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Renovating BSGE’s Bulletin Boards

BSGE’s Bulletin Board Committee had the goal of fixing 
all of the school’s bulletin boards that need tending to.  
Margaret Pasach, the parent coordinator at BSGE, says 
that the main purpose of the Bulletin Board Committee 
is to help teachers that have a lot work. These teachers 
do not have enough time to display the achievements 
of classes so the committee does for the teacher. There 
are a total of 10 people on the bulletin board commit-
tee.  Ms. Pasach says that it is important for the bulletin 
boards to look pleasant-looking as it makes the school 
environment more comfortable. After all of the bulletin 
boards are finished, the teachers have to request a new 
bulletin board if  they want the Bulletin Board Commit-
tee to change the display.

GARETT TAUB ‘18

On December 18th at roughly 6:30 p.m., the Baccalaureate boys basketball team made BSGE history. The “Killer 
Bees,” as they have dubbed themselves, won their first basketball game at Academy for Careers in Television and 
Film (ACTvF). ACTvF’s Panthers had also previously lost all of their games this season. With their first league-level 
win since BSGE’s establishment, the Bees won by a score of 68-45. 68 points is the most they’ve scored all season. 
The 23-point margin of victory was a huge accomplishment and source of pride for BSGE students. “I actually 
almost cried,” says Adia Wilson ‘14. 
 
That night’s game began at about 4:30 in the afternoon, with the singing of the American National Anthem. Camera 
crew members and professional filming equipment were used by ACTvF students to capture the performance, which 
was ostensibly a new practice for the school. Once the two referees arrived, BSGE’s team huddled on their side of the 
court, prepared to try their hardest, and finally chanted “1-2-3, Killer Bees!” The present players that evening, and 
their final total scores individually, were as follows:

Already leading in the first few minutes with 8-0, the 
team finished the first quarter up 22-13. The Pan-
thers scored 12 more points during the second quar-
ter, while Sting made 19 more leaving the score at 
the half, 41-25. The headway that Sting seemed to be 
making was already surprising to many BSGE students 
and even alumni who were seated in the bleachers. 
Lenny Gonzalez ‘14, who came to support the team, 
recalls being pessimistic during the latter half of the 
game. “I thought that we would lose by the third and 
fourth quarter because our defense always falters by 
the end.” Isabella Hernandez ‘14, on the other hand, 
says she kept a more optimistic view and kept cheer-
ing on the boys.

Right after the second quarter of the game, it was 
already evident to many of the bystanders that Sting 
had a great chance of winning. One of the scorekeep-
ers for ACTvF, noted the excitement and screams of 
BSGE’s own scorekeepers and self-proclaimed “man-
agers” Samantha Calpo ‘14 and Neha Mehta ‘14. 
“Will this be your first win?” 

Despite the losses BSGE Sting have faced over the past years and the familiar pattern of exerting less effort after half-
time, boys basketball team coach Mr. Anderson was determined to push the boys to try harder. Mr. Anderson, also 
BSGE’s English teacher, told the team to “finish strong.” “There was hustle and altercation during the game,” Kevin 
Likhtshteyn ‘14 declares. “Good defense turned into great defense by the end of the game.”

When the game continued after half-time, the Bees knew that they had to work harder if  they wanted to secure 
their win. “We didn’t just want to win by a little, but by a lot,” Henry Schwartz ‘14 says.

BSGE Theater Company 
to Produce “Macbeth”
 BSGE is hosting a production of the Shakespearean play 
Macbeth, starting next year. The production is being 
set up by the BSGE Global Theater Company, headed by 
BSGE father and professional director, Steve Witting. 
The company had previously headed a play of Julius 
Caesar last year, with great success. They aim to pro-
mote a healthy interest in the craft of staging, and hope 
students involved will be more interested in future inter-
actions with Shakespeare literature. The company needs 
many roles in the production of the play; including, but 
not limited to: stage managers, set designers, technical 
supporters, costume makers and acoustic organizers. 
The first meeting was on December 12th, but future 
meetings and rehearsals are scheduled to take place ev-
ery Thursday after-school in Mrs. Nikkolo’s music room. 
Those that participate are eligible for community service 
hours. Auditions were held on the week of December 
16, on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday in order to 
determine the roles of the actors. Students auditioning 
for an acting roles were required to perform a mono-
logue of either Lady Macbeth or Macbeth.The play will 
be performed in nearby Arrow Park, and organizers 
are hoping to present the final production after the IB 
exams.

Macbeth is a dark Shakespearean tragedy revolving 
around the experiences of Macbeth, a general in King 
Duncan’s army. The plot closely resembles the tempta-
tions that haunt our own experiences in the world. In 
the story, Macbeth encounters three witches that proph-
esied that he would first become the he next Thane of 
Cawdor, as well as the future King of Scotland - much 
to Macbeth’s skepticism. When Macbeth’s first proph-
ecy comes true,  Macbeth begins to pursue his second 
prophecy, by murdering Duncan. Even as king, he needs 
to cover up his murderous actions through a trail of 
betrayal, assassinations and tyranny.

JONATHAN ZHENG ‘18

cont. on p. 8

BSGE’s Boys Basketball Team 
Makes History, Wins 68-45

SAMANTHA CALPO ‘14

Player # Name aNd 
GraduatioN date

total 
FiNal ScoreS

00 Derek Chu ‘15

2 Henry Schwartz ‘14 14

3 Aaron Morrow ‘16 4

4 Aadarsh Devkota ‘17

5 Joshua Zhuo ‘17 4

10 Steven Alvarez ‘14

11 Jeffrey Lin ‘16 2

12 Kevin Likhshteyn ‘14 9

14 Emir Omeragic ‘15 6

15 Andhy Alvarez ‘16

20 Jonathan Kim ‘17

21 Tahmid Zawad ‘14

23 Kareem Elnaggar ‘14

24 Abdulah Dervisevic ‘14 4

33 Victor “Justin” Moy ‘16 2

35 Jordan Merizalde ‘14 10

44 Amar Omeragic ‘15 13

BSGE Alum and 
“Broccoli” p4

BSGE Gets 
A’s p11

BSGE Alum and 
“Indigo” p12

Crunching Numbers in 
Math Club p3

Happy New Year!
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Diary of a 7th Grader
on Her First Week of School

Day 1:

The first day came with a mixture of feelings. 
Coming from a school that gave about one 
homework a day plus reading, it would take 
some time to get used to all the homework 
and effort that has to go into this. I know that 
almost everyone else could agree. When I 
first came in it was scary but the air was full 
of excitement and smiles. I knew that every-
one loved it here but I was still worried that 
I would have enough time to do homework 
or keep track of what the teacher was saying. 
Luckily, I made it past the first day with a smile 
on my face because all the teachers were super 
nice and knew what we were going through.

Day 2:

Today was a bit tricky. Everyone 
was asking for more supplies than 
it said on the list and that was a bit 
of a hassle getting everything on 
the second list of supplies because 
we only have today and tomorrow 
to get everything. This was the day 
when teachers started to give more 
homework. We even had our first 
math project assigned. I was a bit in-
timidated because my old school had 
nothing close to this. But inside I was 
kinda glad because it would get me a 
bit more used to the routine.

Day 3:

By today I got almost all of my 
teachers’ names and was very happy 
with them because they all are very 
nice and sweet but also a bit strict 
and that is an important quality in 
a teacher. Today was when I was 
working on my math project and I 
saved a homework for the next day. 
In this school it is very important to 
keep track of time because you have 
a strict time limit and you have to 
get there early so that you won’t be 
rushing and forget a very important 
homework assignment like I did 
and make a bad impression on the 
teacher.

Day 4:

Today I managed to get ready at 
my locker pretty quickly and not 
forgetting anything. I learned to use 
your locker because if  you bring a 
textbook that you won’t be needing 
then you are wasting space and you 
will have more weight on your back 
and that is not helpful when you 
have to walk up and down flights of 
stairs. In school don’t slack off and 
do something else, I know its tempt-
ing but if  you work first and then 
have fun you’ll have even more fun 
and no stress because stress and fun 
just equals stress. It’s for the better, 
for you and your grades.

Day 5:

Friday. The day to give all our assign-
ments in and get ready for a nice fun 
filled weekend (after you finish your 
homework of course). Thankfully 
my stream had yoga today because 
nothing says relax like calming and 
soothing yoga. Friday was one of 
the best days of the week because I 
didn’t have to worry so much about 
not finishing all of my homework on 
Friday because I had Saturday too. 
And I know not to leave it till Sunday. 
Or do I?

During the first five days 
of this 2013 school year, 
BaccRag asked a seventh 
grader to keep track of 

how she was adjusting to 
the new school environ-
ment. The following is a 
collection of five of her 

responses. 

Collected by Lydia Stetson 
‘15

oP-ed:

The Art of Twitter
Anxiety is a word that I have forced myself to become 
familiar with, ever since the fourth grade when our anxious 
teacher anxiously announced that it would be a part of a 
spelling quiz, which I was no doubt anxious about. Anxiety 
has crept back into my life in the form of a slice of social 
media that illuminates the many screens our corneas crave 
to adhere to. To some seventh and eleventh Humanities/
TOK teachers, Twitter can be described as “an extension of 
the id,” where the flurries of the mind are activated and 
unfiltered, making ideas and thoughts just as drinkable as 
the third floor water in BSGE (translation: their thoughts 
are incomprehensible). To others Twitter can be a sanctu-
ary where the clinically insane come deposit some of their 
intangible humor and wit for others to maniacally snort at. 
To most, however, it a place that brings the sub-human spe-
cies known as “celebrities” out into the public eye-phone. 
Slowly, Twitter is becoming a safe haven for young teens 
to express their dismay, concern, excitement, and sexual 
frustration in order to truly connect with other members of 
their wu tang clan. Now I can inform tens of people what 
part of my cycle I’m on, the answer to which is dry (good 
old laundry humor).

So what makes a great Twitter post? How can you save 
America by posting an idea summed up in 140 characters or 
less? Grab a wine glass and fill it with your fanciest melted 
down American cheese because we’re about to talk about 
etiquette but mostly humor.

Etiquette.
The people of Twitter have to follow a certain protocol in 
order to be assimilated into the sphere of thought. I have 
taken my time to underline and thicken or bold the title. 
This is an example of post-modern expressionistic etiquette. 
Follow along, you really are making dreams come true pony 
boy.
-Do not tweet Kanye West. Tweeting Kanye West is just off 
limits to friends.
-Do not tweet unless you end 
your post with a hashtag of either 
“kanyewest” or “yeezus” or “kim-
kbbdd”
-Do not tweet.
-Disregard the last statement. That 

is not proper etiquette.
-Do we get what’s happening thus far?
-No?
-Oh cool, screenplay mode.
-Jack, my beloved German hound, you really do thrill me 
with your war time memories.
-None of this would be acceptable on Twitter.

Humor.
Humor is far more significant than etiquette. I do not have 
a diploma that can certify that I have a working knowledge 
in this department but what I’ve gathered from the three 
tweets that I skimmed through is that it should relate to a 
social issue, like Kim Kardashian exposing her milkettes in a 
lowly publicized piece of art #kanyewest.
Here are topics that you should talk about that will guaran-
tee you Rogen Brownie points.
1)    School
2)    Important broadcasted events such as debates amongst 
political candidates, speeches given by the President of the 
United States regarding a nuclear stance with a Middle 
Eastern country, etc.
3)    But mostly red carpet events, teen choice awards, 
maybe even kids choice awards if  you want to get extra 
cynical and sardonic.
4)    Talk about puppies. It’s not humorous but talking about 
man’s favorite furry creature aside from himself, will help 
you gain many followers.
5)    Make an account based on natural disasters and pup-
pies, but do not mix the two. PETA might tweet you back 
though.
Who to Follow on Twitter?

My favorite human being who constantly accesses Twit-
ter has to be record-setting Jeopardy winner Ken Jennings. 
He makes constant references to his work, wife, children, 
various forms of trivia and Downton Abbey; really anything 
he wants to; that is the point of Twitter. Here are some 
examples:

MEGAN MEHTA ‘14
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Longtime Math Teacher 
Adam Noor Leaves BSGE
This Fall saw the departure of one of BSGE’s favorite teachers – Adam Noor, who 
taught 10th grade algebra II/trigonometry and 11th grade math studies for ten years. 
Mr. Noor, who left to persue other interests, was known for his easygoing attitude and 
sense of humor. Students were disappointed to hear he wouldn’t be teaching at BSGE 
this year, especially those who expected to be in his class. “It’s like no one is there to 
guide us,” said Stephanie Pichardo ‘16.

Mr. Noor was assigned a 10th grade advisory and three 10th grade trigonometry 
classes to teach this year. Although he was in the building for the first two weeks of 
school, a substitute took over afterwards until a new teacher could be hired. For the 
10th graders, the transition has not been easy. “It’s really annoying,” Isabelle Lee ‘16 
said. “They twisted us around. They had the whole summer to figure it out.”

The change has been especially difficult for those who are also in Mr. Noor’s advisory. 
Typically, during the first few weeks of school, 10th grade advisories work on final-
izing topics for students’ personal projects. “We didn’t have anyone to help us through 
the project,” Sudipta Chowdhury ‘16 explained. “Even though it’s an independent 
project, we still need help from teachers.” As a result, the advisory fell a few weeks 
behind the other 10th grade advisories on the Personal Project calendar.

With Ms. Johnson’s help, however, the class is almost back on track. In early October, 
Ms. Julie Hunter, the new math teacher, began teaching the three classes and advisory. 
Students are optimistic about math class this year, despite feeling that they have lost a 
few weeks and are behind on learning the material needed for the trigonometry Re-
gent. However, regardless of what happens this year, Mr. Noor will be missed among 
the staff and students at BSGE. “I’ll miss his enthusiastic personality,” said Akib Rah-
man ‘16. “He really made the classroom feel alive.”

MAYA JUMAN ‘16

The Case of 
Avonte Oquendo

Avonte Oquendo is an 
autistic boy that was lost in 
Long Island City on Octo-
ber 4, 2013 at 12:38 pm 
after he left the Riverside 
School he attended. Avonte 
can not speak and is 14 
years old, 5’ 3” tall and 
weighs 125 lbs. When last 
seen, Avonte was wearing 
a grey striped shirt, black 
jeans and black sneakers.

Avonte Oquendo has au-
tism, which is an over-
lapping term for many 
disorders that result in 
abnormal brain functions, 
poor dexterity and other 
problems relating to mental 
and physical health. Tens 
of millions of children are 
diagnosed with autism. 
Autism shows mainly at 
two to three years old with 
the child’s slow developing 
rate. Research shows that 
the disorders may come 
from a mixture of faulty 
genes and conditions dur-
ing pregnancy and early 
childhood such as elderly 
parents, illnesses of the 
mother and lack of oxygen 
to the brain.

Many autistic people have 
extraordinary abilities in 
math, logic and the like but 
some autistics like Avonte 
are actually intellectually 
disabled with their autism 
and cannot live without 
aid. Avonte is nonverbal, a 
condition accredited to his 
Autism, and though he can 
express his needs in other 
ways he can not scream 
for help or inform others 
that he is lost or who he is. 
Avonte is at risk of dying 
from starvation because he 
cannot feed himself or ask 
others for assistance with 
his basic needs.

The Riverside School that 
Avonte attended is partially 
a district 75 school. District 
75 is a program in the New 
York City school system 
that provides additional 
support from physical ther-
apy to counseling to chal-
lenged students with vari-
ous forms of autism and 
students that have mental 
and physical shortcomings 
in order to help them fit 
into the school community 
and excel at school.

Avonte was able to leave 
his school site, which also 
caters to non-district 75 
students, by leaving his 
one-on-one aid and evad-
ing the school security 
guard. Avonte wandered 
away from his class and 

was approached by a 
security guard upon trying 
to exit the front door of 
the school. The security 
guard asked what Avonte 
was doing in the hallway 
and received no answer as 
the teen walked away. He 
escaped through a back 
door of the school and was 
not stopped by anyone else 
before he left the build-
ing. The school ordered 
lockdown an hour after he 
disappeared.

The search for Avonte 
turned to the subway sys-
tem as police dogs traced 
Avonte’s scent to the local 
subway stop before it dis-
appeared. Avonte seemed 
to be fascinated by trains, 
making it easy to assume 
the boy was once on the 
many subway lines of New 
York City, which, instead of 
narrowing results instead 
broadened where Avonte 
could have escaped to in 
the weeks he had been 
missing. This is not the first 
time Avonte escaped. Many 
other times Avonte has run 
away and has been found 
on the subway lines.

The NYPD have been very 
active in searching for 
Avonte. Because the school 
Avonte attended borders 
the East River, diving teams 
searched the river to pos-
sibly find a body to provide 
closure for Avante’s fam-
ily but came up empty-
handed. The police are 
also checking shoplifting 
records expecting that 
Avonte perhaps stole some 
food and was detained. If  
Avonte is hiding, police 
have set cameras detecting 
body heat within crevices 
and elevator shafts. The 
police are also trying to 
spread awareness within 
the communities of NYC by 
announcing descriptions 
of the boy on the subway 

and identifying exactly was 
Avonte was wearing when 
last seen. To draw Avonte to 
the search, police are using 
the recorded voice of Avon-
te’s mother to lure him to 
safety. The possibility that 
Avonte was kidnapped in 
order to harm him or help 
him is possible and police 
interviewed known sex 
assaulters. Those  extensive 
searches have lacked results 
but are nowhere near done 
as dogs, police officers and 
emergency personnel con-
tinue to scour the city.

The family of the missing 
boy urges New Yorkers to 
help search for Avonte, give 
out flyers to spread aware-
ness of their missing son. 
The parents of the missing 
boy set up a tent outside of 
his Long Island City school 
where volunteer groups 
can gather. Numerous 
volunteers man the camp 
in hopes of a tip from the 
public and regulate volun-
teer groups to search for 
the boy. Volunteers work 
on foot, in private cars or 
ride the subway looking for 
Avonte or spreading aware-
ness through flyers. They 
do many jobs after being 
grouped at the tent based 
on what they are comfort-
able using their time for. 
For example, two Saturdays 
after Avonte was lost volun-
teer groups were sent out 
to ride the A-train in search 
of the boy, while others 
were manning the exits 
of a local farmers mar-
ket, asking patrons if  they 
had spotted Avonte in the 
great fuss of the market. 
Small groups were asked 
to help spread awareness 
to secluded sections of 
Bronx and Far Rockaways 
were the search was not as 
extensive.

ALICE ARONOV ‘18 
& 

SAMANTHA 
VINOYA ‘18

On October 21st, one of BSGE’s longest-running organizations, the Math Club, was 
started up once again.  In the first meeting attended by around fifteen people from the 
9th through 12th grade, each member grew acquainted with how the organization 
would run, when future meetings would be held, and what being in the club entailed. 
Following this briefing, individuals who showed interest were nominated for  various 
positions in the club including president, outreach vice-presidents and challenge mas-
ters. At the subsequent council, Neha Mehta ’14 was elected club president, Ognila 
Biswas ‘14 & Mohammad Sadeghi were selected as Challenge Masters, while members 
chose Claudia Yan ’14 and Onkona Biswas ’16 as Outreach Vice Presidents.

The Math Club is currently supervised by 11th and 12th grade IB Math SL teacher Jim 
Napolitano, who has been head of the organization since it began. Jim Napolitano says 
the club “strictly operates under the students and will go wherever members choose 
to take it.” He explained that his role was essentially to provide help or assistance with 
challenges and work with the president to provide resources and direction in regards 
to math competitions BSGE is enlisted in. For example, every year BSGE participates in 
Moody’s Math Challenge, an annual modeling competition that occurs one weekend 
in March. Two teams, consisting of five students each, work from 7am to 7pm on a 
Saturday in attempting to derive a solution to a pressing global concerns.

The Math Club  meets Mondays from 2:15 to 3:30, but does not convene the first 
Monday of every month because teachers must attend a mandatory staff meeting. In 
addition, more fun follows as the organization gathers on Thursdays from 3:10 up 
until 5:00. The meeting on Thursday is attended mainly by 11th and 12th graders 
who wish to prepare for Moody’s Math Challenge. By starting to prep for the con-
test early, the Math Club hopes to effectively manage the entire process beforehand, 
so each student is prepared for their tasks. By dividing and assigning roles early-on, 
hopefully BSGE is far more ready this year to tackle the challenge, especially because 
the aim is to have two cohesive and unified groups.

Currently, the Math Club has around 16 members from the 9th through 12th grade, 
with a majority of attendees being seniors. During gatherings, members answer a 
wide variety of challenges that require serious critical thinking and making connec-
tions. Participants also look for competitions and events that BSGE can enroll in. Most 
people in the club take part in the Math League Contest, which is held once a month 
on Tuesdays from 2:25-3:00. Participants are given thirty minutes to solve six short-
answer problems that cover a range of topics ranging from coordinate geometry and 
number theory to trigonometry. Attendance has fluctuated over the past few months, 
with anywhere from four to ten contestants.

All in all, if  any of you have a yearnin’ for mathematical learnin’, you should definite-
ly make a trip to a Math Club meeting and get the juices flowing with a great group of 
people.

Crunching Numbers 
in Math Club

NEHA MEHTA ‘14
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Improving BSGE’s Library
BSGE’s  school library is 
used for classes during 
school hours and home 
to students completing 
homework and meet-
ing with their clubs after 
school.  People are rarely 
seen standing between the 
bookshelves and simply 
browsing for books.  To try 
to make the library more 
effective, Ms. Clarkson-
Farrell and Ms. Johnson 
decided to ask students to 
volunteer to organize and 
maintain it.

Last year, only a few 10th 
graders who needed 
community service hours 
helped out.  They did 
preliminary work, such as 
taking inventory, cataloging 
the items the library would 
soon receive, and what 
the library needed.  This 
year, with the preliminary 

work done, more students 
could volunteer to help out 
at the library.  This year’s 
volunteers shelve books 
that have been returned to 
or are entering the system, 
organize the periodicals, 
identify the books that need 
to be relabeled or repaired, 
move the shelves up or 
down when necessary, and 
dust, sweep, and wipe the 
library to keep it clean.

Fewer than two months 
have passed and a lot has 
gotten done.  Most of the 
books waiting to be put 
into circulation have been 
shelved. The library is also 
a lot cleaner, neater, and 
more organized.  Even so, 
the volunteers have more 
work ahead of them.  There 
are a lot of books that have 
been donated to the library 
that need to be put into the 
system, and there are plans 
to get many more nonfic-

tion books.  Of course, 
organizing the library and 
taking care of its space is 
a job that never ends, so 
there will always be work 
to do.  Ms. Clarkson-Farrell 
said that her goal is for 
the library to be a “hub of 
activity.”

Nicholas Jung ’17, Kenneth 
Sue ’17, and Ryan Zhou ’17 
are all students who volun-
teer at the library.  When 
they were asked about it, 
they agreed that it is fun 
and interesting.  According 
to the three students, they 
enjoy getting community 
service hours, organizing 
things, the experience, and 
learning how to properly 
shelve books.  They would 
recommend choosing to 
volunteer if  you are patient 
and interested, and advise 
that you should probably 
try it before committing.  
Ryan would like to remind 

everyone who uses the 
library, “If  you are taking 
a book of the shelf and you 
don’t know or forgot where 
exactly the book came 
from, give it to Ms. Clark-
son-Farrell or just leave it 
on the table.”  This is so the 
books are not shelved in the 
wrong place.

Anyone is allowed to vol-
unteer at the library.  Most 
of the volunteers are 7th 
and 8th graders, though.  
People can volunteer for 15 
to 20 minutes during their 
lunch periods on Tuesday 
through Fridays, or for 45 
minutes to an hour after 
school on Tuesdays through 
Thursdays.  If  you enjoy 
books, want to help out, 
and want to earn commu-
nity service hours, volun-
teering at the school library 
might be right for you.

JUSTIN HAMLIN ‘17

BSGE  Alumni: George Itzhak and Broccoli
BSGE has existed for a mere ten years, but within these 
ten years our school has produced some amazing alumni 
who have gone on to do amazing things.

One of these aspiring alumni is George Itzhak, a student 
who graduated in 2010 who went on to attend New York 
University’s Tisch School of the Arts. Itzhak is a senior 
now, majoring in Film and Television Production.

Itzhak had always been a committed student in his Visual 
Art HL class throughout his years at BSGE, but now he 
is channeling his talent and passion of working with art 
into a different medium: film.

The Uzbekistani student had many dreams of working 
with film from the very start. As early as Itzhak’s frehs-
man year in NYU, he knew he wanted to create his own 
Russian language short film. Russian immigration, Jewish 
life, culture and the history and people of the Middle East 
have been major film themes of interest to Itzhak.

Finally Itzhak is achieving this dream with his film 
“Broccoli” that is currently in production. The short film 
tells the tale of a Russian immigrant named Nina who 
copes with her relocation to Brooklyn and recent divorce 
with an affinity towards vegetables, hence the title.

“My short film “Broccoli” was inspired by a short story I 
read in October 2012, by a writer named Lara Vapnyar.” 
Itzhak said. He continued, “I met the writer in person in 
the spring of 2013 and got permission from her to adapt 
the story, and spent the summer writing the script, before 
entering full pre-production this fall.”

“Broccoli” just 
finished shoot-
ing on December 
3rd, accomplish-
ing Itzhak’s goal of 
shooting the film 
within five days. 
Due to a tight bud-
get and small time 
span, “Broccoli” 
needed to be done 
quickly while still 
avoiding a “rushed” 
quality to the film. 
These kinds of films 
are always the most 
impressive.

Itzhak gained a lot 
of his knowledge 
on film from his 
impressive intern-
ship with NBC that 
he started this June. 
The young and ambitious film director is also excited 
to start his first job with NBC after he graduates this 
December.

“The experience there has taught me a lot about how to 
create a compelling non-fiction story, and one that can 
air on network television,” Itzhak says. He talks about 
the wide set of skills the internship taught him saying, 
“I’ve been involved in writing, shooting, and editing, and 
have been fortunate enough to learn from some industry 
veterans.”

Itzhak is 
enthusiastic 
about start-
ing his future 
career in TV 
News Pro-
duction. But 
he also sees 
himself in 
the future 
working with 
long-form 
documentary 
and photo-
journalism.

 “Don’t think 
you have all 

the answers at age 17 or 18. There is a lot of pressure to 
make decisions about colleges and majors, but keep in 
mind that you are not done growing as a person.” says 
Itzhak. The soon-to-be-graduate offers advice to current 
BSGE students, saying “As you progress through college, 
you will discover new things, start on new paths, and 
come out with your Bachelor’s degree probably with 
more questions than answers (speaking from my experi-
ence, of course).”

His work has been featured at the Los Angeles Sephardic 
Jewish Film Festival, The National Film Festival for Talent-
ed Youth, and the CineYouth Festival, part of the Chicago 
International Film Festival.

His experiences in producing films has taught Itzhak that 
no matter how many good ideas go into a film, in order 
to get things going, you need money. The last month of 
2013 will be a whirlwind for Itzhak because of his Kick-
starter fundraiser campaign to raise money for “Broc-
coli”. The fundraiser ends on December 26th, very close 
to his much anticipated college graduation.

Itzhak plans to take a “short rest” before surmounting 
into the long path of editing, re-editing and then editing 
some more. Tune in for more news on “Broccoli”!

Photo credit: Broccoli’s Facebook Page

LYDIA STETSON ‘15

BSGE’s Outdoor 
Gym Classes
All BSGE students are required to take a gym class but due 
to the school’s lack of space and budget cuts, gym class 
is either held at “The Rink”, “Arrow Park”, or the indoor 
fitness room. While some students enjoy the fresh air and 
chance to get out of school, others wish that BSGE had an 
indoor gymnasium to play in.  Variables like bad weather, 
danger and filth make outdoor gym a less desirable op-
tion. Some students want an indoor gym in BSGE so that 
they don’t have to face the harsh conditions winter brings. 
They would prefer the warm indoors where you can play 
year round instead being stuck in the exercise room when 
weather problems occur. They would prefer to play sports 
such as basketball, volleyball, dodgeball, and floor hockey 
inside a gym rather than outside. Some kids would prefer 
an indoor gym because it’s cleaner and less dangerous in 
case someone falls. But indoor gymnasiums also have its 
downsides.

Indoor gyms are confined and have minimum space to 
play desired sports. Indoor gymnasiums provide less 
opportunity to experience new environments, which 
can make indoor gym less exciting. Fresh air isn’t acces-
sible while playing in a indoor gymnasium, which makes 
students less eager to exercise. But 8th grader Tahmid Asif 
‘18 states that “Outdoor gym has tons of space, sunshine, 
fresh air, and chances to play in teams with friends.” 
Ultimately, many kids have different opinions about indoor 
and outdoor gym and both have good and bad aspects 
about them.

LUKE MAXWELL ‘18
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Ms. Julie Hunter
teacher oF the moNth
BaccRag: Where did you 
work before you came to 
BSGE?

Ms. Hunter: At another 
school, in New York.

What do you think of 
BSGE so far?

It’s really great, it’s a 
really special place. The 
students are really good, 
the building is really 
clean, the staff is really 
good, my boss is good, 
the neighborhood is 
good. I really love it here, 
I really like this school.

Was math your favorite 
subject in high school?

Yeah, it was.

What kind of math?

Well, it’s kind of hard to 
remember high school, 
even though it wasn’t 
that long ago. We didn’t 
learn things in the same 
order as you guys. I re-
ally liked algebra, actu-
ally. And geometry.

When did you decide 
you wanted to teach 
math?

When I graduated dur-
ing the Recession, and 

I had trouble finding a 
job, I went back to school 
to become a teacher, 
because both my par-
ents were teachers, and I 
figured – why not.

What college did you go 
to?

Stonybrook.

Where are you from 
originally?

Brooklyn.

What grade is your fa-
vorite grade to teach?

All of high school.

Why teenagers?

Because they’re smarter 
than little kids, they’re 
more fun, they’re opin-
ionated, they’re more 
outgoing. And they’re 
just more interesting.

What’s the most annoy-
ing thing that students 
do in your class?

Using cell phones in 
class. I really hated that. 
But I don’t see that here. 
Or eating in class. Oh 
my god, I hated that so 
much. But I also don’t 
see that here.

You mentioned in class 
that you skydive a lot. 
What’s the coolest place 
you’ve ever skydived at?

“Skydive Chicago” – it’s 
in Ottawa, Illinois. It’s a 
really great drop zone. 
The people there are 
great, the land is good 
and the airplanes are 
good.

Why do you like skydiv-
ing?

It’s a lot of fun. I mean, 
you should try it some-
time. If  you want to 
know why I like it, you 
should just try it, you’ll 
see.

There’s no way we’re 
going to have a skydiving 
field trip, right?

*laughs* I doubt that 
anyone would ever let 
me do such a thing. It 
would be so not allowed 
on so many levels. They 
don’t even let kids swim, 
because they’re afraid 
you guys will drown. So 
I doubt they’d let you go 
15,000 feet into the air, 
and just jump out of the 
plane.

What are your other 

hobbies?

It’s pretty much 
just skydiving, but 
I used to do a lot, 
really intensely, 
of hot yoga. I did 
it for three years, 
but when I started 
working, I didn’t 
have much time. 
But yeah, that was 
a big hobby of 
mine.

If  you were stuck 
on a desert island, 
what three things 
would you bring?

An airplane that 
could fly itself, and 
my parachute. And 
a really good book.

So you own your 
own parachute?

I do, yeah.

What’s your favorite 
food?

Pizza.

What’s your favorite 
topic to teach?

Statistics. That’s what my 
degree is in, so anything 
related to statistics. I 
guess that would have 

been my favorite thing 
in high school, but I 
don’t actually remember 
learning statistics in high 
school.

What are you look-
ing forward to the most 
about teaching at BSGE 
this year?

This year? I don’t know 

about this year, but I’m 
really looking forward to 
watching my kids gradu-
ate. I love that. I love 
watching my students 
graduate. It’s so much 
fun.

Interview by Maya Ju-
man ‘16

Stop and Frisk: 
Racial Profiling?
Stop and Frisk is a program introduced in the late 1990s in which police stop sus-
picious-looking people on the street. If  it appears that this person is in possession of 
a weapon, they are then checked for weapons on their body. This program has been 
postponed until Bill de Blasio is inaugurated. de Blasio vows to change this policy so 
it avoids racial discrimination. Many citizens of this city have complained in regards 
to racial profiling because the African-Americans and Hispanic population has been 
targeted in stops more often. However, others have insisted that it helps reduce crime. 
The decision on this policy is very important for the people of this city.

The current mayor, Michael Bloomberg, is a strong proponent of Stop and Frisk. In a 
Washington Post article, Bloomberg claims that it has saved the lives of many people, 
many of whom are African-Americans or Hispanic. Bloomberg states that Stop and 
Frisk helps protect innocent inhabitants of minority neighborhoods. Bloomberg also 
says that Stop and Frisk is not racial profiling because “when it comes to policing, 
political correctness is deadly.”

The mayor-elect of the city, Bill de Blasio, is against Stop and Frisk and what he 
believes is the inherent racial profiling involved. He states that racial profiling has 
created a rift between police officers and minorities. African-Americans and Hispanics 
can no longer trust the police, who de Blasio insists, are discriminatory in their tactics. 
On de Blasio’s website, he states “innocent New Yorkers should not be subject to inva-
sive and baseless searches strictly on the account of race.” When he is inaugurated, he 
pledges “to change the way the NYPD has been utilizing Stop and Frisk consistent with 
the NYPD’s ability to continue its magnificent performance over the past 23 years of 
dramatically reducing crime.” If  successful, the ceasing of Stop and Frisk may com-
pletely change the way the NYPD approaches crime.

MICHAEL XU ‘18

BSGE recently hired a new parent coordinator named Margaret Pasach who is also 
BSGE parent. Pasach graduated from Queens College and Fordham University with an 
MA in Elementary Education and a Bachelor’s degree in Studio Art. Before coming to 
BSGE, Pasach was working as an elementary school art teacher for grades 1-6 in and 
a substitute teacher. Pasach has also worked as a director of Arts and Crafts in Crane 
Lake Camp in Massachusetts.

Pasach is excited to jump right into the school community.  The main duty of the par-
ent coordinator is to facilitate and coordinate interactions between parents and guard-
ians with the school’s staff.  Pasach’s job also includes getting parents and guardians to 
be more involved in their children’s learning along. Pasach also answers any questions 
parents may have about the curriculum, program, teachers or events.  Another func-
tion of the parent coordinator is helping out and supporting pre-existing organiza-
tions, like the School Leadership Team  (SLT).

From her very first day at BSGE, Pasach has been keeping busy. One of the first things 
Pasach did when she started at BSGE was to advertise for Curriculum Night by listing 
all the after school clubs students can participate in.  She has been hard at work on the 
parent email contact list and giving out free Panera coupons for kids whose parents 
have signed up.  She also managed the volunteer system for the Parent Teacher Con-
ference.  She attends all the PTA and SLT meetings and makes reports on her progress.  
But besides that, one of her most important jobs is that she is now the person to call if  
parents have any issues.  She knows all the “happenings” around the building and is a 
great source of information.  Parents should try and get to know their parent coordi-
nator so they can become more involved in school.  You can contact Mrs. Pasach by 
calling the school at (718) 361-5275 or emailing her at: mpasach@BSGE.org.

BSGE Gets New Parent Coordinator
ANNIE CHENG ‘18
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Why Hats Are Banned: An Inside Look
Heat leaves the body quickly through the hands, feet, and 
head. As the colder months are rolling in, fuzzy socks, 
gloves and hats protect us with their cozy properties. But, 
one of them is banned: hats. Why are hats banned in 
classrooms when they’re not illegal on the streets?

The NYC Department of Education Discipline Code states 
in rule B09: “Wearing clothing, headgear, (e.g., caps or 
hats), or other items that are unsafe or disruptive to the 
educational process is prohibited.” It is classified as an 
infraction: an uncooperative or noncompliant behavior. 
However, it’s a level one offense, the least serious one out 
of five possible levels.

The rule leaves room for interpretation. “Unsafe” and 
“disruptive” are vague words to work with. In the past, 
hats were banned in school areas with high gang-activity. 
Specifically with snapback hats, they were popular as a 
way to sport gang identity through key colors or symbols. 
Despite the previous association of hats with gang activ-
ity, the analysis of what hats stand for can be taken too 
far. Anowar Bashal ‘16 said, “Hats can represent team 
names. I was told not to wear a hat once, and it simply 
said New York. I don’t think they should be banned.”

Another student agrees that this dress code rule should 
be lifted. “It’s not fair,” said Brianna Carty ‘16. “What if  
we’re having a bad hair day?” Carty is a fan of wearing 
beanie hats to accessorize her hair, among many other 
students who enjoy donning this slouchy, laid-back state-
ment piece.

“Hats define me and it’s my style,” said Alvaro Bermejo 
‘16. Bermejo is iconic for the hats he frequently wears to 
class, and the teachers who just as frequently confiscate 
or order him to remove his fashion statement. Several 
times, he had his hat confiscated from him. “It angers 
me because people should be allowed to wear what they 
want. Schools should be about education, not what you 
wear. Hats aren’t distracting unless you have a sombrero 
that covers the student behind you.”

But at the same time, students understand the setbacks of 
wearing hats to school. Not only can large hats obscure 
the view of the person sitting behind, but they can also 
hide your face. “They might be sleeping and the teacher 
might not see,” said Kara Larochelle.

“Sometimes, hats cover the head in a way that makes it 
dangerous for the school environment,” said Stephanie 
Pichardo ‘16. Hats can make it harder to identify some-
one, so a criminal can disguise himself with a hat and 
enter the school building. For the same reason, masks are 
annually announced as prohibited around the Halloween 
holiday because they cover the face, and hide the identity.

“One person hid something in his cap so everyone in the 
city can’t wear them. We’re a good school, its’ not fair” 
said Nikolaos Filooulos ‘15. “Beanies are for love not for 
hate.”a

VIVIAN YAN ‘16
On October 26th, 27th and 
November 2nd, 8th grade 
and 9th grade students 
traveled to various test 
sites distributed through-
out New York City to take 
the annual SHSAT exam. 
The SHSAT (Specialized 
High Schools Admissions 
Test) is an exam taken by 
8th grade and 9th grade 
students who reside in 
the city. Administered by 
the NYC Department of 
Education, the assessment 
is taken by students who 
wish to apply to one of 
NYC’s 8 Specialized High 
Schools. Admission into 
one of the Specialized High 
Schools in the 5 boroughs 
is based solely on SHSAT 
performance scores, fully 
disregarding school grades 
and state exam scores.

New York City’s Special-
ized High Schools are:

·        Stuyvesant High 
School

·        Bronx High School 
of Science

·        Brooklyn Technical 
High School

·        Queens High School 
for the Sciences (QHSS) at 
York College

·        High School of 
American Studies at 
Lehman College

·        Brooklyn Latin 
School

·        Staten Island Tech-
nical High School

·        High School for 
Math, Science and Engi-
neering at City College

·        LaGuardia High 
School of Music and Art 
& Performing Arts (accep-
tance into LaGuardia is not 
reflected by SHSAT score, 
but by individual audi-
tions)

The SHSAT is a two and 
a half-hour long exam, 
consisting of a total of 95 
questions. It is split into 
two distinct categories: a 
verbal section (English) 
and a mathematics portion. 
The verbal section con-
tains scrambled paragraph 
questions, logical reason-
ing questions, and reading 
passages with comprehen-
sion questions – a total of 
45 verbal questions. The 
mathematics section has 
50 questions, including 
topics like algebra, geom-
etry, word problems and 
arithmetic problems.

Many BSGE students have 
spent months, even years, 
preparing for the exam. 
Some have attended after-

school tutoring sessions 
during the year, hoping 
that the extra coaching will 
help. Students have even 
been known to stay home 
during school days to prep 
in the wake of the exam. 
These intense prepara-
tions are shadowed by the 
fact that students must 
make the decision of either 
staying in BSGE or moving 
on to a Specialized High 
School. In a student survey 
conducted after the test, 
52 out of 108 8th graders 
said they took the exam in 
November. Some students 
expressed their opinions 
about leaving the school. 
One student said; “I feel 
that the school is too small 
compared to other high 
schools. I think this limits 
the amount of extracur-
ricular activities we have 
in the school.” Others 
expressed their decision to 
stay at BSGE. “I like being 
in an environment where 
I’ve known people for 
years,” commented an 8th 
grader. “I prefer the laid 
back, free environment of 
this school.”

Whether students decide to 
leave the school or not, this 
is no doubt a very serious 
and big decision to make, 
as it determines the next 
4 years of their academic 
life. It determines the kind 
of high school life a student 
will have. This decision 
may also play a role in the 
future college enrollment 
process.

In the case of many BSGE 
students taking the exam, 
most, if  not all, students 
were assigned to take the 
exam in nearby Long Island 
City High School, only 
about a half hour walk 
away from our school. 
The scene at LIC was 
overwhelming. Hundreds 
of students were pres-
ent to take the exam. An 
enormous line to enter the 
building formed, dragging 
from the front entrance of 
the building to a few blocks 
down the street. School 
Safety agents cordoned off 
traffic along the street, as 
parents shouted words of 
encouragement to their 
anxious children. Exams 
took place in two separate 
time frames, a morning 
session and a noon ses-
sion. After the exam, some 
BSGE students reflected 
upon their experience. 
One student commented: 
“I thought the test itself 
was fairly easy, but I am 
worried that the smallest 
mistake will lead me away 
from the school I wanted.”

Test results are expected to 
be released around Febru-
ary of next year.

What’s a “SHSAT?”
JONATHAN ZHENG ‘18

Halloween Rave a Success
On October 25th, Senior Council threw a Halloween 
Rave to close off Spirit Week with a bang. Many attend-
ees wore costumes which, though not required to enter 
the dance, was highly encouraged in order to get every-
body in the Halloween spirit. About 200 people attended, 
making the dance a huge success, with Senior Council 
raising just over $1,000 to put towards the cost of senior 
dues.

    The big turnout at the dance marked a shift from the 
poor attendance at school dances in recent years. When 
senior council members were asked about the success of 
the dance, they  identified their determination to make 
the dance as enjoyable as possible as a major factor. 
“[The dance] was something we all wanted to succeed 
and make a reasonable profit from so we all put in our 
best effort,” says Lina Rahmani ’14. “It also worked 

because we had a spirit week leading up to the dance, so 
we were able to garner enough attention.” On how they 
came up with the theme of the dance, Izzy Hernan-
dez ’14, says that they planned a rave 
“because it had never been executed 
before, and it fit the recent trends of 
the time.”

    A big part of the success of the 
rave also lay in the way it was pro-
moted. The halls were adorned with 
mysterious flyers advertising “Octo-
ber 25th” weeks before, and care-
fully designed posters were placed 
strategically around the schools. The 
seniors were aggressive in selling 
tickets, chasing down unsuspecting 
middle schoolers to urge them to 
go and getting Ms. Johnson to make 
multiple announcements. “We made 

sure to approach every grade” says Lauren Katzenstein 
’14. “We wanted everyone to attend.” Lina highlights 
the senior class’ efforts to promote the dance, saying that 
“our grade as a whole was proactive in selling tickets, 
and we had a lot of different people involved.” Izzy at-
tributes the success of the dance to the posters, saying 
that “the mystery of the first round of posters generated 
interest. People just saw the date without knowing what 
it referred to and immediately wondered what it was.”

    The Senior Council plans to throw a Valentine’s Day 
Dance in February, so if  you attended the rave and are 
excited for another dance, or if  you missed out on this 
one and regret it, you have another opportunity to expe-
rience a BSGE dance. You’re welcome.

ANA MILJAK ‘14

Photo credit: Alexandra Calpo ‘19 and Lauren Katzenstein ‘14
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Coffeed: Astoria’s Most 
Unique Coffeeshop
Two blocks away from 
BSGE on Northern Bou-
levard is a large white 
building that resembles a 
warehouse, similar to the 
many other barren look-
ing structures throughout 
Astoria and Long Island 
City (LIC). But if  you man-
age to stumble inside the 
first floor of this building 
you will find “Coffeed,” the 
eco-friendly coffee shop 
that gives back to the com-
munity of Queens through 
10% of their beverage sales 
and 5% of their food sales.

The first thing one would 
most likely notice is the 
casual setup of the café 
with mismatched tables 
and chairs strung along a 
cement floor with posters 
and chalkboards hung up 
along the wall. Although 
the spacious room seems to 
resemble a forgotten loft, 
the relaxing music, aroma 
of brewing coffee and quiet 

chatter gives it a comfort-
able and homey vibe.

“It’s a quaint kind of 
locale,” Andres Gomez 15’ 
said. “It’s definitely a place 
I would go to for a sand-
wich after school.”

Frank Raffaele or, “Tur-
tle”, his nickname, is the 
founder of this coffee shop 
business with two other 
stores in Port Washing-
ton, Long Island and the 
CUNYLaw building, also 
in LIC. A “Queens boy” 
growing up in various 
neighborhood of Queens, 
Raffaele is a graduate of 
Yale who returned to his 
roots to contribute to the 
large ethnic borough using 
his knowledge of business 
that he has acquired over 
the years.

“Coffeed came from the 
idea that we needed to 
create a business, in simple 
terms, but something that is 

unique.”

And unique 
is ev-
erything 
Coffeed 
is. Besides 
being a hu-
manitarian 
coffee shop, 
sending 
their profits 
to local 
charities, 
Coffeed is 
also eco-
friendly 
and very 
community-
orientated. 
The flagship store of Cof-
feed on Northern Boulevard 
is partnered with Brooklyn 
Grange, a rooftop farming 
business that actually has 
its own farm on the roof.

In fact, BSGE has an excel-
lent view of the Brooklyn 
Grange Farm from the 
East side of our school. In 

case you don’t 
know which 
side is the 
East side, the 
view from Mr. 
Heine’s room 
on the fourth 
floor is fan-
tastic. You can 
easily point out 
the farm from 
its sky blue 
colored shed 
on the roof la-
beled with the 
giant words of 
“FARM.”

Raffaele re-
flects fondly of 
the his first ex-
perience with 
the farm.

“I remember 
as soon as I 
saw the farm, 
I fell in love. I 
knew I had to 
have our coffee 
shop HERE.”

Current manager of Cof-
feed, Victoria Jennings 
also raves about the farm, 
saying “I take any chance I 
can get to come up here.” 
She continues, “Honestly, 
this farm is a huge part of 
the reason why this job is 
so great.”

Coffeed works with Brook-
lyn Grange Farm in a sym-
biotic relationship where 
Coffeed sends its used 
coffee grounds and food 
scraps to use as fertilizer in 
the farm while Coffeed uses 
the fresh harvested vegeta-
bles in their menu. Coffeed 
also donates parts of its 
profits to Brooklyn Grange 
for a charity they have that 
brings inner city kids to the 
farm in order to learn how 
food comes to their plate 
and to interact with a real 
farm.

Raffaele also believes in the 
immense importance of 
schools in any neighbor-
hood or community. He 
even allowed us to quote 
him on saying, “All BSGE 
students will be given a 
15% discount off all bever-
ages and foods if  they bring 
their student ID!”

Now there is no reason not 
to give Coffeed a try.

BSGE Starts 
New Debate Club

LYDIA STETSON ‘15

BSGE has a new Debate Club that meets during 8th 
period on Thursdays in the Library. Debate Club is an 
opportunity for students to express their feelings on 
various topics using the art of debate. It was started by 
7th grader Adam O. Ms. Clarkson Farrell, the advisor 
of Debate Club, is hopeful for the future of debate club. 
When asked the main point of the club she replied that 
she hopes to “get the students to develop confidence in 
their abilities to speak publicly.” Although they do not 
participate in any competitions yet, Ms. Farrell hopes 
to get the kids to develop enough skills to compete. She 
says, “So far, the kids are doing well and are showing an 
improvement in their arguments toward a certain side 
of a topic.” As of now, they have mini debates where 
they are assigned a topic, have to do research, and then 
are asked to debate with a partner. She also hopes for 
another advisor, who is ready and willing to dedicate 
time to teach the kids how to debate competitively. BSGE 
used to have a Debate Club for years but was discontin-
ued last year due to issues with funding. To join the club, 
you don’t need experience all you need is a “willingness 
to learn, participate, and socially interact with others. 
All you need is the willingness to learn the art of debate. 
It’s great opportunity for you to interact with new 
people and also work on your public speaking skills. for 
Debate club is on Thursdays after school. Join debate 
club today!

NIBRAS ISLAM ‘18 & CAMILLA KHAN ‘18

The photography club is the latest addition to BSGE’s 
literally non existent line up of after school activities. 
Run by 12th grade History of Americas teacher, Jen-
nifer Dikes, the committee meets every Friday after 7th 
period. Focusing on a new topic each week, the club 
explores different photography skills and learns how to 
use techniques such as contrast when taking pictures. 
Each week Ms.Dikes assigns the group a new theme, 
which in previous weeks have included texture and 
black and white edits, and gives the group a week to 
take pictures complimenting that certain theme. Then, 
in the following week, the club has a critique of all 
of the photos sent in and discusses what each person 
did well using that specific technique. The most recent 
photographs taken focusing on making black and white 
edits are posted outside on the bulletin board adjacent to 
the elevator on the third floor.

    With a set of newly purchased DSLR cameras arriving 
after the Christmas Break, the photography club is also 
learning how to use Photoshop and taking pictures with 
something other than the little camera on our iPhones. 
The new cameras will also give students a hands on 
experience with using a professional camera and learn-
ing how to use its multiple confusing functions to their 
advantage. So if  you’re looking for an activity that steers 
clear of any physical activity and gives you hours for 
making cool edits, you might fancy giving photography 
club a go.

BSGE’s 
Photography Club

Photo credit: Ritika Karnik ‘14

Photo credit: Ritika 
Karnik ‘14

Photo credit: Ana Miljak ‘14

RITIKA KARNIK ‘14
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What to Listen To: 
Best Indie Albums of 2013
1. Modern Vampires of the City by Vam-
pire Weekend- With highly varied influences 
and obscure cultural references sprinkled through-
out, Vampire Weekend’s third album is musically 
and lyrically interesting, lending itself to being 
played on repeat for weeks on end. The often serious 
lyrical content and overlying themes of death, aging 
and religion juxtapose the upbeat, catchy music that 
makes you want to loudly sing along, allowing you 
to ponder your existence while getting turnt at the 
same time. The album takes a slight dip in quality 
towards the end, with Hudson and Young Lion, the 
last two tracks of the album, being completely skippable; however, the first ten songs 
make up for it. Actually, the last minute of Hannah Hunt alone makes up for it.

Standout tracks: Unbelievers, Hannah Hunt, Step, Ya Hey, Everlasting Arms

2. Repave by Volcano Choir- The sopho-
more release of the indie band fronted by Bon Iver’s 
Justin Vernon finds a common ground between the 
unfocused experimentation of the band’s first album 
Repave and Bon Iver’s refined, borderline boring 
sound. Repave is good as both background music for 
an all-night study session or for a more active listen, 
as it somehow manages to be both interesting enough 
to pay attention to and calming enough to tune out.

Standout tracks: Acetate, Byegone, Tiderays, Dance-
pack

3. Pure Heroine by Lorde- Don’t judge Lorde 
based off Royals, the annoying Top 40 hit that domi-
nated your radios for way too long, and her slightly 
off-putting public persona because her debut album 
is actually really good. Like, surprisingly good. The 
lyrical content, though redundant at times, marks a 
refreshing shift from the glamorous, exciting lifestyle 
depicted in other pop albums, and it highlights Lorde’s 
maturity and self-awareness despite her young age. 
Her unique vocals and experimentation with different 
sounds makes the album solid from start to finish. Just 
ignore Royals.

Standout tracks: Ribs, 400 Lux, Buzzcut Season, A World Alone

4. 180 by Palma Violets- The debut 
album from this English garage rock band 
clearly draws its influence from other 
English rock bands such as the Libertines, 
and will make you want to head bang 
while wearing a leather jacket. The songs 
are relatively unstructured, bordering on 
just sounding like noise at times, but its 
part of what makes the album so fun to 
listen to.

Standout tracks: Best of Friends, Last of 
the Summer Wine, Johnny Bagga Donuts, 
14

5. The 1975 by The 1975- Yet another successful debut from England, The 
1975 is a catchy alternative/indie rock album that, although gratuitously long at 16 
tracks, captures your attention for (almost) the entire time. Though this is only their 
first album, the band has been together since 2002, and thus seem very confident in 

themselves, even borderline narcissistic at 
times (the first track on their self-titled al-
bum is a self-titled song… The 1975 by The 
1975 off the album The 1975…), which 
comes through in their unique sound. How-
ever, I can’t comment on their lyrical con-
tent because I literally do not understand a 
single word the lead singer is saying.

Standout tracks: Chocolate, The City, Girls, 
Menswear

ANA MILJAK ‘14

The 2013 New York may-
oral election took place on 
the 5th of November. The 
two main candidates were 
Bill de Blasio (Democratic) 
and Joe Lhota (Republi-
can). After leading the polls 
throughout the majority 
of the race, Bill de Blasio 
was elected mayor of New 
York. Bill de Blasio isn’t our 
mayor yet, but his official 
inauguration will be on the 
January 1, 2014.

Bill de Blasio is no stranger 
to the politics and govern-
ment of New York. Since 
2009, he has been the 
Public Advocate of the City 
of New York. De Blasio’s 
job is to help give New 
Yorkers the opportunity to 
express their ideas about 
the current government. He 
wants New Yorkers to be 
able to have a say in their 
own government because 
they are the ones who get 
affected by it. New York-
ers are the ones who could 
say what they think needs 
improvement and what is 
already fully accomplished. 
De Blasio has been working 
on limiting the use of stop-
and-frisk. Furthermore, he 
thinks that New Yorkers 
are unnecessarily spending 
money on taxes that could 
be used for more pressing 
needs. For eight years since 

2001, de Blasio represented 
District 39 in Brooklyn in 
the New York City Council.

One of the main problems 
that de Blasio wants to 
solve is getting New Yorkers 
in safe, comfortable, and 
affordable homes. Many 
New Yorkers are living in 
shelters, unsafe homes, or 
in homes without heat dur-
ing the winter. He wants 
New Yorkers to be able to 
afford to live in a home 
with the appropriate living 
conditions for each season, 
such as having heat during 
the winter. De Blasio has 
been working on solving 
this problem even while he 
was public advocate. This is 
because this main problem 
can be divided into several 
smaller problems that af-
fect many middle-class and 
lower-class New Yorkers. 
These problems include 
unfair landlords and unaf-
fordable housing. Many 
landlords are charging 
New Yorkers too much for 
rent, leading to many New 
Yorkers living without heat. 
De Blasio wants to fix this 
issue by confronting the 
lousy landlords. De Blasio 
thinks that by confronting 
the landlords, they will be 
pressured into decreasing 
the rent and into fixing the 
living conditions for the 
tenants. De Blasio’s plans 
include creating 50,000 
affordable housing units for 

low- and middle-income 
families.

Joe Lhota was Bill de Bla-
sio’s opponent in the last 
mayoral election. Lhota was 
working as chairman of the 
MTA (Metropolitan Trans-
portation Authority) until 
he decided he wanted to 
run for the mayor of New 
York. As chairman of the 
MTA, Lhota was in charge 
of making sure that the 
means of transportation in 
New York were getting New 
Yorkers where they needed 
to be in a reasonable 
amount of time. He also 
targeted major problems 
New Yorkers were encoun-
tering throughout their 
daily public transportation. 
Working as chairman of 
the MTA helped to encour-
age Lhota to become more 
involved in the government 
of New York.

In the end, de Blasio did 
win, but both de Blasio and 
Lhota came up with good 
plans to help New York and 
it’s residents. New York-
ers must have felt that the 
presence of Bill de Blasio 
as their mayor would have 
benefitted them more in 
the long run. Both candi-
dates did a very good job of 
speaking their mind, but no 
matter what, only one of 
them could be the mayor of 
New York.

New York’s New Mayor 
Plans for the Future

SAMANTHA 
VINOYA ‘18

At the end of the third quarter, the “Killer Bees” scored 14 more points, while the 
ACTvF Panthers made 7 more. By this time in the game, the score was 32-55 and most 
of the BSGE supporters could tell they would win. But still, Sting was adamant that, if  
they were going to win, they should “win big,” as Neha put it during the game.

The last quarter, which granted the Panthers and Sting both 13 points each, was 
arguably the most exciting of the game. During the first six minutes, Sting players 
were trying not to foul, as per Mr. Anderson’s coaching, and putting their hands up 
for what made for amazing defense against both the Panthers’ passes and their shots. 
The last twenty or so seconds of the game (during which the score was 45-65) was 
the loudest, with both crowds up on their feet, as well as the two BSGE scorekeepers 
Samantha and Neha. 

At 21 seconds left, Abdulah Dervisevic ‘14 returned the ball inbounds and passed it 
to Joshua Zhuo ‘17. At 14 seconds, Joshua drove the ball to the basket then passed it 
to Amar Omeragic ‘15. 13.6 seconds, Amar made the final shot, a 3-pointer, pushing 
BSGE’s score up to 68. With the ball in the Panthers’ hands, the next shot they took 
would decide their final score. In the final three seconds, a Panther shot the ball from 
outside of the three-point line. 

The buzzer rang just as the ball bounced off the ring. Immediately, the Sting play-
ers on the bench, on the court, as well as the BSGE students and BSGE alum from the 
bleachers ran to meet in the middle of the court in excitement. Cheers and screams 
echoed through the large gymnasium. Hugs were exchanged, “Oh my God!” rang in 
people’s ears, and a shirt was taken off in celebratory fashion. 

For the first time, the boys basketball team won a League-level high school basketball 
game, with an unprecedented 68 points in BSGE history. (The highest score previously 
was 46, made just the week before at Academy of American Studies.) The coach, the 
scorekeepers, and BSGE’s students, alum, and teachers alike all congratulate the BSGE 
boys basketball team for playing such an amazing game.

Boys Basketball Team 
Makes History, Wins
(from front page)

SAMANTHA CALPO ‘14



The “Dough” of the College Pizza Pie: What is Financial Aid?
Once the applications have been sent and the pending acceptance and rejection letters 
are on the horizon the financial aid process, the second half of the college process 
begins. While Peter gives out the College Manual to 11th and 12th graders, which 
includes information about financial aid, it never hurts to review the basics.

Peter Wilson, BSGE’s college counselor, called for a mandatory meeting with students 
and their families in order to inform students of the types of financial aid and the 
forms that need to be filled out. The burden of paying for college is heavy and students 
are expected to shoulder it. Mr. Wilson stressed that parents cannot be the ones ex-
pected to carry all of the weight and students must be aware of the business of higher 
education.

Need-based aid is based entirely on the economics of your family. It is calculated 
by adding the income of parents and their assets, then dividing that number by the 
dependents, or number of people claimed on the family tax returns. Often people find 
out about their family situations when they fill out the required Free Application for 
Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) and CSS Profile. Merit-based aid is based on academic 
achievements such as SAT scores and high school transcripts. Neither type of aid can be 
given without the completion of financial aid forms.

The meeting began by first breaking down financial aid into four different types: 
grants, scholarships, loans, and work study. Clarifying the types of financial aid is 
important because it can easily become mystifying. When looking at the costs outlined 
by a school everything must be multiplied by four, as there students typically attend 
college for four years. Students pay for tuition, room and board, books, and student 
fees. Student fees are comprised of lab fees, concerts, beautification, plumbing, mainte-
nance, and other necessities.

Loans are the ugly form of financial aid, but are in many cases a necessary evil. Loans 
must be paid back with interest. Subsidized loans are good because the government 
pays for them while you’re in school and the interest on them does not start accumu-
lating until six months after graduation. If  one goes on to graduate school, payments 
can be deferred so he or she can wait to pay them back. Unsubsidized loans require 
you to pay back the money you are borrowing with interest starting the minute you 
sign your name. At the meeting, families learned about three types of loans: Perkins, 
FDSL, and PLUS. Perkins and Federal Direction Student Loans (FDSL) are both  loans 
with fixed interest rates. This means that if  you borrow money as a freshman with an 
interest rate of 4.7 %, the interest rate will stay at 4.7%. FDSL loans tend to have the 
lower rates because the government understands you are not working. PLUS loans are 
loans taken out in a parent or guardian’s name. Often these have high interest rates. 
Rates vary between 6.8% and 9% depending on the year.

When taking out a loan one has to ask themselves “Is it worth it to graduate with debt? 
How much debt is too much debt?” Mr. Wilson has shared the idea that if  you have 
more than a year of debt, at some private schools this means $60,000 or more that the 
financial plan is not possible. It is important to keep in mind that sometimes debt is 
necessary but it is always bad and it is essential to keep it manageable. There is no such 
thing as good debt.  Perkins and FDSL have no penalty for paying back early. The rate 
on these loans increases each year, as each year of college is increasingly more expen-
sive. An additional cost to take into account when deciding on which loan to take out is 
the origination fee. This number tells you the amount of money the bank charges you 
for it to check out your financial records. It also is important to remember that if  you 
have a loan for $10,000 a year, this is essentially a $40,000 loan.

Grants and scholarships are known as “hard money”, in comparison to the “soft 
money” of loans of which you can decide on the amount based on need and the gap 
between what you can afford and what the school is giving you. These come from 
private corporations, alumni, and can be used as tax write offs for the school.  The two 
types of grants discussed at the meeting included Pell grants and Tuition Assistance 

Program (TAP). Both grants are need based. Pell grants are receivable anywhere in 
the country while TAP is only applicable in NY state. It is the state’s way of thanking 
students for spending their money in New York. The maximum award from Pell Grants 
and TAP grants are $5,000. Grants differ from scholarships in that in order to receive 
them one must fill out their FAFSA form. 

Scholarships very in what is required, sometimes community service and leadership 
skill, often essays. They are given out by charities, schools, private organizations. Mil-
lions of scholarships go un-awarded because students don’t apply for them. Because 
of how valuable the money provided by scholarships is, Peter Wilson often tells BSGE 
students that we do not do enough of them.

The fourth type of financial aid is work study. This money will be used to supplement 
life at college, not the cost of housing or tuition. Instead, it can be used for eating, 
transportation, and going to the movies. The maximum you can work a week is 20 
hours. However it is recommended students limit themselves to eight to ten hours a 
week, as their primary job is going to school.

The FAFSA cannot be completed until January 1st, as it requires the family’s taxes for 
the year a student enters college. It is suggested that it is filled out between  January 
15th and February 1st. Mr. Wilson described it as wanting to get the party early in 
order to get a “big piece of the pie.” The CSS Profile is not free. It is $26.50 to register 
and $12-13 after that for each school. It is important to check that a school actually re-
quires the form before sending it. This can be started in December, as applications are 
finished up. The CSS Profile goes into much greater detail to really get a sense of your 
financial situation and it allows you to share extensive circumstances. In some cases, a 
detailed CSS profile can lead to an increase in the financial aid allotted for the student.

due to the amount being decided based on need , are “hard money” that is given to 
you, which does not need to be payed back. Grants often come from the federal and 
state government, but there are private grants as well. These come from private corpo-
rations, alumni, and can be used as tax write offs for the school. Millions of scholar-
ships are not awarded because students don’t apply for them. The two types of grants 
discussed at the meeting included Pell grants and Tuition Assistance Program (TAP). 
Both grants are need based. Pell grants are receivable anywhere in the country while 
TAP is only applicable in NY state. It is the state’s way of thanking students for spend-
ing their money in New York. The maximum award from Pell Grants and TAP grants 
are $5,000.

The fourth type of financial aid is work study. This money will be used to supplement 
life at college, not the cost of housing or tuition. Instead, it can be used for eating, 
transportation, and going to the movies. The maximum you can work a week is 20 
hours. However it is recommended students limit themselves to eight to ten hours a 
week, as their primary job is going to school.

The FAFSA cannot be completed until January 1st, as it requires the family’s taxes for 
the year a student enters college. It is suggested that it is filled out between  January 
15th and February 1st. Mr. Wilson described it as wanting to get the party early in 
order to get a “big piece of the pie.” The CSS Profile is not free. It is $26.50 to register 
and $12-13 after that for each school. It is important to check that a school actually re-
quires the form before sending it. This can be started in December, as applications are 
finished up. The CSS Profile goes into much greater detail to really get a sense of your 
financial situation and it allows you to share extensive circumstances. In some cases, a 
detailed CSS profile can lead to an increase in financial aid allotted for the student.
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ARIEL TAUB ‘14

FAFSA Completion Rates by State, 2012
Graphic credit: www.quickanded.com



On November 3, over 50,000 people completed the annual New York City 
Marathon.  The marathon started in Staten Island, went over the Verrazano 
Bridge, traveled up through Brooklyn and into Queens, went to Manhattan via 
the Queensboro Bridge, proceeded into the Bronx using the Willis Avenue Bridge, 
went around and back into Manhattan over the Madison Avenue Bridge, and fin-
ished in Central Park.  One of those 50,000 was Tim David-Lang, BSGE’s guid-
ance counselor.

This was Tim’s first time running a marathon.  One of the many ways to gain 
entrance to the NYC Marathon is by winning a lottery.  Last year was the fourth 
time he entered, having failed the other three times.  He won the lottery, but 
Hurricane Sandy canceled the race.  When Tim learned that, he knew that it was 
the right thing to do, but a few weeks later, he started feeling disappointed that 
he wasn’t going to run that year.  He was given the option to switch his entrance 
to this year, which he accepted.

Tim had been running for a long time, before he moved to New York from Spain.  
At first, he ran shorter distances and saw a marathon as something “amazing” 
but “impossible” to do.  However, as he started running more and he became 
stronger, running a marathon seemed more and more doable.  When he started 
preparing for the marathon, Tim used a New York Road Runners 16-week 
training plan.  It was an easier plan than others for people who had never run a 
marathon before. He ran for four days a week and rested on the other three.

Tim described the experience of running 
the marathon as “incredible.”  He said, “It 
was really amazing.”  The uncertainty of if  
he would finish made him feel more accom-
plished when he finally did, he explained.  
Tim met his goal of finishing in four hours 
with a final time of 3:58:34.  Next year, he 
will not try to run in the NYC marathon 
again.  The odds of winning in the lottery 
are very slim.  In future years, he may try to 
run other marathons, but nothing next year.

However, this July there is a 5K run/walk 
that Tim is involved in.  He plans on gather-
ing a training group from students and/or 
staff at BSGE, which will start in the Spring. 
Tim says that running is “incredibly ener-
gizing and fun. It’s a wonderful way to stay 
healthy and get stronger.”  He also thinks 
that there is something very powerful about 
working towards and meeting goals.  If  you 
want to join the training group for the July 
5K run/walk, do not hesitate to let Tim 
know.

BSGE Guidance Counselor Tim David-Lang Runs NYC Marathon
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In case you don’t know 
already know, The Hunger 
Games is about Katniss 
Everdeen, a girl who lives 
in a post-apocalyptic world 
in the country of Panem. 
Panem is split into 12 dis-
tricts and the Capitol. Kat-
niss is from District 12, and 
volunteers to fight to the 
death in the annual Hunger 
Games to save her sister.  
The story is told from her 
point of view. It describes 
her relationships with other 
characters, her thoughts, 
and her surroundings, 
which is important in the 
constantly life-threatening 
Hunger Games arena.  
The book was extremely 
captivating, and hard to put 
down.

The movie, starring Jennifer 
Lawrence, Josh Hutcherson, 
and Liam Hemsworth, told 
much the same tale as the 
books.  Jennifer portrays 
Katniss as the brave, and 
selfless soul she is, and Josh 
perfectly plays the part 
of the lovesick school boy 
staring from afar. The first 
installment of The Hunger 
Games film franchise had 

smaller budget than the 
sequel, Catching Fire.

Although both the book 
and movie tell 
the story well, 
the book was 
definitely better 
than the movie.  
The movie left 
out some very 
significant parts 
of the book that 
some fans would 
say are crucial to 
the storyline.

A few characters 
were left out 
in the movie, 
such as Buttercup, the 
Everdeen’s cat. She and 
Katniss never got along, 
but Buttercup was a huge 
comfort to Prim.  This was 
meant to prove how much 
Katniss would do for Prim, 
as Buttercup meant another 
mouth to feed, and one 
that hissed at her at that, 
but Katniss put up with the 
feline. A reason the pro-
ducers might have left her 
out of the movie is because 
either they could not af-
ford to have a cat on sight, 
or just didn’t think a cat 

was important 
enough to make 
the cut.  Sec-
ondly, Madge, 
the mayor’s 
daughter was 
completely 
missing from 
the film.  Madge 
was probably 
the closest thing 
Katniss had to 
a friend besides 
Gale.  Perhaps 
they left her out 
to exaggerate 
Katniss’ depen-
dence on Gale, 
or to define her 
as a more soli-
tary character.  

However, she seems impor-
tant in the book, since she 
was the one who had given 
Katniss the Mockingjay pin.  

Katniss did not actually get 
it from the Hob, though this 
is how it was depicted in 
the film.

In the movie, Peeta does not 
lose his leg and is not close 
to dying at the end of the 
games.  In the book, Peeta 
was scratched by the mutts 
and was dying due to the 
loss of blood from his leg.  
Katniss made a tourniquet 
out of her shirt and her 
last arrow.  Cato, another 
competitor, was shoved into 
the crowd mutts but didn’t 
die immediately.  Eventu-
ally, Katniss used the arrow 
from the tourniquet to 
shoot Cato.  The infamous 
berry incident occurred, 
and Peeta was knocking 
on death’s door when the 
hovercraft finally came to 
save them.  Once on the 
craft, they also leave out 
the scene during which 
Katniss screams for Peeta 
while they operate on him, 
along with Katniss getting 
rehabilitated and Cinna ex-
plaining the reasoning for 
designing the dress he did.  
This doesn’t affect the story 
much, except the dramatic 
effect.

The mutts (mutations 
breeded by the Capitol) 
in the arena are generic.  
In the book, the dog-like 

creatures are made specifi-
cally to look like the dead 
tributes, so as to shake up 
Katniss, Peeta, and Cato.  
Perhaps it was easier and 
saved money to not have to 
design 21 different dogs.  It 
didn’t really have an effect 
on the overall story, though.

Since the entire book was 
written in Katniss’ point 
of view, conversations 
that she was not privy to 
were not shared with the 
reader.  In the movie, you 
see discussions between 
President Snow and Head 
Gamemaker Seneca Crane 
about Katniss.  Also, you 
see the gamemaker and his 
assistants while the tributes 
are in the arena.  Near the 
end of the movie, you also 
see how Seneca Crane was 
killed for allowing Katniss 
and Peeta to both become 
victors.  Maybe a reason 
for this was to help guide 
people who didn’t read the 
books, or they wanted to 
make clear the intentions 
of the President Snow. Both 
had their disadvantages, but 
as always, the book shares 
more detail than the movie 
is able to.

The Hunger Games: Book vs. Movie
ANNIE CHENG ‘18

JUSTIN HAMLIN ‘17

BSGE Orchestra 
Plays at Sunnyside 
Community Center

Photo credit: Abdel Berraha



BSGE Gets A’s on 
NYC Progress Reports
 The New York City Public 
school progress reports 
were released on Novem-
ber 11.  BSGE’s high school 
progress report score 
increased in score from 
71.9 points (out of 100) in 
the 2012 to 74.9 points for 
the 2013, maintaining its 
overall letter grade of an 
A. Similarly there was an 
increase in BSGE’s middle 
school grade, which went 
up from 55.4 points, cor-
responding to a B, in 2012 
to 68.1 points in 2013, 
corresponding to an A. 

These reports were devised 
by the Bloomberg adminis-
tration in 2007 in an effort 
for the NYC Department 
of Education to gauge 
school performance based 
on student performance. 
Five areas are used to as-
sess school performance: 
student progress, student 
performance, school 
environment, college and 
career Readiness (limited 
only to high schools), and 
closing the achievement 
gap. As ambiguous as these 
educational euphemisms 

may be the basis of these 
annual score reports are 
state test scores, such as 
the New York State Regents 
and NY state English and 
Math standardized tests. 
Each school is compared 
with a school of similar 
population. Student prog-
ress measures the im-
provement in the student 
body’s test scores. School 
performance for middle 
schools is simply the scores 
received on math and 
reading standardized test 
for the year that the report 
assess. For high schools, 
school performance takes 
into account the gradua-
tion rate and the various 
types of diplomas present 
in the graduating class. 
School environment is an 
assessment based primar-
ily on attendance. Col-
lege Readiness, which is 
benchmark only for high 
schools, takes into consid-
eration advanced courses 
that students take as well 
as the amount of students 
accepted into 2 and 4 year 
universities. Finally the last 
area, closing the achieve-
ment gap, looks at schools 

the schools efforts in 
providing for special needs 
students. This last criterion 
is not readily assessed at 
BSGE due to the screened 
student body and therefore 
BSGE’s assessment grade 
for this criterion is rela-
tively low.

In many ways such score 
reports do little to assess 
the true academic growth 
of school; especially in 
the case of BSGE where so 
much of the curriculum 
is geared towards meeting 
IB academic standards and 
rather than state testing. 
When the score reports 
were instituted by the 
Bloomberg administration 
its primary purpose was 
to provide benchmark for 
school closing. Reducing 
the complexities of edu-
cational progress to a few 
benchmarks and a pletho-
ra of statistics is hazardous 
to the fate of schools fail-
ing to meet state standards. 
Unlikely to continue under 
newly elect Mayor Bill de 
Blasio, these school re-
ports, and the overall letter 
grade scale associated with 

them, are very much simi-
lar to the Health Inspec-
tion reports that litter the 
window fronts of count-
less restaurants across the 
street. These score reports 
do not truly represent 
the education merit of 
schools like BSGE nor do 
they reflect the presence 
of academic potential 
in schools that fall short 
of state standards. They 
provide a set of statistical 
data, easily enough to be 
misinterpreted by an igno-
rant reader, which appeals 
to our trust of numbers in 
characterizing something 
far more complex. That is 
not to say that such reports 
lack any value, but they do 
little more than portray-
ing state exams scores in 
convoluted manner and 
any conclusions about the 
academic nature of the 
school should be drawn 
along these lines. 

The graphics above and 
below are courtesy of 
www.schools.nyc.gov.

SEBASTIAN ALI ‘14
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BSGE High School

BSGE Middle School

Photo Highlights 
from the Boys 

Basketball Season 
Thus Far

(Above) Photo credit: Kevin Likhtshteyn ‘14
(Below) Photo credit: Samantha Calpo ‘14



Across:

3. Starbucks’ “Pumpkin _____ Latte”
5. Test for sophomores and juniors
7. Nearby movie theater and studios
8. Holiday ___ Drive run by Helping Hands
14. Hours from playing sports, perhaps
15. 35-minute period every day
16. Math for middle schoolers (abbr.)
17. _____ Decision (college application)
19. Type of hours needed
20. It was before Thanksgiving this year
22. Manhattan avenue with holiday decorations
23. Rockefeller ______
25. Part of PTC
28. November bird of honor
29. Where college acceptances are posted
30. BaccRag’s Annual Candy ____ Sale

Down:

1. BSGE Sports mascot
2. Where tutoring takes place
4. Students who organized Halloween rave
6. What students pray for after a winter storm
9. Teacher of the Month
10. Extended _____ (IB Component)
11. “Catching ____” (Popular movie sequel)
12. ___ cards (research tool)
13. Preferred fundraising method
18. 10th grade after-school science sessions
20. Hurricane in the Philippines
21. Ice Skating Rink: _______ Park
24. Part of TOK
26. Where to buy lunchtime snacks
27. Alternative to gym
30. Science for sophomores (abbr.)

“Holidays at BSGE” by Maya Juman ‘16
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Checking up on BSGE Alum: Pamela reyeS

1.) What college are you attending and what is your major? 

I’m attending Hunter College and majoring in Studio Art.

2.) Could you tell me more about your band and solo musical career? 

I’ll take any excuse to talk about my band!  I love them.  As of right now, the ensemble 
is made up of three and a half musicians.  “Indigo” is Hannah Rosenbaum, Andy 
Casella, myself, and Richie Pineda.  Richie, a fellow BSGE ‘11 alum, is the “half,” or 
part-time member, because we unfortunately have to share him with Penn State.  It’s 
been quite a ride since we got together in August 2012, playing shows at venues like 
Tobacco Road, Tammany Hall, and The Studio at Webster Hall.  In terms of my solo 
stuff, there sadly isn’t much to speak of!  I’ve instead been co-producing a folk-music 
event series at the Tank in midtown called Folklure, through which I’ve met so many 
talented singer-songwriters from different walks of life. Another thing that makes me 

the happy, 
energized 
person that I 
am!

3.) What are 
some chal-
lenges in 
maintaining 
a musical 
career while 
in college?

[It feels 
strange, that 
term “musical 
career,” but 
I’ll stray from 
self-depreca-
tion and use 
it anyway!] A 
huge chal-
lenge for me 
is finding the 

connection between the two.  I’m going to school for painting, sculpture, ceramics, all 
relatively introverted practices.  Meanwhile, outside of school, I’m in a band and play 
music, which is very performative and extroverted.  It’s a bit schizophrenic.  Because 
it feels so separate at times, it’s also a challenge to keep up with both!  At school, I’m 
behind on museum exhibits and gallery openings and at band practice, I realize that 
I’ve yet to listen to the Pink Floyd discography and watch all of the Beatles’ live rooftop 
videos.  But I’ve learned that you can only do so much and that there’s no point in put-
ting all that pressure on yourself!  
At the end of the day, I feel very lucky that I haven’t had to choose between the two just 
yet.

4.) What future gigs are you excited about?

The band’s taking a break from gigs right now to record our first album!  That’s what 
I’m most excited about.  We’re finally recording vocals this weekend.  I’ve been walking 
around with a big grin and pep in my step about how the album sounds so far.  It’s 
been a long process.  We started tracking in the summer, but slowly and surely, it’s 
coming along!

 5.) What is some advice you would give for current BSGE students for post high school 
life?

Do what you love to do.  That’s not instead of going to college.  I think it’s important to 
do that, no matter how seemingly irrelevant an Anthropology class is to your music and 
how unconnected Geology seems to whatever else it is that you love to do.  Make sure 
you go to lecture, show up to work on time, but also give yourself time to go out and 
have fun!!  By no means is that easy to do.  You may go a little crazy (but you’ll be fine, 
as long as you don’t go out during midterms and finals). No one has time when they’re 
in school.  But it is possible make time.  So, make time for you! It’s so worth it.

6.) Where do you see yourself in the future? (Career-wise) 

I honestly still have trouble seeing myself as far as two weeks from today!  But in the 
future I’d love to have a community-based career.  Whatever that means.  I’ve realized 
how much happier and more productive I am when surrounded by people whose work 
I can support and whose work can support mine.  Is that a lot to ask of my coworkers? 
Maybe I’m too idealistic.  Right now, Museum Education is a really appealing pathway.  
I’ve been volunteering at the Noguchi Museum since 2009 and I can totally picture 
myself working there or in a museum setting like it.

LYDIA STETSON ‘15


