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New Boys Soccer Team Finishes 7-1-2In case you 
didn’t know... 
Ch-ch-changes 
for the 2014-15 
School Year! 

BACC RAG STAFF

•	 Nick	Stone,	former	student	teacher	of	Mr.	
Lakhaney,	is	now	the	11th	grade	History	
of	the	Americas	teacher!	

•	 Ms	Ellman,	long	time	BSGE	teacher	retired
•	 BSGE’s	ugly	scaffolding	is	gone,	and	we	

got	a	paint	job	of	thick	orange	stripes	
around	the	building.	They	don’t	go	all	the	
way	around.

•	 8th	Period	is	no	longer	on	the	BSGE	
schedule.

•	 Students	must	be	out	of	the	school	build-
ing	by	2:15	p.m	on	Mondays.	

•	 BSGE	has	a	new	soccer	team.
•	 Ms.	Matani	and	Mr.	Laskowski	named	

their	healthy	baby	girl	Leela	Varuni!	(Pic-
ture	below)

Photo Credit: Ms. Matani 

	 The	newly	established	BSGE	Boys	soccer	team	finished	its	inaugural	season	with	7	wins,	1	loss,	and	2	ties.	
Though	BSGE’s	team	was	far	less	experienced	than	its	opponents’	more	established	teams,	BSGE	outscored	its	op-
ponents	49-9	over	the	course	of	the	season.	
	 Because	this	was	the	first	season	playing	PSAL	soccer,	BSGE	was	considered	a	developmental	team	which	
meant	that	the	team	played	a	full	schedule	against	other	schools	but	did	not	qualify	for	the	playoffs	regardless	of	
its	record.	In	order	to	move	past	developmental	status,	PSAL	looks	to	see	that	BSGE	“participates	in	all	games,	has	
proper	equipment,	dedication,	and	strong	interest	from	the	school	community”	according	to	Virge	Ramos	and	all	
indications	are	that	BSGE	met	those	criteria	and	should	be	promoted	next	year	to	a	playoff	division.
	 The	inability	to	participate	in	the	playoffs	this	year,	however,	was	a	source	of	frustration	for	many	on	the	
team.	BSGE’s	record	would	have	qualified	them	for	the	playoffs	and	BSGE	beat	many	teams	that	made	it	to	the	post	
season.		Emir	Omeragic	’15	commented	that	this	was	a	great	season	and	it	was	nice	to	finally	have	a	team	but	it	was	
“disappointing	that	there	wasn’t	any	playoffs.	I	feel	like	we	could	have	done	well.”	BSGE	defeated	RFK	High	School	
6-1	in	its	final	game	and	RFK	went	on	to	make	it	to	the	B	division	final.
	 What	made	the	season	bitter	sweet	for	some	of	the	kids	was	that	their	first	season	on	the	team	was	also	
their	senior	year	of	high	school.	Six	of	this	year’s	starters	are	graduating	seniors	who	will	not	get	a	chance	to	go	
to	the	playoffs	and	who	will	be	hard	to	replace	on	next	year’s	team	but	there	are	many	enthusiastic	kids	ready	to	
continue	playing.
	 There	have	been	efforts	to	start	a	boys	soccer	team	for	years	but	it	took	a	long	time	to	get	all	the	proper	
paper	work	filled	out,	to	manage	the	PSAL	process,	among	other	problems.
	 Balancing	the	demands	of	school	along	with	those	of	the	soccer	team	were	difficult.	Mr.	Giraldo	comment-
ed,	“the	students	were	very	responsible.	Practices	involved	a	lot	of	time.	We	played	from	4:30-6:30	and	sometimes	
to	7:00	or	730.	After	that	they	have	to	be	responsible	to	then	go	home	and	do	their	homework.”
	 One	effect	the	soccer	team	had	was	bringing	people	from	the	BSGE	community	together.	Goalie	Jeffrey	Lin	
’16	commented,	“I	really	liked	how	the	team	was	a	family.	Not	like	other	team	I’ve	played	on	where	people	weren’t	
as	kind	or	nice.”	The	games	were	also	were	well	attended	by	BSGE	students,	family,	and	staff	even	though	many	of	
the	games	were	far	away	from	the	school.	Joseph	Kates	’15	who	attended	several	games	commented,	“the	games	
were	surprisingly	fun	to	watch.”	Luca	Cognata	’16	said	one	of	fondest	memories	he	had	of	this	season	was	“the	last	
game	with	all	the	teachers	there.”	
	 The	team	is	coached	by	BSGE	parent	John	Ryding	with	the	help	with	parent	Joseph	Trotti	and	BSGE	Spanish	
teacher	Freddy	Giraldo	who	will	hopefully	all	be	on	to	coach	again	next	season.

BSGE 
Scaffolding 
Comes Down

Why is it so 
hard to get a 7 
in IB Art? 

Photo Credits: Joseline Marin and Nancy Northrop
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Until	recently,	Margaret	Pasach’s	only	job	was	parent	
coordinator	of	BSGE	.	But	this	year	she	has	also	taken	up	
the	job	of	having	her	own	advisory.	She	is	the	first	parent	
coordinator	to	be	assigned	her	own	advisory,	additionally	
a	12th	grade	advisory	which	is	not	an	easy	task.

When	asked	about	why	Ms.	Pasach	has	her	own	advi-
sory,	she	explained	that	the	previous	12th	grade	advisor	
was	no	longer	available,	so	the	position	was	given	to	her.	
Ms.	Pasach	added,	“I	didn’t	ask	for	it,	necessarily,	but	at	
the	same	time	I	am	really	happy	to	be	doing	it.	Because	I	
enjoy	getting	to	know	the	students.”

From	her	experience	as	parent	coordinator,	she	is	
already	accustomed	to	clarifying	concepts	and	BSGE	
programs	to	parents	and	students.	She	says	she	enjoys	
helping	students	and	parents	alike	because	it	is	what	
both	her	roles	demand	of	her,	as	parent	coordinator	and	
advisor.

Furthermore	having	worked	with	her	daughter	on	col-
lege	applications,	already	Ms.	Pasach	has	some	expe-
rience.	This	helps	her	give	advice	to	the	12th	grade	
students	in	her	advisory	who	are	now	going	through	the	
process	of	applying	to	colleges.

Ms.	Pasach	believes	that	she	was	given	a	12th	grade	class	
specifically	because	a	lot	of	the	other	grades	such	as	the	
10th	and	11th	grades	have	state	exams	to	accomplish	by	
the	end	of	the	school	year,	whereas	the	12th	grade	no	
longer	has	any	Regents	or	State	exams	-	only	IB	exams.	
She	says	that	“someone	who	has	not	been	an	advisor	
before	may	find	it	harder	to	work	with	these	students,”	
so	she	is	happy	to	be	working	with	Seniors.

When	asked	about	the	transition	from	parent	coordina-
tor	to	advisor,	Ms.	Pasach	explained	that	she	is	actu-
ally	“used	to	being	in	a	classroom,	but	with	elementary	
students.”	She	says	the	major	change	that	Ms.	Pasach	is	
trying	to	get	used	to,	is	thinking	she	“like	them	[young	

adults/Seniors]”.

Answering	the	question	of	whether	she	prefers	being	an	
advisor	or	parent	coordinator,	Ms.	Pasach	noted,	“Well..
advisory	is	only	35	minutes	long...”	However	she	then	
said	that	“she	likes	both	jobs,”	and	does	not	prefer	either	
over	the	other.	In	both	jobs,	she	explained	that	she	gets	
to	“understand”	people	better.	Ms.	Pasach	says	that	she	
enjoys	being	“directly	involved	with	kids.”

Margaret	Pasach	having	her	own	advisory	is	one	of	the	
many	changes	that	have	occurred	in	this	new	school	
year,	but	it	seems	that	this	change	is	definitely	a	positive	
one.

Small School: 
Yay or Nay?

STEVE GURUNG ‘18

Everyone	knows	
that	the	school	
that	BSGE	is	
a	very	small	
school,	which	
has	its	pros	and	
cons.	A	lot	of	
people	want	a	
bigger	school	
so	that	they	
can	have	an	
auditorium,	a	
gym,	and	other	
school	facilities	
instead	of	hav-
ing	a	cafeteria,	
gymnasium,	and	
an	auditorium	
combined	into	

one.	Students	
have	mixed	
reviews	on	at-
tending	a	small	
school	as	this	
one.

When	asked	
about	the	prob-
lems	of	having	
a	small	school,	
Eamon	Kelsall	
18’	answered,	
“The	tight	spaces	
in	the	hallways.	
It	is	hard	to	
move	around	
with	all	the	kids	
in	the	hallway	at	

once.	There	are	
points	at	which	
I	couldn’t	even	
move	in	the	hall-
way.”

Eamon	also	
added,	“Classes	
should	be	
released	by	
grade	so	that	
it	is	easier	to	
maneuver	in	the	
hallways.”

Although	some	
students	might	
think	that	
having	a	small	



November 2014        BSGE’s OfficialBuzz              Page 3

BSGE Bees Try 
Some Cheese! 

Junior Council 
Aims To Make 
Prom Tickets Free 
for All Students

On Wednesday, October 8th, the French Club had a very cheesy experience. Julien 
Garrec, a marketer for the French Cheese Board, brought various types of cheese to 
BSGE’s French Club. This event was organized by French teacher Mr. Rajiv to allow 
students to enjoy a different part of the French culture and combine it with learning 
the language.

Mr Garrec brought hazelnuts, dried cherries, almonds, long salted crackers, small slices 
of french bread, jam, and of course, a few varieties of cheese for the students to taste. 
Grace C’19, enjoyed being “able to taste cheese and get to learn new words in French.”

Because students were so accustomed to only hearing their French teacher speak, some 
students had difficulty understanding someone new. Even though Mr Rajiv speak to 
his students exclusively in French, several students were lost in translation when Mr. 
Garrec began speaking. For the first few minutes, much of the French Club members 
sat speechless; several eyes flit to and fro, wondering if they were the only ones trying to 
decipher Mr. Garrec’s low, deep French. Yet, students quickly became accustomed to Mr 
Garrec’s accent and mannerisms. His PowerPoint presentation, although in French, 
had photos that helped the more visual learners understand the love most of France has 
for cheese.

There were several types of cheeses at this tasteful event. There was Brie, which is a 
slightly chewy, white elastic cheese. It was very creamy, and very rich, so it was better 
in smaller quantities. Mr. Rajiv commented that the pungent brie cheese pushed much 
of the French club out of its comfort zone which was part of the purpose of the even-
Comté, another type of cheese tasted much like cheddar cheese, and was very thick. It 
came in cute little cubes, which were quite filling.

However, the tasty treat that seemed to be the most popular with students was the 
magnificent French salted butter. It consisted of just the right amount of saltiness, 
creaminess, and delectable goodness. This butter was so succulent that once the slices 
of French bread had run out, some students felt the need to spread the butter on the 
almonds, just to experience another taste.

Other popular food items at the event were long salted crackers which Matthew D’19 
said tasted like “the concentrated form of the scent of baking bread inside something 
you can taste.” 

Mr. Rajiv was inspired to host this event after seeing an ad in the newspaper for a 
cheese tasting by the French Cheese Board.  He felt “that there’s not enough gastronomy 
involved with the foreign language department, specifically French.” Gastronomy 
should not be confused with any bodily emissions, but is actually the practice or art of 
choosing, cooking, and eating good food. He hopes to host more events like this in the 
future. 

When the French Cheese Board opened up in Midtown Manhattan, cheese connoisseur 
Julien Garrec booked a one-way flight to America. His mission was to promote cheese 
in the United States, and he has been doing just that for the past two years. He com-
mented on how many people dislike bleu cheese for its strong flavor and smelliness. 
Julien felt that “cheese is a very cultural thing,” and he felt proud to share the experi-
ence, because he loves when “American customers discover the richness and diversity of 
French cheeses.” So, next time you get a piece of cheese, remember to savor it, and let its 
flavors overwhelm you. Be a little cheesy.

Photo Credit:s Rajiv Mahajan 

VIVIAN YAN ‘16

On Friday, September 19th, 2014, BSGE 
students from the graduating class of 2016 
gathered in Room 300 for the first meeting 
of Junior Council - a student group with 
the aim to raise money to lower the cost of 
prom tickets. The group meets each Friday 
of the month, excluding extended holiday 
weekends. Each meeting will run from 
2:20 to 3:30 pm and are supervised by Ms. 
Hunter, the 11th grade Math teacher.

Prior to the first meeting, Angelica and 
Beatriz B. ‘16 created a Facebook page for 
students who are interested in finding out 
more information about Junior Council. 
Along with the official Facebook page, e-
mails and phone numbers are ways that the 
Junior Council has been proactively keep-
ing in touch with each member. Students 
who are not in Junior Council but would 
like to be updated on upcoming fundrais-
ing events and possibly contribute to future 
bake sales are invited to join the mailing 
list by contacting a council member.

Although there were already around 
twenty people at the first Junior Coun-
cil meeting, there are also students who 
plan on joining later in the year, such as 
students in the soccer club who plan to join 
after their sports season is over. Gathering 
a balanced representation of opinions for 
Junior Council would help in making deci-
sions that would affect the entire grade.

“At first, I thought we didn’t need that 
many people in Junior Council, but now I 
think that the more people we have partici-
pating in the council, the more money we 
would be able to raise,” said Ms. Hunter. 
Getting the school involved is an important 
way for Junior Council to raise as much 
money as possible.

When brainstorming fundraiser ideas, 
bake sales were an obvious contender, 
but council members also considering 
yard sales. To get a better idea of how the 
raised money would be divided, there was 
a discussion on how many people actually 
wanted to attend prom. “The objective is to 
raise so much money that prom tickets can 
be free,” said Ms. Hunter.

And it might just be possible. The Junior 
Council’s first ever bake sale was a great 
success. People were constantly spread-
ing the word that there was a bake sale 
during lunch. “So many people chipped 
in,” exclaimed Ms. Hunter. The usual 
convenience store soda and chips were 
skirted in favor of homemade, interest-
ing, and diverse food. There were samosas 
(a type of fried Indian pastry), Chinese 
dumplings alongside Polish dumplings 
called Perogies, and homemade cake pops, 
cookies, and cupcakes that were not from 
an Entenmann’s box.

One student who attended the bake sale 
commented on how well-priced the food 
was. “A lot of things were only one dollar 
and usually bake sales have things that 
cost like a dollar twenty-five. That’s a 
hassle. Sometimes I don’t have change for 
that extra quarter.” Unlike past BSGE 
bake sales, Junior Council did not have to 
inflate its prices with the odd quarter to 
raise more money. Their first bake sale was 
such a success that close to three hundred 
dollars was raised.

Ms. Hunter remains optimistic that the 
Junior Council will continue working hard 
to raise money. Their next bake sale will be 
on Halloween during 3rd and 4th period.

Top Right Photo: Members of BSGE’s Junior Council pose for a photo 
after their very first meeting. 

Photo Credits: Beatriz Benares 16’

Top Left Photo: BSGE tudents and French Cheese Board representative 
Julien Garrec pose for a photo. 

Bottom Left Photo: Cheese, butter, bread, almonds and other assortments 
of food that were offered at the cheese tasting party.  

ANOKHA VENUGOPAL ‘19
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BSGE’s Staff 
of the Month: 
Nick Stone

ASHLEY WANG ‘16

Where	did	you	grow	up?
Right	here	in	NY,	Manhattan.

What	inspired	you	to	become	a	teacher?
I	had	a	lot	of	good	teachers	who	I	ad-
mired	as	a	student.	I	like	talking	about	
history,	I	like	working	with	kids,	I	like	
working	with	other	people.	It’s	a	pretty	
good	line	of	work	to	be	in.

Where	did	you	go	to	college?	Major?
I	went	to	Bowdoin	College.	I	majored	in	
History	and	concentrated	in	European	
History.

Where	and	what	did	you	teach	before	
you	came	to	BSGE?
Well	right	before	I	came	to	BSGE	I	was	
in	graduate	school	at	Teacher’s	Col-
lege	in	Columbia.	Before	that	I	actually	
taught	everything	in	an	elementary	
school	for	a	couple	of	years.

Why	history?
I	think	it’s	a	fun	subject	to	teach	because	
there	are	always	points	of	connection	
to	people,	so	I	always	appreciate	when	
people	find	things	they	can	connect	with	
in	history	or	the	past.	I	also	think	that	it	
lets	us	explore	who	we	are	and	compels	
us	to	think	about	challenging	questions	
we	need	to	ask	ourselves	as	citizens	or	as	
members	of	society.

We	saw	that	you	were	a	student	teacher	
for	Mr.	Lakhaney	last	year,	what	would	
you	say	is	the	most	important	thing	that	
you	learned	from	him?
Mr.	Lakhaney	has	been	a	pretty	good	
mentor	to	me.	I	think	one	thing	that	he’s	
very	good	at,	and	I	try	to	be	good	at,	is	
that	he’s	great	at	listening	to	students	
and	really	creating	opportunities	for	kids	
to	express	themselves	and	share	their	
ideas.	He	really	wants	kids	to	be	com-
fortable	with	sharing	their	ideas	in	class	
and	with	each	other,	which	is	important	
to	me	so	I	learned	a	lot	of	strategies	from	
him	to	do	that.

What	has	been	your	experience	of	tran-
sitioning	to	an	IB	school?
So	far	it	has	been	a	pretty	smooth	transi-
tion,	there’s	definitely	a	really	unique	
culture	here.	It’s	not	like	other	schools.	
One	thing	that’s	unique	for	a	teacher	
in	this	school	is	adjusting	to	the	high	
expectations	and	the	rigor	here	for	the	
students.	There’s	definitely	a	lot	of	focus	
on	academic	rigor,	which	is	a	luxury.

IB	or	AP?
I	took	AP	courses	in	high	school,	but	I	
definitely	prefer	IB.

What	do	you	think	of	BSGE	and	its	stu-
dents	so	far?
I	really	enjoy	the	school	and	its	students,	
and	it’s	a	very	nice	community	here.	It’s	
very	close-knit	and	people	know	each	
other	very	well.	One	thing	that	I	really	
appreciate	is	that	students	and	teach-
ers	are	really	excited	to	be	here,	and	are	
very	happy	to	be	in	this	school.	Everyone	
seeks	a	real	purpose	in	being	here.

Pet	peeves	as	a	teacher?
When	kids	don’t	put	their	names	on	
stuff,	I	always	get	irritated	with	that.

All	time	favorite	moment	in	history?
I	like	to	talk	and	teach	about	the	turn	of	
the	twentieth	century,	the	late	industrial	
period--particularly	in	American	his-
tory.	I	think	it	was	a	super	cool	cultural	
moment.

Favorite	food?
Pasta.

Favorite	season/type	of	weather?
Fall.

What	hobbies	do	you	have?
Riding	my	bike,	reading...	that’s	about	all	
I	have	time	for	right	now.

What	were	you	like	as	a	teenager?
Pretty	studious,	a	little	nerdy.	I	was	really	
into	art	so	I	spent	a	lot	of	time	working	
on	that.

Favorite	TV	show?
Arrested	Development.

What	is	your	zodiac	sign?
Scorpio.

Favorite	color?
Orange.

First	thing	you	do	when	you	get	home	
after	a	long	day	of	teaching?
Probably	feed	my	cat.

Aw,	what’s	its	name?
Leon,	like	Leon	Trotsky.

What’s	your	favorite	animal?
Well,	although	I	am	a	cat	owner,	I	am	a	
bit	more	of	a	dog	person.

Photo Credit: Ashley Wang 16’

Pictured above is BSGE’s new 11th grade 
History of the Americas teacher, Mr. Nick 
Stone, replacing Ms. Linda Ellman who 
retired last  year. 

Science News: 
Giant Squid vs. 
Colossal Squid - 
Do you know the 
difference? 

ABDULLAH SAYED ‘20

In	December	of	2013,	fisherman	John	Bennett	hauled	in	more	then	his	dinner	plate	
could	fit.

He	hauled	in	a	770	pound	colossal	squid	--	not	to	be	confused	with	the	giant	squid	
--	from	the	Antarctic	Ocean,	still	hanging	onto	the	fish	that	Bennett	wanted	to	catch.	
After	eight	months	of	being	held	in	cold	storage,	the	squid	was	thawed	and	dissected	
by	a	New	Zealand	team	of	squid	experts	on	September	15th,	2014.

This	was	a	major	discovery	for	the	scientific	world,	especially	since	it	is	the	“only	
second	intact	specimen	[of	a	colossal	squid]	ever	found,”	according	to	Fox	News.	The	
female	squid	was	also	found	to	be	carrying	eggs,	an	exciting	addition.	

When	asked	about	the	recent	
colossal	squid	discovery,	many	
BSGE	students	were	more	
knowledgable	of	the	giant	
squid	rather	than	the	colossal	
squid.	For	example,	Thomas	
Breen	‘20	spoke	about	his	ex-
periences	with	learning	about	
giant	squids.

“I	have	read	a	lot	about	the	
giant	squid,	and	when	I	was	
younger	I	read	a	lot	of	folk-
tales	about	the	giant	squid,	like	

it	was	this	huge	creature	that	destroyed	ships,	and	was	huge,”	Breen	said	with	excite-
ment.	He	added,	“I	remember	reading	it	somewhere	that	sperm	whales	are	sometimes	
found	with	scars	all	over	their	bodies	with	fights	with	giant	squid.”	

Yet	when	asked	about	the	colossal	squid	in	particular,	Breen	answered	“I	do	not	
remember	reading,	or	watching	anything	on	the	colossal	squid.	It	seems	to	be	a	really	
vague	creature	that	almost	nobody	knows	about.”

The	colossal	squid	is	the	largest	invertebrate,	squid,	and	mollusk	in	the	world.	For	
those	who	are	not	science	geeks,	mollusks	are	creatures	that	have	mantles	which	are	
parts	of	their	bodies	that	are	hollowed	out	and	used	for	protection	and	excretion.	
Most	mollusks	are	marine	animals,	but	there	are	exceptions	to	this	such	as	the	land	
snail.

One	of	the	interesting	differences	between	the	colossal	and	giant	squid,	besides	their	
size,	is	that	giant	squids	have	serrated	teeth	surrounding	their	tentacle’s	suckers,	
while	the	colossal	squids	have	razor	sharp	hooks	surrounding	their	tentacle’s	suckers.	
These	hooks	spin	around	grinding	up	the	flesh	of	the	squid’s	predator’s	and	prey,	an	
extremely	painful-sounding	experience.

The	reason	why	so	few	people	know	about	the	colossal	squid	and	are	more	familiar	
with	the	giant	squid	is	that	there	has	only	been	a	relatively	recent	discovery	of	the	
colossal	squid.	The	colossal	squid	was	only	heard	of	in	the	early	20th	century,	and	
evidence	of	the	squid’s	existence	only	in	the	1920s.

However,	actual	physical	evidence	of	the	colossal	squid	did	not	appear	until	2007,	a	
mere	seven	years	ago.Whereas	the	giant	squid	was	first	written	about	and	encoun-
tered	in	the	fourth	century	B.C.	by	Aristotle,	who	wrote	vaguely	of	a	creature	that	
was	“5	ells	long,”	an	ell	being	a	Latin	unit	of	measurement.

But	there	are	some,	including	BSGE	Senior	Sarfi	Chowdhury	‘15,	that	are	knowledg-
able	of	the	differences	between	the	colossal	and	giant	squid,	and	are	excited	about	
this	recent	discovery.

Chowdhury	explained,	“This	discovery	is	actually	a	really	big	deal.	I	remember	read-
ing	about	colossal	squids	when	I	was	younger	around	eight	years	old,	but	at	the	time	
not	one	intact	squid	had	been	found.	So	it’s	pretty	cool	to	hear	about	this	event.”

Unfortunately,	the	colossal	squid	today	still	remains	much	of	a	mystery	to	us	because	
of	its	love	for	deep	Arctic	waters,	making	it	difficult	for	humans	and	colossal	squids	
to	interact.	But	this	recent	discovery	has	opened	up	a	world	of	possibilities	of	finding	
out	more	information	on	this	fascinating	creature.
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Krystal Weiss: 
BSGE’s Business 
Administrator

MARIA RYDING ‘18

10 Points for 
Gender Equality! 

ASHLEY WANG ‘16
You may know her as the intelligent 
Hermione Granger in the Harry Potter 
series or the ditzy Nicki in The Bling 
Ring, but for now, Emma Watson is play-
ing the role of herself as a UN Women 
Goodwill Ambassador. On September 20th, 
2014, Watson launched her campaign for 
gender equality, “HeforShe,” at the Model 
UN Headquarters in New York City. She 
delivered a speech in front of an audience 
of international delegates and representa-
tives, specifically addressing the general 
population of men. Watson discussed the 
negative connotations of the word “femi-
nist,” how supporters are often categorized 
as aggressive or anti-men, and the lack of 
male supporters towards gender equality.

Watson’s primary goal in “HeforShe” is 
to gain male support and involvement by 
opening up to the issue of men lacking the 
benefit of equality as well. She described 
the general purpose of “HeforShe” as an 
“opportunity to extend a formal invitation 
[to men]. Gender equality is [their] issue 
too.” In order to create the balance of gen-
der equality, both women and men must be 
freed from gender stereotypes; as Watson 
puts it, “if men don’t have to be aggressive 
in order to be accepted, women won’t feel 
compelled to be submissive. If men don’t 
have to control, women won’t have to be 
controlled.”

With a 9:11 male to female ratio, BSGE 
has an almost equal population of males 
and females. Addressing Emma Watson’s 
speech and its points, The Bacc Rag has 
decided to investigate the opinions of 
BSGE’s males on “HeforShe” and gender 
equality. One of the main points on Wat-
son’s agenda is the common misconceptions 
associated with the feminist movement. 
In her speech, Watson defines feminism 
as “the belief that men and women should 
have equal rights and opportunities. It is 
the theory of political, economic and social 
equality of the sexes.” Alvaro Bermejo 
‘16 defines feminism as “the equality and 
rights of both men and women,” which cor-
relates with the general definition as well 
as Emma Watson’s.

However, an anonymous student defines 
feminism as “the movement to push for fe-
male equal rights,” believing that “the very 
concept of feminism speaks about solely 
the rights of females, neglecting and often 
oppressing that of any other gender. The 
word itself solely concentrates on ‘female.’” 
It was after watching Emma Watson’s 
“HeforShe” speech that the anonymous 
student agreed wholeheartedly with Wat-
son’s movement. Nonetheless the student 
remains skeptical of the general feminism 
movement, because “not all feminists make 

the arguments that Watson makes.”

On the topic of whether or not feminism 
is applicable to men--as in the possibility 
of men identifying themselves as “femi-
nists” or supporting the movement--there 
was a general consensus of agreement. Mr. 
Lakhaney believes that, “you can’t have a 
feminist ideology or agenda without being 
aware of the fact that gender is a thing, it 
forges certain privileges and limitations. I 
think everyone should be made more aware 
of these things, because I don’t think most 
men are aware of the challenges women 
face.”

Overall, there is variation in BSGE’s male 
students’ opinions on feminism. It is a 
highly debated topic, and we can all do 
ourselves a favor by educating ourselves 
about it. Whether you are male or female 
and choose to identify or not to identify 
as a feminist, remember it is not the word 
that is important, but the issue. Watson 
argues that although there is not a settled 
word that unites males and females in 
gender equality, the movement is a unifi-
cation of both sexes; as Watson states, it is 
“about time that we all perceive gender on 
a spectrum, instead of two sets of oppos-
ing ideals.” Males should not feel the need 

to stray from the issue just because the 
word includes the root of “feminine.” It is 
a pressing issue involving all genders that 
requires immediate action and attention.

According to Watson’s predictions, if no 
actions towards gender equality are made 
in the near future it will take approxi-
mately: 75-100 years before women are 
expected to be paid the same amount as 
men for the same work, 72 years before 
all rural African girls receive a secondary 
education, and 16 years for over 15.5 mil-
lion girls to be subjected to child marriage. 
If that did not convince you to advocate for 
change, then keep in mind her motivation: 
“If not me, who? If not now, when?” 

Speaking of 
Brown Univer-
sity students 
like Emma 
Watson, here 
are some of 
our BSGE 
and Bacc Rag 
alumni - Sebas-
tian, Simran 
and Yan, hang-
ing out between 
their classes at 
Brown. 

Where are you from?
Queens, New York.

What is your favorite thing to do in NYC?
I love to do brunches with my friends, go to movies. I’ve recently gotten into mud runs, 
I’m going to a zombie run next week!

How would you describe your job at BSGE?
My job mainly consists of assisting Ms. Johnson with operational matters and adminis-
trational matters. Any other assistance, I’m usually the person that people call.

What is it like day to day as the business counselor for BSGE?
I email a lot! ... I really do. A big thing I deal with is compliance, and a lot of follow 
ups, I make sure we follow all the rules with the DOE. I handle the bank accounts, and 
the incoming money from things like bake sales.

What is your overall plan to help BSGE?

I plan to help BSGE become more organized and follow all the rules.

Where did you work before this? How does it compare to BSGE?
Before this I was a school aid at the Queens High School of Teaching. Its drastically 
different. There I worked mostly with the students with college applications. Now I 
mostly deal with the administration.

What’s something you find unique about BGSE and its student body?
The size of the school. I’m not used to being in such a small and enclosed environment. 
Everyone is so nice! The administration and kids I have gotten the chance to meet are 
so kind.

Have you had any interesting experiences since arriving at BSGE?
Honestly, every day is an interesting experience because every day I’m learning some-
thing new.

What are your favorite and least favorite things about BSGE so far?
I don’t have a least favorite. My most favorite is the people, faculty and students.

What was the transition like coming to BSGE?
At first  it was tough, I felt shell shocked. But after the first month I got my foot in 
and its been up hill from there. I’ve been getting more and more comfortable each day.

What is your favorite thing to do outside of work?
I like to cook, it’s one of my favorite things to do. I also like painting…I’m not a pro but 
it’s fun.

Where is one place you would like to visit?
Oooo! I’d like to visit Brazil. I really want to see Cristo Rey... It looks really cool.

Where do you see yourself in 10 years?
Hopefully, in 10 years I see myself with a masters degree in accounting and a signifi-
cant amount of administration work under my belt.

Do you have any bad habits?
...Junk food. I’d say that for sure.

In one word, how would you describe yourself?
My first thought was weird but I don’t think I should put that...so adaptable. I’m able 
to take on different tasks.

If you could live anywhere in the world, where would it be?
Brazil, the beaches are great. 70° all the time and the people are cool. I’d love to live 
there.
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The Fault in Our 
Science Department 

JUSTIN HAMLIN ’17

As	many	BSGE	students	know,	our	school	is	small.	One	result	of	this	is	that	our	sci-
ence	department,	while	still	very	good,	doesn’t	have	everything	it	could	have	if 	this	
were	a	larger	school.	Specifically,	we	have	no	physics	class	and	no	HL	science	classes.	
In	the	IB	program,	HL	stands	for	“higher	level,”	as	opposed	to	SL,	which	stands	for	
“standard	level.”	While	both	are	IB	courses,	and	therefore	quite	advanced	by	neces-
sity,	HL	classes	require	more	hours	of	class	and	study	subjects	in	greater	depth	than	
SL	classes	can.

Many	BSGE	students	are	very	annoyed	at	these	features	that	our	science	department	
does	not	have.	Having	no	physics	class	can	put	us	at	a	disadvantage	when	students	try	
to	decide	if	they	should	stay	here	or	go	to	a	different	school	for	9th	grade,	and	then	
again	when	students	compete	for	college	spots	with	people	from	other	schools.	Emily	
Costa	’17	said	that	she	thinks	that	“physics	is	a	very	important	subject	for	a	school	
to	have,	and	it	would	be	great	for	BSGE.	When	8th	graders	decide	on	a	high	school,	
the	lack	of	a	physics	department	may	cause	students	to	favor	other	schools.”	Leeana	
Johnston	’17	explained	that	many	people	who	choose	to	stay	despite	these	problems	
regret	their	choice,	because	“there	are	many	students	that	apply	to	MIT	but	no	one	
ever	gets	in	because	none	of	them	have	taken	these	standard,	basic	courses	and	that	
puts	them	at	a	disadvantage.	This	school	is	supposed	to	open	up	your	options	and	
allow	you	to	get	into	better	schools,	but	the	fact	that	we	are	not	offered	those	classes	
takes	this	away.”	For	a	school	like	ours,	which	attracts	people	who	are	capable	of	get-
ting	into	universities	such	as	MIT,	this	is	a	huge	problem.

Not	every	student	sees	this	as	a	major	problem,	however.	Talika	Basantani	’18	said	
that	in	her	opinion	the	lacking	science	department	does	not	matter	so	much,	because	
“In	BSGE,	we	take	more	semesters	of	high	school	classes	than	any	other	classes.	For	
example,	taking	ten	semesters	of	high	school	math	instead	of	six	or	eight.”			She	
added	that	not	having	“HL	chem/bio	isn’t	that	much	of	a	problem	because	biology	
and	chemistry	are	provided	at	our	school	so	we	at	least	have	some	knowledge	about	
that.”	To	some	people,	the	advantages	of	going	to	this	school	and	participating	in	the	
IB	program	far	outweigh	the	disadvantages	of	a	science	department	that	lacks	physics	
and	HL	science.	Students	at	BSGE	have	also	been	able	to	get	into	top	colleges	and	uni-
versities	despite	not	having	taken	Physics.	BSGE	students	have	been	admitted	to	Yale,	
Brown,	Columbia,	Stanford	among	other	great	schools.

The	BSGE	administration	and	parents	recognize	that	the	disadvantages	BSGE	students	
face	because	of	these	deficiencies	are	real,	and	they	are	something	to	be	concerned	
about.	Margaret	Pasach,	the	parent	coordinator,	explained	that	there	are	thought	
about	addressing	these	issues,	but	they	have	not	come	to	anything	yet.	There	are	
thoughts	of	partnering	with	College	Now,	a	summer	program	provider,	though	it	is	
quite	possible	that	that	goes	nowhere.	In	addition,	there	are	thoughts	of	introducing	
math	HL	classes,	though	those	are	a	long	way	from	being	plans	as	well.	BSGE	being	a	
small	school	means	that	we	cannot	have	everything,	but	we	can	try	very	hard	to	have	
everything	we	can.

BSGE’S Recent 
Cellphone Crackdown

FAIZA TAHSIN ‘19

As	each	school	year	passes,	
restrictions	on	technology	
use	in	school	become	more	
and	more	strict.	According	to	
Virge	Ramos,	BSGE’s	Com-
munity	Associate,	the	limits	
on	the	usage	of	cellphones,	
iPods,	headphones,	ear-
phones,	etc	does	not	depend	
on	the	school	itself	but	rather	
the	New	York	City	chancel-
lor.	In	an	age	in	which	people	
cannot	survive	without	
checking	their	cellphones	ev-
ery	few	minutes,	many	BSGE	
students	feel	that	not	being	
able	to	use	devices	during	

lunch	is	annoying	and	unfair.	They	also	believe	that	this	serious	cellphone	crackdown,	
the	rule	of	having	no	cellphones	or	headphones	in	sight,	does	not	make	any	sense.

According	to	Dilawar	Khan’17,	“not	being	able	to	use	our	phones	during	lunch	is	
messed	up.”	Khan	adds,	“But	having	the	rule	changed	for	this	year	is	what	sucks	the	
most.”	However	according	to	the	city	guidelines,	teachers	and	staff	members	are	al-
lowed	to	have	their	phones	out	in	case	of	an	emergency.	(Although	that’s	not	always	
the	case.)

Devices	like	e-readers	and	tablets	used	to	read	aren’t	technically	banned,	but	are	not	
permitted	if 	they	have	a	camera.	According	to	Virge,	having	an	electronic	device	isn’t	
allowed	because	students	were	complaining	they	were	being	photographed	and	vid-
eotaped	without	consent.	Overall,	it	is	not	BSGE’s	decision	to	have	such	strict	technol-
ogy	restrictions,	so	students	should	stop	wasting	their	time	trying	to	blame	it	on	BSGE.

BSGE’s New Theater Club
MAYA JUMAN ‘16

IB	Dramatic	Arts	is	kicking	off	its	first	year	
of	 theater	production.	The	group,	 found-
ed	 last	 spring	 by	 Ergisa	 Xhuveli	 ‘16	 and	
Hanako	 Montgomery	 ‘16,	 is	 organizing	
“The	Absurd	Value	of	Everything,”	an	ad-
aptation	of	Oscar	Wilde’s	play	“Lady	Win-
dermere’s	Fan.”	Auditions	were	held	after	
school	on	October	1st,	2nd	and	3rd,	 and	
the	 two	 Juniors	 plan	 to	 begin	 rehearsals	
soon.	The	play	is	tentatively	scheduled	for	
May	or	June,	at	Arrow	Community	Center.

IB	Dramatic	Arts	(abbreviated	as	IB	Drama	
or	 IBD)	was	 founded	by	 two	 juniors	pas-
sionate	 about	 theater	 and	 the	 arts.	 “We	
both	 love	 theater,	 show	 tunes,	 dance,	 ev-
erything	theatrical,”	Ergisa	explained.	“We	
wanted	to	create	this	opportunity	for	BSGE	
students.”	 The	 two	 students	 have	 been	
running	after-school	theater	sessions	since	
last	 June,	 which	 encouraged	 participants	
to	get	more	comfortable	with	performing	
in	 front	 of	 an	 audience	 and	 improvising.	
“We	 want	 it	 to	 be	 a	 student-run	 theater	
group,	 so	 students	 are	 able	 to	 contribute	
their	ideas,”	Hanako	said.

“Lady	Windermere’s	Fan,”	a	satirical	dra-
ma	set	in	Victorian	society,	centers	around	
a	woman	who	suspects	that	her	husband	is	
being	unfaithful.	A	series	of	dramatic	and	
surprising	events	unfold,	with	a	large	cast	
of	characters	and	many	comedic	moments.

The	 two	 juniors	believe	 that	 the	play	 is	 a	
good	 candidate	 for	 everyone	 to	 enjoy,	 al-
though	 they	 modified	 the	 script	 slightly	
in	 several	different	ways	 to	make	 it	more	
modern.	“The	Victorian	era	language	was	
too	 complex,”	 Hanako	 explained.	 Addi-
tionally,	the	BSGE	production	has	been	re-
named	“The	Absurd	Value	of	Everything”	
after	a	line	in	the	play.

Some	of	the	major	themes	in	the	play	have	
also	been	modernized.	“A	 lot	of	 the	main	
conflict	in	the	play	is	Puritanism	vs	Cathol-
icism,”	 Ergisa	 said.	 “But	 since	 that’s	 not	
really	 relevant	 to	 today’s	 time	period,	we	

made	it	more	of	a	conflict	between	materi-
alism	and	idealism.”

Although	founded	and	managed	by	Ergisa	
and	Hanako,	 IB	Drama	 is	grateful	 for	 the	
help	it	has	received	from	the	BSGE	faculty	
and	the	student	community.	“Our	supervi-
sor,	Ms.	Clarkson-Farrell,	knows	a	lot	about	
theater,”	Hanako	said.	Ms.	Schwarz	has	of-
fered	to	lend	art	studio	space	to	the	drama	
club	 for	 constructing	 sets	 and	props.	 The	
club	plans	to	raise	money	for	costumes,	but	
they	would	“love	to	have	BSGE	student	art-
ists	help	out	with	costumes	and	makeup,”	
says	Ergisa.	Participating	in	the	production	
or	helping	with	sets,	costumes	and	makeup	
would	count	as	Creativity	and/or	Service	
hours	for	CAS.

The	 next	 steps	 for	 the	 theater	 club	 after	
auditions	and	casting	are	fundraising,	con-
structing	sets,	buying	costumes,	and	finally	
rehearsals.	 The	 club	 currently	 meets	 on	
Wednesdays	 during	 eighth	 period,	 but	 as	
the	production	approaches	rehearsals	will	
likely	be	 two	or	 three	 times	a	week.	 “We	
want	it	to	be	a	serious	production	that	we	
are	all	proud	to	be	a	part	of,”the	passion-
ate	 Junior,	 Ergisa	 said.	 As	 for	 their	 other	
goals	for	this	school	year,	the	main	one	is	
“to	have	 fun,”	according	 to	Hanako.	“We	
want	to	make	the	entire	school	realize	that	
theater	is	fun,	but	also	something	we	take	
very	seriously,”	she	added.	Ergisa	agreed.

7th Grader Annelie Hyatt 
Performs Spoken Word Poetry

MR. LAKHANEY

BSGE	7th	grade	Annelie	Hyatt	performed	
her	spoken	word	poem	titled,	The	Im-
maturity	Dissection,	at	a	recent	event	at	
Writopia’s	Spoken	Word	at	the	Nuyorican	
Poets	Cafe.	Annelie	wrote	this	poem	as	
part	of	a	program	she	attends	at	Writopia	
Labs	where	she	has	been	developing	her	
writing	for	the	past	couple	of	years.

Annelie	says	that	she	was	always	into	
writing	and	then	two	or	three	years	ago	
her	mom	helped	her	find	this	program.	
At	Writopia	“there	are	instructors	who	
are	published	authors	in	literary	maga-
zines	and	newspapers	who	come	to	teach	
kids	who	like	writing	once	a	week”	An-
nelie	explains.	

Each	week	the	kids	get	to”sit	on	comfy	couches	and	chrome	book	computers	and	at	
the	start	of	the	workshop	you	do	some	games	or	answer	some	prompts	and	then	get	
into	writing	and	at	the	end	you	get	to	share	out	your	stories	and	get	feedback.”	The	
poem	featured	in	the	video	took	her	one	or	two	days	to	write	and	then	got	revised.	

Since	she	started	with	the	program	she	has	written	around	20	different	stories	and	
poems.	She	would	recommend	this	program	to	other	students	who	like	to	write.

In	addition	to	writing	and	performing,	Annelie	interns	at	Writopia	and	works	with	
some	of	the	younger	kids	on	their	writing	but	sometimes	she	gets	embarrassed	be-
cause,	as	she	explains,	“some	of	them	[the	younger	kids	she	works	with]	are	taller	
than	me	so	they	think	I’m	one	of	the	younger	students.	It’s	really	embarrassing.”

Eventually	Annelie	hopes	to	gather	all	of	her	written	works	and	publish	them.
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BSGE’s Own Version 
of School Spirit 

EMMA KEEGAN 18

As	we	all	know,	BSGE	contains	a	lack	of	school	spirit.	Some	of	us	don’t	even	know	
what	the	school	colors	are	(they’re	blue	and	white,	by	the	way).	Many	of	us	do	care	
about	this	and	think	that	it	does	negatively	affects	our	attitudes	towards	school.

According	to	studies,	school	spirit	creates	a	positive	relationship	between	teachers	and	
students.	Positive	school	spirit	creates	an	overall	sense	of	well	being	throughout	the	
school	community	as	well.	It	has	even	been	proven	to	increase	motivation	to	do	better	
in	school.	Children	that	inhabited	schools	with	a	great	sense	of	school	spirit	had	a	
greater	sense	of	belonging	than	those	who	did	not.	It	also	demonstrates	pride	within	
and	outside	the	school.	School	spirit	can	be	demonstrated	through	school	apparel,	
school	colors,	or	even	just	having	traditions	that	are	practiced.

So	is	school	spirit	really	that	vital	to	BSGE	students?	Despite	the	statistics,	some	people	
are	very	unconcerned	about	our	lack	of	spirit.	Kai	S.	‘19	commented,	“I	really	don’t	
mind	that	our	school	had	a	lack	of	school	spirit	as	long	as	I	get	my	education!”

Other	students	feel	that	school	spirit	is	something	BSGE	really	needs	to	improve	on.	
Stephie	I.	‘18	offered	her	ideas	on	ways	BSGE	could	encourage	school	spirit.	“I	think	
that	we	should	make	a	BSGE	cheer	squad!”	Stephie	explained,	“It	would	be	a	good	
way	to	encourage	our	teams	to	win	and	overall	make	us	peppier!”	She	also	added,	
“We	could	sell	our	own	apparel	with	the	school	name	and	logo	on	it	since	that	has	
not	really	been	available	to	us.	Through	that,	we	can	represent	our	school	inside	and	
out!”

However,	some	of	the	older	students	think	that	BSGE’s	level	of	spirit	is	sufficient.	
Francesca	T.	15’	said,	“The	more	time	you	spend	in	BSGE,	the	closer	people	get	to	each	
other.	For	example	during	a	recent	boy’s	soccer	game,	a	lot	of	the	Seniors	came	pre-
pared	to	support	the	team.	Also	the	struggle	of	IB	really	brings	people	in	the	school	
together	and	forces	us	to	have	school	spirit.”

It	seems	that	although	BSGE	does	not	have	the	stereotypical	school	spirit	found	in	
other	high	schools	with	massive	sports	teams,	cheer	squads	and	pep	rallies,	students	
find	their	own	version	of	school	spirit	by	creating	closer	relationships	with	their	
classmates	and	teachers.	It	is	BSGE’s	tight	knit	community	that	serves	as	the	greatest	
form	of	school	spirit.

BSGE to Stuy and Back
ALICE ARONOV `18

The Beginner’s Guide: Hype-
Beasts & The Sneaker Game 

LUKE MAXWELL ‘18

Buying	and	Selling	Kicks	
NYC:	the	go-to	Facebook	
page	for	all	sneakerheads,	
hypebeasts	and	other	
shoe	enthusiasts	around	
New	York	City.	To	start,	a	
hypebeast	is	someone	who	
buys	and	collects	sneak-
ers	for	the	sole	purpose	of	
impressing	others.	But	a	
hypebeasts’	much	cov-
eted	items	do	not	stop	at	
sneakers,	but	also	ex-
tend	to	Gucci	belts,	True	
Religion	jeans	and	brand	
name	t-shirts.	On	the	other	
hand,	Sneakerhead,	a	more	
common	term,	is	defined	
as	someone	who	buys,	sells,	
collects	and	admires	only	
sneakers.

The	basic	procedure	of	
buying	a	pair	of	sneakers	
starts	with	the	obvious:	
finding	the	sneaker	you	
want	to	buy.	Young	New	
Yorkers	scroll	through	this	
Facebook	page,	amassed	
with	photos	of	Yeezys,	
Nikes,	New	Balance	and	
other	brands,	until	they	
find	a	pair	of	shoes	they	
like.	You	then	post	your	bid	
on	the	pair	in	the	com-
ments	of	the	picture.	At	
that	point,	you	wait	for	the	
seller	to	negotiate	a	meet	
up	time	and	place,	most	
commonly	at	the	Queens	
Center	Mall	(QCM).	Ulti-

mately,	it	is	a	great	way	for	
all	the	shoe-lovers	around	
NYC	to	trade	sneakers	
easily.

The	simple	but	revolu-
tionary	system	of	buying	
and	selling	sneakers	is	not	
limited	to	NYC	but	is	used	
by	sneakerheads	around	
the	country.	There	are	
branches	in	Detroit,	New	
Jersey,	Long	Island	as	well	
as	any	other	areas	with	a	
dense	population	of	people	
determined	to	easily	buy	
and	sell	their	shoes.

Kohen	Rahman	‘18,	who	
enjoys	shoes	as	well	as	
trading	them,	sums	himself	
up	as	a	shoe	enthusiast	
of	6	out	of	10.	He	says,	“I	
know	my	shoes	and	I	have	
a	lot	of	pairs	of	shoes.	I	
do	not	buy	off	of	people	
or	have	shoes	that	cost	
like	250	dollars,	but	I	like	
sneakers.”	Rahman	added,	
“I	see	many	of	the	[Buying	
and	Selling:	NYC]	posts	in	
my	newsfeed	on	Facebook.	
I	guess	don’t	normally	
trade	shoes,	but	i	have	sold	
shoes	to	my	friends	before,	
without	the	page.	I	enjoy	
buying	shoes,	but	I	mostly	
buy	new	shoes	from	stores,	
and	not	used	shoes.	I	like	
selling	shoes	because	I	love	
how	I	can	get	people	to	

pay	me	for	a	pair	of	used	
shoes.”

However,	the	sneaker	busi-
ness	does	not	stop	at	the	
simple	sale	of	used	shoes.	
There	are	more	commit-
ted	Sneakerheads	who	may	
camp	outside	of	stores	or	
anxiously	stare	at	a	website	
until	the	clock	turns	12,	
and	dashing	madly	to	buy	
the	hottest	pair	of	sneakers.	
But	these	sneakers	aren’t	
for	them.	What	often	oc-
curs	is	that	these	sneak-
ers	will	become	sold-out	
because	of	their	popular-
ity.	So	then,	hypebeasts	
who	are	eager	to	wear	the	
coolest	clothes	will	pay	
extraordinary	amounts	for	
these	shoes.

Rahman	shares	this	feeling	
with	many	young	New	
Yorkers	who	also	partici-
pate	in	the	Sneaker	trading	
game.	He	describes	the	
process	of	selling	shoes	as,	
“basically	you	advertise a 
shoe or something that you 
want to sell. Then when you 
complete the post, people 
comment giving you offers.” 
Often times, sneaker sellers 
will comment “Bump” on 
their posts, which stands 
for “Bump Up My Post” 
and means exactly that. The 
more comments on a photo, 

I	would	be	a	fool	to	say	that	Stuyvesant	
High	School	is	awful	and	terrible	and	
disgusting.	For	those	of	you	who	plan	on	
taking	the	SHSAT,	it’s	a	good	idea	to	take	
it.	It’s	a	personal	decision.	Put	Stuy	as	
your	first	choice.	Get	some	options.	Drive	
yourself	nuts	over	those	options.	But	I	
went	to	Stuyvesant	and	I	returned	and	
have	reasons,	of	course,	so	I’m	going	to	
offer	an	inside	look	into	that	huge	build-
ing	that	is	dubbed	the	‘best	high	school	in	
NYC.’	I	am	somewhat	qualified	to	write,	
because	I	spent	three	weeks	learning	
within	its	walls.

Stuyvesant	has	an	amazing	building	and	
location,	and	an	avalanche	of	different	
courses,	clubs	and	sports.	I	was	prom-
ised	these	things	upon	entering	and	to	
be	honest,	I	was	in	no	way	disappointed.	
In	the	first	week	I	encountered	flyers	on	
the	escalator,	the	steps	on	the	bridge	and	
the	door	of	my	history	classroom	that	
advertised	Model	UN,	Speech,	Congress	
and	Debate	and	a	really	cool	Red	Cross	
meeting	in	the	library	that	I	never	really	
got	to	go	to,	along	with	a	million	more-
extracurricular	activities	that	I	really	
wanted	to	attend	but	couldn’t	(due	to	
my	other	engagements	with	Model	UN	
and	the	Lincoln-Douglas	Debate	team).	
Shortly	before	I	left	Stuyvesant	I	also	had	
a	meeting	with	my	guidance	counselor,	
one	of	maybe	twenty	in	the	department,	
in	a	small	group.	Their	view	on	col-
lege	astounded	me,	as	well	as	scared	me	
a	little.	Their	college	process	involves	
compiling	individual	teacher	recom-
mendations	into	one	guidance	counselor	
recommendation,	pulling	together	files	of	
extracurriculars	and	community	service	
hours,	and	the	huge	excel	sheet	of	college	
acceptances	for	each	college,	with	the	
lowest	averages	accepted	and	the	high-
est	averages	rejected	and	the	push	to	
take	the	SAT	subject	tests	as	soon	as	you	
complete	the	class.	Everyone	was	so	on	
top	of	things.	I	never	concerned	myself	
with	college	and	I	probably	couldn’t	tell	
you	the	first	thing	about	what	colleges	
wanted	but	they	knew	everything	and	
gave	me	a	comprehensive	overview	of	
what	I	needed	to	know	in	one	compact	41	
minute	lunch	period.

I	think	something	didn’t	fit	between	Stuy	
and	I	from	the	very	start,	but	I	had	left	
BSGE	promising	myself	that	no	matter	
what,	I	would	find	a	way	to	make	it	work	
and	never	give	up	on	Stuy.	Someone	had	
told	me	before	I	left	that	I	wasn’t	going	
to	do	well	there	because	I	was	Alice	and	
I	demanded	a	different	atmosphere	than	
the	learning	environment	in	Stuyvesant.	
Since	this	was	a	person	I	respected,	I	was	
very	hurt	and	I	felt	the	need	to	prove	
them	wrong.	I	promised	myself	that	if 	
anything	ever	went	bad	I	would	just	cope,	
pick	up	a	book	and	start	reading,	ride	
the	subway	to	the	last	stop.	So	I	put	on	a	
happy	face	and	walked	into	the	doors	of	
the	bridge.

The	first	thing	that	hit	me	was	that	they	
didn’t	teach	in	the	way	I	was	used	to	
or	even	in	a	way	that	was	effective.	My	
schedule	was	packed	with	ten	41	minute	
classes	with	unenthusiastic	teachers	stuff-
ing	information	into	our	heads.	Instantly	

I	got	lost	in	Physics	class	and	found	my-
self	dozing	off	instead	of	taking	in	any	
information.	In	most	classes	I	stopped	
raising	my	hand	because	I	didn’t	know	
what	was	going	on.	In	the	classes	where	
it	was	clear	to	me	-	I	wasn’t	allowed	to	
raise	my	hand.	Then	came	the	emptiness.	
I	made	friends	at	Stuy,	some	that	I	still	
talk	to	today,	but	none	were	really	mine.	
I	noticed	a	difference	between	students	
who	came	from	normal	schools	to	Stuy	
and	the	students	who	formerly	graced	the	
halls	of	BSGE	and	Hunter	and	transferred	
to	Stuy.	Most	of	the	kids	who	came	from	
regular	schools	felt	that	Stuy	was	heaven	
and	could	cope	with	anything	it	threw	at	
them	because	they	were	not	aware	that	
something	could	be	better.	But	my	lunch	
group	solely	consisted	of	those	who	had	
transferred	from	BSGE	and	Hunter,	and	
we	felt	the	gap.	We	understood	what	it	
meant	to	be	taught	by	good	teachers	and	
have	time	to	process	what	we	learned.	We	
had	something	to	compare	it	to	and	-	as	
Vivien	once	brought	up	-	something	to	
return	to.	But	I	frequently	skipped	lunch,	
which	was	of	course	rather	beautiful	
since	we	ate	in	one	of	Stuy’s	surrounding	
parks,	because	I	was	afraid	of	slacking	
in	my	classes.	I	couldn’t	study	in	front	
of	my	friends,	and	so	I	hung	out	in	the	
library,	checking	out	textbooks	in	order	
to	complete	homework,	or	just	reading.	
Their	library	was	huge	and	I	loved	it.	It	
was	the	only	place	in	the	building	where	
I	could	access	the	Internet	and	read	to	
no	end.	But	it	was	a	temporary	escape,	
just	like	the	hour-long	subway	rides	that	
I	could	use	to	control	runaway	thoughts	
and	tiredness.

The	day	I	decided	that	it	really	wasn’t	
worth	my	time	to	be	in	a	school	I	didn’t	
like	in	order	to	save	my	pride	and	my	
image	was	a	day	I	had	left	after	eighth	
period	instead	of	waiting	for	my	friends	
or	going	to	the	model	UN	meeting	that	
evening.	It	was	all	a	bit	too	much.	The	
idea	that	no	one	gave	a	damn	about	me	at	
Stuy,	and	that	there	were	people	who	had	
cared	that	I	had	abandoned	at	BSGE	was	
catching	up	to	me.	Instead	of	sitting	on	
the	E	train	that	day,	I	sat	down	on	the	1	
and	transferred	at	Times	Square	to	the	N.	
I	felt	like	being	alone	and	longingly	star-
ing	at	the	door	would	cure	all	the	feels.	
But	the	door	was	opened	and	I	realized	
that	it	really	wasn’t	worth	it	to	torture	
myself	if 	my	home	would	take	me	back.	
One	thing	led	to	another	and	now	I’m	
here	at	BSGE.

I	don’t	know	if	it	was	a	good	choice.	
There	is	the	possibility	that	Stuy	would	
land	me	in	a	better	college.	I	know	I	
messed	up	with	a	lot	of	my	friends	before	
I	left,	and	the	BSGE	I	was	longing	for	is	
different	now.	But	I	also	know	that	this	
was	my	decision.	I	don’t	regret	it,	because	
in	reality	it	was	the	first	independent	
decision	I	made	a	stand	for.	I	came	back	
from	Stuyvesant	with	a	new	outlook	on	
life	and	school,	and	those	of	you	who	
want	to	be	that	Stuy	kid	-	go.	You	will	
do	well	if 	you	try.	But	if 	you’ve	never	
dreamed	of	being	that	kind	of	kid,	don’t	
go.	Don’t	push	to	make	yourself	uncom-
fortable	because	of	what	other	people	
think.
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Examples of 
sneakers that 
hypebeasts 
greatly 
desire.



The	Giver	by	Lois	Lowry	was	recently	turned	into	a	
movie.	Released	on	August	15th,	it	revolves	around	a	
boy	who	lives	in	a	futuristic	black-and-white	world	
where	the	idea	of	‘sameness’	is	created	to	eliminate	
conflict.	Everything	is	controlled,	from	emotions,	to	
weather,	to	memories,	therefore	preventing	people	from	
making	bad	decisions	and	causing	war	and	other	diffi-
culties.	Therefore,	most	people	are	unaware	of	harm-
ful	events	and	actions,	since	the	memories	of	the	past	
were	erased	from	the	minds	of	everyone	except	for	one	
person,	whose	responsibility	is	to	transfer	those	memo-
ries	to	the	next	person	chosen	to	receive	them.		Jonas,	
“The	Receiver,”	was	chosen	to	accept	the	memories.		
Throughout	the	movie,	he	learns	many	things	that	stun	
him,	things	he	never	thought	possible	in	a	peaceful	but	
artificial	society.
The	film,	starring	Brenton	Thwaites	as	Jonas,	and	Jeff	
Bridges	as	the	Giver,	basically	follows	the	main	plot	of	
the	book,	though	a	few	things	are	tweaked.		The	actors,	
even	though	they	are	older	than	they	were	supposed	to	
be,	did	a	good	job	of	portraying	the	personalities	of	the	
original	characters,	Thwaites	as	a	boy	absorbing	a	lot	of	
shocking	information,	and	Bridges	as	a	wise	man	who	
has	experiences	beyond	one’s	imagination,	suffering	
from	the	pain	of	loss	and	knowledge.
The	movie	and	book	were	both	exceptional,	however,	
some	details	added	or	taken	away	made	the	book	slightly	
better.	Fans	of	the	book	were	somewhat	disappointed	
in	the	movie,	but	most	agree	that	it	was	beautiful	in	its	
own	way.
In	both	the	book	and	the	movie,	Jonas	had	two	friends,	
Asher	and	Fiona.	The	memories	he	receives	are	basically	
the	same.		However,	in	the	movie,	the	world	is	black	and	
white	and	a	scar	on	their	wrist	determined	whether	or	
not	the	person	was	a	Receiver,	while	in	the	book,	there	
is	color	and	the	eye	color	determined	whether	or	not	the	
person	was	a	Receiver.	This	change	was	okay;	it	made	
the	identity	of	the	“Receiver,”	his	or	her	experiences,	
and	the	ending	more	obvious	but	it	somewhat	removed	
the	sense	of	difference,	seeing	as	a	scar	on	the	wrist	
can	be	easily	hidden	with	a	long-sleeved	shirt	or	jacket,	
but	a	different	eye	color	is	basically	impossible	to	hide.		
In	addition	to	this,	when	Chelsea	Mejia	‘19	was	asked	
about	this	change,	she	replied,	“It	was	quite	confusing	at	
the	beginning	because	the	reason	for	the	reason	for	the	
black	and	white	world	wasn’t	explained.”
One	major	change	that	negatively	affect	the	plot	was	
that	there	was	no	explicit	romance	whatsoever	in	the	
book,	just	the	implication	that	Jonas	had	a	crush	on	his	
friend,	Fiona.		But	in	the	movie,	Jonas	and	Fiona	kiss	
and	Fiona	helped	Jonas	in	the	end.		“I	understand	why	
the	directors	might’ve	added	a	bit	of	romance,”	Fran-
cesca	Tan	‘15,	said.	“Teen	romance	movies	are	able	to	
attract	more	audiences	in	today’s	society.		However,	it	
didn’t	really	follow	the	‘theme’	of	the	book.”	In	addition	
to	increasing	sales,	the	director	might’ve	added	romance	
to	increase	the	impact	of	the	final	scene,	but,	as	Franc-
esca	said,	it	ruined	the	image	of	action,	seeing	as	there	
wasn’t	much	to	begin	with.	
The	book	never	mentioned	the	barrier	between	the	
artificial	world	and	the	real	world	as	a	physical	being,	
but	in	the	movie,	there	is	an	actual	portal-like	object	
that	Jonas	walks	through.		Also,	when	Jonas	crosses	the	
barrier,	the	effect	on	the	society	is	not	really	explained,	
but	in	the	movie,	you	see	colors	flooding	back	into	the	
society,	and	people	finally	awakening	as	their	memories	
came	back.		This	was	not	a	bad	change	since	it	clarifies	
the	boundary	between	the	two	communities	and	shows	
the	huge	impact	Jonas’	crossing	of	the	barrier	had.	The	
Giver	by	Lois	Lowry	was	recently	turned	into	a	movie.	
Released	on	August	15th,	it	revolves	around	a	boy	
who	lives	in	a	futuristic	black-and-white	world	where	
the	idea	of	‘sameness’	is	created	to	eliminate	conflict.	
Everything	is	controlled,	from	emotions,	to	weather,	
to	memories,	therefore	preventing	people	from	mak-
ing	bad	decisions	and	causing	war	and	other	difficul-
ties.	Therefore,	most	people	are	unaware	of	harmful	
events	and	actions,	since	the	memories	of	the	past	
were	erased	from	the	minds	of	everyone	except	for	one	
person,	whose	responsibility	is	to	transfer	those	memo-
ries	to	the	next	person	chosen	to	receive	them.		Jonas,	
“The	Receiver,”	was	chosen	to	accept	the	memories.		
Throughout	the	movie,	he	learns	many	things	that	stun	
him,	things	he	never	thought	possible	in	a	peaceful	but	
artificial	society.

On	February	5,	2014,	CVS	made	a	big	move	by	deciding	
to	stop	selling	tobacco	products	as	soon	as	October	1,	
2014.	The	main	product	that	everyone	is	fussing	about	is	
cigarettes.	Being	a	large	chain	of	retail	stores,	CVS	is	tak-

ing	away	the	supply	of	cigarettes	for	many	individuals.	
For	some	smokers,	this	means	that	it	is	time	to	find	a	new	
source	for	cigarettes.	For	other	smokers,	it	means	that	it	
is	time	to	quit.

By	taking	away	cigarettes,	CVS	is	encouraging	Americans	
to	end	their	addictions	to	smoking.	More	than	480,000	
deaths	in	America	are	caused	by	smoking	every	year.	The	
reduced	amount	of	cigarettes	being	sold	could	lead	to	a	
great	decrease	in	the	amount	of	smokers.	By	making	this	
big	move,	CVS	is	also	encouraging	other	retailers	to	stop	
selling	tobacco	products	to	help	save	lives.	Little	by	little,	
if 	retailers	stopped	selling	cigarettes,	smoking-related	
deaths	would	decrease,	permanently.

Recently,	there	have	been	advertisements	suggesting	that	
other	drugstore	chains	should	follow	suit.		None	have	
announced	any	changes	in	their	sales	yet	besides	CVS,	
but	this	is	sure	to	affect	the	sales	of	cigarettes	greatly.		
This	step	forward	could	not	only	encourage	other	retail-
ers	from	selling	tobacco	products,	but	also	discourage	
smokers	from	smoking.

Smoking	can	cause	many	serious	illnesses	and	can	in-
crease	a	person’s	chance	of	getting	many	other	diseases.	
One	main	illness	a	person	can	get	by	smoking	is	lung	
cancer.	Smoking	can	cause	lung	cancer	because	the	
tobacco	in	the	cigarette	contains	more	than	70	different	
chemicals	that	can	cause	cancer.	When	the	chemicals	
enter	your	body,	they	can	damage	your	DNA	and	prevent	
your	cells	from	being	able	to	control	the	amount	of	times	
they	multiply.

Smoking	can	also	be	a	big	harm	to	pregnant	women.	
Smoking	can	cause	the	baby	to	be	born	unhealthy	or	
sadly,	not	be	born	at	all.	Smoking	can	harm	almost	every	
single	part	of	your	body,	each	in	different	ways.	By	quit-
ting	smoking,	you	could	save	yourself	from	the	pain	of	
damaging	your	body	before	it	is	too	late.

Although	smoking	is	rather	unhealthy	for	you,	there	
has	been	a	recent	interest	in	electronic	cigarettes.	CVS	
did	not	have	a	statement	on	selling	e-cigarettes,	and	
was	waiting	for	the	FDA	guideline	to	be	released	before	
deciding	whether	or	not	to	sell	such	products.		As	of	
now,	CVS	has	extended	the	ban	to	e-cigarettes.		There	
is	no	solid	proof	that	e-cigarettes	are	any	healthier,	or	
any	worse	than	normal	cigarettes,	but	they	do	affect	the	
people	around	them	a	lot	less.

A	recent	update	from	the	company	has	revealed	that	
they	will	no	longer	be	marketing	electronic	cigarettes.		In	
Boston	and	San	Francisco,	there	was	a	13%	decrease	in	
tobacco	purchases.	Not	having	a	supplier	caused	people	
to	just	stop	buying	cigarettes	instead	of	finding	a	new	
supplier.

Besides	the	benefit	of	helping	smokers	quit,	CVS	had	an	
alternate	reason	for	their	decision.		CVS’s	CEO,	Larry	
Merlo,	and	Pharmacy	President,	Helene	Foulkes	both	
had	parents	who	died	prematurely	due	to	lung	cancer,	
one	disease	which	can	be	caused	by	smoking.		Foulkes	
also	had	received	stories	of	how	quitting	smoking	was	so	
difficult	for	them.		She	decided	that	the	company	should	
make	it	easier	for	these	customers,	so	less	people	will	
have	to	suffer	the	consequences.

CVS’s	decision	to	stop	selling	cigarettes	was	a	big	deci-
sion,	but	in	the	end,	they	were	still	able	to	do	it.	This	
caused	many	people	to	question	that	if 	CVS	was	able	to	
ban	cigarettes,	why	can’t	other	stores	ban	them	as	well?	
One	of	CVS’s	biggest	rivals,	Walgreens,	released	a	state-
ment	to	why	it	would	be	useless	for	them	to	stop	selling	
cigarettes	and	tobacco	products.	According	to	Walgreens,	
only	4%	of	tobacco	sales	come	from	retail	pharmacies,	
so	it	wouldn’t	cause	a	significant	decrease	in	the	number	
of	smokers	in	the	USA.	Others	state	that	Walgreens	has	
several	financial	problems	and	needs	the	extra	money	to	
help	keep	their	branches	open.

Smoking	can	cause	many	serious	illnesses	and	can	in-
crease	a	person’s	chance	of	getting	many	other	diseases.	
One	main	illness	a	person	can	get	by	smoking	is	lung	
cancer.	Smoking	can	cause	lung	cancer	because	the	

tobacco	in	the	cigarette	contains	more	than	70	different	
chemicals	that	can	cause	cancer.	When	the	chemicals	
enter	your	body,	they	can	damage	your	DNA	and	prevent	
your	cells	from	being	able	to	control	the	amount	of	times	
they	multiply.

Smoking	can	also	be	a	big	harm	to	pregnant	women.	
Smoking	can	cause	the	baby	to	be	born	unhealthy	or	
sadly,	not	be	born	at	all.	Smoking	can	harm	almost	every	
single	part	of	your	body,	each	in	different	ways.	By	quit-
ting	smoking,	you	could	save	yourself	from	the	pain	of	
damaging	your	body	before	it	is	too	late.

Although	smoking	is	rather	unhealthy	for	you,	there	
has	been	a	recent	interest	in	electronic	cigarettes.	CVS	
did	not	have	a	statement	on	selling	e-cigarettes,	and	
was	waiting	for	the	FDA	guideline	to	be	released	before	
deciding	whether	or	not	to	sell	such	products.		As	of	
now,	CVS	has	extended	the	ban	to	e-cigarettes.		There	
is	no	solid	proof	that	e-cigarettes	are	any	healthier,	or	
any	worse	than	normal	cigarettes,	but	they	do	affect	the	
people	around	them	a	lot	less.

A	recent	update	from	the	company	has	revealed	that	
they	will	no	longer	be	marketing	electronic	cigarettes.		In	
Boston	and	San	Francisco,	there	was	a	13%	decrease	in	
tobacco	purchases.	Not	having	a	supplier	caused	people	
to	just	stop	buying	cigarettes	instead	of	finding	a	new	
supplier.

Besides	the	benefit	of	helping	smokers	quit,	CVS	had	an	
alternate	reason	for	their	decision.		CVS’s	CEO,	Larry	
Merlo,	and	Pharmacy	President,	Helene	Foulkes	both	
had	parents	who	died	prematurely	due	to	lung	cancer,	
one	disease	which	can	be	caused	by	smoking.		Foulkes	
also	had	received	stories	of	how	quitting	smoking	was	so	
difficult	for	them.		She	decided	that	the	company	should	
make	it	easier	for	these	customers,	so	less	people	will	
have	to	suffer	the	consequences.

CVS’s	decision	to	stop	selling	cigarettes	was	a	big	deci-
sion,	but	in	the	end,	they	were	still	able	to	do	it.	This	
caused	many	people	to	question	that	if 	CVS	was	able	to	
ban	cigarettes,	why	can’t	other	stores	ban	them	as	well?	
One	of	CVS’s	biggest	rivals,	Walgreens,	released	a	state-
ment	to	why	it	would	be	useless	for	them	to	stop	selling	
cigarettes	and	tobacco	products.	According	to	Walgreens,	
only	4%	of	tobacco	sales	come	from	retail	pharmacies,	
so	it	wouldn’t	cause	a	significant	decrease	in	the	number	
of	smokers	in	the	USA.	Others	state	that	Walgreens	has	
several	financial	problems	and	needs	the	extra	money	to	
help	keep	their	branches	open.

CVS’	decision	to	ban	smoking	was	certainly	an	admirable	
one.	With	such	a	recent	focus	on	life	threatening	diseases	
like	Ebola,	people	tend	to	forget	that	the	greatest	life	risks	
are	caused	by	the	bad	habits	we	do	every	day.
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Update on CVS’ Cigarette Ban 
SAMANTHA VINOYA’18 & ANNIE CHENG’18

The Giver: 
Movie Review

ERGISA XHUVELI ‘16

Top Photo: 
Campaign Image for CVS Against Cigarettes 

Bottom Photo: 
Poster for the original novel, “The Giver” which was 
adapted into a movie. The film came into American the-
aters on August 15, 2014 and starred Brandon Thwaites 
as Jonas and Jeff Bridges as The Giver. 
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Why Is It So 
Hard to Get A 
7 In IB Art?

HANA MEMISEVIC ‘18

Going	into	the	IB	Middle	Years	Program	is	very	stressful	
for	BSGE	students,	especially	knowing	how	hard	it	is	to	
get	a	7	in	many	classes.	Classes	only	get	harder	as	the	
years	go	on	and	it	frightens	many	students	that	no	one	
has	ever	gotten	a	7	in	Higher	Level	(HL)	IB	Art.	Only	the	
hardest-working	students	receive	6s	in	the	class.	IB	Art	
is	a	college	course	that	BSGE	offers	in	high	school	and	
not	many	people	are	naturally	capable	of	completing	
a	college-level	art	class.	Even	those	who	are	talented	
in	the	field	of	art	can	find	it	challenging,	since	a	lot	of	
writing	and	research	is	involved	in	the	class.	“It’s	all	
about	figuring	out	what	you	want	to	make	art	about,	
which	is	a	very	difficult	question	to	ask	yourself,”	Ms.	
Schwarz	explained.	One	of	the	many	reasons	why	at-
taining	a	7	is	so	difficult	is	because	the	change	in	the	
class	structure	can	be	overwhelming.	The	art	classes	
that	taken	before	IB	Art	are	preparations	for	the	class.	In	
IB	Art,	you	have	limitations	and	guidelines	but	nodirec-
tives.	Although	this	freedom	may	seem	like	a	good	thing,	
it	comes	with	challenges.	“There	is	nothing	scarier	than	
not	knowing	what	you	have	to	do,”	Ms.	Schwarz	added.

Lack	of	exposure	to	the	arts	can	also	affect	the	grades	
that	students	receive	in	art.	Art	is	not	nearly	as	appreci-
ated	in	American	culture	as	science	and	mathematics	
are,	so	coming	into	this	course	is	a	fairly	new	experi-
ence.	There	are	also	other	IB	courses	that	BSGE	students	
are	taking,	which	require	an	equal	amount	of	time	and	
effort	put	into	them.	Finding	the	balance	between	these	
classes	is	important	and	means	that	your	full	attention	
cannot	be	turned	to	getting	a	7	in	art,	but	instead	on	
passing	every	class.	Just	because	no	one	has	ever	gotten	
a	7	in	IB	Art	before	does	not	mean	it	will	never	hap-
pen.	Both	Ms.	Schwarz	and	Mr.	Sheridan	are	positive	it	
will	happen	soon.	It	is	a	learning	experience	for	them	
too,	as	they	enter	their	4th	year	of	teaching	at	BSGE.	
They	have	picked	up	new	and	more	efficient	teaching	
techniques	that	can	help	students	obtain	a	7.	The	grad-
ing	format	for	IB	Art	has	also	changed;	instead	of	the	
layout	being	entirely	composed	of	60%	studio	artwork	
and	40%	research,	planning	and	documentation,	a	third	
component	is	being	added:	“comparative	art	analysis.”	
Previously,	if 	you	did	very	well	in	one	part	of	the	course	
but	did	not	do	well	in	the	other,	your	grade	would	
dramatically	decrease.	With	the	third	component	there	
is	a	better	spread	of	grades	and	it	is	easier	to	keep	your	
grade	up.

Some	advice	from	Mr.	Sheridan	and	Ms.	Schwarz	is	
to	take	risks.	Do	the	unexpected	and	see	what	you’re	
capable	of.	Don’t	be	a	perfectionist	and	don’t	hold	
yourself	up	to	professional	standards	because	as	time	
goes	on	you	will	get	better.	If 	you	are	too	self-critical	
you	will	only	make	yourself	do	worse.	If 	you	think	you	
did	something	wrong	or	want	to	improve,	ask	for	help	
because	you	can’t	learn	if 	you	never	ask.

Funny Teachers & Kind Seniors: 
Thoughts From the 7th Grade

AMIT SARKER ‘20

What	is	it	like	to	be	a	7th	grader	in	BSGE?	How	has	your	
transition	been	to	BSGE?

Daniel:	It	feels	very	great	to	be	a	7th	grader	at	BSGE.	I	
feel	very	good	about	the	switch	for	many	reasons.	I	feel	
that	for	one,	the	environment	is	a	lot	better	than	it	was	
in	my	old	school.	Everyone	here	is		a	lot	nicer	than	the	
people	in	my	old	school.	Another	reason	I	feel	comfort-
able	about	this	switch		is	because	the	work	here	will	give	
me	a	challenge,	which	is	a	really	nice	change	from	my	
old	school.

What	is	the	best	thing	about	BSGE?	The	worst?	

Daniel:	So	far,	the	one	thing	that	I	found	best	at	BSGE	is	
how	nice	the	environment	is.	Everyone	here	is	kind	and	
supportive.	The	worst	thing	so	far	is	that	I	have	been	feel-
ing	a	lot	of	pressure	with	all	the	work	and	tests.

Do	you	think	you	feel	adjusted	into	the	BSGE	environ-
ment?	What	do	you	think	that	can	be	changed	about	
BSGE	to	make	it	a	better	school?

Murtaza:	I	think	i	feel	adjusted	into	the	BSGE	environ-
ment	since	I	can	manage	time	better.	I	think	that	would	
make	BSGE	a	better	school	is	allowing	students	to	use	cell	
phones	during	lunch.	But	the	thing	is,	that	doesn’t	really	
affect	the	learning	process	here	at	BSGE.

How	do	you	feel	about	the	teachers	in	BSGE?	Are	they	
better	or	worse	than	your	old	teachers?	Why?

Elio:	The	teachers	at	BSGE	are	pretty	cool.	They	are	kind	
and	help	me	learn	much	better	than	my	old	teachers.	
They	help	me	when	I	struggle	with	something	and	they	
are	just	funny	in	general.

How	have	you	adjusted	to	a	school	that	goes	till	12th	
grade?	

Elio:	Yeah,	a	lot	of	things	have	changed	because	the	
school	goes	up	to	12th	grade.	There’s	a	wider	range	of	
students	that	differentiate	in	age.	But,	most	12th	grad-
ers	are	actually	much	kinder	than	I	thought	they	would	
be.	The	environment	in	this	school	makes	you	feel	better	
about	yourself.

Advice For New Bees! 
1.	Appreciate	seventh	grade.

Appreciate	your	teachers,	appreci-
ate	Music,	appreciate	the	amount	of	
homework	you	get.	Before	you	know	
it,	time	will	fly,	it’ll	be	June	26th	and	
you’ll	be	looking	back	and	wondering	
where	the	year	went.

2.	LEARN	TIME	MANAGEMENT	
SKILLS

This	is	probably	the	most	important	
thing	you’ll	need	in	BSGE,	and	just	
life	in	general.	Take	the	time	to	figure	
yourself	out.	Are	you	the	type	of	
person	who	procrastinates	and	works	
best	under	pressure?	If 	so,	congratu-
lations,	you	are	a	part	of	the	vast	ma-
jority.	The	sad	truth	is,	even	though	
we	might	be	given	two	weeks	to	
complete	an	assignment,	about	90%	
of	us	will	end	up	waiting	until	7:00	
pm	the	night	before	to	start	working	
on	the	essay	and	actually	printing	out	
the	essay	during	lunch.	( Just	ask	any	
of	the	teachers.	Or	students	in	older	
grades.	Or	visit	the	college	office/
library	the	day	an	assignment	is	due).	
This	will	result	in	at	least	one	mental	
breakdown,	and	a	lot	of	unnecessary	
stress.

My	advice	to	you	is:	figure	out	some	
way	to	put	pressure	on	yourself,	
instead	of	waiting	for	the	actual	
pressure	of	an	imminent	due	date.	
One	thing	that	works	for	me	is	timing	
myself.	Also,	the	Self-Control	App	for	
Macs	and	Productivity	Owl	for	Win-
dows	allow	you	to	block	certain	web-
sites	(such	as	YouTube	and	Facebook)	
for	a	chosen	amount	of	time	so	that	
you	can’t	procrastinate	by	surfing	the	
Internet.

To	be	completely	honest,	though,	
procrastination	is	inevitable.	If 	you	
procrastinate	(and	you	will),	take	
advantage	of	the	printers	in	the	IB	
office	(room	105),	College	office	
(room	114),	and	the	library	(room	
205).	Either	try	to	get	to	school	early	
and	print	then,	or	take	advantage	of	
the	fact	that	we	don’t	have	recess	and	
work	on	stuff	during	lunch.	Also,	
there	is	a	lovely	blue	couch	in	the	
college	office.	Take	naps	on	it	during	
lunch.

3.	Get	help	from	teachers	when	you	
need	it.

If 	you	have	a	test	coming	up	and	
there	are	a	few	concepts	you	don’t	
understand,	do	yourself	a	favor	
and	go	to	eighth	period	if 	you	can.	
Ask	questions.	Make	sure	you’re	
confident	with	all	the	material	that	
will	show	up	on	the	test.	Also,	with	
writing	essays	(and	this	goes	back	to	
the	whole	time	management	thing),	
if 	you’re	able	to	avoid	leaving	your	
essay	until	the	last	minute,	ask	your	
teachers	if 	they’re	willing	to	look	
over	a	part	of	your	essay	and	give	
you	feedback	on	it	(seventh	grad-
ers-	you	guys	would	ask	either	Mr.	
Anderson	or	Mr.	Lakhaney,	both	of	
whom	will	usually	look	over	your	es-
says	when	you	ask).	Try	to	choose	the	
section	of	your	essay	that	you	think	is	
the	best-	that	way	you	have	a	general	
idea	of	what	the	rest	of	your	essay	
should	look	like.	Make	sure	you	have	
specific	questions	to	ask	the	teachers	
about	how	to	improve.

4.	Befriend	people	in	older	grades.

Everyone	from	eighth	through	
twelfth	grade	may	seem	gigantic	
and	scary	to	you,	but	I	promise	you	
we’re	not.	We’ve	all	been	through	
seventh	grade	already,	and	although	
we	might	not	remember	every	single	
thing	from	seventh	grade,	chances	
are	we	can	offer	you	advice.	Also,	you	
can	always	use	us	to	answer	ques-
tions	you	have	about	homework.	(In	
case	you’re	sitting	here	thinking,	
“becoming	friends	with	people	in	
older	grades	sounds	great,	but	how	
exactly	are	we	supposed	to	accom-
plish	that….?”,	here’s	how:	walk	up	
to	us	and	say	hi.	That’s	it.	The	major-
ity	of	us	are	fairly	friendly;	we	don’t	
bite,	I	promise).

5.	Google	Drive	will	become	your	
best	friend.

Seriously.	Google	Drive	is	amaz-
ing.	You	probably	won’t	receive	the	
details	for	your	BSGE	account	until	
second	semester	when	you	have	
Technology,	but	your	username	is:	
TheyearyougraduateYourlastnam-

eYourfirstinitial	(for	example,	mine	
is	19salehd).	Your	password	is	your	
student	ID.	If 	you	have	questions	you	
can	always	ask	Shantanu,	who’s	in	
the	room	right	across	from	Mr.	Me-
han.	Or	just	ask	Mr.	Mehan.	Or	any	
of	your	other	teachers,	for	that	mat-
ter.	They	should	all	be	able	to	help.

Basically,	Google	Drive	will	allow	you	
to	have	access	to	all	of	your	docu-
ments	for	school	quickly.	Everything	
will	be	in	one	place,	and	easily	acces-
sible,	instead	of	having	some	stuff	on	
your	flashdrive,	some	stuff	on	your	
computer	at	home,	etc.

6.	Try	not	to	get	caught	up	in	drama.

As	the	year	progresses	and	you	all	get	
comfortable	around	each	other,	social	
“drama”	will	start	to	appear.	The	vast	
majority	of	drama	won’t	be	worth	
it.	Focus	on	your	homework,	making	
friends	and	having	fun.	You	will	save	
yourself	precious	time,	energy	and	
brainspace.

7.	Don’t	place	too	much	importance	
on	grades.

As	I’m	sure	most	of	your	teach-
ers	will	tell	you	(or	have	already	
told	you),	grades	are	not	something	
that	you	should	stress	about.	This	
is	a	gentle	reminder	that	a	5	here	is	
equivalent	to	a	6	or	7	in	other	public	
schools.	You	are	taking	courses	
that	other	people	are	taking	in	high	
school.	It’s	okay	to	feel	stressed	out;	
in	fact,	it’s	completely	normal.	But	
don’t	expect	to	start	getting	great	
grades	immediately;	it’ll	take	a	while	
for	you	to	adjust.

8.Use	your	locker!!!

Think	of	your	locker	as	a	godsent	
gift.	Literally.	Your	locker	will	make	
your	life	so	much	easier	if 	you	use	
it.	For	example,	instead	of	having	to	
carry	your	“A”	and	“B”	day	bind-
ers	back	and	forth	everyday,	you	can	
use	a	take-home	folder	to	hold	all	
the	sheets	that	you	would	need	from	
your	binders,	and	then	leave	your	
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Volunteers Host Successful 
9th Grade Open House

ERGISA XHUVELI ‘16

Wednesday,	October	8th	was	the	
day	of	the	9th	grade	open	house	at	
BSGE.	Of	course	you	already	knew	
this,	because	it	was	undoubtedly	
marked	in	the	planners	of	every	
BSGE	student	as	the	most	impor-
tant	day	of	this	month.	There	was	a	
meeting	after	school	in	the	library	
about	the	new	organization	of	
BSGE’s	most	talked	about	night	of	
the	year.	Blank	name	tag	stickers	
were	handed	out,	and	students	
screamed,	“PASS	THE	SHARPIE”	in	
the	conference	room	as	they	ea-
gerly	scrawled	things	like	“Ask	me	
about	softball!”	on	their	name	tags.
	
This	year,	college	counselor	Peter	
Wilson	and	parent	coordinator	
Margaret	Pasach	were	the	ones	
who	rallied	up	the	volunteers,	
and	gave	them	instructions	for	the	
event.	The	tags	displayed	the	names	
of	students,	a	feature	of	BSGE	they	
were	knowledgable	about,	and	a	
second	language	which	they	kept	
hidden	for	moments	like	these	
when	the	world	most	needed	their	
bilingual	skills.	Armed	with	bro-
chures,	name	tags,	and	after-school	
snacks	from	the	deli,	the	volunteers	
made	their	way	to	the	cafeteria	
to	get	their	room	assignments.	
All	the	students	excitedly	rushed	
to	sign	their	names	in	the	same	
rooms	as	their	friends,	and	soon	
they	were	walking	up	the	stairs	in	
groups.	However,	the	Seniors,	as	
BSGE	royalty,	had	the	prestigious	
job	of	welcoming	hopeful	BSGE	
applicants	and	their	parents	in	the	
lobby.	As	Anthony	Mendieta	‘16	
elegantly	said	“Quote	this.	I	like	
how	it	sounds,	‘those	walking	out	
welcomed	those	walking	in.’”	LMS	
if	you	cried.
	
To	the	surprise	of	many,	vari-
ous	BSGE	students	were	excited	
to	make	BSGE	look	its	best.	Chairs	
were	taken	down	and	pushed	in	
properly.		Textbooks	were	lined	up	
neatly	in	corners.		White	boards	
were	erased,	and	prompts	were	
freshly	written	on	the	boards	in	
bright	Expo,	so	that	parents	knew	
what	kind	of	questions	to	ask.		The	
white	boards	contained	long	lists	
of	after	school	activities,	the	names	
of	volunteers,	and	different	BSGE	
terms	people	might	want	clarifica-
tion	on.	“Cafegymatorium?”
	
Luis	Silva	‘16,	a	veteran	open	
house	volunteer,	discussed	what	
has	changed	since	2010	when	he	
first	volunteered	for	the	middle	
school	open	house.		“There	are	a	
lot	of	clubs	to	mention	to	parents	
now,”	Luis	said,	gesturing	to	the	
board	full	of	activities.	“Back	when	
I	was	in	seventh	grade	there	were	
only	a	few.”
	
When	asked	about	the	other	dif-

ferences	in	the	organization	of	
Open	House	Night,	he	looked	
at	the	pictures	of	farm	animals	
he	had	drawn	on	the	board	and	
proudly	answered	that	the	night	
had	become	more	“dependent	on	
students.”		He	went	on	to	explain	
how	we	have	more	freedom	in	
how	we	present	BSGE.		Luis	left	the	
drawings	up	during	the	seminar-
style	meetings	with	parents	and	
prospective	students.		Many	of	the	
young	prospective	students	seemed	
more	at	ease	in	the	presence	of	
Luis’s	childlike	artwork,	and	the	
parents	seemed	impressed	with	the	
maturity	and	composure	shown	by	
the	volunteers	thoroughly	answer-
ing	any	question	thrown	at	them.
	
Parents	would	stand	and	leave	
the	room	with	a	friendly	wave,	
just	as	three	more	families	would	
walk	through	door	with	their	own	
queries.		Some	families	seemed	to	
be	very	frustrated	by	the	large	vol-
ume	of	applicants,	and	the	small	
number	of	available	seats	for	ninth	
graders	at	BSGE.	BSGE	volunteers	
handled	these	questions	with	the	
grace	of	young	people	who	have	
on	multiple	occasions	conjured	up	
perfect	800	word	essays	in	only	
two	hours.
	
As	the	clocks	within	BSGE	ticked	on	
as	always	--	five	minutes	ahead	of	
normal	people	time	--		the	number	
of	parents	began	to	dwindle.		In	
response,	volunteers	stepped	up	
their	game.		Students	walked	up	to	
parents	and	shy	8th	graders,	ges-
turing	towards	their	name	tags	or	
to	the	prompts	on	the	board.	Many	
of	the	students	who	spoke	a	second	
language,	most	commonly	Span-
ish,	felt	that	the	name	tags	were	a	
great	idea.		They	allowed	parents	
who	felt	more	comfortable	speak-
ing	a	language	other	than	English	
to	ask	questions	about	BSGE,	the	IB	
program,	and	the	infamous	boys’	
basketball	team.
	
As	the	clock	struck	7:30	pm,	Ms.	
Johnson’s	voice	could	be	heard	
over	the	loudspeaker	announc-
ing	the	end	of	the	most	glamor-
ous	night	of	the	year.		Volunteers	
slowly	peeled	off	name	tags	and	
put	the	chairs	back	up	for	Thurs-
day	morning.		Groans	signifying	
the	realization	of	homework	that	
has	yet	to	be	completed	filled	the	
classrooms	as	lights	were	clicked	
off.		BSGE	students	bid	each	other	
farewell	and	made	their	way	to	
their	bus/subway	stations	and	the	
cool	kids	hopped	into	their	parents’	
minivans.		Everyone	went	home	
with	feelings	of	sympathy	for	those	
adorably	frightened	8th	graders,	
some	of	whom	we	hope	to	see	next	
September.

Humor or Assault? 
Sam Pepper Scandal 

EMMA KEEGAN ‘18

In	early	September	of	2014,	famous	YouTube	star	
Sam	Pepper	posted	an	alleged	“prank	video”	on	
his	channel	of	2.4	million	subscribers.	The	video	
featured	Pepper	grabbing	the	behinds	of	seem-
ingly	random	and	unsuspecting	women	on	the	
streets	of	Los	Angeles.	The	video	was	met	with	
immediate	outrage.	Viewers	claimed	that	Pepper’s	
actions	were	considered	acts	of	sexual	harass-
ment	and	that	it	violated	YouTube’s	policy	on	
sexual	content.	Within	hours	of	the	video	being	
posted,	“#reportsampepper”	became	a	worldwide	
trend	on	Twitter.

The	video	was	soon	removed	from	YouTube.	A	
little	while	after	the	first	video,	Pepper	then	post-
ed	another	video	of	the	same	concept.	However,	
in	this	video	a	female	was	displayed	grabbing	the	
behinds	of	various	males.	There	was	an	even	big-
ger	uproar	over	this	video,	especially	after	Pepper	
was	conscious	of	the	previous	video’s	backlash.	
People	responded	with	comments	such	as,	“...good	
to	know	he’s	an	equal	opportunity	creep”.

Pepper	explained	that	he	was	using	this	as	a	social	
experiment.	He	wanted	to	see	people’s	reactions	
to	sexual	harassment	towards	women	versus	
sexual	harassment	towards	men.	Pepper	claimed	
that	the	video’s	intention	was	to	shed	light	on	the	
fact	that	sexual	assault	happens	equally	to	both	
men	and	women.

Soon	after,	Pepper	posted	a	video	that	displayed	
him	receiving	permission	from	each	girl	in	the	
video,	before	he	initiated	the	prank.	The	British	
internet	celebrity	ensured	his	viewers	that	they	
were	overreacting	and	that	the	entire	video	was	
staged.	He	was	only	trying	to	make	a	point.

Despite	this,	Pepper	is	currently	banned	from	
VidCon,	an	online	video	convention	and	various	
other	conventions	as	well.	Viewers	are	also	cut-
ting	off	their	association	with	Pepper,	confirming	
that	they	are	no	longer	affiliated	with	him	and	his	
channel.

After	the	video’s	negative	response,	Pepper’s	real	
life	issues	began	to	catch	up	to	him.	According	
to	website	such	as	BuzzFeed	and	Gawker,	there	
have	been	various	rape	accusations	being	put	
forth	towards	Pepper,	by	the	YouTube	commu-
nity.	Many	girls	are	claiming	that	he	lured	them	
into	his	apartment	and	raped	them.	But	now	after	
this	recent	uproar	over	Pepper’s	video,	these	rape	
victims	became	inspired	to	speak	out	about	their	
incidents	with	Pepper.

Although	Pepper	states	that	he	created	the	video	
to	prove	that	people	react	more	to	women	being	
assaulted	than	they	do	to	men	being	assaulted,	he	
did	not	exactly	get	the	results	to	prove	that.	BSGE	
students	had	varying	opinions	on	the	matter.

BSGE	Freshman	Nicole	S.	18’	commented,		“If 	he	
had	told	the	girls	what	he	was	going	to	do	before	
he	did	it	I	think	that	it	was	a	fair	thing	to	do	and	
the	video	should	not	have	been	removed.”	Nicole	
is	one	of	the	many	people	who	found	the	prank	
childishly	innocent,	a	popular	response.	She	
added,	“I	actually	found	the	girls’	reactions	quite	
funny	and	even	though	it	was	a	horrible	concept,	
it	was	pretty	funny!”

However,	other	BSGE	students	disagreed.	“I	think	
that	what	he	did	was	a	crime	to	women,”	another	
Freshman,	Gabi	P	18’	proclaimed.	Gabi	explained,	
“Although	people	may	think	that	it	is	funny,	it	
really	promotes	this	kind	of	behavior.	On	the	
internet	it	looks	like	a	joke,	but	when	it	actually	
happens	it	hurts	the	victim.”

The	latest	update	of	the	Sam	Pepper	scandal	was	
on	October	3rd,	2014	when	he	posted	a	state-
ment	on	his	Twitter	account.	It	stated	that	Pepper	
has	not	been	arrested	or	contacted	by	any	law	
enforcement	agency,	and	that	he	denies	all	ac-
cusations	against	him.	Still	the	scandal	continues,	
raising	awareness	to	the	issue	of	sexual	assault	
across	the	world.

Advice for New Bees! 
(Continued)
binders	in	your	locker.	It	may	
seem	annoying,	but	your	back	
and	shoulders	will	thank	you	for	
it	later.		Also,	put	your	coat	in	
your	locker	instead	of	carrying	
it	around	during	the	school	day	
in	the	winter.	If 	you	really	don’t	
feel	like	using	your	locker	and	
you	plan	on	leaving	it	empty	for	
the	majority	of	the	school	year,	
be	kind	and	donate	it	to	a	junior	
(they	have	to	share	lockers).

9.	Join	clubs.

Although	we	may	not	have	an	
excessive	amount	of	extra-cur-
ricular	activities	in	comparison	
to	other	middle/high	schools,	
we	do	offer	quite	a	few	clubs	
(MOUSE	squad,	Math	club,	
French	club,	Yoga	club,	Zumba	
club,	DECA/business	club,	Film	
club,	Drama	club,	and	of	course	
our	very	own	Bacc	Rag	newspa-
per	team).		It’s	important	to	have	
a	balance	between	school/home-
work	and	social	activities.

10.	Be	polite,	stay	to	the	right.

Please	do	not	block	hallways.	
It’s	common	knowledge	that	the	
hallways	are	incredibly	small,	
and	people	blocking	them	really	
doesn’t	help.	Everyone	just	wants	
to	get	to	class.	Keep	moving	and	
everyone	will	avoid	lateness,	
thus	preventing	students	(es-
pecially	upperclassmen!)	from	
getting	irritated.
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Photo	to	the	Right:	
“DigiTour	tweeted	a	state-
ment	about	YouTube	prank	
channels	two	days	after	Pep-
per’s	fake	hand	video	was	
uploaded.”	
-	BuzzFeed	News

Photo	to	the	Left:
Controversial	YouTube	Star,	
Sam	Pepper	
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The Bacc Rag’s Comics Corner 
Title: Gentlemen Prefer Nerds

Series: Earth Lab     Author: Mahaut Brooks ’16
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Opinion Piece: Dear Media, We 
Can Do More Than Take Selfies

hard	to	get	the	attention	of	
our	generation?

Selfie	is	a	new	show	star-
ring	Karen	Gillan,	a	former	
actor	on	Britain’s	Doctor	
Who,	who	portrays	Eliza	
Dooley,	a	twenty-some-
thing	with	the	world	of	
social	media	dominating	
her	life.

Many	shows	like	Selfie	
are	attempting	to	gain	a	
wider	audience	by	relating	
to	young	people	as	well.	
It	seems	that	marketers	
working	for	these	shows	
believe	that	in	order	to	
get	teens	to	watch	their	
material,	there	has	to	be	
references	to	social	media	
within	the	script.	Why	
are	teenagers	always	seen	
as	technology-obsessed,	
narcissistic	people?		In	an	
an	article	from	the	British	
news	site,	The	Indepen-
dent,	Jonathan	Birdwell,	
head	of	the	citizenship	
program	at	Demos	and	
author	of	the	report,	com-
mented:	“People	think	of	
teenagers	as	apathetic,	lazy	
and	self-centered,	with	a	
sense	of	entitlement;	that’s	
the	dominant	negative	
stereotype.”	Birdwell	brings	
to	light	the	fact	that	the	
media	tends	to	highlight	
teens’	“dark	sides”	rather	
than	their	achievements.	
BSGE	8th	grader,	Andrea	V.	
‘19	agrees	with	this	view,	
saying	that	the	media	tends	
to	paint	teenagers	as	“irre-
sponsible	adolescents	who	
don’t	know	better	than	to	
make	the	wrong	choices.”	
She	is	one	of	the	many	
young	people	who	opposes	

these	false	portrayals.

What	many	seem	to	ignore	
is	that	teenagers	are	quite	
capable	of	doing	more	than	
texting	and	taking	selfies.	
For	example,	in	September	
of	2014	it	was	discovered	
that	sixteen-year	old	Turk-
ish	student,	Elif 	Bilgin,	
came	up	with	her	own	
chemical	process	to	turn	
bananas	into	non-decaying	
bioplastic.	This	is	an	amaz-
ing	accomplishment	that	
seems	to	be	overlooked	
by	the	media.	One	can	
see	this	through	a	simple	
search	on	Google.	When	
searching	the	term	“teen-
age	accomplishments,”	
only	1,160,000	results	
show	up.	Yet	when	typing	
in	“teenager	selfie”,	instead	
13,400,000	results	come	
up.	What’s	wrong	here?

But	these	negative	connota-
tions	to	young	people	do	
not	stop	at	selfies.	Teenag-
ers	are	also	seen	as	rowdy	
party	animals	who	priori-
tize	drinking,	partying	and	
being	mischievous.	When	
looking	at	the	song	titles	
listed	under	“Teen	Pop!”	
in	Spotify	playlists,	selec-
tions	that	come	up	are	“Life	
of	the	Party”,	Don’t	Say	
Goodnight”,	“We	Own	the	
Night”	and	many	more	like	
this.		These	songs	are	sup-
posed	to	capture	what	“our	
generation”	is	supposed	
to	do.

Then	there	are	the	songs	
that	go	out	of	their	way	to	
express	the	media	age	by	
using	popular	terms	from	
social	media.	The	music	

video	for	the	song,	“I’m	
Ready”,	by	AJR,	revolves	
around	using	various	me-
dia	platforms	like	Tumblr	
and	Twitter	to	share	the	
talent	of	the	band.	It	can	be	
seen	from	the	song’s	lyrics	
such	as	“We’ll	arrive	be-
hind	a	hash-tag	sign”	that	
the	music	industry	is	trying	
too	hard	to	cater	to	young	
people	through	references	
to	social	media	trends.	
Another	song	that	does	this	
is	“#Selfie”	by	The	Chain-
smokers	in	which	the	lyrics	
are	supposed	to	belong	to	
the	mouth	of	a	superficial	
young	girl	obsessed	with	
partying,	looking	cool	and	
taking	photos	of	herself.	An	
even	more	extreme	version	
of	using	social	network-
ing	terms	in	a	melody	is	
the	song	“#Everything”	by	
Far	Young.	In	the	first	four	
lines,	five	hashtags	are	used	
as	a	form	of	lyrics.	It	seems	
that	the	negative	depictions	
of	teens	in	pop	culture	and	
the	media	is	endless.

So,	should	less	attention	be	
focused	on	teenagers’	ste-
reotypical	bad	habits,	and	
more	of	who	they	actually	
are?	Many	teenagers	may	
act	different	online	from	
how	they	act	in	person.	
BSGE	9th	grader	Sarah	
M.’18	puts	it	well:	“...we	
don’t	get	to	know	who	they	
really	are.”	Perhaps	if 	there	
was	more	of	an	effort	to	
tap	into	the	real	lives	of	
the	teens	of	the	world,	the	
media	wouldn’t	be	so	keen	
on	including	a	hashtag	in	
every	sentence.

ANOKHA VENUGOPAL ‘19

What’s a 5SOS?
SAMANTHA VINOYA ‘18

5	Seconds	of	Summer,	otherwise	known	as	5SOS	(pronounced	five-sauce)	began	as	a	
group	of	boys	posting	covers	to	songs	on	YouTube,	but	has	now	risen	up	music	charts	
around	the	world.	Formed	in	2011	in	Sydney,	the	Australian	pop-rock/“punk	rock”	
band	has	come	out	of	nowhere,	winning	7	of	the	23	awards	they	were	nominated	for	
and	performing	at	two	major	awards	shows.	The	band’s	Twitter	account	has	reached	
4.66	million	followers	and	is	already	starting	their	ninth	tour,	“Rock	Out	With	Your	
Socks	Out”	on	May	4,	2015.

The	group	consists	of	four	members:	lead	vocalist	and	guitarist	Luke	Hemmings,	
bassist	Calum	Hood,	drummer	Ashton	Irwin,	and	other	guitarist	Michael	Clifford.	
But	what	seems	to	be	catching	people’s	eyes	more	than	the	band,	is	their	fandom.	You	
may	have	seen	members	of	this	fandom	on	Twitter,	Facebook,	Instagram	feeds,	post-
ing	photos	and	statuses	filled	with	exclamation	points	and	heart	emojis.

An	original	member	of	this	fandom,	Janielle	Dumapit	’19,	spoke	about	how	she	first	
heard	of	the	band.	Janielle	had	“first	saw	their	covers	on	YouTube	in	really	late	2011	
or	early	2012	and	[she]	was	instantly	hooked.”

5	Seconds	of	Summer	didn’t	know	it	yet,	but	its	fan-base	was	about	to	grow	from	a	
few	hundred	people	to	a	few	million	people.	This	is	all	because	of	the	well-known	
boy	band,	One	Direction.	The	boys	of	One	Direction	discovered	5SOS’	YouTube	cov-
ers	and	instantly	fell	in	love	with	them.

Once	Janielle	found	out	about	this,	she	wanted	everyone	to	know	that	she	listened	to	
them	“BEFORE	it	was	mainstream.”	One	Direction	invited	5SOS	to	join	them	in	2013	
for	their	“Take	Me	Home”	Tour.	5SOS	was	ecstatic	and	accepted	the	invitation.	The	
two	bands	formed	an	unbreakable	bond	and	5SOS	ended	up	joining	One	Direction	
on	their	2014	“Where	We	Are”	Tour.

Sadly,	where	there	are	fans	there	are	haters.	Many	people	in	BSGE	aren’t	too	happy	
about	5SOS’s	sudden	rise	to	fame.	A	Junior	who	preferred	to	remain	anonymous	
commented,	“I	always	see	posts	about	5	Seconds	of	Summer	on	my	Facebook	News	
Feed,	and	I	don’t	understand	the	hype.	They	are	just	another	annoying	boy	band	that	
grew	famous	for	their	looks.”	

Another	student,	Derek	Chu	‘15,	explained	his	feelings	on	the	band.	“I’m	kind	of	
annoyed	about	the	hype	around	5	Seconds	of	Summer	and	with	just	boy	bands	in	
general.	Most	“fan	girls”	seem	to	like	artists	like	One	Direction	and	Justin	Bieber	on	
the	fact	that	they	are	attractive	looking	rather	then	the	quality	of	their	music.”

Derek	further	explained	his	distaste	for	the	fandom	particularly,	saying,	“It	is	espe-
cially	annoying	when	they	post	about	the	respective	artist	on	Instagram	every	week	as	
their	daily	#mcm.	I	have	never	listened	to	a	5	Second	of	Summer	song	so	I	cannot	say	
the	same	about	them,	however	the	hype	around	them	is	very	similar	and	it	makes	me	
not	want	to	try	their	music.”	

Many	students	would	strongly	agree	with	Derek,	and	of	course	there	are	those	who	
completely	disagree.	However,	there	are	still	the	neutral	people.	The	“neutrals”	are	
people	who	don’t	necessarily	hate	5SOS,	but	they	don’t	think	they	are	the	best	band	
ever.	One	of	the	neutral	people	is	Gabi	Prostko	‘18.	She	wouldn’t	necessarily	call	her-
self	a	“big	fan,”	but	she	does	“like	a	few	of	their	songs.”	According	to	Gabi,	the	5SOS	
fandom	is	“relatively	nice”	because	it	seems	like	they	are	“accepting	of	new	people,	
and	they	aren’t	annoying	like	a	lot	of	other	randoms	[directioners].”

There	are	lots	of	people	like	Gabi	who	aren’t	willing	to	call	5SOS	the	best	band	ever,	
but	they	have	a	liking	for	5SOS’	music.	The	mixture	of	fans,	haters,	and	semi-fans	
make	5SOS	the	band	that	they	are	now.

A	controversial	5SOS	topic	is	whether	or	not	5SOS	is	a	“boy	band.”	According	to	the	
majority	of	the	5SOS	family,	5SOS	is	no	where	near	being	a	boy	band.	Yes,	they	are	
a	band	consisting	of	only	boys,	but	there	is	more	to	the	definition	of	a	boy	band.	Boy	
bands	are	thought	to	be	bands	in	which	boys	just	sing	music	and	don’t	play	instru-
ments.	All	the	members	of	5SOS	play	their	own	instruments	and	they	compose	all	of	
their	music.	They	do	write	songs	with	other	singers	and	music-related	professionals	
such	as	Alex	Gaskarth	from	All	Time	Low	and	John	Feldmann.

According	to	Hana	Memisevic’18,	“No,	[she	does]	not	consider	them	a	boy	band	
because	they	play	their	own	instruments	and	that	goes	against	the	definition	of	a	
boy	band.”	Janielle	has	a	slightly	different	opinion	in	the	sense	that	she	agrees	that	
they	are	a	band	made	up	of	all	boys,	but	they	are	not	a	boy	band.	To	her,	they	are	
not	a	boy	band	because	“5SOS	play	their	own	instruments	even	on	stage	and	those	
stereotypical	boy	bands	are	associated	with	cheesy	dance	moves	and	bubblegum	pop	
music.”

Hopefully	by	now	you	know	exactly	who	5SOS	is.	No,	I’m	not	talking	about	5	sauces;	
I’m	talking	about	5	Seconds	of	Summer.	If 	you’re	already	a	5SOS	fan,	I	hope	you	
enjoyed	“fan-girling”	about	this	article.	Before	you	turn	the	page	I	have	one	last	ques-
tion:	Are	you	ready	for	the	5SOS	revolution?

THE BUZZ
What are your goals for this year?

“I want to get 100 community service hours doing things that I care about.” 
- Jay Schleyer ‘17

“To pass, you know.  Do my homework and stuff.  Pretty much that.” - Peter ‘19



November 2014    BSGE’s Official Buzz     Page 13

The Story Behind 
BSGE’s Scaffolding 

MAYA JUMAN ‘16

Students	arriving	at	school	on	Monday,	October	20th	were	surprised	and	happy	to	
find	that	the	scaffolding	around	BSGE’s	exterior	had	been	removed	after	months	of	
construction.	It	had	been	erected	earlier	this	year	in	May,	in	order	to	allow	construc-
tion	workers	to	fix	water	leakage	problems	deep	inside	the	building’s	walls.	BSGE	had	
been	showing	signs	of	water	damage	for	months,	if 	not	years,	before	construction	
began.	Even	inside	classrooms,	paint	near	windows	peeled	away	to	reveal	walls	and	
ceilings	damaged	by	rain	leaking	into	the	building.

The	construction	workers	had	a	lot	of	work	to	do,	starting	with	the	very	exterior	of	
the	building.	“The	stucco	was	bad,”	Darnell	Murray	Jr.,	BSGE’s	custodian,	explained.	
Beneath	this	outer	layer,	there	were	serious	water	problems	reaching	deep	into	the	
entire	structure.	Once	these	issues	had	been	addressed	and	the	repair	complete,	the	
building	was	then	painted.	However,	the	work	is	not	complete	yet.	The	building	exte-
rior	is	clearly	not	fully	painted,	but	“everything	above	the	first	floor	is	done,”	which	
means	that	no	scaffolding	will	be	required	to	finish	the	job.

So	far,	the	construction	done	on	the	building	has	paid	off.	“We’ve	had	a	lot	of	rain	
this	year,	and	so	far,	no	problems,”	Darnell	said.	Despite	the	work	that	needs	to	be	
done,	there	are	already	visible	improvements	inside	the	building.	The	damage	in	
classrooms	on	walls	and	ceilings	has	been	fixed	and	painted	over.	Students	are	happy	
about	the	construction	and	the	removal	of	the	scaffolding.	During	the	months	of	
construction	late	last	year	and	early	this	year,	construction	workers	walking	by	out-
side	the	windows	were	a	common	sight	during	class.	With	the	scaffolding	down,	the	
light	in	classrooms	is	a	lot	brighter,	and	the	sidewalk	outside	the	school	is	exposed	to	
the	sunlight	for	the	first	time	in	months.

Life Saver:
Interview with 
Nurse Mireille 
Desarme

FAIZA TAHSIN ‘18

What	is	your	cultural	background?
I	was	born	in	Haiti.

What	are	some	of	your	hobbies?
I	like	to	read	and	travel.

What	languages	do	you	speak?
I	speak	Creole,	French	and	English.

How	did	you	become	a	nurse?
I	attended	Long	Island	University	Brook-
lyn	Campus.

Did	you	always	want	to	be	a	nurse	grow-
ing	up?
As	a	young	girl	in	my	country,	a	nurse	
would	visit	my	house.	Since	then,	I	have	
always	had	the	desire	to	pursue	this	
career.

What	is	the	best	part	of	being	a	nurse?
The	best	part	of	being	a	nurse	is	to	see	
people	get	better	and	healthy	after	I	have	
taken	care	of	them.

What	is	the	worst	part	of	being	a	nurse?
Previously	working	in	a	hospital,	unfor-
tunately	I	have	been	a	witness	to	death;	to	
me	this	is	the	worst	part	of	being	a	nurse.

What	are	some	activities	you	do	outside	
of	school?

I	love	to	go	to	my	house	of	worship.

How	do	you	like	working	in	BSGE?
The	staff	is	like	a	big	family	and	I	enjoy	
helping	students.

What	is	something	unique	about	the	stu-
dent	body,	how	has	it	compared	to	other	
schools	you’ve	been	to?
Working	with	high	school	students	is	
more	rewarding	to	me	than	other	stu-
dents.

Why	did	you	become	a	nurse?
I	became	a	nurse	to	provide	care	for	those	
who	are	sick	and	unwell.

Favorite	food?
I	like	seafood.

Tea	or	coffee?
I	prefer	tea.

Favorite	place	to	eat?
My	favorite	place	to	eat	is	Bernardin,	lo-
cated	in	Manhattan,	which	is	an	exquisite	
seafood	and	French	restaurant.

Do you want photos of you 
and your friends in this 
year’s BSGE Yearbook? 

Email photos to yearbook@
bsge.org and purchase the 
book at the end of the year! 
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No More 8th Period: 
Here’s Why. 

ANNIE CHENG ‘18

BSGE’s	2014-15	school	year	began	at	a	surprising	note	when	news	circulated	that	
there	was	no	more	8th	period.	For	the	first	time	in	years,	students	have	to	leave	the	
building	by	2:20	p.m.	on	Mondays.	However,	students	are	still	free	to	engage	in	after	
school	activities	on	Tuesdays,	Wednesdays,	Thursdays	and	Fridays,	in	which	the	
school	closes	at	4	p.m.	The	reason	behind	this	schedule	change	is	the	UFT	contractual	
agreement,	otherwise	known	as	the	Teacher’s	Contract.		The	contract	is	based	on	the	
agreement	between	the	teachers’	union	and	the	Department	of	Education	and	says	
that	Mondays	are	set	aside	for	teacher	professional	development	and	Tuesdays	are	for	
“parent	engagement”	and	“other	professional	work”	for	teachers.	

Teachers	have	the	option	of	meeting	of	students	on	Tuesdays	though	it	is	not	part	of	
the	schedule	for	all	teachers.	Following	this	from	Wednesdays	to	Fridays,	the	school	
will	be	open	for	after	school	activities	such	as	Zumba,	Yoga,	Mouse	Squad,	the	Bacc	
Rag	and	other	clubs.	(With	the	exception	of	Helping	Hands	which	will	continue	to	
hold	meetings	on	Mondays)

Teachers	who	stay	after	school	from	Wednesday	to	Friday	to	work	with	students	on	
after	school	activities	can	be	compensated	by	the	school	or	the	PTA.	

BSGE’s	guidance	counselor,	Timothy	David-Lang,	commented	about	the	recent	sched-
ule	change.	“For	the	school	community,	8th	period	has	been	a	very	valuable	resource	
for	several	years,”	he	says.	Mr.David-Lang	added,	“We’re	going	to	have	to	find	an	
alternate	way	to	meet	the	needs	of	students,	teachers	and	families	now	that	we	no	
longer	have	it.”

This	new	schedule	has	proven	to	be	an	issue	for	a	variety	of	other	reasons.	Now	
students	are	forced	to	participate	in	fewer	activities,	considering	many	different	club	
meetings	will	be	held	at	the	same	time.		For	example,	band	practice	is	held	at	the	same	
time	as	yoga	club.		The	schedule	change	has	also	impacted	students’	ability	to	com-
plete	Community	&	Service	hours,	forcing	students	to	look	elsewhere	for	activities.	
Many	after	school	clubs	provide	students	with	CAS	hours,	however	if 	two	of	clubs	are	
on	the	same	day,	students	can	be	deprived	of	hours.

“Some	people	are	happy	with	this	schedule	change,	considering	that	now	they	won’t	
be	assigned	to	8th	period	for	specific	classes,”	says	Joshua	Vaiman’	15,	Senior	at	BSGE.	
He	continued,	“It	is	also	a	disadvantage	to	students	who	really	need	the	help,	and	also	
to	Seniors	applying	to	colleges	who	won’t	have	as	much	time	to	revise	essays	with	our	
college	adviser,	Peter	Wilson.”

The	school	will	continue	to	be	creative	in	offering	help	to	students	after	school,	and	
making	BSGE	an	environment	in	which	students	will	feel	welcome	to	participate	in	
clubs	and	activities.	

Ebola in NYC: 
How BSGE Gets 
Involved 

TAHMID ASMIF ‘18 & LYDIA STETSON ‘15

On	October	23rd,	2014	it	was	an-
nounced	that	emergency	room	doctor	
Craig	Spencer,	33,	who	returned	to	New	
York	City	after	treating	Ebola	patients	in	
West	Africa,	was	tested	positive	for	the	
Ebola	virus.	This	is	the	first	case	of	Ebola	
in	NYC	and	the	fourth	case	in	the	United	
States.	

Unsurprisingly,	New	Yorkers	reacted	
with	great	fear	after	hearing	news	that	
Spencer	traveled	to	The	Gutter	bowling	
alley	in	Williamsburg,	The	Meatball	Shop	
restaurant	in	Chelsea,	Manhattan’s	High-
line	Park	and	took	the	A,	L	and	1	train	
after	developing	symptoms	for	the	virus.	
Despite	evidence	showing	that	Ebola	is	
not	an	airborne	virus,	many	residents	of	
New	York,	including	BSGE	students,	have	
become	extremely	cautious	of	contact	
with	people	who	may	be	ill.

But	it	is	not	only	New	Yorkers	who	have	
taken	extreme	precautions	after	the	re-
cent	Ebola	outbreak.	New	York	Governor	
Andrew	Cuomo	and	New	Jersey	governor	
Chris	Christie	imposed	a	policy	on	Friday,	
October	24th	stating	that	all	healthcare	
workers	returning	from	West	Africa	after	
treating	Ebola	patients	should	be	put	it	in	
a	mandatory	21-day	quarantine.	

While	some	praise	the	actions	of	these	
Governors,	others	feel	that	Cuomo	and	
Christie	should	have	consulted	the	city	
first	before	making	such	a	rash	decision.	
A	prime	example	of	this	disapproval	is	
nurse	Kaci	Hickox	who	was	quarantined	
for	three	days	in	New	Jersey	from	Friday,	
October	24th	after	returning	from	Sierra	
Leone	to	treat	Ebola	patients.	Despite	test-
ing	negative	twice	for	Ebola,	Hickox	was	
confined	until	October	27th.	

The	nurse	and	many	others	were	deeply	
offended	by	Christie’s	actions.	She	com-
mented	in	an	interview	with	BBC,	““I	am	
not	going	to	sit	around	and	be	bullied	
around	by	politicians	and	be	forced	to	
stay	in	my	home	when	I	am	not	a	risk	to	
the	American	public.”	

The	federal	Centers	for	Disease	and	Con-
trol	and	Prevention	in	Atlanta,	Georgia	
were	also	upset	with	the	decision.	Ac-
cording	to	one	of	the	Center’s	officials,	
this	policy	is	compromising	because	it	
discourages	American	nurses	and	physi-
cians	to	go	to	countries	affected	with	
Ebola	to	help	out.	

For	those	who	are	unfamiliar	with	the	Eb-
ola	virus,	also	known	as	the	Ebola	haem-
orrhagic	fever,	it	is	a	severe,	often	fatal	
illness	that	was	first	discovered	in	1976	
in	Zaire,	which	is	now	the	Democratic	
Republic	of	the	Congo.	As	of	October	
19th,	2014	the	Ebola	virus	has	taken	the	
lives	of	4,877	people,	according	to	CNN,	
with	Liberia	being	the	hardest	country	hit	
with	2,705	deaths	and	4,665	cases.	

Scientists	hypothesize	that	the	disease	was	
derived	from	fruit	bats	and	is	transmit-
ted	through	direct	contact	of	body	fluids	
such	as	blood,	saliva,	sweat,	feces,	vomit	
and	semen.	Many	people	do	not	feel	the	
symptoms	of	the	virus	until	one	to	two	
weeks	after	they	have	been	infected	with	
it.	Ebola	starts	off	with	a	minor	headache	
or	fever	similar	to	the	flu	but	worsens	as	
time	passes.	It	can	lead	to	the	point	where	
a	person	is	internally	and	externally	
bleeding	and	has	trouble	breathing.	

So	far,	according	to	the	World	Health	
Organization	there	is	no	specific	treat-
ment	or	vaccine	for	Ebola,	and	the	fatality	
rate	can	reach	up	to	90%.	This	is	where	
BSGE	comes	in	to	help	raise	money	so	that	
researchers	could	find	a	possible	cure	for	
the	Ebola	virus.

Mr.	Anderson’s	7th	grade	advisory	col-
lected	$400	in	total	by	just	going	around	
BSGE	and	asking	for	donations.	The	advi-
sory	sent	the	money	to	the	Direct	Relief	
Foundation.	

When	asked	why	it	is	important	that	
BSGE	students	raise	money	to	find	a	
cure	for	Ebola,	Mr.	Anderson	said,		“It’s	
important	because	we	all	live	in	this	
world	together.	We	have	to	help	people	
in	West	Africa	because	we	are	fortunate	
enough	to	have	a	lot	of	medical	equip-
ment	and	attention	that	can	be	offered	
to	others.”	He	explained,	“Just	because	
Ebola	may	not	be	as	big	of	an	issue	as	it	is	
in,	say	Liberia,	does	not	mean	it’s	not	our	
problem.”

According	to	Mr.	Anderson,	these	West	
African	countries	affected	by	Ebola	do	not	
have	as	great	medical	facilities	as	the	US,	
so	everyone,	including	BSGE	students	can	
help	by	donating	money.	Mr.	Anderson	
added,	“It’s	part	of	the	IB	statement	to	
care	about	the	community.	It’s	good	to	af-
fect	change	even	if 	it’s	in	small	amounts,	
because	our	mission	is	to	help	others.”	

It’s	time	for	the	sun	to	sleep
And	the	moon	to	rise	up	deliberately	
Without	making	any	sounds	or	peeps.
In	the	sky	we	see	a	bright	little	moon

That	is	coming	up	slowly	but	very	soon.	
There	once	was	psychotic	guy	
With	his	deceitful	nature

Was	carrying	a	book	bag,	said	the	newspaper.

He	was	walking	in	the	woods
And	it	was	very	dark

I	wonder	what	he	was	doing
Probably	screaming

The	moon	is	like	a	loyal	star
Shining	overhead,	always	present	if 	not	always	seen.

The	moon	is	as	pale	as	snow
With	its	many	crevices	across	the	floor

The	moon	has	many	benefits,
With	the	light	it	shines

Creating	a	sense	of	peace	and	tranquility	
Seen	by	the	naked	eye.

The	psychotic	guy	was	running	fast	
Away	from	his	past

He	didn’t	want	to	make	any	more	mistakes
Just	when	he	said	that,	he	fell	into	a	lake.

A Poem for Thought
“The Psychotic Guy”  

TAHMID ASMIF ‘18
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Catching Up with Sophomores on Their Personal Projects
BSGE	is	starting	its	13th	year	of	the	Middle	Years	Program	(MYP)	for	sophomores	by	
beginning	the	personal	project	process.	The	personal	project	is	an	important	part	of	
the	International	Baccalaureate	Organization’s	MYP	because	it	requires	the	student	
to	use	skills	learned	from	the	7th	through	10th	grades.	It	encourages	the	student	to	
explore	their	own	interests	and	creativity	under	certain	guidelines.	

10th	graders	have	to	choose	their	own	Guiding	Question	and	Area	of	Interaction	
while	exploring	the	project.	During	the	months	before	tenth	grade,	part	of	the	sum-
mer	assignment	was	to	come	up	with	the	initial	personal	project	topic	and	explore	
the	topic	through	research	at	the	Mid-Manhattan	Library.	Not	only	is	this	project	
self-directed,	it	also	helps	prepare	students	for	the	IB	program	and	Extended	Essay	in	
11th	and	12th	grade.	Students	are	required	to	create	a	product,	whether	it	is	a	book,	
a	sculpture,	a	film,	or	any	other	culminating	piece	of	work.	

During	the	process,	they	keep	a	process	journal	to	record	their	plans	and	actions	for	
the	project,	and	they	also	write	a	project	report	that	describes	the	process	they	un-
derwent.	The	majority	of	the	personal	project	work	is	completed	independently	and	
outside	of	school,	except	for	times	when	students	need	to	discuss	their	project	with	
their	advisors	and	supervisors,	usually	during	advisory	or	office	hours.	After	finishing	
and	submitting	their	projects,	the	10th	graders	are	required	to	present	their	proj-
ects	to	7th,	8th,	and	9th	graders	in	order	to	help	the	students	prepare	for	their	own	
personal	projects.	Below	are	a	few	interviews	from	some	selected	sophomores	on	their	
personal	projects.

1)	SAKINA	ALI
What	is	your	personal	project	topic?	
My	personal	project	is	about	memorizing	the	206	bones	of	the	human	body.

How	are	you	going	to	display	your	project?
	I	am	going	to	create	a	paper	mache	skeleton	from	memory	and	then	use	many	cul-
tures	of	the	world	and	their	art	to	decorate	the	skeleton.

Why	did	you	choose	this	topic?
	I	am	interested	in	both	art	and	science	and	want	to	connect	them	together	through	
the	personal	project.

What	do	you	think	will	be	the	best	part	of	this	project?	
I	think	part	of	it	is	because	I’m	interested	in	the	topic	and	also	that	it	will	be	quite	
easy	to	document	the	process	in	my	process	journal.

What	do	you	think	will	be	the	hardest	part	of	this	project?	
The	memorizing	part	and	also	when	I	will	do	the	work	and	divide	it	up.	I	also	don’t	
know	how	I	will	connect	memorizing	the	bones	with	making	a	decorative	skeleton.

What	benefits	do	you	hope	will	come	from	exploring	this	topic?	
I	will	have	the	bones	all	memorized	if	I	decide	to	approach	science	or	biology	as	
something	I	want	to	explore	in	the	future	for	my	career.

2)	KYRA	RICHARDSON
What	is	your	personal	project	topic?	
My	personal	project	is	about	fashion/	beauty	journalism.

How	are	you	going	to	display	your	project?	
I	am	going	to	make	a	website	with	tutorials	and	editorials.

Why	did	you	choose	this	topic?	
I	have	always	LOVED	creative	writing,	and	I	have	recently	become	extremely	interest-
ed	in	fashion	and	cosmetology,	so	I	figured	that	I	would	combine	two	of	my	favorite	
things	into	one	project.

What	do	you	think	will	be	the	best	part	of	this	project?	
I	would	say	the	best	part	is	the	satisfaction	of	knowing	that	eventually,	I	will	create	
something	that	I	never	imagined	I	would’ve	been	able	to	do	in	10th	grade.	I	feel	that	
after	researching	and	really	understanding	the	components	to	fashion	journalism,	it	
will	be	something	that	I	want	to	continue	doing	for	the	rest	of	my	life.

What	do	you	think	will	be	the	hardest	part	of	this	project?	
Right	now,	gathering	my	thoughts	and	actually	starting	the	project	is	the	hardest	part	
for	me.	I’m	still	kind	of	intimidated	by	the	whole	thought	of	this	project	and	how	
many	different	aspects	there	are	to	it.	Actually	beginning	it	will	be	a	big	step	for	me,	
but	once	I	do,	I	think	I’ll	be	fine.

What	benefits	do	you	hope	will	come	from	exploring	this	topic?	
I	know	that	I	really	want	a	career	in	this	field	in	the	future,	so	I	think	that	this	will	
prepare	me	for	that.	Also,	I	will	be	spending	a	lot	of	time	working	with	and	learning	
about	a	topic	that	I	love,	so	that	is	a	benefit	in	itself.

5) Sahat Mahmud
What is your personal project topic? 
I want to inform others about the effects of bullying.

How are you going to display your project? 
I want to make a film on bullying.

Why did you choose this topic? 
I believe there are many people out there who don’t have a life like ours that are un-
known to us. I want to notify more people that such people are out there and that we 
should take steps to prevent them from being bullied and to keep ourselves from bully-
ing others/get bullied.

What do you think will be the best part of this project? 
I decided to do my project in a very own production film that I’d create myself. I was 
excited to create another video as it was hobby I had since I was younger.

What do you think will be the hardest part of this project? 
The personal project is a difficult assignment which requires the student to have full 
background knowledge and a good amount of prior knowledge about their topic. I 
believe the hardest part will be to get all my research and knowledge about this project 
covered.

What benefits do you hope will come from exploring this topic? 
I will be able to further educate students and teachers at BSGE with the health and 
social education issues in our environment.

3)	RYAN	ZHUO
What	is	your	personal	project	topic?	
I	plan	on	doing	something	involving	anatomy/sculpture/engineering.

How	are	you	going	to	display	your	project?	
My	current	idea	is	to	make	a	kidney	that	could	distill	salt	water	similar	to	how	a	nor-
mal	kidney	filters	blood.

Why	did	you	choose	this	topic?	
For	the	personal	project,	I	want	to	do	something	that	involves	three	of	the	favorite	
things	I	like	to	do	and	learn	about,	so	I	combined	anatomy,	art	and	engineering.

What	do	you	think	will	be	the	best	part	of	this	project?
	The	best	part	about	this	project	is	the	fact	that	I	will	be	learning	a	lot	about	the	topic	
as	I	progress	through	it.

What	do	you	think	will	be	the	hardest	part	of	this	project?	
The	hardest	part	about	my	prospective	topic	would	be	the	mechanism	behind	repli-
cating	normal	kidney	function.	I’ve	been	toying	with	the	idea	of	compressing	a	solar	
still	(device	that	shipwrecked	people	use	to	purify	salt	water)	so	that	many	could	fit	
into	my	kidney	model,	but	in	that	case	I	would	need	a	heat	source	to	evaporate	the	
water.	That’s	where	I’m	roadblocked.	If 	anyone	has	an	idea,	he	or	she	should	totally	
email	me	at	theryanzhuo@gmail.com.

What	benefits	do	you	hope	will	come	from	exploring	this	topic?
	I	will	be	able	to	explore	the	things	that	I	am	interested	in	in	much	deeper	depth	than	
I’ve	ever	imagined.

4)	JOSEPH	FALLAIT
What	is	your	personal	project	topic?
	My	personal	project	is	based	on	Jungian	psychology.

How	are	you	going	to	display	your	project?	
I	want	to	write	a	novella	on	the	topic.

Why	did	you	choose	this	topic?
	I’ve	really	enjoyed	writing	fiction,	and	BSGE	doesn’t	really	offer	many	opportunities	
for	us	to	do	that.	I’m	also	pretty	interested	in	psychology,	and	I	thought	that	Jungian	
psychology	could	offer	for	a	really	interesting	story.

What	do	you	think	will	be	the	best	part	of	this	project?	
Watching	other	people	present	their	personal	projects	will	be	way	more	meaningful	
now	that	we	personally	know	just	how	much	work	has	to	go	into	them.

What	do	you	think	will	be	the	hardest	part	of	this	project?	
Developing	a	good	work	ethic	for	the	project.

What	benefits	do	you	hope	will	come	from	exploring	this	topic?
	I’ll	learn	how	to	write	a	somewhat	longer	story,	and	will	also	know	much	more	about	
Jungian	psychology	by	doing	so.	In	other	words,	it’ll	make	learning	about	it	more	fun	
than	simply	reading	page	after	page.

Do you need CAS or Com-
munity & Service hours, and 
like to write? 

Join The Bacc Rag Staff! 
Meetings are Wednesday 
after school in Room 304. 
Walk-ins are welcome! x-
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Recap of Fall 14’ Spirit Week
Mismatched Monday! Tired Tuesday

Toon Thursday

Color War Wednesday

Freaky Friday - Halloween!


