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BSGE Site Gets Hit Up
The week preceding the release of the US News Best 
High School Rankings, BSGE’s website averaged around 
250 hits a day. On May 8th, the day the US News rank-
ings came out, BSGE’s site had 2,844 hits. 

Art Department’s Visiting 
Artists Program 5/4, 5/31
Yoichiro Yoda, a local New York City Artist, visited BSGE 
to work with Art students on May 4th.  32 students were 
in attendance at the after school event.  The workshop 
was the first in the Art Department’s Visiting Workshop 
Series.  A second workshop is scheduled for May 31st at 
2:15 in the Art Room. Ms. McCabe expects this series to 
continue next year.

Middle School 
Basketball Practice
Mr. Anderson has been holding basketball practice in 
the cafeteria after school to begin developing talent for 
the high school basketball team.

IB Exams in May
IB exams took place throughout the month of May from 
May 2-22.   BSGE students participated in 19 different 
testing sessions over those days. Twelve graders every 
year take exams ranging from topics of Standard Level 
Math and Biology to History, Foreign Language, and Eng-
lish. The eleventh graders take a science exam of either 
Biology or Chemistry. Now although the test load seems 
far less in the eleventh grade year, events such as the 
SAT and regents still clutter the eleventh grade agendas.  
Most of the exams will be administered at the Queens 
Integrated Service Center, which serves as a space for 
New York city schools, and will also be administered in 
the BSGE conference room and library. All in all the IB 
exams are a serious matter, so be quiet and courteous 
when passing an examination room; these exams play a 
decisive role in deciding the fate of the BSGE juniors and 
seniors in their college days to come.

Geography Bee 5/30
Mr. Lakhaney and Ms. Jennifer Dikes are hosting BSGE’s 
first ever Team Geography Bee on Wednesday, May 
30th at 3:30 in the Cafeteria.  Students can participate 
by forming a team of up to three students.  Prizes will 
be awarded for the winners.  Any BSGE students can 
participate.  

 

 BSGE has once 
again ranked high on US 
News and World Report’s 
list of the nation’s best high 
schools, and this year the 
school has been named 
the 21st best high school 
in the country. BSGE is 
also the top school in New 
York State according to the 
report. On May 8, teach-
ers and students alike 
walked into school and 
immediately began con-
versations about the news. 
People walking into school 
that morning were even 
more excited to see a NY1 
reporter outside and inter-
viewing members of the 
BSGE community. Everyone 
at BSGE was proud to learn 
that their school had ac-
complished this.  
The US News and World 
Report ranks schools on a 
number of factors, in-

cluding test performance 
and how well the school 
prepares students for col-
lege. There are a number 
of steps that the report goes 
through to judge the high 
schools. The first two steps 
measure how well the stu-
dents perform on tests, and 
if  minority students, who 
statistically perform more 
poorly, are faring better in 
those schools. According 
to US News and World Re-
port’s description of their 
methodology, “For those 
schools that made it past 
the first two steps, a third 
step assessed the degree 
to which schools prepare 
students for college-level 
work.” BSGE did well on 
this factor because the IB 
Diploma Program prepared 
students very well for the 
work they would face once 
they graduated.
 The news that 
BSGE was the top school 

in the state spread very 
quickly, and a number of 
different New York City 
news media companies 
were very interested. Ms. 
Johnson was busy being 
interviewed as soon as the 
news was released. She 
was extremely proud of 
the students and staff, but 
admitted that the work 
was never done. She said, 
“The ranking rejuvenates 
people’s efforts by remind-
ing them why we all work 
hard, but we can’t celebrate 
for too long.” BSGE is 
unique because every stu-
dent has the opportunity to 
receive the IB diploma this 
is what contributes to the 
school winning one of the 
top spots in the nation. Ms. 
Johnson explained, “Having 
the full IB diploma program 
means every student meets 
the requirements of those 
things that are categorized 
as college readiness.” This 

school has all the quali-
ties that make a top school, 
according to US News and 
World Report.
Students were also pleased 
to hear the news, and a 
strong sense of school pride 
was noticeable following 
the release of the listing. 
Moises Garcia ‘14 said, 
“I’m excited to be a part of 
a very efficient, hard-work-
ing system of students.” 
Students were happy that 
they were able to call their 
school the best in the state, 
and found that it motivated 
them. Gaby Carver ‘15 said, 
“It seems very prestigious 
and I’m very proud. I’m 
going to continue to work 
hard.” Students are deter-
mined to keep their spot 
on the list, even if  it just is 
for the chance to say that 
they attend one of the best 
schools in the country.

We’re Number One!
ERIN CAMIA ‘14

BSGE’s Silent 
Vow pg 3 2012 Regents A

dvice 

pg 10
BSGE Valedictorian? 

pg 7

BSGE Performs Julius Caesar 
BSGE students will be performing in a production of 
William Shakespeare’s Julius Caesar on 6/6 at Arrow 
Community Center at 4pm and 6pm

News-Weak! 
BSGE Also Ranks #586
Newsweek magazine ranked BSGE the #586 High 
School in the US. The rankings did not include any of 
BSGE’s IB exams since Newsweek did not receive the 
school’s data in time for the publication of its list. Ac-
cording to Newsweek’s list, BSGE had 0 exams taken.

Top: Girls Softball Team after their Playoff Victory, Left: Art Show, Right: Students in Spain
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How do you feel about BSGE being 
ranked the #1 High School 

in New York state?

MS. JohnSon’S note to BSGe’S Staff
Hi All,

When our ratings are high reporters will be around capturing what you say.   What is your name? What makes this 
school special?  What is the International Baccalaureate Diploma? What subject do you teach?  I understand there 
is an admissions test, what are you assessing?  Will you be adding the sixth grade?  

Commendations will stream in creating a temporary pond of motivation and inspiration that feeds your spirit for 
a while.  Your friends and even the parents of your students will be happy to be connected to you and will make 
certain that you know it.  

When BSGE is no longer in the news and no one wants to know your name, my pride will not diminish one bit and 
my gratitude will be unchanged.   With and without fame I will be humbled by your dedication to the students you 
educate and nurture.  

Thank you,

KJJ

Hi, Jim [Napolitano]:
This is Ziyun. How have 
you been? Hope things are 
going well with the kids in 
school! 
 
I read an article today 
about BSGE ranked top in 
the state and #21 nation-
ally! I’m really proud of 
the graduating class and 
of all the faculty members! 
Congratulations to BSGE 
and to you! It’s interesting 
that High School for Dual 
Language and Asian Studies 
(HSDLAS), which is ranked 
#25 nationally and second 
highest among city schools, 
was in fact the previous 
high school from which 
Yang and I transferred to 
BSGE.  (haha!)  However, I 
personally think the rank-
ing for HSDLAS is more or 
less a “hack”. 

It’s clear that many Asian 
countries construct a more 

rigorous curriculum for ba-
sic education (elementary 
to high school) compared to 
the US.  Given this condi-
tion, there are close to 90% 
of the students in HSDLAS 
who are new Chinese im-
migrants, which entails a 
student population with the 
majority being readily edu-
cated for high school level 
material. In other words, 
most of the students (espe-
cially those who just came 
to the US) have probably 
already learned everything 
back home. This is not quite 
fair for most other Ameri-
can high schools. Not even 
mentioning that BSGE car-
ries the IB program, which 
is way more intense than a 
regents diploma program.  
In a word, I’m way more 
proud of BSGE’s achieve-
ments! 
 
Looking back on it, I am 
so glad that I decided to 

transfer from HSDLAS to 
BSGE. (NOT because of 
the ranking!  ) The news, 
though, brought me an 
overflowing feeling of 
thankfulness to all the 
teachers I’ve had at school. 
If  it wasn’t BSGE, if  it 
wasn’t you and all the other 
caring teachers, I would 
not have been where I am 
right now. Not just in terms 
of academics, but also on a 
level of cultural adjustment 
(which might have been the 
more important aspect of 
my development). I started 
attending BSGE six months 
after I came to the US when 
I wasn’t even comfortable 
using English daily.  If  I was 
surrounded by all the new 
Chinese immigrants who 
weren’t comfortable with 
speaking English either for 
my two years of high school 
in America, I wouldn’t have 
been able to be completely 
fluent and comfortable 

with English when I started 
college.  Now, I can easily 
make tons of friends, get 
A’s in English classes, most 
importantly, have enough 
confidence to compete with 
native English speakers who 
are on the same stage of life 
as me. 
 
And yet, the learning never 
stops.  In terms of find-
ing my own “fit” in this 
now not-so-much foreign 
country, I’m still learn-
ing, which I call I’m still 
taking “American Culture 
101”! This long email may 
appear pretty random, but 
the news about BSGE really 
evoked my thankfulness 
to the teachers. I might be 
completely emotional right 
now, but I still want to say, 
thank you Jim! 
Please take care.  

Kindest regards,
Ziyun Zhou

“I feel very proud and 
priviliged to be in the top 
school in New York.”
-Mariam Nersisyan ‘15

“We are so proud of the entire 
school community.  The teachers, 
administration, and staff have all 
worked tirelessly to achieve this 
remarkable result.  Kudos to all!” 
-Nancy Northrop, Parent

“I am thrilled that BSGE has been 
recognized and I’m not at all sur-
prised! BSGE is an amazing school 
with outstanding, hardworking 
faculty and students.  Congratula-
tions.” 
-Andrea Weinzimer, Parent

“It’s nice be ranked highly but 
how do you compare a small 
school like ours to a neighbor-
hood school? The criteria for the 
rankings are very narrow.” 
-Rajiv Mahajan, Teacher

“It doesn’t really change my views 
on this school whatsoever.  I still 
consider it the little cube I go to.  
I’m happy this school is ranked 
but I’m proud of it.
-Joleyne Herrera ‘15

“While professing skepticism as 
regards a ranking of this sort, I find  
myself bringing it up rather fre-
quently in conversation.
Ms Johnson and all the teachers 
deserve high praise for maintaining 
an  inspiring educational 
environment in the face of budget 
cuts and myriad other obstacles.”
-Ernie Brooks, Parent

“BSGE is so unique for an NYC 
public school. Our tiny size, IB  
curriculum and dedicated faculty/
staff are a recipe for success.
But of course, rating schools with a 
number or letter causes trouble.  
Schools are like apples and oranges 
so comparisons are never cut and  
dry.” 
-Renee Rogers, Parent

“I’m thrilled to be working 
here.  This school is special 
for reasons that the rankings 
can’t take into account.  This 
is an amazing community 
with great kids, parents, and 
teachers.”
-Mike Mehan, Teacher

“I’m proud to be a product 
of the best school in the 
state.  BSGE has been the best 
for years.  They can cut our 
budgets but they can’t cut 
our awesomeness!” 
-Jolijt Tamanaha ‘11

“It’s like being voted the Best 
Burger in Town!”
-Mark Wolov, Teacher

BSGE Alumnus Email About BSGE Ranking
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Deciding Which High School to Attend
 Eighth-graders citywide received the results 
for next year’s high school placement on March 1st.  Of 
the high schools these eighth-graders applied to, many 
placed their hopes on being accepted by some of New 
York’s specialized high schools. After they took an admis-
sion test to these specialized high schools in October, a 
select few will be attending Stuyvesant, Bronx Science, 
Brooklyn Tech, and LaGuardia next year. Students were 
overcome with either glee, grief, or a mixture of both to 
be leaving or staying next year. 
 When asked about why these students chose to 
depart from BSGE, the most common answer was because 
of our school’s lack of amenities and clubs. BSGE offers 
some clubs, but nowhere near as many as the amount of 
clubs specialized high schools--and bigger high schools 
in general--offer. Being a small school, it’s understand-
able why BSGE does not receive as much funding to pay 
for tons of clubs. However, some students feel like it’s 
not just a minor setback that should be looked over; says 
eighth-grader Tracy Zheng, “Clubs are important in 
school because they help with your college application. 
I wish BSGE had more sports clubs to help with schol-
arships for people who aren’t doing well academically 
here.” BSGE also does not have lockers in hallways be-
cause of the limited space, not enough trips and parties, 
and the small things seem to add up.
 However, a bonus of being a small school is the 
level of familiarity. Walking through the same narrow 
hallways that cannot store lockers, a student may bump 
into someone they know on more than one occasion. It 
could be their best friend or a stranger seen walking the 
same way on A days, but the recognition is there. BSGE 
has around 430 students; compared to a school like 
Stuyvesant, where there are approximately 3300 stu-
dents, their hallways are broad and filled with torrents of 
people, and there is only a slight chance of bumping into 
someone familiar among the mass of thousands. Com-
ments eighth-grader Bishal Das, “At schools like Stuyves-

ant, it might be harder to be well-known.” At BSGE, a 
first-name basis exists among peers and even some teach-
ers, and that brings a sense of security when a student 
needs more attention or help. “You know the teachers, 
you can connect with the teachers a lot, and you can ask 
them questions without acting shy around teachers and 
just all other people, like Peter,” says Rene Kokoszka, a 
student with his second year at BSGE.
 Eighth-graders also looked at the difficulty 
of the specialized high schools compared to their own 
when they were deciding whether or not they wanted to 
transfer. When the quality of education comes to ques-
tion, some students believe that specialized high schools 
offer vigorous classes that are far more challenging and 
difficult than the classes offered at BSGE. “At BSGE, they 
do push you to do your best, but I heard that special-
ized high schools push you to go beyond your best,” 
comments eighth-grader Elbert Savinon. Other students 
beg to differ, like eighth-grader Natalia Belchikov who 
says, “BSGE is a good school--it’s not a bad school; they 
actually push you to get the IB program and I think our 
school deserves more recognition.” Being a small school 
that recently opened in 2002, BSGE is not as heard of as 
specialized high schools like Stuyvesant, founded in 1904 
with almost a century-wide gap. Since specialized high 
schools are generally more recognized and they have a 
reputation for selecting the cream of the crop of stu-
dents, some students believe that colleges would lean in 
favor towards someone who graduated from a specialized 
high school as opposed to a graduate of a small and new 
school, even if  the quality of education proves to be alike. 
BSGE has become more established over the short span of 
being open, and it is nationally ranked number 21on the 
best high schools list according to US News. Bronx Sci-
ence and Stuyvesant are behind BSGE. Being a school that 
offers the International Baccalaureate program, the qual-
ity of education at BSGE proves to be competent; there 
was a record number of IB diplomas last year. Unlike the 
AP program offered at specialized high schools, the IB 
requires more thorough research and insight, while the 

AP comes down to a multiple-choice test of knowing the 
short answer but not the explanation. 
 The teachers at BSGE seem to push the students 
to be more driven, delivering personal attention after 
school when needed, whereas the teachers at special-
ized high schools would be less motivated for all of their 
students--every single one, including the ones that just 
barely made the cutoff score in the admission test--to 
exceed. The massive body of students themselves at spe-
cialized high schools push themselves to do well, step-
ping over their peers in the meantime in the cut-throat 
competition to be crowned the valedictorian. Although, 
these specialized high school students often have a choice 
to which classes they take, while students at BSGE do 
not. They hope their efforts of at least surviving these 
specialized high schools with a passing grade reflects in 
their college admissions. It becomes a question of where 
you go versus what you do, and how well you perform 
in a school that is more difficult or easy. Despite some of 
the pointers of  BSGE being a school producing capable 
students, some are still leaving to specialized high schools 
like Brooklyn Tech, even when they are ranked lower by 
US News than BSGE.
 It seems like what BSGE has a shortage of, the 
small things that persuade students to leave to lower 
ranked specialized high schools, such as space and clubs, 
can be achieved through a bigger budget, but it is easier 
said than done because all schools in New York are deal-
ing with shortages in money. Maybe in the near future, 
there might be more promising students reserving their 
seat at BSGE and rejecting their offers from other high 
schools. Eighth-grader Ashley Wang is not waving good-
bye to BSGE anytime soon, and she is confident with her 
decision. “BSGE is kind of small, a lot of people say we 
don’t have a lot of money, it’s not as famous as schools 
like Stuy. But if  my friends asked about what school I go 
to, they would know BSGE, because this school isn’t that 
bad... It’s getting better. I’m staying and I like BSGE.”

BSGE’s Silent Vow
 

 On April 20th, 
2012, some BSGE students 
participated in the Day 
of Silence, a silent protest 
against LGBT (Lesbian, 
Gay, Bisexual, Transgen-
dered) name-calling and 
harassment, particularly in 
school. The silence copied 
the silence LGBT teenagers 
must face every day be-
cause they aren’t accepted 
for who they are. The 
Day of Silence takes place 
every year in many schools 
across the nation, and is 
organized by the Gay, Les-
bian & Straight Education 
Network (GLSEN).
 Students were not 
required to take part in 
the event, but those who 
did signed up to be either 
silent or supporting. A 
supporting student wore a 
placard stating that he or 
she supports the cause, but 
was allowed to speak dur-
ing the school day. 
 Students who took 
a vow of silence remained 
silent throughout the 
entire school day, from 
8:00 am to 2:15 pm. This 
“silence” included hand 
gestures, texting, passing 
notes, and communicating 
in any other way.  
  Silent 
students were not called 
on by teachers or asked to 

speak in front of the class, 
but continued to take notes 
and work independently as 
they usually would.
 At BSGE, the Day 
of Silence is arranged by 
the Helping Hands Day of 
Silence Committee. “The 
hardest part is getting 
people to take it seriously. 
Last year, no one did. We 
have to show people that 
it’s an important issue, not 
just a reason to goof off 
in class,” explained Grace 
Camia ’15. Nahin Ferdousi 
’15 added, “Nowadays 
there is still discrimination 
against lesbians, gays and 
bisexuals. They’re just like 
us. This day is for put-
ting us in their shoes, and 
feeling what it’s like to not 
communicate for a day.”
 This is an issue 
many feel strongly about. 
Isabella Hernandez ’14 is 
focusing on LGBT issues for 
her personal project, and 
was involved with the Day 
of Silence planning pro-
cess. “I’m tired of hearing 
slurs. Even if  someone says, 
‘that’s gay,’ it’s affecting 
someone’s life,” she said. 
“This day is to educate and 
inform people about this. 
We don’t have to agree 
with people, but we have 
to accept them for who 
they are. Who cares who 
someone likes? A person’s 
sexual orientation is no 

one’s business.”
 Most agreed and 
participated for similar 
reasons. However, de-
spite their belief in the 
cause, many students 
expressed the challenges 
they faced while staying 
silent. “There were people 
who were supposed to 
be silent talking to me, 
so I found it hard to stay 
silent,” said Carolyn Wang 
’16. Alisa Mizukami ’16 
added, “Yoga class made 
everyone talk the most.” 
Participating students were 
frustrated at others who 
tried to aggravate them. 
“Some people were trying 
to provoke people who 
were silent, and I think 
that’s rude and disrespect-
ful to the cause,” explained 
Beatriz Benares ’16.
 Some students, 
however, dislike the idea of 
having a Day of Silence at 
all. One student in par-
ticular, who would prefer 
to remain anonymous, was 
eager to share his opinion. 
“What would it be like 
for them to see us trying 
to act like they’re acting? 
You think that would make 
them feel any better about 
themselves? We should do 
something fun, like wear-
ing purple,” he suggested. 
“I find the Day of Silence 
kind of depressing. It’s 
also damaging to school 

classes.”
 Nationally, there 
is greater controversy 
than there is at BSGE over 
the Day of Silence. Some 
religious organizations 
like Focus on the Fam-
ily are against having the 
Day of Silence. There is an 
annual counter-event held 
on the same day called the 
Day of Dialogue, which is 
for “encouraging honest 
and respectful conversa-
tion among students about 
God’s design for sexuality.” 
Although within the BSGE 
community, LGBT rights 
are widely accepted, this is 
not the case in many other 
schools.
 Classes on April 
20th were conducted a 
little differently than usual. 
Most teachers were careful 
not to disrupt the students’ 
vows of silence. 
 The silence was 
broken at 2:15 pm in the 
cafeteria, during a small 
ceremony where stu-
dents were encouraged to 
share their thoughts on 
the cause and what their 
experience was like. The 
Day of Silence Committee 
concluded that their work 
paid off, and that this Day 
of Silence was even better 
than last year. Students 
hope that this yearly tradi-
tion will exist in BSGE for 
many more years.

MAYA JUMAN ‘16

VIVIAN YAN ‘16

BSGE’s Event 
Calendar
May 30th
Team Geography Bee
3:30PM
Cafeteria

May 31st
Art Department Vis-
iting Artist Program
2:15-3:00PM
Art Room

May 31st 
Blood Drive at BSGE
8AM-2PM
School Lobby

May 31st
Spring Music Concert
6:30PM
BSGE Cafetorium

June 1st
BSGE Commence-
ment
2:00PM
Flushing Theater in 
the Park

June 5th 
Half day for Middle 
School Students
11:00AM Dismissal

June 6th
Julius Caesar Pro-
duction
4:00PM and 6:00PM
Arrow Community 
Center

June 7th 
Brooklyn Queens Day
No School for Stu-
dents

June 8th
Senior Prom

June 11th
Half Day for Middle 
School Students
11:00 AM Dismissal

June 25th and 26th
Non Instruction Days
No School for Middle 
and High School 
Students

June 27th 
Last Day of School
Half Day



May/June 2012      BSGE’s OfficialBuzz                 Page 4

Thoughts on Lockers
 Locker policies and 
use elicit strong responses 
from both students and 
teachers at BSGE.  Students 
in BSGE complain that the 
people around their lockers 
are annoying and loud. 
“Sometimes they are so 
loud. I just want to relax in 
the quiet but people scream 
in my ears instead,” Adrian 
Kulesza comments. In some 
locker rooms people crowd 
around one area, and it 
affects the number of times 
students go to their lockers. 
“Kind of because I have to 
say excuse me, or wait for 
them to get out of the way,” 
Emily Liang says.  
 Even though 
students around lockers 
may be annoying, it doesn’t 
stop many students because 
they have started to rely 
on them. “I have to ignore 
the people that are loud 
because I do have to drop 
off things at my locker 
every day; usually I get 
there before them though.” 
Adrian Kulesza says. Putting 
heavy textbooks/binders 
can reduce the weight of 
backpacks, which is very 
beneficial. “If I didn’t have 
my locker then I would 
have to carry a 20 pound 
bag around all day.” Adrian 
Kulesza remarks, “So yes, I 
do depend on my locker a 
lot.”
 Even though there 
are fewer lockers than stu-

dents, some lockers are still 
empty. Part of the reason 
is that some students don’t 
use their locker. “I haven’t 
used my locker besides put-
ting my coat inside on some 
days during the winter.” 
Yasmine Lalkaka said. One 
reason why students don’t 
use their locker is because 
since the lockers are in 
classrooms, they cannot 
go to their lockers when 
class starts. “Mainly I don’t 
use my locker because I’m 
late for school and don’t 
have enough time to go to 
the room my locker is in.” 
Yasmine Lalkaka explains.
 Also a lot of 
students in BSGE would 
rather have a top locker 
than a bottom locker. 
There are various reasons, 
like worries about hitting 
their heads to being tall. 
“Top because I don’t have 
to kneel to get to it and 
when I stand up I don’t 
have to worry about hitting 
my head.” Says Yasmine 
Lalkaka. “Since I am very 
tall, I don’t take pleasure 
having to go on the floor 
just to open it. I always hit 
my head on the top lockers 
too.” Also having a bottom 
locker is inconvenient. “It’s 
basically because I do not 
have to go all the way to the 
floor everyday. I am really 
tall and I don’t want to 
have any inconveniences.” 
Adrian Kulesza explained.
 Some teachers in 

BSGE thinks that many stu-
dent use their lockers too 
much. There are some ac-
tions that students take that 
annoy teachers. “It’s okay, 
except that there are some 
people who overuse the 
privileges of their lockers 
by going there between first 
and second period or trying 
to use their lockers when 
I’m starting a class, or, 
hanging around for a long 
time after school and being 
loud about it. These are the 
general annoyances that I 
have of students using their 
lockers.” Mr. Shantanu 
complains. Most schools 
have lockers in hallways, 
but BSGE have lockers 
in classrooms instead of 
hallways, which interupts 
classes when students try to 
go to their lockers, and can 
annoy teachers such as Mr. 
Shantanu.
 There are also 
teachers that are happy 
about students and their 
lockers. They are glad 
that there is a place that 
students can be organized. 
“No, actually I like that 
they have a space for them 
to keep their stuff and be 
organized, and they also 
gives them a place to hang 
out, and socialize and since 
the school is so small there 
isn’t a lot of space where 
the kids can congregate and 
organize their thoughts and 
organize their material.” 
Mr. Anderson comments.

ISABELLE MAH ‘17
Regents Exams
 New York City eighth and ninth graders are required to take an examina-
tion, the algebra regents, that assesses their level of understanding in algebra. BSGE 
eighth graders are taking the algebra regents along with the ninth graders from other 
schools, because they took algebra class a year ahead. The algebra regents take place 
on June 14 this year, and students are allowed to arrive at school, the place of testing, 
later than usual, since the regents begins at 1:00pm. New York City eighth and ninth 
graders will be taking the regents for the first time in their school career, and it will be 
a transition from the yearly statewide tests that they were taking since third grade.  
 “I think the regents will be harder than the state tests because it’s on a 9th 
grade level, but we’re in 8th grade so it might be a little more difficult for us than 
everyone else,” says eighth grader Brianna Kennedy. However, unlike the New York 
City statewide tests that begin in the morning and finish in approximately an hour, the 
algebra regents start early in the afternoon and end at 4:00pm. Some eighth graders 
are glad for that change; “We don’t have to come in that early, so we’ll be fully rested,” 
says eighth grader Ergisa Xhuvelli, “And it’s good that we’re getting a long amount of 
time so there’s no pressure to finish.”
 BSGE seventh graders take pre-algebra class to prepare them for the algebra 
class they will take in the following year. Math teachers Mr. Mehan and Mr. He-
ine teach this year’s eighth graders and they offer algebra regents prep classes after 
school, as well as requiring all of their students to study with an algebra regents prep 
book. These extra steps of preparation allow eighth graders like Luca Cognata to feel 
particularly confident about taking the algebra regents for the first time. “It doesn’t 
even matter that we’re taking it a year earlier,” Luca said, “Because we’re getting the 
same level of preparation as ninth graders in the different schools.”

VIVIAN YAN ‘16

 Recently tenth 
grade students have been 
recommended by the math 
and humanities teachers to 
take the Math level 1 and 
World History SAT subject 
tests. However, they do not 
bear the same priority as 
the SAT taken in the junior 
year, the SAT II or SAT 
subject tests have increased 
in significance in applica-
tion to college. These are 
60 minute multiple choice 
tests, scored with a similar 
system as the SATs, (each 
question that is right is giv-
en a point, each question 
wrong is deduces the over-
all score by a fraction of a 
point, and each question 
left blank receives neither a 
penalty or credit) that span 
a range of academic sub-
jects from Physics to cer-
tain foreign languages. The 
College Board estimates 
that every year nearly five 
hundred thousand students 
take the SAT subject tests. 
As for the number of BSGE 
sophomores taking certain 
exams this year there are 
around 30. Although quite 
a fraction of sophomores 
are taking the World His-
tory and Math Level 1 tests, 
there are still mixed feel-
ings regarding the exams 

scheduled for June 2nd. 
 One of the main 
issues worrying students is 
the test date itself  and the 
fact that only around one 
month’s notice was given to 
students prior to the exam 
date. Francisco Barros ‘14 
weighed in on the issue 
saying that, “I feel some-
what confident taking the 
tests now because I know 
next year I will have a lot 
of other things to worry 
about. But at the same time 
I feel a bit overwhelmed 
because none of my other 
friends are taking the test 
this year…I think that it 
really would of helped if  
the teachers had told us 
at the end of the semester 
so that more time could 
be devoted to prepara-
tory work.” Not as critical 
about the time frame for 
preparatory work, Tif-
fany Mar ‘14 still main-
tained displayed an air of 
confidence when saying, 
“I mean I guess teachers 
could have told us earlier, 
however I still feel that it is 
not that much to prepare 
for and think that the time 
frame was fair.” The surety 
that characterizes many of 
the tenth grade students 
when approaching this test 
is rooted in the preparation 

that the academic courses 
have provided. 
 Many of the tenth 
grade students agree that 
the confidence in terms of 
their preparation for the 
math exam comes from 
the tenth grade Algebra 2/
Trig course taught by math 
teacher Mr. Jim Heine. 
Daniel Uvaydov ‘14, who 
is signed up for the math 
exam added, “I definitely 
feel prepared. I took a 
practice test and most of 
the material, except for a 
few topics, was covered in 
depth in math class this 
year.” As for individuals 
taking the World His-
tory SATs, there is slightly 
more preparation involved 
in that the nature of the 
humanities courses at BSGE 
focuses more on develop-
ing skills necessary for 
the IB exams rather than 
cramming students with a 
reserve of miscellaneous 
facts. Still all in all students 
seem relatively prepared to 
take the SAT subject tests 
on June 2nd, plus there is 
always next year should 
the time allotted hinder 
the students from their full 
potential this year.

SAT Subject Tests
SEBASTIAN ALI ‘14

 
 

 Recently, a num-
ber of students in the 11th 
grade were questioning 
their being in BSGE, and 
tried, some successfully, 
to leave the school. To 
understand better what 
may cause students to 
leave the school, students 
from each grade were 
interviewed and asked 
their opinions of BSGE. 
Julian Benayoun ’12 said 
that what frustrated him 
was “The magnitude of 
the homework that we get 
on a daily basis. I don’t like 
when these assignments 
interfere with one another 
and when these home-
work assignments count so 
much towards your grades 
in school.” Alejandra Cruz 
’13 said she is frustrated 
with “the amount of work 
that is being consistently 
piled on. For example, 
when there is a big paper 
due, and at the same time, 
many homework assign-
ments that need to be 
done. The pressure that we 
get for IB tests and Extend-
ed Essay is also a lot.” Five 
other students interviewed 
had similar opinions as 
Alejandra and Julian and 
felt the most frustrating 
aspect was the workload. 
Overall, the work involved 
in school continued to sur-
face as the most difficult 
aspect of the school.
 Alejandra Cruz 
’13 said “at the beginning, 
I did want to leave, but 
now, I feel like this school 
will really prepare me for 

college.” Another student 
had a similar opinion to 
Alejandra’s about staying 
in BSGE because it will 
help in the long run. Kath-
leen Ortiz ’13 said “I think 
I would have because the 
only way you can do very 
well is if  you are really 
on top of the work, and 
there are times when I 
slacked off. I probably 
would have been better off 
in another school.” Two 
other students felt that the 
work given pushes them 
towards leaving the school. 
Leaving the school would 
have probably been best 
for them in their opinion. 
Olivia Witting ’14 said “I 
wouldn’t have left, we’re 
the best school in the state. 
But that is not the reason. 

The reason is that I feel the 
teachers are very involved 
and interested in helping 
you succeed. The atmo-
sphere here is also great, 
it feels like everyone wants 
to be here. The grades are 
also mix and interact with 
one another. There aren’t 
any exclusive cliques, it 
feels like we can talk with 
one another.” Three other 
students had similar opin-
ions concerning friends in 
BSGE that encourage them 
to stay in the school. To 

them, the school may have 
had flaws, but the friends 
they had in school were 
able to make up for these 
flaws.
Mr. Laskowski, the current 
7th grade Physical science 
teacher and 9th grade Fo-
rensic science teacher, was 
asked if  he thought that 
students would be better 
off staying in the school 
rather than leaving and 
responded “I think that 
students who graduate 
from BSGE will be ex-
tremely well prepared for 
the rigors of college life.  I 
have yet to meet a BSGE 
Alumnus who felt over-
whelmed by the college 
experience and workload.”
 Dr. Helfenbein, 
the current Diploma 

Level Biology 
teacher and 
7th grade 
science 
teacher, 
was asked 
the same 
question and 
responded, 
“I think that 
students 

would benefit by staying 
here if  they can accom-
modate the workload. On 
the other hand, if  there 
is an option to move and 
the students and parents 
feel that moving is the best 
option then they should 
have the right to move. 
But it is a shame that some 
students don’t understand 
that their work effort is 
the most important aspect 
of school. Walking away 
from that will not help the 
student in and of itself.

RICARDO AGUAYO 
‘13

Students Transferring 
From BSGE During 
High School

 
“at the beginning, I 

did want to leave, but 
now, I feel like this 

school will really pre-
pare me for college.”
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Spanish Spring Breakers
 
 

 On April fifth, 12 
students from the sopho-
more Spanish classes took 
a trip to Spain. Being the 
first BSGE trip to Spain, the 
planning of the trip was 
a lot of work for teach-
ers, students, and parents 
alike. The class, led by Mr. 
Giraldo, had planned for 
this trip since October of 
2011. With the help of 
Ms. Johnson, Mr. Giraldo 
was able to get in contact 
with a few travel agen-
cies and tour companies 
in Spain, and was able to 
put together a schedule for 
each day that they stayed. 
Having to get up as early 
as 5:30 A.M., the students 
had a busy schedule, having 
to leave the hotels in time 
for the tour buses and “a 
lot of program activities 
all day,” according to Mr. 
Giraldo. The goal of the 
trip was “for the students to 
be able to use the [Span-
ish] language in real life 
situations,” according to 
Mr. Giraldo. Ordering at 
restaurants and shopping 

were two types of events 
during which the students 
could utilize their learning 
of the Spanish language.
 Though planning 
took a long time, it was fair-
ly easy for Mr. Giraldo to 
contact the parents because 
he “had a good relationship 
with them” and, knowing 
most of them, he was able 
to talk to them easily and 
answer their questions via 
email. Isabella Hernandez 

‘14 described her parents’ 
reaction to the opportunity 
to go to Spain. “They said, 
‘You need to go because this 
is something you’ve never 
done.’” The parents were 
generally accepting of the 
trip, despite the cost of it. 
The price, which wasn’t too 
high considering the many 
places the students were 
going to, was reasonable, 
says Hernandez, because 
“you’re 
going 
with 
your 
peers 
and so 
it won’t 
be un-
com-
fort-
able, 
and at 
least 
you 
have 
people 
you 
can 
talk 
to.” 
In addition, the price was 
lowered due to the numer-
ous bake sales held by the 

Spanish class in order to 
cover for some of the cost, 
and to make the price per 
student lower than what it 
would’ve been without the 
help of the bake sales and 
the school.
 The twelve stu-
dents, Mr. Giraldo, and the 
two chaperones – Chemis-
try teacher Ms. Mihalache, 
and English teacher Ms. 
Kumar – spent two days 
in Madrid, the capital of 

Spain. There, they visited 
the Museo del Prado, an 
art museum exhibiting 
artists like Velázquez 
and Francisco de Goya. 
According to Mr. Giraldo, 
his “tenth grade students 
were familiar with the 
art since they studied it 
in Spanish class and also 
in the art class.” The next 
destination was Toledo, 
Spain, which Mr. Giraldo 

de-
scribed 
as a 
“very 
romantic 
city,” 
much 
different 
than the 
cosmo-
politan 
life of 
Madrid. 
 Their 
trip to the 
next city, 
Seville, 
was a five 
hour drive. 

Due to 
the fact that their travel-
ing to Seville was on Easter 
Sunday, there was a lot of 

celebration in the streets. 
On their way, they stopped 
in Cordova and visited 
other sightseeing places. 
Other cities they visited 
include Granada and Costa 
del Sol, where the hotel 
had a big swimming pool 
and was close to the beach. 
This, says Mr. Giraldo was 
Ms. Kumar’s “favorite place 
to go because she enjoyed 
the water.” The enjoyment 
is understandable as, he 

continues, “the 
weather was 
warmer than the aver-
age temperatures of the 
previous cities they went 
to,” providing the students 
warm weather to swim and 
hang out at the beach.
 One hour away 
was the city of Malaga, 
where Pablo Picasso was 
born. When Mr. Giraldo 
went to visit the house 
where Picasso was born, 
“unfortunately, we had to 
split and some kids chose to 
stay at the beach with Ms. 
Kumar, while Milena [Mi-
halache] and I took others 
to go shopping and sight-
seeing at the Malaga town.”
 The final trip was 
to Morocco, which was 
described by Mr. Giraldo 
as “one of the most excit-
ing trips that I ever took in 
my life.” There, they rode 
camels which, says Kevin 
Likhtshteyn ‘14, was one 
of the things he was most 
looking 
forward 
to during 
this trip. 
Isabella 
Hernandez 
‘14, who 
had never 
left the U.S. 
before, was 
also excited 
about the 
camels 
prior to the 
trip. She 
enjoyed the 
fact that 
she was 
going to go 
with people 

she knew, and prepared by 
“practicing Spanish more,” 
practicing with her dad 
and trying not to speak 
in English during Spanish 
class. Mr. Giraldo further 
prepared the class by, as 
mentioned before, teach-
ing them about the Spanish 
culture and art that they 
would be experiencing – 
such as the dances and food 
– as well as providing easy 
guidelines as to what to 
pack for the trip. 
 Upon coming back 
from Spain, the students 
had some new experiences 
gained from the trip. One 
student Alejandro Loarte 
‘14, whose favorite place 
to visit was Toledo, said 
he “learned more about 
[Spain’s] customs and 
culture” while in Spain. He 
also added that knowledge 
that he gained on the trip 
that wasn’t taught to him 
in class was the history of 

certain castles and “pal-
aces located in Cordova 
and in Madrid.” Alejandro 
said, “I would probably go 
back to travel to Northern 
Spain.” Similar to Ale-
jandro, Ritika Karnik ‘14 
enjoyed the architecture 
of Spain and added that 
her favorite aspect of the 
trip was “learning how to 
order ice cream.” It seems 
as though the trip to Spain 
was enjoyable for everyone 
who went but, when asked 
if  he would plan another 
trip, Mr. Giraldo said he 
needed time to settle in 
from this Spain trip and he 
“doesn’t think [he’ll] plan 
another Spain trip next year 
or the next” because of the 
amount of work and plan-
ning that had to be put in 
for this trip. However, that 
doesn’t hinder the students’ 
desire to go back to Spain 
and visit on their own.

SAMANTHA CALPO 
‘14

Being the first 
BSGE trip 

to Spain, the 
planning of 

the trip was a 
lot of work for 
teachers, stu-

dents, and par-
ents alike. 

Earth Day 2012!
 On Sunday, April 29th, members of the BSGE Helping Hands Committee participated in an Earth Day 
event at Socrates Sculpture Park in Long Island City, along with students from other schools. They spent a day fertil-
izing trees, planting vegetables, grass and herbs, and making compost. Originally the event was planned for Sunday 
April 22nd, which was the official Earth Day, but it was rescheduled a week later due to bad weather. In previous 
years, the whole school has taken a weekday off and gone to the park, but because of scheduling problems with the 
organizers, both this year and last year the event was limited to only Helping Hands members. Regardless, Earth Day 
2012 was a success, and the students helped prepare the park for its upcoming season.

MAYA JUMAN ‘16

The  Second Floor Bulletin Board with Pictures from the Spain Trip

Photo Credits: Sammy Levine ‘13
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7th Graders Reflect on 
Their Time at BSGE

 7th graders in BSGE think that the teachers are better than the teachers they 
had previously in 6th grade. “The teachers in my old school didn’t really look like they 
knew the stuff.” Jay Schleyer commented. “The teachers are nicer and they really try 
to get you to learn the concept and all the information while the other teachers may 
not know the difference of if  you’re falling behind or not.” Leeana Johnston added. 
7th graders had liked BSGE teachers better because they feel that the teachers were 
more helpful and supportive. “Well they really tried to help you if  you fell behind and 
they really, like, they seem that they just really care if  you passed or failed.” Leeana 
Johnston said. 
 Not only did the teachers change when 7th graders started going to BSGE, 
the schedules have also been different from the 7th grader’s old schools. “I like the 
70-minute classes a lot.” Jay Schleyer admits, “We learn so much more in a day than 
we normally would with 45 minute classes. The A/B schedule is a little confusing 
for me. At the end of a long vacation, I’m going crazy, frantically calling and texting 
students, asking them, ‘ is tomorrow an A day or a B day?’ But in some ways, is good, 
because it not only gives you two days to do your homework, but it also gives you the 
opportunity to ask your teachers questions about the homework from the previous 
day. I found that very convenient.” For a lot of 7th graders the A/B schedule was dif-
ferent from their old school because in their old school they would have every subject 
every day. “I think the A/B schedule is a creative way to form a schedule because it 
doesn’t give you a bunch of subjects to cram at a time.”  Najuwa Jamal remarks. 
 However, 7th graders are uncomfortable commuting because taking public 
transportation is a new experience for them.  “It’s also a little uncomfortable taking 
public transportation---I still feel scared on the subway.” Jay Schleyer says, “That’s 
something that might take me a while to get used to.” 7th graders also have to also 
have to wake up earlier in the morning to travel to BSGE. “Definitely—I don’t like to 
get up early, and I don’t feel comfortable taking the train.” Jay Schleyer added.
 Even though 7th graders don’t particularly like commuting to school, many 
like yoga the best out of all the classes. “Yoga is a lot of fun, and it’s relaxing. I like it 
much more than gym class.” Jay Schleyer commented. Yoga has been an interesting 
experience for the 7th graders. “I like, so far, I like yoga, because its really interesting 
and how we learn it is really good and we have our own things and we learn history, 
its not about the physical part, we also learn about history, so, yeah, that’s fun.” Na-
juwa Jamal states. 
 Another new experience for the 7th graders was being in the same building 
as high school students. “There haven’t been any real changes in opinion. I remember 
at the interview, my mother was asking a few of the other kids how the school was, 
and one girl has said, ‘In the school, the students are so nice and welcoming, and the 
older kids would be more than happy to help a 7th grader.’ That’s what I expected 
until I actually came. The seniors and the other older kids were the exact opposite of 
welcoming. They were rude and a little obnoxious.” Jay Schleyer said. Other 7th grad-
ers were a little shocked about the older kids. “I don’t really pay attention to them but 
like when I was walking in the hall way I’m like oh my God that guy has a mustache, 
like they’re so old.” Leeana Johnston remarks. 

ISABELLE MAH ‘17

What Makes a 
Good Teacher?

 

 Good teachers are 
the main part of getting 
a great education. They 
provide the necessary 
support and guidance in 
an individual’s academic 
career and take on the 
role outside of mentor. Be-
ing that a teacher inevita-
bly plays such a large role 
of a student’s academic 
career their qualities will 
ultimately manifest them-
selves into the welfare of 
the students. This arises 
the question of what spe-
cific attributes of teachers 
are optimal to the educa-
tion of students and which 
are not. Being that the 
teacher body is as dispa-
rate in their attributes and 
as the student body, it is 
hard to generalize the at-
tributes of a good teacher. 
Some teachers are cute 
looking, some are funny, 
some have hairy eyebrows 
and some wear outfits 
that pleasure me. None-
theless the BSGE student 
body does have a stance 
on what is believed to be 
the attributes of “the ideal 
teacher”
 One characteris-
tic of teachers that always 
seems to emerge is how 
exactly the classroom is 
run. The fact of the matter 
is that most people like to 
attend a class centered on 
group work as opposed 
to individual work. The 
chance for group collabo-
ration may create a sense 
of confidence for each 
individual in the group 
when tackling unfamiliar 
material or may simply 
give chance for all the 
members to contribute 
without being scrutinized 
by the teacher. Simply 
put by seventh grader Jay 
Schleyer, “ I like group 
work however it depends 
if  the people in the group 
are responsible or not. The 
type of group work that I 
think is the best is when a 
new idea is presented and 
the whole group has to 

come together and make 
inferences about.” Here 
the idea of group work is 
no longer simply collab-
orative thinking, rather 
it becomes collaborative 
problem solving, and to 
certain students, such as 
Jay, they can be very ef-
fective when implemented 
into the classroom setting. 
Even those who preferred 
individual work in certain 
instances understood 
that group work had its 
place, such as 8th grader 
Eunice Kim says, “If there 
are worksheets or things 
that are not that hard to 
deal with independently I 
would rather work indi-
vidually. However when 
assignment is a project 
and is difficult then I 
would prefer to work in 
a group. Group work is 
also gives you a chance to 
hear someone else ideas 
when you are confused.” 
In both instances group 
work was deemed most 
useful when material or 
concept proved the most 
difficult. The presence of 
collaborative thinking also 
as seen provides a sense of 
confidence for its mem-
bers.
 Another charac-
teristic of the classroom 
setting that seems to be an 
issue is the nature of how 
information is delivered to 
students. Many individuals 
see the classroom setting 
as one that should be very 
interactive and thus the 
class lessons should be 
interactive as well. There 
comes a point when a 
captivated teacher loses 
his/ her students to peers. 
This is a common idea 
held by many students 
and the reality is that no 
matter how interesting a 
class no one wants to hear 
a teacher talk all period. 
It seems to be consistent 
amongst the student body 
that each class has to 
have a level of interac-
tion in order for a student 
to succeed let alone bear 
it. As seventh grader Jay 

Schleyer puts it, “I hate 
when the teacher just 
speaks and we don’t get to 
say anything and I eventu-
ally just get really bored.” 
The amount of time that 
a teacher should speak 
is a specification that is 
arguable within the BSGE 
student body.
 One of the last 
attributes of a teacher that 
the B.S.G.E. student body 
has some consensus about 
deals with the sporadic 
nature of a teacher. In 
terms of workload, test 
difficulty and any other 
classwork that has an 
immediate effect on a stu-
dent’s grade in that class, 
there is always a need 
for a teacher to maintain 
some sort of regularity. 
Steven Alvarez, a 10th 
grade student, said that “ 
I guess when it comes to 
homework and tests I ap-
preciate regularity”. Tenth 
grader Elizabeth Kwon 
went to add that, “ If  there 
is a shift in the work load 
or difficulty it should be 
gradual as the year pro-
gresses. I feel that teachers 
who, to an extent, are not 
consistent have students 
that are not developing in 
terms of the class. In the 
end if  a teacher is sporad-
ic within the class there 
should not be any negative 
repercussions ” To some 
the idea of regularity in 
classes offers slight relief 
to an otherwise busy aca-
demic life at BSGE. 
 Despite certain 
BSGE students agreeing 
on certain aspects of what 
makes for a good teacher 
and effective classroom, 
there is still no unani-
mous conception of the 
attributes of the “perfect 
teacher”. In the end each 
student at BSGE has their 
own preferences; some of 
which are similar while 
others are in complete 
conflict. It would take a 
myriad of attributes to 
satisfy the desires of every 
student at B.S.G.E.

SEBASTIAN ALI ‘14

 This March 14th, 2012 BSGE celebrated Pi Day like none other with Pi Day 
songs, games, presentations, food and of course, pie. Pi Day is a holiday committed to 
celebrating the mathematical constant of Pi, or 3.141596... It goes on forever. “Pi Day 
is the best day of the year. I love eating pie on that day. I learned how to find the cir-
cumference of an actual pie” commented an excited 9th grader, Christopher Birsan. 
Students got creative by writing new lyrics to familiar songs by artists such as Adele 
and Drake and turned it into a mathematical songs. Hopefully the BSGE tradition of 
celebrating Pi Day will keep on going. When asked for a comment on Pi Day, Mr. Me-
han and Ms. Lambrini did not have a comment.

Pi Day Celebrations
LYDIA STETSON ‘15

 Some seventh graders who came from private schools think that their transi-
tion to BSGE was big but manageable. Private schools have been believed to be more 
organized and strict compared to public schools. Some also feared that they may feel 
out of place a little with the new setting. “at first it was hard but, what made it easier 
was that both of them were small  settings and friend from my old school helped me 
to adjust.” said Eleni Zamagias
 According to seventh graders private schools seem to have a better approach 
in organizing their events compared to public school, and specifically BSGE. Many 
private schools seem to think about their events ahead of time while BSGE seems work 
down to the wire. Many of BSGE’s events seem to be informed to the students through 
announcements made at the end of the with the written notices being sent some time 
later. “My old school seems to have informed us earlier of upcoming events than 
BSGE, but I do not know of what happens in the older grades since there is not much 
to announce to the seventh graders.” added Eleni Zamagias. 
 Private schools approach to academic studies is not the only thing that dif-
fers from BSGE. The diversity of culture is very different. many private schools focus 
on one particular religion. After personally changing from a private school myself i 
can safely say that the cultural variety is much greater than what you would find in a 
normal private school. “The cultural diversity allows more interaction between differ-
ent people and it seems to make you see more of the word than if  you were in a public 
school. Being in a private school we even had a class devoted to Greek because it was a 
Greek Orthodox school.” stated Eleni Zamagias.
 After skimming through the seventh grade this year it seems as if many have 
changed from a private school with only leaving a few coming from a private school. 
Being from a private school myself I know that it was much stricter and enforced 
much more discipline than BSGE. The private school was very focused on religion 
class being a catholic school and it was a mandatory class rather than an optional class 
for those who were truly catholic. They also enforced church services as well. All in 
all if  one looks for learning discipline and particular beliefs (depending on the school) 
with their academic studies a private school may be a good choice, however public 
schools like BSGE allow one to learn different cultural beliefs from the classmates 
around them and teach at a very promising academic level.

Private vs. Public Schools
RIYA SAHA ‘17
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teacher of the Month
Where are you from? What is your background?
I’m Peruvian American. I guess thats what you would technically call it. My parents 
are Peruvian and I was born here.

Do you have any siblings? how many? do you get along with them?
Yes, I have two siblings. An older brother and an older sister. We get along very well.

Really? Are you lying?
Yes, really and no I’m not lying. I mean me and my sister used to fight, not me and my 
brother when we were younger, but we’re adults now.

How would you describe the kind of music you listen to? Favorite band?
I don’t think I have a favorite band, I like to listen to chill music: r&b, soul, something 
that’s pleasing to my ear nothing raunchy or loud.

What would you consider to be ‘raunchy or loud’?
Something that I can’t understand basically most of the music from now.

Why did you choose to work here?
I technically didn’t choose to work here, I had worked at queens vocational for a year, 
then got laid off, then when I was reassigned back to the board of ed I was sent here.

What do you think of the students? Be honest.
To be honest, I enjoy working with this group of students because if  they were rowdy 
students I’d probably be a very mean person.

What’s your favorite place to eat?
Favorite place to eat ooo, I like Thai food a lot, anything spicy.

What’s do you do in your free time?
Well in my free time I do yoga once in awhile, I like to walk, and I like to just relax and 
sit at home and hang out with friends or whatever.
 
Vanessa you have friends?! 
Yes I have friends... I have A LOT  of friends.

Tell me about your son.
For those of you who’ve never met him he’s eleven years old, he is a wonderful kid, 
he’s growing up too fast, and he better call me soon. Other than that he’s a very re-
spectful boy.

Ever plan on teaching him spanish? 
I don’t know about that one, he’s taking it now in school.

Who is your favorite BSGE staff member?
NO COMMENT!!!!!!

What is it like to share an office with Virge?
THE. BEST. THING. EVER. (she said sarcastically)

Where is the best place you’ve ever traveled?
I enjoy the caribbean now as a an adult, but I can say visiting france as a kid i remem-
ber because I have family in paris I didn’t appreciate it, so that’s one place I’d want 
to revisit, because I remember all the places I visited like the eiffel tower, Napoleon’s 
mansion like I remember these places I went to but I didn’t appreciate it because my 
mother was just like taking me there; I had to go.

What’s your favorite thing to do in NY?
You know a nice walk in the city at night like after you’re hanging out with friends.

Staff

No Valedictorian or 
Honor Roll at BSGE

 
 

 Most schools have 
an honor roll or valedicto-
rian but BSGE has its own 
way of doing things. A 
valedictorian is the stu-
dent who has the highest 
grade point average who 
customarily gets to speak at 
graduation.  At BSGE, there 
is no calculation of grade 
point average and no vale-
dictorian.  Instead, teach-
ers and graduating seniors 
each vote for one student 
speaker for graduation.  
   The traditional system for 
determining a valedictorian 
can lead to intense compe-
tition. Guidance councilor, 
Tim David-Lang said, “the 
idea with the valedictorian 
in general, can foster a 
competitive environment.” 
Students may feel that it is 
unfair because their aver-
age may have only been 
0.1% less than another 
student, it may have even 

been 0.01%.
  Some faculty 
members though, feel that 
having a person chosen can 
be determined by popu-
larity and show a hier-
archy within the student 
body. Some feel that it 
can lead to unfair treat-
ment and bullying. Peter 
Wilson says, “it becomes a 
popularity contest” while 
Dr.Helfenbein says “one of 
the most interesting issues 
is what criteria students use 
when they’re choosing their 
speaker.” Some think that 
choosing a speaker is better 
going with a valedictorian. 
“It negates the work that 
everyone is doing.” as Peter 
Wilson puts it. “It becomes 
as though you are chasing 
the numbers.” Tim adds, “It 
is not consistent with the 
mission of our school.” And 
by “it” he means the idea of 
a valedictorian and calcu-
lating grade point averages.
 There are also the 
good sides to having speak-
ers rather than valedicto-

rian and it has shown over 
the past years. “I have been 
impressed by the student 
speakers” says Tim, “and 
there have been some very 
good speeches.” 
 “Our school is so 
small, we don’t have grade-
point averages, we don’t 
have ranking. It is semi-
irrelevant” as Peter puts it. 
Dr.Helfenbein even said, 
“if  you just went on grades 
there is always the possibil-
ity you could end up pick-
ing somebody who may not 
be particularly well-spoken 
or maybe wasn’t particular 
nice to other people when 
they were here.”
 One interesting 
piece of information Dr. 
Helfenbien shared was how 
the last speaker of BSGE 
in the class of 2010-2011 
was the person who created 
Bacc Rag, the school news-
paper.
  When asked about 
another way to choose 
students to speak at gradu-
ation, Peter said, “If  it was 

up to me I would probably 
have people submit some-
thing they would like to say 
and then choose.” 
 Along the same 
lines as not calculat-
ing grade point averages, 
BSGE also does not have an 
Honor Roll.  For those who 
are unfamiliar, an Honor 
Roll is a list of students 
with the top averages who 
are rewarded for their 
accomplishments. When 
asked about it, Peter said 
“it is usually for a much 
bigger school.” Though 
many teachers expressed 
hesitation at the thought of 
an Honor Roll, Dr. Helfen-
bein said, “right now there 
is no honor roll and that 
is something I want to see 
changed.”
  So, whether it’s 
honor roll or valedictorian, 
BSGE simply has its own 
way of acknowledging its 
students whether or not it 
is based on their grades.

YASSMIN 
ELBANNA ‘17

ISABEL CASTRO ‘14

Photo Credit: Isabel Castro ‘14

Summer 
Activities
1. Visit the Great Wolf Lodge indoor waterpark in the 
Poconos.

2. Visit the Botanical 
Gardens in Bronx, NY.
3. Baseball season 
starts! Visit a baseball 
game of join a league.
4. Go to Central Park, 
have a picnic, climb 
the rocks, play frisbee, 

play football, baseball, soccer, etc...
5. See a show on Broadway in the city! For example, The 
War Horse.
6. Visit the Queens Zoo.
7. Visit the Statue of Liberty.
8. Visit the New York Aquarium.
9. Ride the Staten Island Ferry... for free!
10. Go to Coney Island, sit at the beach, visit the original 
Nathan’s restaurant, or go to the aquarium.
11. Go swimming at 
YMCA.
12. Go mini golfing 
in Flushing Meadows 
Corona Park.
13. Go bowling at 
Chelsea Piers.
14. Watch a movie like 
The Avengers.
15. Go hiking in the Catskills Mountains... if  you’re not 
afraid of heights!

CHRISTOPHER BIRSAN ‘15
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 The BSGE Senior IB 
art exhibit is a main prod-
uct of those working on the 
IB art show in which art-
work is displayed, graded 
and sold through auction. 
The art show occurs every 
year in the month of April. 
However this year might 
be the last time because 
next year will be different. 
Students will submit work 
digitally online next year. 
According to Ms. McCabe, 
the teacher in charge of the 
show this year, “this will 
allow for there to be mul-
tiple art shows or exhibits 
at different times of the 
year. This is the last year 
in April but dates are set 
by IB.” The art show grand 
opening and reception, held 
on April 17th, went over 
extremely well. Students 
felt that it was very profes-
sional and the pieces were 
impressive, showed a lot of 
hard work. According to 
Robert Gajda in the tenth 
grade “I was surprised how 
many pieces each student 
had and I really loved how 
much color there was.  The 
finished pieces in the show 
are only part of the work 
the students completed 
during the 2-year course. 

In total students chose 12-
18 pieces to display. A big 
part of the IB art course is 
a sketchbook that contains 
written research and plans 
for their artwork. Pages 
are selected as part of their 
candidate record book and 
that is a big component of 
the IB art program. The 
Investigative Work Book, 
IWB, sketchbooks are es-
sential to the class but you 
don’t see evidence of that 
in the exhibit. A lot goes 
into the show; all artwork 
on exhibit is done dur-
ing two years beginning in 
junior year. The exam is 
more than just putting the 
art on display in school. In 
addition to the IWB and the 
works on display there are 
omitted works, not included 
in what the students sub-
mit. 
 Ms. McCabe is 
new to the school and on 
the stress of putting on the 
show she said, “I knew that 
it would be a lot of work 
to get the students orga-
nized. I tried to let them 
know as early as possible 
what would be expected. 
We started planning in 
February but there were 
preparations done at the 
last minute”. This art show 
was similar to previous 

shows she has been a part 
of. She shared “No mat-
ter how many art shows 
I’ve been a part of I still 
get excited by exhibiting 
student artwork.” Overall 
people were very pleased 
with how the show turned 
out. Ms. McCabe said 
“Several pieces stood out, 
definitely the work by Sofia 
Chelpon. She worked in 
many art forms in the last 
months and worked with 
new media.” Media is the 
plural for medium, another 
word for art form, such as 
sculpture or painting. There 
was, for many students “a 
big transformation over a 
short period of time includ-
ing several big ambitious 
projects within the last 
few months”-Ms. McCabe. 
Robert Gajda noticed this, 
“specifically the colorful 
elephants stand out.”  
The positive reviews of the 
art teachers were met by 
positive responses of those 
viewing the show. When at 
the show Francisco Bar-
ros, 10th grade, shared “I 
was impressed, there were 
many different artworks 
and they each had a dif-
ferent theme.” After seeing 
the show Francisco, who 
is an IB art candidate for 
next year, said, “I feel that 

a lot is expected of me, and 
that I have a high standard 
to meet because some of 
the art didn’t look like 
high school art but instead 
famous art.”  
 Students in the 
show worked hard to create 
the fun and often meaning-
ful pieces on display. Sofia 
Chelpon, one of the seniors 
presenting her art, went on 
a journey when making her 
art saying that she started 
making artwork at the 
beginning of junior year, 
but didn’t start making 
anything for the show until 
the end of last year. “When 
I stopped working with a 
theme and instead tried 
things outside my comfort 

zone, like linoleum when 
they ran out of canvas, I 
liked it and the end result 
more.” For future students 
in the IB Art program a les-
son to be learned from Sofia 
is to abandon a theme that 
you do not feel connected 
to as soon as possible. “I’m 
most proud of the work I 
started doing at the very 
end...Once I got the techni-
cal skill, it was much more 
rewarding to be able to 
paint what made me happy 
rather than having to worry 
about my theme.” she said. 
When working on the art 
it is clear that the students 
had fun with their assign-
ments and that those that 
enjoyed what they did it 

well. 
 Ms. Johnson has 
recently approved the 
Purchase Prize Award. The 
Art Department is pur-
chasing some of the senior 
artwork to become part of 
a developing permanent 
collection of BSGE art. The 
art is chosen not based on 
personal taste but on skill, 
development of artwork 
and mastery of medium 
as well as on developed, 
complex ideas expressed 
in the artwork. Stay tuned 
to see the art chosen in the 
Purchase Prize on display in 
the lobby!

BSGE’s 2012 IB Art Show
ARIEL TAUB ‘14

As the school year is 
wrapping up, seniors 
have some time to look 
back on the college ap-
plication process after 
submitting their final 
choices. They thought 
that one of the hardest 
parts of the process was 
the beginning of the 
school year. “The first 
few months of the col-
lege process, it’s really 
hard because you have 
all your college essays 
to do on top of all your 
schoolwork,” explained 
Sofia Chelpon ’12. 

However, for many, 
the offers they received 
made things even 

harder. “The hard-
est part for me was 
deciding where to go 
in the end, because I 
ended up having to 

choose between a lot of 
schools that I wanted 
to go to,” she added. 
Ram Bhadra ’12 felt 

that sometimes the 
results were difficult 
to accept. “I think the 
hardest part would be 
when you work so hard 

toward getting into a 
really good college, and 
you don’t get into your 
dream school,” he said.

One challenge seniors 
will face in the next 
few months is making 
the switch from high 
school to college. One 
thing they will miss 
about BSGE is the 
friendly environment. 
“I think I’m going to 
miss the smallness,” 
said Sofia, who will 
attend Hunter College 
next year. “Hunter is 
huge, and here every-
body knows you, and 
it’s really comfortable.” 
Ram agreed. “Every 
teacher I didn’t have 
a class with still knew 
my name. I could ask 
any teacher for help. 
I’m going to miss that.”

Some seniors felt that 
graduating from BSGE 
made them stand out 
to colleges. “They see 
that you come from a 
school with such high 
standards, and they see 
that you’re going to be 
a diploma candidate,” 
said Sofia. “It kind 
of gives you a certain 
amount of respect from 
the beginning, because 
no matter how bad you 
do in the IB, you’re 
still doing more work 
than a lot of people.”

The students had a lot 
of advice for next year’s 
seniors. They felt that 
money was an impor-

tant thing to keep in 
mind. “If you’re going 
to apply for scholar-
ships, apply as early 
as you can, and do 
as many as you can, 
because you don’t want 
to not go to a school 
you really want to go to 
because of money,” said 
Sofia. The seniors also 
urged future college ap-
plicants not to procras-
tinate. “Start preparing 
from junior year,” Ram 
advised. “Know what 
college you want to go 
to, not just one with a 
good name. See if they 
have programs you 
want, a good location 
and everything.”

Seniors Reflect on the College Application Process
by Maya Juman ‘16

“Every teacher I 
didn’t have a class 
with still knew my 
name. I could ask any 
teacher for help. I’m 
going to miss that.”
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It’s That Time of Year Again: 
MYP Personal Projects

Lina Rah-
mani: 
What’s your per-
sonal project about?
 The title is the 
positive aspects of 
arranged marriages 
and its changed 
over the coarse of 
the year but ulti-
mately that’s what 
it was, to break that 
negative stereotype 
that a lot of people 
have about it and 
show its positive 
aspects. 

What was the product of your personal project?
 The product was a website/blog where the audience is basically children and 
young adults and it’s very easy to look at, I broke it down so that there’s a little intro-
duction and then bullet points so it’s a blog basically.

What inspired you to do the project?
 Well, I’m from Afghanistan and my parents are in an arranged marriage, ba-

sically all my aunts 
and uncles are in 
arranged marriages 
and I’ve grown 
up with it. when I 
was younger, in the 
country we live in 
it’s not something 
common, you grow 
up and watch TV 
and everyone has 
a boyfriend and a 
girlfriend and from 
the country that I’m 
from in the Middle 
East, in Islam cul-
ture it’s not of the 
norm whatsoever 

so I was really confused when I was a kid. So I’m not supposed to have a boyfriend but 
everyone else does and I’m supposed to get married to someone I’ve never met before 
which isn’t necessarily the ideal arranged marriage, that’s not the case and as I got 
older I realized there are good and bad things of everything. My mom always told me 
to look at both sides of it, so that’s what I did. 

What was the hardest part of your project?
 The hardest part was finding what you want to accomplish. Over the summer 
you’ll get a packet about personal projects with guidelines of how to start and you’ll 
try to figure out what to do and you’ll say I really like basketball, I really like dance... 
At the end of the day you want to get a message across, and it’s hard figuring out what 
that message is. 

LauRen 
Ouaknine:
What’s your 
personal project 
about?
 I made a per-
sonal project that 
used film and 
cinematics to help 
kids memorize 
things they need 
for school. 

What was the 
product of your 
personal project?
 I wrote a script 

that incorporated information about forensics and I made a film out of it. 

What inspired you to do the project?
 Well I’ve always loved film and acting when I was little, and my parents 
didn’t want me in that atmosphere and industry when I was younger and wanted me 
to wait till I was older. But I loved it so much and didn’t want to wait so I thought if  
they didn’t let me in front of the camera, I’ll be behind the camera. Also having taken 
Forensics, I knew how much studying there was and I really didn’t like studying, I 
didn’t like repeating information over and over, it’s annoying to me. So I decided to 

take something I love to do with something I really don’t like to do and overall make it 
something I like to do. 

What was the hardest part of your project?
 Probably overcoming difficulties because a lot of the things you don’t ex-
pect things to go wrong and you always plan for the best but a lot of the times when 
problems would occur, it was really hard getting back out of it. I had a lot of technical 
difficulties because I was doing the video, so once my camera deleted all the film. And 
when I first wrote the script I hated it so I threw it away and had to do it all over again 

SebaStian aLi:
What’s your personal project about?
 I basically created a self designed rocket from personal specification. 

What was the product of your personal project?
 A rocket.

What inspired you to do the project?
 I remember when I was in the 3rd grade and I went to Toys R Us, easing up 
to the model rockets and I wanted one. I pleaded for my mother to get me one, and 
she reluctantly agreed. I never built it. I returned to the child’s play of my youth, 5 to 
7 years later I thought, hey wouldn’t it be cool to build something really awesome? So 
that inspired me.

What was the hardest part of your project?
 There were a lot of difficulties... But if  I had to say my greatest difficulty was 
finding out by myself how to put it all together, what I need to include in a rocket, 
what I need to do what, but the biggest one was that my rocket was too heavy for the 
motors, so I had to readjust my design by putting smaller rockets around my bigger 
rocket which caused a greater initial thrust off the ground.

LYDIA STETSON ‘15

Word froM the real World:

Jolijt Tamanaha
 Towards the end of my senior year at BSGE, one of my friends, Kristopher 
Kesoglides said: “college is what you make it.” Now that it is the end of my freshman 
year at Washington University in St. Louis, I can confidently say that he couldn’t have 
been more right. 
 Seniors, you can spend the next four years hating where you are. It’s easy, I’ll 
tell you how: arrive knowing you’re going to hate the school, judge your classmates 
immediately, and blame everyone else for everything that goes wrong. 
 Or you can spend the next four years indifferent to where you are. It’s even 
easier: don’t sign up for activities, only talk to people who talk to you, and take classes 
you know you’ll do well in. 
 Or you can spend the next four years loving where you are. That’s a lot 
harder and I can’t tell you how. But I can tell you that I love it at Wash U. 
Some people are unbearably strange and others are unbearably annoying. Some classes 
are so boring and others are so difficult. I’ve spent many weekends doing nothing but 
trying desperately to catch up on work.  Yet, I absolutely love it. I avoid the annoying 
people, entertain myself by staring at the strange people, drop the boring classes, and 
work through the difficult ones. I’ve made friends who are fascinating, loving, and 
fun. I’ve had amazing experiences. And I still get three more years.
 It’s not always sunshine and butterflies. Sometimes I love it less. Right now, 
I’m sick of studying for finals, sick of writing essays, and sick of my tiny dorm room. 
But it’s still only partially cloudy (please excuse my nauseatingly corny extended meta-
phor). 
 So Seniors, please don’t stress about where you’re going. You’ll love it if  you 
let yourself love it. Have a great summer everyone. And congratulations to the Seniors!
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2012 reGentS advice
Regents Test Calendar:
Wednesday, June 13th:
9:15 am - Global History 
& Geography
1:15 pm - Physical Set-
ting/Physics
1:15 pm -Science

Thursday, June 14th:
9:15  am = U.S. History 
and Government
1:15 pm - Integrated 
Algebra

Friday, June 15th:
9:15 am - Comprehensive 
English
1:15 pm - Physical Set-
ting/Earth Science

Monday, June 18th:
9:15 am - Global Studies
1:15 pm - Reading

Tuesday, June 19th:
9:15 am - Living Envi-
ronment
1:15 pm = Algebra 2/
Trigonometry
1:15 pm - History & Gov-
ernment

Wednesday, June 20th:
9:15 am - Geometry
1:15 pm - Physical Set-
ting/Chemistry
1:15 pm - Mathematics

Thursday, June 21st:
9:15 am - Writing

GOOD LUCK!

1. helpful reSourceS

Barrons Review Books: 
There are multiple companies that make review 
books for the Regents exams but the Barron’s 
review books are widely regarded as the best.  
For each subject you can but the “blue book” 
which reviews the course materials and a “red 
book” which is full of practice tests.  In a retail 
bookstore you can buy the combination of the 
two for about $20.

Regents Websites: 
New York State Education Department Regents 
Page
http://www.nysedregents.org/
This site contains each of the last 10 Regents 
exams given for each subject.  

Oswego City School District Regents Page
http://www.regentsprep.org/
What this site offers is a break down of each 
subject test into topics.  You can click a particu-
lar topic and it gives you a random spread of 
real Regents questions for that topic.  

Jefferson Math Project
http://www.jmap.org
This website does a very good job breaking 
down the Math Regents questions by topic.

3. hoW to Study for 
the reGentS

Familiarize yourself with the test: 
There are only so many questions that the 
Regents can ask and only so many ways they 
can ask it.  You will be able to see patterns and 
repeated questions the more practice questions 
you do.  The more familiar you are with the 
test, the better prepared you will be.  Here are 5 
helpful hints…

Take full practice tests:
You should take 3-4 full practice tests on your 
own and score yourself to see how you will do 
on the real test.  You can also analyze which 
types of questions and topics you need to work 
on.  Taking full practice tests will also help you 
get used to taking long exams.

When you’re done taking a practice test, 
score it and review what you got wrong:
Far too often, students mark questions right 
or wrong and then never look at the questions 
again.  Look at the questions you got wrong or 
were not sure about and figure out why you got 
the question wrong.  Remember, there are only 
a limited number of ideas they can test you on.

Break questions down by topic:
There are some topics you know better than 
others so you should identify the topics you 
need help with and focus your attention on 
those.  Taking and analyzing full practice tests 
should help you figure out what you need the 
most work on.

Look at sample essays: (For English 
and History Regents):
In Regents review books and regents websites, 
you can find sample essays that are scored and 
explained.  Look at samples to see exactly what 
graders are looking for and the best ways to 
gain points. 
 
Go to your teacher’s Regents help ses-
sions:
Whether they are after school, sixth period or 
by appointment, go!  Your teachers are experts 
in their subjects and experts on the tests.  Use 
their knowledge to your advantage.

2. General Study tipS

Being an effective learner requires you to find 
effective ways to study.  This could be develop-
ing time management skills or working on 
better memorization skills.  There is no one size 
fits all approach to learning and so you need 
to find the best way that works for you.  There 
are mnemonic devices, rhymes, flash cards, etc.  
Find a nice list of study techniques on the fol-
lowing site.

http://www.howtostudy.org/
This site has a great section listed under “re-
sources” to help give you ideas about how to 
study and prepare for tests.

4. approacheS When 
takinG the teSt
Use the time given:
You are given 3 hours to take each Regents 
exam but students rarely use all of that time.  
Be careful and deliberate and do not make any 
mistakes because you rushed through the exam.

Rephrase the questions: 
Just because you read a question does not mean 
that you understand what it is asking you.  Al-
ways take a moment to put the question in your 
own words and understand what they’re asking 
you to do.

Cover the answer choices and speak for 
yourself: (Not for Math)
Multiple choice questions are often designed 
to confuse you by the choices they give.  Don’t 
let them confuse you.  After you know what 
they are asking you, cover the answer choices 
and first try to come up with what you think the 
answer is and then look at the answer choices.

Process of elimination: 
As you go through the answer choices with an 
idea of what you’re looking for, cross off the 
answer choices that are definitely wrong and 
keep what could possibly be the answer.  DO 
NOT cross off answer choices if you don’t 
know what they are talking about.  After you’ve 
gone through the answer choices once, see 
what’s left, keep crossing off until you’re down 
to one. 

Answer all of the questions and guess 
aggressively:
Don’t ever leave a multiple choice question 
blank.  You will be marked incorrect for a 
blank 
response.  You have a 25% chance of getting a 
question right if you randomly guess so choose 
your favorite letter.  (I like choice “A”)

Make outlines for essays:
You have a lot of time to take this test, use some 
of it to get your thoughts in order before you 
write.

Back solving and using the answer 
choices 
(math and science): 
Sometimes you are unsure how to answer a 
math question the way it is given.  Sometimes 
you look at the answer choices to help you 
either solve the question or at least eliminate 
some obviously wrong answers.

Be Relaxed:  
The better prepared you are, the more comfort-
able you will be while taking the test. 
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Beatrice Mcaviney ‘16: Hunger Games because of the 
adventure and because Harry Potter is so much less 
dramatic.

Mahaut Brooks ‘16: Harry Potter because it’s the most 
original; there are too many vampire things...and Hun-
ger Games doesn’t have enough fantasy for me.

Alicia Saleh ‘12: Harry Potter because I think it gives the 
best themes: friendship, loyalty, bravery and all that.

Mason Gregoire ‘14 and Raymond Fu ‘14: Twilight be-
cause it’s obviously the best love story of our time, and 
there is that ‘brolic’ guy Emmett... that is one hot piece 
of man, and Kristen Stewart is in it... and Edward Cul-
len is mad sexy. And Jacob... have you seen his muscles?

The Buzz:
The Harry Potter Series, The Twi-
light Saga, or The Hunger Games 

Triology?

Interview and Photo Credit: Isabel Castro ‘14

Cartoon by Mahaut Brooks ‘16

Congratulations to the girls softball team on finishing their recent season!



May/June 2012        BSGE’s OfficialBuzz                Page 12

entertainMent 
Ana and 

MeganWith

 

 Happy Hunger Games! But was it really, though? Last month marked the big screen premiere of Harry Potter 2.0- err, the Hunger Games, and people went capital C 
crazy. I couldn’t walk through the hallways without hearing “OMG HUNGER GAMES” or something about how “hot” Josh Hutcherson is. People were staying up all night to 
watch the midnight premiere and hustling to read the whole series before the movie came out, which seems a little counter-productive to me- if  you’re not already a fan of the 
books, why not just wait a week to see what happens in the movie? Why put in the extra effort to read the books super fast when you can just watch it and be surprised? But I 
digress. For some reason, I never got into the Hunger Games like most people did. Yes, I did read the first two books, and I did get pretty excited to watch the movie, but I was 
never a hardcore fan of it. I think my expectations, of both the books and the movie, were what led to my ambivalence towards the whole series. 
 But about the movie. The first problem I had with it was with its shaky camera work. Seriously, I spent half the movie with a raging headache and whiplash because 
whoever was holding the camera was suffering through a two and a half hour seizure. An eighty million dollar budget and they couldn’t afford a goddamn tripod or something. 
The second problem I had with it was the pacing. The movie seemed too slow at times when it should have been fast, and too fast when it should have been slow. Some scenes 
seemed to drag on and on, while other scenes were over before they even fully got started. The cave scene, for instance. I didn’t even realize when it ended because nothing hap-
pened. It took all of two seconds, even though it was a large part of the book, which should have been transferred into the movie. 
It also bothered me how much they took out of the book. Some characters were completely cut out, like Madge, even though they were semi-relevant to the plot of the story. 
Again, this should have been transferred better into the movie, and it would have taken maybe a minute to explain, which wouldn’t have done anything to the duration of the 
movie. Did they think like, “Hey, this movie would be too long if  we included this one minute long scene, but if  we cut it out, it’s perfect”? And Gale. He was a huge part of the 
series, and he spent all of the first movie looking up at a screen and looking angsty. They also cut out a lot of what attracted people to the books. The violence wasn’t that vio-
lent, the romance wasn’t that romance-y, the characters weren’t as well developed as they were in the book. 
All that being said, I did like the movie. Not as much as other people did, and not as much as the book, which I still didn’t like as much as other people did, but it was pretty 
good regardless. Not excellent, not fantastic, just pretty good. And still not as good as Harry Potter, but maybe that’s too much to ask from them.  

The Hunger Games!
ANA MILJAK ‘14

 

 BSGE’s very own, Lily Brickman who also goes 
under the alias of Lily Berlin on stage, is an up and com-
ing young artist. Her rendition of “Someone Like You” by 
Adele has gotten over thirty thousand views on YouTube 
alone and it doesn’t stop there.  Recently, Lily’s video 
was featured on an Italian Newscast a few months back 
Lily began singing when she was in fourth grade. She 
joined her schools chorus group and from there her love 
for music blossomed. Lily explains that she loved sing-
ing from then on and it became a little hobby of hers. 
“I didn’t sing for anyone, or for anything. It was pretty 
surprising how I just began to love it, so suddenly. From 
fourth grade on, it was my number one passion,” Lily 
said when asked why she began singing.
 Most young artists have an idol- someone they 
admire and look up to for inspiration or just because 
they’re amazing people. Lily is no exception to this 
pattern. Her favorite artist is Adele. “She has an amaz-
ing voice, and she sings about meaningful things. The 
majority of the songs I sing are hers. I’ve seen interviews 
with her; and she has an amazing personality, too. She’s 
funny, and smart. She’s a fantastic role model for people 
of all ages.” But Lily doesn’t just like the Pop/Rock genre 
(which is what Adele’s album “21” is classified under) 
she’s interested in a variety of genres. I’m a fan of all 
genres. There are some pop songs that are amazing to 
sing to, while others are just too auto tuned, and they’re 
not really good for singing. There are many country 
songs (mainly Taylor Swift) that are pretty catchy and 
that I love to sing. I often sing Christina Aguilera, too, and 
she sings all genres. Overall, I stick to pop and country, 
they’re really fun and good to sing to.”

 Some might wonder where the stage name “Lily 
Berlin” came from. Lily says, “The stage name I use is 
Lily Berlin. For starters, I was born in Berlin, Germany. I 
didn’t want to put my real name for thousands of people 
to see, and my parents weren’t all for it, either. My mom 
and I thought about various names: Lily Brook, Lily 
Bloom, Lily Belle, and Lily Blume (German for flower). 
We searched all of these names on Google, and all were 
taken for either a company or a person. We then came 
up with Lily Berlin, and at first, I had had my doubts. It 
sounded really cheesy to me. 
Then I kept thinking about it, 
and then I thought it wasn’t 
so bad. My mom eventually 
persuaded me to use it. The 
video was going to be ready in 
two days, and I couldn’t think 
of anything else. In the end, I 
gave in.” Lily’s music video was 
created in less than three days 
and was shot by a professional 
videographer. She says she 
was opting for a much more 
simple video in which she sang 
in a recording studio, but the 
lighting was completely off and 
the footage they had wasn’t 
completely usable. Her mom 
had then hired a professional 
to shoot the video, which took 
much less time and enhanced 
the quality substantially.
 An Italian Newscast 
eventually got a hold of the 

video and featured Lily as an international up and com-
ing artist. Lily didn’t do much to “advertise” her video 
though. She did not send it to the show and asked to be 
featured, the newscast managed to stumble onto it on 
their own. Lily did share her video on social networking 
sites such as Facebook and Myspace, which did haul in 
attention from her friends and family. Congratulations 
Lily for your small step to success.

MEGAN MEHTA ‘14

Lily Berlin, BSGE’s Youtube Star


