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7th Grade Open House
BSGE hosted its annual open house for pro-
spective 7th graders. BSGE teachers staff 
gave a presentation to parents and students 
in attendance about the school and each de-
partment’s philosophy. Parents then walked 
through the building and had opportunities to 
speak to student volunteers about the school.

BSGE Clothing Fundraiser
Students sold almost $4,000 worth of BSGE 
shirts, sweatshirts, and other items dur-
ing November’s fundraiser. BSGE will receive 
over $1,000 of that money toward its athletic 
programs and a huge bump in school spirit.

Girls Basketball Team Begins Season
BSGE’s Girls basketball team started its sea-
son 1-6. They defeated HS for Construc-
tion 44-33.They have ten games remaining.. 

Recap of December 
Events at BSGE

THE BACC RAG STAFF

The BSGE boys basketball team has started 
this season 2-4. Its two wins already match 
its win total from all of last year making it 
the most successful season the team has had. 

Mr. Anderson, the boys basketball coach,  seems 
very pleased with what he has seen so far and 
is optimistic about this year’s roster. He said 
“I think we have a lot of depth. We have a lot 
of players that understand the game and what 
to do.” The current BSGE basketball team now 
fields 16 players, of whom 10 are seniors, which 
explains why the team is stronger this year.

Mr. Anderson has already seen the strengths 
of the team during the practices held so far. As 
Mr. Anderson says “Although we are a small 
team, I think that we are really quick. I think 
we have a lot of kids that are placed and know 
what to do. We have a good sense what a team 
should be like and we have a good team chem-
istry.” Since most of the players are experi-
enced seniors, they already work well together 
and have a good base for building team skills.

While the team has strengths, it needs to get bet-

ter in many aspects. Mr. Anderson has noticed 
flaws already, and notes that team needs need 
to address these. Regarding the lack of consis-
tency, he said, “I think we have to be consistent 
with effort and the strategies we make.” This has 
certainly been true of our past record, which 
has seen the performances of the players vary.

The team has had blowout games and close 
games. We have to try to make sure that we 
have the same level of play or be even better. If 
we don’t stay consistent, it’s hard to establish a 
predictable winning profile. Also, the while the 
ten seniors have a lot of experience on playing 
ball, it raises the questions of the roster for next 
year. After this year, those ten experienced play-
ers will leave a larger gap to fill. The team next 
year will have to fall back mostly on new play-
ers who have yet to establish good team skills 
and will need to learn Mr. Anderson’s plays. 

As for basketball plans, there are not going to 
be any major changes from previous years. 

Promising Season for 
BSGE Boys 
Basketball Begins

STEVE GURUNG ‘18

*** Continued on Page 8

Schedule for BSGE Clubs
Mondays: 
- Helping Hands @2:15 in Room 203

Tuesdays:
- Peer Tutoring @2:20 in the Library
- Ceramics Club @ 2:20 in the Art Room

Wednesdays:
- The Bacc Rag @ 2:20 in Room 304
- DECA Business Club @ 2:15 in Room 400
- Dramatic Arts Club @ 2:20 in Library
- French Club @ 3:00 in Room 205
- Middle School Math Club @2:20 in 416
- Model UN @ 2:15 in Room 303
- Mouse Squad @ 2:15 in Room 402
- Origami Club @2:15 in Conference Room
- Zumba @ 2:20 in Room 214
- Peer Tutoring @2:20 in Library

Thursdays:
- Yearbook @2:20 in Room 416
- Knitting Club @2:15 in the Library
- Film Club @2:30 in Room 410
- Orchestra@ 2”15 in Room 409
- High School Math Club @2:10 in Room 400
- Yoga Club @2:15 in Room 214
- Peer Tutoring @2:20 in Library
- Mouse Squad @2:15 in Room 402

Fridays:
- Senior Council @2:20 in the Cafeteria 
- Junior Council @2:20 in Room 300

Holiday Presents & 
Things To Do!

DECA Business Club

#BlackLivesMatter
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College Related Tensions for 
Seniors Across New York City

LYDIA STETSON ‘15

During the Fall Semester, high school seniors 
around the country, and quite possibly the 
world, undergo a shift in moods within their 
graduating class. The cheerful and open envi-
ronment that they once held with their peers 
from 9th to 11th grade has now disappeared 
with the appearance of the looming college 
application process. At least, that is what most 
high school seniors go through – except at BSGE.

When asked about their thoughts on the cur-
rent level of tension within the Class of 2015, 
most BSGE seniors felt that there was an ab-
sence of said tension. Max Fischman ’15 com-
mented, “Our grade is so close to the point that 
we are really supporting one another in the 
college process rather than trying to gain an 
upper hand.” Another senior, Marcos Delgado 
’15, agreed, saying, “I feel like most BSGE stu-
dents I know are actually encouraging of one 
another when it comes to the college process.”

This supportive feeling throughout the senior 
class is quite unique, especially when it comes 
to other New York City high schools. Former 
BSGE student and now Bronx Science senior 
Andrew Piliero explained the current negative 
interactions between seniors in his high school.

He said, “I find that Bronx Science students are 
usually embarrassed to talk about what col-
leges they are applying to, especially around 
people who are generally better students than 
they are.” Piliero added, “People are also very 
self-conscious about applying to anything that 
isn’t top-tier, even if  it is still a good school.”

Another student who preferred to remain 
anonymous agreed with Piliero, describing the 
level of tension within her school, the infamous 
Townsend Harris High School, located in Queens.

She feels that Townsend Harris students are 
extremely reluctant to tell other students 
about which colleges they are applying to, ex-
plaining, “For a lot of students, when they 
really want to gain acceptance to a specific 

school, they refrain from talking about it to 
not give other students the idea of apply-
ing to that same school.” She continued, “It 
would just further increase competition.”

Some seniors believe these are not issues with-
in BSGE’s Class of 2015, such as senior Steven 
Becker ’15. He elaborated, “I know how some-
times there is tension in other schools because 
people don’t want others applying to the same 
schools as them. But that hasn’t been the case 
here.” Becker added, “Perhaps not having GPAs 
and class rankings has contributed to that.”

However, other seniors feel that despite the sig-
nificantly lower amount of tension in BSGE, 
there are still some underlying problems. Brad-
ley Stewart 15’ noted, “There are a few people 
that continuously express their accomplish-
ments in ways that put down other seniors. 
This is usually done through social network-
ing and or common conversation about what 
colleges different students are applying to.”

Joleyne Herrera ‘15 also added to this, saying, 
“I’m pretty sure some people have held back 
from talking about their prospective college 
list because kids in our school can be competi-
tive.” She gave an example, saying, “Of course 
they [BSGE seniors] won’t bring up their rejec-
tion from Princeton if  it makes them look bad.”

But overall the BSGE college pro-
cess has seemed to be more of a bond-
ing experience than the cutthroat com-
petition that media often portrays it to be.

Nick Anastasio ’15 summed it up, explain-
ing, “At the end of the day, going through all 
these college visits and writing our supple-
ments and waiting on endless lines for Pe-
ter Wilson has been a chance for us [the 
Class of 2015] to grow a little closer.”

He added, “BSGE is definitely a school in which 
students want to help one another rather than 
hinder. And that is something pretty special.”

The 
answers to 
the December 
Word Search 
can be found 
on page 8 of 
this issue!

Word Search 
Credits: Mur-
taza Ali ‘20 -

CORRECTION: 

In our last issue 
(November 2014), 
The Giver review 
article was written 
by Yue Zhuo, not 
Ergisa Xhuevli. 
Sorry Yue! 
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Bullying at BSGE
ALLEN WANG ‘20

We should all know 
that bullying is in fact 
a problem in our so-

ciety, and it is even 
more evident in places 
with greater amounts 
of people living there. 
Bullying affects many 
things in one’s every-

day life, so it is espe-
cially important to 
have bullying under 
control. Not only are 
you subject to physi-
cal bullying, but also 
you are mental and 
emotional bullying.
A lot of people may 
or may not have ex-
perienced bullying di-
rectly, however it is a 
very important issue. 
Interestingly enough, a 
recent study came out 
to show that nearly one 
in every five kids in 
New York City public 
high-schools has been 
a victim of bullying. As 
surprising as that may 
sound, the problem of 
bullying does not seem 
to be too widespread 
in BSGE. Or is it?

As agreed by most 
sources, bullying can 
be classified as un-
wanted, aggressive, 
repeated behavior 
among people. These 
interactions usually 
involve power imbal-
ance. This may seem as 
a rare sighting in BSGE, 
however many times, 
victims of bullying will 
stay silent because of 
their feeling of isola-
tion and helplessness.

Some students feel like 
as if  there isn’t any-
thing extensive and 
ongoing in terms of 
bullying between BSGE 
students, therefore 
making bullying a mi-

nor issue. Alexis F. ‘19 
commented that she 
“definitely thinks that 

people [in BSGE] get in 
arguments, in real life 
and on social media, 
however nobody is silly 
enough to bully oth-
ers,” and that “Yes, I’ll 

get into 
conflicts 
once in a 
while, but 
you can’t 
call that 
bullying.”

On the 
o t h e r 
h a n d , 
some stu-
dents do 
b e l i e v e 
that there 

are cases of bully-
ing, and that others 
are just ignorant of 
it. Another BSGE stu-
dent who wanted to 
remain anonymous 

throughout the inter-
view defined bully-
ing as “when a person 
uses their power upon 
someone to harm or 
intimidate those who 
are weaker, whether it 
be physically or verbal-
ly.” She added, “I think 
that there is [bullying] 
because with my own 
and the dictionary’s 
definition of bullying, 
there are a lot of ex-
amples within BSGE.”

The anonymous stu-
dent continued, “In my 
grade and probably 
every other grade in 
BSGE, people talk about 
others behind their 
backs and that makes 
the person have a bad 
reputation around the 
grade and even the 
school, which I be-

lieve is a form of bul-
lying. It kind of sucks, 
actually, not know-

ing if  your ‘friend’ is 
really your friend.”

This student then ex-
plained that “I’ve seen 
so many forms of 
bullying and friend-
ships being broken 
just because a per-
son decides one day 
to dislike their friend, 
and it’s kind of sad.”

Both students agreed 
that the correct way 
to deal with these 
situations is to leave 
it alone, and tell an 
adult about it as soon 
as possible, no matter 
how largely you see 
bullying as an issue.

Furthermore, if  you 
bring this into the eyes 
of an administrator, 
the concept and ideas 
derived from bully-
ing are pretty similar. 
BSGE’s guidance coun-
selor, Mr. Timothy Da-
vid-Lang, stated that 
“I do think that there 
is bullying, which is 
often just comes from 
the kind of relation-
ships people have with 
each other in general 
and the certain cir-
cumstances they face.”

He then added that 
within BSGE, the adults 
“create an environ-
ment where students 
can really talk to adults 
about what’s going 
on, not just academi-
cally, but personally.” 
Mr. David-Lang added, 
“Since a school should 
be a place where chil-
dren feel safe, and 
adults are looking out 
for children, kids and 
adults should be ex-
pected to relate to each 
other as people.” He 
also advises victims of 
bullying to seek help 
from teachers and 
counselors, if  need be.

Overall, bullying is 
a big issue in many 
schools worldwide, 
so it is important that 
we keep it away from 
the BSGE community 
as much as possible.

“In my grade 
and prob-
ably every 
other grade 
in BSGE, 
people talk 
about others 
behind their 
backs”

Making Money: The 
DECA Business Club

JUSTIN HAMLIN ‘‘17

Every year at BSGE, 
there are many new 
clubs, and this year 
is no exception. One 
such club is the BBC 
business club, which 
is a nationwide pro-
gram that BSGE is 
trying to register as a 
high school chapter 
for. The point of DECA 
is to raise money for 
the school thorough 
various school-based 
enterprises (SBEs). In 
our case, the DECA 
club is trying to join 
the larger DECA com-
munity by creating a 
school store, which 
would sell things like 
food, school supplies, 
and school spirit prod-
ucts such as shirts and 
sweaters with the BSGE 
logo. In addition, they 
are planning to create 
their own website, and 

are offering to be hired 
by other clubs for ser-
vices such as design-
ing posters to adver-
tise. The club plans to 
raise $2,000 or more 
by June. Although Ms. 
Johnson’s approval 
is needed for almost 
anything they plan to 
do, such approval will 
not be difficult to get.

The mission statement 
of the BSGE DECA club 
is “The BSGE SBE will 
raise funds for BSGE 
through acting as a 
distributor and service 
provider for a BSGE 
affiliated audience.” 
They meet on Wednes-
days immediately after 
school in room 400. 
The club was started 
and is led by Carolyn 
Wang ’16, though it 
contains members of 

many different grades, 
with a total of 24 stu-
dents. Some school 
DECA groups compete 
with others, but ours 
does not plan on doing 
that. The reason for 
this is that most of the 
schools that do com-
pete have a business 
course, while current-
ly BSGE has no such 
thing. Most students 
who are in the club 
would like a course 
like that, however. 
For instance, Angelica 
Benares ’16 said she 
really likes the busi-
ness atmosphere and 
is “really interested in 
creating a successful 
SBE.” Perhaps in future 
years a business teach-
er can be found, but it 
is unlikely that it will 
happen anytime soon.

Juniors Visit the Fisher 
Landau Center for Art 

MAYA JUMAN ‘16

On Thursday, Decem-
ber 11th, BSGE juniors 
visited the nearby 
Fisher Landau Center 
for Art on an interdis-
ciplinary field trip for 
both Visual Art and 
English. The Center is 
located on 30th Street
and 38th Avenue in 

Long Island City, and 
houses a collection of 
contemporary Ameri-
can art. The 11th grad-
ers walked over after 
lunch to see works by 
modern artists Barbara 
Kruger, Glenn Ligon, 
Jenny Holzer and oth-
ers. Many of the art-
works challenged the 
students’ definition of 
art and abandoned any 
normal traditions  - us-
ing bold, strong words 
and messages rather 

than aesthetic qualities 
to impact the viewer.

Students were asked to 
analyze the artworks 
they saw both from an 
artistic point of view 
and from a literary 
point of view. They 
connected the pieces 
they saw to short stories 
and novels they have 
read recently in Eng-
lish class. “After talk-
ing to Ms. You about 
a specific artwork by 
Jenny Holzer, I real-
ized that artworks can 
be analyzed like nov-
els and have similar 
themes and ideas,” 
Chaimaa Riad ‘16 said. 
“The trip made me re-
alize that there are 
many different types of 
art and made me more 
open-minded about 
art in general.” Others 
were surprised to find 
connections between 
the art they saw and 
brand advertising. “I 
enjoyed the trip because 
I got to see the origi-

nal artwork by Bar-
bara Kruger (“Pledge”) 
that the brand Su-
preme was influenced 
by in their logo,” Jus-
tin Moy ‘16 explained.

Students and teachers 
alike agreed the trip 
was a success. “I wanted 
the students to see how 
contemporary artists 
have been influenced 
by other artists before 
them,” Ms. Schwarz 
said. “Each year, we try 
to plan an interdisci-
plinary trip with Ms. 
You.” She added that 
there are a few exhibits 
she and Mr. Sheridan 
hope to take the juniors 
to during the spring se-
mester. As for the ex-
perience of discussing 
artwork in a museum 
setting where pieces 
can be seen at their 
full scale, Ms. Schwarz 
said that she wishes 
she could “teach every 
class in an art exhibit.”

Photo credit: Alejandra 
Ruiz  ‘16
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A Stress - Free Guide for Holiday Presents!
SAMANTHA VINOYA ‘18

It’s that time of year again. Every store and house is cov-
ered in Christmas lights and the smell of Christmas trees 
fills the air. The majority of BSGE students cannot wait 
to get a break from the schoolwork, but just because we 
aren’t stressing over homework doesn’t mean we aren’t 
stressing at all. Christmas means spending time with fam-
ily, celebrating and relaxing, but it also means buying 
presents. Many kids stress over what to get their friends. 
Some people forget  to even buy presents for some of 
their friends. Luckily, you have this article. This article 
is jam-packed with bunches of ideas for presents based 
on what kind of a person you are exchanging gifts with. 

First up, we have the photo geeks. Recently, taking 
artsy photos and taking pictures that are Instagram-
worthy has been very popular. Pretty much any-
one can call themselves a photographer if  they have 
a smartphone, but there are actually people out there 
who want to be professional photographers. Many 
people also have photography as their main hobby.

‘

If  your friend is a photo geek, then two gifts to consider are 
Jelly Lenses, and the Photo FX Kit. Jelly Lenses are super fun 
and are perfect for the on-the-go iPhone photographer. 
Jelly Lenses are little lens that you can easily attach to your 
iPhone camera to give your pictures a fun filter. To attach 
A Jelly Lens to your iPhone camera, just stick it on to the 
camera lens with the built in re-usable gummy ring adhe-
sive. Each Jelly Lens is about $8. There are 12 different types 
of Jelly Lenses, giving you a wide variety to choose from.

If your friend uses a regular camera more than their 
iPhone camera, then you should consider getting them 
the Photo FX Kit. Buying presents for your photo geek 
best friend is hard, but with this kit, it’s as easy as tak-
ing a selfie. This kit contains the perfect tools for an 
experimental photographer, such as colored flour, 
glass prisms, and LED lights. This kit is a bit more on 
the expensive side, costing $25, but it is definitely-

worth it if  your friend’s true passion is photography.

The next category is the fangirls and boys. Fandom fol-
lowers of bands and singers definitely want band/
singer merchandise. The best gift ideas include get-
ting them a t-shirt, rubber bracelet, or any band mer-
chandise that you can find. Sometimes band mer-
chandise can get a bit pricey, but if  you’re lucky, you 
could even get your friend tickets to see their favorite 
band/singer. Bands that aren’t that famous yet usually 
have really cheap tickets that range around $20-$30.

If  your friend fangirls more over TV Shows, then the best 
place to go is Hot Topic. Hot Topic has lots of merchan-
dise for all the new popular shows such as Supernatu-
ral, Doctor Who, and yes, My Little Pony. Merchandise 
at Hot Topic includes posters, shirts, jewelry, and pins.

Last, but not least, are the YouTube fangirls. Many dif-

ferent YouTubers have become extremely famous this 
year. Lots of YouTubers have their own online stores, 
so getting merchandise related to them isn’t that hard. 
Lots of the stores are having sales or are giving away 
discounts because of the holiday season, so right 
now might be the best time to buy that merchandise!

The third type of person is the hipster. The hipster always 
wants the trending items that everyone has, but why not 
get them something that’s trending, yet unique? Two really 
good gift ideas are the hashtag necklace and the Instagram 

necklace. These necklaces are laser-cut acrylics of com-
mon hashtags such as #selfie and #nofilter. They also have 
the little Instagram “like” notification box- on a necklace!

The next idea is the Lokai Bracelet. The Lokai Bracelet is 
a bracelet infused with mud from the Dead Sea and wa-
ter from Mount Everest. Why are these places signifi-

cant? Because the Dead Sea and Mount Everest are the 
highest and lowest points on Earth. The Lokai Bracelet 
is a really simple yet unique bracelet that anyone would 
enjoy. At $18, the Lokai Bracelet is a fairly good gift and 
its something that can be very meaningful to your friend.

Another really cute trendy gift option is the ombre nail 
polish set. Currently only $4.20 on fancy.com, the ombre 
nail polish set contains five bottles of nail polish, each a 
shade lighter or darker than the one before it. Using this 
set, your friend could get the perfect ombre manicure and 
pedicure to match their billions of other ombre accessories.

Now comes the sports fanatics/athletics. These people 

love sports and just being active in general. Buying pres-
ents for a friend who is a sports fanatic can be pretty 
difficult because lots of sports-related gifts can get ex-
pensive. Well have no fear; the Christmas Gift Guide 
is here. One interesting gift is the Ball-Themed Note-
pad. This notepad is a regular notepad, but the back of 
each page is a design of a sports object such as a bas-
ketball or soccer ball. So when you crumple the paper 
up, it looks like the actual ball. Now your friends could 
play basketball with their failed homework assignments!

The next gift is more for the Penny Boarders. For those 
of you that don’t know, a Penny Board is a lightweight, 
yet sturdy plastic skateboard. A really helpful and decora-
tive gift for a Penny Boarder is grip tape. Grip tape allows 
the skater’s shoes to grip onto the actual skateboards so 
they don’t just slide off. The grip tape for Penny Boards 
come in different colors and prints, so you can choose 
one that you think your friend would like. The grip tape 
is about $9, so it’s a great gift that isn’t too expensive.

Another gift is the marshmallow mug at $24. The 
marshmallow mug has a little basketball hoop attached 
to it that is slightly larger than the size of a marsh-
mallow. You can test your friend’s basketball skills 
by throwing marshmallows into your hot chocolate.

Last but not least, come the nerds and geeks. Every sin-
gle student at BSGE is a nerd, but there are some who 
are even nerdier and geekier than the rest. One really 

adorable gift for a nerdy or geeky friend is Canned Uni-
corn Meat. It comes in a can, but don’t worry, you’re not 
going to open it and find some mysterious soggy-look-
ing flesh. But rather, you’ll find an adorable stuffed 
toy unicorn that is dismembered. Sounds odd, but the 
Canned Unicorn Meat is great for any kooky friend. 

So whether your friend is a hipster or a photo geek, the 
gifts you should get your friends should have mean-
ing. These gifts are just some examples of cute, unique 
gifts to get for your friends if you’re stuck and unsure of 
how to deal with Christmas presents this year. Hope-
fully, this gift guide helps you and that you can get 
your friends wonderful gifts that they’ll love and enjoy.

Jelly-Lenses ($8 Each) from Amazon.com

Photo FX Kit, $25 at the PhotoJojo Store

Instagram and Hashtag Necklaces from Urban Outfitters 
and PhotoJoJo Store.

Lokai Bracelet - $18 from Etsy.com or mylokai.com

Perfect Ombre Manicure Set from fancy.com

Sports & Ball-Themed NotePads 

Canned Unicorn Meat Toy - Urban Outfitters 
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Happy Holidays 
From The Bacc Rag! 
 Five Things To Do This Holiday Break

Winter break is an amazing time to unwind, celebrate the holidays, and bond with family members. This is especially vital for us as BSGE students. 
Here are some suggestions for great things to do over the break:

1.) Netflix 
Binge watch TV shows: We all know we want 
to catch up on the latest season of Supernatu-
ral or start watching a new anime so when 

is a better time to do it than over a week of 
pure relaxation! So curl up with your lap-
top and a cozy cup of cocoa and get started!

4.) Ice Skating
Go Ice skating: Although you may look like 
a giraffe on ice, it will still be lots of fun for 
you and your friends. There are tons of rinks 
set up annually during the winter time so 
hurry before they all close for the season! 

2.)New Years 
Eve Ball Drop

Go to the Times Square ball drop: The New 
Year’s celebration is absolutely free and open 
for all to come. Its a great experience and can 
be a lot of fun for you and your whole group. 
Remember to bring sweaters, hats and a warm 
coat, for it is known to get cold there. Save your-
self a spot in the crowd earlier on in the day. 
People flock towards Times Square as early as 
the morning in order to get closer to the stage.

3.)Baked Treats 

Try baking: Christmastime is the best time to 
try to bake new delectable treats! Whether you 
try something new or use old family recipes it is 
sure to be a great experience.

5.)Visit the 
Rockefeller Tree
Visit The Rockefeller Christmas Tree: Even if  

you do not celebrate Christmas, this New York 
City monument is quite a sight. It is lit by thou-
sands of dazzling lights and its height will leave 
you breathless! There are also tons of nice 
restaurants  and shops around the plaza so 
feel free to make a day out of this experience.

Holiday Picks to Instant Netflix
To-Do-List Credit: Emma Keegan ‘18

1.)Love Actually 2.)Mickey’s Once 
Upon a Christmas

3.)The Muppet 
Christmas Carol

4.)Gossip Girl 
Season 1 Ep.11
“Roman Holiday”
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#BlackLivesMatter at BSGE
LYDIA STETSON ‘15

The Washington Post recently came out with poll 
results stating that “48% of adults approved of 
the decision not to indict the police officer who 
shot and killed an unarmed black teenager.” The 
poll referred to the fatal shooting of Michael 
Brown, an 18-year-old unarmed black male who 
was murdered on August 8th, 2014 in Fergu-
son, Missouri, a suburb of St. Louis. Brown was 
shot by 28-year-old police officer Darren Wil-
son, who was announced as not indicted by a St. 
Louis County grand jury on November 24, 2014.

The Ferguson jury decision caused much up-
roar across the country, including in the BSGE 
community (both student body and alumni). 
The Bacc Rag collected photos and videos of 
some of the ways members of the BSGE fam-
ily spoke out against the Ferguson decision.

Stephanie Pichardo ‘16, a current junior in 
BSGE, responded to the news in her recent illus-
tration. Pichardo showcased her opinion on the 
Ferguson decision through the drawing below, 
which she posted on multiple social media outlets.

Bradley Stewart ‘15, a BSGE senior, partici-

pated in the massive protest on November 25 
in reaction to the Ferguson grand jury deci-
sion. The protest spread across New York City,
which Stewart was able to cap-
ture in his Instagram videos.

Lenny Herrera ‘12, a BSGE alumni, used the 
power of words in a protest at his current school, 
Binghamton University. Herrera helped or-
ganize a “Walk-Out,” which various organiza-
tions and community members participated in.

Another BSGE alumnus, Karina Hurtado ‘06, 
who was a member of BSGE’s very first gradu-
ating class, helped organize and produce pro-
motional videos for the Ferguson protests in 
NYC. As executive producer of the Youth 
Channel at the Manhattan Neighborhood Net-
work’s El Barrio Firehouse Community Me-
dia Center, she helps younger producers get 
more involved in producing media on the Fer-
guson decision and other social justice issues. 

The Eric Garner Case: What exactly happened? 
Thousands of people participated in the Satur-
day, December 13th of “Millions March” that 
carried all throughout Manhattan and protested 
against the recent grand jury indictment reasons 
for both Michael Brown in Ferguson, Missouri 

and now Eric Garner in Staten Island, New York. 
The Eric Garner hit especially home to BSGE 
students because it was a crime occurring in the 
five boroughs we call our own. But many of us, 
although passionate about the issue, are slightly 

confused on what this is exactly 
about. Here is a rundown to help one 
understanding the Eric Garner case. 

Eric Garner, an unarmed black 
male, was selling untaxed ciga-
rettes – a petty crime – on a Stat-
en Island sidewalk. As a few po-
lice offers continued to question 
Garner with questions, and after 
Garner grew more and more agi-
tated, NYPD officer Daniel Pan-
taleo placed him in a chokehold. 

Garner died later, but the medi-

cal examiner ruled his death as a combination 
of homicide and a history of asthma and heart 
problems that became more prevalent from the 
use of force. The grand jury, which is different 
from a regular jury because it usually has a size 
of 23 people and decides on whether a case has 
enough evidence to go to trial rather than if  a 
person is guilty or not at a trial, decided that there 
was not enough evidence. They did have access 
to the video that went national of Garner’s death. 

For New York and the rest of the US, the fatal 
Eric Garner and Ferguson cases were very much 
related to the issues of police brutality and ra-
cial equality within our country. These recent 
protests like the one on Saturday, are aimed 
to put pressure on government officials to ad-
dress the situation and start making reforms 
on the police system through body cameras, 
incident reports, and stricter rules for cops. 
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 Class of 2014 Receives Record 
Number of 40 IB Diplomas

MR. LAKHANEY

BSGE’s class of 2014 received a school record 
40 IB diplomas. Of the 63 students who grad-
uated in 2014, 56 completed all of the IB re-
quirements and 40 received enough points to 
earn the IB diploma. 2014’s class also had the 
highest percentage of graduating seniors receive 
the diploma in BSGE’s history (see table below).

Ms. Jennifer Dikes, IB coordinator and 
12th grade history teacher, comment-
ed that it was “sheer awesome that they 
did so well. I’m really proud of them.”

Ms. Dikes added that what differentiated this 
group of students from past groups was their 
attitudes toward attaining the IB Diploma. “Al-
most all of the students understood that that’s 
what they’re supposed to do in this school. 
In the past not everyone bought into that.”

In addition to student attitudes and efforts, 

Ms. Dikes praised the work of the teachers at 
BSGE in helping students achieve the IB Di-
ploma. “What we’ve gained by having done 
this so long is that teachers can present  the 
material in a way that helps kids do the work.”

In order to receive the IB Diploma, a candidate 
must have met the various IB requirements. All 
students must complete a total of 150 hours of 
Creativity, Action, and Service. There are also 
several Internal Assessments (graded by BSGE 
teachers) that must be completed in order 
to sit for the specific IB exams for each class. 
Along with these prerequisites, students must 
also meet certain point distribution require-
ments on their IB exams and complete the Ex-
tended Essay and Theory of Knowledge Essay.

Below is a table of past performance of 
BSGE senior classes attaining the IB Diploma

Donate To Helping 
Hands’ Canned Food 
Drive

SAMANTHA VINOYA ‘18

From December 9th, 2014, to January 28th, 
2015, Helping Hands will be having their an-
nual Canned Food Drive. This year, for the 
very first time, both the Domestic Violence 
Committee and the NYC Poverty Commit-
tee are combining their efforts to collect cans 
for the NYC Food Bank. The NYC Food Bank 
provides food not only for families who can’t 
afford to buy food, but for domestic violence 
shelters, too. Many different items can be do-
nated to help support the Canned Food Drive: 
water, proteins, cereal, crackers, etc. Items can 
be donated as long as they aren’t expired or 
opened, or in a soft case, plastic bag, or glass 
container. To see the full list of items that you 
could donate, just consult any Helping Hands 
member or check out the fliers around the en-
tire building. After the drive is over, the num-
ber of cans that each advisory donated will 
be counted and the advisory that donated the 
largest number of cans will win a pizza party.

Congratulations to the BSGE orchestra 
on their recent performance!

Sleep. We need a lot of sleep. We all want sleep 
because we are all tired at the end of a long day. 
We all need sleep because we need the energy to 
go through a day of learning and work. However, 
do we all get sufficient amounts of sleep?

According to many sources, a person should re-
ceive about 8-9 hours of sleep to be able to get 
enough rest in order to fully restore their body for 
the next day, and fully become energized for what 
is to come. Additionally, the National Institute of 
Health states that in today’s fast-paced society the 
average person only sleeps about seven hours per 
night, which is below the 8 hour minimum.

Is this how much sleep kids in high demanding 
schools such as BSGE, whose bodies are very de-
pendent to sleep each and every day receive? Thir-
ty random seventh graders were surveyed, and ac-
cording to those results, 7th graders, for the most 
part, do not receive enough sleep.

Out of the thirty people surveyed, only eight peo-
ple thought that they did receive enough amounts 
of sleep in the school year so far. That’s right, only 
about 25% of the people surveyed thought they 
got enough sleep! These eight people all comment-
ed that they “did homework the second they got 
home, and did not stop from there.” Nonetheless, 

only 4 out of the 8 people got the advised eight or 
more hours of sleep.

More interestingly, from the other 22 people 
surveyed who claimed that they did not receive 
enough sleep, all but two people got below the 8 
hour sleep mark. Most kids blamed it on the fact 
that there is a lot of homework and studying each 
night, and that the teachers do not elaborate on the 
homework enough, leaving kids having to find out 
what to do for homework.

Jamie T. ’20 who is a seventh grader at BSGE said 
that, “homework keeps me up at 
night, and I’m not used to this in-
creased workload that the teachers 
present to us each day. There is much 
more schoolwork, and much more 
homework and studying to do every-
day when I get home.”

Additionally, Gina G. 20’ adds that, 
“The fact that we have A and B days 
annoys me a little, because the teach-
ers who see us every other day will 
assign more homework to us, expect-
ing that we will get it all done in time, 
and produce high quality work, when 
in reality I also have other things to 
do, and tests to study for. A loss of 
sleep leads to you not concentrating 
in class, which leads to you cramming 
to do things at home, and at school. 
The whole process is a large chain re-
action.”

“I hope I get better at this later on, when I get used 
to what is going on,” she then added.

All of this should show that even in 7th grade, 
which is deemed as the easiest and simplest year in 
BSGE, many people already do not receive the sug-
gested amount of sleep, and so we can just imagine 
what occurs in the higher grades, with the addi-
tional workload.

We all need our sleep, but the question that re-
mains is do you get enough sleep?

Seventh Grade 
Sleep Survey

ALLEN WANG ‘20

Photo credit: Abdel Berraha
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The IB Science Dilemma
MOSHAN GUO ‘17

During each year at BSGE, high school students 
are overwhelmed with school work and exams, 
leaving them almost no time to socialize with 
friends and family. On top of this, eleventh and 
twelfth graders enter the IB Diploma program, 
a rigorous educational program that trains stu-
dents to succeed in college and beyond. Near 
the end of the year, tenth grade students are 
asked to choose their science course for the IB 
program out of two choices: IB Biology or IB 
Chemistry. Students who are confident about 
which subject they like have a really easy time 
figuring out which one to pick, but for the ones 
who are undecided, the decision may turn out 
to be very hard. The subject they pick may im-
pact them not only at school, but also at the col-
lege they attend. Below are explanations of what 
students study once they enter IB Chemistry or 
IB Biology, which may help you to decide which 

course to pick when entering the IB program.

Ms. Mihalache explains: IB Chemistry and IB Bi-
ology are both part of the IB science component 
(Group 4) needed to receive the IB Diploma. 
BSGE offers a choice of Biology Standard Level 
(SL) and Chemistry SL. Students get to express 
their choice late in June and the ultimate deci-
sion is made by the science teacher in consulta-
tion with other subject teachers. Both courses 
require the same number of laboratory hours 
and this will include individual hands-on inves-
tigations. The same rubric is used for the labs. 
The courses also share a similar teaching sched-
ule, meeting one period each day during 11th 
grade, in order to complete the course before 
senior year, during which students will take no 
science. The IB external assessments are similar: 
3 exam papers administered over 2 days in May.

Biology (by Dr. Helfenbein) Chemistry (by Ms. Mihalache)

The IB Biology course focuses on both stu-
dents’ skills and their understanding of 
biological ideas. When it comes to skills, 
the students need to be able to show that 
they understand the scientific method by 
demonstrating their ability to design a lab 
and in doing so, show that they know what 
variables and pro-variables are, how to 
choose the right equipment when doing an 
experiment, and how to collect data. These 
skills are later used for the students to de-
sign and undergo their own experiments.

Students also need to be able to dem-
onstrate that they understand concepts 
in each of the 6 units: chemistry of life 
(biochemistry), cells, genetics, evolution, 
ecology and human physiology. Students 
who are able to do well in all of these 
parts will succeed in the course. Biol-
ogy requires not only memorization, but 
also to understand the concepts in order 
to memorize what we learn. Although 
it is a hard subject, over the years at 
BSGE, more and more students are im-
proving, which makes me very happy.

IB Chemistry is a subject that relies heavily on 
math skills learned throughout high school. 
While concepts are as important as they are 
in Biology, we focus less on memorization and 
prepare students to connect and apply these 
concepts in new contexts. The mark of a suc-
cessful chemistry student is one who can break 
down complex problems he/she might have 
never seen before into smaller steps by connect-
ing conceptual knowledge with mathematical 
techniques. Although chemistry is seen by many 
as a very difficult subject, the key to success is 
applying all the ATL (Approaches to Learning) 
skills learned in all other subjects. Really! Some 
more concrete advice to succeed in the class 
for future as well as current students would be:

- Repeating the information over a lon-
ger interval — say a few days or a week 
later, rather than in rapid succession.

- For the test, study for two study periods at 
least one to two days apart. For a Friday test, 
study on Monday and review on Thursday.

- Review before going to bed and then sleep 
in to let the brain process the information.

- Talk about it. Play “teacher” based 
on the information you have studied.

- Self-test and write down information on 
flashcards.

Boys Basketball 
Team (Continued)

Mr. Anderson pointed out that it’s also 
about allowing kids to develop as individu-
als, and having other sides to school be-
sides being a classroom learner. For instance, 
the team also learn how to solve problems 
on the basketball court. He sees his role as a 
coach to help the students in any way pos-
sible, while also training them to become bet-
ter athletes, both individually and as a team.

He said, “If  we have a small team, we have to 
run more and if  we’re a big team, we got to 
post more. So every year, its always changing.” 
This is the main reason why the basketball 
team’s strategy changes every year, because 
it depends on the students. This year, as we 
have a small team, we try to outrun our op-
ponents. The team also can stay in the perim-
eter, but it’s not a good idea to post up because 
the team doesn’t have the size and physicality.

Mr. Anderson is very confident with this year’s 
basketball team, and BSGE should be too. He 
thinks this year can be different from other 
years. When asked about how many games 
we can win this year, he replies “I think we 
can win every game. I mean I really don’t 
believe that we can’t win any game until we 
don’t win the game.” Mr. Anderson is very 
optimistic about this season, and hopefully 
we will win more games than the past years.

It is still early to tell what our season will 
look like but it is a pretty decent start. 
We can look forward to an exciting sea-
son if  we work harder and stay consistent.

So far, we had six games, of which BSGE 
has won two. A loss to Metropolitan Cam-
pus (78-31), a loss to Robert F. Wagner by 
(35-47). A win against Information Tech-
nology (84-71) and a win at Frank Sina-
tra (61-42). We then lost against Academy 
of American Studies by 6 points (43-49).  


