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A silhouette piece made by BSGE 10th graders Seong Ae, Myles, Ashley, Kara, Sarah 
and Erica. It was inspired by the recession and can be seen on the fourth floor. 

Photo credit: Jolijt Tamanaha

09Things to 
look for-
ward to 
this year

Ms. J’s Welcome

1.
Masquerade Ball
Dancing, dresses, food and 
masks! The Masquerade Ball, 
last year’s best party, is re-
turning for another round on 

October 3Oth. 

2.Lounge Night ‘09
Chill and eat while you enjoy the 
musical stylings of BSGE students 
and The Midnight Cult and then be 
amazed by the premier performance 
of BSGE dance crew “The Variety 
Pack.” (December 2009).

Ping POng tournament 
The Senior Council is hosting yet 
another ping pong tournament this 
December. Everyone from 
beginners to ping-pong-
masters are welcome so 
grab your paddle.

4.

Movie Night
When’s the last time you 
went to the movies for free? 
Four different movie choices 
and you don’t pay a cent! 
November at BSGE. (Hint: 
there will be a few  this 
year).

3.

5.
Mardi Gras
The Mardi Gras party returns for it’s 
4th year so get ready for 
yourself for beads, beads and 
more beads! (March 2010)

Family Dinner Night
Food, friends and family: the three 
best things in the world and we’ve 
combined it all into one night. Come 
for $10 plates of homemade dinner and 
bring family! (February 2010)

6.
Spirit Week!
The best week of the year will 
rock your world. Go all out 
and show some spirit!
(May 2010)

7.
Middle School Prom

In June 7th and 8th graders and their 
guests are cordially invited to their 
prom! If you would like to be on the 
committee for planning your prom 
speak to a Junior Council member. Fun 
and formal attire are expected. 

8.

9.Summer Vacation
The last day of school this year is Mon-
day, June 28th.

Dear BSGE Student:
 With enthusiasm, pride and the prom-
ise of the collective commitment of faculty and 
staff, I open my arms wide to welcome you to a 
new year at The Baccalaureate School for Global 
Education (BSGE).  I welcome new students to 
the BSGE experience and I welcome returning 
back home.
 New BSGE family members, by now 
you may be wondering exactly what you’ve 
enrolled yourself into and I don’t blame you.  
As you acclimate to your classes and become 
acquainted with your new classmates, do not 
be intimidated by the high expectations of your 
teachers or discouraged by the academic rigor.  
If you are feeling a bit out of place or overwhelmed you are not alone, most students feel this way at first.   Be assured 
that members of your BSGE family will assist you as you transition into this school community and will be with you 
throughout your journey here.  
 As you settle in and possibly begin to ponder if this community is right for you know that your uniqueness is 
valuable to this family, so let your authentic light shine.   Your uniqueness need not be a hindrance or the challenges 
you’ll face deterrents.  Let this merely be the texture of your design.
 Recently I’ve come to appreciate the lyrics of people whose path and journey are very different from my 
own but whose words are none-the-less inspirational.  The chorus or hook below is from a song titled “Ambitious”.  It 
was written by two millionaire young men who people thought would be defined by the circumstances of their births, 
neighborhoods, early occupations and the achievements, or lack of,  of others like them.  Limitations were placed on 
these young men’s possibilities, not because of their own potential and dreams but because of people’s inability to see 
beyond their own  failures and the failures of others.   

The motivation for me is them telling me what I could not be, oh well.   
I’m so ambitious ___  ____  ____ ___ 
Hey I’m on a mission, no matter what the conditions.
Forget personal issues, when you’ve go what I’ve been through.
Hey if you can believe it, then be
then you can conceive it, you see.
The motivation for me is them telling me what I could not be, oh well.
Jay Z & Pharrell Williams (Neptunes)

Your path to the International Baccalaureate (IB) Diploma may not be easy or smooth but if you can envision your-
self receiving it, and you are willing put forth the effort to achieve it, than you can earn the IB Diploma. Your destiny 
should not be defined by people’s perceptions of you, but by your perception of self.  With hard work even you may be 
surprised at what you achieve, oh well……

Ms. Johnson
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 June of last year, 
I was in the cafeteria with 
the rest of BSGE’s class 
of  ’11 and our parents and 
our teachers. We were at 
our middle years program 
(MYP) certificate cere-
mony, the “graduation” at 
the end of tenth grade. A 
few speeches were made, 
awards were handed out 
and then Ms. Johnson be-
gan giving us our MYP 
diplomas. Tension quickly 
flooded the room; it wasn’t 
clear who would be get-
ting a diploma and who 
wouldn’t. There were gasps 
and tears when students 
noticed that their names 
had not been called. We all 
then suddenly realized that 
receiving the diploma—an 
accomplishment that we 
had earlier trivialized—ac-
tually meant a lot to us. 
 After the cere-
mony I was upset that my 

classmates had not been 
told that they weren’t re-
ceiving the diploma. I 
thought it was unnecessari-
ly harsh, especially because 
many students had invited 
their parents. For those stu-
dents it was embarrassing, 
heartbreaking and perhaps 
even traumatizing. 
 However, with the 
start of 11th grade I see that 
day in a whole new way. It 
triggered a revolution. My 
grade, always cheerful, in-
telligent and friendly, was 
notoriously lazy and indif-
ferent to anything serious, 
but this year I see a true 
change. Most people came 
back from summer vaca-
tion, not only refreshed 
but also ready to rock this 
year. A whole new attitude 
has taken over and it spread 
like wildfire. It’s as if we all 
grew up last summer, real-
izing that it’s all no longer 
a joke. We’ve accepted the 
fact that our actions have 

consequences (like being 
embarrassed and disap-
pointed when you don’t 
receive the MYP diploma), 
and finally acknowledged 
that the consequences af-
fect us. I attribute our trans-
formation to that morning; 
it scared and shocked us 
into caring.
It also came at the perfect 
time. We now have the in-
spiration and the drive to 
push for the IB diploma. 
I have a lot of faith in my 
new grade’s new attitude, 
we will make it. 
 Nevertheless, it 
was too harsh. I don’t think, 
however, the administration 
did it deliberately. It was 
just another case of mis-
communication, one that 
shouldn’t happen again. In 
spite of this, I hope the ef-
fect never wears off and I 
hope BSGE finds a differ-
ent way to render the same 
results from all of its stu-
dents.

Editorial: 
Scare Tactics

Jolijt 
Tamanaha ‘11

Seventh Graders, Wel-
come to BSGE
 Welcome to BSGE! You’re starting on a six year experience 
here with us that is sure to be filled with friends, fun, and plenty of re-
warding learning.  While I imagine that BSGE must feel confusing and 
even large right now, I am certain that before long you will find your 
own, comfortable place within our small community.  Before you know 
it, you will recognize and even know nearly everyone as you squeeze 
your way through the hallways between classes and rush to get a good 
spot on the line for lunch.
 More than anything else I’d suggest that you use your new spot 
here as a chance to ask questions, reach out to people (adults and other 
students), and be open to all of the new experiences you will have this 
year.  Push yourself and pick out a specific new classmate or three to 
get to know, join a new group of people at lunch, stop by my office to
say hi, join the Spirit Squad (or the BACC RAG for that matter!), stay 
after class to bother Mr. Lakhaney.  Remember that here at BSGE, es-
pecially in your first year with us, you’ve got a chance to try out new 
things, approach new challenges, and explore who you are as a student 
and a person.  Take advantage of this amazing opportunity!

-Guidance Counselor, Timothy David-Lang
seventh graders, want more? Turn to page 6.
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 After going 4-
4 just two years ago, the 
BSGE Sting Girls Varsity 
basketball team doubled 
their numbers in 2009, 
finishing the season with 
a solid 8-8 record. A fifth 
place spot in the confer-
ence means that Baccalau-
reate is slowly, but surely 
climbing the ranks of 
Queens High School bas-
ketball. 
  “The reason for 
success in last year’s sea-
son was our determina-
tion. The games that we 
did best in were the ones 
that we really gave our 
all,” said Kristen Spang, 
star forward. That same 
heart that Spang refers to 
is what allowed the Sting 
to finish last season surg-
ing, completing the season 
on a 4-1 hot streak. 
 The reason for 
last year’s consistency was 
simple: defense. Of their 
eight victories, seven saw 
the opponent held to 40 
points or less. The eighth 
losing opponent, Frank 
Sinatra High School, was 
held to 41. 
 With eighteen 
games scheduled for the 
2009-2010 campaign, 
there’s plenty of room for 
growth. There is no rea-
son BSGE can’t surpass 
the .500 mark for the first 
time in team history. De-
fensive forward Qendresa 
Hidra told the Baccrag, 
“We need to go to every 
practice and not slack. Try 
to work harder on getting 
the plays right.” 
 The dedication 
Hidra is referring to needs 
to be there for this team to 
win; ’09-’10 will not be 
easy. BSGE will open their 
season with four games on 

the road, coming home 
December 10th to face 14-
2 Academy of American 
Studies. Playing Studies 
twice, 14-2 Grover Cleve-
land twice, and 12-4 In-
formation Tech. HS twice 
will be a challenge to be 
faced head on. In ’08-’09, 
BSGE went a combined 
1-5 against these three 
girls powerhouses. How-
ever, the Sting blew out 
the conference’s weaker 
teams, defeating Robert F. 
Wagner HS on both occa-
sions, 59-24 and 39-30 re-
spectively. 
 Fans should watch 
for a potential rival in new-
ly relocated Frank Sinatra 
High School. The 6-10 
school for the performing 
arts now attends, practices 
and plays home games just 
a block from BSGE. Well-
matched both offensively 
and defensively, the Sting 
split the season-series with 
FS last year, 1-1. With stu-
dents going to school and 
playing out their seasons 
just a block from each 
other, a rivalry could be a 
brewing. 
 The commitment 
on this girls team cannot 
be questioned, and in fact 
should be learned from 
for all sports programs 
existent at BSGE. Though 
finishing the past two sea-
sons at .500, the team has 
a winning mentality. When 
asked what her role on this 
team was, Kristen Spang 
replied, “Just a teammate. 
The reason I’m on the 
team is so that I can try 
to help us win, because 
that’s what I want more 
than anything”. This team 
wants to win, and with the 
right attitude, they will. 
BSGE opens their season 
on Tuesday, November 
24th at 4:30pm at New-
comers High School. 

Welcoming in 
the 2009-2010 
Girls Basket-
ball Varsity 
season
Daniel Fridman 

‘10

Want to write, draw or 
design?

Do it for us! We take stu-
dents of all ages and all 

skill levels. If you’d like to 
join The BACC Rag email 
copydesk@thebaccrag.com

Thank You!

Date           Opponent
11/24/09— Newcomers                   

12/01/09--- Robert F. Wagner Jr.             
12/03/09--- Grover Cleveland         

12/08/09--- Frank Sinatra                   
12/10/09--- Academy of American Studies

12/15/09--- HS For Construction          
12/17/09--- Information Technology 
12/22/09--- Queens Vocational Tec.        

01/05/10--- Newcomers      
01/07/10--- Flushing                            

01/12/10--- Robert F. Wagner Jr.           
01/14/10--- Grover Cleveland                  

01/19/10--- Frank Sinatra
01/21/10--- Academy of American Studies

02/02/10--- HS For Construction              
02/04/10--- Information Technology          
02/09/10--- Queens Vocational Tec.       

02/11/10--- Flushing  
*All games start at 4:30
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 I give honor to our principal Ms. 
Kelly Johnson, the vice-principal Ms. Ines 
Loveras, our graduation coordinators Mr. 
Virge Ramos and Mrs. Vanessa Rabines, 
to every single member of the Baccalaure-
ate staff from the teachers to the wonderful 
people working in the office too.  Just any 
and everyone because all of you have been 
vital to these past six years. I give honor 
to my parents and family and to all the 
families and friends that are in attendance 
here today. And most of all I honor you the 
graduating class of 2009!
 I can still remember my first day 
at BSGE, in seventh grade. I had trans-
ferred in from my old school and I was two 
months late. I walked into Ms. Kumar’s 
English class and I sat down at my seat and 
all I could think about was the fact that I 
didn’t know anyone in my class and no one 
was going to talk to me. In the midst of that 
a girl sat down at her seat looked at me and 
said “hey, you’re new. What’s your name?”  
And as she began to talk to me more and 
more students started to come over and 
ask questions and soon that one turned to 
three and that three turned to seven and so 
on and so on. As that first day continued 
and the rest of the year ensued… I realized 
there was something very different about 
this school. There was a sense of commu-
nity. And now six years later looking back 
on that, I realize that really is what BSGE 
is all about, while we are all celebrated for 
our unique characteristics and traits we still 
are one. We really are that “BSGE family” 
that Ms. Johnson always addresses us as.
So when I was told to prepare something 
for today, I was at a loss. “What can I pos-
sibly tell them after we have been through 
so much in the past years other than ‘we 
have been through a lot and thank goodness 
it’s over?” And I sat there letting my mind 
travel through the times I thought about the 
Extended essay and the personal project 
and the math and the itgs portfolio’s and 
I thought wow after all that it’s so easy to 
look at this day and say “it’s all over” and 
that this is it. However, I want to encourage 
you today, to not let this be where it ends 
and to continue on the path that has been 
started for you here at BSGE. In the past 4 
or 6 years we have done a lot of work and 
lost a lot of sleep. And there were plenty 
of times when we all wished we were in 
another school where we wouldn’t have 
to work so hard. We watched our 
friends and peers in other schools 
take it easy and cruise through 
school while we dealt with hav-
ing to do one assignment after the 
other. And as you completed one 
thing here came another one due 
right after. And then you look up 
and CAS is due in a few weeks and 
you need like 30 hours. Through all 
that it seems like there is never ever 
anytime for anything. But these 
times of chaos will soon prove their 
worth because in reality life is cha-
otic. I’m sure all the adults present 
here today can tell stories of having 
to find time to go to work, pay bills, 
raise children, maintain a house or 
an apartment and still find time to 
do things for themselves on a daily 
basis. And soon we’ll all be in those 
types of situations because that is 
what life as an adult is. However, 
unlike most students we are not 
going into this new stage of life 
and responsibility without a leg to 
stand on. These past years at BSGE 
have served as a foundation for us 

to stand and build upon and every 1,000 
word paper and every all-nighter helped to 
further cement that foundation.
Now as we move on into the next phase of 
our lives, it is up to us to build upon this 
foundation. It is not enough to simply be 
satisfied with this moment. This day does 
not completely validate our time here at the 
Baccalaureate School. Instead it’s what we 
do and accomplish from this point on that 
will prove the value of our times here at 
BSGE. So I implore you all to not let this 
day become your stopping point. We must 
take the lessons and experiences we’ve 
gained here and use them to achieve our 
goals and aspirations. And when the cha-
otic winds of life begin to blow, stand firm 
on this foundation knowing that you are 
well equipped with what it takes to meet 
every challenge. 
Although we won’t be reporting to 34-12 
36th ave everyday anymore, I encourage 
you to not let your BSGE experience end 
with today instead take it with you and use 
it as you go out into the world and strive 
for the success that I know is waiting for 
each and everyone of us.
To the parents and friends that have been 
there throughout this whole process, thank 
you. Thank you for dealing with us when 
we did not necessarily want to deal with 
you. Thank you for patience and your nev-
er-ending support. I ask that you continue 
to be that support system that we can turn 
to because although we have come to a 
stage in life where a lot of the responsibil-
ity falls on us, we still need you to be that 
support system we can turn to.
To the wonderful staff at the Baccalaure-
ate School for Global Education, I’d like 
to thank all of you because without you 
this day would not be possible. I also ask 
that you continue to nurture and bring 
about young men and women just like you 
have done for us. With individuals like you 
steering our youth there is a very positive 
future ahead
And finally to the Graduating Class of 
2009, it has been an honor to stand before 
you and have words on this graduation day 
and it has been a privilege to have known 
each and everyone of you. I wish for you 
and your families the greatest successes 
that life has to offer.
~Thank you~

Photo thanks to Michelle Likhtshteyn.

In Case You Missed It:
BSGE Almuni Shamar 
Walters’ Graduation 
Speech

Photo  thanks to Michelle Likhtshteyn. 

 “There was some dancing and 
cheering,” BSGE IB Coordinator Ms. Jen-
nifer Dikes admitted. She’s happy because 
out of the 46 registered IB candidates of 
BSGE’s Class of 2009, 23 received the 
diploma. This is BSGE’s greatest number 
and highest percentage of IB diploma 
graduates yet. 
 The number of IB diploma 
graduates has increased every year since 
BSGE’s first diploma program class. 
Ms. Dikes attributed the rise to BSGE’s 
mounting experience, “we get better as 
a school at knowing what to do to be 
successful [especially when it comes to] 
organizing [and] timing.” She also said 
that younger students learn from the wise 
words of the older and are getting bet-
ter and better at understanding what they 
should and shouldn’t do. 
 The IBO reported a worldwide 
pass rate of 81.38% in May 2005 and 
BSGE’s is a little more than 50%. How-
ever, Ms. Dikes said, “if we stay where we 

are I’d be totally happy.” She explained 
that our rate was lower because the typical 
IB school only lets the top students sit for 
the exams. But at BSGE every student, 
regardless of how well teachers feel they 
will do, get the chance to try. “Some kids 
we thought would get it didn’t and some 
we thought wouldn’t did,” admitted Ms. 
Dikes. She pointed out that the process of 
following the IB curriculum and learning 
the material is beneficial and taking that 
away from students just because they may 
not get the diploma would be unjust. 
 In the 2008 US News report 
on the country’s top  IB schools BSGE 
ranked 20th with 15.4% of the enrolled 
12th graders receiving an IB diploma. Out 
of the total class of 2009, including non-
IB-candidate students, about 35% got the 
diploma and this puts BSGE well towards 
the top of the list. 
  The class of 2009 set 
another BSGE record with a remarkable 
100% graduation rate. According to the 
DOE, the graduation rate for New York 
City as a whole was 60.7% last year. 

Class of 2009 gets 
more ib Diplomas 
than ever before

Jolijt Tamanaha ‘11

 Hello and greetings from Boston 
College. It’s starting to get chilly up here in 
Massachusetts, so I find myself invigorated 
into talking about my experiences at college. 
For all those seniors dreading the end of the 
college application process and all those 
juniors who are dreading the beginning, let 
me assure you all of something very impor-
tant: there is a light at the end of the tunnel. 
Just two months ago I was terrified of com-
ing here and to be faced with having to have 
to meet new people and adapt to an entirely 
new way of life. But don’t deduce that col-
lege is in any way overwhelming, because 
for those of you are preparing yourselves 
now, the transition will be a piece of cake. 
 But I feel I need to say that for me 
college got off to a rather bumpy start. I ar-
rived here on September 1st, after a leisure-
ly yet panic-filled four hour drive from New 
York. And when I got here my roommate, 
Zach, had already formed a tight circle of 
friends, many of whom he’d known from 
high school and even a few he’d just met. 
So I tried to do the same, but it didn’t go as 
well for me. After several weeks, though, I 
am happy to say I have a significant circle 
of friends that comprises not only of Zach, 
but also plenty of people from my classes 
and extracurricular activities.
 Yes, I did say extracurricular ac-
tivities. For all those feeling restrained by 
the limited opportunities that you can gain 
in BSGE, do not despair, as the world opens 
up once you are in college. And for those of 
you already taking advantage of the many 
organizations at BSGE, know that it doesn’t 
end there. I may be in neither Senior Coun-

cil nor Mouse Squad anymore but I have 
found plenty of interesting outlets. Get this: 
at Boston College there is an Investments 
Club that has more than fifty thousand dol-
lars invested in stocks. That is an exciting 
way to spend Monday evenings. And it just 
keeps going. There are approximately sev-
enty student-run organizations here, and 
that’s small comparable to other colleges. 
So college has endless possibilities, a pros-
pect that all the Juniors and Seniors should 
look forward to.
 But don’t get me wrong, it is still 
plenty of work. Between my five classes, 
even this early in the semester, I have al-
ready had three midterms and work equiva-
lent to the peak workload you will ever have 
at BSGE. So it’s no walk in the park. For all 
those looking forward to college, heed this 
advice: by actually doing your work while 
at BSGE and fulfilling the seemingly over-
flowing requirements that IB sets for you 
in both in the Middle Years Program and 
Diploma Program, you are amply prepar-
ing yourselves for the work you have yet to 
face. And I want to extend that to the fresh 
faces in the 7th grade. You may not know 
me, but know this: work has its benefits. 
So, wrapping this up, I must say that I miss 
BSGE and all the people that comprise its 
great community but I am having a great 
time here at Boston College. So I just want 
to say (partially for the benefit of Jennifer 
for hopefully you will read this), good night 
and good luck.

-Adam Popper, Boston College Class of 
2013

Word From the Real 
World: Adam Popper
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1. What kind of student 
were you in high school?
In China, there are three 
criteria students are graded 
on sports, academics, and 
behavior. I was a very good 
student, but I liked sports, 
mostly volleyball, track and 
field, and ping-pong. But I 
was also good at singing, 
which I did in chorus.

2. Did your friends play 
sports too?
My friends were all nerds, 
they paid attention to aca-
demics only. 

3. Did you enjoy school?
At the time, the idea of not 
liking school did not even 
exist. Being a student was 
our job. There was no sec-
ond thinking. You just have 
to do what you have to do. 
This whole concept of ‘I 
hate school’ is new to me.  
In China, you had to do 
well.  Well, not everyone 
did well, but they tried.

4. Is this what made you 

want to become a teach-
er?
In third grade, I knew I 
wanted to teach. I admired 
my math teacher, the way 
she explained fractions and 
her excellent timing. I’ll 
never forget it. It was like 
a piece of art, beautiful art. 
My math teacher taught 
fractions before there was 
even pizza. But we could 
still see the fractions.  And 
she always finished the les-
son right when class ended.

5. Do you try to think of 
her when you’re teach-
ing?
Yes, she is a great influence 
even on my own teaching. I 
try to get to that point.
 
6. Did you have second 
thoughts?
I never changed my idea for 
one second; teaching is my 
passion. If I had a chance to 
do it again, I would still do 
this. 

7. How long have you 
been teaching?
I started teaching in China 

after the Cul-
tural Revolution. 
I was the first 
graduating high 
school class in 
China. My teach-
ers nominated 
me to remain in 
the school and 
teach. I was just 
a teenager and 
teaching English as a sec-
ond language to the seventh 
grade.

8. Were you happy doing 
this?
I liked teaching, but Chi-
nese was really my passion. 
I taught it after school at the 
China Institute. But I first 
started teaching Chinese 
full time at BSGE. I grew 
up with BSGE.

9. Was there anything un-
expected? Did it work out 
as you imagined?
Bill hired me to teach Chi-
nese. I remember, he said, 
“I know nothing about Chi-
na, do everything to bring 
the language and culture to 
BSGE.” It turned out well; 
students learned music, his-
tory, movies, philosophy, 
art and a lot more.

10. Have students differed 
from year to year since 
then?
Each grade has different 
kind of students. It’s like 
kids in a family; each grade 
has its own personality and 
academic levels.

11. What about the stu-
dents you’ve had since the 
eighth grade? Have they 
changed?
They have definitely 
changed. Not just physi-
cally, but academically, 
maturity wise,  and are 
more interested in class. 
It’s amazing to me that they 
can stay interested for six 
years. 

12. Do you have an age 
you prefer to teach?
I like teaching all of them. I 
can have more discussions 
with older grades, and have 
fun with the younger grades. 
They appreciate the culture 
and experience more as 
they get older though.

13. What is your favorite 
kind of student?
Students who work hard 
and are willing to learn, 
that’s my favorite. 

14. Are class clowns amus-
ing or just bothersome?
Usually they are not bother-
some to me, I think we need 
different kinds of students. 
But when they affect what I 
do, I deal with it. When you 
are in school you have to 
control your personality.

15. When do you see the 
biggest improvement or 
changes in students?
There are usually the big-
gest improvements from 
the ninth to tenth grade. 
Students become more 
mature and goal-oriented. 
They start thinking of the 
IB diploma. From there it 
just goes up and up.

16. Do you find yourself 
having to act or teach 
differently towards some 
students?
I have to use different ap-
proaches to deal with dif-
ferent groups. But BSGE 
students are really just ex-
cellent.

Teacher of the 
month: Ms. Lily Shen

Ms. Lily Shen teaches Chinese.
Photo Credit: Jolijt Tamanaha

Jessie Heller ‘11

“You just have 
to do what 
you have to 

do. This whole 
concept of ‘I 

hate school’ is 
new to me.”

“There is no party 
without Ms. Shen...” 
- Ms. Shen to her 
class about her abil-
ity to have fun.

 The flu virus 
H1N1, which is more com-
monly known as “swine 
flu” emerged earlier this 
year, causing panic all over 
the world. It was first de-
tected in the United States 
in April of this year. It is 
called swine flu because it 
was originally thought that 
the virus is similar to a vi-
rus found in pigs. 
While some have 
died from swine 
flu, fatalities 
aren’t so com-
mon. The symp-
toms of swine flu 
are similar to the 
symptoms of the 
regular flu. They 
include cough-
ing, sore throat, 
r u n n y / s t u f f y 
nose, fatigue, and 
so on. However, 
scientists fear that 
swine flu will be 
making a comeback, and it 
will be even more danger-
ous than before.
              Scientists have 
created some vaccinations 
that are becoming available 
to the public. There are 
two types of vaccinations: 
a traditional one, given 
with a needle, and a nasal 
spray. The vaccines have 
been on the news because 
some people say they are 
unsafe for certain groups of 
people. These vaccinations 
might be unsafe for some 
because the nasal spray 
contains the weakened vi-
rus, but it is not necessarily 
unsafe otherwise. The Cen-
ter for Disease Control rec-
ommends that most people 
get the vaccination. They 
say this because swine 
flu will make a comeback 
soon, and it is supposed to 
be even more deadly than 
the first round.
            People have been 
panicking ever since swine 
flu emerged this spring. 
They have been making 
such a big deal out of this 
new virus. Part of the rea-
son is that it is a new strain 
of flu that they have never 
seen before. People are usu-
ally very cautious when in-
troduced to a new sickness 
that they have no idea will 
affect 
them. 
S o m e 
people 
w e r e 
g e t -
t i n g 
swine 
f l u , 
a n d 
people 
b e -
c a m e 
e v e n 

more cautious. It just 
added to the hype when 
schools closed and people 
were constantly reminded 
to wash their hands. When 
they were constantly being 
reminded of the potential 
risks of this flu, they would 
become more and more 
worried.
            Still, they had some 
reason to worry. Swine flu 

is different from regular flu 
because it spreads much 
more quickly.  That means 
that more people could get 
sick in a short period of 
time.  Even though regular 
seasonal flu is more dan-
gerous than 2009 swine flu, 
it doesn’t spread as quickly. 
Swine flu has the potential 
to kill many people because 
if a new strain develops, it 
could be extremely deadly. 
That new dangerous strain 
could spread quickly, in-
fecting many people like 
a real pandemic. If it ever 
becomes this, we would 
definitely have something 
to worry about.
            For now, people are 
preparing for a second out-
break of swine flu during 
this year’s flu season. While 
this might not become a 
pandemic, there could be 
more deaths from swine flu 
now. Combined with sea-
sonal flu, the illness could 
become more severe. More 
people might become more 
severe. More people might 
become infected and hos-
pitalized. People all over 
the country are worried 
about what swine flu will 
become. They are worry-
ing once more, and making 
sure to take steps to protect 
themselves from infection.

The Return 
of the 
Swine Flu

Ways to Fight 
Swine Flu:
1. Get the vaccine from your doctor 
(nasal spray or needle).
2. Wash your hands (of course).
3. Don’t hang out with sick people.
4. Always look for news about an-
nouncements about school closings 
and other notices(even thought it 
would probably get you more worried 
than necessary.) 
5. Don’t get too stressed about swine 
flu. You can protect yourself from it 
just like any other seasonal flu.     

Erin Camia ‘14
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bsge student was ‘Made’ 
over the summer
   The description 
of BSGE senior Manny’ 
Moreno’s MTV episode 
goes: “anime aficionado 
Manny Moreno lives in 
a city full of women but 
has never managed to get 
a date. Sick and tired of 
the friend zone, Manny’s 
ready to ditch his nerdy 
image and get his first 
kiss by being MADE into 
a ladies man.” Although 
many say the most impor-
tant thing in life is to be 
true to yourself, ‘Made,’ 
the MTV television show, 
could not disagree more.  
The premise of the show 
is for an individual to be 
‘made’ into something 
else, usually the polar op-
posite of his or herself. 
The following is our in-
terview with the “new and 
improved” Manny:

What made you sign up 
for Made?
“I actually had never 
heard of it at the time, I 
was just approached.”
Where?
“A comic book con-
vention,” he confessed, 
laughing.

Did you think it would 
actually happen?
“No, I really didn’t. The 
show had never even been 

in New York 
City.”

What was 
your reac-
tion upon 
hearing the 
new?
“I was sur-
prised, I im-
m e d i a t e l y 
called my 
friends and 
was like, 
‘I’m going to 
be on TV!’”

What were 
your friends’ 
react ions? 
Your fami-
ly’s?
“My friends 
mostly were 
just like, ‘Oh 
my god, that’s 
so great!’ 
They thought 
I would be 
made into a 
body build-
er, so they 
thought it was 
hilarious. But they got less 
excited about it while it 
was filming because I had 
to ditch some of them.”

How much of it was 
real?
“Well, the camera guy 
would sometimes stop 

us so that he could film a 
scene from another angle. 
But everything, at least on 
my part, is real. I didn’t 
know anything ahead of 
time.”

What was the most em-
barrassing part of it for 
you?

“When I found out about 
my first assignment while 
I was in the comic store, I 
laughed so hard that snot 
came out of my mouth and 
I had to quickly breath it 
back in. Oh, and when I 
was in Times Square for 
an assignment, some of 
the women I met were 
Playboy models, I turned 
so red.

How about the kiss, 
what was it like having 
it on TV? Was it your 
first?
“Well it was a little strange 
because we had to do it 
several times for the cam-
era guy, but I didn’t really 
mind. But yeah, it was, it 
felt nice, it gave me a tin-
gly feeling.

Have you received any 
recognition?
“Yeah, a lot of people 
from the school have 
come up to me, and I’ve 
gotten crazy amounts of 
friend requests on face-
book, like, I haven’t even 
gotten through all of them 
yet. “
(And just a few days 
ago, a seventh grader ap-
proached him, frantically 
asking if he had been on 
Made and seeming even 
more astonished that the 
answer was ‘yes.’)

Have you stayed in con-
tact with anyone from 
the show?
“I went on a few more 
dates with the final girl I 
had picked on the show, 

but then we stopped talk-
ing. There were some is-
sues.” 

What were your thoughts 
with seeing yourself on 
TV?
“I couldn’t watch, like 
I didn’t even want to 
see myself. My dad just 
laughed the whole time. “

Overall, are you happy 
with the experience? 
Any regrets?
“Yes, I’m happy with ev-
erything that happened. 
But I guess I do regret cry-
ing on TV. They warned 
me before too, like’ if you 
cry, we’re not going to cut 
it out,’ so I told myself not 
to.”

Do you think it has 
changed you? Have any 
of these changes lasted?

“Um, I guess I would say 
it has.”
“His hugs are less awk-
ward now,” Christina 
Rukki, 12th grade, adds. 

 And it does seem 
to have worked. On a 
MTV.com comment board 
“szgg07” writes, “you are 
really handsome or cute.” 
Another fan writes, “Man-

ny I saw your made show 
and what I can tell you is 
that if you keep treating 
the women that you’re 
friends with a lot of love 
and respect, eventually 
they,ll think of you more 
than just a friend.”

Jessie Heller ‘11

“...when I was in 
Times Square for 

an assignment, 
some of the wom-

en I met were 
Playboy models, 
I turned so red.”

A screen shot of Manny Moreno during an interview on the MTV show “MADE”. 
Photo credit to MTV.

Manny’s “MADE” coach. 
Photo credit to MTV.

To watch Man-
ny’s episode 
check MTV 

for upcoming 
shows titled 
“Ladies Man.”
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7th Graders, Show Us Your Sting!

Sting is our mascot, by 
the way, he’s a bee, an IB 
that is (hehe, get it?). The 

term “Sting” is used in many 
ways, it is after all, what bees 

do. It’s also our mascot’s 
name and our school teams 

all have variations of Sting in 
their names. The Bacc Rag’s 
motto is “BSGE’s Official 
Buzz” and we like to full 

out embrace all bees that fly 
through our windows. 

Steven Alvarez
    Hey welcome the BSGE, this school as you 
know is one the best schools in this nation. In 
here you will be expected to do things where 
in your old school sounded crazy. In the begin-
ning of the year it would seem easy but by the 
middle of the year it will get a lot harder. The 
only advice I have for you is to just adapt and 
don’t leave any projects for the last minute. 
Things you think would be easy like essays and 
projects actually take a while so you can get a 
decent grade. You have to take the extra step 
in order to get a really good grade and that’s 
what your teachers will expect from you. Just 
always do your homework and you should be 
alright here.

    Welcome to BSGE, you are this years new seventh grad-
ers and if you feel like you have too much time on your 
hands after school, BSGE offers several after school ac-
tivities. Most of the sport teams are only offered when you 
are in high school with the exceptions of basketball and 
possibly baseball. Here are some of the things you can do 
after school during your spare time.

Band: Just like the name says, band is a after school activ-
ity where you practice and eventually perform in differ-
ent locations as a part of community and service. You will 
also perform in concerts so the music teacher Ms. Nikko-
los will help you get started if you want to join. She also 
wants students who can play certain instruments like the 
piano, violin and other instruments.

Mouse Squad: This after school activity deals with com-
puter technical problems around the school. In this club 
you learn about problems that could occur when using a 
computer and how to fix it. When you join Mouse squad 
you will be keeping maintenance on the computers and 
laptops around the school. In order to join mouse squad 
you must talk to Melissa Hinson for admission informa-
tion.

Spirit Squad:  It’s not cheer leading. It’s building char-
acter. This after school club encourages school spirit and 
helps raising money for our school. This squad was cre-
ated for the purpose of raise money for the school since we 
lack in size. The spirit squad holds bake sales every now 
and then and they support our school teams in games and 
events. This club also helps you build character which in 
they think is important for anyone in high school since peer 
pressure becomes a factor. The spirit squad holds meetings 
for admissions so look out for posters or announcements 
during the day.

The Bacc Rag: Alright as you all know, the Bacc Rag is 
the newspaper in this school and the one you are currently 
reading. We take certain events from school or society and 
distribute the information about it in our newspaper. If you 
want to join the Bacc Rag our first meeting for new people 
will be Wednesday at 3:30 to 4:30 at room 304.

There are several more clubs and activities, such as Yoga 
which you would be able to get more info about if you 
talk with Kendra. If you are interested in any of these after 
school activities just talk with the teachers that advise the 
club, the students that are head of the club or wait until 
their next meeting and show up.

Clubs And Activities 
At BSGE Steven Alvarez ‘14

Neha Mehta
 First off…hi! Welcome to BSGE!! 
These past couple of weeks must have been 
very over-whelming; It can be hard meeting 
new people in a new school environment which 
your stuck with for a whole year.  These weeks 
in school will be odd with the new class and 
teachers but don’t run away from then. Get to 
know them.  It’s really important to establish a 
good relation with the people in your surround-
ings.  You’ll fit in and it has its benefits like 
comfortable and having a good start to the rest 
of the year.  Take it from a previous 7th grad-
er, be open to your peers.  You will find some 
of your best friends and teachers/role models 
here!

Advice From Last Year’s Seventh 
Graders 

1. Say please and thank you to the lunch ladies.
2. Waffles are for eating.
3. Always wear socks to dance class.
4. ALWAYS have a big supply of post-its.
5. DO NOT pass notes because you will almost 
always end up being embarrassed by your 
teachers.
6. DO NOT get teachers’ bad side otherwise 
they will accuse you of talking while they are 
all year long.
7. Always have a good book to read in Advi-
sory. **Do not trash them**
8. Use your lockers effectively.
9. Get as many extra credit points as possible.  
10. Be nice to us 8th graders…otherwise we 
will make your first year a living hell.

10 Tips for 
New-Bees 

1. Be aware of the dog 
poop when walking to the 
train.  You might step in it. 
2. Do not do HW on the 
train or bus because it ends 
up being really messy. 
3. Do not play in the snow 
without putting away your 
metro card because you 
will lose it.

4. Never talk to the psy-
chos on the train or bus. 
5. Travel in big groups.  
Being alone isn’t the best 
idea!

Transportation 
Tips

6. This 
is not a 
breakfast 
buffet 
-->

 If you get yourself 
organized at the beginning 
of the year, then it will be 
very easy to stay organized. 
The first thing you need to 
do is make sure that you 
have all the notebooks and 
binders you need. Keep the 
papers from a subject in a 
binder with other papers 
from that subject. This will 
help you when you need to 
study for a test, or when a 
teacher gives you a binder 
quiz.  Also if anything, have 
a folder that you can keep 
papers from a certain sub-
ject or a certain day from.  
This will help organize 
what handouts you get that 
will be needed later on.  

      You also need to learn 
some time-management. 
This will be very important 
when you need to complete 
a few different assignments 
in the same week. Start a 
project right away and do 
your homework the day it is 
assigned. Don’t do home-
work the day before or the 
day it is due. This will only 
lead to trouble in the long 
run.  Another very impor-
tant tip to staying organized 
is to use your planner.  Write 
in test dates, due dates for 
projects, vacations and any 
other essential events that 
will occur in you life.  By 
doing this you can contrib-
ute to time management.  
You can schedule study 
time and project time.  

Neha Mehta and 
Erin Camia ‘14

The Importance of 
staying organized

• Arrow Park (on 35th street) 
– A community-based park 
where anybody can sign up, 
play sports and access com-
puters.
• Kaufman Studio Theater (on 
38th street) – A movie theater 
filled with the newest movies.
• Restaurants like Panera 
(38th street), Starbucks 
(35th avenue), Subway, etc 
– Restaurants where you can 
eat delicious food where you 
can eat delicious food while 
hanging out.
• “The Corner” – The corner 
of the 34th Street Deli is 
where you’ll find a mob of 
people talking and hanging 
out after school.
• BSGE’s cafeteria

places to 
Hang out

Italian Deli & 
Catering (31st 
Street)

The Pros and Cons Of 
Our Many Delis

Deli 36 Gro-
cery (36th 
Avenue)

34th Street Deli
(34th street)

Fana Deli Gro-
cery (37th Ave)

 In our school, the 
Baccalaureate School for 
Global Education, our grad-
ing system is not 0 to 4. It 
is also not A+ through F. 
Our grading scale is quite 
unique, and can be a bit con-
fusing at times. Our scale is 
from 1 to 7, 7 being “excel-
lent”, 6 being “very good”, 
5 being “good”, 4 being 
“satisfactory”, 3 being “ 
mediocre”, 2 being “poor”, 
and last but not least 1 being 
“no course credit”. BSGE 
gives you separate grades 
for an overall performance, 
work, and behavior. This 
school does not single you 
out as a student and makes 
sure you know exactly what 
you need to do to improve 
for the upcoming report 
card or progress report. 
 A progress report 
card just like the name says 
is based on your perfor-

mance to let you know up 
to that point how you are 
doing. This may also give 
you an opportunity to let 
you improve in one or more 
of the subjects. You will get 
these several times a year. 
This is like a miniature re-
port card but they’re still 
important. A report card is 
a semester report which you 
get at the end of January and 
June, end of the two semes-
ters. This report card is very 
important and should play 
a big role in how you think 
you should act throughout 
the year.
 Trying to improve 
your grade by attending 6th 
period, which is also called 
Small Group Instruction 
program (or after school) or 
asking your teacher for guid-
ance is not humiliating, or 
hard. All teachers are will-
ing to help you but you just 
have to ask. So welcome to 
BSGE and get ready for our 
crazy grading system and a 
fun year!

Our crazy grades
Samantha Cal-
po and Angie 
Valladares ‘14
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 Health Care is the major issue of our time.  
During the antebellum period the great prob-
lem was slavery.  During the sixties it was 
human rights and foreign policy.  Each gen-
eration has its calling, and though we should 
never stop pushing forward on all fronts we 
must recognize that health care is our call-

ing.  For a hundred years presidents have been calling for Health Care reform, and in 
the sixties we created Medicare to secure health care for our seniors.  Later on we cre-
ated Medicaid for the poorest segment of our country, but today millions of people still 
struggle to find affordable health insurance.  If you are not a millionaire or living in abject 
poverty, health care is probably a struggle for you.  Of course the degree to which this 
struggle affects your life depends on what coverage you have, on whether you are self-
employed or not, and on many other circumstances, one of which is pre-existing condi-
tions.
 As of now, health insurance companies such as Aetna, or Anthem, or United-
HealthOne, all have the ability to turn you down and not give you coverage if you have 
a pre-existing condition.  This is the way that insurance companies make a profit.  They 
cover healthy people who pay every month and they won’t cover sick people because sick 
people will cost more money to insure.  I believe that we can all (regardless of whether 
we are republicans or democrats, liberals or conservatives) agree that this is horrible.  
Sick people with cancer, or diabetes or heart disease are the individuals that need health 
insurance the most.  Some companies will insure sick people, but their fees for doing so 
are astronomical.  This is all tied in to the health insurance’s motivation, which is not the 
well-being of the people they insure, but their company’s profit margin.  According to a 
report by Julie Chinitz and Sam Blair, Northwest Federation of Community Organizations 
and the Washington Community Action Network health insurance companies had a total 
profit of over two billion dollars in 2002 and that nearly doubled by 2006.  With compa-
nies doing so well you wouldn’t think that there was any reason for our deductibles and 
premiums to be so high, or for people to go without health insurance.  But the executives 
at the companies have a reason.  It’s only because they operate on an unethical playing 
field by denying coverage to the sick and increasing prices constantly, that they have been 
able to stuff their pockets in 
the first place.
 While many of us 
are struggling to keep our 
health insurance, there are 
huge amounts of money that 
are unaccounted for both 
within the private sector and 
in government programs 
such as Medicare and Medic-
aid.  The fact that whenever 
you switch doctors or go to 
a hospital you have to take 
numerous tests you have al-
ready had because of sloppy 
record keeping, and the way 
that people are shuttled from 
one hospital to another de-
pending on what their health insurance allows them accounts for a lot of money.  But it 
is still unclear where a lot of this money that the taxpayers are spending is going.  I have 
a few ideas and other people are sniffing out trails, which tend to end in a CEO’s pocket.  
There is little question that there is waste and abuse throughout the system.  Luckily, we 
have a president now who seems to be determined to do something about it.
 Earlier in the month President Obama gave a stirring speech on the subject of 
health care and health insurance, addressing many concerns that people have been debat-
ing over ever since he became president nearly a year ago.  In his speech he distinguished 
between significant concerns and ridiculous absurdities and scare tactics used to scare 
the public, like massive killings of elderly people.  That is so ridiculous and absurd that 
it doesn’t merit a response beyond saying that it is absolutely false.   What the President 
is really pushing forward is a public option.  What that means is basically the following; 
Right now everybody who has health insurance buys it through a private company.  A 
public option would mean that people would have the opportunity to buy health insurance 
through the government.  This is what most first-world countries now have.  It is called 
universal healthcare.  The current bill being presented allows you to keep your coverage 
if you like it or switch if don’t.  In many first-world countries there is no such thing as 
health insurance.  You simply pay more in taxes and the government covers everybody.  
No one ever receives a medical bill.  That is called a single payer plan and to many peo-
ple, myself included, it sounds absolutely wonderful.  Imagine how much faster people 
could be treated if two hours weren’t spent filling out health insurance forms before you 
could see doctors and be treated.  Poor people and rich people alike would all get the 
same quality care, and it would save us all so much money in the end.  This is because the 
government would run non-for profit health care, where the goal isn’t to satisfy company 
shareholders, but actually to provide quality coverage.  
 Although a single payer plan is not on the table yet, you have to start somewhere 
and the public option right now would be a huge improvement by itself.  There are still 
people worried about a hostile government takeover, which is ridiculous because every 
other first world country has much less expensive healthcare where everyone is covered, 
and no one is complaining.  They still operate under a capitalist economy, but they realize 
that some things should not be for profit, like healthcare. 
 America is the richest nation in the world and there is no reason that 10% of our 
population should go without healthcare, while another 75% of the population struggles 
to keep theirs insurance with their deductibles growing at preposterously high rates.  We 
have a moral obligation to provide medical care for everyone, and if those people who 
are trying to kill this reform would just look at the facts, that universal healthcare would 
be cheaper and more efficient for all of us, we could all sleep a lot sounder knowing that 
we won’t go bankrupt because we get sick.    

On the World
Nathan 
Nikolic ‘11

The Health 
Care De-
bate.

A BACC Rag Monthly Column

When Can you 
Get a License?
 In NYC, one has to be 16 years old to get a driv-
ing learner permit by passing a written test.  This permit 
allows one to practice driving with certain limitations 
such as that one has to drive with an adult older than 21 
who has a valid license. 
 At the age of 17, one is eligible for a junior 
license, which involves passing a road test and taking a 
certain amount of driving lessons. There are also many 
elaborate restrictions to when one can drive and with 
whom. To receive information about certified Driver’s 
Education courses, contact the DMV. 
 One can attain a full license at the age of 18, 
without any limitations.

1. Always remember to 
wear your seat belt. As 
overused as a statement it 
is, it still is very important 
to wear your seat belt in 
case you get into an ac-
cident.
2. Keep your eyes on the 
road. 
3. Pay attention to speed 
limits. Going too fast or 
too slow can get you a 
ticket or get you into an 
accident. 
4. Check all of your 
mirrors before you start 
driving. 
5. Signal when you switch 
lanes. Accidents can be 
avoided this way. 
6. Obey all signs including 
stop signs, traffic signs, 
yield signs, as well as traf-
fic lights.
7. Always observe what is 
going on with the traffic 
around you.
8. Avoid any types of 
distractions including the 
people in the car with you.
9. Don’t blast music so 
loud that you can’t hear 
any siren or horn.
10.  As tempting as it is, 
don’t text or talk on your 
cell phone while you are 
driving. 

Driving 
Rules

You want to back out of your driveway. You see children 
playing nearby. Before you start to move your car you 
should:
a. Race your motor to warn the children that you are 
moving
b. Sound your horn so the children will hear you.
c. Walk to the back of the car to be sure the way is clear.
d. Tell the children to stay away from the driveway
Correct Answer: Choice C

What does alcohol do to your driving skills and judg-
ment?
a. It helps driving skills but harms your judgment.
b. It harms both driving skills and judgment.
c. It has no effect on either driving skills or judgment.
d.  It has no effect on judgment but it harms driving 
skills.
Correct Answer: Choice B

Sample Questions 
from DMV Permit 
test

Reckless 
Driving 
Kills
The NHTSA reported the 
following statistics:
- In 2001 there were 7,598 
fatal car crashes involving 
drivers from 16-20. 
- Car crashes are the #1 
killer of American teenag-
ers.
- 31% of teenagers killed 
while driving in 2006 were 
intoxicated,
- 68,0000 teenagers have 
died in car crashes over the 
past 12 years.
- The more teenage passen-
gers in the car the higher 
likely hood of a crash. 
- Males account for 2 out 
of 3 teenagers killed in a 
car crash. 
So, never get in a car with 
a person you don’t trust 
with your life.

Where to take 
classes in Queens
Forest Hills
Autocraft Driving 
School, Inc.
118-20 Queens Blvd. 
(718) 575-1770
www.autocraftdriving-
school.com

Sunnyside
A-Club Driving 
School
4343 43rd Street 
(718) 785-7343
www.aclubdriving.
com

Flushing
Giant Driving School
3624 Union St 
(718) 460-1100
Richmond Hill
Ena’s Driving School 
Inc.
107-21 Jamaica Av-
enue
(718) 847-2222
www.enasdriving-
school.com

Bayside
Dream Driving
41-25 Bell Blvd. Fl 3 
(718) 281-4698
www.dreamdriving-
school.com

Astoria
European Auto Driv-
ing School
2308 Steinway Street
(718) 932 0680
www.abcdriving-
school.comDrive Safe!



 This year’s was 
no doubt one of the most 
talked about MTV Video 
Music Awards. It was full 
of unintended surprises and 
a series of “unique” Lady 
GaGa outfits. The awards 
began with a ten-minute 
Michael Jackson tribute. 
Madonna gave an impres-
sive speech on his life, and 
the tribute continued with 
an opening of the famous 
“Thriller” as well as with 
numerous dance numbers 
of other famous Jackson 

songs like Bad and Bil-
lie Jean. Closing the cer-
emony Janet mimicked her 
beloved brother’s dance to 
“Scream;” a duet between 
brother and sister. Honest-
ly, I thought the tribute was 
phenomenal. Surprisingly 
enough, due to all of the 
excitement that took place 
after it, I had to keep on 
reminding myself that this 
performance took place. 
 One of the most 
jaw-dropping moments 
that will forever stay in 

my memory is the “Kanye 
thinking he’s God and 
therefore can steal away an 
innocent girl’s spotlight be-
cause HE thinks the award 
should’ve gone to the not 
so single anymore lady, Be-
yonce” disaster. As I must 
keep the profanity out of 
this column, it’s been hard 
for me to describe my feel-
ings and thoughts on this 
talented yet HEARTLESS 
rapper. However, I have 
been able to formulate all 
my hatred for him and still 

keep the writing 
PG! I just have one 
question for this 
guy...WHAT ARE 
YOU ON?! Really, 
that must honestly 
be one of the most 
rude, arrogant, 
disrespectful, self-
ish act of jealousy 
I have ever seen! 
Yes, I said Jealous! 
Even though West 
was nominated in 
four categories, he 
needed the atten-
tion on himself at 
all times! I don’t 
even think there’s 
room for debate on 
how full of himself 
the young musi-
cian is. He has 
been quoted refer-
ring to himself as 
“God.” Need I say 
more? It seems to 
me that this hu-
man being, whom 
is most certainly 

not my God, needs honest 
help. His larger than life 
ego leaves room for praise 
only from himself.
 The beautiful and 
kind Taylor Swift, who won 
the award for “Best Female 
Video,” was left speechless 
on stage with her mouth 
wide open in shock. Al-
though she left with her 
feelings hurt and tears in 
her eyes, I must say it was 
quite amusing to see Kanye 
booed off stage. Once 
wasn’t enough, however, 

as his lip-syncing scandal 
also had fans booing him 
off stage. Five minutes lat-
er…Hello, YouTube! Now, 
former fans can watch that 
fool over and over again 
from the comfort of their 
computer chairs, and pity 
his soon to be dead career. 
The following day a partic-
ular trending topic on Twit-
ter caught my eye... “@
KanyeWest YO PATRICK 
SWAYZE I KNOE U JUST 
DIED & ALL &IMMA 
LET U FINISH. BUT MI-
CHAEL JACKSON’S 
DEATH WAS THE BEST 
ONE THIS YEAR!” Hey, 
Kanye? If you’re reading 
this, perhaps you should 
use your Godly powers 
to get yourself out of this 
mess?
 The rest of the 
VMA’s were all about Lady 
Gaga and her, for lack of a 
better word, original out-
fits. Arriving to the event 
with Kermit the Frog and 
wearing a neck brace-look-
ing contraption, there was 
just as much talk about her 
as there was about Kanye & 
Taylor. Her performance of 
“Paparazzi” ended with her 
hanging herself by her wrist 
from the ceiling, covered in 
fake blood. As much as I 
don’t agree with her actions 
most of the time, her mu-
sic is catchy and I can look 
over these “minor” flaws. 
She changed her outfit more 
times than I can remember. 
While walking on stage to 

accept her award for “Love 
Games,” I noticed her face-
covering outfit. I cant say 
it was the smartest thing to 
wear but at least she didn’t 
trip and fall! Props to you, 
Gaga. Lastly, I remember 
the show closing with a 
nest perched on top of the 
blonde singers face. I can’t 
really give props on that 
one. There is only so much 
of Gaga and her outfits I 
can take in a day.
 One person I 
wished they‘d shown more 
of was the host, Russel 
Brand. Last year’s purity 
ring cracks on the Jonas 
Brothers were hilarious, 
and his accent is quite 
amusing. So witty, those 
Brits are! Another enter-
taining act was Muse. This 
band, featured on the Twi-
light soundtrack, rocked the 
stage but I was also hoping 
for Cobra Starship to drop a 
surprise performance. Good 
Girls Go Bad featuring 
the Gossip Girl queen bee, 
Leighton Meister, was all 
over the radio this summer 
and the Pete Wentz/Gabriel 
Saporta teaser on stage was 
simply not satisfying. 
 In a nutshell, this 
years VMA’s triumphed 
over all the rest. I don’t 
think anyone is going to 
be able to top the acts that 
went down this year. Oh. 
And I have a feeling a cer-
tain somebody isn’t getting 
that shiny invite next year.
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