics.com

“‘Why do I have 
to go to this? I al-
ready go to class 
and do all of my 
work. Why do I 
have to stay two 

hours after school 
for something I 

already know?’”
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Eighth 
Grade 
Regents 
Prep
Studying is a major component of doing well on the 
Regents. Knowing how to study efficiently is also 
a must. This is the first year of taking Regents for 
eighth grade students, and some could still be ap-
prehensive, even with all the practice their teachers 
have been giving them.  

 Eighth grade students have been preparing for the Living Environment Regents 
for a while now. The Living Environment teacher, Ms. Silva, has been giving the stu-
dents a lot of practice for these tests. However, there may be some students who don’t 
feel too confident yet. With these tips, students taking Living Environment should be 
able to have success during the test.

• Do the study packets that your teachers gave you.
• Make sure you complete all the necessary lab hours and lab experiments so  
 you will be able to take the Regents.
• Do tests from previous years at: www.nysedregents.org/livingenvironment/ 
 This website should be familiar to eighth grade students. Regents practice 
 involves using this website. If you need more practice, there are tests/questions  
 that were not assigned. 
• Use Barron’s books to do practice problems.
• Review the key topics:  
 1. Scientific method- How to solve a problem using a controlled experi 
  ment
 2. Genetics- All about DNA and how it is passed down to offspring
 3. Reproduction – Producing other organisms of the same species
 4. Human Impact – How humans affect the environment
 5. Ecology- All about relationships and changes in the environment. 
 6. Evolution – How a species changes over a period of time because of  
  changes  in the environment.
 7. Homeostasis – How organisms maintain an internal balance.
 (Also be familiar with vocabulary for these topics. You don’t want to be stuck  
 because you forgot what a ribosome is.)
• Find a local tutor if you want extra help.
• Go to 6th period if you need help with a certain topic on the Regents.

Before taking the test be sure to:
• Get a good night’s sleep.
• Eat a healthy breakfast.
• Don’t come to school as usual that day, come only for your designated test  
 time.
• Come early to your test.
• Be prepared with pencils and pens.
• Relax and be confident!

Living Environ-
ment preparation

 On June 18, the eighth graders of BSGE will take the Integrated Algebra 
Regents. This is the first year of Regents tests for the grade, so they aren’t sure what 
to expect. The eighth grade math teachers, Ms. Hernandez and Mr. Heine have been 
preparing the students for the Regents with extra prep time after school. If the students 
need more practice, there are a few places where they can get it. 

 Review the Key Topics:
• Number Theory- Properties of Real Numbers
• Operations- Radicals, Scientific Notation, Fractions, Percents, Ratios, and  
 Proportions, Direct Variation, Exponents, Factorials, Absolute Value
• Variables & Expressions- Algebraic Representation, Polynomials, Algebraic  
 Fractions, Factoring
• Equations & Inequalities- Linear Equations, Quadratic Equations, Inequalities
• Patterns, Fractions, & Relations- Functions, Sets & Venn Diagrams, Interval  
 Notation
• Trigonometric Functions- Pythagorean Theorem, Ratios,
• Coordinate Geometry- Slope, Parallel & Perpendicular Lines, Parabolas
• Shapes- Area, Perimeter, Volume, Surface Area
• Measurement- Metric/English Conversions, Error
• Working with Data- Categorizing Data, Mean, Median, Mode, Displaying Data
• Probability- Counting Principle, Single & Compound Events, Sample Space &  
 Tree Diagrams

Online Practice:
 http://www.nysedregents.org/IntegratedAlgebra/   This website has the actual  
 Regents Tests and answers from June 2008 to January 2010. 
 http://www.regentsprep.org/Regents/math/ALGEBRA/math-ALGEBRA.htm
 This website has practice tests for different topics of the test. Pick one or com 
 plete them all.
  Teacher-Recommended Books:
 Barron’s Regents: Integrated Algebra: These books have sample test questions  
 and even full Regents Tests. This book is the most useful because it explains  
 why each answer is correct and why all the others are wrong. 

 Tips for Taking the Test:
 barronsregents.com gives many tips for taking the test. Some include:
• Pace yourself. Regents are longer than other tests that you’ve taken, so be  
 aware of how much time you have.
• Read all the questions carefully.
• If you don’t know, guess. Just be sure to use elimination to make the best guess  
 possible.
• Complete all the practice tests that your teacher has given you. If you think you  
 need more practice, use this extra practice. 
• Do the things that they tell you to do before every big test: Get a good night’s  
 sleep, be prepared that day, eat breakfast, etc.

Integrated Alge-
bra PReparation

Familiarize yourself with the test: 
There are only so many questions that the Regents can ask and only so many ways they 
can ask it.  You will be able to see patterns and repeated questions the more practice 
questions you do.  The more familiar you are with the test, the better prepared you will 
be.  Here are 5 helpful hints…

Take full practice tests:
You should take 3-4 full practice tests on your own and score yourself to see how you 
will do on the real test.  You can also analyze which types of questions and topics you 
need to work on.  Taking full practice tests will also help you get used to taking long 
exams.

When you’re done taking a practice test, score it and review what you got wrong:
Far too often, students mark questions right or wrong and then never look at the ques-
tions again.  Look at the questions you got wrong or were not sure about and figure out 
why you got the question wrong.  Remember, there are only a limited number of ideas 
they can test you on.

Break questions down by topic:
There are some topics you know better than others so you should identify the topics you 
need help with and focus your attention on those.  Taking and analyzing full practice 
tests should help you figure out what you need the most work on.

Look at sample essays: (For English and History Regents)
In Regents review books and regents websites, you can find sample essays that are 
scored and explained.  Look at samples to see exactly what graders are looking for and 
the best ways to gain points.  

Go to your teacher’s Regents help sessions:
Whether they are after school, sixth period or by appointment, go!  Your teachers are 
experts in their subjects.  Use their knowledge to your advantage.

How to Study For 
the Regents:

-OLIVIA WITTING ‘14 AND ERIN CAMIA ‘14

Living Enviroment 
Sample Question

Intergrated Algebra 
Sample Question



 

New York University is known as an over-
priced college spread out through most of 
downtown Manhattan. Although it lacks 
the traditional campus and frat-bonding ex-
perience, it is still on most seniors’ college 
list. Surrounded by clubs, restaurants, and 
many high-fashion clothing stores, NYU 
has attracted many music fans because of 
the endless opportunities the city holds. As 
the music industry grew, the Tisch School 
for Recorded Music formed. An email from 
our very own Ms. You informed me about 
a special program called The Clive Davis 
Department of Recorded Music at NYU-
Tisch School of the Arts, which was hold-
ing a program called Future Music Mo-
guls. The program introduces all aspects 
of the contemporary music business to 
students, with a special focus on develop-
ing entrepreneurial skills. Learning about 
what makes a hit song, marketing, promo-
tion, touring, publicity, branding, how the 
Internet and mobile devices affect the de-
livery and distribution of music, producing 
using basic Pro Tools software, and what it 
means to be a Music Mogul are just a few 
of the things one will learn in this program. 
And the best part? It was FREE. 
 But NYU would never open a free 
program to high school juniors in the tri-
state area without making the application 
difficult. Prospective students must apply 
online and retrieve 2 letters of recommen-
dation, one from a guidance counselor and 
one from a teacher. On the online applica-
tion form, students are asked to explain 
how they are misrepresented in the music 
industry. This may be because of gender, 
orientation, ethnicity, and even religion. 
Next, two short responses of your favorite 
2 albums need to be briefly described. This 
might seem like a lot, but there’s even more. 
If you are accepted, you will be called in 
for an interview at one of the NYU build-
ings. I was placed in the biggest record-
ing studio NYU has. In the interview, you 
are broken into a group by random. With 
your group, you all must come up with a 

movie plot, actors who will play the lead 
roles, a soundtrack for the movie (this in-
cludes the genre and artists), and how you 
will market and finally promote this movie 
and soundtrack together. After agreeing on 
what the group wants to do, everyone will 
present in front of a few alumni of the mu-
sic industry. Also in the interview, every-
one is asked to write down two facts about 
themselves, and one lie. The whole room 
has to figure out which one is the lie. Some 
of you may be wondering what this has to 
do with the music industry; let’s just say 
this business isn’t the most truthful.
     About a week or so after, you 
find out whether you made it or not! If you 
were one of the 15 lucky few out of the to-
tal applicants who did, you’re in for a new, 
and most importantly, real, experience. 
This program is a 12-week session that 
takes place in the springtime. Attendance is 
expected every Saturday from 10 a.m. to 5 
p.m. with a 1 hour lunch break in between. 
More than 2 absences will get you kicked 
out of the program. But trust me, 6 hours 
a week is nothing when you’re learning 
about what you love. None of us wanted 
the program to end, and it was largely due 
to our phenomenal instructors.
 Jayson Jackson, leading music 
executive (Bad Boy, Virgin Records) and 
Broadway producer (Bridge & Tunnel), 
who manages platinum-selling recording 
superstars ranging from Lauryn Hill, Mos 
Def, Q-tip, Spank Rock and Santigold, was 
one of the instructors of the program. Oh, 
and he’s tight with Diddy. 
 Our producer tech, Ramon Ibanga 
Jr. (aka !llmind), worked with the biggest 
names in Hip-Hop and Rap. Ibanga has 
produced songs for artists such as 50 Cent, 
Eminem, G-Unit, Redman, Scarface, LL 
Cool J, Talib Kweli, KRS ONE, and Jay 
Electronica. And maybe you guys have 
heard of the Jabbawockeez? Well, guess 
who produced the original music for the 
dance crew? It’s obvious that both Jayson 
and Ramon are professionals in the cut-
throat music world.

Future 
Music 
Moguls 
At NYU
Stephanie Aristekesian ‘11

 Sex, drugs, and 
Rock & Roll. These are 
the fundamental compo-
nents of the all girl punk 
rock group, The Runaways. 
The movie, also entitled 
“The Runaways,” is sup-
posed to be a look into the 
lives of both Cherie Currie 
(Dakota Fanning) and Joan 
Jett (Kristen Stewart), two 
of the five members in the 
band, but instead focuses 
on the temporary success of 
Currie (nicknamed “Cherry 
Bomb” by producer Kim 
Fowley). Although it was 
clear that the band’s forma-
tion was due to the hopeful 
and determined Joan Jett, 
Stewart’s role in the movie 
was not nearly as big as 
Fanning’s.
  Although this was 
a time where women came 
upon hardships when fac-
ing the rock & roll scene, 
this movie tells the story of 
the exception. It starts off 
with Jett invading the 70’s 
club in Southern Califor-
nia surrounded by booze, 
older men, and under-aged 
girls. As she catches the 
eye of an acclaimed major 
producer and manager Kim 
Fowley, Joan Jett meets her 
future boss and fellow band 
mates. Fowley loves every-
thing this new girl group 
has to offer but proposes 
the idea of a dirty, blonde 

rocker sex-kitten to take the 
role of lead vocals. Finding 
Currie in a club corner a 
few days later, the band is 
hesitant to take her in after 
her bold looks don’t match 
with her personality. Fan-
ning is coached by Fowley 
after refusing to sing vile 
lyrics and is quickly turned 
into a druggie, acting out all 
the parts a rockstar chick is 
portrayed to be. 
 While the band 
rehearses and gets some 
quick cash from house par-
ties, their manager takes 
most of the income and 
sets them off on tour in a 
run-down van with little 
money. On tour, Currie gets 
involved with one of her 
roadies as well as band-
mate Jett. The Runaway’s 
now went against every-
thing a kid’s parents would 
warn them about. Maybe 
this was why the all girl 
teenage rock band was so 
popular in Japan. Creat-
ing chaos wherever they 
went only fueled the ego 
of front woman Currie. All 
the fame and money went 
to her head and the rest of 
the band was through with 
her outbursts. After an un-
pleasant experience in the 
recording studio, the band 
broke up which caused the 
determined Joan Jett to 
start a new group on her 
own. Cherie lived off her 
fame for a while after but 
eventually ended up work-

ing in a wood shop carving 
sculptures. The movie ends 
with Currie calling in to a 
radio station after hearing 
her former band-mate, best 
friend, and lover. Joan Jett 
finally receives her spot-
light with her billboard-
topping band, Joan Jett and 
the Blackhearts.
 Ultimately, the 
movie did not live up to 
all its underground hype. 
The film was drowned by 
its emphasis on drugs and 
alcohol, which took away 
from the music and story 
behind the band. Addition-
ally, the story was almost 
all one-sided, focusing 
on Currie’s career rather 
than Joan Jett and the rest 
of the band members. The 
soundtrack, however, was 
not as disappointing as the 
movie. Although there was 
no possibility it could live 
up to the classic, grungy 
rock & roll of that time, 
Stewart and Fanning did 
a relatively good job with 
covering the hits. Their 
acting was also surpris-
ingly much better than their 
praised performances in the 
New Moon: Twilight Se-
ries film. Overall, I’d say 
this is a decent movie to 
see with a group of friends 
– not your parents! It gives 
a knowledgeable insight to 
the city nightlife in the 70’s 
and a glimpse into the dis-
covery of a short-lived teen 
phenomenon.

Movie Review: 
The Runaways
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Stephanie 
Aristekesian ‘11

The Bacc Rag 
Wishes everyone 
At BSGE An Amaz-
ing, sunny, and 

Spectacular 
Summer!



This Year In Pictures

Pictures (from top left corner, 
clockwise): Lady Sting Basketball 
made it all the way to the playoff this 
year, Lounge Night ‘Battle of the 
Bands’ set the record for most money 
raised in one night, NYC students en-
joyed three snow days after years of 
having none, Senior Manny Moreno 
was “Made” on MTV’s “Made,” the 
Lady Sting softball team played their 
first official season (last year was de-
velopmental) and finished with a re-
cord of 6-8 and students fist pumped 
and partied on the IB Shore. Photo 
Credits: Jolijt Tamanaha, Natalie 
Dziemitko and Sophomore Council.


