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School Lunch 
Prices Increase
On September 30th the school lunch price for students 
who qualify of full price lunch increased by 25 cents 
from $1.50 while reduced-price lunch decreased to free 
from the previous 25 cents. Now, families with an aver-
age income greater than $43,568 for a family of four 
must pay $1.75 for lunch. The lunch price increase was 
set in order to account for the increasing portion size 
of the food as well as raised labor prices for serving the 
food and other expenses. According to a letter written by 
the Department Of Education in regards to the 25 cent 
increase, “$1.75 for lunch is still well below the amount 
that other large school districts throughout the coun-
try charge and continues to remain below the amount 
the DOE spends on providing healthful and delicious 
meals.” Though the 25 cent increase does not seem 
like a large amount, each quarter accumulates, per full 
priced child, to about $42 for the school year. Nearly a 
quarter million children in NYC eat full price lunch so a 
pretty penny is made to pay for the increasing fees.

The reduced price lunch price, on the other hand, 
which was once 25 cents, is becoming free lunch due 
to the fine line between families whose finances qualify 
for free and full price lunch. In order to avoid unfed 
children, the DOE decided that the small percentage of 
students who previously received reduced price lunch 
may as well be treated with the same benefits as free 
lunch students.

ALICE ARONOV ‘18

Analyzing the College Process

The senior class of 2013 
have decided what colleges 
they will be attending in the 
fall and are now able to re-
flect on the long and ardu-
ous process they underwent 
for over a year. Students 
at BSGE have a unique op-
portunity during the college 
admissions process because 
they can work closely with 
the college counselor, Peter 
Wilson, and attend his 
summer college workshop. 
However, attending BSGE 
also makes some of the 
admissions process more 
difficult. As the school year 
came to a close, 43 seniors 
were surveyed in order to 
gauge their feelings during 
the conclusion of the col-
lege process.

A majority of the seniors 
surveyed thought that 
learning ab    out col-
leges was the easiest part 
of the process, with getting 

teacher recommendations 
the second most popular 
choice. In comparison, 
more than half of the 
surveyed seniors thought 
that writing essays was 
the hardest. Even though 
this aspect of the college 
process gave them the 
most trouble, a majority 
of the seniors thought that 
their essays, both from the 
Common Application and 
the supplementals, were 
the strongest part of their 
applications. A possible 
reason is the significance 
Peter Wilson places on 
the essays students send 
to colleges. In his summer 
college workshop, which 
about 60% of the seniors 
attended, students work on 
writing all of the required 
essays and editing them.

Overall, most seniors are 
happy with the college they 
will be attending later this 
year. When asked to rate 
how happy they were on a 

scale of 1 to 5, with 5 being 
the happiest, 22 seniors 
rated their happiness a 4 
and 10 rated it a 5. Even 
though only 28% of seniors 
are attending their first-
choice school, the majority 
are satisfied with their final 
choice. A 
multi-
tude of 
factors 
played a 
part in 
the deci-
sions of 
the 2013 
graduat-
ing class. 
Financial 
aid was 
the most important factor 
for a majority of the class, 
with 19 students picking 
this choice. 12 students 
cited the second-most 
important factor for the se-
niors, the academics offered 
by the school. No students 
thought that parental pres-
sure was the most impor-

tant factor in deciding on a 
college.

This year’s seniors thought 
that the college process was 
difficult, but many students 
stressed the importance of 
making sure IB require-

ments 
are out 
of the 
way 
and 
grades 
are 
main-
tained. 
There 
is much 
work to 
be done 

during the college process 
and no one understands 
that better than the seniors 
who suffered through it. 
However, one senior notes 
that it is important to enjoy 
yourself as well.

Continued on p6

ERIN CAMIA ‘14

“Thought that 
their 

essays ...were 
the strongest 
part of their 

applications”

Upcoming BSGE Events:
November 7:
6:00 pm, Financial Aid Night
A demystification of the financial aid process for 11th 
and 12th graders and their families, including clarifica-
tion of financial aid applications, FAFSA and CSS Profile 
deadlines and how need-based and merit-based finan-
cial aid is determined.

November 12:
6:30 PM PTA Meeting

Spring 2014 (Date TBD):
1:00 pm, College Panel for Juniors
The return of our celebrated college admissions panel 
for second semester 11th graders.  Representatives from 
a varied group of colleges and universities will speak 
about what they look for in applicants, the importance 
of college essays, standardized test scores and academic 
performance in admissions as well as financial aid.  Ad-
missions counselors will also speak about their respec-
tive, unique institutions.

Have any pictures you’d 
like to see in the 

BSGE yearbook?
Send them to 

bsgeyearbook2014@gmail.com!

This year’s Helping 
Hands initiatives p3

What was Curriculum Night? p4
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Queens Hospital’s 
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10 Tips for New Bees
1.) Be polite. Stay to the right.

2.) Master the art of printing out your homework in the 
library a minute before class starts.

3.) Writing Etiquette: Number your pages. Always 
double-space. Staple papers. Times New Roman, 12 
point font.

4.) Keep it moving in the hallways to avoid getting 
smacked or shoved into walls.

5.) If  your bag is bigger than you, you may want to 
(read: should) reevaluate your priorities.

6.)  Ball till you fall.

7.) Befriend a junior or senior so they can buy you food 
from the deli during lunch.

8.) Anything can be a bed if  you try hard enough.

9.) Don’t be that guy. DON’T.

10.) Lockers are for storage, not just for hanging up mir-
rors and pictures of One Direction.

Tips by Seniors Neha Mehta ‘14 and Ana Miljak ‘14

Tips for Juniors
1) Sleep until noon on the weekends to conserve energy.

2) Do all your preliminary Extended Essay work really 
well (so you can copy-paste everything when the time 
comes to actually write it).

3) Find creative places and times to do your homework.

4) The Google Drive app is your best friend.

5) Always underestimate the amount of work you’ll get 
done in a day so you won’t be too disappointed when 
you only accomplish a fraction of it.

6) Your teachers are the bomb diggity. Love them with 
every fiber of your being.

7) Try not to contract premature senioritis.

8) Don’t avoid Peter. He’ll find you eventually.

9) If  you get’cha head in the game, your junior year can 
be as beautiful as High School Musical. It could be the 
start of something new.

10) Always have caffeine on hand. The deli across the 
street has A+ iced coffee.

11) Remember: You is kind. You is smart. You is impor-
tant.

12) Let’s be honest, the SAT is a load of hoopla but make 
time to study and cry over how much it blows.

13) Laugh things off. Two hours of sleep? HA. Don’t 
want to do anything? HA.

14) It’ll be over in 0.3 seconds so make the most of it.

Tips by Seniors Neha Mehta ‘14 and Ana Miljak ‘14

Advice for New Bees
• Get involved. Try to go to as many after-school clubs as 
you can.
   o After you join, you can always quit if  you dis 
 like it afterward.
   o Meet people from other grades, and get to  
 know the people in your own grade better.
   o Create your own clubs as long as you find  
 other people who are interested in the same  
 stuff you are.
   o Earn community service hours for some ac 
 tivities.

• Be a kid for as long as you can. As you get older, you’ll 
find that you have less and less time to enjoy yourself. 
Trying to grow up too quickly is not a good idea, be-
cause you will never get that precious time back.

• DON’T PROCRASTINATE. This is really important, and 
althoughpeople have probably told you over and over 
again, it is better not to learn this the hard way.
   o Do your homework on the day it is assigned.
   o Study for tests early, and study a bit each  
 day. Cramming usually doesn’t work. Tests are  
 important.
   o Finish your homework as early as you can,  
 so you actually have time to do other fun activi 
 ties (including sleep).
   o Start and try to finish projects early.  Plan  
 out the work you will do each day.

• Use available resources.
   o Use the library.  The books are there for you.
   o Go to teachers after school to ask questions  
 if  you need to.  The teachers will be more than  
 willing to help you with your educational en 
 deavors and problems.
   o Use the technology, like computers, provided  
 by the school.

• Try to maximize sleeping hours.
   o Try to finish everything early, so you can  
 actually sleep.
   o You will find that sleep is extremely rare and  
 precious if  you don’t manage your time well.
   o If  you don’t sleep well, you can’t function  
 properly the next day.  (And don’t drink too  
 much coffee, then you won’t function very well  
 either.  Same goes with candy.)
   o Grab sleep as often as you can.  However,  
 avoid sleeping in class. That could get you into  
 trouble, and you’ll miss a lot of notes.

Advice by 8th Graders Annie Cheng ‘18 & Michael Xu 
‘18

NYSED Makes Common 
Core Standards

Common Core Learn-
ing Standards are a set of 
new benchmarks cre-
ated by the New York State 
Education Department to 
push students academi-
cally. The goal of these new 
standards are to provide 
students with a more solid 
education. There are Com-
mon Core Learning Stan-
dards in English and Math. 
An example of one of these 
Common Core Learning 
Standards was posted on 
the NYSED website saying, 
“In English, when draw-
ing evidence from literary 
and informational texts, 
students will demonstrate 
their comprehension skill 
in relation to specific 
standards”. Students will 
also need to use appropri-
ate evidence to support 
claims and counterclaims. 
In Mathematics, students 
must delve more deeply in 
fewer and more specific 
topics rather than cover-
ing a large curriculum but 
not understanding it fully. 
Educators have long felt 
that education in math was 
“a mile wide and an inch 
deep”, according to NYSED.

Most teachers in BSGE 
were indifferent with the 
change, since most believed 
the shift to CCLS didn’t 
change anything in our 
school. Mr. Mehan, a math 

teacher, commented, “Most 
of the IB curriculum is 
already in line with it, but 
the thing is I don’t know 
how thought out they were 
with it. The IB curriculum 
tends to already cover it, 
especially in math in which 
it already does what Com-
mon Core requires.” He 
states that BSGE’s IB curric-
ulum covers what Common 
Core Standards ask for, 
and for the students here, 
they will not feel the shift 
to CCLS. However, he feels 
that it would strengthen 
the math skills in students 
outside BSGE.

Ms. Kumar, an English 
teacher, agrees with Mr. 
Mehan. She says, “The 
students may have to adjust 
in terms of testing, but not 
so much in the classroom.” 
As an English teacher, she 
feels that “there is a heavy 
emphasis on non-fiction 
text.” Students will also 
need to use appropriate 
evidence to support claims 
and counterclaims. CCLS 
preserves uniformity in the 
curriculum throughout 
states in this nation. She 
says, “The CCLS is the gov-
ernment’s way of making 
sure that the curriculum is 
the same in every state.”

MICHAEL XU ‘18
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This year BSGE created 
a drastic change to the 
stream setup throughout 
the grades. Though stream 
organizations changed 
every year, often having 
students grouped with 
several students they meet 
consistently in each class 
from 7th to 10th grade 
(11th and 12th graders 
are under an IB diploma 
program). Now, under the 
new system, streams are 
assigned to only seventh 
graders. All other students 
have unique schedules and 
belong in sections. Sections 
label specific groups within 
each subject and students 
may be part of several sec-
tions.

This change had been 
discussed by the school 
board for at least six years, 
though it was only applied 
this year. It was designed 

so classes would not be so 
“closed” as Tim David Lang 
says, but larger and more 
complex. An environment 
where students know class-
mates less personally allows 
new ninth graders to join 
BSGE with less difficulty 
of “mixing in.” The system 
only allows seventh grad-
ers to remain in streams 
because they are “brand 
new” and require adjusting 
to the school environment 
one step at a time.

Many flaws to the newly 
introduced sections which 
cause many students such 
as Nicole Svirinavichyus’ 
18 to conclude, “I love 
streams but hate the new 
system.” The new change 
has caused many problems, 
including confusion on 
how to write headers and 
how to organize students’ 
work. The new system has 
also made students get to 
know peers in less depth as 
they could have in streams. 

Arpita Nag’18 says that the 
new system is “Sometimes 
confusing because you are 
not sure whom to follow [to 
classes].”

Teachers on the other hand 
argue that the new change 
is more beneficial than 
not. They point out that 
students have the ability to 
meet more people they nev-
er would have met if  the 
stream system were contin-
ued. For example Chinese 
learners would never have 
had Spanish learners in 
their classes. Mr. Shan-
tanu said “you [students] 
have more responsibility,” 
referring to streams as 
beneficial because students 
can’t follow around others 
to figure what their next 
class is. These benefits also 
are helpful to adapt to a 
high school environment, 
which operates using such 
a system.

BSGE Streams 
Reorganized

AUSRA 
PRANEVICIUS ‘18

Helping Hands 
Initiatives
On Monday September 
30th, Helping Hands voted 
on which initiatives they 
would focus on to start 
the year. They decided 
on three.  One is “Love 
Without Boundaries”, an 

organization that helps or-
phaned children in China 
get medical help, foster 
care, and education.  They 
can arrange surgeries for 
children whose lives are in 
danger, such as heart sur-
gery, cleft repair, and pal-
ate repair, among others.  
The foster care program 
currently has over 220 
participants and provides 
the orphans with a family.  
Orphans from Kindergar-
ten up until college are 
getting education through 

“Love Without Boundar-
ies”.  This organization 
can affect over 1,000,000 
orphans in China.

Another initiative Helping 
Hands is focusing on is a 
group of organizations that 
help Syrian refugees.  One, 

the International Rescue 
Committee, gives refugees 
water and provides them 
with schooling and sanita-
tion.  The second, Mercy 
Corps, but gives water 
alongside clothing, blan-
kets, mattresses, and helps 

chil-
dren 
by 
giving 
them 

safe spaces and play-
grounds.  The third, the In-
ternational Medical Corps, 
provides health care to the 
refugees.  
There are 
more than 
4,000,000 
refugees 
that can be 
helped by 
these orga-
nizations.

The third initiative is the 
Center for Victims of 

Torture (CVT).  Based 
in St. Paul, Minnesota, 
the CVT offers many 
services to tortured 
victims.  On their 
website, the CVT 
defines torture as 
“a deliberate and 
systematic disman-
tling of a per-
son’s identity and 
humanity through 
physical or psy-
chological pain 
and suffering.”  
They offer healing 

to torture victims, train 
people to act as healers 
and assign counselors 
to torture survivors. The 
counselors consistently 
check on past victims and 
research other methods 
to help and support them 
emotionally, and advo-

cate for 
stopping 
torture.  
After 

being founded in 1985, 
the CVT has helped over 
23,000 torture victims.

Even though Helping Hands 
only voted on the initiatives 
on September 30th, fund-
raising started six days ear-
lier.  On Tuesday, Septem-
ber 24, Elizabeth Kwon ’14 
put together a bake sale for 
the Korean-American Fam-
ily Service Center (KAFSC).  
The KASFC is an organi-
zation for sexual assault 
and domestic violence.  
One program they have is 

called the Hodori Program, 
which is an education and 
daycare center for families 
that experienced domestic 
violence or sexual assault.  
When the government 
decided to cut funding for 

the Hodori program, many 
people, including Elizabeth, 
donated money.  The bake 
sale raised $109.50, which 
was over the goal of $100.  
This year, BSGE seems to 
have no shortage of chari-
ties and organizations to 
donate to.

What to Watch, 
Listen to, and Read
Ana’s Ears: 
Vampire Weekend -- Modern Vampires of the City, their third album, is prob-
ably the best new release of the year. With a wide variety of influences from numer-
ous genres, there’s something for everybody. Plus the lead singer’s Twitter is a great 
time for all involved.

Alt-J -- Not just keys on a 
keyboard, Alt-J is an English 
experimental band with non-
sensical lyrics and trippy music 
videos that tie in with their 
catchy music.

Not “Blurred Lines” -- 
Please no.

Megan’s Ears: 
“We Need Medicine” by the Fratellis, released: October 7, 2013. This 
Scottish band will sure to send a jar of sweet jams to you. The Fratellis sound like 
other popular bands such as the Arctic Monkeys, (“She’s Not Gone Yet But She’s Leav-
ing” is a tricked out song where Jon Fratelli duplicated and perfectly internalized Alex 
Turner’s voice) The Kinks, and The Wombats.

Ana’s Eyes: 
Breaking Bad -- Now that the show has ended, its the perfect time to catch up 
with Walter White’s meth-cooking shenanigans.

You’re Next -- Though this movie appears 
to be a cliche horror movie, You’re Next is actu-
ally the anti-cliche horror movie and verges on 
a parody at time. It has equal parts comedy and 
gore, and a heroine that isn’t a complete idiot.

Megan’s Eyes: 
The Living Wake -- Mike O’Connell and 
Jesse Eisenberg are two peas in a casket. This 
movie is not the Social Network meets pizza 
delivery boy, but rather a beautiful piece on 
taking control of one’s inevitable demise.

Megan’s Read:
Let’s Explore Diabetes with Owls by 
David Sedaris -- The title says it all.

JUSTIN HAMLIN ‘17

ANA MILJAK ‘14 & MEGAN MEHTA ‘14

BSGE to Start Soccer Team
The soccer team is a club that many students, teachers and parents are interested in 
joining, either to be a player or to be a coach for the team. Many kids in the school 
want to be part of the team mainly because they are captivated by one of the world’s 
most popular sports and want to compete against other schools in order to be one of 
the best soccer teams in the New York City school system. This would take a lot of 
effort and many students are willing to give up their school studying time in order to 
help contribute to the team. One student, Matthew Farella ’18, enjoys playing soccer 
and says, “Yes, I would be interested in joining a soccer team because I love to play 
sports and BSGE doesn’t have that many sports for boys to play.”

A father of BSGE students Mariah Ryding ’18 and Ian Ryding ’15 is very interested in 
coaching BSGE’s soccer team. One teacher who is also very interested is Mr. Giraldo, 
a Spanish teacher at BSGE.  Mr. Giraldo says that he was very fond of playing soccer 
when he grew up in Columbia. It is a national sport there and he feels that it would be 
nice for BSGE to have a soccer team. He says he would be able to fulfill his dream of 
playing soccer by helping the BSGE students play the sport effectively.  There are many 
things that hold BSGE back from having a soccer team, however.  In the past years, 
BSGE has tried to start a soccer team, but there are not that many fields to practice on.   
In order to be able to play on a field, you need a permit that allows you to play there. 
This permit has to be approved by city.  The school has tried to fill out an application, 
but has been denied since many schools are also interested in getting a permit limiting 
the amount of available space.

GARETT TAUB ‘18
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Sitting Down with Ms. Meisler: An Interview
BSGE has a new 9th and 
10th grade English teacher: 
Jamie Meisler.

“We [BSGE] had been 
needing a new English 
teacher for a while; Niki 
Singh left and it became 
too much for the current 
English teachers,” said Izzy 
Hernandez ‘14, who sat 
down and participated in 
the trial lessons of prospec-
tive teachers. Recently, Ms. 
Meisler sat down with the 
BaccRag to answer some 
questions and tell us more 
about herself. This is not 
Ms. Meisler’s first time as 
an English teacher. She pre-
viously taught at Thomas 
Jefferson High School in 
Brooklyn, NY, for ten years, 
and Irvington, Westchester 
for two years. She believes 
that in comparison to 
other schools the students 
in BSGE are of a strong 
caliber; though focused on 
their grades, students here 
are interested in learning. 

Ms. Meisler can gauge the 
level of student involve-
ment by the questions asked 
which “show they are 
interested in the works.” 
Progress in class is mea-
sured, aside from essay and 
test grades, by checking for 
engagement in class mate-
rial and answers to in-class 
questions. English is not a 
disconnected class; making 
associations between what 
students know from other 
classes, like social studies 
for example, is significant.

When asked for a favorite 
literary work to read or 
teach, Ms. Meisler said, 
“Oh, now you’re going to 
have to stay for an hour.” 
Her favorites include 
Wuthering Heights by Emily 
Bronte, which she has read 
multiple times since 10th 
grade. “Every read since, 
I discover deeper lessons,” 
she explained. She also 
enjoys anything by Virginia 
Woolf. When it comes to 
teaching, she likes Shake-

speare’s Macbeth “because 
it explores so many ex-
tremes in humanity.” There 
are many short stories 
that she finds interesting 
because they can take you 
“around the world or time 
periods in any one unit 
with unifying themes.” Her 
favorite place to read is in 
“any kind of cafe - like a 
Starbucks - while people-
watching.” In college, Ms. 
Meisler had to make a deci-
sion to either go on to get a 
PhD or teach in college or 
high school. The question 
was at which age to teach, 
but she “always knew [she] 
wanted to teach.” She is 
drawn to high schoolers 
because they are reach-
ing “adulthood, straddling 
two worlds.” Ms. Meisler 
shared her thinking during 
her career decision - ad-
vice that can be applied 
to anyone undergoing the 
college application process: 
you should be commit-
ted to your education and 
meeting new people, while 

being open to everything. 
Ms. Meisler is a fan of the 
IB program; she feels it pre-
pares students very well for 
what comes next in college.

After applying for this 
job at BSGE, Ms. Meisler 
convinced herself that “ev-
erything works out in the 

end.” She explained how 
she felt about the process of 
trying out for the teaching 
position. “You research the 
school but try to not get 
too attached because of the 
possibility of disappoint-
ment. I was terrified of 
presenting to the students, I 
don’t think I slept the night 

before. Teaching is like 
performing; you have to be 
yourself while accomplish-
ing a lot. I thought I messed 
it up, it was terrifying.” In 
addition to teaching, Ms. 
Meisler writes fiction. “I’m 
lucky I can now do both,” 
she said.

ARIEL TAUB ‘14

Curriculum Night: What was it?

Curriculum Night. What is it? Well, most students in this school don’t really know. 
Curriculum Night is a night in which parents are invited to meet the teachers of BSGE 
that educate, grade and mentor their children. Teachers discuss with parents what 
is expected of students in class, the average amount of homework assigned, and the 
suggested amount of participation. Not many students attend Curriculum Night with 
their parents usually due to the amount of work that awaits them at home.

Most students wonder why we have curriculum night. “What is the point of going to 
Curriculum Night if  our parents are going to meet them at Parent Teacher Conferenc-
es?” says an anonymous student. The main purpose of attending is to put a face and 
name on their child’s teachers. Parents need to know who is teaching their children 
and who will their children be seeing everyday. Also, the time parents are given to talk 
to their children’s teachers isn’t enough to discuss the general layout of the year.

Most teachers prepare for Curriculum Night by thinking about what they want to 
discuss with the students parents. Mr. Mehan prepares by making a handout of all the 
things he wants to discuss. Since curriculum night isn’t made for talking to individual 
parents about individual students, teachers have to come up with general statements 
about their expectations.

For those who aren’t sure what curriculum night is, your parents will receive the same 
schedule as you. They will go through each of your classes, and each teacher will 
explain what they do in your class. It is specified that it is only for questions about the 
curriculum being taught and its methods of teaching, NOT specific questions about a 
single child. Each session with each teacher is approximately 15 minutes long.

Mrs. Margaret Pasach is the Parent Coordinator of BSGE. This is her first year orga-
nizing Curriculum Night. She started out last year as a parent and is now setting up 
this year’s Curriculum Night. Mrs. Margaret wants to create a fun and enjoyable Cur-
riculum Night experience for both students and parents.

For some teachers, Curriculum Night is a great opportunity to talk to parents and get 
to know them better. Teachers such as Ms. Nikkolos simply want to learn more about 
the parents as “friends” without the pressure of grades. Mrs. Nikkolos enjoys showing 
the parents “what it’s like to be their children to be in my classroom.”

ANNIE CHENG ‘18 & SAMANTHA VINOYA ‘18 BSGE Forms New 
Photography Club 

BSGE has a new photogra-
phy club that students can 
enjoy. The photography 
club is for students  who 
are passionate about pho-
tography and are interested 
in learning and sharing 
photography techniques. 
The group meets every 
Friday after school during 
eighth period to discuss and 
take part in the process of 
producing images. The club 
is supervised by Ms. Jenni-
fer Dikes, who is interested 
in photography herself.

Since the club has just 
recently started meeting, 
Ms. Dikes wants to get a 
feel for the proficiency level 
of every member. However, 
interested students are not 
required to have any prior 
knowledge about photog-
raphy to join the club. Ad-
ditionally, no sophisticated  
equipment is required. 
Members of the club can 
use whatever camera they 

have available at home. 
The club is providing new 
opportunities for students. 
Beatriz Benares ’16 said, 
“The photography club is a 
great club to be in. Mem-
bers can gain new photog-
raphy skills and techniques, 
meet new friends, and 
learn how to take amazing 
photos”.

Since most of the students 
joining are new to pho-
tography, the club’s aim 
is to have those students 
become more involved in 
the art form and become 
more appreciative of it. 
Lauren Ouaknine ’14 said 
“It’s also to bring together a 
bunch of people who share 
a common interest to make 
more things and reflect 
on how we each see the 
world through viewfind-
ers.” Lauren joined the club 
herself because she has an 
interest in photography and 
art. Students like Lauren 
feel that the photography 

club helps them practice 
what they really love and 
provides them with dif-
ferent ways to think about 
art.  Every time the club 
meets up, they are given a 
weekly challenge. Ms. Dikes 
instructs the students to 
take pictures with cer-
tain themes. Lauren said, 
“For the first week, our 
challenge was to capture 
texture around the school 
building. This past Friday, 
Ms. Dikes took us outside to 
capture contrast in a way 
that’s visually appealing 
and interesting.”

The photography club has 
its participants experiment 
with photography and stu-
dents really seem to enjoy 
it. If  you have an interest 
in art or just want to try 
something new, you should 
check out the photography 
club!

CAMILLA KHAN ‘18

BSGE alum smile for the camera before Curriculum 
Night started, where they spoke to parents about their 
BSGE and IB experiences.

Parents check-in at the start of the night

BSGE parents sit in Mr. Mehan’s math class

Photo credit: Beatriz Benares ‘16
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Finding Spiritual Enlightenment 
with James Franco
Book Review: Palo Alto by James Franco

The majestic beauty that is 
James Franco’s unscathed 
scruffy mind, fixated 
on rape jokes involving 
Seth Rogen, love triangles 
involving Seth Rogen and 
literature that should have 
involved Seth Rogen, has 
reared a questionable 
head. Palo Alto, published 
in 2010, is a collection of 
short stories written by an 
individual who has not yet 
fully comprehended his 
potential success as a Tre-
semme model. This novel, 
as he calls it, is a sad rep-
resentation of this squinty 
eyed starlet, who accurately 
depicted the tragic hap-
penings of James Dean’s 
life in the work of cinema 
“James Dean.” That’s not to 
say that all the short stories 
featured in this classy, wo-
ven bounded pile of papers 
are terrible. His wit and 
humorous anecdotes give 
the reader a second hand 
high, thus welcoming you 
to the Franco nation.

The first short story that 
helps the audience climb 
through an ajar window 
into Franco’s sticky mind is 
called Halloween. Straight 
up, this story hit me right in 
the liver. The first para-
graph mentions excessive 
amounts of drinking, pull-
ing underage readers into 
the land of the unknown/
known depending on 
how you like your Four 
Loko. Franco begins with 
a dramatic opening line, 
“Ten years ago, my sopho-
more year of high school I 
killed a woman on Hallow-
een,” allowing the reader 
to unwillingly slip into a 
state of utter seriousness, 
something that one does not 
immediately expect from 
Franco. He then begins to 
work backwards, digressing 
from the obscure statement 
and arriving at a descrip-

tion of a keg party with 
colorful alcoholic punch, 
curveball. The character 
that Franco creates is a ste-
reotypical teenager depict-
ed in every wanna-be-ang-
sty-novel; let’s categorize 
it as a ‘Holden Caulfield’ 
type. His parents are well 
off both economically and 
intellectually, and the main 
character’s need to rebel is 
transcendent. The charac-
ter moves on from smoking 
alcohol to drinking weed, 
a transition which is both 
figurative and literal as they 
move outdoors, tobacco 
pipe in hand. Thus far, 
this novel seems to depict 
Franco’s actual life to the 
last few ounces of “extra 
Jonah” on Jonah Hill’s 
stomach (this means it de-
picts his life with precision, 
for all of those who do not 
understand what I don’t 
understand what I’m say-
ing). There’s one line a few 
pages into the short story 
that is really profound and 
mind fluster-
ing. It reads 
as follows, 
“Ed was half 
Korean and 
half white 
because his 
mother was 
Korean and 
his dad was 
white from 
Gary, Indiana.” His dad was 
white from Gary, Indi-
ana huh, but what about 
his mom, where was she 
from? You can’t leave out 
important details like this 
Franco, you just unraveled 
any plot that you had going. 
But maybe that’s exactly 
what Franco is trying to 
do: create a narrative that 
stays true to the character 
depicting the sequence of 
events- a teenager who has 
hit the trifecta of sadness 
(angsty, high and drunk). If  
that is the case, fedoras off 
to you, sir. However, any 
form of analysis can make 

terrible 
writing 
seem ex-
ceptional 
and so 
deep that 
one could 
drown 
(literary 
refer-
ences 
are fun, 
let me 
explain 
this one 
though. 
Drown is 
a novel 
by Junot 
Diaz that 
Franco 
said he 
drew in-
spiration 
from for some of his stories. 
Now we’re all caught up).

Let’s blow the spectrum 
of literary literature into a 
few more shattered pieces. 
Another short story called 

American History is quite 
compelling. It attacks 
racial issues, teenage issues 
and Franco’s deep seated 
psychological issues which 
developed from an overly 
loving family (if  I had to 
put my Freud glasses on). 
This story follows the nar-
rator, another teenager, 
who has been asked to 
vocalize the opinions of 
slave state and deliver a 
well-constructed argument 
in favor of slavery. The 
way Franco approaches the 
subject is a bit touchy, but 
also amazing. I still can-
not tell whether it’s funny 
because it’s so incredibly 
terrible or because it has 
genuine tid bits of “haha’s.” 
Either way, I’m still think-
ing about it, which means 
that it’s captivating and 
that I should find a hobby 
not involving James Franco 
and Google Search. Franco 
name-drops throughout the 
book; more than anyone 
really should. I understand 
referential humor, but it’s 
as if  he believes that his 
novel will receive some sort 
of merit if  he shows that 
he is a learned individual 
who reads books by Oscar 
Wilde; “Hey, my book was 
supposed to do what this 
author did with his book, 
sorry I can’t do it but I 
meant to and that’s what 
matters, right? There’s no 
difference. Love you, buy 

my book, I was the green 
lanterns son.” This whole 
story takes on a 1950’s 
mentality about race but 
does not manage to tackle 
any core issue or discuss 
radical values. “Palo Alto” 
is to “Catcher in the Rye” 
as “Da Great Gatsby” is to 
“The Great Gatsby.”

There are a variety of dif-
ferent stories incorporated 
in Palo Alto that all follow 
a central theme of growth, 
depression, self-discovery 
and trouble; astounding. 
This novel is not the worst 
piece of literature I have 
ever skimmed through. 
However it does have mo-
ments where the reader 
falls into a pit of despair 
over the realization that 
“JFrancizlle” wrote it. It’s 
not even that bad. But then 
again, the world, or rather 
the few thousand people 
that actually pay money 
to buy a copy of this book 
to review it, have certain 
expectations of such a 
talented, pretty boy, actor. 
His need to understand the 
youth is a marketing gim-
mick. He needs to secure 
his position as a male 
heartthrob for every teen-
age boy and girl out there. 
Or it’s just another thing he 
can add to his resume un-
der getting rejected by Har-
vard. I honestly love James 
Edward Franco, I even took 
the time to Google his full 
name. Next, I want him 
to publish a copy of Dave 
Franco’s diary and turn 
it into a motion picture 
starring Danny McBride’s 
dreadlocks.

“An ajar 
window into 

Franco’s sticky 
mind”

MEGAN MEHTA ‘14

Film Club Begins Production

Natalia Belchikov, a passionate 10th grader determined 
in creating her own film started the fun and interesting 
Film Club in hope that other club members would assist 
her in the film-making process.

Art teacher Ms. Schwarz supervises the club’s meetings 
which are every Tuesday from 3:30 to 4:30 p.m. Film is 
a major interest and hobby for Schwarz. She speaks of 
the club with enthusiasm, saying “Every member of the 
club is always having fun”.

During Film Club, members work together to create a 
movie by discussing how a movie is made and how they 
can work with available materials and people to create 
the film. The club plans to start production of November 
2013 and is hopeful in entering their film(s) in numer-
ous contests. The club is excited for its first project of 
creating an anti-bullying short film. Casting for the film 
will be announced and anyone from the student body is 
able to audition.

Those who enjoy film or those who simply want to have 
fun while working on a fantastic project are encouraged 
to join. The film club is open to anybody at anytime. A 
film can always use a larger crew, which means more 
students are always welcome. For the older kids who 
need CAS hours, this club is a great way to earn them. 
The film club encourages students to build many enjoy-
able memories while creating an amazing film that will 
“leave your mark” in BSGE.

For others who want to start a successful club but are 
unsure due to fears of impracticality or simply don’t 
know where to start, here is some advice from Natalia 
and Ms. Schwarz. “Creating a club is a commitment, 
meaning that you need to be someone who can take 
initiative and become a leader” says Ms. Schwarz. She 
continues, “In order to create a great club, you must also 
be very passionate about your topic and you must be 
determined to make a club that lasts”. She also suggests 
that if  you have a plan on what your club is about, then 
gather some friends who share similar interests, like 
your idea and who plan on actually attending if  the club 
is created. It is also required that you find a teacher to 
supervise and that your idea is approved by principal 
Ms. Johnson. Advertisement and planning meetings for 
your club is also a crucial part in establishing and get-
ting people to come to your club. Whether it is attend-
ing a club or creating a club, clubs will help students 
learn how to act and learn in BSGE and to develop into a 
mature adult. 

LUKE MAXWELL ‘18

BSGE Class of 2013 
In Numbers: 

52
44
30
6
2
68

The number of students in last year’s 
graduating class

The number of IB candidates quali-
fied to receive the IB Diploma

The number of IB Diplomas awarded 
to BSGE’s 2013 graduating class

The number of students who would 
have otherwise received the diploma

The grade that these students received 
in Art HL, which cost them the 
diploma

The percentage of IB candidates who 
received the diploma, the highest ever 
in BSGE history

data collected by 
Neha Mehta ‘14
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Analyzing the College Process in Numbers 

Pie charts provided by Erin Camia ‘14

Homemade Lunch Ideas
It’s not uncommon for BSGE students to dislike the school 
lunch served everyday. There are the highlights of school 
lunch, such as mozzarella sticks and fries, but there’s also 
days when the cafeteria boosts less popular meals. For 
the vegetarian students in our school, the edible options 
diminish even further to sad salad greens and boring 
peanut butter and jelly sandwiches. Even if  you are a 
student that believes school lunch is an acquired taste 
and you celebrate mystery meat, you may forget to col-
lect your lunch tickets as the time rolls around. Here are 
some handy lunch ideas that will be quick and virtually 
painless to make at home.

Elvis Presley: Toast two slices of bread and spread 
peanut butter on both slices. Peel and slice a banana into 
little wheels, and space them evenly among the bread. 
Layer them if there’s no room. You can also chop crispy 
bacon into bits and sprinkle over the bread with a drizzle 
of honey.

Simple seafood linguine: Boil at least six inches of wa-
ter in a large pot. Put in a handful of pasta (one serving) 
and cook for 6 minutes until al dente, or a bit longer if  
you prefer softer pasta. Then, add in pre-cooked thawed 
shrimp for 2 minutes. Use a strainer to pour out all the 
water. Season with a pat of butter.  Sprinkle salt and 

pepper to taste. 
Stir in a cup of 
tomato sauce, 
or use cherry 
tomatoes sliced 
in half with 
crumbled feta 
cheese and 
parsley.

Tomato 
cheese sand-

wich: Butter both sides of two slices of bread and fry 
them on a pan. Flip once the side begins to brown, and 
place a slice of cheese each on top. When the cheese is 
melted, re-
move from the 
pan and place 
a thick slice of 
tomato on one 
of the slices 
before com-
bining them.

Healthier PB 
& J: Toast two 
slices of bread 
and spread peanut butter on one slice and a thin layer of 
jam on the other. Plop on blueberries, chopped straw-
berries, and any other sweet berries you have onto the 
bread.

Tips for preparing your own lunch!
 --Whenever you have time, like on the weekends, you 
can prepare what you will need to quickly make sand-
wiches, wraps, and other meals the night or morning 
before school.
--Boiled eggs and beans that require soaking (like chick-
peas) will stay fresh in the fridge for a school week and 
they are good for making salads and sandwiches on the 
go.
--Sandwiches that have wet ingredients like tuna will get 
soggy. Place bread in a separate bag and wet ingredients 
like the tuna in another bowl to assemble during lunch.
--As delicious as it would be to bring sushi for lunch, 
raw fish should not be kept at room temperature or else 
it will spoil and attract bacteria.
--Consider whether tasty hot foods will be as tasty cold.

“Bon appetit!”

Photo credit: Vivian Yan ‘16

VIVIAN YAN ‘16

“The Elvis Presley”

“Healthier PB & J”

BSGE Halloween “Ravers” in Costume!

Photo credit: Samantha Calpo ‘14
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Senior Timeline, 2013 – 2014
October
28th  --Extended Essay Due
  --IB Registration forms and May 2014 IB exams fees due 

November
1st  --Honor’s Haven down payment due

7th  --Financial Aid workshop (see front page), 6pm

15th  --First payment of seniors dues due

December
20th  --Honor’s Haven full payment due

January 2014
6th  --First semester CAS check in until the 10th

10th  --Senior Trip at Honor’s Haven until the 12th

17th  --Historical Investigation due

February 2014
1st to 8th  --Spanish B SL, Mandarin B SL, and English A HL recorded oral  
  examinations

14th  --Mathematics SL Exploration due
  --Mathematics Studies project due

24th  --Visual Arts HL candidate interviews, until March 1st
  --beginning of Spanish B SL and Mandarin B SL Written Assign 
  ments, until March 7th

28th  --TOK Paper due

March 2014
week of the 10th--Visual Arts art show (tentative)
11th-22nd --TOK in-class presentations

14th  --Second payment of senior dues due

April 2014
week of the 7th --CAS Closeout interviews

24th  --Final CAS deadline

May 2014
5th  --English A HL paper 1

6th  --English A HL paper 2

13th   --Mandarin B SL papers 1&2, AM
  --Math SL paper 1, afternoon
  --Math Studies paper 1, afternoon

14th   --Math SL paper 2, AM
  --Math Studies paper 2, AM
  --History HL papers 1&2, afternoon

15th  --History HL paper 3, AM

23rd  --Spanish B SL papers 1&2, AM

June 2014
23rd  --Graduation

July 2014
6th  --IB examination results released on results.ibo.org
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The Mount Sinai Queens 
Hospital located twenty 
minutes away walking dis-
tance from BSGE is known 
for being shabby-looking 
and not very inviting when 
looking for a remedy to 
your injury. But recently 
the hospital on 30th Av-
enue formally announced 
their $125 million building 
expansion project that will 
add medical departments 
open for local residents.

A new building will be 
added to the hospital which 
will include an expanded 
emergency department, 
more operating rooms, new 
medical practice offering 
primary care, specialty 
care, and urgent care 
and more diagnostic and 
laboratory services. Pa-
tients will be immediately 
attended to now that the 
hospital has not only more 
space but more equipment 
and money as well.

Congresswoman Carolyn 
Maloney was one of the 
many excited about the 
project. She said, “Today, 
health care reform will 

make it impossible for 
millions of Americans to 
obtain what should be a 
fundamental right in our 
country: access to qual-
ity health care.” Maloney 
quickly added, “And that is 
what residents in Western 
Queens and beyond can 
find at the current Mount 
Sinai Queens.”

The rebuilding project 
began in August of 2013 
and is expected to finish 
in 2016. The expansion 
is not only beneficial for 
the hospital and Queens 
community but also for the 
economy and job market. 
The project will generate 
460 construction-related 
jobs, 340 additionally 
related jobs and $166 mil-
lion to the local economy. 
Also 160 new staff jobs for 
the hospital are expected 
to open after construction 
finishes.

“The expansion of Mount 
Sinai Queens will provide 
essential health care to a 
culturally-diverse com-
munity that has been 
underserved,” said Andreas 
Dracopoulos, Co-President 
of the Stavros Niarchos 

Foundation, which has 
provided major donations 
for the new Emergency 
Care unit. “Hundreds of 
thousands will benefit from 
having access to even more 
efficient health care.”

BSGE students are also 
enthusiastic about the new 
construction project. A 
tenth grader, Sarah Hamed, 
commented on the project 
by saying, “I think that’s 
really nice that they get to 
rebuild the hospital. They 
provide a better environ-
ment for the patients.” She 
continued, “It’s like when 
going into a new home, 
you feel better and safer 
and more relaxed which I 
am sure the patients feel as 
well”.

Stop by the hospital in the 
next few months to see the 
gradual construction of 
the hospital. Unfortunately 
residents and community 
members will have to wait 
another two to three years 
for the completion of the 
project.

Astoria Hospital Mount Sinai 
Announces Reconstruction Project
LYDIA STETSON ‘15

BSGE Spirit Week 
Reveals Senior Spirit

Upper right, clockwise: A group of senior boys poses in the cafeteria on Fancy Friday; 
“BSGE 2014!” gets drawn onto the stomachs of some BSGE boys; Jim Napolitano and 
his Math SL class take a group shot on Fancy Friday. “It feels like prom night,” Jim 
comments, regarding the number of photos the class took with him that day; the senior 
council successfully planned and decorated BSGE’s first Halloween Rave Friday night; 
seniors and other students dance during the event; the majority of the senior graduating 
class wears black for “Tension Thursday” 

Photo credit: Samantha Calpo ‘14


