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Schedule for BSGE Clubs
Mondays: 
- Helping Hands @2:15 in Room 203

Tuesdays:
- Peer Tutoring @2:20 in the Library
- Ceramics Club @ 2:20 in the Art Room

Wednesdays:
- The Bacc Rag @ 2:20 in Room 304
- DECA Business Club @ 2:15 in Room 400
- Dramatic Arts Club @ 2:20 in Library
- French Club @ 3:00 in Room 205
- Middle School Math Club @2:20 in 416
- Model UN @ 2:15 in Room 303
- Mouse Squad @ 2:15 in Room 402
- Origami Club @2:15 in Conference Room
- Zumba @ 2:20 in Room 214
- Peer Tutoring @2:20 in Library

Thursdays:
- Yearbook @2:20 in Room 416
- Knitting Club @2:15 in the Library
- Film Club @2:30 in Room 410
- Orchestra@ 2”15 in Room 409
- High School Math Club @2:10 in Room 400
- Yoga Club @2:15 in Room 214
- Peer Tutoring @2:20 in Library
- Mouse Squad @2:15 in Room 402

Fridays:
- Senior Council @2:20 in the Cafeteria 
- Junior Council @2:20 in Room 300

Upcoming Events
February 16 - 20:
NO SCHOOL: Midwinter Break

February 28 @ 8 - 10 AM:
Flapjack Fundraiser for BSGE’s Lady Sting 
Softball Team 

February 28 @ All Day
IB English Oral Exams for Seniors

March 20 @ 6 pm
French Club & Senior Council’s Mardi Gras 
Party! 

March 26-27
Parent Teacher Conferences

BSGE’s Most 
Successful Basket-
Ball Season Yet

LYDIA STETSON ‘15 & MAYA JUMAN ‘16

BSGE’s 2014-15 basketball season was con-
cluded during the first week of February, 
with the girls’ last game on the 5th and the 
boys last game on the 6th. It was an excit-
ing season to say the least, with the girls fin-
ishing with 6 wins to 11 losses and the boys 
with 6 wins to 12 losses. Both teams per-
formed its very best in BSGE basketball history, 
in terms of total losses, wins and standings. 

The girl’s team, which has always performed 
quite well in the past, beat six different teams 
this year (Wagner, Aviation, American Studies, 
Frank Sinatra, High School for 
Construction and Metropoli-
tan Campus), which contrast-
ed with the boys who although 
won six games as well, only 
beat four different schools 
(Frank Sinatra, Cambria 
Heights Academy, Informa-
tion Technology High School 
and Academy for Careers in 
Television and Film) because 
they beat Frank Sinatra and 
Academy for Careers twice. 

Throughout the season, the ladies 
showed an immense amount of 
skill and effort both on and off the 
court. Jamie Carroll ’16, who came 
out with a 6.909 PGP (a technique 
designed to measure a player’s over-
all contribution to a team’s victory) 
and a free throw percentage of 50, 
explained her immense satisfac-
tion with the team’s performance. 

“I’ve been on the basketball team 
since my freshmen year and I don’t 
think the team has ever had as much 
chemistry and talent as we did this 
season. I must admit, we got off to 
a rocky start, but it was amazing 

how by the end of the season we were beating 
some of the best teams in our division. I hope 
that next year we can try to practice a little 
more and possibly get off to a smoother start.”

Carroll continued, “Mr.Potter is also an amaz-
ing coach. I couldn’t imagine where the team 
would be without him. The girls on this team 
have great heart for the game. I’ve never been on 
a team where I’m surrounded by girls who don’t 

Photo Credit: Jamie Carroll 

Photo Credit: Samantha Calpo

Article continued on Page 12
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Patriots or 
Deflatriots?

GARETT TAUB ‘18

In the final game before Super Bowl XLIX, 
the AFC (American Football Conference) 
championship matchup consisted of the In-
dianapolis Colts and the New England Pa-
triots. The veteran duo of quarterback Tom 
Brady and coach Bill Belichick were well-
prepared to face rising star quarterback 
Matthew Stafford and coach Chuck Paga-
no after coming off a strong 12-4 season. 

Most NFL analysts and sports fanatics knew 
that the Patriots had more experience and 
that they would most likely win and head to 
the biggest game of the year. After D’Qwell 
Jackson of the Indianapolis Colts intercepted 
one of Tom Brady’s passes, he gave the ball 
to the Colts’ equipment manager. The equip-
ment manager of the Colts noticed that there 
was a large difference in the balls that he pre-
pared and the ball that Jackson had given him. 

The ball seemed to have been deflated, and 
was then given to the referees officiating the 
game. If  the ball was deflated it would be eas-
ier to catch in the rainy weather, giving the 
Patriots’ offense an unfair advantage over the 
Colts’. The game finished with a score of 45-7, 
and the Patriots moved on to the Super Bowl. 
Even though the game was finished, the NFL 
decided to investigate the situation further. 
After a large investigation, the NFL concluded 
that 11 of the 12 balls on the Patriots side-
lines were deflated, proving that the Patriots 
had an advantage over the Colts in the game. 

According to the Huffington Post, after re-
searching the case, the National Football 
League is close to proving that a Patriot’s 
locker room attendant was responsible for 
the deflation. As evidence for this claim, the 
heads of the NFL reportedly said that an at-
tendant in the Patriots locker room was re-
corded taking the bags of footballs into a 
room for approximately one minute. Af-
ter more investigation, the NFL announced 
that only 1 of the 12 balls was seriously de-
flated, and “most of the deflated footballs 
were just a “few ticks” under the 12.5 re-
quired amount,” according to Yahoo Sports. 

The fate of this scandal remains undecid-
ed and the consequence, if  there is a pen-
alty, will be announced in the near future.

Tom Brady addresses deflated football 
claims before the Super Bowl. 
Photo Credit: US Magazine

BSGE’s Peer 
Tutoring 

JUSTIN HAMLIN ‘17

For the past two years, BSGE has had a peer 
tutoring program, where students seeking 
help in any subject can find an upperclass-
man willing to explain it to them. A lot of 
students were asking for individual help 
that their teachers could not provide dur-
ing 8th period, so guidance counselor Tim 
David-Lang asked a few older students if  
they would be willing to help. According to 
Tim, the idea of “students helping students 
with schoolwork” was incredibly popular.

There are two methods for tutors and tu-
tees to meet. If  someone who wants help 
goes to the library on a Tuesday, Wednes-
day, or Thursday between the end of school 
and 4:00 pm, he will probably be able to 
find at least one tutor willing to help, such 
as Michael Lembert ’17 or Nikhil Kumar 
’18. Unfortunately, most students are ei-
ther unaware that this option exists or re-
fuse to use it. This leads to most of the tu-
tors’ time spent waiting for someone to 
arrive asking for help. When asked what he 
would say to convince people to show up, 
Michael replied, “You may not want to ad-
mit it, but we can help you help yourself.” 
Even though there is much more waiting 
than tutoring for them, Michael and Nikhil 
have no plans to give up. Nikhil explained, 
“I feel like I’m obligated to help other people 
out because even if  I couldn’t get the help, 
they deserve it.” If  you need a one-time ex-
planation on a topic you don’t understand, 
try finding a tutor in the library to explain.
The other 
method is 
more useful 
for someone 
who needs re-
peated help 
in a subject. 
Tutors can 
be matched 
with either a 
single tutee 
or a group, of 
their grade or 
any young-
er grade. Usually a group has two or three 
people, though one-on-one tutoring exists as 
well. Emily Costa ’17, a tutor for Claire Berg-
erson ’17 and Alice Pinho ’17, described why 
she joined. “It’s really important that people 
perform their best in their classes, and if I 
can help someone do that, why wouldn’t I 
want to?” Claire and Alice both agree that 
the tutoring has been very helpful for both 
of them, and would highly recommend it 
to anybody who needs help in any class.

Some people might be embarrassed to ask 
for help from peer tutors. However, there is 
really nothing to be embarrassed about. No-
body is strong in all subjects, and if this pro-
gram is what you need to fully understand 
the material, then that makes it worth it.

“Even if I 
couldn’t get 
the help, 
they deserve 
it.”
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Study on 
Drugs & En-
ergy Drinks: 
“It’s Not 
Healthy But 
It’s Helpful”

CAMILLA KHAN ‘18

The workload at schools such as BSGE can get 
quite heavy. Students go to school and work 
all day, come home, start homework, and 
often finish just in time to get a few hours 
of sleep. There is almost no time to spend 
it with friends or any other after school ac-
tivity. The more years that pass, the more 
work there is and the less sleep students 
get. Staying up late at night to finish all the 
homework assigned can be a struggle for 
some. Thus, it is common for high school-
ers and college students to seek ways to 
keep themselves awake through the night

.Caffeine, energy drinks, and even drugs are 
frequently consumed by students to keep 
themselves up for hours. These substances, 
though seemingly helpful, can be extremely 
dangerous. An anonymous BSGE student 
says, “Even though I don’t like admitting it, 
I do things to keep me up later. I only use en-
ergy drinks but I would be willing to use other 
ways. I know it’s not healthy, but its helpful.”  
Some of the common energy drinks are Five 
Hour Energy, Monster and Red Bull. These 
are available in almost every convenience 
store and are easy to get a hand on. Although 
these drinks don’t seem very harmful, NBC 
reported otherwise. After only consuming 
two cans of Monster, fourteen-year-old Anais 
Fournier went into cardiac arrest. Six days 
later, she was pronounced dead. Though Anais 
had a known heart issue, drinking the ener-
gy drink may have driven her to her death.

The New York Times previously reported on 
this topic. The newspaper invited students to 
send them personal stories of abusing prescrip-
tion drugs for “academic advantage.” They re-
ceived over 200 submissions. The submissions 

displayed how ambitious and intelligent 
students often take certain drugs to help 
them perform well in school. Aware of the 
consequences, these students took them 
due to the pressure from school work. Al-
though the public views students that 
abuse these drugs as “bad kids,” the ma-
jority are actually responsible and smart 
kids that simply want to do well in school.

One drug that is commonly used by high 
schoolers is Adderall. Adderall is a drug 
that is commonly used to treat Narcolepsy 
and Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disor-
der (ADHD). Amphetamine and dextroam-
phetamine, the combination that creates the 
drug, are central nervous system stimulants 
that affect chemicals in the brain and nerves 
that contribute to hyperactivity and impulse 
control. This is what causes the student to 
stay up for long periods of time. It can be-
come a serious addiction, just like cocaine 
or heroine. ABC News dedicated an article to 
Kyle Craig, a student that ended his life af-
ter using this drug. The use of the drug be-
gan with simply using it to study for tests 
and then go to parties during the night. Soon 
enough, Craig began to take abnormally large 
amounts of the drug. At 21, it claimed his life.

There are a variety of legal drugs like Ad-
derall used by students in high school. Con-
certa, like Adderall, is a medication taken 
by people with ADHD. This drug does not 
have as strong of an effect but it is cheaper 
than Adderall. Similarly, it allows a person 
to be more awake, aware and concentrated.  
When a BSGE student, who prefers to remain 
anonymous, was asked about these types of 
drugs, he replied with the following: “In a 
school like BSGE, the state of constant sleep 
deprivation, stress over academics, and nev-
er-ending amounts of homework can really 
break a student down to the point where 
they no longer have the motivation to com-
plete work on their own. It really prompts 
the question of why not use study drugs?”

The student continued, “I do admit that I oc-
casionally use Con-
certa on nights when 
there’s a suffocat-
ing amount of work 
to do. But I would 
say that the per-
centage of students 
who use study drugs 
in BSGE is much 
lower compared to 
schools like Stuyves-
ant or Bronx Science 
in which the compe-
tition against peers 

is just cut-throat. In those kinds of atmo-
spheres, not using a study drug ends up be-
ing a disadvantage for mostly yourself.”

While consuming energy drinks may be con-
sidered a harmless activity and cannot be com-
pared to the risk of consuming drugs, both can 
end up being dangerous to one’s health. Instead 
of taking these supplements, students should 
seek ways to manage their school workload. 
One way to achieve this is by not procrasti-
nating and completing homework earlier. If 
time is still an issue, doing homework on the 
train, in advisory or during lunch is much bet-
ter than resorting to drugs or energy drinks.

Photo Credit: www.sikhnet.com
Many high school and college students will 
take drugs like Concerta or Adderall in order 
to earn high marks in school.  “they no 

longer have 
motivation 
to complete-
work on 
their own”

 The Buzz:
What’s your go 
-to after school 

snack?
COLLECTED BY: VIVIAN YAN ‘16

“Pizza if  I’m in a rush or volunteering, but 
if  I’m home I make myself a sandwich with 
toasted bread, almond butter, sliced banana 
and a drizzle of honey and I always have a 
cup of tea!“ - Izzy L. ‘16

“Kashi peanut butter granola bar. Or a 
banana.” - Mr. Stone

“Normally I crave sugar but I try to curb 
myself and eat healthier. I eat fruit and wa-
ter, but sometimes I’ll most certainly give in 
to chips.” - Tristan M. ‘17
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January 
Snowstorm: 
Expectations 
Failed
The blizzard of January 2015, anticipated to 
leave at least 2-3 feet of snow on New York 
City, has failed to meet the city’s expecta-
tions. The amount of caution taken prior to 
this snowstorm has been proven to be utterly 
futile. For the first time in its 110-year his-
tory, the subway system was shut down be-
cause of snow. Starting at 11 o’clock p.m., Jan. 
26, all non-emergency vehicles were banned 
from New York City streets. Persons violating 
this state order would be committing a mis-

demeanor punishable by fines up to $300. 

On Sunday, Jan. 25, Mayor Bill de Blasio de-
scribed the upcoming blizzard as potentially 
“the biggest snowstorm in the history of New 
York City.” Due to the heavily emphasized 
hazards of the blizzard, spread by weather 
forecasts and authorities, all schools in the city 
were closed on Tuesday, Jan. 27, the day the 
blizzard was expected to take place. Yet, despite 
all the efforts made by authorities and depart-
ments to keep New York City residents safe and 
protected from the snowstorm, this “historic” 
blizzard turned out to be only a common storm 
that brought less than a foot of snow to the city.

Why did what was expected to be a blizzard 
turn out to be just another typical snowfall? 
City-wide weather forecasts have been se-
verely criticized for their erroneous predic-
tions which caused a lot of trouble for New 
Yorkers prior to the snowstorm. Yet, forecast-
ers defended themselves by claiming that their 
predictions in reality were not so wrong: the 
storm largely spared the city, instead battering 
eastern Long Island and much of New Eng-
land, where Nantucket lost power and Scitu-
ate, Mass., flooded. These areas were covered 
with over 3 feet of snow. “In the big picture, 
this was not a bad forecast,” said Adam Sobel, 
an atmospheric scientist at Columbia Univer-

sity, who came to the forecasts’ defense. “But 
if  you sit in New York City, this was a bust.”

According to Reddit.com, it takes at least 12 
inches of snow for New York City schools to 
close for a snow day. Understandably, schools 
were closed on Tuesday, since a heavy blizzard 
was predicted to happen that could bring 2-3 
feet of snow to the ground. The majority of 
students were overjoyed when they heard the 
news announced at school the day before. “I 
was so excited I almost cried! I ran out of the 
room hearing joy and laughter throughout the 
halls. I was so happy to know that there would 
be a day off and that I’d be able to go out-
side with my friends and sled,” recalls Rum-
mana Amrin, ’17. The day off proved to be 
even more enjoyable when the city found out 
on Tuesday that the predicted blizzard was 
nothing more than a regular snowstorm. This 
year, students got lucky with a free day off.

But will we receive the same precaution-
ary treatment the next time a “blizzard” is 
predicted? “When I found out there was no 

school on Tues-
day, I was 
in part re-
lieved due 
to the fact 
that last 
year when 
it snowed 
heavily we 
did have 
school, so 
I felt like 
it was a 
good idea 
to take this 
precaution 
and can-
cel school,” 
said Alex-
andra Ra-
mos, ‘17. 
Last year in 

2014, shortly after taking office, Mayor de 
Blasio and school chancellor Carmen Farina 
faced heavy criticism from NYC residents for 
leaving schools open during a heavy storm. 
“Why the public school system is open today 
in these conditions is astounding. Putting the 
lives of teachers, administrators, and most im-
portantly, chil-
dren, in danger 
by telling them 
to travel in this 
weather (many 
roads are still 
unplowed) is 
incomprehen-
sible. Chancellor Farina and the DOE staff: 
you have some serious explaining to do,” said 
James Hong on the Department of Educa-
tion’s Facebook page, which had hundreds 
of negative comments, in February 2014.

Whether or not we will be experiencing 
more storms in the future, the current situ-
ation serves as a future warning for New 
Yorkers: we shouldn’t always overestimate 
or underestimate the level of impact that 
an upcoming storm could bring to us. Al-
though this “blizzard” was a failure com-
pared to our expectations and predictions in 
New York City, we shouldn’t assume that the 
next snowstorm will turn out the same way.

MOSHAN GUO ‘17

Photograph of Times Square during the January 27, 2015 Snow Blizzard
Photo Credits: https://farm9.staticflickr.com/

“Students got 
lucky with a 
free day off”

NYC’s Own 
“Purr-fect” 
Cat Cafe

EMMA KEEGAN ‘18

On December 15th 2014, Meow Parlor 
opened its doors for business. It is estab-
lished as New York City’s first permanent cat 
cafe, which is basically a coffee shop where 
people can be social, study or simply have a 
latte with the company of a bunch of cud-
dly cats. The very first cat cafe opened in 

Taiwan in 1998, but soon spread to Japan 
where it gained much popularity and public-
ity. Now, it has finally reached the Big Apple.

It was founded by Christina Ha and Emilie Le-
grand who partnered up with the organiza-
tion “Kitty Kind” who would supply the cats. 
All the cats that are featured in the cafe are 
available for adoption. The cats are available to 
roam free in the cafe, although they still have a 
room to rest in. Meow Parlor even offers pho-
to sessions with the fancy felines. People who 
have been to the cafe for pre-opening events 
say that it is a very comfortable environment.

The facility offers a full menu and thirty min-
utes of “kitty time” for $4, in which customers 
can play, pet and cuddle with these lovable cats. 
But unfortunately, those interested will have to 
wait. Meow Parlor is booked up until February.

 When told about this recent opening, BSGE 

students reacted positively. “It sounds like 
a really cool place to go. I love cats, and 
even have one of my own so I think that 
this would be a great thing to try out” says 
Portia V. ’18. Another BSGE student, Gina 
G. ’20 commented,“Please please please 
take me! I’d love to go!” This seems to be a 
very creative and fun attraction for tour-
ists and locals alike. Based on the recent 
popularity, it can be assumed that this 
paw-some cafe will be a long running hit!

Photo Credits (Above & Below): Daily News
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Teacher of the Month: Gretchen Schwarz
ERGISA XHUVELI ‘16

Where did you grow up?
My family moved around a lot, 
so I grew up in a couple of dif-
ferent places.  I was born in 
Pennsylvania.  I grew up in 
mostly small towns; Indiana, 
Tennessee, and Pennsylvania. But 
for high school my family moved 
to a bigger city, to Milwaukee.

Was it a big transition from 
living in a small town, 
to living in a bigger city?
It was, I actually went through 
a major culture shock.  City 
kids are a lot more savvy, and 
they have a sense of maturity 
that rural kids don’t have, so it 
was a big change for me.  But I 
ended up liking Milwaukee a 
lot, and I realized I like bigger 
cities better than small towns.

What type of student 
were you in high school?
I was a good student.  I was 
quiet, I don’t think I partici-
pated a lot during discussions.  
I preferred to develop ideas in 
my head, and I was a little shy.

When did you begin to discov-

er that you had a love for art?
I was pretty young, I was maybe 
around ten or eleven years old 
when I realized I liked to draw.  
And it was through regular 
school art classes that I decided 
that I liked it.  When my class-
mates came over and admired my 
drawings, or when my parents 
noticed that I was spending so 
much time with it, they put me in 
specialized art classes outside of 
school. And I went to art schools 
for both middle and high school.

When did you real-
ize that you were an artist?
When I was in high school I re-
alized that this was something I 
really wanted to do, and I knew 
I wanted to move to New York to 

go to art school.  The art world 
has been centered in New York 
for a long time, and the more I 
learned about artists and studied 
art history the more I wanted to 
come to New York.  I spent my 
entire senior year just daydream-
ing about what it would be like to 
live in New York and to go to art 
school.  I moved here after high 
school, and I went to the School 
of Visual Arts.  And when I got 
to art school I was disappointed, 
because I had envisioned this 
community of artists who felt 
as strongly about art as I did. 
Throughout my first semester it 
seemed like the school was full 
of only privileged rich kids who 
didn’t see the value of hard work.  
And I was very upset when my 
idea of the school didn’t match 
up to the reality, it actually was 
kind of a let down. But eventually 
I did find that group of people 
who loved art as much as I did.

When/how did you real-
ize that art was important?
My parents actually raised me, 
my sisters, and brother to value 
the arts. They raised us to value 
intellectual curiosity in all its 
different ways, and it was their 
support of the arts that helped 
me to realize its importance.

Do you think that ev-
eryone is an artist?
I’m going to get in trouble for 
this…no.  But I think everyone 
has the potential desire to be an 
artist!  But certainly when I stud-
ied art, and I learned about this in 
art school too, there are so many 
different ways to be an artist, not 
just the romantic stereotype of the 
artist in his studio with the beret 
and oval shaped palette. That’s 
only one way to be an artist. There 
are video artists, and installation 
artists, and photographers.  The 
more I’ve studied it, the more I 
realized that there are so many 
different ways to be an artist 
and different ways to explore art.

Is there a quality that separates 
people who are artists and peo-
ple who occasionally make art?
Yes, its about intention and de-
votion to what you want to do. I 
started out believing that I was go-
ing to be that real working artist, 
and I found out that life is actual-
ly really hard.  Its more than just 
making art, you have to promote 
yourself, and get your work seen 
in the larger art scene.  I spent sev-
eral years trying to do that, trying 
to get grants, but it’s hard to sup-
port yourself while also making 
art.  I believe it all comes down to 
intention, a lot of my artist friends 

have found ways to keep mak-
ing art while working jobs that 
satisfy them in a different way.

Do you still make art?
I do! I have to be honest, I spend 
a lot less time making art since I 
became a teacher.  But teaching 
gives me motivation and energy in 
a whole other way, that art doesn’t.  
I would say that I enjoy teaching 
art even more than making art.

What is your favorite art medium?
I really love oil painting, it takes 
a long time to dry so you can keep 
reworking it.  I like water color, 
clay, and pen and ink as well.

How do you find time to make 
art whilst also maintaining all of 
your responsibilities as a teacher?
It’s really hard but I just have 
to do it, it’s a necessity. I have to 
do it to be a better teacher too. 
By working with the same me-
diums as my students work in, 
I can experience the same prob-
lems with a medium as you do, 
and then I can better introduce 
new methods of problem solving.

What are the strengths and weak-
nesses of BSGE students as artists?
Your strengths are your dedica-
tion and discipline. I always see 
such hard work and this spirit of 
determination.  As far as things 
you could work on, I think chal-
lenging yourself to think out of 
the box. And that’s also the hard-
est part of making art.  Students 
that do this are always more en-
gaged in their work, and the fi-
nal piece is usually more complex 
and interesting than an artwork 
which seemed to just occur to you.

Have you been to any interest-
ing galleries and shows that 
you would like to recommend?
Last weekend I went to see the 
Egon Schiele exhibit of portrait 
paintings at the Neue Galerie, a 
German and Austrian museum.  
Egon Schiele uses color and line 
very expressively in a way that 
distort his portraits to make the 
art work all the more powerful.

We have come to the classic 
teacher of the month question: 
if you were stuck on a desert is-
land and you could only bring 
three things, and one BSGE 
teacher, what would you bring, 
who would you bring, and why?
I would bring a blank book and a 
pencil to write and draw about my 
experience.  And probably a knife 
for survival so I can defend myself 
or build something.  And the per-
son that I would bring… this is a 
really hard one… but I would prob-

ably bring Ms. Hunter. She’s really 
fun and she would keep me totally 
entertained, and hopefully help 
me survive on the desert island.

Do you have any pet peeves?
I do, I have a lot of pet peeves.  And 
I guess I’m going to expose them 
all right now.  I like for things 
to go back to where they belong, 
so when students don’t push their 
chairs in, that drives me crazy.  
Also during a discussion if there 
is any background noise, like pen 
clicking or something, it ends up 
being very disruptive.  Also that 
screeching sound chalk makes 
on a chalkboard bothers me.

Do you have any strange 
habits or quirks?
I’m sure that I do, but I’m hav-
ing trouble coming up with one.  
I have a friend who has a funny 
habit of pulling their eyebrow 
hairs when they’re thinking about 
things, it’s very funny and strange.

(A few days later she was 
able to remember a quirk.)

Texting!! I always end up tex-
ting people like thirteen times 
in a row without giving them 
a chance to respond; my sister 
pointed it out to me yesterday.

What is your favorite sound? 
Least favorite?
My favorite sound is children 
laughing. I remember traveling 
in Paris by myself, and walking 
around Paris and passing the 
playgrounds, hearing the children 
laughing.  There are great memo-
ries associated with that sound. 

A page of Ms. Schwarz’s artwork 
from her artist’s book.

Ms. Schwarz, on left, posing 
with visiting artist Catherine 
Tafur., on the right.
Photo Credits: Ashley Wang ‘

Interview with Ms. Schwarz 
continued on Page 7.
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Opinion: Je Ne Suis 
Pas Charlie

DALEELAH SALEH ‘19

If  you were to look up the phrase “Je Suis 
Charlie,” I am Charlie in French, you would 
find all types of products supporting the 
cause such as t-shirts, pins and caps. As with 
most political trends, many people don’t 
even really understand the true meaning be-
hind the phrase – they just like the idea of 
supporting a cause, which is understand-
able. After all, who doesn’t like solidarity?

When it’s blind solidarity, I don’t. I do not 
support the market that has sprung up from 
this tragedy, from this idea that the free-
dom of speech in France is being limited, and 
as a result, we have to fight for that right. 

There is a limit to just how far your freedom 

of speech extends. There is a fine line between 
hate speech and satire, and it could easily be ar-
gued that Charlie Hebdo crossed the line with 
their comics that poked fun at the Prophet 
Mohammed. Freedom of speech is a constitu-
tional right in France. But by not allowing 
French media to publish anything anti-semitic, 
France has created a bit of a double standard- 
one that makes them seem a bit hypocritical.

In 2009, 80-year-old Maurice Sinet, a politi-
cal cartoonist who was with Charlie Hebdo for 
20 years, was fired for publishing anti-semitic 
cartoons. No one said a word. No one tried to 
sell “Je Suis Sinet” products. Sinet ridiculed 
Israel, and he was shut down. Based on this, it 
can be seen that freedom of speech in France 
was already limited. People already had to cen-
sor themselves from publishing things about 
certain political views. How does it make 
sense, then, to fight for the freedom of speech 
to make fun of Islam? Either fight for the 
right for complete freedom of speech, or don’t 
bother trying to be a part of the cause at all.

People are already prejudiced towards Mus-
lims because of the countless terrorist attacks 
by Islamic extremists such as ISIS, along with 
the tragic 9/11 terrorist attacks which still hits 
home for many Americans. This makes it easy 
for them to feel like the right to ridicule Mus-
lims should be fought for – and to be fair, satire 
is completely okay. Even Muslims make fun of 
their own kind. So if people want to fight for a 
magazine’s right to make fun of everyone, they 
can go right on ahead. But it isn’t fair to tar-
get specific groups, such as Muslims and Arabs, 
while not being allowed to target others, such 
as Jews and other religious or cultural groups.

Speaking from a Muslim’s point of view, the 
reaction of the terrorists to go on and mur-

der 12 innocent people in order to avenge the 
Prophet Mohammed was way out of line. The 
Prophet himself used to be taunted and tortured 
all the time, and he never lay a hand on any-
one; instead he went for the peaceful approach.

There’s a story that my father always tells me; 
the Prophet was making a voyage, and people 
were pelting him with stones and rocks. The an-
gel of the mountains himself descended upon 
him and asked if  he wanted to close the moun-
tains in on all the villagers, and the Prophet sim-
ply replied, “Let them be.” And then he walked 
away, letting the villagers continue to stone him.

Because of this, you cannot possibly call the vi-
olent terrorists Muslims, when values of peace 
and tolerance are so embedded into the Mus-
lim religion. They are only Muslims by name; 
they do not actually understand or practice the 
message of the Prophet Mohammed. Unfortu-
nately, the vast majority of people do not know 
or realize this and are more than willing to just 
assume all Muslims share the same mindset as 
those of the terrorists, when this is not the case.

Additionally, as a Muslim it is upsetting to al-
ways see the majority of the Muslim popula-
tion apologizing for any terrorist attack that 
occurs, saying they “condemn it.” Obviously 
if  you have morals, you would be disapprov-
ing of the unjust murder of innocent people. 
The attack was not right, and it was definitely 
a tragedy not only for the families of victims, 
but also for their friends and any witnesses.

But the entire body of Muslims (actual prac-
ticing Muslims who understand the Prophet’s 
message) should not feel the need to apologize 
for any unfortunate event that takes place at 
the hands of someone claiming they are Mus-
lim, just to prove themselves as moralistic and 
peaceful people. But it should already be a given 
that not all Muslims are insane and homicidal.  
No one should have to prove anything. When 
the Sandy Hook Elementary School shooting 
occurred, no one mentioned how they “con-
demned the shooting.” No one felt the need to, 
because an entire group of people was not be-
ing attacked by the media. Only Adam Lanza, 
the murderer who was actually responsible 
for the shooting, was attacked by the media.

Some people feel that if  they don’t side with 
“Je Suis Charlie,” they are supporting the radi-
cal Islamists. However, this is not the case. In 
fact, it is even more damaging to claim that 
you are Charlie, because it creates an “us 
against them” state of mind; with “us” being 
the liberal progressive people and “them” be-
ing the Muslim extremists. This is dangerous, 
for it furthers many people’s Islamophobia.

To conclude, Je ne suis pas Charlie. I am not 
Charlie, or Ahmed, or any other person that 
people are referring to themselves as. I am my-
self. I believe that the terrorist attack in France 
was tragic and completely uncalled for. How-
ever, instead of taking the attack as an initiative 
to fight for “freedom of speech,” realize that 
the system is flawed, and try to do something 
about it. Make sure magazines and other forms 
of media are allowed to publish satire mak-
ing fun of whoever they want – but realize 
that there is a difference between free speech 
and harmless cartoons, and hate speech and 
derogatory content made specifically to of-
fend people. Hate speech is not free speech.

Four Realistic 
Fiction Book 
Recommendations

MOSHAN GUO ‘17

Photo Credits: www.labourlist.com

Title: Water for Elephants
Author: Sara Gruen

We are pulled into the bittersweet memories of 
ninety-something-year-old Jacob Jankowski, 
who recalls his life as a young man. During his 
final year at Princeton University, Jacob loses 
his parents to a car crash. Left destitute and 
penniless, he begins his journey as a wanderer. 
Tossed by fate onto a rickety train that was home 
to the Benzini Brothers Most Spectacular Show 
on Earth, he pursues his career as a circus vet 
and lives through passion, pain, anger and joy.

Title: The Secret Daughter
Author Shilpi Somaya Gowda

Somer’s life is everything that she could have 
ever imagined—she’s newly married and has 
started her career as a physician in San Fran-

cisco— un-
til she finds 
out that she 
will never be 
able to have 
children.The 
same year in 
India, a poor 
mother makes 
the heart-
b r e a k i n g 
choice to save 
her newborn 
d a u g h t e r ’ s 
life by giving 
her away to 

an orphanage. It is a decision that will haunt 
Kavita for the rest of her life, and cause a ripple 
effect that travels across the world and back 
again.Kavita’s newborn infant, Asha, is adopted 
by Somer’s family. Her existence binds the des-
tinies of Somer and Kavita together. We follow 
both families, invisibly connected until Asha’s 
journey of self-discovery leads her back to India.
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Dr.Helfenbein On 
Movies: Science 
Fiction of the 50s

DR. HELFENBEIN

Dr. Helfenbein is an avid film watcher (or, as 
some would say, cinephile) and will be writ-
ing a semi-regular column for the BACC 
Rag in which he recommends older mov-
ies students might be interested in watching. 

The first two decades of the sound era (the 

30s and 40s) saw few science fiction mov-
ies (notable exceptions being the serials Flash 
Gordon and Buck Rogers). Whether it was due 
to the atomic era and Cold War or just to the 
fact the time was right, the 1950s saw an ex-
plosion of science fiction on the big screen: 
space monsters, alien invaders, colliding 
planets, giant invertebrates, and mad scien-
tists all made it to the big time in the decade 
that gave us Fortran and rock ‘n’ roll. In this 
column I’ll deal with selections from the un-
friendly-visitors-from-outer-space subgenre.

The Thing From Another World (1951), direct-
ed by Christian Nyby, tells the tale of a group 
of scientists, military personnel and news re-
porters at a station in Antarctica. They find, 
buried beneath snow and ice, a space ship . 
. . and its lone occupant. The Thing is a clas-
sic of claustrophobic horror with most of 
the action between humans and bloodthirsty 
alien taking place in the confined quarters of 
the station, the exterior an inhospitable fro-
zen zone. This movie served up the UFO-ma-
nia rallying cry of “Watch the skies, every-
where! Keep looking. Keep watching the skies!”

A meteor streaks through the night sky and 
lands in the woods near an old man’s shack. He 
goes out to investigate; finding the meteorite, he 
pokes it with a stick till the meteorite breaks 
open to release a gelatinous creature that glides 

up the stick onto the old man’s hand . . . . So 
begins The Blob (Irvin S. Yeaworth Jr. 1958) a 
movie that is both a classic science fiction hor-
ror tale and an important entry into teen-flick 
subgenre. It is indeed a group of teenagers, 
led by future Hollywood superstar Steve Mc-
Queen, who alone know of the existence of the 
ravenous Blob; try as they might, they cannot 
convince the local authorities of the monster’s 
existence. Who believes teenagers anyway?

Much has been made of the fear-of-commu-
nist-take-over subtext of Don Siegel’s Invasion 
of the Body Snatchers (1956), but the direc-
tor himself has made the case for Invasion as 
a caution against the growing social confor-
mity of the era. The alien invaders here have 
no technology per se, taking a purely biologi-
cal approach: in a small California town, seeds 
from space grow into pods in which human 
forms identical to actual people develop. Each 
pod-creature absorbs its human counterpart’s 
consciousness (minus the emotions) when the 
human falls asleep. Can one survivor rally 
the world outside the town to defend itself?

William Cameron Menzies’s Invaders From 
Mars (1953) is an alien invasion seen through 
the eyes of a child: after waking on a stormy 
night to see a saucer descend and burrow un-
derground, the young protagonist watches 
helplessly as the adults in his life are pulled into 
the Martians’ subteranean hideout, eventually 
returned to society much altered . . . . This fe-
ver dream of a movie is one about which many 
people, including yours truly, have said, “I saw 
this as a child and never forgot it!” Watch In-
vaders From Mars before your childhood ends.

“The Thing From Another World ”Movie 
Poster (1951)
Photo Credits: http://sites.lib.byu.edu/
sc/2009/09/03/the-thing-from-another-
world/

Ms.Schwarz Inter-
view Continued
My least favorite sound is probably 
that chalk sound I mentioned earlier.

What is your favorite word? Least favorite word?
I like words where the sound of the word 
conveys some of the meaning.  Like lus-
cious, when you say that word you get a 
sense of lusciousness (laughs) I don’t know 
why. Paint, or icing on a cupcake, looks re-
ally luscious. I love that word. My least fa-
vorite word is puberty. The word matches the 
awkwardness of that stage and it’s so ugly.

If  you could have dinner with one person dead or 
alive who would it be? Actually you can list your 
top five, one person seems like too much pressure.
I used to imagine a dinner party full of people, 
I think Louise Bourgeois who passed away a 
few years ago would be there. I love her work. 
The actor Humphrey Bogart, he would be fun-
ny to have at dinner. Charlie Chaplain too, for 
kind of the same reason.  The poet Anne Sex-
ton, I like her work.  And Toulouse Lautrec.

Do you have any parting words for your IB 
students?
My advice would be to maintain that dedi-
cated spirit and diligence that you have. Don’t 
get discouraged.  Art is hard, it’s just part of 
the process.  We learn so much more from 
our failures than we do from our successes.  
Stick with your work and don’t give up.  Also 
don’t hesitate to ask for help and to use me as 
a resource. I’m here to help you find answers 
and solutions to your questions and problems.

The Fantasy 
Sports Community 
in BSGE

LUKE MAXWELL ‘18
Sports enthusiasts frantically grab their com-
puters awaiting their turn to snag the best 
possible player to build a championship wor-
thy team. From fantasy basketball to fanta-
sy auto racing, people around the world can 
take part in these Fantasy Sports and com-
pete against their friends. As avid fans of 
their preferred sport, participants can pre-
serve the comfort of their lounge chair, while 
feeling as involved as any sports manager.

Fantasy Sports are games in which people 
act as owners and build a team that com-
petes against other fantasy owners based on 

the statistics generated by the real players on 
professional sport teams. The basic param-
eters for competing in a typical fantasy league 
like basketball and football are quite simple.

First, anybody interested in taking part in the 
league among your friends, family and co-
workers are signed up and are ready to build 
their ultimate team. A draft is then held in which 
all participants are able to draw from a pool of 
players ranked based on their previous seasons 
stats. Players take turns picking what is in their 
eyes, the best choice considering their team.

Once the draft is complete, and everybody 
has set up their lineup of players, two play-
ers are pitted against each other in a head to 
head battle of their newly-constructed teams. 
Periodically, based on the sport, a point sys-
tem is used to determine how many points 
each player has earned in their given period 
of time. The amount of points each player 
earned are added together, overall ending up 
with a weekly or daily total, serving as the par-
ticipants score as a manager. Trades between 
different teams can also be held in order to 
improve your specific team. But overall, sport 
addicts, who cherish different players and 
teams, are able to put their skills to the test in 
a fun game where they can claim their prize as 
the most knowledgeable among their friends.

Not only is it a worldwide competition, but 
various leagues among BSGE staff and stu-
dents have formed a particular kind of sport-
ing culture. From seventh to twelfth grade, 
students can take part in small leagues with-
in their own personal group of friends. Fan-

ESPN Fantasy Sports Logo
Photo Credits: ESPN.com

Fantasy Sports Article Continued on Page 8
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Fantasy Sports 
Article Continued
tasy basketball and football seem to domi-
nate in terms of what sport teachers and 
students seem to be choosing most often.

Not only is it a worldwide competition, but 
various leagues among BSGE staff and stu-
dents have formed a particular kind of sport-
ing culture. From seventh to twelfth grade, 
students can take part in small leagues within 
their own personal group of friends. Fan-
tasy basketball and football seem to domi-
nate in terms of what sport teachers and 
students seem to be choosing most often.

Cameron Rashkind 18’ says, “I participate 
in fantasy sports leagues because I like to 
compete with my friends in sports related 
activities.  Fantasy sports are a perfect way 
for me to use my love of sports while play-
ing in games with my friends.” He also adds, 
“My friends and I are very competitive, so 
each game is important for us.” Not only is 
Fantasy evident in the student community, 
but is also popular amongst the teachers.

Ms. Shen, an unlikely participant in Fantasy 
basketball, naming her team Bù dong, Man-
darin for don’t know, finds the online activ-
ity to be a fun pastime outside of school. She 
explains, “I think it is important to connect 
with the students and teachers around the 
school. This was a very fun experience for 
me and I would definitely participate again.”

Another teacher known as our respected bas-
ketball coach or as his students know him, Mr. 
Anderson, talks about his experiences partici-
pating in Fantasy Basketball. He explains, “I 
would like to utilize my expansive knowledge 
of basketball to choose a strong basketball 
team. I agree with Ms. Shen’s idea that par-
ticipating in fantasy sports helps to engage 
with the staff that I normally don’t talk to. I 
think its a great way of interacting with my 
colleagues. Overall, I think fantasy sports is a 
fun way to socialize outside of the classroom.”

Available to anybody regardless of their 
knowledge or age, Fantasy Sports seems 

What do most people think about when they 
hear the word oxygen? Maybe they think 
about trees, nature, and air. They’d be right to 
think about the air being represented by oxy-
gen, in fact that is why the sky is blue, but to 
think that oxygen is a “good” healthy and 
clean gas is not a very accurate perspective.

Oxygen is the most common element in the 
Earth’s crust, and the second most com-
mon element in the Earth’s atmosphere.

Oxygen is responsible for the first major ex-
tinction, known as the Oxygen Holocaust. It 

was an event that killed off hundreds, even 
thousands of species of microorganisms that 
were the first life on Earth. Each species with 
its own potential at evolving into a more 
complex organism. The Oxygen level had 
been a mere 3%, but it was still quite potent.

The picture describes Free Radicals as a pol-
lutant. While in some cases this is true, oxy-
gen’s free radicals are often of organic origin.
The picture describes Free Radicals as a pol-
lutant. While in some cases this is true, 
oxygen’s free radicals are often of or-
ganic origin. (Source: Holistic Vanity)
So, why was oxygen so fatal?

Many of these early photosynthesizers used 
the abundant carbon dioxide, and sun-
light to create energy. They had never previ-
ously encountered any significant amounts 
of oxygen, and to them it was a toxic gas.

Oxygen is used by most organisms, with excep-
tions including plants and the simplest microor-
ganisms, both of which were the first inhabitants 
of Earth. If  the oxygen levels in the room you are 
in right now were significantly higher, you might 
just burst into flames with the first step you take. 
Not so angelic anymore now is it? Oxygen can 
be a really nasty chemical if  you aren’t careful.

So what does oxygen mean to us today? Oxy-

gen accounts for about 20% of the atmo-
sphere and is found in the form of O3 in 
the ozone layer. Oxygen is used in our re-
spiratory system, and it transitions be-
tween our cells and tissues almost constantly.

Oxygen is an element that follows the oc-
tet rule, meaning that it likes to have 8 va-
lence electrons, but oxygen only has 6 elec-
trons, which is why it reacts with iron, 
calcium, sodium, aluminum, magnesium, 
and a couple thousand other elements.

However, sometimes rogue and nasty oxygen 

comes out of this reaction. This is called a Free 
Radical. When a Free Radical enters our body, it 
will bond with practically anything! Remember 
how oxygen is constantly moving through our 
body? This free radical oxygen might bond with 
our cells, our DNA, proteins and our tissues. This 
can cause some types of cancer, mutations, and 
malfunctions in your body.Scientifically, this is 
the same thing as being rusted from the inside out.

This constant cell damage is called Oxi-
dative Stress. Some scientists believe that 
this is one of the causes behind old age.

However, free radicals are like nuclear power, 
they are both dangerous, and work to our ben-
efit. Free radicals are used as a weapon by some 
of our white-blood cells, and evidence sug-
gests that free radicals are used in brain and 
nerve signaling between cells. Our body real-
izes both sides of the free radical, and try to 
keep the damage it does to a minimum. When 
a cell realizes it has a free radical, it tells the 
body and the other cells to kill it (the cell with 
the free radical) for “the greater good.” This 
paired with antioxidants, which prevent the 
oxidation damage of free radicals, make a pow-
erful protection against free radical damage.

Oxygen can be very dangerous, but 
it is also an essential part of our dai-
ly existence. We just cannot live with-

What You Didn’t 
Know: The Negative 
Aspects of Oxygen

ABDULLAH SAYED ‘20

The picture describes Free Radicals as a pollutant. While in some cases this is true, oxygen’s 
free radicals are often of organic origin.    Photo Credits: Holistic Vanity

Take home 
memories of 
the 2014-15 
school year!

Buy a year-
book
Contact year-
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BSGE is known for being one of the best high 
schools in New York City. With only 478 stu-
dents from 7th to 12th grade, many students 
would agree that it is good to have a smaller, 
more intimate school environment where ev-
eryone knows, well, everyone.  However, there 
are some drawbacks, for example, having such a 
small school building makes it difficult to walk 
in the hallways in between periods and having 
lockers that are accessible throughout the day.  
Many of us would agree, though, that one of the 
biggest problems is a lack of variety of classes.

One very important subject that our school is 
missing is a high school Physics class.  There 
are two major reasons why we lack Phys-
ics at BSGE.  First, we don’t have a Phys-
ics certified teacher working at the school.

Secondly, and perhaps a more difficult to solve 
reason, is a scheduling problem.  Because of 
the structure of the IB program, the only year 
students could take Physics at BSGE would be in 

the 9th grade, whereas most other high schools 
offer physics to students in the 11th grade. At 
BSGE, students take Regents Chemistry in 10th 
grade, either IB SL Biology or SL Chemistry in 
11th grade, and no science class in 12th grade. 
There is no room in students’ schedules for a 
science class in 12th grade because of IB re-
quirements such as Theory of Knowledge. The 
problem BSGE has encountered in the past is 
that by 9th grade students generally have not 
learned enough math to grasp Physics in the 
9th grade. Despite this, school like Stuyvesant 
have a class of freshmen who are taking physics.

Currently, BSGE 9th graders are taking Forensics 
instead of Physics. “Having Forensics was very 
fun, but having Physics might be more beneficial 
in the long run. Many colleges look for some-
one who took a Physics class” says Nuné M. ’17.

Amirah K. ’18 agrees and believes that “Phys-
ics might help us later in our schooling career, 
while Forensics would mostly only be useful if  
you work in a detective department for a job.”

BSGE used to have a 9th grade Physics class as 
well as an IB level Physics program in the past. 
The program ran from 2006-2009 with full time 
Physics teacher, Mr. Gregory Hofer. Students had 
mixed success in the class but the Physics pro-
gram ended with the repeated budget cuts that 
downsized the science department by one posi-
tion that was never replaced. BSGE’s current sci-

ence teachers took on additional classes to cover 
the additional load and the Forensics class was 
created to match current staffing with the abili-
ties with the needs of the Science department. 
Forensics is seen as a rigorous science class that 
helps prepare students for the demands of Re-
gents Chemistry, IB Biology, and IB Chemistry.

Since scheduling Physics in the upper grades is 
not possible due to the IB curriculum, the major 
question now is, will BSGE ever manage to have 
this class, and will it be in the near future? Some 
possible solutions might be the “College Now” 
program from CUNY, which our school has been 
looking into or a private class outside of the pub-
lic school system. It may also be possible to have 
a part-time physics teacher as we would not 
have enough students taking physics at any one 
time to warrant a full-time teacher. There could 
also be an after school Physics program if we 
could find a qualified teacher to run a program.

BSGE Senior Nicholas Tan, who plans on study-
ing Pre-Med for his undergraduate degree com-
mented, “I don’t think it’s a deal-breaker for 
BSGE not to have physics, but the administra-
tion needs to me more transparent when ad-
vertising the type of IB Curriculum offered.” 
He continued, “In other words, physical sci-
ences are not our strong suit, and kids look-
ing to apply here should be informed of that.”

 

1.)Figure out where you want to sit before buy-
ing your tickets. If  you are tall and enjoy mosh-
ing, general admission might be the place for 
you. If  you are on the shorter side try getting 
seats up high to avoid having heads in your view!
2.) Eat beforehand. There is nothing worse 
than standing in line right when the band 
starts playing. And buying merch is a dou-
ble edged sword, either you can avoid queues 
and miss the opening act or deal with lines 
and out-of-stock signs after the concert.

3.) Remember personal space. If  the ven-
ue is indoors then the room will be hot and 
stuffy already, so try not to crowd anyone.
4.) Be courteous. Understand that concerts can 
be hectic so if  the guy in front of you is taking 
eons to walk up a flight of stairs, take a deep 
breath and relax; you will get there eventually.

5.)Take a picture of your parking section 
so you can avoid the traffic when you try 

to leave the concert hall.

6.) Be cautious of your sur-
roundings. If  someone is stand-
ing too close to you or making 
you uncomfortable feel free to 
move away. If  you are in a seat 
and cannot move, some concert 
calls have a number you can 
call to report people or have se-
curity find you a different seat.
7.) If  you don’t know what to 
wear, remember that at most 
concerts you will be standing 
and dancing most of the night 
so you might want to opt for 

more comfortable shoes. Also the temperature 
at concerts seem to have a mind of its own, so 
wear layers to avoid getting too hot or too cold.
Enjoy the concert! After all the stress of get-
ting there, dance like nobody’s watching!.

8.)Enjoy the concert! After all the stress of 
getting there, dance like nobody’s watching!

Photo Credits: CanDrugstore.com

Why doesn’t 
BSGE have a 
Physics Class?

ANNIE CHENG ‘18

8 Steps on 
How to 
Survive A 
Concert

MARIA RYDING ‘18

care about winning or losing, but about being 
the best players they can be on and off the court. 
I’m excited to see what the future holds for us 
as a team and I’m excited for the next season.”

Carroll’s excitement for the future of the girls 
team is quite understandable, with some of 
the team’s highest earning GPG players such as 
Makeila Jamison ’17, Claire Bergerson ’17 and 
Carroll herself, seeming to only improve in their 
moves on the court. However at the same time, 
saying goodbye to one of the team’s beloved play-
ers, senior Kara Fallon ’15 who will be gradu-

ating BSGE in June, is equally as disheartening. 

As for the boys basketball season, it was an es-
pecially thrilling one considering that the team 
had went from a consistent 0 wins each sea-
son to now 6 wins in one season. Addition-
ally, out of the Queens B West league for pub-
lic high schools, BSGE came out in 7th place 
out of the 10 schools, surpassing Information 
Technology High School, Academy for Ca-
reers in Television and Film, and BSGE’s overall 
school rival: Frank Sinatra School of the Arts. 

Boy’s basketball team member Amar Omer-
agic, who earned the highest Player Game 
Percentage of 12.071 and an impressive 
free throw percentage of 63.043, com-
mented on the conclusion of the season and 

his unfortunate departure from the team. 

 “As a senior, it’s sad to say that this is my last 
year on the basketball team, but this year was by 
far the best of my years on the team. Great sup-
port from students as well as teachers helped us 
win many games and the whole team is thankful 
for that.” He continued, “The bond that we’ve 
developed helped us become the most suc-
cessful boys basketball team in BSGE history, 
which is a great accomplishment for us all.”

BSGE’s support for the team through its student 
body and staff that Omeragic mentioned was very 
much seen throughout the season, with many 
games, notably the Frank Sinatra High School vs. 
BSGE, bringing in quite an uproar. The team’s 

Basketball 
Article Continued

Article continued on Page 12...
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ACT vs. SAT: Which test 
should YOU take? 

MAYA JUMAN ‘16

It’s that time of year again: the temperature has dropped below freezing, we are finally seeing snowfall 
on the weather forecast… and the dreaded first mentions of the word “SAT” have appeared among ju-
niors. The class of 2016 will be the last grade to take the older SAT before major changes are implement-
ed next Spring. For those who have not already taken the SAT or ACT in October, November or Decem-
ber, the standardized test, in one form or another, is now very much on the horizon for 11th graders.

Although many students consider the SAT the 
obvious choice for standardized testing, the ACT 
is also accepted by colleges and universities, and 
neither test gives an applicant an advantage. In-
stead, it is important to pick the test that you feel 
you are better suited to. Since the tests measure 
different skills, some students feel that one test 
is better for their way of thinking than the other. 
While the SAT has infamous vocabulary ques-
tions and trickier reasoning, the ACT requires 
content memorization but is easier to decipher. 
While the SAT may be better for a student with 
a long, focused attention span and strong logical 

reasoning, the ACT’s advanced math and science sections may be better suited to a student strong 
in these subject areas. Below are some of the important differences between the SAT and the ACT:

ACT SAT
STRUCTURE Broken up into 10 sections of 

25-30 minutes each, alternat-
ing between English, Math 
and Writing

Longer sections of English, 
Math, Reading, Science and 
Writing, with no alternating 
sections

SCORING 3 sections scored from 200-
800; the composite is scored 
from 600-2400 

Each section is scored from 
1-36; the composite is scored 
from 1-36

MATH Algebra, Geometry, Arith-
metic, data and probability, 
formulas provided (calculator 
allowed)

Algebra, Geometry, Arith-
metic, data and Probability, 
Trigonometry, no formulas 
provided (calculator allowed)

PRACTICE TEST PSAT PLAN
PENALTIES ¼ point is deducted for each 

wrong choice on multiple 
choice answers

No penalties.

ADMINISTRATION January, March or April, May, 
June, October, November, 
December

February, April, June, Septem-
ber, October, December

THE MOST IMPORTANT 
SKILL

Time Management Knowledge

GENERAL FOCUS Aptitude Content
LENGTH 3 hours 45 minutes 2 hours 55 minutes (plus 30 

minute optional writing por-
tion)

Some students decide to take both tests and use the scores from the one they per-
formed better on. Senior Max Fischman explained his experience with the two tests.

“At first I decided to take the SAT because I had heard more about it and I thought it was 
the norm. I ended up trying the ACT because my SAT score wasn’t where I wanted it to 
be and I decided to take a different route.” After he took the ACT, he noticed a “signifi-
cant difference in the test scores.” He added, “The structure of the ACT better suited me.”

Interestingly enough, Max is not alone. When asked, all the other BSGE Seniors 
who took both the ACT and SAT agreed that the ACT was more beneficial for them.

Joleyne Herrera, a BSGE senior, commented, “Knowing now that most of my 
friends who took both the SAT and ACT preferred the ACT, I wish I had giv-
en that testing-option a chance. But regardless, standardized testing is not fun.”

Ultimately, picking the SAT over the ACT will not affect your application in the eyes of admission 
officers. But it does have an effect on how confident you feel about the scores you send in. Like many 
others who have tried both tests, Max recommends finding the one you like more and sticking with it.

“I don’t think one test is better than the other. At the end of the day it’s whatever test helps you succeed 
more, so try them both. Finding which one works best for your test-taking skills is the best choice.”

Book 
Recommenda-
tions 
(Continued)
Title: And the Mountains Echoed
Author: Khaled Hosseini

The third novel by Khaled Hosseini, And the 
Mountains Echoed, is a family drama that 
examines the factors that lead to and rever-
berate from one action: a poor family sells 
their youngest daughter to a wealthy cou-
ple in Kabul. Set in Afghanistan, the nov-
el spans fifty years and four generations.

Title: If  I Stay
Author: Gayle Forman

Mia Hall thought that the hardest decision she 
would ever face would be whether to pursue 

her musical 
dreams at Juil-
liard or to be 
with the love of 
her life, Adam. 
But a carefree 
family drive 
kills Mia’s par-
ents and broth-
er, leaving her 
orphaned and 
a b a n d o n e d . 
Mia then has to 
choose between 
life and death: 
she could 
choose to die in 

order to join her family on the other side, or stay 
and bear the pain of loss for the rest of her life.
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The Current vs. Redesigned SAT
 MOSHAN GUO ‘1

During the spring of 2016, a new version of 
the SAT—the Standardized Admissions Test—
will be distributed among high school juniors. 
For those of you who are unfamiliar with the 
role of the SAT, this exam claims to assess your 
college-readiness and is usually taken by 11th 
and 12th grade students in high school. SAT 
scores are a crucial part in the college admis-
sion process, however more and more schools 
are becoming SAT optional. Unlike the current 
SAT, this redesigned SAT contains more ques-
tions that are relevant to what you are learn-
ing in school and greatly focuses on the skills 
you need for college and career readiness.

By creating a new SAT, the College Board wants 
to fix a major flaw in the current SAT: its ma-
jority irrelevance to the high school curriculum. 
Many of the components involved in this cur-
rent exam are not taught in high schools, which 
may prove to be disadvantageous for students 
because they will have to prep for themselves 
in order to prepare for the exam. For example, 
the current SAT reading section contains many 
obscure words that are rarely used or taught at 

school. In preparing for the SAT, many students 
pay hundreds and thousands of dollars to enter 
prep classes and purchase study books. The new 
SAT, on the other hand, contains questions that 
are majorly taught to solve in school. Students 
will no longer need to spend money or time wor-
rying about how they are going to ace their SATs.

For many students who are going to take the 
SAT after 2015, this new exam may appear as 
bliss. “I’m very happy for this sudden change 
because it’s going to benefit both myself and 
the future generations, since the exam is go-
ing to be easier,” says Alexandra Ramos ’17.

Others, such as Nicholas Jung ’17, feel indiffer-
ent about this new test. “It doesn’t matter to me 
whichever I take, really,” says Jung, “the percen-
tiles will always be the same. There will always be 
high scorers and low scorers. It’s not like you’ll 
do better on the new SAT, since whether or not 
your score is a ‘good score’ depends on your per-
centile between the others who have taken it.”

Other students are disheartened by this sudden 

change, for their efforts to prepare for the current 
SAT will be wasted by the time they take the new SATs.

BSGE Seniors, who will not be taking the re-
designed SAT, seemed to respond to the exam 
change with mixed feelings as well. Joleyne 
Herrera ’15 commented, “Although the new 
SAT is catered more towards material students 
learn in school, I still prefer the older ver-
sion. Trig and a more restricted use of calcu-
lators do not sound fun.” She added, “I actu-
ally feel a little sorry for the younger kids now.”

On the other hand, Sarfi Chowdhury ’15 fa-
vors the new model. He explained, “Mak-
ing the essay optional and eliminating the 
Writing section are changes that will help 
a lot of students. Now test-takers can fo-
cus on just Critical Reading and Mathemat-
ics, which is easier.” Chowdhury continued, 
“I wish I could have taken the new version!”

The table below contains a compari-
son between the major components 
of the current and redesigned SAT.

CATEGORY CURRENT REDESIGNED
TOTAL POINTS 2400 1600
TIME 3 hours 45 minutes 3 hours (not including essay)
ESSAY Mandatory, 25 minutes

Purpose: to develop a point of 
view on an issue presented in 
an excerpt

Optional, 50 minutes
Purpose: Students will be 
provided a substantial pas-
sage (600–700 words) and 
will then be asked to analyze 
how the author built their 
argument; students will need 
to understand the techniques 
authors used to write persua-
sively

COMPONENTS - Critical Reading
– Mathematics
– Writing
– Essay

- Evidence-based reading and 
writing (Reading Test &
Writing and Language test)
– Mathematics
– Essay (optional)

SCORING - 1 point for every right an-
swer
– ¼ point deduction for every 
wrong answer
– Blank responses have no 
impact on scores

- 1 point for every right an-
swer
– No points are deducted for 
wrong answers
– Blank responses have no 
impact on scores

VOCABULARY Words are often obscure and 
are not widely used in college 
and career

Words widely used in college 
and career

MATH Involves Arithmetic, Algebra 
I, Geometry, Algebra II (only a 
few questions)

Focuses on: application-
based, multi-step questions, 
Higher level math, including 
trigonometry, One “extended-
thinking” grid-in question 
(worth 4 points), Core math 
competencies (translating 
math into English and Eng-
lish into math) and building 
equations

CALCULATOR Calculator is permitted to be 
used for all math sections

Only permitted in two longer 
math sections

EXAM FORM On paper, only Paper and digital
# OF ANSWER CHOICES 5 answer choices per question 4 answer choices per question
# OF SECTIONS 10 (including one experimen-

tal section)
Fewer sections, more time to 
work on each section

Students 
De-stress in 
BSGE’s 
Knitting Club

One new club at BSGE this year is a knitting 
club, supervised and started by Ms. Shen. She 
started it because she is interested in knit-
ting and wants to share her interest with the 
school. The club meets in the library imme-
diately after school every Thursday, and has 
members from a variety of grades. Meetings 
officially last until 3:45, but most people usu-
ally leave by 3:15. Most members work on 
knitting scarves, because those are easiest for 

beginners to make. However, some have been 
making headbands. During a typical meeting, 
members sit in the lounge area of the library. 
Ms. Shen described them as knitting while they 
“talk about issues that are interesting in their 
lives. Stress is totally off their minds. It’s so re-
laxed…a real fun environment.” If  you’ve ever 
wanted to learn a new skill, a place to relax, or 
both, the knitting club might be right for you.

JUSTIN HAMLIN ‘17

Photograph of the Knitting Club members and 
their supervisor, BSGE Language B teacher, 
Ms. Chen. 

Photo Credits: BSGE Yearbook Committee 
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head coach and BSGE English teacher, Mr. Mat-
thew Anderson, was very much committed to 
this need for a school presence at the boys games 
as seen from his announcements and flyers let-
ting students know of the upcoming schedule. 

With 11 out of the 17 players being seniors, 
many members of the class of 2015 was pres-
ent at these games. One of these 11 seniors on 
the team was Aamel Unia, who finished the sea-

son with the second highest PGP at 8.857 and a 
free throw percentage of 51.667. Unia also gave 
his thoughts on the team’s overall performance.

“Though we didn’t make the playoffs, I think 
the season was overall very much a success con-
sidering the fact that the team had only won 
two games in all of its history.” He added with 
pride, “6 wins in one season led by the class of 
2015 will forever be in the BSGE record books.”

Derek Chu, another Senior on the team, re-

marked on his last season of the team. “Ending 
the season as a senior is very bittersweet. While I 
will probably never play basketball this serious-
ly, being part of the transformation from BSGE 
having consecutive 0 win seasons to setting 
a record 6 wins is an honor. I think ultimate-
ly there is still significant work for next year’s 
team to accomplish, this is where it all begun.”

Indeed there is work for next year’s basketball 
team, but with a strong team and a supportive 
staff and student body, the future looks bright.

Basketball Continued

Earth Lab
Mahaut B ‘16


