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Boat dance
Canceled

Students in the limo on their way to the BSGE 2009 prom.
Photo credit: Amy Augello

	 The	 2009	 boat	
dance	 was,	 unfortunately,	
called	off.	After	three	years	
of	 immense	 popularity	 it	
was	 suddenly	 canceled	 last	
year	because	no	one	bought	
tickets.	 Virge	 had	 warned	
the	students	that	if	the	same	
happened	this	year	he	would	
be	forced	to	cancel	but	stu-

dents	 still	 didn’t	 purchase	
the	 tickets	 ahead	 of	 time.	
Virge	 said	 that	 the	 boat	
dance	 “used	 to	be	 an	 event	
made	 by	 the	 students	 and	
advised	 by	 an	 adult,”	 but	
now	 it’s	 the	adults	organiz-
ing	it	and	it’s	just	not	work-
ing.	

Helping hands’ weekend 
walk for darfur
	

      Over the years, BSGE’s 
Helping Hands Committee has 
been helping raise 
money for the Save 
Darfur Coalition. A 
big part of their do-
nations to the orga-
nization will include 
money raised from 
this Saturday’s SOS Walk for Dar-
fur at Socrates Sculpture Park. 
The money will be used to buy 
medical supplies, healthcare and 
in general, for the 2.8 million peo-
ple that have been displaced due to 
the genocide in Darfur, Sudan.
	 The	 genocide	 in	 Darfur	 is	
currently	 a	 very	 dire	 situation	 and	
according	to	Peter	Wilson,	who	runs	
BSGE’s	 Helping	 Hands	 committee,	
any	event	to	raise	awareness	will	help	
“put	pressure	on	 the	government	 to	
do	 something	 about	 the	 genocide.”	
Since	2003,	 there	have	hundreds	of	

thousands	of	civilian	deaths	and	the	
mortality figures are steadily rising. 
These	 murders	 are	 mainly	 a	 result	
of armed conflict between the Jan-

jaweed	
militia	
groups	
and	 re-
g iona l	
tribes.
	

It	 is	very	important	for	all	of	us,	as	
teenagers,	 to,	 as	 Peter	 explained,		
“see	ourselves	as	agents	for	change.”	
We	 all	 know	 this	 genocide	 taking	
place	in	Darfur	is	unjust	and	seeing	
as	we	cannot	physically	go	to	Darfur	
and	stop	 the	genocide,	 it	 is	 impera-
tive	to	hold	events	such	as	the	SOS	
Walk.	It	is	vital	to	understand	that	ev-
erything	we	do	can	affect	others	and	
help	them	and	the	SOS	Walk	is	for	a	
great	cause.	So	if	you	do	go,	you	will	
learn	a	lot	about	the	current	situation	
in	Darfur,	and	help	refugees	rebuild	
their	lives	with	your	donations.

	 This	 Saturday,	 teams	 of	 at	
least five members will participate 
in	 this	 walk	 and	 at	 least	 one	 mem-
ber	 of	 a	 team	 must	 walk	 the	 entire	
time	 from	 9am	 to	 6pm.	 The	 Help-
ing	Hands	Committee	 suggests	 that	
each	member	donate	$25.	There	will	
be	 food	 and	 entertainment,	 as	 well	
as	 many	 other	 things	 being	 sold	 to	
help	raise	money.	The	SOS	Walk	is	
expected	to	turn	into	a	real	success,	
with	 an	 expected	 500-800	 people	
attending,	 most	 of	 them	 from	 local	
high	 schools.	 The	 Helping	 Hands	
committee	 is	 also	 spreading	 the	
word with lots of flyers and posters, 
hoping	to	get	more	people	to	attend	
and	 help	 out.	 However,	 Peter	 says	
that	 no	 matter	 how	 successful	 this	
event	 is,	 they	 hope	 that	 they	 don’t	
have	 to	 turn	 it	 into	an	annual	event	
and	hopefully	the	genocide	will	end.	
Either	way,	 it	 is	 really	 important	 to	
help	raise	money	for	Darfur,	so	help	
out	by	going	to	the	SOS	Walk.

simran vazirani ‘11

who wears short 
shorts?
	 According to 
DOE rules students can not 
wear shorts that are more 
than 2 inches above the 
knee. Open toed sandals, 
flip flops, spaghetti straps 
and wife beaters are all 
also against regulation. You 
can use this ruler to check 
whether your shorts meet 
regulation. 

Whose	teeth	are	these?:

“It is very important for all 
of us, as teenagers, to, as Pe-
ter explained,  ‘see ourselves 

as agents for change.’”

bsge plans, rain 
laughs
	 The Helping Hands 
Committee planned our an-
nual BSGE Earth Day cele-
bration at Socrates Sculpture 
Park for Friday, June 5th but 
it was canceled due to rain. 
Many students showed up 
to school with a hoe in one 
hand and a shovel in the oth-
er only to find themselves 
sitting in English class.

Turn to page 16 to find out how they got chipped!

The REcession Hits 
Close to Home At 
BSGE
	 The	 recent	 eco-
nomic	downturn	has	inevita-
bly	led	to	budget	cuts	across	
New	 York	 City	 and	 BSGE	
is	 not	 immune	 from	 these	
reductions.	 	 Despite	 being	
ranked	US	News	and	World	
Report’s	 #38	 High	 School	
in	 the	 country	 and	 having	
the	 highest	 ELA	 scores	 in	
Queens,	 BSGE	 is	 losing	
almost	 $200,000,	 approxi-
mately	5%,	 from	 its	budget	
next	 year.	 	 These	 cuts	 will	
have	an	 impact	on	how	our	
school	is	run	and	the	quality	
of	our	education.		

BSge Softball 
goes Unde-
feated
		 BSGE	Lady	Sting	
went	 undefeated	 this	 sea-
son,	 8-0,	 in	 the	 PSAL	 de-
velopmental	 league.	 They	
were	also	the	champions	of	
the	developmental	division	
but	were	not	eligible	for	the	

playoffs	 because	 they’re	
developmental.	 Next	 year,	
however,	 they	will	be	pro-
moted	from	the	and	be	eli-
gible	for	the	playoffs.	Con-
gratulations Lady Sting!

the IB art show
	 April	 2nd	 through	
April	 6th,	 students	 in	 the	
IB	Art	SL	and	HL	programs	
displayed	 their	 artwork	 in	
the	 BSGE	 library,	 for	 IB	
evaluation	and	for	the	BSGE	
community	 to	 appreciate.		
More than fifty students 
displayed	 their	 artwork	
that	 culminated	 in	 a	 clos-
ing	 ceremony	 and	 auction	
that	raised	almost	$1000	for	
the	artists	and	for	the	BSGE	
art	 program.	 	 The	 students	
displayed	 multiple	 pieces	
of work around a unified 
theme.		Great	job	BSGE	art-
ists	and	IB	Art	teachers,	Mr.	
Steele and Mr. McGuire!
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editorial: a thank 
you note
	 S u m m e r ’ s	
quickly	 approaching,	
the	 school	 year’s	 al-
most	 over	 and	 this	 is	
our final issue in our 
2008-2009	volume.	
	 This	 16	 page	
issue	 is	 packed	 tight,	
and	 includes	 senior	
goodbyes,	 a	 page	 for	
the	 entering	 diploma	
students	 and	 articles	
by	 our	 new,	 talented,	
seventh	 (soon	 to	 be	
eighth)	 grade	 staff	
members.	 It’s	 the	 end	
of	 our	 second	 year	
as “BSGE’s Official 
Buzz,”	 and	 our	 fourth	
year	 as	 a	 newspaper,	
and	 there	are	so	many	
people	to	thank	for	our	
success	and	growth.	
	 Of	 course	 a	
huge	 thank	 you	 goes	
to	 BSGE	 students,	
parents,	 teachers	 and	
faculty,	who	so	enthu-
siastically	 read	 and	
react	 to	 every	 issue.	
Without	 readers,	 after	
all,	a	newspaper	serves	
no	purpose.
	 And	 then	 there	
are	 also	 the	 advisory	
teachers	who	so	kindly	
allow	their	students	 to		
read	our	work.	
	 Amy	 Reichel,	
the	PTA	and	our	donors	
all	deserve	a	thank	you	
for	making	 the	BACC	
Rag	 possible	 through	
their	 monetary	 sup-
port.	
	 Melissa	 Hin-
son,	 Shantanu	 Saha	
and	Mouse	Squad	also	
deserve	a	thank	you	for	
giving	us	access	to	the	
laptops	which	allow	us	
to	work	at	school.	
	 We	 thank	
Adam	Noor	for	always	
making	sure	there	is	no	
leftover	pizza.
	 A	 thank	 you	
goes	 to	 Virge	 Ramos	
and	 the	 Yearbook	 for	
letting	 us	 use	 their	
photos.
	 A	 thank	 you	
goes	to	the	guest	writ-
ers	 and	 artists	 who	
play	a	vital	role	in	the	
creation	and	content	of	
The	 BACC	 Rag.	 We	
also	 thank	 everyone	
who	has	given	us	story	
tips	 and	 opportunities	
and	pictures.	
	 Of	 course,	 the	

BACC	 Rag	 staff	 also	
deserves	 recognition.	
They	 usually,	 kinda,	
sort	of	meet	deadlines.	
They’re	 all	 dedicat-
ed	 and	 hard	 working	
(sometimes).
	 The	BACC	Rag	
advisor,	Aly	Lakhaney	
deserves	 one	 of	 the	
biggest	 “thank	 you’s”	
of	 them	 all.	 Without	
him	 the	 newspaper	
would	be	far	from	pos-
sible	and	we	all	 thank	
him	for	his	dedication,	
understanding	 and	 pa-
tience.
 We’d finally 
like to thank Ms. John-
son,	 who	 has	 always	
given	us	 a	 remarkable	
amount	 of	 trust	 and	
room	 to	 navigate	 the	
world	 of	 responsible	
media.	
	 This	 is	 hope-
fully	 a	 world	 that	 we	
can	 continue	 to	 ex-
plore.	With	every	issue	
comes	new	ideas,	new	
formats,	new	concepts	
and a refined image. 
The	 BACC	 Rag	 staff	
has	 grown	 closer	 and	
closer	 and	our	writing	
has	 greatly	 improved.	
Together,	with	the	help	
of	 	many	students	and	
BSGE	 staff,	 we	 put	
out “BSGE’s Official 
Buzz.”	 Next	 year	 we	
hope	to	continue	to	de-
velop.	
	 This	 school	
year	has	been	one	with	
many	adjustments.		The	
economic	crisis	has	af-
fected	 every	 aspect	 of	
our	lives.	Some	parents	
are	 losing	 their	 jobs,	
students	 their	 luxuries	
and	 some	 their	 neces-
sities,	 families	 their	
vacations,	 and	 BSGE	
its	funding.	BSGE	has	
suffered	 from	 budget	
cuts	 it’s	 never	 had	 to	
deal	 with	 but	 we’ve	
fought	 through.	 How-
ever,	 the	 school	 has		
still	 managed	 to	 place	
as	 the	 38th	 ranked	
public	 high	 school	 in	
America,	 offer	 the	 IB	
diploma	 to	 all	 of	 its	
students	 and	 maintain	
its	 small,	 close	 and	
loving	atmosphere.
	 The	 BACC	
Rag	wishes	everyone	a	
great	summer

 Due to the size of 
our school, BSGE students 
have lost the opportunity 
to
have a gym, an indoor 
place to go and to play sev-
eral kinds of sports. Having 
a gym would be best for 
the school because outside 
factors such as weather 
and the terrain wouldn’t af-
fect the gym giving BSGE 
students
more chances to play their 
favorite kind of sports. It 
would also give the stu-

dents a chance to play more 

variety of sports other than 
just basketball or football 
out at the park. 
  Students have 
different reactions about 
whether having a gym 
would affect students’ ac-
tiveness. “It makes the stu-
dents a lot less active since 
we are in school all day, 
students can’t play their fa-
vorite sports or play on
their favorite teams,” says 
Andy Catucci ‘10. Not 
everyone feels this way 
though,
some students just want 
to participate in dance or 

work out in the fitness 
room, but maybe having a 
gym increases the students’ 
participation in phys.ed. If 
we were to have a gym, it 
would be a hassle to main-
tain it but it would also be 
a place for people to hang 
out and to kill time. In fact 
the gym would most like-
ly be made of hard wood 
floors that can let you play 
a lot of sports such as vol-
ley ball, basketball and 
several other sports.
  There would be 
some limits into having a 
gym because we wouldn’t 
be able to play sports the 
designated for playing out-
side. The way BSGE copes 
with the lack of a gym is to 
go to the local park that’s 
about three blocks away 
from the school. Even 
though students don’t have 
a gym they try to play as 
much as they can during 
gym whether it’s raining 
or sunny. Since it seems 
like BSGE will never get 
a gym going to park every-
day phys ed. period is just 
as good.

does bsge real-
ly need a gym?
Steven alvarez 

‘14

Students at the park during gym.
Photo credit: Auset Alexander

	 I	enjoyed	read-
ing	Kristen	Spang’s	
editorial	on	the	school’s	
lateness	policy.		It’s	
nice	to	know	that	we	
can	voice	our	opinions	
openly	in	the	school	
newspaper.		I	wanted	to	
offer	some	perspective	
on	the	issue	and	discuss	
other	aspects	of	the	
policy.
	 To	understand	
this	policy	we	should	
first look at the policy 
that	existed	before.		Pri-
or	to	the	current	system,	
when	we	showed	up	at	
8:05	or	later,	we	were	
forced to miss first pe-
riod	and	stay	in	the	caf-
eteria.		In	the	cafeteria,	
we	could	do	our	home-
work,	read	newspapers,	
and	eat	breakfast.	Not	
only	was	this	an	ineffec-
tive	punishment,	but	it	
was	also	an	incentive	to	
be late!  Students would 
waste	time	around	the	
corner,	get	breakfast	lei-
surely	across	the	street,	

and	come	in	
late	on	pur-
pose	because	
the	punish-
ment	was	that	
we	didn’t	have	
to go to first 
period.		Surely	
one	would	
think	that	not	
many	students	
would	behave	
this	way	and	
would	un-
derstand	that	
they	were	jeopardizing	
their	futures,	however,	
lateness	was	chronic,	
especially	among	the	
older	students.		In	some	
instances,	only	half	of	
senior	classes	were	in	
their	seats	at	8:00AM.
	 The	school	
came	up	with	a	policy	
knowing	it	was	not	per-
fect	but	whose	purpose	
was	to	act	as	a	deterrent	
to	lateness.		Immediate-
ly,	student	lateness	was	
cut	down	by	as	much	as	
80%!  I remember see-
ing	one	senior	running	
down	36th	avenue	at	

7:58AM	to	make	sure	he	
was	on	time.		That	was	
when	I	thought	maybe	
this	policy	is	a	good	one.
	 Now	I	agree	
that	students	should	use	
their	own	judgment	and	
be	responsible	and	act	
responsibly	however	
when	we	relied	on	that	
thinking	we	had	a	big	
problem	with	lateness.	I	
believe	that	in	this	case	
it	is	better	that	we	deter	
kids	through	punishment	
even	if	they	don’t	un-
derstand	why	than	it	is	
to	have	a	school	culture	
that	encourages	lateness.

Response to last is-
sue’s “The new late-
ness Policy”

“I remember seeing 
one senior running 
down 36th avenue 

at 7:58AM to make 
sure he was on time.  

That was when I 
thought maybe this 

policy is a good one.”

Anonymous



	 Every	 year	 on	 the	
third	 Sunday	 of	 May,	 tens	 of	
thousands	 of	 people	 march	
from	 Central	 Park	 to	 River-
side	 Drive	 and	 back	 	 to	 raise	
money	 for	 people	 living	 with	
HIV/AIDS.	 Last	 year,	 they	
raised	over	$7	million	dollars.	
According	 to	 www.aidswalk.
net/newyork,	 “Since	 1986,	
AIDS	 Walk	 New	 York	 has	
raised	 more	 than	 $105	 mil-
lion	 for	 HIV	 programs	 and	
services	 in	 the	 tri-state	 area.”	
Most	of	the	money	raised	goes	
to	 the	Gay	Men’s	Health	Cri-
sis	 (GMHC),	 and	 they	 use	 it	
to	help	people	with	the	disease	

get public benefits, get people 
tested,	and	 to	 raise	awareness	
of	HIV/AIDS.
 The first thing you do 
is	register	online	for	the	walk.	
You	can	join	an	existing	team,	
or	create	your	own.	When	you	
arrive	at	the	walk	that	day,	you	
will	 sign	 in	 with	 your	 team	
and	 wait	 for	 the	 walk	 to	 be-
gin.	The	walk	is	6.2	miles,	or	
10	kilometers,	 in	 total.	Along	
the	way,	different	sponsors	of-
fer	 free	 snacks	 and	 drinks	 at	
checkpoints.	 There	 are	 three	
checkpoints	 during	 the	 walk.	
Once	you	arrive	back	at	Cen-
tral	Park,	you	are	awarded	with	
more	free	food	and	drinks,	and	
you	can	sit	down	and	enjoy	a	

concert.	After	the	concert,	 the	
total	 amount	 of	 money	 raised	
is	announced.	
	 Even	 though	 the	
next	walk	won’t	be	until	May	
2010,	 you	 can	 still	 donate	 to	
AIDS	Walk	NY.	You	will	need	
a	credit	card	to	donate	online.	
Go	to	www.aidswalk.net/new-
york	and	click	“Raise	Money.”	
After	 that,	 click	 on	 “Make	 a	
General	 Donation.”	 You	 can	
pick	 the	 amount	 you	 want	 to	
donate, and then fill out the in-
formation.	If	you	can’t	donate	
online,	 wait	 until	 next	 year,	
and	 sponsor	 someone	 you	
know	 is	 walking,	 or	 sign	 up	
for	the	walk	and	collect	dona-
tions.

BSGE Walks the 
AIDS walk

erin Camia ‘14

Team BSGE at the AIDS walk 2009.
Photo credit: Erin Camia

	

My	 name	 is	 Nathan	 Nikolic	 and	 for	 my	
tenth	 grade	 personal	 project	 I	 chose	 the	
topic of global warming.  In specific I cre-
ated	a	plan	to	move	the	United	States	off	
of	fossil	fuels	in	50	years.		It	took	a	lot	of	
work	and	research,	but	on	the	upside	I	now	
know	quite	a	bit	about	alternative	energy	
and	America’s	consumption	habits.
	 For	 those	 who	 are	 unaware	 of	
what	global	warming	is	or	have	some	con-
fusions	 to	what	 it	means,	 this	 article	will	
clarify	 that.	 	 For	 those	 who	 are	 already	
informed	about	 the	 topic,	 this	article	will	
provide	 more	 information	 and	 some	 tips	
on	how	you	can	reduce	your	impact	on	the	
environment.	
	 Global	 warming	 describes	 the	
change	in	the	earth’s	climate	and	weather	
patterns.		Since	the	beginning	of	the	indus-
trial	age	in	the	19th	century	humans	have	
been	 burning	 fossil	 fuels	 and	 emitting	
pollutants	 such	 as	 carbon	 dioxide,	 sulfur,	
and	methane	 into	 the	atmosphere.	 	Fossil	
fuels are made from the liquefied remains 
of	million	year	old	organisms.		The	carbon	
stored	 within	 these	 fuels	 is	 released	 into	
the	atmosphere	when	we	burn	 things	 like	
coal	and	oil.	 	This	carbon	bonds	with	the	
oxygen	in	the	atmosphere	to	form	carbon	
dioxide.	 	 Carbon	 dioxide,	 along	 with	 the	
other	chemicals	released	form	an	invisible	
blanket	around	the	earth,	trapping	heat	that	
would	otherwise	escape	back	into	space.		It	
is	necessary	to	have	some	of	these	green-
house	 gases	 in	 order	 to	 keep	 the	 earth’s	
temperature	 high	 enough	 to	 sustain	 life,	
but	 when	 there	 is	 too	 much	 in	 the	 atmo-
sphere	 the	world	becomes	exposed	 to	se-
vere	 climate	 change,	 which	 threatens	 the	
existence	of	us	all.
	 As	the	temperature	rises	and	land	
ice	melts	 the	ocean	 levels	will	 rise.	 	This	
rise	ensures	that	the	ocean	will	swallow	up	
low	 altitude	 landmasses.	 	 Places	 such	 as	
Florida,	Holland,	 and	many	parts	of	Asia	
could	 be	 underwater	 in	 20	 years	 if	 noth-
ing	is	done	to	reverse	this	warming.		Aside	
from	simply	causing	ocean	 levels	 to	 rise,	
warming	 also	 destroys	 ecosystems	 and	
causes	 extinction.	 	 This	 is	 because	 cer-
tain	plant	species	can	only	exist	with	very	
specific weather patterns.  Because global 
warming	 changes	 ocean	 temperatures,	
weather	 patterns	 all	 over	 the	 world	 are	
thrown	off.		The	loss	of	a	single	keystone	
plant	species	could	be	enough	to	offset	an	
entire	ecosystem.
	 These	drastic	consequences	indi-
cate	 that	 something	 is	 wrong.	 	 Fossil	 fu-
els	were	not	meant	to	be	burnt	at	this	rate.		
Some	say	that	the	atmosphere	is	too	big	for	
humans to have any influence over it.  But 
this	is	not	true.		We	used	to	think	that	we	
could	do	 anything	 to	 the	oceans	 and	 that	
nothing	would	ever	happen	to	them.		Then	
we saw that fish started dying and that the 
oceans	are	not	 immune	 to	our	actions.	 In	
the	same	way	we	must	now	realize	that	this	
is	also	 true	 in	 regards	 to	 the	seas	as	with	
the atmosphere.  We cannot dump infinite 
amounts	of	gases	into	the	air	without	con-
sequence.		But	we	use	fossil	fuels	to	power	
our	modern	day	lives,	so	how	can	we	pro-
tect	the	planet	and	maintain	our	current	life	
styles?		We	can’t.
												Something	has	to	change.		Either	
we	have	to	modify	the	way	we	live	and	the	
way	we	consume	energy	or	we	can	resign	
ourselves	to	the	fact	that	in	a	hundred	years	
the	 world	 will	 be	 a	 very	 different	 place,	
that	 thousands	 of	 species	 of	 animals	 will	
be	gone,	 that	 entire	 countries	will	 be	un-

der	water,	and	that	life	itself	may	become	
unsustainable.		So	how	do	we	change?		Of	
course	the	government	must	take	action	in	
the	forms	of	tax	exemptions	and	ordinances	
in	order	to	encourage	the	development	of	
alternative	energies.		But	this	alone	won’t	
be	enough;	change	comes	from	the	people.		
We	need	to	start	making	choices	about	the	
way	 we	 live	 to	 lead	 a	 more	 eco-friendly	
lifestyle.	 	Below	is	a	 list	of	 things	we,	as	
individuals,	can	do	to	help.		Keep	in	mind	
that	not	 every	 suggestion	prevents	global	
warming.	 	 Some	 protect	 the	 environment	
for	different	reasons.

1)	When	you	shop	 look	 for	products	 that	
say	 “green,”	 “eco-friendly,”	 “natural,”	 or	
in	cases	of	food,	“organic.”		This	will	not	
only	help	the	environment,	but	these	prod-
ucts	are	also	healthier.		They	aren’t	manu-
factured	 with	 dangerous	 chemicals	 that	
won’t	decompose	or	that	will	leech	into	the	
water.	 	 But	 beware;	 some	 companies	 are	
guilty	 of	 “green-washing,”	 which	 means	
that	 they	 lie	about	having	 these	products.		
Look for specifics on the products.  If the 
information	is	vague,	chances	are	the	prod-
uct	isn’t	really	eco-friendly.

2)	If	you	are	in	a	position	to	buy	a	car,	look	
at the fuel efficiency of the car.  This will 
not	only	save	you	money	in	a	bad	economy,	
but	 it	will	help	 the	environment	by	emit-
ting	fewer	pollutants	into	the	air.		There	are	
cars	that	get	40	mpg	or	better.		Dealerships	
tend	to	hide	them	because	they	make	more	
money	off	of	SUVs	and	sports	cars.

3)	 If	 you	 can,	 try	 to	 buy	 electricity	 for	
companies	that	support	alternative	energy	
such	as	solar,	wind,	or	hydroelectric	power.		
This may be difficult to do depending on 
where	you	live.		However	if	you	get	elec-
tricity	 from	 Con-Edison,	 you	 can	 choose	
to	 pay	 slightly	 more	 for	 your	 electricity.		
These	extra	dollars	go	towards	developing	
alternative	energies.

4) Buy energy efficient products when pos-
sible.		I	realize	that	most	of	us	are	students	
and	our	parents	buy	the	major	appliances	
in our homes, so tell them about this!  Ex-
plain how an energy efficient refrigerator 
will	pay	for	itself	in	a	year	and	a	half.		Tell	
them how an energy efficient washing ma-
chine	can	save	over	a	thousand	dollars	in	
the	long	run.

5)	 Lastly,	 air	 conditioning	 uses	 a	 huge	
amount	 of	 energy.	 	 Be	 responsible	 and	
don’t	 blast	 it	 too	 much.	 	You	 only	 really	
need	 air	 conditioning	 on	 days	 when	 the	
temperature	is	85	or	above.		Other	days	use	
a	fan.		On	days	when	air	conditioning	is	a	
must,	try	not	to	turn	it	down	below	75	de-
grees.		All	these	things	help	to	reduce	car-
bon	emissions,	and	most	save	you	money	
as	well.

For	a	list	of	more	things	you	can	do	to	help	
check	out	these	sights.

http://www.worldwatch.org/node3915?gcl
id=COWe18H05poCFQJ2xgodS0IFjw

http://www.lifegoggles.com/489/10-easy-
ways-to-reduce-your-carbon-footprint/

http://sustainability.publicradio.org/con-
sumed/tips.html

I	 may	 have	 already	 mentioned	 a	 few	 of	
them.	 	Remember,	 this	 is	our	planet,	 and	
its	our	responsibility	to	keep	it	healthy.

how to save 
the world

Nathan Nikolic ‘11

	 The	novel	Kindred,	
by	Octavia	E.	Butler,	is	a	
raw	and	exhilarating	account	
about	a	woman’s	harrowing	
experience	in	pre-Civil	War	
Maryland.	This	book	is	a	
hybrid	of	classic	science	and	
historical fiction. The sci-fi in 
the	book	comes	from	the	fact	
that	the	main	character,	Dana,	
is	a	26	year	old	an	African	
American	woman	who	lives	
in	California	during	the	70’s	
but	most	of	the	book	takes	
place	in	antebellum	Maryland	
because	Dana	experiences	
strange	transportations	to	
the past. The first one occurs 
when	Dana	and	her	husband	
are	unpacking	their	belong-
ings	in	a	home	they	recently	
moved	into.	Suddenly	Dana	
experiences	a	strange	feeling;	
she	becomes	nauseous	and	
dizzy	and	blacks	out.	Dana	
almost immediately finds 
herself	in	a	strange	place	
and	sees	a	small	boy	drown-
ing,	she	rushes	to	go	save	
the	boy;	little	does	she	know	
how significant this boy is 
to	her	own	life.	Throughout	
the	book	she	is	transported	
more	and	more,	each	time	she	
stays	longer	in	Maryland.	All	
of	her	visits	involve	Rufus	
and	his	relationship	with	one	
of	his	family’s	slaves	Alice	
Greenwood.	While	reading	
you	soon	discovers	that	all	
three	of	these	characters	are	
related	to	each	other	in	more	
ways	than	you	think.	Dana	

and	this	boy	whose	name	
is	Rufus	develop	a	bond	as	
the	book	progresses	and	she	
continues	to	be	transported	
to	Maryland	during	the	
early	1800’s.	It	is	thrilling	
to	experience	what	she	is	
going	through;	it	is	amazing	
to	read	what	its	like	for	
Dana	as	a	modern	young	
woman	to	be	forced	to	adapt	
and	survive	in	an	environ-
ment	where	not	only	being	
black	but	also	a	woman	is	
extremely	dangerous.	Rufus	
is	also	an	interesting	char-
acter	because	when	he	starts	
to	develop,	the	reader	begins	
to	understand	why	Dana	was	
sent	to	watch	over	him.
	 Butler’s	writing	
style	is	extremely	easy	to	
read,	she	is	very	blunt	and	
simple	when	with	her	descrip-
tions	and	the	conveying	of	
feelings.	The	book’s	point	
of	view	is	also	very	helpful	
because	it	is	written	from	
Dana’s	view,	this	creates	
a	very	interesting	outlook	
because	it’s	the	way	we	would	
see	things.	After	reading	this	
book	I	came	away	with	the	
lesson	that	a	person’s	history	
or	past	is	just	as	important	
as	their	present.	The	stories	
of	the	people	who	came	
before	us	are	profound	and	
are	apart	of	our	own	stories,	
because	without	them	and	
their	journeys	we	wouldn’t	be	
here,	Kindred	helps	the	reader	
draw	closer	to	his	or	her	own	
history.	
Butler	is	excellent	at	describ-
ing	slavery	without	giving	the	

readers	cliché	images,	or	ideas	
that	we	are	all	familiar	with	
such	as	cotton	picking	and	
the	auction	block.		This	quote	
shows	how	she	successfully	
captures	a	moment	for	the	
reader. This when Dana first 
witnesses	one	of	the	many	
horrors	of	slavery:	“I	could	
literally	smell	his	sweat,	hear	
every	ragged	breath,	every	
cry,	every	cut	of	the	whip.	I	
could	see	his	body	jerking,	
convulsing,	straining	against	
the	rope	as	his	screaming	
went	on	and	on.	My	stomach	
heaved,	and	I	had	to	force	
myself	to	stay	where	I	was	
and	keep	quiet.”
	 This	book	gives	
the	reader	a	different	view	of	
slavery	and	adds	an	emotional	
dimension,	something	that	the	
textbooks	we	are	all	used	to	
lack.	This	is	a	book	for	people	
who	love	history	but	also	love	
a	good	adventure.	A	novel	like	
this	is	for	the	open	minded	
opinionated	bunch,	because	
it	will	leave	you	with	a	lot	of	
new	ideas	and	judgments.

Find this one in the library, Book Review:

Takesha Gra-
ham ‘11

KindRed



	 Everyone	 was	
feeling	 Britney	 Spears’	 hit	
“Circus”,	so	why	not	make	
it	 the	 theme	 of	 this	 years’	
yearbook?	 The	 book	 is	
packed	with	memories	and	
everything	 associated	 with	
the	Circus	including	bright	
colors,	 originality,	 and	
mayhem.	
	 With	 the	 table	 of	
contents	 as	 a	 world	 map,	
the	 creativity	 put	 into	 this	

yearbook	was	apparent	im-
mediately.	 The	 yearbook	
staff	 was	 devoted	 to	 this	
years’	 theme,	 using	 clever	
headings	 such	 as	 “We	 are	
cirque	 D’IB”.	 Only	 a	 few	
pages	 stray	 from	 the	 cir-
cus	theme,	like	the	“Where	
have	we	gone?”	page.
	 One	 of	 the	 most	
exciting pages is filled with 
baby	 photos.	 It	 was	 inter-
esting	 to	 look	 at	 the	 old	
faces	and	match	them	with	
the	new.		The	yearbook	also	
brought	back	 their	original	

senior profile format, used 
in the first and second year-
book.	Each	 senior	has	 two	
pictures,	 one	 formal	 and	
one	 silly,	 	 and	 then	 a	 few	
lines	 about	 the	 senior.	 It’s	
a	 nice	 parallel	 but	 I	 found	
the	 index	 card	 layout	 for	
the senior profiles from the 
last	 year’s	 yearbook	 more	
appealing.	 However,	 look-
ing	at	these	couple	of	pages	
still	gives	the	reader	a	great	
insight	 into	 the	 personali-
ties	 of	 the	 graduating	 se-
niors.	

	 To	 raise	 money,	
the	 last	 pages	 of	 the	 year-
book	 had	 boosters	 full	 of	
proud	parents	and	support-
ing	friends.
	 The	overall	graph-
ics	 can	 seem	 overbearing	
but	true	to	the	theme.	With	
so	 many	 colors	 and	 pic-
tures,	I	found	it	a	little	dis-
tracting.	 Overall,	 however,	
the	yearbook,	with	its	little	
snippet	 and	 photos	 that	
manage	 to	 capture	 6	 years	
of	 experience,	 pleases	 the	
eye	and	warms	the	heart.	

With	the	IB	tests	came	signs	and	cau-
tion	tape	warning	students	away	from	
testing	areas.	In	an	effort	to	keep	it	all	
as	quiet	as	possible	for	testers,	BSGE	
closes	down	sections	of	the	hallways	
throughout	May.	It’ll	all	start	again	
when	8th	through	12th	graders	are	tak-
ing regents towards the end of June. 

yearbook: the circus 
comes to bsge
Stephanie Aris-

takesian ‘11

the world’s fate
	 There	are	around	6	billion	people	living	on	Earth	
at	this	moment.	Many	people	believe	that	in	a	mere	three	
years	the	world’s	population,	all	six	billion	people,	will	be	
wiped	off	the	face	of	the	Earth.	There	are	a	number	of	dif-
ferent	prophecies	and	theories	that	all	end	with	“The	End.”	
The	end	of	the	world,	that	is.	
	 People	have	always	been	predicting	 the	Earth’s	
last	 year,	 month,	 day	 or	 even	 hour	 however,	 obviously,	
none of them have ever come true. June 6th, 2006 was 
apparently	going	to	be	the	end	of	the	world	because	of	its	
symbolic	 date,	 666.	And	 a	 little	 over	 three	 years	 a	 later	
the	Earth	still	stands.	Before	that	we	had	the	Y2K	scare.	
Violent,	planet-wide	death	was	supposed	to	come	with	the	
turn	of	the	millennium.	
	 Unlike	 many	 previous	 so-called	 dates	 of	 the	
apocalypse	many	different	theories	exist	that	point	towards	
December 21, 2012 as mankind’s final day. The most well 
known	is	based	on	the	Mayan	calender,	which	ends	on	that	
day.	Below	are	a	few	things	various	prophecies	and	indi-
viduals	have	predicted	will	happen	on	that	day:	
Natural Disasters:	These	events	are	uncontrollable,	and	
for	the	most	part	the	public	is	unaware	of	when	one	will	
take	place.		Climatologists	can	sometimes	predict	storms,	
earthquakes,	or	even	volcano	eruptions,	but	there	is	a	
limit	to	the	accuracy	of	modern	technology.		Hurricane	
Katrina	was	of	course	under	estimated,	and	it	wiped	
out	80%	of	New	Orleans.		To	this	day,	people	are	just	
now	recouping,	and	getting	their	families	back	on	their	
feet.			Imagine	a	storm	like	Katrina,	but	on	a	much	larger	
scale;	80	percent	of	the	world	compared	to	80	percent	
of	a	city.	One	of	the	unfortunate	predictions	for	the	end	
of	the	world	comes	from	a	popular	tourist	site	in	Wyo-
ming.		While	people	are	still	amazed	by	America’s	Old	
Faithful,	they	will	become	even	more	appalled	when	it	
is	the	reason	for	the	destruction	of	our	planet.		Little	do	
people	know	that	under	geysers,	there	is	a	super-volcano	
on	the	verge	of	exploding.		It	is	overdo	by	about	40,000	
years	because	it’s	on	a	600,000-year	exploding	cycle.		
The	magma	chamber	underneath	the	surface	is	about	
125	miles	deep,	carrying	enough	magma	to	completely	
destroy	the	earth.	

Nuclear Warfare: On August 6th 1945, the first ever-
atomic	bomb	was	dropped	on	the	city	of	Hiroshima,	in	
Japan.  Everybody within one mile of the initial blast was 
dead.		Weeks	later,	even	more	people	died	from	radiation	
poisoning,	and	all	who	were	there	for	the	dropping	had	
difficulty living their lives because of various after-ef-
fects.		Even	today,	some	areas	of	the	city	are	prohibited	
because	of	the	radiation	in	the	air.	The	effects	of	only	one	
bomb	was	devastating.		Imagine	10,	or	maybe	even	100.		
There	are	about	40,000	known	nuclear	weapons	held	by	
various	countries.		According	to	the	UN,	this	is	enough	to	
not	only	to	destroy	our	world	once,	but	many	times	over.		
If	a	World	War	III	is	started,	it	might	in	fact	be	the	last	
war	on	Earth.		After	nuclear	war	is	initiated,	the	planet	
will	be	completely	uninhabitable.		Clouds	of	radiation	
will	hover	for	years,	and	ashes	will	be	piled	up	like	snow.	

Supplies for those 
who survive the end 
of the world.
The	website	www.2012supplies.com	sells	the	following	
supplies	for	those	who	intended	on	sticking	around:

Spy Sunglasses.
These	work	just	like	a	rearview	
mirror	so	you	can	spy	on	the	people	

behind	you.	That	way	when	
the	world	ends...	no	this	is	
wrong,	we	can’t	even	come	
up	with	a	use	for	these.	WHO	
WILL	YOU	BE	SPYING	
ON?

Freeze dried Turkey Tetrazzini.
With	98%	of	the	oxygen	in	the	can	
removed,	the	food	can	last	up	to	25	
years. All you’ll have to do is find 
a	way	to	boil	water	and	within	10	
minutes	you’ll	have	a	hot	meal.	It	also	
comes	in	cottage	cheese,	scrambled	
eggs	and	bacon,	sweet	&	sour	pork	
and	more.

Sunshower.
Hang	one	of	these	in	the	sun	and	
you’ll	get	4-5	showers	out	of	it.	
That	way	you’ll	smell	good	for	all	
of those people that will be sniffing 
you	after	the	world	ends.

Luggable Loo.
All	that	freeze	
dried	food	will	
have	to	go	somewhere.	The	luggable	
loo	is	comfortable,	easy	to	clean	and	
portable,	everything	you’d	want	in	a	
survival	toilet.

Kristopher kesoglides ‘11

	 The	 seventh	
graders	in	BSGE	have	
almost	 completed	
their first year.  They 
have	 been	 through	
many	 experiences,	
overcome	 various	
problems,	made	a	 ton	
of friends, and reflect-
ed on their first year at 
BSGE.	 	 When	 look-
ing	 back	 on	 it,	 most	
seventh	 graders	 feel	
the	workload	has	been	
stressful	 and	 close	 to	
an	 overload.	 	 At	 the	
same	time,	a	lot	of	7th	
graders	 have	 changed	
their	 feelings	 about	
BSGE	 and	 now	 con-
sider	 it	 their	 second	
home.		
	 When	 re-
flecting about their 
first year at BSGE the 
students	will	 	remem-
ber	 the	 amount	 and	
difficulty of the work 
they	got.		Compared	to	
many	 schools,	 BSGE	
gives	 its	 students	 a	
lot	of	work	that	some-
times	 is	 quite	 stress-
ful.		Isabel	Castro	said	
that	 this	 year	 was,	
“hard,	 busy,	 stressful	
and	 preparing.”	 Ana	
Miljak,	 added,	 “All	
the	 work	 was	 really	
stressful	 and	 over-
loading.”		Some	of	the	
hard	 work	 that	 was	
mentioned	 was	 the	
numerous	projects	the	
7th	graders	got	and	the	
concepts	 they	 had	 to	
learn.	 	 Sayed	Azmain	
says	 that	all	 the	work	
was,	“hard	and	painful	
like	 the	 science	 proj-
ects	and	hard	concepts	

to	learn.”			
	 Many	people	
also	 said	 that	 their	
feelings	have	changed	
from	 the	 beginning	
of	 the	 year	 to	 now.		
They	 have	 adjusted	
to	BSGE	and	its	ways	
and	 its	 environment.		
Filip	 Martinok	 said	
that,	“I	thought	BSGE	
was	 harder	 and	 then	
I	 got	 adjusted	 to	 the	
work.”	 	 Anika	 Za-
man	 agrees	 and	 says,	
“I	 wasn’t	 so	 happy	
transferring	to	BSGE,	
I	 thought	 being	 on	
the	waiting	 list	meant	
having	 barely	 any	
chance	 to	 get	 in.	 	 So	
I	 was	 really	 annoyed	
to	 hear	 my	 mom	 say	
that	 [I	 got]	 accepted	
2	weeks	into	the	year.	
But	now	being	here	for	
8	months	I	like	BSGE	
and	 I	 can’t	 imagine	
being	 anywhere	 else	
and	BSGE	is	different,	
you	can’t	compare	it.”		
So	 despite	 the	 work,		
it	 seems	 like	 BSGE	
has	 the	 charm	 for	
most	 students.	 	 They	
might	 have	 been	 un-
comfortable at first 
but	 they	 have	 been	
through	 a	 lot	 which	
has	made	them	change	
their	 feelings	 towards	
BSGE.
	 It	 seems	 like	
not	 only	have	 the	7th	
grade	 students	 feel-
ings	 changed,	 but	
they,	 themselves	have	
as	 well.	 In	 just	 the	
first year, BSGE has 
helped	its	students	de-
velop	academically		as	
well	as	socially.		

looking 
back at the 
First Year of 
Memories
Neha mehta 

‘14
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Sitting	at	the	tiny	wood	table,	cups	
of	coffee	littered	the	room.		Towards	
my right, five people slaved away 
over	their	computers.	With	the	hope-
fully	notion	that	my	Spring	Break	
would be relaxing, I needed to finish 
my	political	science	paper	on	Mark	
Andrejevic’s	book	about	the	manipu-
lative	and	harmful	nature	of	modern	
technology.	Political	science	always	
left	me	wanting	for	more,	more	
knowledge,	more	moments	where	I	
was	just	blown	away.	This	thirst	for	
more	of	political	science	made	easy	
for	me	to	declare	it	as	my	major	with	
a	theme	of	contemporary	American	
politics	in	a	global	society.	With	this	
I	can	guarantee	myself	classes	like	
“Law	and	Globalization”	or		“Ter-
rorism.”	I	am	overwhelmed	with	
the confidence that this the subject 
that	I	want	to	be	a	part	of	the	rest	of	
my	life,	but	at	the	same	time	I	am	
gripped	with	the	dilemma	of	being	
fascinated	with	the	paradoxes	of	
philosophy.	While	in	the	library,	I	
discussed	causality	and	Kantian	no-
tions	of	retributivism	with	a	philoso-
phy	student.	At	this	I	realized:	“I	just	
need	to	double	major.”	Philosophy	
gave	me	the	knowledge	to	question	
the	conundrums	of	the	society,	and	

gain	my	own	
understanding	of	
the	world.	
	 Red	
marks flooded 
the	porcelain	
white	page.	
Flipping	through	
several	sheets	of	paper,	I	had	been	
working	on	my	resume	for	the	past	
several	weeks.	With	prospects	of	
going	to	law	school,	I	rushed	to	do	
whatever	possible	to	get	an	intern-
ship	in	law	over	the	summer.	With	
the	help	of	the	Associate	Director	of	
Employer	Relations,	I	submitted	an	
application	to	be	a	legal	intern	at	the	
State of New York Office of the At-
torney	General.	Several	weeks	later	I	
would	receive	a	phone	call	from	the	
Legal	Recruitment	Bureau	being	of-
fered	an	internship	with	the	Criminal	
Prosecutions	Bureau.	I	felt	honored	
and	excited	for	the	opportunity	to	be	
involved	in	such	an	important	intern-
ship.	The	experience	I	can	gain	from	
an	internship	at	such	a	prestigious	
office is invaluable; even if I never 
decide	not	to	go	to	law	school.	It	is	
important	for	any	student	to	start	
looking	for	internships	early	on	to	
gain	this	invaluable	experience,	and	
not	wait	until	the	last	minute.	

Marisa Reichel Univer-
sity of Delaware

word from the 
real world

Marcelo Triana
hobart university

	 Many	new	students	
at	BSGE	believe	 that	 there	
is	 too	 much	 work	 given.	
But	some	of	 the	older	kids	
think	there	is	a	good	side	of	
the	 heavy	 workload.	 One	
senior,	Shamar	Walters,	be-
lieves	that	to	younger	kids,	
it	may	seem	as	if	the	assign-
ments	 are	 overwhelming,	
but	once	you	reach	the	end	
of	high	school,	you	start	to	
appreciate	everything	here.
	
In	 a	 recent	
i n t e r v i e w	
with	Shamar	
W a l t e r s ,	
who	 plans	
to	 go	 to	
A m e r i c a n	
University	
in	Washing-
ton	 D.C.,	
he	 says	 that	
the	 most	
difficult ex-
perience	he’s	ever	had	was	
going	 through	 11th	 and	
12th	 grade.	 He	 said	 “you	
have	a	lot	of	major	assign-
ments	 happening	 at	 the	
same	time”	which	makes	it	
the	hardest	 thing	at	BSGE.	
But,	 he	 also	 says	 that	 the	
overlapping	 major	 assign-
ments	 prepare	 you	 for	 ev-
erything.	 He	 compares	 the	
work	at	BSGE	to	the	work	
that	 his	 friends	 at	 other	
schools	 get.	 He	 says	 his	
“mentality	or	mindset…is	a	
lot	more	focused	because	I	
went	to	BSGE.”	Compared	
to	 the	 other	 schools	 he’s	
known	about,	“the	teachers	
[at	BSGE]	really	take	their	
time	 to	 help	 you.”	 Walters	
is	 “appreciative	 that	 [he’s]	
been	 able	 to…	 be	 taken	
care	of.”	Walters	also	feels	
that	he	has	accomplished	a	
lot	at	BSGE	and	knows	that	
future	seniors	will	feel	that	
way	to.
	 Not	 only	 does	
Shamar,	 who	 transferred	
late	 into	 the	 7th	 grade	
school	 year	 from	 another	
school,	 think	 BSGE	 is	 a	
good	 school	 because	 of	

the	 work	 and	 experience	
throughout,	but	in	the	inter-
view,	he	also	said	that	11th	
and	12th	grade	are	very	ben-
eficial.  Walters says “it can 
be	 nice	 to…	 know	 every-
one	in	your	grade	and	have	
a	 familiarity	 with	 people	
and	see	them	in	the	hallway	
and	 in	 your	 classes.”	 He	
says	that	being	at	BSGE	for	
about	 6	 years,	 he	 enjoys	 it	
because	he	knows	everyone	
in	 his	 grade	 by	 name	 and	
also	 tell	 stories	 about	 each	
and	every	one	of	them.	An-

other	pro	of	being	at	BSGE	
is	that	it	feels	“amazing”	to	
be	 graduating.	 It’s	 because	
he’s	 been	 at	 BSGE	 ofr	 6	
years	and	it	feels	really	good	
to	have	an	“appreciation	for	
what	 you’ve	 been	 able	 to	
accomplish.”	He	feels	good	
that	he’s	been	able	to	com-
plete	 high	 school	 and	 that	
he’s	gone	 through	 the	hard	
homework	 and	 all	 the	 ma-
jor	assignments	and	assess-
ments.	
	 But	there	are	some	
cons	of	BSGE.	He	explained	
what	the	younger	kids	have	
a	lot	to	(unfortunately)	look	
forward	 to	 in	 later	years	at	
BSGE.	 He	 says	 that,	 for	
him,	after	10th	grade,	 “ev-
erything	 was	 harder.	 Ev-
erything	is	fully	into	the	IB	
program…	 things	 are	 a	 lot	
harder.”	Because	7th	to	10th	
grade	 is	 only	 the	 Middle	
Years	Programme,	and	11th	
and	 12th	 is	 going	 into	 the	
IB	Diploma	Programme,	so	
it	 is	 more	 challenging	 and	
more	is	expected	from	you.	
Also,	another	con	is	how	in	
11th	 and	 12th	 grade,	 you	
have	to	take	a	lot	of	IB	ex-

ams.	He	explains	that	even	
though	it’s	only	a	couple	of	
weeks	of	school	for	him,	he	
says	“I	still	look	at	the	next	
three	 weeks	 and	 I	 have	 all	
these	IB	exams	and	it	seems	
like	‘Yes,	it	is	a	short	time,’	
but	 that	 short	 time	 seems	
so	far	away	[because	of	the	
exams]	 and	 you’re	 caught	
in	the	middle.”	
	 Another	 thing	
that	Walters,	who	plans	on	
becoming	 a	 sportscaster,	
says	 he	 should	 tell	 the	 7th	
and	 8th	 graders	 is	 to	 “get	
drafts	in	early.”	He	explains	
by	 saying	 “anytime	 you	
have	a	major	essay…	don’t	
just hand in your first draft 
as your final draft. [You 
should]	 go	 to	 the	 teacher	
and	let	them	read	it	for	you	
and	let	them	tell	you	what’s	
wrong	with	it.”	He	says	that	
this	process	(though	tiring)	
can	help	you	write	a	better	
essay,	and	maybe	the	teach-
ers	who	 see	 that	 you	 are	 a	
hard	 working	 student	 who	
cares	about	their	work	will	
cut	you	some	slack	the	next	
time	you	miss	out	on	an	as-
signment.	Shamar	says,	“…
the	teachers	here	[at	BSGE]	
really	take	their	time	to	help	
you.	 I’m	 appreciative	 that	
I’ve	been	able	to,	whenever	
I	need	help…	they’re	will-
ing	 to	 stay	 after	 school	 …	
the	 teachers	 go	 the	 extra	
mile	for	you.”
		 Overall,	 Shamar	
Walters,	 who	 loves	 the	
fact	 that	 he’s	 leaving	 high	
school	 soon,	 says	he’s	“re-
ally	 happy”	 that	 he	 stayed	
after	 8th	 grade	 into	 high	
school.	 Now	 that	 he’s	
gone	 through	 the	 work	 at	
BSGE,	he	feels	he’s	“really	
prepared	 for	 college.”	 He	
looks	at	his	friends	at	other	
high	 schools	 and	 explains	
that	he	feels	he	is	more	pre-
pared	for	college	than	they	
are.”	Walters	feels	nostalgic	
about	 leaving	 BSGE	 and	
greatly,	 and	 honestly,	 ap-
preciates	everything	he	has	
been	 put	 through	 here	 in	
this	school.	

Shamar walter Re-
flects on Time at 
BSGE

Samantha 
calpo ‘14

So its one week until I have offi-
cially	completed	my	freshman	year.		
I	know	most	kids	on	the	verge	of	
leaving	home	for	college	can	barely	
contain	their	excitement.		I	was	
absolutely	not	one	of	those	kids.		For	
the	most	part	I	loved	high	school	and	
was	not	particularly	eager	to	leave	
and	close	that	chapter	of	my	life.		It	
scared	the	hell	out	of	me	to	leave	
everything	I	had	known	for	18	years;	
my friends, family, my own room!  
But I can now officially say that 
taking	that	huge	leap	away	from	my	
comfort zone has definitely paid off 
after having a great first year at the 
University	of	Delaware.
 I was trying to reflect on the 
past	10	months	when	brainstorming	
this	article	and	everything	that	came	
to	mind	was	so	cliché	but	I	think	in	
this	case	some	clichés	really	do	sum	
up	the	freshman	experience	of	col-
lege.		I’ve	learned	so	much	outside	
of	the	classroom	about	myself,	how	
to	deal	with	different	kinds	of	people	
and	how	to	handle	various	situations.		

It’s	
been	
impos-
sible	
not	to	
grow	
and	
become	
more	
inde-
pen-
dent.		Like	anything	new,	college	
undeniably	took	some	getting	used	
to; but after finding great friends and 
the	right	balance	between	work	and	
the	more	fun	aspects	of	college,	I	
definitely got the hang of it all.  
	 Thanks	for	reading	my	
column	all	year,	writing	it	has	been	
a great way to reflect on the very 
frightening,	exciting	and	unique	
experience	that	is	being	a	college	
freshman.		Also,	my	friends	seem	
to	think	that	being	mentioned	in	an	
article in the BaccRag is their first 
step	towards	fame	and	I	promised	to	
mention	them	so	hi	Nina,	Pam	and	
Danielle!!!

the Buzz

collected by 
Ana Maria 
Pamela Reyes

If 20/12 were guaranteed, what would you 
do?

“Walters feels nostalgic 
about leaving BSGE and 

greatly, and honestly, 
appreciates everything 

he has been put through 
here in this school.”

I	would	eat	a	
lot	of	cheese-
cake	and	get	
really	fat.
-Patricia	Davis,	
Security

I	wouldn’t	go	
to	school	and	
go	to	karate	all	
day.
-	Sarah	Caisser,	
9th

I	would	quit	
high	school	and	
go	on	a	safari	
adventure.
-Alexa	Oua-
kine,	11th	



Based	on	a	1950’s	radio	series	of	the	same	name,	
This	I	Believe	is	an	international	project	engag-

ing	people	from	all	walks	of	life	in	writing,	
sharing,	and	discussing	the	core	values	that	guide	

our	daily	lives.		Featured	on	public	radio	in	the	
United	States	and	Canada,	these	500-word	essays	

get	to	the	core	of	one’s	personal	philosophy	of	
life.		In	May,	students	in	Mr.	Lakhaney’s	7th	

grade	advisory	wrote	their	own	This	I	Believe	es-
says	and	the	following	are	three	of	the	excellent	

submissions.		

this i 
believe

	 On	a	worry	free	day	during	spring	break,	I	was	taking	care	of	my	
sister	when	I	heard	the	phone	ring.	My	mom	was	on	the	phone	and	said	she	
had	to	tell	me	something	important.	I	ran	into	my	room	and	made	sure	my	
sister	wasn’t	eavesdropping.	My	mom	told	me	my	younger	cousin,	Paolo,	
who	had	been	diagnosed	with	Leukemia	since	he	was	really	young,	had	
gotten	much	sicker.	The	doctors	at	his	hospital	agreed	that	he	was	getting	
worse	and	no	amount	of	medication,	treatment,	of	chemotherapy	would	
make	him	get	any	better.	And	that’s	when	my	mom	said	it;	they	were	go-
ing	to	stop	the	medication	and	stop	performing	check-ups	at	the	hospital	
for	his	cancer.		The	doctors	said	he	had	one	week,	maybe	two	weeks,	to	
live. I was in shock as I flashed back to all the moments I had spent with 
Paolo.	All	the	funny	and	nice	things	he	said;	all	the	times	he	was	at	the	
family	parties	and	sometimes	not	because	he	was	at	the	hospital.	I	noticed	
a	strange	pattern	in	the	moments	I	remembered:	he	was	happy	and	well	
for a while and then sad and sick. And then I finally said, “Oh.” My mom 
briefly explained everything and ended by saying, “It could happen any 
time…”	And	that’s	when	I	realized	anything	is	possible.	You	never	know	
what	will	happen	tomorrow.
	 That	moment,	as	 I	was	sitting	on	my	bed,	 I	 felt	as	 though	 the	
light	green	walls	were	closing	in.	Several	tears	streaked	down	my	face,	
leaving	 a	 faint	 trail	 on	my	cheeks	 and	 saltwater	 tears	 on	my	 lap.	That	
small	exchange	over	the	phone,	and	the	thoughts	of	Paolo	made	me	re-
alize	 that	you	must	 live	your	 life	day	by	day	because	you	never	know	
what	will	happen	tomorrow.	I	had	once	been	a	naïve	child	that	thought	
‘I	can	do	that	tomorrow,’	or	‘I’ll	make	other	plans	so	I	could	skip	being	
with	 the	 family…’	But	as	 those	haunting	words	 left	my	mom’s	mouth,	
my	thoughts	and	goals	changed.	Because	of	that,	the	value	I	now	have	is	
spending	as	much	time	with	my	family	as	I	can.
	 So	the	next	time	you	think	you	can	put	things	off	to	tomorrow,	
or	when	you	wish	you	could	be	with	your	friends	rather	than	your	family,	
think	twice.	Think	about	what	would	happen	if	that	gathering	would’ve	
been	your	last	 time	seeing	someone	smile.	Do	what	you	need	to	today,	
and what you want tomorrow. Because if we live for today, then sacrifices 
must	be	made.	So	long	as	we	all	spend	time	with	our	loved	ones	everyday,	
we	would	–	without	a	doubt	–	feel	loved	and	cared	for	in	each	and	every	
way.	We	will	then	never	regret	any	experiences	with	the	people	we	love	
most.	When	we	spend	time	with	them	and	when	we	make	sure	we	experi-
ence	as	much	as	possible,	we	know	that	we	are	loved	and	know	our	family	
feels	loved	too.
-Samantha Calpo

Is there really a 
tomorrow?

	 I	remember	always	having	to	wake	up,	trying	to	
think,	how	will	people	think	I	look	wearing	this?	Or	when	
it	came	to	my	hair;	Is	my	hair	standing	up?	Is	it	ok	like	
this?		Will	people	think	it	looks	weird?		I	would	always	
ask	and	think	about	how	other	people	thought	about	me	
and	looked	at	me	until	one	day	I	had	had	enough.		I	had	
too	many	problems	because	of	negative	comments	made	
by	other	people	and	I	had	had	enough.
	 I	said	to	myself,	this	is	way	too	hard	and	that	
I	can’t	please	everybody.	I	realized	I	should	just	worry	
about	pleasing	myself.	Now	if	I	look	at	my	hair	and	it’s	
standing up, I think it’s fine and I don’t care what other 
people	will	think.		Or	if	my	clothes	don’t	really	match	but	
sort	of	do,	I’m	ok	with	that.	I	had	had	enough	with	people	
criticizing	me	like	I’m	too	short,	my	hair	is	standing	up,	or	
anything	else	like	that.	I	realized	if	I’m	ok	with	it,	then	I’m	
fine. I realized that I did what people wanted me to do but 
I	had	to	learn	how	to	break	away	from	that	and	I	did.
		 I	found	that	if	somebody	wanted	me	to	go	do	
something	for	them,	I	would	just	do	it	or	if	they	wanted	to	
change	me	they	could.		I	would	have	people	run	my	life	
and	I	would	always	try	to	dress	to	impress.	I	think	people	
act	on	what	other	people	may	think	of	them.	Such	as	
whether	people	will	think	you	are	cool	or	funny	or	if	you	
try	and	create	an	“image”	for	yourself.	What	you	think	
about	yourself	is	what	matters	most,	not	what	other	people	
think	of	you.	Don’t	let	what	other	people	think	of	you	
discourage	you	because	if	you	think	you	can	do	things,	
reach	your	goals,	then	you	can.	Don’t	let	other	people	
stand	in	your	way	because	they	say	you	can’t	do	it	or	that	
you	don’t	look	all	too	good	or	people	make	fun	of	you.	I	
hear	that	stuff	a	lot	but	I	ignore	it	because	I	know	I	am	just	
as	good	as	anybody	else	and	I	can	do	whatever	I	try	to	do,	
and	so	can	you.	
 Just make sure you think you can do it and not 
that	other	people	think	you	can’t.	Peers	often	affect	you	
and	what	you	think	about	yourself,	but	what	is	most	
important	is	what	you	think	of	yourself	and	not	to	let	other	
people	change	you.	There’s	only	one	voice	you	should	
listen	to:	your	own.
-Thomas Carbone

	 What	I	believe	in	is	the	greatest	gift	of	humanity	my	twin	
brother	passed	to	me	in	a	matter	seconds.
On	a	February	morning	in	2002,	I	was	ordered	by	my	mother	to	wake	up	
my	twin	brother	while	he	was	sleeping.	I	had	realized	my	brother	was	
lying	unconscious	on	the	bed	of	his	room.	My	family	rushed	him	to	the	
emergency	room	in	New	York	Hospital.	The	doctors	said	that	he	had	
pneumonia	and	had	suffered	a	heart	attack	and	that	he	might	die	within	a	
couple	of	days.
		 I	remember	being	there	with	my	brother.	I	whispered,	“Try	
harder,	and	don’t	give	up.”	He	had	looked	straight	at	me	and	said	in	a	
cold	voice,	“I	love	you.”	He	then	lifted	his	hand	to	touch	me,	but	it	never	
made	it.	He	had	suffered	a	seizure;	it	took	several	moments	for	me	to	
realize	what	had	happened,	he	had	passed	away.	Tears	rushed	from	my	
parents’	eyes	and	all	I	could	do	was	to	stand	there.
I	stood	alone	beside	my	twin	brother.	His	pale	pace	was	turned	away	
from	me.	The	blood	in	his	body	rushed	down,	and	as	every	minute	
passed,	he	became	paler.	He	had	died	and	yet	I	still	had	no	feeling	or	
emotion.	All	I	had	in	mind	was	one	thought	which	was	the	way	that	I	had	
fought	with	my	brother	the	week	before.	I	had	always	hated	the	fact	that	
I	had	people	think	that	we	were	so	alike	and	thought	we	had	exactly	the	
same	feelings	and	I	just	erupted	and	punched	my	brother	in	the	stomach.		
I	never	got	to	say	sorry.	I	stood	next	to	him	asking	for	forgiveness.	
Today,	more	than	7	years	later,	I	have	realized	the	miracle	and	mystery	of	
the	moment	my	brother	passed	away.	It	is	my	deepest	heartbreak	and	my	
greatest	blessing,	and	still	escorts	me	in	the	times	of	fear	and	uncertainty.	
My	twin	brother	knew	his	fate	yet	in	his	last	moment,	he	cared	nothing	
for	himself,	only	to	comfort	me.	What	I	believe	in	is	the	greatest	gift	of	
humanity	contained	in	that	moment.	The	real	reason	that	I	didn’t	cry	for	
is	because	my	brother	gave	me	love	and	I	hadn’t,	he	told	me	something	
that	I	should	do	during	my	lifetime	and	when	my	time	comes	to	leave	the	
earth.		
When I am sleeping, I have flashbacks of the moment. That moment 
will	guide	me	throughout	life.	I	get	pains	because	of	that	moment	but	
I	believe	that	the	loss	of	a	family	member	that	seems	only	to	result	in	
heartbreak	can	also	result	a	divine	blessing	in	life.		This	I	believe.
- Minhazul Hoque

Greatest gift of hu-
manity

It’s What you 
think of your-
self that mat-
ters most



teacher of the month: 
jim napolitano
So Jim, did you always 
want to be a high school 
math teacher?	
J:I always wanted to be 
a	 teacher,	 from	 a	 very	
young	age,	and	originally	I	
thought	 I’d	 wind	 up	 being	
a	 physics	 teacher,	 physics	
was	 my	 favorite	 subject	
in	high	school.	It	 turns	out	
that	when	I	went	to	become	
a	 teacher	 I	 discovered	 that	
because	 my	 undergraduate	
degree	 is	 electrical	 engi-
neering	 that	 NYS	 did	 not	
recognize	 electrical	 engi-
neering	 as	 either	 science	
or	 math	 	 but	 it	 was	 more	
easily,	 (by	 getting	 copies	
of	the	catalogue	and	course	

description	 to	 get	 them	 to	
acknowledge	 the	 electri-
cal	 engineering	 courses	
as)	 acknowledged	 as	 math	
courses	 rather	 than	 phys-
ics	 courses	 even	 though	
it	 is	 really	 related	 to	 both.	
It	 is	 very	 heavy	 math,	 so	
electrical	engineering	is	es-
sentially	math.	I	previously	
ended	up	going	into	indus-
try	 because	 I	 got	 married	
young	 and	 I	 couldn’t	 earn	
enough	money	so	I	wanted	
to	 earn	 money	 and	 raise	 a	
family and do all that first 
and	by	then	it	was	too	late	
to	 go	 get	 a	 doctorate	 and	
do	 all	 that.	 So	 I	 love	 high	
school	and	I	wouldn’t	teach	
lower	grades,	I	wouldn’t	be	
good	at	it,	it’s	not	my	thing.	

I	 envisioned	 myself	 origi-
nally	 as	 a	 college	 teacher,	
but	 I	 love	 working	 with	
older	kids.

How many years have you 
been a math teacher?
J: 7. I was in high-tech in-
dustry	 for	 25	 years.	 After	
my	second	son	was	almost	
done	 with	 college,	 I	 got	
the	younger	one	graduated	
from	Columbia	and	the	sec-
ond	 one	 was	 almost	 done	
with	 NYU,	 it	 was	 time.	 I	
was	 sick	 of	 traveling,	 sick	
of	being	on	the	road.

Where was your favorite 
place to travel?
J: No place. My favorite 
place	 to	 travel	 was	 home.	

When	 you’ve	 been	 on	 the	
road	 as	 much	 as	 I	 have,	 it	
sounds	 exotic,	 like	 great	
fun,	‘oh	I	ate	in	that	restau-
rant	 over	 there	 and	 that’s	
really	 fantastic…’	 but	 I	
wanted tuna fish sandwich-
es,	 I	 wanted	 cold	 pizza.	 I	
wanted	a	regular	life.

You would love to time 
travel back to...
First	 of	 all,	 you	 do	 know	
it’s	 logically	 impossible	 to	
travel	 back	 in	 time	 to	 be-
fore	 a	 time	 machine	 was	
created.	So	if	we	created	a	
time	machine	right	 this	 in-
stant	the	only	time	I	would	
be	 able	 to	 travel	 to	 would	
be	 that	 passed	 instant.	 But	
ignoring	 that	philosophical	

discussion...	 well	 remem-
ber	there’s	no	such	thing	as	
going	back	in	time	because	
it	 is	 space-time.	 So	 what	
you’re	really	asking	me	is:	
is	 there	 a	 time	 in	 history	
when	 I	 would	 have	 liked	
to	 have	 lived?	 Now	 that’s	
a	 better	 question.	 Because	
if	 I	 say	 “I	 wanna	 go	 back	
10,000	years	 to	 this	point”	
then	boom	I’d	be	in	empty	
space	because	the	universe	
expands.	 So	 its	 a	 much	
more	complex	question.

So, then when would you 
want to live in history?
That’s	 a	 very	 interesting	
question.	 The	 time	 period	
that	fascinates	me	the	most,	
that	 I’ve	 studied	 the	 most	
historically	is	the	Cold	War	
time	 period	 because	 I’m	 a	
child	of	the	Cold	War.	That	
was	a	time	of	great	stability	
and	 normalcy	 in	 America	
and	yet	a	time	of	great	suf-
fering	if	you	were	a	minor-
ity.	I	would	very	much	like	
to	go	back	to	that.	I	would	
like	 to	 be	 more	 politically	
involved	 then	 because	 I	
was	perhaps	at	4	years	old	
and	8	years	old	then.	

So if you were ever to go 
to jail for something what 
do you think it would be? 
Like what are you very 
passionate about?
Oh,	I’m	passionate	about	a	
lot	of	things.	I	mean	I	don’t	
want	 to	 go	 to	 jail	 for	 any-
thing,	of	course	we	try	not	
to	break	the	law.	But	not	all	
laws are moral. Just because 
there’s	a	law,	doesn’t	mean	
that	it’s	moral.	An	example	
would	be	the	slavery	law…
so	 its	possible	 that	 I	 could	
go	to	jail	if	there	were	laws	
that	were	enacted	that	seri-
ously	 affect	 our	 freedom.	
That	 I	 could	 be	 part	 of	 a	
movement that would fight 
against	 that.	 If	 you	 talk	
about	today,	I	mean	one	of	
the	 things	 I	 really	hate	 are	
bullies.	As	a	matter	of	fact	
just	yesterday,	I	was	walk-
ing	 to	 school,	 and	 on	 my	
way	 to	 school	 there	 were	
four	guys	on	a	corner,	one	
of	 the	guys	was	a	 little	bit	
bigger,	and	these	are	men	in	
their	 twenties,	 and	 the	one	
who	was	a	 little	bit	 bigger	
had	the	other	one	who	was	
smaller	 against	 the	 wall.	
This	 is	 the	 kind	 of	 thing	
that	 could	 send	 me	 to	 jail.	
Because	 when	 I	 see	 that,	
I	 get	 involved.	 So,	 I	 got	
involved.	 I	 yelled,	 using	
my	 deep	 voice	 (laughter),	
‘What’s	 going	 on	 here?’		
and	I	got	in	the	middle	of	it	
and	 the	guys	 said	 ‘No,	No	
problem.’	I	mean	you	have	
to	do	what’s	right.

If your house were on fire 

what would the first 4 
things you take with you 
be?
J: You know, I thought 
about	 that	 and	 assuming	
I’m	 in	my	house	and	have	
clothes	on,	but	empty	pock-
ets, the first thing I’d grab 
is	my	wallet.	 It’s	 the	prac-
tical	 side,	you	know,	 iden-
tification, money, credit 
card,	 all	 that	 kind	of	 stuff.	
Second	thing	I’d	grab	is	my	
backup	disk	drive.	Because	
it’s	 a	 couple	 of	 100	 giga-
bytes,	 and	 that	 disk	 drive	
has	my	entire	life	on	it.	It’s	
got	all	of	 the	power	points	
and	 everything	 I’ve	 done	
in school, it’s got financial 
records,	 it’s	 got	 all	 kinds	
of	stuff.	The	third	thing	I’d	
grab	 is	a	gift	 that	my	sons	
brought	 back	 for	 me	 from	
Europe.	 It	 is	 something	
from	 the	 two	 of	 them	 and	
that’s	 because	 by	 the	 way,	
my	 disk	 drive	 has	 all	 my	
pictures	of	my	aunt	and	my	
brothers	 and	 sisters,	 fam-
ily.	The	fourth	thing	would	
probably	be	a	stack	of	cards	
and	 notes	 and	 letters	 from	
Mary,	 from	 my	 girlfriend,	
woman	friend…

If you had to lick a home-
less man’s foot or eat gum 
of the stairwell which 
would you do and why?
Lick	a	homeless	man’s	foot	
because	taking	gum	off	the	
stairwell	 won’t	 impact	 a	
human	being	positively	but	
licking	 a	 homeless	 man’s	
foot	 [would],	 just	 like	 in	
some	 famous	 literature	
when	 people	 washed	 each	
other’s	feet.	I	would	rather	
lick	a	homeless	man’s	foot	
to	give	him	dignity.	If	that’s	
indeed	 what	 it	 did.	 It	 cer-
tainly	would	have	no	other	
meaning.	

If you were on a deserted 
island which BSGE teach-
er would you bring with 
you and why?
Huh.	 Oh	 man	 I	 can	 get	 in	
a	lot	of	trouble	for	that	an-
swer.	 That’s	 really	 tough.	
Well,	 different	 people	 for	
different	 reasons.	 If	 I	 was	
interested	 in	 survival	 I’d	
probably	 want	 Greg	 Hofer	
because	 he’s	 one	 of	 those		
super	 Eagle	 Scout,	 4,000	
badge	 kind	 of	 guys	 that	
takes	boy	scouts	all	over	the	
place.	If	I	wanted	entertain-
ment	 I	would	 take	Aly	be-
cause	 	 he’s	 muy	 entertain-
ing.	If	I	wanted	someone	to	
complain	to	I’d	take	Adam	
Noor	to	ask	him	“why	can’t	
the union fix this prob-
lem?”	 That’s	 what	 I	 want.	
You	 know,	 truly	 I’d	 want	
someone	 like	 Chris	 Potter	
or	Adam	[Noor]	or	Connie	
You	to	teach	me	TOK	or	to	
teach	me	literature.	

argemira florez 
‘09



Remember when ... Said ...
Omar	Noel-	“Ms.	Kumar	said	she	would	do	 the	chicken	noodle	soup	dance	 in	 the	
middle	of	class	if	I	showed	her	how,	and	she	actually	did	it?”
Angelica	May-	“Dr.	H	said	we	weren’t	allowed	to	hug	eachother?”
Malorie	Mo-	“Milena	said	‘Malorie	doesn’t	count	as	a	real	Chinese	person.’”?
Katie	Schwartz-	“Paul	said	his	name	was	pronounced	‘Pa-ool’	to	the	substitute	teach-
er in ITGS to make fun of her for calling Jehan “Zehon”?
John Theotokas- “Angelica said that Bob Marley was still alive?”

Remember when...
Shamar Walters- “when	Mr.	Lattimore	tried	to	square	dance	
with Joseph?”
Yanni Stefanidis- “when	Ms.	Nikkolos	sent	me	downstairs	for	
getting	in	trouble	and	asking	me	to	bring	her	a	brownie	from	
the	bake	sale	on	my	way	back	up?”
Alejandro Cruz -	“when	Ms.	Kumar	was	driving	the	wrong	
way	down	a	one-way	street?”
Eric Park- “when Josh and I accidentally locked Adam in one 

of	the	cages	behind	the	music	room?		We	only	found	out	
the lock didn’t belong to any of us after we locked it!”
Shawntal Street-	“I	said	remember	that	time	Monae	got	
stuck	in	the	door	-	two	minutes	after	it	happened?”
Jonathan Touti-	“we	all	went	skinny	dipping	at	2	in	the	
morning	at	Coney	Island	in	the	winter?”
Yocely Nava-	 “when	we	had	no	 substitute	 teacher	 for	

math	class	and	we	maintained	quiet	so	that	nobody	would	
find out?”

Argemira Florez- “when	they	put	toilet	water	in	my	water	
bottle?”
Monae Dudley- “when	Latisha	 threw	a	pancake	 in	Kimber-
ley’s face?  When Ms. Johnson spoke to her, Latisha said, ‘If 
I	knew	I	would	have	gotten	into	trouble,	I	would	have	dipped	
it	in	syrup.’”

class of 2009!!

The	BSGE	class	of	2009.
Photo credit: BSGE Yearbook

congratulations

Quotes	collected	by	the	BSGE	Yearbook	
staff	for	the	2009	yearbook.

remember in...
Joseph Rivera- “Adam Noor’s class when Amirah spazzed out and almost beat up the substi-
tute	because	her	doll	was	taken?”
Adrian Lliguichuzhca- “Dr. H’s class Neyla choked and Dr. H. went nuts trying to figure out 
what	to	do,	and	afterwards	everyone	clapped	making	it	really	awkward?”
Vincent	Dillon-	“Adam	Noor’s	class	when	I	said	a	transvestite	was	the	‘entire’	package?”
Idan	Menin-	“Mac’s	class	Stamatis	helped	Paul	imprint	his	face	into	the	wooden	hockey	rink	
wall?”
Argemira	Florez-	“Ms.Ellman’s	class	when	she	threw	a	marker	at	Neyla	by	accident?”

you can read 
these and so 
many more. 

every grade has 
its own section 
in the bsge 2009 

yearbook.

buy the 
yearbook 
from virge 

for $45.



a new 
york 
summer
The	 limping	 economy	 means	 many	 parents	 and	 students	 are	 making	 the	
sound	decision	to	stay	home	this	summer.	The	great	thing	about	spending	
summer	vacation	at	home,	is	that	our	home	is	New	York	City	(thank	God	
we	don’t	live	in	Wisconsin).	

Museum of modern art
The	Museum	of	Modern	Art,	MOMA	for	short,	is	a	place	to	
experience	the	art	of	the	world.	At	the	MOMA	you	can	travel	
all	 over	 without	 leaving	 the	 city.	 	You	 can	 experience	 this	
adventure	Tues-Thur	9:30am	-	5:30pm,	Fri	&	Sat	9:30am	-	
9:00pm,	or	Sunday	9:30am	-	5:37pm.	Remember	that	chil-
dren	under	12	with	an	adult	are	free,	members	are	free,	
students	 are	 $10,	 seniors	 (65	 and	 older)	 are	 $15,	 and	
adults	are	$20.	The	museum’s	address	is	1000	Fifth	Av-
enue	 at	 82nd	 Street.The	 museum	 even	 has	 their	 own	
website:	 http://www.moma.org.	The	 website	 is	 full	 of	
new	attractions	and	fun	things	to		do	there.	

Madame Tussaud’s Wax Museum
Madame	Tussaud’s	Wax	Museum	at	234	West	42nd	Street,	between	7th	and	
8th	Avenues,	Times	Square,	 is	open	365	days	a	year	 including	Christmas	
and	 New	Years	 Day.	You	 can	 see	 your	 favorite	 celebrities	 in	 wax	 form.	
Maybe you’ll even be able to sneak in a photo with the Jonas Brothers (no 
one	else	has	to	know	they’re	made	out	of	wax).	The	museum	hours	are,	Sun-
days	-	Thursday	10:00am	-	8:00pm,	Friday	-	Saturday	10:00	am	-	10:00pm	
with	Special	Hours		May	25th	-	Sept	7th	(Memorial	-	Labor	Day)	Monday	
-	Sunday	10:00	am	-	10:00	pm.	Adults	are	usually	$35,	Seniors	$32,	and	
Children	$28.	However,	if	you	order	your	tickets	online,	you	will	receive	
a	discount	on	 the	 ticket	prices.	To	 learn	more	you	can	go	 to	http://www.
madametussauds.com.

North meadow recreation center
In the middle of the park, at 97th Street, lies the North Meadow. Its perfect  
for sunbathing, picnicking and relaxing. There are a few baseball diamonds 
on the lawn and a state of the art fitness and recreation center. The center 
houses handball courts, rock climbing walls, basketball courts and more.  If 
you bring photo ID you can borrow a “Field Day Kit,” which includes balls, 
bats, hula-hoops, Frisbees and jump ropes, for free. In the summer (May 
23rd- September 4th) the recreation center is open from 10:00am to 8:00pm 
on Mondays thru  Fridays and 10:00am to 6:00pm on the weekend.

the Shark thrill ride
Boring,	long	tour	boats	on	the	Hudson	are	a	thing	of	the	past,	and	certainly	
not	fun	for	young	people	who	live	here.	Instead	hop	on	the	SHARK	boat	
at	pier	16	in	downtown	Manhattan.	Feel	the	wind	in	your	hair	and	the	
water	on	your	face	as	the	boat	races	around	for	30	minutes,	blasting	music	
and	diving	into	the	waves.	A	ticket	is	$21.00	for	anyone	older	than	13	and	
$15.00	for	children	12	and	younger.	Go	to	circlelinedowntown.com/shark	
for	directions	and	more	information.

The statue of liberty
Her	 crown	 will	 open	 once	 again.	Visitors	were	 no	 longer	 al-
lowed	to	climb	up	to	the	crown	of	the	Statue	of	Liberty,	a	sym-

bol	of	freedom	and	the	American	dream,	after	the	attacks	on	
9/11. However, on July 4th it will re-open and visitors will 

once	again	be	able	to	climb	the	168	spiraling	
steps.	A	ticket	to	the	top,	and	into	the	Ellis	Is-

land	Immigration	Museum	is	free	with	
the	purchase	of	 a	 ferry	 ticket.	Since	
there	is	a	limited	number	of	tickets	its	

highly	 recommended	 that	 you	 go	
to	www.statuecruises.com	to	order	
your	tickets	in	advance.

Sarah diaz ‘11
jolijt tamanaha ‘11

free concerts in parks
For	music	lovers	stuck	in	the	city	for	summer,	there	are	tons	of	free	concerts	
and	other	music	festivals.	Washington	Square	to	Central	Park	to	Bryant	Park	
to	the	Metropolitan	Opera,	these	are	some	sites	of	free	concerts	and	live	mu-
sic. On some Tuesdays in July (and one Saturday in June) you can enjoy free 
outdoor	 concert	 series	 in	Washington	 Square.	 Frequent	 summer	 concerts	
take place at the Central Park Summerstage, located at Rumsey Playfield. 
Although some are benefit concerts most are free. On Thursdays July 9 
-	August	13	at	12:30,	see	performances	from	popular	Broadway	shows	live	
in Bryant Park. In 2009, The Metropolitan Opera will be in the five bor-
oughs,	concerts	in	Queens	and	Staten	Island	will	be	indoors,	while	concerts	
in	Manhattan,	Brooklyn	and	the	Bronx	will	take	place	outdoors.	Before	you	
think	about	admissions,	remember	that	most	of	these	music	events	happen	
outdoors	and	are	free	of	charge,	for	music	lovers	who	have	a	whole	summer	
of	music	ahead	of	them.			

Shakespeare in the park
Every	summer	a	different,	free	performance	is	put	on	by	The	Public	
Theater	at	the	Delacorte	Theater	in	Central	Park.	This	years	play,	“Twelfth	
Night” starring Anne Hathaway, opens on June 25th. They hand out tickets 
at	1pm	at	the	theater	so	you	do	have	to	go	wait	online.	People	typically	
show	up	around	6am	(the	wait	is	the	best	part	if	you	bring	friends)	and	the	
first 400 people get tickets. Go to www.publictheater.org for more.
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where it began:
	 The	 International	 Baccalaureate	 (IB)	 Diploma	
Program	 is	 a	 pre-university	 diploma	 originally	 designed	
for	 the	 children	 of	 diplomats.	 Its	 worldwide	 consistent	
standards	 and	 curriculum	 allowed	 the	 children	 to	 move	
around	the	globe	and	still	get	a	full	education.
	 Over	the	past	30	years,	the	IB	Diploma	Program	
has	been	adopted	by	over	1,100	public	and	private	schools	
for all students and has evolved into one of the finest pre-
university	advanced	education	programs	available	 in	 the	
world	today.	“Send	us	prepared	students	á	la	IB…	It	is	the	
“best”	 high	 school	 prep	 curriculum	 an	American	 school	
can offer,” said Marilee Jones the Director of Undergradu-
ate	Admissions	at	the	Massachusetts	Institute	of	Technol-
ogy, one of the nations top five Universities.

“Success in an IB program corre-
lates well with success at Harvard,” 
says The Director of Undergradu-
ate Admissions at Harvard Universi-
ty, the nations top University.

	 The	Diploma	Program	begins	in	11th	grade	and	
goes	on	through	12th.	At	BSGE,	students	participate	in	the	
IB	Middle	Years	Program	(MYP),	a	preliminary	to	the	Di-
ploma	Program	in	the	7th	through	10th	grade.	What	makes	
BSGE’s	 IB	 Program	 unique	 is	 the	 school’s	 assumption	
that	all	students	will	participate	in	the	quest	for	a	full	IB	
Diploma.	Most	other	schools	offer	 IB	only	 to	 the	 top	of	
their	class.	This	puts	standards	quiet	high	for	students	at	
BSGE	and	some	buckle	under	the	pressure.

ib at bsge:

	 The	curriculum	and	its	requirements	are	
designed	to	create	well	rounded	students	rather	
then	throwing	them	into	a	series	of	courses.	
The	IB	exams	test	knowledge	not	neces-
sarily	speed	or	memorization.

	 IB	 students	 must	 study	 six	
different	 subjects,	 three	 at	 stan-
dard	 level	 (SL)	 and	 at	 least	 three	
at	 higher	 level	 (HL).	 The	 stan-
dard	 level	courses	consist	of	150	
hours	of	instruction	and	the	higher	
level	 courses	 are	 typically	 about	
240	 hours	 of	 instruction.	 Two	
of	 the	 standard	 level	 tests	 must	
be	 taken	 junior	year,	 the	 rest	of	
the	 tests	will	 be	 taken	 in	 senior	
year.	The	 tests	 are	 administered	
in	May.	Student	must	test	in	each	
of	the	subject	areas:

1.	 Language	 A1-	 typically	 Eng-
lish,	 your	 strongest	 language.	 In	
Language	A1	you	study	American	
and	world	literature.
2.	 Language	 B-	 your	 foreign	 lan-
guage
3.	Individuals	and	Societies-	the	study	of	
humanities	and	Theory	of	Knowledge
4.	Experimental	Science-	lab	work,	collabor-
ative	learning,	interdisciplinary	group	projects
5.	Mathematics	and	Computer	Science
6.	Arts-	a	choice	between	music,	technology	and	vi-
sual	arts.

classes and ex-
ams:

	 The	additional	requirements	make	IB	unique;	no	other	high	school	diploma	re-
quires	such	an	extensive	amount	of	high	end	individual	work	and	discovery.	Besides	the	
classes	IB	diploma	candidates	must:

1.	Write	an	Extended	Essay	which	is	a	4,000	word	original	research	paper	on	a	subject	
of	the	student’s	choice.	Each	student	will	get	an	advisor	and	will	work	on	the	paper	over	
his/her	two	years	in	the	program.
2.	Take	at	least	100	hours	of	the	critical	thinking	class	Theory	of	Knowledge.	Students	
will	need	to	write	a	1,200-1,600	word	essay	on	one	of	the	10	TOK	subjects	provided	by	
the	IB.
3.	And	participate	in	at	least	150	hours	of	Community,	Action	and	Service.	Students	will	
need	at	least	50	hours	in	each	of	the	three	categories	and	are	encouraged	to	do	more.	The	
hours are logged on official CAS forms and submitted to the International Baccalaureate 
Organization by January of the student’s graduating year.

Additional Re-
quirements

 If students do not get the diploma they will be awarded certificates in the subject 
areas in which they test and pass. These certificates, like the diploma, often count for col-
lege	credits	in	the	subject	they	are	for.

certificates

	 Marcelo	Triana,	BSGE	class	of	2008	recently	admitted,	“Looking	back	at	the	
past	four	years,	I	understood	the	fact	that	I	developed	a	skill	that	very	few	other	stu-
dents	had.	An	International	Baccalaureate	education	had	given	me	the	ability	to	master	
discussions	and	interpret	readings	in	a	complex	and	abstract	manner.	The	spiel	that	was	
constantly	reverberated	at	me,	from	high	school	administrators,	about	the	IB	curriculum	
helping	you	in	college	was	actually	correct.	The	pain	endured	during	my	junior	and	
senior years were finally paying off...”

	 The	IB	Diploma	and	its	intense	work	load	also	helps	students	develop	time	
management,	goal	setting	and	organizational	skills.	“The	International	Baccalaure-
ate	[programs’]	emphases	on	critical	thinking	skills,	increased	content	knowledge	and	
an	interdisciplinary	approach	to	education	not	only	prepare	students	for	success	at	the	
post-secondary	level,	but	also	for	life	and	the	world	of	work,”	said	Dr.	Kathleen	Plato,	
Supervisor	of	Advanced	Placement	Programs	in	Washington.

university prepara-
tion:

 Universities around the world are well acquainted with the Diploma Program and its benefits. Christopher 
Guttentag,	Director	of	Undergraduate	Admission	at	Duke	University	says,	“one	of	the	advantages	of	an	IB	curriculum	
is	its	structure	and	quality.	It	is	a	coordinated	[program],	well	established,	well	known	and	well	respected.	We	know	
the quality of IB courses, and we think the IB curriculum is terrific.” At Columbia University the average acceptance 
rate	of	all	students	is	14%	but	out	of	the	students	that	apply	as	IB	diploma	candidates	(meaning	they	may	receive	di-
ploma at the end of the year) Columbia accepts 46%. Johns Hopkins, with an average acceptance rate of 33%, accepts 
83%	of	IB	diploma	candidates.	Duke	University	accepts	50%	of	diploma	candidates	and	University	of	California	
Berkeley	and	Dartmouth	University	both	accept	60%	of	applicants	who	are	IB	diploma	candidates.	

	 In	the	United	States	most	colleges	consider	IB	Diploma	classes	university	level	and	give	students	college	
credits	based	on	exam	results.	

university recognition:
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BSGE regents calender: cut this 
out and stick it on your fridge

9:15 am
Comprehensive	
English:	Session	
One

1:15 pm
Chemistry

9:15 am
Geometry

1:15 pm
US	History	and	
Government

9:15 am
Comprehensive	
English:	Session	
Two

1:15 pm
Living	Environ-
ment

9:15 am
Regents	in	Global	
History	and	Ge-
ography

1:15 pm
Integrated	Alge-
bra

9:15 am
Second	Language	
Proficiency

1:15 pm
Mathematics	B

9:15 am
Physics

June 16
Tuesday

June 17
Wednesday

June 18
Thursday

June 19
Friday

June 22
Monday

June 23
Tuesday

June 24
Wednesday

Good Luck!
These	dates	do	not	include	

RCT	tests,	earth	science	
and	comprehensive	regents	
exams	in	languages	other	

than	English.

june	

Barron’s Review Books: 
	 There	are	multiple	
companies	 that	 make	 re-
view	books	for	the	Regents	
exams	 but	 the	 Barron’s	
review	 books	 are	 widely	
regarded	 as	 the	 best.	 	 For	
each	 subject	 you	 can	 but	
the	 “blue	 book”	 which	 re-
views	 the	 course	 materials	
and	a	 “red	book”	which	 is	
full	 of	 practice	 tests.	 	 In	 a	
retail	 bookstore	 you	 can	
buy	the	combination	of	the	
two	for	about	$20.

Regents Websites: 
There	 are	 many	 online	 re-
sources	available	to	you	for	
Regents	study.	

New York State Educa-
tion Department Regents 
Page
http://www.nysedregents.
org/
This	 site	 contains	 each	 of	
the	 last	 10	 Regents	 exams	
given	for	each	subject.		

Oswego City School Dis-
trict Regents Page
http://www.regentsprep.
org/
What	 this	 site	 offers	 is	 a	
break	 down	 of	 each	 sub-
ject	 test	 into	 topics.	 	 You	
can	click	a	particular	 topic	
and	 it	 gives	 you	 a	 random	
spread	 of	 real	 Regents	
questions	for	that	topic.		

Jefferson Math Project
http://www.jmap.org
This	 website	 does	 a	 very	
good	 job	 breaking	 down	
Math	A	and	B	regents	ques-
tions	by	topic.

regents
resources

Familiarize yourself with the test: 
There	are	only	so	many	questions	that	the	
Regents	can	ask	and	only	so	many	ways	
they	 can	 ask	 it.	 	You	will	 be	 able	 to	 see	
patterns	and	repeated	questions	 the	more	
practice	 questions	 you	 do.	 	 The	 more	
familiar	 you	 are	 with	 the	 test,	 the	 better	
prepared	you	will	be.		Here	are	5	helpful	
hints…

Take full practice tests:
You	should	take	3-4	full	practice	tests	
on	your	own	and	score	yourself	to	see	
how	you	will	do	on	the	real	test.		You	
can	also	analyze	which	types	of	ques-
tions	and	topics	you	need	to	work	on.		
Taking	full	practice	tests	will	also	help	
you	get	used	to	taking	long	exams.

When you’re done taking a practice test, score it and review what you got wrong:
Far	too	often,	students	mark	questions	right	or	wrong	and	then	never	look	at	the	questions	again.		Look	at	
the questions you got wrong or were not sure about and figure out why you got the question wrong.  Re-
member,	there	are	only	a	limited	number	of	ideas	they	can	test	you	on.

Break questions down by topic:
There	are	some	topics	you	know	bet-
ter	than	others	so	you	should	identify	
the	 topics	 you	 need	 help	 with	 and	
focus	 your	 attention	 on	 those.	 	Tak-
ing	 and	 analyzing	 full	 practice	 tests	
should help you figure out what you 
need	the	most	work	on.

Look at sample essays: (For	English	and	History	
Regents)
In	 Regents	 review	 books	 and	 regents	 websites,	
you can find sample essays that are scored and ex-

plained.		Look	
at	 samples	 to	
see	 exactly	
what	 graders	
are	 looking	
for	 and	 the	
best	 ways	 to	
gain	points.		

Go to your teacher’s Regents help sessions:
Whether	they	are	after	school,	sixth	period	or	by	appoint-
ment, go!  Your teachers are experts in their subjects and ex-
perts	on	the	tests.		Use	their	knowledge	to	your	advantage.

How to study for the regents

Use the time given:
You	are	given	3	hours	to	take	each	Regents	exam	but	students	rarely	use	all	of	that	time.		
Be	careful	and	deliberate	and	do	not	make	any	mistakes	because	you	rushed	through	the	
exam

Rephrase the questions: 
Just because you read a question does not mean that you understand what it is asking you.  
Always	take	a	moment	to	put	the	question	in	your	own	words	and	understand	what	they’re	
asking	you	to	do.

Cover the answer choices and speak for 
yourself:	(Not	for	Math)
Multiple	 choice	 questions	 are	 often	 designed	
to	confuse	you	by	the	choices	they	give.		After	
you	know	what	they	are	asking	you,	cover	the	
answer choices and first try to come up with 
what	you	think	the	answer	is	and	then	look	at	
the	answer	choices.

Process of elimination: 
As	you	go	through	the	answer	choices	with	an	idea	of	what	you’re	looking	for,	cross	off	the	
answer choices that are definitely wrong and keep what could possibly be the answer.  DO 
NOT	cross	off	answer	choices	if	you	don’t	know	what	they	are	talking	about.		After	you’ve	
gone	through	the	answer	choices	once,	see	what’s	left,	keep	crossing	off	until	you’re	down	
to	one.	

Answer all of the questions and guess aggressively:
Don’t	ever	leave	a	multiple	choice	question	blank.		You	will	be	marked	incorrect	for	
a	blank	response.		You	have	a	25%	chance	of	getting	a	question	right	if	you	randomly	
guess	so	choose	your	favorite	letter.		(I	like	choice	“A”)

Make outlines for essays:
You	have	a	lot	of	time	to	take	this	test,	
use	some	of	it	to	get	your	thoughts	in	
order	before	you	write.

Back solving and using the answer choices (math and science):  
Sometimes	you	are	unsure	how	to	answer	a	math	question	the	way	it	is	given.		Some-
times	you	look	at	the	answer	choices	to	help	you	either	solve	the	question	or	at	least	
eliminate	some	obviously	wrong	answers.

Be Relaxed:  
The	better	prepared	you	are,	the	more	
comfortable	you	will	be	while	taking	
the	test.		

Approaches While Taking the Test

General Study 
Tip:
Being an effective learner requires you to find effective 
ways	to	study.		This	could	be	developing	time	manage-
ment	 skills	 or	working	on	better	memorization	 skills.		
There is no one size fits all approach to learning and so 
you need to find the best way that works for you.  There 
are mnemonic devices, rhymes, flash cards, etc.  Find a 
nice	list	of	study	techniques	on	the	following	site.
http://www.howtostudy.org/

This	site	has	a	great	section	listed	
under	 “resources”	 to	 help	 give	
you	ideas	about	how	to	study	and	
prepare	for	tests.

don’t sweat the regents

Set goals:
Setting	a	reasonable	time	goal	will	motivate	
you	and	prevent	you	from	becoming	over-
whelmed.	Tell	yourself	to	study	for	30-40	
minutes	and	then	give	yourself	a	small	reward.	

Regents format
Most	Regents	exams	are	structured	in	the	following	format:
				*	A	multiple-choice	section,	which	is	usually	between	30-50	questions
				*	A	long-answer/essay	section	which	consists	of	either	a	selection	of	de-
tailed	questions	for	which	the	work	must	be	shown	(for	math	and	physical	
sciences),	or	a	set	of	essay	topics,	of	which	one	or	two	must	be	written	about	
in	detail	(for	the	social	sciences).
				*	Foreign	language	exams	include	a	third	section	on	listening	skills	(with	
passages	read	aloud	by	a	proctor),	and	the	history	exams	include	a	section	
of	short	responses	on	primary	documents.

The	comprehensive	English	regents	consist	of	two	separate	three-hour	exam	
periods	over	two	consecutive	days.
Several	of	the	foreign	language	regents’	have	oral	exams,	which	are	admin-
istered	before	the	written	test	and	are	not	part	of	the	three-hour	time	limit.

overheard at bsge
‘They	want	to	make	your	life	spicy.”	
-	teacher	explainging	why	the	re-
gents	are	formatted	the	way	they	are.
(Do	you	have	an	“Overheard	At	
BSGE”?	Email	it	to	us	at	copy-
desk@thebaccrag.com)

“
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Some of the the debate team  at the awards banquet. From  left to right: Erika Tannor, Shira  Almeleh,  Oren Shafir, 
Rudy Fuzayluv, Daranee Nasongkhla, Latisha Harris, Coach Mark Wolov and Emily Davis.

Photo credit: Mark Wolov 

 A flurry of words, a drop of sweat and, 
when	the	dust	settles,	left	standing	are	the	“BSGE	
Beasts.”	“It’s	physically	exhausting,”	says	Nathan	
Nikolic, first year debater, about the Saturday 
tournaments.	
 After only five years of competing, 
BSGE	 is	 the	 number	 one	 team	 in	 Brooklyn	 and	
Queens	and,	according	to	debate	coach	Mr.	Mark	
Wolov,	“as	far	as	New	York	City	is	concerned	we	
probably	have	the	number	three	team	after	Bronx	
Science	and	Beacon.”	“People	all	over	NYC	know	
the	name	Baccaluareate	because	they’ve	compet-
ed	against	us,”	adds	Mr.	Wolov	proudly,	 in	 fact,	
just	a	few	weeks	ago,	partners	Shira	Almeleh	and	
Erika	Tannor	placed	in	the	top	16	in	the	nation.”
	 Shira	admits	that	her	favorite	thing	about	
debate	is	having	the	last	say,	“I	love	being	able	to	
give	 the	 last	 speech	of	 the	 round.”	Erika	 agreed	
and	said	that	it’s	an	adrenaline	rush	to	be	the	only	
person	 that	 everyone	 is	 listening	 to.	 “There’s	 so	
much	energy	in	the	room,”	Nathan	added.	
	 For	 many	 debaters	 the	 culture	 and	 the	
people	that	come	with	the	“sport”	are	the	draw.	At	
tournaments	different	teams	interact	and	debaters	
build a network of friends. Marcelo Jimenez says 
he	stayed	in	debate	because	of	 those	friends	and	
because	of	 the	 “times	 I	 have	with	my	 friends	 at	
away	tournaments,	in	hotels	just	having	fun.”
	 And	 apparently,	 while	 being	 fun,	 it’s	 a	
life	 changing	 experience.	 “It	 really	 became	 my	
life,”	says	Shira,	not	only	in	the	amount	of	work	
she	has	to	do	but	also	because	“it	changed	the	way	
I	 think	and	it	changed	the	way	I	approach	situa-
tions.”	Marcelo	even	admits	that	if	it	weren’t	for	
debate	he	wouldn’t	really	care	“about	reading	or	
telling	people	my	ideas”	and	Shira	adds,	“before	
debate	I	didn’t	consider	myself	an	educated,	po-
litically	aware	human	being”	and	Erika	agrees	that	
it	 changed	 her	 view	 of	 the	 world.	According	 to	
Erika it’s been a huge confidence boost, “I joined 

because	I	was	a	very	quiet	student	in	class	
but	I	always	had	a	lot	to	say.”	Debate	was	
the	push	that	forced	her	to	speak	her	mind.	
	 “People	who	are	not	open	minded	
will	have	a	hard	 time	accepting	 the	 types	
of	arguments	we	encounter,”	Shira	insists,	
“the	 great	 thing	 about	 debate	 is	 that	 peo-
ple	are	able	to	defend	positions	that	[they]	
agree with and others that [they] find mor-
ally	corrupt.”	
	 So	when	asked	to	defend	the	posi-
tion	that	a	spoon	is	better	than	a	fork,	per-
haps	not	morally	 corrupt	but	 still	 surpris-
ingly	interesting,	they	had	to	think.	Marcelo	
then	pointed	out	that	the	“crazy	thing	about	
debate”	 is	 that	 he	 wouldn’t	 even	 have	 to	
convince	 me	 that	 the	 spoon	 trumps	 the	
fork	but	rather	only	that	he	shouldn’t	have	
to	“defend	 that	position.”	Erika,	however,	
did	point	out	 that	 the	spoon	wins	because	
its	shape	is	“more	versatile”	and	it	cannot	
be	used	as	a	weapon.	Many	prisoners	might	dis-
agree.	
	 “The	 interesting	 thing	 about	 the	 format	
of	debate	is	that	it’s	not	really	about	if	the	spoon	
is	 good	 or	 bad.	 There	 are	 separate	 components	
to	 the	 idea	 of	 a	 spoon,”	 says	 Erika.	 Shira	 adds,	
“what’s	 interesting	is	 that	 it	always	comes	down	
to	impacts.	Someone	would	argue”	that	if	spoons	
don’t	 win	 forks	 would	 be	 used	 for	 violence	 and	
this	 could	 end	 the	 world.	The	 judge	 would	 then	
have	to	determine	whether	this	impact	outweighs	
the	 impact	 of	 sayings	 spoons	 are	 good.	 Spoons	
will	never	look	the	same	again.
	 The	 BSGE	 Beasts	 compete	 in	 the	 New	
York	Urban	Debate	League,	which	is	paid	for,	and	
run	 by	 the	 IMPACT	 Coalition,	 an	 organization	
that	has	helped	over	100	different	debate	 teams.	
Over	 the	years	 they’ve	paid	 for	everything	 from	
tournament	 fees,	 hotel	 and	 transportation	 costs	
and	even	meals.	The	debate	 team	has	even	gone	

on	 all	 expense	 paid	 trips	 to	 Harvard	 University,	
Albany	and	Wisconsin.
	 The	 funding	 for	 the	 Coalition,	 how-
ever,	has	dried	up	because	of	 the	economy.	And	
they’ve	been	forced	to	implement	a	$6,000	team	
membership	fee	“which	is	a	lot	of	money,”	admits	
Mr.Wolov,	 “but	 for	 the	 support	 they	provide	 it’s	
definitely worth it.”
	 The	debate	team	is	asking	for	help	from	
the	BSGE	community	and	you	can	start	by	buy-
ing	a	cookie.	There	will	be	many	bake	sales	and	
students	 can	 help	 out	 by	 purchasing	 something.	
Parents	who	are	interested	can	also	donate	money	
to	debate	fund	through	the	PTA	by	earmarking	the	
donation.	 Students	 interning	 at	 the	 IMPACT	 of-
fices or volunteering to serve breakfast and lunch 
at	a	tournament	and	BSGE	hosting	a	tournament	
would	all	offset	some	of	the	costs.	
	 If	 you	 would	 like	 to	 support	 debate	 or	
join	next	year	please	speak	to	Mr.	Mark	Wolov.

“After only five years of 
competing BSGE is the 

number one team in Brook-
lyn and Queens and, ac-

cording to debate coach Mr. 
Mark Wolov, ‘as far as New 
York City is concerned we 
probably have the number 
three team after Bronx Sci-

ence and Beacon.’”
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Transformers: Revenge of the 
Fallen (June 24):
    This sci-fi action flick is the sequel to the 2007 Transform-
ers	movie.	In	it,	Sam	Witwicky,	portrayed	by	Shia	LaBeouf	
discovers	the	history	of	the	Transformer	machines	on	Earth	
after	receiving	strange	visions	about	them.	The	Transform-
ers,	 as	depicted	by	 the	movie,	 are	 somehow	 related	 to	 the	
beginning	of	civilization	on	Earth.	They	are	said	to	have	ex-
isted	in	the	times	of	Ancient	Egypt,	where	a	lot	of	the	movie	
actually	takes	place.		It	also	deals	with	the	government	trying	
to	conceal	appearances	of	the	Transformers.	The	movie	also	
stars Megan Fox, Josh Duhamel, and Tyrese Gibson.

Public Enemies (July 1):
	 	 	 	 This	 action	 thriller,	 set	 at	 the	 time	 of	 the	 Great	
Depression	is	centralized	around	the	true	story	of	the	
robber John Dillinger (Johnny Depp) who is the ‘Most 
Wanted’	according	to	agent,	Melvin	Purvis	(Christian	
Bale).	 Dillinger	 was	 seen	 as	 so	 charming	 that	 the	
American	people	did	not	have	any	sympathy	for	the	
banks	he	 robbed	because	 they	were	part	 of	 the	 rea-
son	the	country	was	in	Depression.	Hoover,	played	by	
Billy	Crudup,	thinks	that	he	can	manipulate	Dillinger	
to	promote	his	Bureau	of	Investigation	into	what	be-
came	the	FBI.	He	portrayed	Dillinger	as	“America’s	
first Public Enemy Number One and sent in Purvis to 
catch	him.”

Ice Age: Dawn of the Dinosaurs 
(July 1):
	 	 	 	This	 Ice	Age	movie	 is	 the	 third	 in	 the	 series	 and	 takes	
place	 after	 ‘Ice	 Age:	 The	 Meltdown.’	 Manny,	 the	 woolly	
mammoth	(Ray	Romano)	and	all	the	other	characters	return	
to find dinosaurs that survived extinction. There are many 
conflicts within this movie, including romance for the saber-
tooth	squirrel	Scrat	(Chris	Wedge),	who	is	still	searching	for	
his	own	acorn.	Also,	Manny	and	Ellie	 (Queen	Latifah)	are	
expecting	a	baby,	creating	a	new	atmosphere.	Along	with	all	
of that drama, Sid the Sloth (John Leguizamo) wants a fam-
ily	of	his	own,	so	tries	to	steal	dinosaur	eggs,	putting	him	in	a	
situation	where	he	must	be	saved	from	the	dinosaurs.

Harry Potter and the Half-
Blood Prince (July 15):
				‘Harry	Potter	and	the	Half-Blood	Prince’	has	already	built	
up	 many	 high	 expectations.	 For	 those	 of	 you	 who	 haven’t	
read	the	books,	this	movie	is	the	6th	installment	in	the	series	
of	7	about	a	young	wizard	battling	evil,	Harry	Potter	(Daniel	
Radcliffe).	It	follows	the	young	wizard	throughout	his	sixth	
year	 at	Hogwarts,	 in	which	 there	 is	 a	new	 teacher,	Horace	
Slughorn (Jim Broadbent). Many mysterious parts of evil 
Lord	Voldemort’s	(Ralph	Fiennes)	past	are	revealed.	Along	
with	the	various	threats	around	the	corner	for	Harry,	there	is	
also	lots	of	drama	and	romance	for	him	at	school,	as	for	his	
friends,	Ron	Weasley	(Rupert	Grint)	and	Hermione	Granger	
(Emma Watson). This action-packed film “is sure to leave the 
audience	 stunned	 and,	 inevitably,	 prove	 that	 you	 shouldn’t	
trust	everybody	who	you	think	is	good	and	also	prove	that	not	
everyone	can	manage	to	survive.”

Julie and Julia (August 
7):
	 	 	 	 This	 drama	 depicts	 the	 life	 of	 re-
nowned chef, Julia Child (Meryl Streep). 
It is the first major film to be based off 
a blog, written by Julie Powell (Amy Adams). 
Powell	embarks	on	an	endeavor	to	cook	each	of	the	
524	recipes	in	Child’s	Mastering	the	Art	of	French	
Cooking	 and	 records	 her	 conquest	 by	 way	 of	 her	
blog.	Simultaneously,	this	movie	covers	the	life	of	
Child	and	her	husband	(Stanley	Stucci)	during	the	
1940s	and	1950s	when	Child’s	husband	is	accused	
of	having	“communist	ties.”

The Time Traveler’s Wife (Au-
gust 14):
    This movie is a combination of science fiction and ro-
mance	and	is	based	off	of	the	novel	of	the	same	name.	In	
it,	Henry	DeTamble	(Eric	Bana)	has	a	genetic	disorder	that	
causes	him	 to	 reluctantly	 time	 travel.	DeTamble	and	his	
wife,	Clare	Abshire,	played	by	Rachel	McAdams,	suffer	
marital	problems	because	of	the	capricious	quality	of	his	
time	traveling.	The	whole	movie,	as	well	as	the	novel,	is	
centralized	around	their	love	and	the	complexities	of	it.

Bandslam (August 14):
			‘Bandslam’	is	a	musical	romance/comedy	that	is	fo-
cused	on	different	teenagers	who	all	have	one	thing	in	
common:	music.	Will	Burton	(Gaelan	Connell)	is	not	
what	you	would	call	the	most	popular	kid	at	school.	
But	shockingly,	the	popular	Charlotte	Banks	(Alyson	
Michalka),	a	talented	singer-songwriter,	starts	hang-
ing	out	with	him.	Charlotte	asks	Will	to	manage	her	
rock	band	because	of	his	knowledge	of	music.	Soon	
enough,	the	goal	of	the	band	is	to	win	a,	not	surpris-
ingly,	battle-of-the-bands.	Eventually,	things	with	the	
band	 start	 going	 great	 and	 Will	 has	 a	 potential	 ro-
mance	with	Sam	(Vanessa	Hudgens).	Tragedy	strikes	
when	Charlotte	suffers	a	family	disaster	and	quits	the	
band.	The	band	must	then	decide	whether	they	should	
give	up	or	“face	the	music.”

Spread (August 14):
	 	 	 	This	sex	comedy	set	in	Los	Angeles,	is	about	the	life	
of	Nikki,	played	by	Ashton	Kutcher	who	has	used	sex	to	
climb	his	way	up	in	life.	He	goes	through	wild	parties	and	
sleeps	 with	 scores	 of	 women	 with	 everything	 going	 ex-
tremely	well	for	him	in	life.	He	is	thrown	off	guard,	how-
ever,	when	he	meets	a	beautiful	waitress,	Heather	 (Mar-
garita	Levieva)	who	is	doing	the	same	things	he	is	to	get	
money. They find themselves having to choose between 
love	 and	 money.	 ‘Spread’	 focuses	 on	 the	 “karmic	 price	
that	Nikki	must	ultimately	pay”	for	living	the	‘Hollywood’	
lifestyle.Inglourious Basterds (August 

21):
				‘Inglourious	Basterds,’	directed	by	highly-acclaimed	Quen-
tin	Tarantino,	 is	 set	during	World	War	 II,	 in	Nazi-occupied	
France. The Basterds, in this film, are a group of Jewish-
American	soldiers	that	spread	fear	by	brutally	murdering	Na-
zis.	Led	by	Lieutenant	Aldo	Raine	(Brad	Pitt),	 the	Basterds	
join	Bridget	von	Hammersmark	 (Diane	Kruger),	 a	German	
actress	 who	 becomes	 a	 spy	 for	 them.	 At	 the	 same	 time,	
Shosanna Dreyfus, a French-Jewish girl played by Melanie 
Laurent, flees to Paris from the Nazis. There, she creates a 
new	identity	and	eventually,	converges	with	the	Basterds	to	
execute	revenge. simran vazirani ‘11
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Some interesting books to help avoid the summer brain rot
Fahrenheit 451
Ray Bradbury

A science fiction story set in the “not so 
distant”	future,	a	world	in	which	people	
obsessively	watch	television	and	worry	
about	trivial	facts	and	details	but	are	not	
allowed	to	read	books	because	possess-
ing	them	is	illegal.		The	main	character	
is a man whose job it is to burn a fireman whose job is 
not to put out fires but to burn books that are found in 
people’s	homes.		The	book	follows	as	Guy	Montag	has	
a	crisis	of	conscience	and	wonders	whether	burning	
books	is	the	best	course	of	action.		A	classic	of	Ameri-
can	literature.

The Book Thief
Markus Zusak

Death	himself	narrates	the	
World	War	II-era	story	of	
Liesel	Meminger	from	the	
time	she	is	taken,	at	age	nine,	
to	live	in	Molching,	Germany,	
with	a	foster	family	in	a	work-
ing-class	neighborhood.	The	child	arrives	having	
just stolen her first book–although she has not yet 
learned	how	to	read–and	her	foster	father	uses	it,	
The	Gravediggers	Handbook,	to	lull	her	to	sleep	
when	she’s	roused	by	regular	nightmares	about	
her	younger	brothers	death.

Nickel	and	Dimed:	On	(Not)	Getting	by	in	America
Barbara Ehrenreich

Journalist Barbara Ehrenreich tries to eke out a living across the 
country	by	working	as	a	waitress,	hotel	maid,	and	house	cleaner.		
This book traces her experiences and the difficulties working 
people	face	being	underpaid	and	working	in	America.		Ehrenreich	
shows	that	the	plight	of	the	underpaid	has	in	no	way	eased:	with	
fewer	jobs	available,	deteriorating	work	conditions,	and	no	pay	
increase	in	sight
The Things They Carried
Tim O’ Brien

A	collection	of	short	stories	about	the	Vietnam	War	that	focus	on	
the	human	side	of	the	war	and	tells	stories	from	many	different	
points	of	view.



Theater 
review: 
Tartuffe

Recently,	students	at	BSGE	
learned	 about	 HIV/AIDS,	
but	 many	 feel	 that	 other	
people	 should	 have	 taught	
the	 curriculum,	 such	 as	
specialists	instead	of	teach-
ers.	The	DOE	requires	New	
York	City	public	schools	to	
teach	 their	 students	 about	
HIV/AIDS.	 According	 to	
avert.org,	 “many	 young	
people	 lack	 basic	 informa-
tion	 about	 HIV	 and	AIDS,	
and	are	unaware	of	the	ways	
in	which	HIV	infection	can	
occur,	 and	 of	 the	 ways	 in	
which	HIV	can	be	prevent-
ed.”	Students	learned	about	
the	 disease	 in	 advisory	
from	 their	 advisory	 teach-
ers.	 Some	 seventh	 graders	
feel	 like	 their	 teachers	 did	
a	good	 job,	but	 they	would	
have	 learned	 more	 from	
someone	 other	 than	 their	
teachers.	 They	 also	 have	
mixed	opinions	on	whether	
schools	 should	 teach	 the	
curriculum	at	all.	
	 Many	 seventh	
grade	students	would	rather	
have	 learned	 about	 it	 from	
a	 specialist	 than	 a	 teacher.	
One	 reason	 for	 this	 is	 that	
students	 think	 it	 would	 be	

less	 awkward	 with	 a	 spe-
cialist.	 Laura	Villegas	 said,	
“I	would	feel	more	comfort-
able	 if	 a	 specialist	 taught	
us.”	Another	 reason	 is	 that	
students	 would	 feel	 better	
getting	 information	 from	 a	
trained	specialist.	“I	think	a	
specialist	 would	 be	 able	 to	
teach	us	more,”	 said	Giuli-
ana	 Videla.	 For	 most	 stu-
dents,	 specialists	 seem	 like	
a	better	choice.
	 It	 is	 possible	 that	
this	 curriculum	 wasn’t	 as	
efficient as it was meant 
to	 be.	 Most	 students	 have	
learned	 about	 HIV/AIDS	
before.	 They	 learned	 from	
their	 parents	 and	 from	 pre-
vious	 teachers.	Robert	Gaj-
da,	 a	 seventh	 grader,	 said,	
“I	 learned	 about	 it	 before,	
and	 I	 didn’t	 really	 learn	
anything	new.	I	 learned	the	
same	things	last	year.”	This	
curriculum	 may	 have	 been	
effective	 for	 students	 who	
haven’t	 talked	 to	 their	 par-
ents	 about	 HIV/AIDS	 or	
haven’t	 learned	 from	 their	
schools,	but	most	kids	have	
a	previous	knowledge	of	it.
	 Having	 the	 advi-
sory	teachers	teach	the	cur-
riculum	 had	 its	 advantages	

though.	Students	could	have	
felt	 more	 comfortable	 with	
people	 they	 see	 everyday,	
but	 aren’t	 as	 close	 to	 them	
as	their	parents	are.	Teachers	
are	 in	 the	 middle,	 between	
specialists	that	are	strangers,	
and	parents,	which	might	be	
a	 little	 too	 awkward.	Some	
students	also	believe	 it	 is	a	
teacher’s	 responsibility	 to	
teach	 students	 because	 it	
is	 important	 to	 learn	 it	 in	a	
school environment. Steffi 
Joeng says teachers should 
teach	 it	 because	 “it’s	 edu-
cational.	It	also	can	involve	
the	school.”	The	people	 in-
volved	with	 the	school	 that	
most	 that	 also	know	us	 the	
best	are	the	teachers.		
	 There	 is	 a	 lot	 of	
debate	over	whether	schools	
or	parents	should	teach	stu-
dents	 about	 the	 disease.	
Some	 students	 think	 that	
parents	 should	 teach	 their	
kids	because	they	are	much	
more	available	to	us.	Megan	
Mehta	said,	“I	would	rather	
parents	 teach	 us	 because	 it	
would	 be	 more	 with	 some-
one	you	are	related	to.”		Oth-
ers	think	that	schools	should	
be	responsible	for	educating	
us	about	 it.	They	think	that	

their	parents	might	not	know	
everything	that	they	need	to	
teach	 their	 kids,	 and	 they	
can	feel	very	uncomfortable	
talking	 about	 it.	 Syed	 Az-
main	 said,	 “I	 think	 schools	
should	teach	it	because	par-
ents	won’t	teach	some	stuff	
even	if	it’s	necessary.”
	 There	 are	 a	 few	
students	who	think	that	it	is	
both	a	school’s	and	parent’s	
responsibility	 to	 teach	 us	
about	HIV/AIDS.	They	feel	
that	one	will	teach	stuff	that	
the	 other	 won’t.	 Isabella	
Hernandez	 said,	 “I	 think	 it	
should	 be	 a	 parent’s	 and	 a	
school’s	 responsibility	 be-
cause	 sometimes	a	kid	will	
only	listen	to	one.”	
	 Seventh	 grade	
students	 can	 agree	 on	 one	
thing,	 though.	 The	 HIV/
AIDS	curriculum	was	awk-
ward,	and	 they	would	have	
felt	 a	 lot	 more	 comfortable	
with	 someone	 other	 than	
their	advisory	teacher.

Story written with the help 
of: Samantha Calpo, Angie 
Valladares, Steven Alvarez, 
Sebastian Ali, Minhazul 
Hoque, Neha Metha, and 
Julia Ilian.

Seventh Graders Reflect on 
the HIv/Aids curriculum
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	 Before	 you	 get	
your	hopes	up,	 this	 isn’t	a	
food	review.	No,	I	will	not	
be	discussing	the	delicious	
Italian	 ice	 cream	desert	 in	
a	 chocolate	 shell,	 tartuffo,	
but	the	renowned	play,	Tar-
tuffe,	by	Moliere.	Don’t	be	
too	 let	 down,	 though,	 the	
production	of	Tartuffe	held	
at	The	Pearl	Theatre	at	St.	
Mark’s	 Place	 was	 just	 as	
delightful	as	the	tasty	des-
sert,	 from	 the	 plot	 to	 the	
actors.
	 Bradford	 Cover,	
who	plays	Tartuffe,	doesn’t	
waste	time	with	small	per-
formances.	 His	 rendition	
of	the	character	is	bold	and	
daring	from	the	very	begin-
ning,	and	explicitly	lets	the	
audience	 know	 the	 hypo-
crite	that	Tartuffe	really	is.	
Orgon, played by TJ Ed-
wards,	 takes	 Tartuffe	 into	
his	home,	under	the	wrong-
ful	impression	that	he	is	an	
extremely	 pious	 man.	The	
shy	 and	 feeble	 attempts	
of	 his	 daughter	 Mariane,	
played	 by	 Carrie	
McCrossen,	aren’t	
enough	 to	 show	
him	 the	 error	 of	
his	 assumptions,	
however.	The	cast	
decide	 that	 much	
more	drastic	mea-
sure	 must	 be	 tak-
en,	 and	 the	 play	
unfolds.
	 Cover,	 who	 also	
starred	in	the	play	A	Thou-
sand Clowns from July 
11,	2001	to	September	23,	
2001,	entertains	the	crowd	
with	 an	 exuberant	 perfor-
mance	 throughout,	 to	 the	
point	 of	 over	 exaggerat-
ing	 the	 characters	 appar-
ent	 malicious	 hypocrisy.	
Edwards,	 provides	 a	 great	
complement	 to	 him,	 with	
his	 humble	 and	 befuddled	
rendition	 of	 the	 charac-
ter	 Orgon.	 Orgon’s	 wife,	
Emire,	 played	 by	 Rachel	
Botchan,	 suggests	 an	 evil	
plot	 to	 trick	 Tartuffe	 into	
exposing	his	true	colors	in	
front	of	Orgon,	as	he	won’t	
believe	anything	unholy	of	
Tartuffe	 unless	 he	 sees	 it	
with	his	own	eyes.	
	 The	 entire	 en-
raged	cast	keeps	ever	busy	
throughout	the	play,	shoot-
ing	daggers	with	their	eyes	
at	 Orgon,	 rolling	 their	
eyes,	 sighing	 exasperated-
ly,	and	putting	 their	hands	
on	 their	 hips	 when	 Orgon	
refuses	 to	 listen	 to	 reason.		
Their	acting	styles,	as	well	
as their costumes, reflected 
each	 character’s	 social	
standing,	and	their	person-
alities.	A	great	example	of	

this	 was	 in	 the	 character	
Dorine,	 played	 by	 Robin	
Leslie	Brown,	the	maid	of	
Orgon’s	 household.	 She	
wears	a	simple	plain	dress	
with	 an	 apron	 and	 boots,	
and	 her	 hair	 was	 up.	 This	
reflected her social stand-
ing,	 as	 well	 as	 her	 own	
spunkiness.
	 The	 costumes	 of	
the	characters	not	only	re-
flected their social stand-
ing,	but	their	personality	as	
well.	 Elmire	 and	 Mariane	
wore	 very	 fancy	 dresses,	
reflecting their wealth. Or-
gon,	Tartuffe,	 and	 Cleante	
(Dominic	 Cuskern),	 wore	
shabbier,	 darker	 colored	
clothing	 with	 high	 heels.	
Valere, (John Willian 
Schiffbauer),	 and	 Damis,	
(Sean	McNall),	the	youner	
men,	 wore	 brighter	 colors	
and	 didn’t	 have	 on	 curly	
wigs,	like	Cleante	and	Or-
gon.	
	 Overall,	 the	 act-
ing	was	much	more	 exag-
gerated	 than	 imagined	 if	
simply	reading	the	original	
play,	 written	 by	 Moliere,	

and	translated	into	English	
by	Richard	Wilbur.	Several	
instances	of	slapstick	com-
edy	 that	weren’t	explicitly	
instructed	in	the	play	were	
added	 in.	 An	 example	 of	
this	 is	 when	 Tartuffe	 cut	
pieces	 of	 felt	 for	 his	 ser-
vent,	 Laurent,	 (Kila	 Pack-
ett),	to	cover	up	the	naked	
people	 on	 the	 tapestries	
with.	Tartuffe	himself	was	
interpreted	to	be	a	very	in-
tense	character,	completely	
ruled	by	his	body.	When	in	
a	room	alone	with	Elmire,	
he	didn’t	seem	able	to	con-
trol	himself	and	keep	from	
chasing	her	because	of	his	
extreme	attraction	to	her.	
	 Why	 should	 con-
temporary	 New	 Yorkers	
see	 a	 play	 written	 in	 the	
1600s?	The	answer	 is,	be-
cause	 it	 could	 be	 a	 play	
set	 in	 modern	 times,	 due	
to	 the	way	 the	actors	 took	
on	their	roles.	The	comedy	
masks	 the	 era	 of	 the	 play,	
and	 teenagers	 can	be	 seen	
laughing	 to	 the	 point	 of	
tears	 within	 the	 audience.	
The comedy is sufficient 
to	 entertain,	 but	 the	 sheer	
message	 and	 intelligence	
of	the	play	shines	through,	
unmasked.

“...teenagers can 
be seen laughing 

to the point of 
tears within the 

audience.”

meghan mc-
cullough ‘11

	 Living	in	New	
York, it’s not that difficult 
to	spot	a	celebrity.	My	
10th	grade	personal	project	
was to film a documentary 
about	my	quest	to	meet	
Nick Jonas. I had come 
very	close	before,	I’ve	
even held Joe Jonas’ hand, 
but	I’ve	never	really	been	
able	to	speak	to	Nick.	I	
got	very	close	to	getting	
to	meet	him,	unfortunately	
the	deadline	came	before	I	
could	complete	the	project.	
Recently,	however,	I	spent	
a few hours with Jonathan 
Cook,	Caleb	Turman,	and	
Austin	Bello	from	the	band	
Forever	the	Sickest	Kids	in	
Times	Square.	
	 I	found	out	that	
they	were	going	to	stay	at	
a	hotel	in	Times	Square	
(through	Twitter)	and	that	
they	were	having	a	free	
acoustic	set	(also	from	
Twitter).	So,	I	headed	off	
that	Thursday	night	to	their	
mini	concert,	they	all	Twit-
tered	the	exact	address.	
After	arriving,	I	waited	for	
the	three	of	them	to	come.	
Keeping	my	eyes	open,	I	
immediately	spotted	them	
crossing	the	busy	avenue.	
At	this	point,	I	decided	to	
run	over	there	but	to	keep	
it	cool	as	I	approached	
closer.	It	turned	out	to	be	
a	good	decision	because	
I	got	to	hug	them	and	get	
pictures.	
	 After	signing	
some	autographs,	the	
singing	began.	Too	bad	
they	didn’t	have	a	permit.	

So	what	did	we	do?	Well,	
we	tested	out	each	block	
hoping	that	somehow	the	
next	one	they	wouldn’t	
need	permission	to	play.	
However	they	couldn’t	
find a spot because they 
were	three	men	being	
followed	by	about	150	
overly	excited	teenagers,	
so we finally decided to 
head	to	Bryant	Park.	The	
walk	there	was	hectic.	I	
had	to	use	my	very	useful	
sneaking	skills	to	stay	by	
their	sides.	(Here’s	where	
pushing	and	kicking	to	
get	your	way	is	morally	
acceptable.) After a five-
minute	walk	they	sat	down	
on	a	small	bench	in	the	
park.	Again	my	incredible	
talent	landed	me	by	Austin	
Bello’s	feet.	While	play-
ing,	I	was	used	as	Austin’s	
guitar mute and Jonathan’s 
art	canvas	(he	drew	on	my	
face	with	a	sharpie).	Yet	
again,	the	cops	were	called	
to	get	us	out	of	the	way.	
They	ended	the	concert	
a	switched	to	a	“meet	&	
greet.”	Again,	I	made	small	
talk with Jonathan and 
Austin.	I	even	had	the	guts	
to ask Jonathan for a kiss 
on	the	cheek.	He	obliged	
and	even	kissed	my	mother	
after she bought Jonathan 
a	NYC	magnet.	Then	it	
was	time	for	people	to	start	
leaving	the	park.	I	ended	
up walking with Jonathan, 
again.	We	started	talking	
about	what	he	was	going	
to	do	for	the	rest	of	his	
stay	in	NY.		I	was	acting	
like	an	actual	human	being	
and	not	a	crazy	obsessed	

fan.	It	was	
definitely 
a	good	
decision	
because	
Jonathan 
warmed	
up	to	
me	and	
personally	
sang	me	
a	song	he	
had	just	
written.	
We	ended	
up	back	
in	Times	
Square	where	we	sat	on	the	
public	chair	and	watched	
the	Lakers/Magic	game	on	
the huge screen TV. Jona-
than	showed	me	pictures	of	
his	family.	Then,	unfortu-
nately,		it	was	getting	late	
and	I	had	to	leave	so	he	
hugged	me	and	the	magical	
night	was	over.	
	Here	are	some	tips	to	track	
down	an	idol	of	yours	and	
possibly	even	hang	out	
with	them	like	I	did.
•	 Clear	your	day	
of	plans.	You	never	know	
when	they	might	go	out.	
Most	likely	they	will	be	
out	and	about	at	night	since	
their	day	is	full	of	inter-
views,	sight-seeing,	meet	
&	greets,	etc.	You	need	to	
be	available	at	all	times.
•	 Get	an	account	on	
Twitter.	Checking	Twitter.
com	frequently	allowed	me	
to	know	what	my	celebrity	
was	doing,	at	what	time,	
and	who	with.	
•	 Use	the	Internet.	
Find	out	about	events	they	
will	be	attending	and	make	

an	effort	to	get	there	by	
checking	their	MySpace,	
fan websites, Official Web-
sites,	Twitter,	etc.	
•	 Hone	your	sneaky	
super	ninja	skills	and	get	in	
the	middle	of	everything.	
Push	your	way	through	the	
crowd	and	put	yourself	in	
a	position	where	you	know	
they’ll	have	to	get	close.	
For	example,	one	night	
I	was	on	Fifth	Avenue	
when	Paris	Hilton	came	
out	of	one	of	the	stores.	
There	were	probably	about	
50	people	who	were	all	
jumping	up	and	down	at	
the	door.	Instead	of	joining	
them	I	stood	in	front	of	
her	car	door.	When	she	got	
there	a	bodyguard	pushed	
me	aside	but	I	was	still	
right	next	to	Paris.	It	was	
an	easy	way	to	get	close.
•	 Remember	that	
being	treated	like	a	human	
being	will	be	refreshing	for	
them. I spoke to Jonathan 
as	if	he	were	any	other	guy	
and	he	responded	well.	
Instead	of	being	a	crazy,	
screaming	fan	smile	and	
start	talking	to	them.	

how to meet celebrities
Stephanie aris-

takesian ‘11



				There	are	so	many	differ-
ent ways of defining love. 
Some	would	describe	 it	 as	
emotional	 attachment	 or	
undying	 affection.	 Some	
would	 say	 it’s	 the	 butter-
flies in your stomach or that 
fuzzy	 feeling	 inside.	 But,	
believe	 it	 or	 not,	 love	 can	
be scientifically explained.
				According	to	experiments	
at	Rutgers	University,	being	
in	love	causes	the	chemical,	
dopamine	 to	 be	 released.	
Dopamine	changes	the	ac-
tivity	of	one’s	nerve	cells	
and	 is	 heavily	 linked	 to	
norepinephrine.	 Norepi-
nephrine	 increases	heart	
rate	and	is	also	known	to	
intensify	 attention	 span,	
sleeplessness,	and	hyper-
activity.		Such	symptoms	
are	very	common	to	what	
one	feels	when	one	is	“in	
love.”
	 	 	 	These	experiments	also	
led	 to	 discoveries	 explain-
ing	 that	 love	 makes	 the	
brain	hinder	fear.	When	one	
is	 in	 love,	 their	Amygdala	
pathways are briefly im-

mobilized.	These	pathways	
are	linked	to	the	part	of	the	
brain	 that	 controls	 emo-
tions.	It	interprets	informa-
tion	 that	 prompts	 fear	
and	 in	 turn,	 trig-
gers	reactions.	
W h e n	
t h e s e	
path-

ways	 are	 immobilized,	 the	
brain	 cannot	 interpret	 any-
thing	 to	 be	 fearful	 or	 dan-

gerous.	 Hence,	 love	 gets	
rid	of	 any	 sense	of	 fear	or	
distress.	
				But	many	psychologists	

ponder	 how	 true	 love	
is	 different	 from	

obsession	 as	
o p p o s e d	

to	what	
l o v e	

d o e s	

to	 your	 brain	 and	 body.	
This	is	because	many	times,	
people	 confuse	 love	 with	
obsession.	 In	 Confusing	
Love with Obsession, John 
Moore	 discusses	 the	 Ob-
session	 Love	 Wheel.	 This	
wheel	 has	 four	 stages	 that	
describe	obsessive	love:	at-
traction,	anxiety,	obsession	
and destruction. The first 
phase,	attraction,	has	to	do	
with	physical	draw.	 In	 this	
phase,	 personalities	 don’t	
matter,	 as	 long	 as	 the	 per-
son	 is	physically	attracted	
to	their	obsession.
	 	 	 	 The	 second	 phase,	
anxiety,	 exists	 after	 two	
people	 decide	 to	 com-
mit	 to	 one	 another.	 In	
this	 stage,	 a	 person	 is	
constantly	 apprehensive	
about	 his/her	 relation-
ship.	 A	 person	 may	 dis-

play	 an	 overwhelming	
amount	 of	 fear	 and	 inse-
curity	 about	 the	 relation-
ship.	 The	 anxiety	 stage	 is	
characterized	 by	 mistrust.	
The	 third	 stage,	 obsession,	
is	 where	 one’s	 obsessive	
behavior	 takes	 over	 and	
becomes	 very	 prominent.	

This	 is	 when	 compulsion	
begins	to	control	a	person’s	
actions,	causing	one	to	be-
lieve	he	or	she	is	complete-
ly	in	love.
				The	last	phase	is	destruc-
tion.	 In	 this	phase,	 the	ob-
sessed	 person	 goes	 into	
depression	 and	 loses	 self-
esteem.	This	is	when	the	re-
lationship	breaks	apart	and	
the	 obsessed	 person	 may	
try	 winning	 their	 “loved	
one”	 back.	 This	 wheel	
helps	outline	the	differenc-
es	between	love	and	obses-
sion. Specifically, that love 
is	 more	 about	 others	 than	
oneself,	whereas	obsession	
is	“self-centered	love.”
				However,	all	this	research	
provides	no	clear	answer	as	
to	 the	 exact	 reason	 behind	
love.	Although	loves’	effect	
on	 the	 body	 and	 mind	 can	
be defined, there are many 
ambiguities	 surrounding	
the	 concept	 of	 love.	 The	
causes	of	love	(as	opposed	
to	 the	 symptoms	 of	 love),	
for	example,	have	yet	to	be	
defined. Love will always 
be	shrouded	with	mystery.

Obsessio
n love wheel

The Science of love and obsession
Simran Vazirani ‘11

The Life and times of fred and 
more

Mikael Muehlbauer ‘10



	Top: The	exchange	students	from	Denmark	came	to	visit	
in	September.
Middle picture: Students	listen	to	the	inauguration	of	
Barack	Obama,	on	the	radio,	in	the	library.	Furthest 
below: The	BACC	Rag	ran	a	mock	presidential	election	
and	Barack	Obama	won	243	of	the	278	votes.

Left: BSGE	established	
it’s first contact football 
team.	Coach	Mac	and	the	
high	school	boys	practiced	
and	will	hopefully	begin	
games	next	year.
Below: from	left	to	right,	
Giuliana	Videla,	Angie	
Valledares,	Neha	Mehta,	
Erin	Camia.
Furthest below: Lady	
Sting	Basketball	had	a	8-8	
record	this	year	and	made	
playoffs.
Directly below: the	art	
show	in	April.

Whose  teeth are these?
From	page	1.
Answer:	Those	are	seventh	
grader	Sebastian	Ali’s	
teeth.	Apparently	he	was	
changing	for	dance	when	
Raymond	“Magic	Kid”	Fu	
kicked	down	the	bathroom	
door.	The	door	hit	him	in	
the	face	and	his	tooth	went	
flying. He looked in the 
mirror	and	“looked	like	a	
pirate.”


