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Helping Hands: Child Sex 
Trafficking Initiative

You might have noticed flyers for Helping Hands’ new 
initiative – child sex trafficking – around the school. 
The Somaly Mam foundation was made famous in a 
documentary called Half the Sky, shown on PBS, which 
highlighted various women’s issues internationally. This 
particular organization works with girls and women in 
Cambodia, who are kidnapped from their families and 
sold to brothels as young as 3 years old. Cambodia has 
a huge illegal sex trafficking industry, which generates 
$500 million a year. The woman who created the foun-
dation is Somaly Mam, who is a survivor of sex traffick-
ing herself. She helps to rescue, educate, rehabilitate, 
and train young victims.
Helping Hands decided to create a big initiative to focus 
on this year, and chose to donate to this foundation. The 
committee wants to raise at least $3000, which is the 
cost to rescue, shelter, and send to college a woman or 
girl who has survived sex slavery. She is taught tech-
niques such as sewing and weaving, which can help her 
find job opportunities and return to the community. To 
accomplish this goal, Helping Hands is asking each ad-
visory to raise $200 by March 8th. If  the committee ex-
ceeds the goal, it’s possible our money could help other 
survivors, too, not just one. Even though this may seem 
like just another cause to hold a bake sale for, think 
about the life (or lives) that your brownie and cupcake 
sales will change, and very likely save.
To learn more about this organization and other related 
ones, visit: somalymam.org and halftheskymovement.org

MAYA JUMAN ‘16

BSGE Moves to Bigger Testing 
Space for 7th Grade Applicants 

On Monday, January 28th more than 550 sixth grad-
ers sat down for an admissions test at William Cullen 
Bryant High School in Long Island City to apply for the 
BSGE’s class of 2019. This is the first time that BSGE has 
had to relocate for the admissions exam because of lack 
of space due to the record number of applicants. The 
increase students applying is a sign of how BSGE has 
become a lot more recognized, perhaps because of our 
#1 Best High School in NY Ranking from last year, or 
because we’ve been established for ten years. It’s pos-
sible that in the future, BSGE students will no longer have 
to shyly that “It’s a small school, you probably haven’t 
heard of it…” when people ask which high school they 
attend. One can dream.

The 6th graders filed into the high 
school to find their rooms, fill out con-
tact info and then complete an exam for 
both Mathematics and English Reading 
Comprehension in one hour. One sixth 
grader, a younger sibling to  a current 
BSGE student said that the Math part of 
the test was “really hard”.

BSGE’s increasing popularity can be 
seen as both positive and negative. 
Some of these factors include the more 
competitive application process. With 
more and more applicants and still only 
approximately 80 seats available, ap-
plication administrators for BSGE will 
be a lot more strict. Now report cards 

grades, test scores and bubbled in answers are more val-
ued and prioritized in order to allow the school to whittle 
the numer of applicants from 550 applicants to 80.

At BSGE’s past open houses, Principal Kelly Johnson 
has said that this school is different from Stuyvesant, or 
Hunter, or Bronx Science because of our relaxed envi-
ronment and very intimate atmosphere. BSGE has always 
been unique in its genuine care and attention towards 
the characters of BSGE applicants,who would made 
successful IB learners and work well into its “family.” 
While the increasing popularity of the school has already 
changed the admissions process we are left to wonder 
whether the values that BSGE has prioritzed and embod-
ied will change and whether the high U.S News ranking 
will change the school’s nature. 

LYDIA STETSON ‘15

In January, BSGE’s seniors went to Honors Haven Resort for the Senior Trip. More pictures on page 7. 
Photo credit: Jennifer Dikes

Senior Trip 
Pictures p7

Panera Bread’s 
Discriminatory Policy p3

Teacher of the 
Month p5

Congratulations Mr.Virge Ramos on the 
birth of his second child, Nayla Beth 
Ramos!
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A Deeper Look into Cheating at BSGE

During all the years that 
they have been students in 
BSGE, the current sopho-
mores have faced many 
incidents of plagiarism on 
assignments such as essays, 
exams and tests.  However, 
these examples of academic 
dishonesty are problems 
that extend to all grades in 
BSGE. At any moment dur-
ing any one of the lunch 
periods you can see stu-
dents of any grade cheat-
ing on their assignments. 
Questioning why students 
cheat is an extremely vague 
inquiry for a rather com-
plex issue.

Teachers such as Mon-
sieur Rajiv do have ideas 
as to why students resort 
to academic dishonesty. 
He claims, “There are two 
types of cheaters: Those 
who cannot understand the 
work and see it as an easy 
way out and those who just 
don’t care and are there 
to see what they could get 
away with”. Monsieur Rajiv 
also seems to believe that 
cheating is in fact a sign 
of underlying issues that 
extend to core values or 
lack thereof. It is a sign of 
dishonesty, deceitfulness or 
in some cases, insecurity. 
On the other hand, stu-
dents seem to have differing 
beliefs that place responsi-
bilities equally on teachers 
and the school’s academic 
structure. A simple change 
teachers can make that 
could possibly curb the 
trend of academic dishon-
esty is to provide a forum 
for students to be able to 
seek help for their work, 
therefore aiding them in 

understanding the material.  
As a result, if  students feel 
that they understand the 
material then they would 
not feel the aforementioned 
insecurities that could lead 
to cheating on their assign-
ments.

Yet this isn’t the end of 
changes that students think 
could be made. A student 
who has cheated in the past 
stated, “I did not want to 
exert energy into meaning-
less homework that would 
not aid me throughout life 
in any way”. Even teachers 
happen to agree with this 
idea. Some of the respon-
sibility in keeping students 
motivated to complete 
their own work falls on the 
teacher in terms of assign-
ing meaningful assign-
ments. As Monsieur Rajiv 
put it, “Assigning meaning-
ful work that clearly shows 
how it will benefit the 
student’s knowledge of the 
subject material is also very 
important”.

Another prominent view 
among students is that 
there has been an incred-
ible amount of pressure 
put on students to achieve 
exemplary grades. The 
pressure placed on students 
could possibly mix up the 
priorities among students. 
Aamel Unia ’15 said, “I 
think the reason why stu-
dents cheat is because they 
think that getting better 
grades is more important 
than academic integrity and 
honesty.” BSGE is a school 
that requires more than 
the standard in academics, 
which means that making a 
shift from grades being the 
most important to making 

reaching an understand-
ing of the material most 
significant would require a 
lot of effort. Yet simple acts 
such as letting the student 
know that working on 
understanding the material 
on their own can be both 
much more rewarding and 
much more beneficial than 
getting a high grade on 
material that is not under-
stood.

Even though cheating 
at first may seem like a 
short-term response to a 
necessity to complete and 
exceed expectations on 
an assignment, the dis-
honesty involved with it 
affects everyone. Besides 
direct repercussions such 
as not receiving credit for 
the assignment as well as 
being subject to disciplin-
ary measures, there is a 
deep underlying effect on 
the student’s reputation. 
Not only will their act of 
dishonesty be placed on 
their transcripts, which will 
be viewed by universities, it 
also leaves a dark mark on 
how they are viewed by the 
teachers.  This negative per-
ception can unfortunately 
even dip to those who did 
not cheat. It can extend to 
their classmates or in situa-
tions like the sophomores’, 
extend to the entire grade. 
Due to the many incidents 

of academic dishonesty 
that occurred last year the 
then freshmen and current 
sophomores are now forced 
to deal with a reputation 
of being a grade that is 
academically dishonest, 
or at least more so than 
others. When asked about 
the grade’s reputation, 
Ian Ryding ’15 said “Our 
grade’s reputation makes 
my life harder in the sense 
that it can break down 
the relationship between 
teacher and student and 
turn great teachers sour. It 
also makes teachers more 
wary and less likely to trust 
our grade which makes 
my experiences more ag-
gravating.” Assuming that 
all the sophomores are 
academically dishonest is 
clearly an unfair assump-
tion, as is assuming that the 
sophomores are the only 
grade that cheats. Although 
cheating can be viewed as 
a black and white example 
of dishonesty, it is in fact 
a complex response to a 
lack of values, which can 
be avoided at many steps 
along the way. Academic 
dishonesty can also create 
a ripple effect that touches 
everyone, creating a mark 
on the relationship between 
students and teachers, as 
shown with BSGE’s current 
sophomores.

ANDRES GOMEZ ‘15

Photo credit: http://www.personal.psu.edu/

In past years, 8th grade students in other schools who 
applied for 9th grade at BSGE were put through a similar 
selection process as prospective 7th graders: a test and 
an interview. Students were also asked to submit a rec-
ommendation, and copies of their report cards and stan-
dardized test grades. However, the number of students 
applying to BSGE for high school in the past several years 
has increased a lot. Due to the sudden demand, there 
is no test or interview for those applying for 9th grade 
anymore. Instead, they are judged and offered admission 
solely based on their grades in four subjects (math, eng-
lish, social studies, and science), standardized test scores, 
and attendance record.

So why is there a sudden increase in applicants? BSGE, 
which is still a relatively new school, has become well-
known in the last few years. In the spring of 2012, U.S. 
News and World Report ranked BSGE as the top high 
school in the state, and #21 on a list of national high 
schools. This publicity might explain the significantly 
larger number of applicants. According to BSGE guid-
ance counselor, Tim David-Lang, this year for 9th grade 
alone “over a thousand students ranked BSGE as one of 
their desired schools.” This skyrocketing number of ap-
plicants would make administering and grading admis-
sions tests very difficult. Therefore, there is no longer an 
entrance test, and not even a recommendation - BSGE 
does not have the capacity to go through all of them 
and rank them. Instead, the “DOE computers create 
matches.” The number of high school spots available 

in BSGE is determined by the number of current eighth 
graders who will transfer from BSGE this year. “Based 
on the number of vacancies, BSGE will receive what is 
likely to be only a handful of students as newly entering 
9th graders,” he explained. This means that BSGE will 
have a very low acceptance rate this year, with probably 
less than 2% of the applicants gaining admission for high 
school.

Many new 9th graders believe that compared to their 
admission process last year, the new system makes it un-
fairly easy for current 8th graders to get in. Last year, 9th 
grade candidates took a test to get in. “The test was hard, 
I’m not going to lie,” Khalid Ali ‘16 remembers. With a 
“no test, no interview” policy, getting into BSGE in 9th 
grade will be a breeze for anyone with good grades. “It’s 
easy for someone from an “easy” school to get in,” he 
added.

The new admissions process raises an interesting ques-
tion. Are grades from middle school enough to deter-
mine whether BSGE is the right school for a student? A 
95 in another school will probably not translate to a 95 
in BSGE. Previously, with tests, interviews and teacher 
recommendations, there was more criteria for the school 
to consider when looking at high school candidates. Now 
there are only grades, making us wonder how much a 
single number can tell you about a student.

New 9th Grade Admissions 
Process: No More Test!

MAYA JUMAN ‘16
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Panera, a cafe located on 
35th Avenue, is where 
students normally like to 
rendezvous after school. 
Its convenient location 
near the school makes it 
a short walk away, and its 
plush chairs and good food 
make it an inviting place 
for conversation. However, 
plastered on the glass front 
of the store these days is a 
sign that actually prohibits 
any socialization–for kids, 
that is. The sign states a 
new policy that Monday 
through Friday after 3pm, 
people under the age of 18 
are not allowed to enter 
without an adult. “This 
is the only Panera in the 
whole chain that has this 
rule,” Sofia Caraballo ‘16 
noticed. “There are four 
schools around Panera and 
we are the main source of 
money for them. They’re 
going to lose their busi-
ness.”

On December 7th 2012, 
several groups of students 
from BSGE tried to hang 
out at Panera after school, 
something that they would 
typically do every other Fri-
day. The rules have clearly 
changed, because they were 
not permitted to enter. The 
sign was stuck outside for 
as long as anyone could 
remember, but as usual the 
students ignored the sign, 
pretended to be illiterate 

and walked 
right in. It 
didn’t work 
this time 
around, 
because 
the store 
manager is 
no longer 
being le-
nient and he 
is enforcing 
the policy 
with rigor. 
“It wasn’t 
even three 
o’ clock yet 
and they 
wouldn’t 
let us in,” 
said Bea-
trice McAviney ‘16. “They 
wouldn’t even let us go in 
to just order and leave.”

To explain their ban on 
teens, Panera reported 
a recent incident when 
teenagers from a neighbor-
ing school were caught 
smoking marijuana in the 
bathroom. “Maybe they’re 
watching out for custom-
ers’ safety–they don’t want 
us disturbing the peace 
in their restaurant,” said 
Natalia Belchikov ‘16. Kids 
in general tend to be more 
rowdy in public places 
than adults, but some view 
Panera’s reason for enforc-
ing the policy as a form of 
ageist discrimination.

“The thing is, they’re doing 
this to us because we’re 

kids and seen as power-
less. If  an adult was caught 
smoking weed in the 
bathroom, they wouldn’t 
be able to ban all adults,” 
said Brianna Carty ‘16. 
Furthermore, banning all 
teens just because a few 
used illegal drugs on the 
premise sends a message of 
what they think of teens in 
general. “It’s discrimina-
tory; it’s just like saying ‘all 
black people can’t come in 
because all black people 
take drugs,’ which is racist 
and not true,” said Mahaut 
Brooks ’16. “Just because 
one teenager smoked weed 
in the bathroom, doesn’t 
mean that all teenagers 
smoke weed and will go to 
the cafe for that reason.”

Panera Bread’s 
Discriminatory Policy

VIVIAN YAN ‘16

Many students face a financial burden applying to college. Not only is the price of at-
tending college really expensive, but the process of applying is too. Students may rack 
up a huge bill before they even get to college.

Each college charges an application fee. This fee can range from $35 to $80 per ap-
plication. On top of this, the college board charges you $9.50 to send your SAT scores 
to each college you apply to. If  you need your results rushed, they charge an extra $27 
for that. Sending ACT scores is $10 per college you send it to. The fee for taking stan-
dardized tests is very high as well. The ACT is $35 per time you take it, and the SAT is 
$50. If  you want to take the subject SATs, the price ranges from $35-$46. Fee waivers 
are available for both the SAT and ACT for students who are eligible.  SAT prep is also 
something that, though not technically necessary, is very highly recommended for 
maximum success on the test. SAT prep starts at $500 and can go into the thousands, 
depending on where you go and how long your course is. For students who are unable 
to pay for professional tutoring, books are available for self-studying. The fee for IB 
tests range from $200-$600. For students who receive free or reduced lunch, the price 
is a bit less, but it is still quite expensive.

Senior dues can leave a dent in many students’ pockets as well. Senior dues are $235; 
this includes a graduation cap and gown, senior photos, a yearbook, a senior T-shirt, 
a diploma cover, and senior breakfast. Important senior year milestones, such as prom 
and the senior trip, are also expensive. A ticket to prom is $65 per person (and per 
guest), and can even go up to $85 if  the prom is held on a Friday. The senior trip costs 
$269-$279 per person. Fortunately, these prices can be reduced if the junior/senior 
councils raise a lot of money. The more money that the grade raises together, the less 
each individual person will have to pay. Participation in grade councils can assure that 
senior dues will be as low as possible.

Overall, junior and senior year are not only very stressful, but very expensive. Talk to 
your parents as soon as possible to make sure that you have a payment plan for those 
years; if  you are unable to pay for something, talk to a teacher or staff member about 
any possible solutions.

How Much Does it Cost 
to Apply to College?

ANA MILJAK ‘14

New Lunch Spot 
Near BSGE
What was once sketchy warehouses and vacant hair salons, the borders of Astoria 
evolves into trendy cafes and restaurants with the first step of Savory Foods Café 
opening.

Located on 36th Avenue, the European patisserie café is an ideal spot for customers to 
drop in for their recommended coffee and chocolate flavored macaroons, cappuccinos 
and napoleons.

A block away from UA Kaufman movie theater, the Museum of Moving Image and 
Frank Sinatra School of the Arts, Savory Cafe welcomes a wide variety of customers 
that range from high school students to Astoria residents and young couples.

Andres Gomez, a student at the Baccalaureate School for Global Education located a 
block away, is hopeful for the new bakery’s success.

“The food was great and I love the interior set up,” Gomez said. “I felt like the overall 
ambiance provides a perfect location for a casual after school hang out spot.”

When entering the café; it is the array of mouth watering desserts behind glass, the 
three-seated set up of their sleek and spatial counter and visible kitchen, ornamented 
with hanging whisks and rolling pins where staff members bake fresh desserts and 
breads every morning, that sets the classic bakery atmosphere.

This is the first bakery for the ambitious manager, Dris Labadi, to solely open which he 
is extremely excited about. Although born and raised in Morocco, Labadi has learned 
the skills of major patisseries and worked various places around the world, from Paris 
to Saudi Arabia, perfecting his baker‘s trade. He has worked in various bakeries and 
patisseries, including “Noisette Pastries” on Steinway that he is actively a part of.

One of Labadi’s dreams has always been to open his own bakery in Manhattan, but 
due to the current cost of rent that has been escalating over the years, he has made a 
home out of Astoria for Savory Cafe.

Surprisingly, the current economy has not repressed his goals in any way.

In fact, little changes, such as branching Savory Café out to the food truck market has 
helped him reach his dream, to which Labadi explains he will be setting up various 
food trucks in Manhattan and Queens to serve coffee, tea, pastries and breads that 
busy New Yorkers can quickly pick up on the go.

“I want to bring more people to go into the carts in the city, I know push carts have 
been very popular lately,” Labadi elaborated.

You can see the lined pushcarts sporting the Savory Cafe logo from across the street 
of the bakery, just waiting to begin, however pushcarts aren’t the only things Labadi is 
planning to do.

After the café gets a firm grounding, he intends to purchase and create more space in 
the back of the café so customers will be able to sit down and relax with treats and a 
macchiato. The ambition never stops for Labadi, and it is evident through his steady 
successes at Savory Cafe in there barely three weeks of opening.

If  you’re in the neighborhood, or not in the neighborhood, either way, to check out 
this recently established bakery it is a must.

In response to the 
question of what 
is the best item at 
Savory Cafe, Labadi 
confidently replied 
with a smile, “The 
macaroons are 
good, the cakes are 
good. Everything is 
good!” He couldn’t 
have said it any 
better.

Savory Cafe also 
offers special occa-
sion cakes that cus-
tomers can order 
to their preference 
by telephone or in 
person. Next week 
they’ll be starting 
their packaged sal-
ads and sandwiches 
that maintain their 
fresh taste, but now 
in an even more 
convenient way

LYDIA STETSON ‘15
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Personal Projects from 
BSGE’s Sophomores
In order to complete the Middle Years Program, the 10th graders are required to do 
the Personal Project. The Personal Project is an independent project that gives each of 
the 10th grade students the freedom to choose or create a topic of their choice and in-
terest. The Personal Project process begins in the summer after the 9th grade where the 
students use the summer break to brainstorm topics and begin initial research on their 
topic. The 10th graders are also required to incorporate two of the four Areas of In-
teraction into their projects. The Personal Project process is organized into four phases; 
the planning stage, the research stage, the creation stage and the reflection stage. The 
completion of the Personal Projects takes up the majority of the 10th grade year. The 
10th graders are given time in advisory to work on their projects but they are expected 
to work on a majority of their projects at home. The 10th graders are also required to 
have a process journal so they can document their Personal Project process. The 10th 
graders, after completing the product for their Personal Project, have to present their 
Personal Projects to the 7th, 8th and 9th graders. A few 10th graders were interviewed 
about their Personal Projects and how they are handling the process so far.

Name: Grace Camia

1)    Personal Project topic?
Comic Books vs. Reality

2)    Why did you choose this topic?
“I got the inspiration for the idea when one of 
my friends asked if  we could do a comic book 
together. I took this idea a step further to see if  
I can incorporate some personal aspect in order 
to create a personal project topic around it. I 
wanted to show how the perception of superhe-
roes changes with age and how everyday people 
could be superheroes. I decided to incorporate the 

teachers into my comic book idea and turn them into superheroes and give them pow-
ers so I could show that everybody has something special about them.”

3)    How is the Personal Project process going? Is it 
challenging or easy? Why?
“I’m a little behind schedule and I still have a lot to 
do in creating a functional story and developing the 
comic book. It’s also stressful and overwhelming to 
try to make everything look nice and presentable. I 
just want to have a good Personal Project after doing 
all this research and work for it.”

4)    What has been the hardest part of the process so 
far?
“I think the hardest part for me was having my su-
pervisor changed. The benefit of having my supervi-
sor changed was that I got the experience of hav-
ing two different supervisors and having multiples 
insights and points of view on how I could improve my Personal Project. But it was 
challenging and confusing in the sense where I received different, opposing advice on 
what should be done for my project.”

5)    Is there anything that you have enjoyed or liked about the Personal Project so far?
“At first, the Personal Project seemed intimidating since we started talking more about 
college and how we have to become more independent. But I like my Personal Project 
topic and the concept of how I can be creative with it and make my own choices when 
creating my own comic book. I’m also hoping that my presentation will turn out well!”

Name: Nahin Ferdousi

1)    Personal Project topic?
Symbolism of Henna

2)    Why did you choose this topic?
“Henna is a part of my culture and has been a part of my family so I wanted to learn 
more about the designs and the significance of Henna.”

3)    How is the Personal Project process going? Is it challenging or easy? Why?
“I actually finished my Personal Project already. I started doing the research and work 
for my Personal Project in the summer and I also made my own designs. Throughout 
the school year, I kept designing Henna, working on my Personal Project and doing any 
necessary research for it.”

4)    What has been the hardest part of the 
process so far?
“The hardest part was conducting all the 
research, as well as gathering and collecting 
all of the information I found on my topic 
and organizing it all according to what was 
relevant and necessary for my Personal 
Project.”

5)    Is there anything that you have enjoyed 
or liked about the Personal Project so far?
“I like the concept of no limitations and the 
freedom to make our own decisions and 
choices. We can do whatever we want with our projects. I also enjoy the creativity of 
my Personal Project and making my own Henna designs.”

Name: Andrea Soto

1)    Personal Project topic?
Flamenco Dancing

2)    Why did you choose this topic?
“I was inspired by my Spanish culture and I wanted to look deeper into what Flamenco 
dancing is.”

3)    How is the Personal Project process going? Is it challenging or easy? Why?
“So far, the Personal Project process is going well. I have been taking Flamenco dance 
classes for my Personal Project. I started a majority of the Personal Project in Septem-
ber and I am still currently working on it.”

4)    What has been the hardest part of the process so far?
“Being patient because I get easily frustrated with how much work, time and effort 
goes into doing and completing the Personal Project.”

5)    Is there anything that you have enjoyed or liked about the Personal Project so far?
“I really enjoy learning how to Flamenco dance as it’s a very cultural dance. I also feel 
a great personal connection to my Personal Project topic since I am doing something 
that is true to me. I think that learning how to Flamenco dance and feeling a personal 
connection to my topic is the greatest part about doing the Personal Project.”

RITIKA KARNIK ‘14

On Friday, March 8th, a visiting artist, Patricia Silva, came to BSGE and talked about her creation process as a working artist. Silva studied photog-
raphy at the School of Visual Arts, and now works in a variety of mediums, including photography and film, and writes critiques and articles for art 

publications. We viewed a couple of her collections of work, and discussed her ideas and how she developed them. She reflected on her process of creat-
ing work, which to students taking IB art seemed very similar to the processes we take in class. She described her work as an exploration of the rela-

tionships between opposing forces. Her visit provided the attending students with an insight into how a working artist creates art, as well as inspiration 
to their own work. 

Photo credit: Ana Miljak, Ms. McCabe
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teaCher of the Month:

Michael Mehan
1.) What is your cultural background?

I am actually fifth- or sixth-generation American. My mother is working out the 
specifics but I do know that I have mostly Irish ancestry with a bit of English/French 
thrown into the mix.

2.) Where did you grow up?

I grew up in a very small town, Stillwater, in Upstate NY outside of Albany/Saratoga.

3.) What was your childhood like?

Since it was a small town, everyone knew each other, much like BSGE. We spent a lot 
of time just hanging outside at bonfires/cookouts, playing games, or just sitting on the 
banks of the Hudson (it’s much narrower up north). I ended graduating with 75 oth-
ers in the only high school in town.

4.) When did you decide to be a teacher?

I remember during playing school when I was little and ‘teaching’ imaginary students 
(4th grade history/geography). My sixth grade math teacher, Mrs. Alston, helped 
increase my interest in math because of her ways of engagement and motivation. We 
actually now meet and talk about our math curricula as she now teaches eighth grade. 
Much of my own style of teaching is reflective of what I experienced in her classroom 
as well as a few others. I also remember writing and often revising my college applica-
tion essay for the teacher training program at Elmira College. My English teacher, Mr. 
DiPrimio, introduced me to the awesome word “hone” which I still use often.

5.) Where did you teach before BSGE?

I taught seventh grade math for a number of years at a K-8 school in Manhattan. I felt 
I was not learning enough as a teacher and transferred to cover a math 6th/7th grade 
math position at Halsey while another teacher took a year off. Since the person re-
turned, I ended up covering a program at Russell Sage.

6.) How do you like BSGE? Favorite thing about it? Least favorite thing about it?

I love working with the students at BSGE. They know when to be serious and yet when 
it is okay to joke around. The toughest part is the amount of preparation needed for 
the style of teaching. A lot of flexibility is also needed. The staff at BSGE is awesome as 
I’ve had the chance to work with them on a variety of projects for the school. I am very 
fortunate to be working at BSGE because of the environment, its reputation, as well as 
its location.

7.) What was it 
like in your first 
year of teaching? 
Was transitioning 
to an IB school dif-
ficult?

Although it is 
very intimidating 
to transition into 
BSGE, it was won-
derful to see that 
one of my former 
sixth graders was 
to be in my eighth 
grade class, while 
four others were 
also students here. 
I also saw some 
familiar faces in 
my seventh grade 
classes from Sage. 
This was very mo-
tivating for the first 
day of school. Even 
then, I still had to 
“hone” my skills 
and acclimate to 
the more advanced 
style of teaching as 
well as the con-
densed curricula.

8.) You seem to be very involved in student activities. What are some of them and why 
are you so involved?

Yearbook was an obvious choice as I was editor of my high school yearbook. Layout 
design was something I became increasingly interested in during the four years of col-
lege working on the yearbook and also being editor-in-chief of the newspaper. I also 
was encouraged to start a math club comparable to the high school club ran by Jim 
Napolitano. This provides 7th and 8th graders to the opportunity to see a different side 
of math while having fun. After competing in in-house competitions throughout the 
year, some students will have the chance to compete as a team against other schools in 
Queens at Queens College. I love my involvement in student activities as I get to know 
students on a different level that isn’t just academic.

9.) What’s something you’ve noticed in BSGE students that differ in others?

First and foremost, the level of intrinsic motivation is much higher in BSGE students. 
The students strive to do their best and not just “get by” like some other students in the 
past. It’s also nice to see them step up to the higher caliber work and develop their own 
reasoning rather than just maintaining a tell-me-how-to-do-it mentality.

10.) What do you do for fun? What activities do you participate in outside of school?

I enjoy a variety of activities, be it singing with the Astoria Symphonic Choir or play-
ing volleyball for charity with ZogSports. I also love to travel and experience different 
places from Egypt to Poland and soon to be Russia. I also like adventure like camping, 
hiking, whitewater rafting, skydiving, and amusement parks.

11.) When you were in high school, what were your interests?

During high school, when I wasn’t involved in yearbook, the theatre department, or 
choir, I spent a lot of time volunteering with the local fire department. I also had a 
part-time job as a supervisor at a telemarketing research firm (yes, the people that 
called during dinner).

12.) Favorite bands?

I have a very eclectic taste in music. I like nearly everything from pop to country, r&b 
to rock, and a little bit of hip hop (especially 90s hip hop). One of my favorite bands 
during college was a lesser-known group called justincase.

LYDIA STETSON ‘15
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BSGE’s Winter Music Concert

Boys’ Basketball BSGE vs. FSSA

BSGE Donates 36 Pints of Blood

Photo credit: Abdel Berraha

Photo credit: Marika C ‘16 and Brianna K ‘16

Ms. Dikes’ 
Photography
Ms Dikes, 12th grade History teacher and IB coordinator 
has recently become serious about photography, taking 
classes in her spare time. Below, “Spider Mum,” was 
on display at the Brooklyn Botanic Garden during the 
month of February as part of Visions of Nature, a show 
for people who have taken art classes at the garden in 
2011.

BSGE’s Math League
Grade 8
1. Kyle N - 29
2. Justin H - 28
3. Ran Z - 25
4. Nicholas J - 24
4. Malcolm S - 24

10 8th graders participated
Average score 23.4

Grade 7
1. Shannon L - 27
1. Jenny G - 27
3. Luola C - 26
4. Adrita S - 25
5. Jensen L - 24
5. Ausra P - 24

22 7th graders participated
Average score 20.6
New York State Math 

League Contests are grade 
specific and have 35 
multiple choice questions. 
Students have only 30 min-
utes to complete as many as 
possibly. Very few students 
nationally answer 80% of 
the questions correctly. 
Contests are challenging 
enough that anyone scoring 
14/35 should be commended.

Congratulations to everyone 
who participated.

Thanks to Mr. Heine for 
his assistance with admin-
istering the contest.
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2013 Senior Trip

Photo credit: Jennifer Dikes

Backpacks Can’t 
Roll With Us
Are you one of those weird people using backpacks that actually go on your back? 
We must look like a bunch of pack mules to the students who use a rolling backpack 
with wheels. While we laboriously bear the burden on our curving spines, resembling 
the hunchback of Notre Dame more and more, the elite rolling backpack crew swiftly 
make their way through crowded hallways and stairs. It seems like their backpack 

acts as a sort of divider as 
students dive out of the way 
like sheep herded to the 
sides. The unfortunate ones 
don’t see the backpack in 
time, hidden in the mass of 
shuffling feet and legs like 
a predator waiting to strike. 
Bam! The backpack springs 
out and knocks you over. 
Maybe the wheels even run 
over your fingers and you 
feel the weight of five babies. 
Hopefully they’re just flour 
babies.

What’s even loaded in those 
rolling backpacks that makes 
them too heavy to carry on 
backs? Do they have spare 
clothes, food, all of their 
textbooks, a GPS navigator 
and all their legal documents 
in there? Are they even going 
to an airport?

Rolling backpacks clutter the 
hallway and stairs, making 

it difficult for others to make their way through. They kind of act like dogs following 
the owner, swinging haphazardly and being very naughty. Unless you are a kind of 
person that likes to step on dogs (what is wrong with you?), we usually go out of our 
way move around them. Unless some students have to use these kinds of backpacks for 
medical purposes, BSGE should ban them once and for all.

VIVIAN YAN ‘16

BSGE’s New 
French Club
BSGE has a new French 
Club that started meeting 
in January. The French club 
has taken up shop in room 
205 after 8th period on 
Wednesdays. Its objective 
isn’t to teach the French 
language but to promote 
French culture throughout 
the school. Culture, in this 
context, includes french 
cinema, cuisine, music and 
other traditions that are an 
integral part of all franco-
phone (French speaking) 
countries.

The first meeting was held 
on January 9th attended by 
a large crowd of enthusi-
astic students. Those in the 
French club are attempt-
ing to have events and go 
on trips that would touch 
many aspects of French 
culture such as a film 
night, a spring themed 
party on April 12th and 
trips to French restaurants.

Those who don’t take 
French as a foreign lan-
guage course but share a 
genuine interest in French 

culture are welcome to 
participate in all these 
events.  Students, such as 
Steven A ’14 who believes 
that “French club looks 
a fun opportunity to be 
immersed in international 
cultures.” Those who take 
French however view it not 
as an opportunity to ac-
quire community hours but 
also as a chance to improve 
their knowledge of the 
language by getting a sense 
of people and 
traditions. 
Adela G ’15 
has a par-
ticular affin-
ity for French 
culture. She 
said, “ I love 
French film 
and I find it 
an effective 
way of bet-
ter under-
standing the 
language so 
I’m really 
excited for 
movie night!” 
Others view 
it as a way to 
become bet-
ter involved 

in extra curricular activi-
ties. Andrea S’15 explains, 
“ There aren’t many parties 
in BSGE so I’m glad to be 
involved in the set up of the 
Mardi Gras party which I 
think everyone should go 
to!”  Whether it is to be 
immersed in the culture or 
to become more involved 
in the school’s activities, 
students seem genuinely in-
terested in the French Club.

ANDRES GOMEZ ‘15

An artist’s rendering of wheelie bag seen around BSGE
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The shooting in Newton, 
Connecticut drew attention to 
gun laws after a year full of 
other  incidents. Many people 
throughout the country feel 
that something needs to be 
done to restrict people’s access 
guns in order to protect citi-
zens. In the United States the 
issue of gun law has become 
an increasingly touchy subject.

There are a spectrum of 
positions about gun laws and 
regulations. On one end of the 
spectrum are people who want 
guns to be scarcer in public 
places. There are people who 
want there to be guns that are 
used primarily for hunting and 
recreation. Others argue guns 
should be allowed for personal 
protection. There are people 
who want background mental 
checks on people who want to 
buy guns. At another extreme 
are people who believe there 
should be increased presence 
of guns in schools and that 
increased amount of guns cor-
relates to increased protection.

People who believe that guns 
should not be restricted point 
to studies that show “more 
gun ownership results in less 
crime” and argue that “liber-
als push gun control because 
it increases the dependency 
of voters on government for 
protection” (Conservapedia). 
Conservatives believe that 
restricting gun control denies 
one’s ability to protect oneself 
and that the Constitution gives 
the right to own guns neces-
sary to keep the government 
in check. However this can 
be negated because when the 
Constitution was first passed 
there was no standing army. 
Similarly it does not make 
sense that the government 
would have said that guns and 
weapon possession should be 
allowed in order to protect 
people from the government 
they were trying to initiate. 
Instead, democracy was a new 
concept and it was important 
to use the democratic process 
instead of rebelling when a 
group disagreed with a law. 
It also is not the case that 
the Obama administration is 
interested in taking people’s 
guns away from them.

The level of control or pun-
ishment a gun law entails 
is important to consider 
although any gun law passed 
will be heavily criticized. 
When guns are used as self 
defense, for example fired as 
warning signals, punishment 
does not seem like it deserves 
to be as severe as someone 
who had the intention to kill 
as was the case with Ma-
rissa Alexander in Florida in 
May of 2012 (CBS). Where 
is the line drawn between 
extreme and effective? It is 
not black and white; not all 
Republicans want there to be 
no gun control and Obama 
and liberalists don’t argue for 
confiscating weaponry. I think 
it is fair to say that in terms of 
federal gun laws, there should 
be some. It is important to 
understand different claims 
and be aware of what is hap-

pening with gun policy across 
the country.

According to a Harvard Study, 
after strict gun control in Eu-
rope lead to over 120,000 de-
activated guns, only 0.04% of 
all gun offenses were a result 
of their use and as many were 
not active. Similarly they argue 
a low correlation between 
ownership and murder rates. 
According to the Edmonton 
Journal in Canada, in 2006 
there was a gun amnesty and 
while this is “politically very 
good…gangsters don’t give 
up their guns, and they’re the 
ones that use them.” In that 
same year homicides in-
creased. There is a lot of total 
guns owned per country yet at 
the same time one person can 
own many guns. From this it 
can be argued that the owner-
ship of a gun does not directly 
correlate to crime. This leads 
to the effectiveness of the 
recent gun law passed by the 
state of New York.

People of both extremes are 
able to agree that some restric-
tions on gun policy should be 
made. This is especially true 
in New York where on Janu-
ary 15th 
Governor 
Cuomo 
signed the 
first gun 
bill since 
the shoot-
ing in 
Newton, 
Connecti-
cut. Ac-
cording 
to CNN 
Cuomo’s 
gun 
bill “requires background 
checks… on all private sales” 
in order to “keep the mentally 
ill from owning firearms.” 
In addition it preserves laws 
already in place that prohibit 
the use of assault weapons 
and “limits the number of 
bullets in magazines”. Some 
commented on the speed 
of the bill being passed and 
Cuomo retaliated saying that 
it had been speedily passed 
“so as not to create a rush on 
the gun market.” According 
to analyst Paul Callan, “the 
one change that arguably will 
have the greatest impact is 
the amendment to Kendra’s 
Law, which will permit closer 
monitoring of the mentally 
ill.” This is arguably a great 
change and New York is on 
the curve of progress. This not 
only implements change that 
can be observed but is also 
precautionary and moving in a 
good direction.

Some students from BSGE 
shared their views on gun 
access, background checks, 
and the difference between 
recreational gun use and 
protection. I also took into 
account the idea of loca-
tion and whether or not their 
family has guns or if  they 
would ever buy one. Kevin 
Likhtshteyn ’14 said interest-
ingly that “purchasing guns 
is not the problem, however 
the requirements should be 
tightened.” He offered the 

suggestion of “allowing the 
gun shops to have access to 
the census, so that they can 
see who lives at home, and 
if  there is a mental person 
in the household” and that 
this knowledge should affect 
who is allowed to own one. 
“Precautionary steps should 
be taken such as putting the 
gun under lock and key in 
the household.” Jonnathan 
Lliguichuzhca ’14 also clearly 
drew a connection between 
gun access and mental illness. 
Jonnathan acknowledged that 
as a result of “recent events 
impacting America (murder 
at Colorado movie theater, at 
a Sikh temple in Wisconsin, 
at a Connecticut elementary 
school) I personally feel that a 
person purchasing a weapon 
should be screened in order 
for the government to have a 
better sense of what type of 
person he/she is.” It is evident 
that some students think that 
there needs to be precaution 
taken for gun control.
There is a lot to consider when 
deciding on whether or not 
someone should have a gun. 
For example, many students 
think that those living in New 
York City will have little use 

for them. Kevin felt that he 
“wouldn’t see [himself] buy-
ing one for protection, but if  
I moved somewhere where 
I had to hunt, or enjoyed to 
hunt then I would.”

Angie Valladares ’14 pointed 
out “background checks are 
necessary but no one can 
stop people from committing 
crimes. It would be bet-
ter though if no one owned 
guns.” Luke Maxwell ’18 said 
that “no matter what you do 
people are just going to use 
them.” There is an over-
whelming pessimistic sense 
of the inevitable. Jonnathan 
similarly felt helpless. “In 
response to the issue of guns 
being used for recreational 
purpose versus protection we 
constitutionally have the right 
to bear arms and I would say 
that, though I don’t agree with 
that amendment, America is 
a country of power and as 
someone who can’t vote I feel 
like I have no say.” This view is 
reflected by a lot of BSGE stu-
dents: that we cannot yet vote 
and so politics seem so far out 
of our control yet the recent 
events show how important 
action is. There is common 
ground on the idea that the 
unstable should not have ac-
cess, and as a result there is 
support for Governor Cuomo’s 
signing of the bill that takes 
extra lengthy measures before 
allowing someone to own a 
gun.

Understanding 
Gun Control

ARIEL TAUB ‘14

NO!
What if  all BSGE teachers were required to possess guns and had the right to shoot any po-
tential intruder?  With the increasing number of school shootings occurring throughout the 
nation, pressing questions such as this are being raised to determine what course of action 
should be taken to prevent incidents such as the Sandy Hook school shooting from happening 
again.
Educators should not be allowed to carry guns because although their job may be to secure 
their children, carrying a gun is not the most efficient and effective way to accomplish this. 
When asked about her opinion towards this topic, Lauren Ouaknine’ 14 said, “Teachers 
shouldn’t carry guns because their job is not to shoot potential intruders. They don’t have any 
experience to do so and would be more harmful than useful.”  Without any training, the af-
termath of any incident could actually be detrimental to the students. As well as this, another 
danger in mandating teachers to carry weapons is monitoring and regulating their usage. 
How would the government ensure that teachers would not use the guns for other purposes? 
If  they happened to be extremely aggravated and acted rashly, what would truly prevent 
them from using their guns and shooting someone? After all, teachers are humans and no 
feasible approach would be able to stop them from abusing this privilege.
If  all teachers were to carry guns, the entire school atmosphere would change for all stu-
dents, especially elementary school students who look at school with feelings of joy and 
excitement.  Filip Martinovic’ 14 stated, “Teachers should not carry guns because the school 
would feel a lot like a prison without an excessive amount of restraints.” School is an open 
place and should not be filled with people who are encouraged to carry guns and shoot at the 
sight of an intruder.  Students would feel far more restricted and worried at school because 
possessing a gun has certain connotations; it makes an individual seem threatening and it 
makes one uncomfortable, often more in danger than safe. It’s hard for many students to 
imagine being around people who are given the right and freedom to use a weapon and shoot 
someone they deem to be a threat.
Guns are weapons of mass destruction and are not necessary in a school atmosphere. A 
plethora of other precautions could be set in to place in order to ensure security in BSGE. 
Giuliana Videla ’14 stated that, “Other safety measures could be taken to guarantee safety in 
schools throughout the country.” Her and many other students insisted that BSGE could have 
more security officers and cameras should be included throughout the school. Many even 
went so far to say that these guards could carry guns because they could attend police train-
ing in order to learn to properly use guns, which would be far more helpful in preventing 
future school shootings. Therefore, implementing any laws or bills that would allow teachers 
to possess guns would be impractical.

YES!
Teachers should be allowed to carry guns in 
schools. NYC public schools and schools all 
over the nation are not safe enough. Most 
NYC public schools, like BSGE, have a few 
safety officers, most of whom are not even 
armed.
Being shot at school is probably one of the 
worst places to spend the last fleeting sec-
onds of life. This is especially true if  the last 
image that accompanies death is probably 
the sight of a textbook that briefly catches 
one’s eye or the last thought is concerned 
with work. The fact of the matter is no 
one wants to die, let alone in school. Other 
schools, in crime stricken neighborhoods, 
have one or two armed guards, along with 
metal detectors. However, the truth is that
if  a quite, suburban Connecticut town can 
be the sight of a mass shooting, so can any 
school in NYC, and a safety officer, whose 
greatest weapon probably amounts to a 
notepad, is not going to protect anybody. 
Then again, placing ten armed guards with 
metal detectors at each entrance will only 
gives the feeling of a maximum security 
prison to each school. Arming teachers, after 
proper training of course, would seem the 
logical thing to do as they provide a body of 
potential safety officers less menacing than 
armed guards. After all not only are teachers 
responsible for educating the youth, but they 
are also entrusted with the implicit responsi-
bility of protecting them (many children and 
adolescents are under the care of teachers 
for longer than their own parents). It would 
make sense to provide teachers and faculty 
with the means necessary to protect their 
students.
The problem that is associated with most 
mass shootings is the amount of time that 
it takes for them to be carried out. Any 
individual with the intention to kill and the 
capabilities to do so will not need much time 
to commit the crime. The window of time 
between the first shot fired and the arrival 
of the first responders is the period during 
which most, if  not all, of the deaths during 
public shootings occur. Crowded hallways 
and classrooms (especially those at BSGE) 
create potential targets out of both students 

and teachers alike, making it so that only a 
few minutes are necessary to bring an end 
to many lives. Since it really is not possible 
to decrease the response time of the first 
responders, another alternative must be 
used in order to pacify a dangerous situa-
tion and to do so rapidly. Arming teachers 
would provide vital first responders to the 
situation. If  teachers are armed, not only is it 
possible to stop an incident from occurring, 
as an individual is less likely to carry out an 
assault knowing that teachers have guns, but 
it could also drastically alter the extent to 
which a situation escalates. 
Guns and teachers are a necessary com-
bination to ensure the protection of our 
students. Teachers already have a set of skills 
that they can implement during tumultu-
ous situations; some teachers are trained to 
administer CPR. Arming teachers would only 
add to their repertoire of devices necessary 
for use during drastic situations. However, it 
is important to see beyond the obvious ap-
plications of guns within the school setting. 
With the knowledge that teachers are armed 
and trained, the student productivity level 
would drastically increase. Despite some 
minor draw backs such as class participation 
and enthusiasm, students overall are likely 
to become more diligent and less delinquent. 
The applications are endless. 
 Nevertheless, arming teachers 
would call for many others measures to be 
taken. First and foremost, not all teachers 
should be forced to arm themselves. Those 
who wish to arm themselves should pass 
extensive and wide ranging background 
checks before a firearm is to be adminis-
tered. Teachers that are armed also should 
have some experience firing their weapon, 
which means that they should visit a firing 
range once or a twice every year. Only hand-
guns should be administered so as to allow 
for easy concealment and storage. Teachers 
should not be allowed to carry guns with 
them but instead the weapons should be 
concealed in undisclosed locations across 
each floor of the school and retrieved when 
necessary. Only teachers who have neces-
sary training should be able to retrieve the 
firearms. (Continued on page 9)

SEBASTIAN ALI ‘14

NEHA MEHTA ‘14

Should Teachers at 
BSGE Carry Guns?
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by Maya Juman ‘16

(Continued from page 8) 

There should be a strategic placement of firearms across each floor so as to allow for 
immediate accessibility. The places where the firearms are concealed along with the 
various staff and teachers trained to use them should never be disclosed to the student 
body. Likewise these areas should not be in areas of a great deal of student activity. If  
firearms are introduced in BSGE and the implementation comes with a sort of system 
as the one described above, then firearms present within the school setting would not 

seem that menacing of an idea. 
 Although arming teachers may seem like a radical approach to defend people 
against gun violence, desperate times call for desperate measures. The reality is that 
BSGE is as susceptible to an attack as Sandy Hook Elementary was. Having a few guns 
in the school certainly would provide a sense of protection, especially since the cur-
rent state of BSGE’s security means having students duck in the corner of classrooms 
to avoid detection, which not only makes students an easy target but is also suscep-
tible to failure. It certainly will not fool a killer. 

For answers, go to thebaccrag.wordpress.com
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   International Teen Zone A Comic by Mahaut Brooks ‘16

We Want You...
To Buy a 2013 BSGE Yearbook

$45 for Students
$40 for Teachers

For details, see:
Virge Ramos
Michael Mehan
Mariya Belchikova
Kyra Allen
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Freshman 
Flour Babies
In order to warn 9th graders about the dangers of teen-
age pregnancy, Mr. Powell assigned his 9th grade health 
class the flour baby project.  9th graders in the project 
have to carry a five-pound sack of flour that is dressed 
like a baby to school, to all of their classes, and then 
back home.  The flour baby is supposed to be treated like 
a real baby.  9th graders aren’t allowed to cram the baby 
in their backpacks, or leave them in their lockers.  The 
project shows how difficult it is to carry a baby around 
and take care of it, and warns against casual sex.

Mr. Powell gives this project to every 9th grader in his 
health class.  It ran for one full week, from January 7 
to January 11.  When he was in high school, his health 
teacher assigned him the same project. Mr. Powell 
explained, “I’m just passing it along to the next genera-
tion.”

The project seems to accomplish its goals well.  The 
project itself doesn’t appear that difficult, except that 
the 9th graders have to carry the baby to every class, 
every day, for five days without putting it in their back-
pack or locker.  Sumin Hoque ’16, a 9th grader who 
participated in the project said, “It takes a lot of work to 
carry around a baby wherever you go, and on the trains 
people stare at you.” He also added that the project 
worked well in helping kids understand the importance 
of their decisions.

JUSTIN HAMLIN ‘17

Poetry Contest Winners!
1st Place - A Man of Many Colors – 

Arthur Ashe by Jennifer Yu ‘18
Outside, a song sung
The smell of grass
The lights of Wimbledon
So much time that had pass
Until a black man won – 
White.

Time in jail he spends
The morbid cell seeping in
But the darkness away he sends
Equality must always win
Or rights for him will pend –
Black.

He raises the trophy up high
But how long ago that was
When his triumphant eyes sought out the sky
Fighting for a better cause
So from HIV no more die ---
Red.

Tennis balls are placed in children’s hands
A legacy for the future
To today the NJTL program still stands
A tribute so pure
Arthur Ashe’s demands –
Green

A man of rights, soul
Values and thought
He strived for equality until he was old
To more causes he fought
His whole life a trophy to behold –
Gold

2nd Place - The Only Constant by Emily Costa ‘17
The only constant in the universe is change
Change in our beloved country
Where all people are now thought of as equals
Despite our past of racism and prejudice.

Look now to our nation’s president
Barack Obama, the man who leads our country
He does it well,
Standing up to show the only constant in the universe.

Here he is, standing before us so strong
Despite the people who still are ashamed
Of the only constant in the universe
This constant that is change.

3rd Place - by Rafia Almagar ‘18
“If I could have convinced more slaves that they were slaves, I 
could have freed a thousand more.” – Harriet Tubman

I was in the same place you were
Lost and afraid
I used to live in a dark closed room
Without a window

I never stood up
To see how tall I was
I never had strength
That would actually change my life

But then I realized
That we were all humans
We all have white and black in us
That we deserve to stretch out

Our family is in the same state as us
In the same cold dark room
That will never open
Unless we open it

I had to break the walls
With my own weak hands
Even though I had nothing left
To lose

But I had so much things to gain
Experience, freedom, happiness
I had to my family smile
For they are me

Now it’s your turn
You must come out into the light
I can help you
To experience life with freedom

I admit it won’t be easy
But it won’t be hard
If you know what you want
And if  you can stand

“Every great dream begins with a dreamer. Always remember 
you have within you the strength, the patience, the passion, to 
reach for the stars to change the world.” –Harriet Tubman

BSGE Hosts First Open Mic 
Poetry Reading Celebrating 
Black History Month On Thursday, February 

28th, the Open Mic Poetry 
Reading event was the first 
of its kind to be hosted 
at BSGE with more than 
30 poems read aloud and 
almost every chair filled in 
the audience.
The poetry readings 
weren’t the only thing hap-
pening in BSGE’s cafegyma-
torium, but also Gangnam 
style dance offs, Harlem 
Shakes, Air Guitar competi-
tions, loud music, free food 
and a lot of fun.
The theme of the Open 
Mic poetry reading was 
Black History, coincid-
ing with February’s Black 
History Month. The event 
was a way for students to 
learn and appreciate the 
struggles and successes of 
Black History Month while 
developing an interest in 
creative writing, expressing 
creativity and having fun.
The afternoon began with 
the host and creator of the 
event, English teacher Mr. 
Anderson, with an opening 
discussing the importance 
of Black History Month 
and its relation to famous 
literature such as poetry 
by Langston Hughes, Rita 
Dove, Maya Angelou and 

more.
Following this introduction 
was when the real party 
began. DJ Virge and Ander-
son raised the energy level 
of the cafegymatorium 
with fun and competitive 
games of Air Guitar Olym-
pics (winner: Kenneth Su), 
Harlem Shake Dance Off 
(winner: Clement Leveau) 
and Oppa Gangnam Style 
Dance Off (winners: Sa-
mantha Jaloza, Claire Berg-
erson). These games were 
scattered between intermis-
sions of the poetry readings 
of open mic participants 
and “Round Two” finalists 
of the poetry competition 
organized before the event.
In “Round One” of the 
poetry competition, 42 
students had submitted a 
diverse amount of poems 
by the deadline of Febru-
ary 22nd. The only rules 
for the competition was 
that the poem should be 
related to Black History. 
Literary elements, language 
styles and creative ideas 
were sought out by the 
judges (four BSGE teach-
ers and two students) until 
the poems were eventually 
lowered down to just ten 
finalists. Many popular 
topics for these poems were 
major events and people in 
Black History such as Mar-
tin Luther King Jr., Rosa 
Parks, Little Rock Nine, etc.

These ten finalists were 
announced throughout 
the two hour event that 
went from 3:30 to 5:30. 
This was when Round Two 
of the poetry competition 
came around, where judges 
(2 students and 2 teach-
ers: Ms. Kumar and Ms. 
Matani) critiqued finalists 
on their diction, rhythm 
and projection of their 
poetry readings.
After the judges had tal-
lied their scores, the three 
finalists were 7th grader 
Jennifer Yu who came in 
first place, 8th grader Em-
ily Costa in second and 7th 
grader Rafia Alamgir in 
third. The finalists received 
gift cards for their effort 
and success; first place re-
ceiving the grand prize of 
$50, second place and third 
with smaller amounts.
Overall, the Open Mic Po-
etry Reading was a success 
at BSGE and encourages 
even more events simi-
lar to this that promotes 
creativity and fun while 
learning. It can be seen 
through other events like 
the French Club’s screen-
ing of a French film that 
occurred Friday, March 1st, 
that BSGE classes are taking 
their learning and teaching 
outside of the classroom 
so that everyone can join, 
learn and have fun to-
gether.
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Bradley Stewart: BSGE’s Own Rising Musician
On Sunday, February 24th, Bradley Alex Stewart, BSGE’s 
own10th grader released his much anticipated mix tape 
titled IGNO that he’s been working on for over 3 months. 
Stewart, or his musician name BAST, had been working 
on the mix tape not only for his personal project product, 
but also to prove himself as a legitimate musician. The 
mix tape available to listen on Sound Cloud had a very 
positive reaction from the public. More than 570 listens 
in one day, countless numbers of Facebook shares of the 
new artist and even a possible gig with Qaasim Middle-
ton, one of the members of the famous Nickelodeon 
show, the Naked Brothers Band who now attends La-
Guardia High School. Support the rising musician, listen 
to his Sound Cloud, like his Facebook page, and promote 
promote promote! 

1.) What’s your artist name?
BAST.

2.) What does that mean; where’d you come up with 
that?

Bradley Alex Stewart Twiggy. Twiggy is a nick name that 
my friends outside of school call me.

3.) Cool. So, what instruments do you play?
Well, do you mean instruments that I’ve been playing for 
more than a year?

4.) Yeah.
Oh alright, then guitar, harmonica… Yeah, that’s about 
it.

5.) With the music you create, are you only using your 
guitar and your voice?
Depends on the genre, because usually when I play with 
my bands or with myself I use my guitar when we do 

instrumental… And we focus on rock.
6.) What are the genres of music you play?
Jazz, hip hop, rock and funk.

7.) How many songs have you made with your music?
I forgot a lot of the songs, but I probably 
made a good 10 to 15 songs with guitar. 
And hip hop wise, it’d probably 10 or 11.

8.) Are these 15 songs are of different 
genres, or all they all hip hop?
I mean, there’s a hip hop section, a guitar 
section, but a lot of the times my songs 
intertwine with both.

9.) With your guitar, do you play acoustic 
or electric?
I wish I played acoustic because I like 
sound better, but I play electric.

10.) Have you completed any albums or 
mix tapes yet?
Well, for my personal project I’m working 
on completing a mix tape and putting it up. 
And with my other band, we’re producing 
an album right now.

11.) Oh, what’s your other band?
*Laughs* Well, we call ourselves ERRAC-
TIUS.
12.) What does that mean?
I don’t even know, to be honest my friends just came up 
with it.
13.) How often do you have band practice?
Every Sunday.
14.) So, for your personal project mix tape, what kind of 
music will you be making?

Rap! Straight up rap.
15.) What inspires you to make music?
Well the way I see it, music is an art form and form of 
expression. And I feel that it’s better to express yourself 
through music where people can really grasp the emo-

tion rather than just words or statements. And in music, 
people can actually experience the emotion while grasp-
ing the knowledge.

Read the rest of this interview at: 
http://thebaccrag.wordpress.com 
Also, follow us on twitter and facebook.

LYDIA STETSON ‘15

(Below and Right) Pictures from the annual Basketball Dinner held on Monday, 3/11, at 
Five Napkin Burger in Astoria. Both the Boys and Girls teams were in attendance. (Photo 
Credit Katelynne Cabello ‘14).

(Above) Pictures from Girls Softball Practice. The season starts on 3/22 at Big Bush field in 
Woodside. Find the full schedule at thebaccrag.wordpress.com


