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Fourth Annual 
Geography Bee
Ms. Dikes and Mr. Lakhaney hosted BSGE’s 
fourth annual Team Geography Bee on 
Thursday, May 28th. Students from grades 
7-12 participated with 27 teams and almost 
100 students in attendance. “The Betty White 
Power Rangers,” a team composed of 10th 
grade students, Malcolm Sherman-Godfrey, 
Adrian Kulesza, and John Bost, finished in 
first and each took home $20 gift amazon gift 
certificates along with copies of Chimera by 
David Wellington. “The Bomb.Com,” com-
posed of 7th graders Owen Smith, Rashmika 
Batra,and Shaima Mannan finished in second 
and “Masculin” composed of 8th graders 
Peter Alegre, Muhib Khan, and Rafailo Dokic 
finished in third. Congratulations to all those 
who participated.

Long time BSGE teacher, Ms. Lily Shen, re-
cently announced that she plans to retire at 
the end of the current school year. Ms. Shen 
has been teaching Chinese at BSGE since it 
opened its doors in 2002 and was one of its 
founding members.

When asked why this year was the right 
time to retire, Ms. Shen said that she’s been 
teaching all her life and that “it’s time to 
do something different while I’m still young 
enough to make the change.”

Ms. Shen started teaching right after she 
graduated from high school in China and 
has been teaching for 35 years total. She’s 
taught students from Pre-K to 12th grade at 
different points in her career.

Ms. Shen does not plan to be idle in her life 
after BSGE. She wants to remain involved in 
education in a different capacity by helping 
train new teachers and continuing to work 
with the IB. She also wants to go back to 
school herself. She was interested in pursu-

ing a PhD but was unsure about what field to study. Her years spent teaching informed her curi-
osity about children and how they learn. She said that she’s “fascinated about how kids learn and 
how to find better ways to help them learn.”

She would also like to spend time volunteer at New York Chinese Scholars Garden in Staten Island. 
She wants to help bring student groups to visit the garden built by Chinese artists entirely with 
materials imported from China. The garden is supposed to provide New Yorkers the experience 
of an authentic Chinese Garden.

Ms. Shen also has a host of hobbies she wants to pursue further including reading, writing, and 
knitting among others. She also has two grandchildren she wants to spend more time with. Ava 
and newborn baby Austin born to her daughter who lives 20 minutes away from Ms. Shen’s resi-
dence in New Jersey.

Reflecting on her time at BSGE she said that it was “best 13 years of my life.” She felt that the work 
here was a great challenge and that she “loved the IB philosophy of international mindedness.”

Speaking of the staff she said that she’s been in education her whole life and this was the “smart-
est and most dedicated staff” she’s ever worked with. Her respect for the staff was reciprocated 
in their opinions of her. English teacher Ms. Connie You said, “one thing people don’t know is the 
extent to which she has been a mother to this staff. She’s always at the center of organizing things 
around big events in people’s personal lives and that’s a huge hole that will be felt.”

(Continued on page 12)

Ms. Lily Shen to Retire at 
the End of the School Year

Schedule for BSGE
Mondays: 
- Helping Hands @2:15 in Room 203

Tuesdays:
- Peer Tutoring @2:20 in the Library
- Ceramics Club @ 2:20 in the Art Room

Wednesdays:
- The Bacc Rag @ 2:20 in Room 304
- DECA Business Club @ 2:15 in Room 400
- Dramatic Arts Club @ 2:20 in Library
- French Club @ 3:00 in Room 205
- Middle School Math Club @2:20 in 416
- Model UN @ 2:15 in Room 303
- Mouse Squad @ 2:15 in Room 402
- Origami Club @2:15 in Conference Room
- Zumba @ 2:20 in Room 214
- Peer Tutoring @2:20 in Library

Thursdays:
- Yearbook @2:20 in Room 416
- Knitting Club @2:15 in the Library
- Film Club @2:30 in Room 410
- Orchestra@ 2”15 in Room 409
- High School Math Club @2:10 in Room 
400
- Yoga Club @2:15 in Room 214
- Peer Tutoring @2:20 in Library
- Mouse Squad @2:15 in Room 402

Fridays:
- Senior Council @2:20 in the Cafeteria 
- Junior Council @2:20 in Room 300
-Anime Club @ 2:20 in the Conference Room
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Ramadan what?
DALEELAH SALEH ‘19

Thursday, June 18 is the day of the Integrated 
Algebra Regents Exam for eighth graders at 
BSGE. For students in other grades, it’ll be just 
another day. But June 18th is a special day for 
Muslims. Those following the scientific calcu-
lations of moon positions, at least. For these 
people, the 18th will be the start of a month-
long holiday, known as Ramadan.

During this month, Muslims fast (go without 
food or drink) from sunrise to sunset. Sun-
rise will be around 3:45 am this year, which 
means that many of us will be waking up 
around 3 am to make ourselves a meal, also 
known as Suhoor, before making the intention 
to fast. Sunset will be around 8:30 pm this 
year (give or take a few minutes throughout 
the month), which means that as soon as the 
call to prayer (also known as the Athan) goes 
off, we will be breaking our fasts with a date 
and some water, followed by a meal. This 
process is known as Iftaar. To put this into 
perspective for you, people will be going for 
17 or so hours (between Suhoor and Iftaar) 
without putting any kind of food or drink 
(including water) into their system.

This may seem like cruel and unusual pun-
ishment, but many people look forward to 
Ramadan every year. Because while it’s a 
month for fasting, it’s also a month for pray-
ing, asking for redemption, and doing good 
deeds. And while that’s the religious aspect 
of it, there’s also the social aspect of visiting 
many different houses of friends and family 
and breaking fast together during Iftaar.

Muslims fast for many different reasons, 
and Ramadan means something different to 
everyone. The first most obvious reason is 
that fasting during Ramadan is one of the five 
pillars of Islam, right along with the belief in 

one God and the Prophet Mohammed, pray-
ing five times a day, the giving  of charity, 
also called Zakaat, and making the religious 
pilgrimage known as Hajj. But there’s also the 
idea that it helps you build awareness of those 
around you that are less fortunate than you 
are. By starving, you get a sense of what it’s 
like for those that aren’t able to afford food 
or water, and those who don’t have access to 
nutrition and clean water.

Additionally, fasting allows you to maintain a 
sense of control over your desires. Through-
out the rest of the year, when you’re hungry, 
you can just walk into your kitchen and find 
yourself something to eat (or you can go out 
and buy yourself a snack of some sort). If  
you’re thirsty, you can go to a water fountain 
or buy yourself a bottle of water. But during 
Ramadan, you cannot really act upon these 
cravings. You have to force yourself to think 
about something else, and just deal with it. 
Typically, if  you are not able to fast (because 
you’re sick, require medication, or are preg-
nant), you are supposed to donate money so 
that you can feed someone that is hungry. In 
that way, you still have some sense of aware-
ness for people that have less than you.

So during this time, try to be mindful of Mus-
lims around you. Try not to gloat in their face 
about all the delicious food you’re able to eat 
that they can’t. Maybe try fasting in solidar-
ity with them, even if  only partially. And even 
if  you’re not fasting, definitely break fast 
with them - or even go to the many Ramadan 
buffets offered throughout our multicultural 
Queens (Steinway and Jackson Heights are the 
prime destinations). Do something different, 
and celebrate this wonderful holiday.

Photo Credit: newsday.com

Letter From the Editor: 
Goodbye Bacc Rag

“UGH, I can’t WAIT to get out of here!” is 
the usual response you would receive from a 
graduating senior at BSGE. The intense work-
loads and demanding deadlines are enough 
to make any rising college student groan. But 
there was always something tugging me back, 
sealing my lips and making me hesitate to coo-
ly recite this many-said phrase. The Bacc Rag.
 
I remember sitting in room 304 as then editor-
in-chief, Jolijt Tamanaha, leaned over the table 
in her beaten up cowboy boots and hair tied 
back to instruct a 7th grade Lydia to always 
include quotes. Six years later, I find myself 
mouthing these exact same rules to the incred-
ible thirty-two person staff that meets in that 
very same room every Wednesday at 2:15 p.m. 

Who would have known that the most reward-
ing part of being editor-in-chief of The Bacc 
Rag would be working with such an intelligent, 
comical, endearing, hard-working and caring 
group of people? As nerdy as it sounds, I’m going 
to truly miss Moshan and Justin’s witty banter, 
Murtaza and Elio’s cheerful attitude, Anokha 
and Daleelah’s animated series of questions, 
Annie’s sassy comments, Abdullah’s updates 
about giant squids, Emma’s ever-changing 

hair color, Hana and Samantha’s band-geek-
iness, Yue’s adorable quirkiness, Allen’s reas-
suring words, and so much more. And I will of 
course miss the time spent with Mr. Lakhaney 
and next year’s editor, Miss Maya Juman, 
who have given me endless support through-
out the year, which I am so very thankful for. 

The Bacc Rag was an experience for me to 
grow as a person through interaction with 
such capable young people, and it was a 
chance for me to realize my dream career field 
of journalism, which has helped me estab-
lish a position as contributing writer for the 
Queens Ledger/Brooklyn Star newspaper, and 
a promotion to Senior Producer of the Youth 
Channel at the Manhattan Neighborhood 
Network. It has allowed me to build a future. 

But now as we wrap up in the present, the 
final issue of the 2014-15 school year, and 
the final issue for my time here, I cherish 
and cling to what most people at BSGE know 
me as: “the Bacc Rag girl,” and hope to car-
ry this name with me to graduation and 
thereafter. Until next time, The Bacc Rag! 
Sincerely, 
Lydia Mariko Stetson 
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ANOKHA VENUGOPAL ‘19

Nepal’s Earthquake: 
Aftermath and Relief Efforts
On April 25th, at 11:56 PM, an earthquake 
with a magnitude of 7.8 claimed thousands 
of lives in Nepal. As of Friday, May 1st, 
around 6,300 people were proclaimed dead, 
and 14,000 people injured. This earthquake 
claimed 8,836 lives in total (including outside 
of Nepal), with 21,952 injuries. It took quite 
long to account for the thousands of people 
missing, perhaps under rubble and in dis-
tant villages. On May 12th, there was an af-
tershock of 7.3 magnitude, which killed 218 
people and injured more than 3,500 people.  
The original earthquake had an effect all 
around Nepal, including Mount Everest. Stud-
ies show that the earthquake shrank the the 
29,000-foot mountain by at least 3 feet. Due 
to the earthquake, avalanches occurred on the 
mountain, killing at least 19 people, and in-
juring at least 61. This disaster has been the 
deadliest in Everest history. The effect of the 
earthquake on Nepal’s tourist industry is also 
very detrimental. Nepal, a developing country, 
relies on its historical attractions, such as the 
Dharahara Tower, which after the earthquake 
went from 100 feet to a 30 foot pile of rubble. 
Additionally, due to the fact that many men in 
Nepal often go far to find decent paying jobs, 
many women were left to fend entirely for 
their families after the earthquake. They lost 
their homes, their animals, and many other 
things precious to them. However, the most 
precious things were the children. After the 
earthquake, an even larger part of these wom-
en’s lives was protecting their childrens’ lives.

In order to raise money for Nepal, several advi-
sories have been having bake sales, and Help-
ing Hands has been doing a lot too. Ramisa 
Bashar ‘18 said “Helping Hands has taken the 
initiative to help Nepal. So we’ve placed boxes 
in advisories in order to gather money to do-
nate through one of Mr. Lakhaney’s acquain-
tances stationed in Nepal to work with people 
there. It’s a very one-on-one sort of thing. 
We’re also collecting necessities that they may 
require such as, soap, warm clothing, etc.” 

However, after the earthquake, there has 
been an outpouring of support around the 
world, and Nepal has began making slow 
but steady progress towards restoring itself 
to some sort of normal. In Southwater, a five 

year old boy held a garage sale to help Nepal 
victims. A paragliding company named Kar-
maFlights has been using the money from 
paragliding flights to donate to Nepal earth-
quake relief. Since 2011, the company has 
been donating the money from tandem para-
gliding flights to children in Nepal for more 
access to school, however, after the earth-
quake they used the money for Nepal relief.

“It’s great seeing BSGE 
assisting through 
Helping Hands because 
many schools don’t do 
that”
Sean Keogh ‘18 said he feels that more should 
be done to help Nepal. He stated, “Americans 
should go over there [Nepal] and help them 
[victims].” However, Gabriella Prostko ‘18 
felt quite satisfied with our efforts to help Ne-
pal. She said “It’s great seeing BSGE assisting 
through Helping Hands because many times 
schools don’t do that and it’s very important 
that they do that.” Evidently, different people 
have different views on how to help Nepal, but 
it is obvious that everyone supports any effort.

One more well known example of assistance 
to Nepal is Prabhal Gurung’s effort. He is one 
of Michelle Obama’s fashion designers, and 
individually he has raised $376,575 of his 

goal of $570,000 dol-
lars. Another example 
is the continuous hard 
work done by the non-
profit organization 
Adhikaar in Wood-
side, which helps Ne-
palis in New York and 
works for their rights. 
The organization has 
been attempting to 
get Temporary Pro-
tective Status for Ne-
palis because of the 
earthquake. They even 
sent a petition to the 
White House, which, 
before being closed, 

got 12,905 signatures.

They raised 61,479 dollars in one month, 
which was 293% more than their origi-
nal $21,000 goal. To donate, go to: https://
life.indiegogo.com/fundraisers/immedi-
ate-relief-for-nepal-earthquake-survivors.

While Nepal may have a long way to go, hopeful-
ly the collective working together of the world’s 
organizations to bring the country out of sham-
bles and into normalcy will work. It’s humbling 
to see how much people can care in times of 
need, and if  you want to feel good, it’s advised 
that you donate, be it food, clothing, or money.

Photo Credit: time.com

BSGE’s 
Upcoming 
Trip to China

MOSHAN GUO ‘17

Recently, BSGE is planning for a potential trip 
to China during the April of 2016. In order 
to collect eager advocates for this upcoming 
trip, a meeting was hosted by Ms. Mihalache 
on Tuesday, May 19th for parents and stu-
dents to discuss the details about the trip. Al-
ready about 20 people have signed up, with 
more than 30 people on the waiting list. Cur-
rently, there are four teachers planned to su-
pervise the students during the trip: Ms. Shen, 
Mr. Geraldo, Ms. Mihalache, and Ms. Silva.

In the past few years, BSGE has planned in-
ternational trips to countries in Europe—
Spain, France, and Costa Rica. This time, we 
have decided to take a turn and visit a coun-
try in Asia. Ms. Shen, BSGE’s Chinese teach-
er, will be accompanying the students on 
the trip in order to teach them more about 
Chinese culture and act as a guide. For this 
trip, the fee for each student is $3,127. This 
includes the round-trip airfare, all transpor-
tation, hotel-stays, and a full-time multi-lin-
gual tour director. All spots are reserved for 
students who will be in grades 10, 11 and 
12 during the school year of 2015-2016.

The trip is planned to start on April 22, 2016 
and end on April 30, 2016, summing up to 
a total of 9 days. In China, students will visit 
three cities: Beijing, Xi’an, and Shanghai. In 
these cities, they will experience and perform 
various activities: In China’s capital city, Bei-
jing, students and teachers will visit many 
historical landmarks, such as the Forbidden 
City, Summer Palace, the Great Wall, Bird’s 
Nest, and Tiananmen Square. On the fifth 
day, the group will travel to Xi’an on an over-
night train, where they will visit the Temple 
of Heaven and the Terra Cotta Warriors. The 
group will fly to Shanghai two days later to go 

sightseeing in 
gardens and 
temples and 
watch an ac-
robatic show.

“I want to go 
to China be-
cause we’ve 
been taking 
the language 
(Chinese) for 
4 years and I 
think we’ve 
learned so 
much about 
it,” says Stella 
Pandis ‘17, a 
student taking 
Chinese class 
at BSGE. “It’s 
really a once 
in a lifetime 
experience.”

“I want to go 
the China be-
cause we’ve 
been taking 
Chinese for 
4 years and 
learned so 
much about 
it... it’s really a 
once in a life-
time experi-
ence.”
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“Do Not Use Shorts”

You are walking down the hallway, trying to 
avoid the daily traffic congestion. You see the 
same posters from last week: another adviso-
ry bake sale, blood donation, club to eventu-
ally join... and a poster about shorts? Recently, 
BSGE’s walls have been adorned with posters 
mimicking the nature of the “In case of fire, do 
not use elevators, use stairs” sign by the eleva-

tors. Instead of advocating for fire safety, how-
ever, the poster states, “In case of severe heat, 
do not use shorts, burn for the sake of boys not 
being distracted instead.” The posters appear 
to be making a statement against the dress code 
in terms of the length of females’ shorts. Sever-
al copies have been taped to the hallway walls, 
girls’ bathroom mirrors and stalls, as well as 

the staircases. Four BSGE students were inter-
viewed and chose to remain anonymous. They 
all agreed that the dress code being based off of 
the concept that “boys will be boys” is ridiculous 
and sexist. However, there were some discrep-
ancies in their opinions on Tanksy and their 
posters. Some students described the posters as 
“courageous,” “striking,” and “a battle for stu-
dent justice.” Whereas others agreed that the 
cause was just, but felt that the means were a 
bit “disrespectful” to “the people who are set-
ting us up for our future education and lives.”

There is an ambiguity in the future of the BSGE 
dress code and infamous act of “gym-short-
ing.” One student optimistically believes that 
the posters are the “beginning of a new change 
at BSGE.” Another states that they will help 
students and faculty find a “middle ground be-
tween a professional atmosphere and sufficient 
freedom.” Whereas another student believes 
that the posters have “set up a negative dy-
namic between the student and faculty so that 
it will be more difficult to change the rules.”

Even though the opinions vary, everyone can 
agree on one question: who is the person be-
hind these sudden posters? The BaccRag has 
traced the mysterious entity to a group un-
der the alias “Tanksy,” and has interviewed 
them via their Instagram page, @tanksynyc.

The description is: “TANKSY: the official move-
ment against dress code & other issues at BSGE. 
group based. BANKSY + TANKTOPS = TANKSY. 
interested in supporting the movement? DM us!”

What inspired you to make the posters?

I have to say, as the summer season ap-
proached and more of my female classmates 
were “caught” for wearing shorts, I began to 
ask myself: why? In essence, shorts are not 
really doing much. They are just wrapped 
around a female’s limbs. Though it is true 
that they are admittedly wrapped around less 
limb than other garments, what is so particu-
larly demeaning about the skin left uncovered? 
Why was it decided that there must be rules 
and regulations for tiny slips of skin? The en-
tire genital area is covered. As I searched for 
an answer from many adults, the general con-
sensus was the same: rules are rules, and as 
a teenager, I wouldn’t be able to understand. 
There is no reasoning behind the rule’s’ exis-
tence in the first place. Thus, I undertook the 
task of parodying the poster by the elevator.

What was your goal in making them?

This movement was very spontaneous, so 
I can’t say that I had a big plan for it. How-
ever, I knew I wanted to communicate my 
opinion to a larger group of people; to not 
keep it in my head or in private conversa-
tions with my friends. As I went on, I came 
to realize that not only was my goal to com-
municate my personal thoughts, but to unify 
a body of people under a cohesive idea which 
would serve the community. We want change.

What is the essence of the Tanksy move-
ment? How would you define it?

For the purposes of this interview, the origi-
nal Tanksy has thus far been responding using 
the first person. But to make this clear, there is 
more than one person. The essence of Tanky 
is a group of people that stands in solidarity 
with females harmed by unequal clothing re-
strictions. Tanksy exists to unify and promote 
change. We extend further than the dress code; 
we eist to promote consensual sexual actions, 
denounce slutshaming and gender stereotyp-
ing, and advocate for rape victims of all genders. 
For now, we exist as an undercover organization 
within BSGE that wants to start a movement.

What are your future endeav-
ors in terms of the dress code?

To a degree, future endeavors are confiden-
tial due to shock value playing a major role 
in most of the events planned for next year. 
Generally, we’re going for a lot of public-
ity. Our goal is to stop the blatantly sexist 
dress code policy by exposing it in its rawest 
form the the BSGE student body. That is all.

Do you have a message for the BSGE community?

Our message would simply be: get involved. 
If  you identify as a girl this affects you. If  
you identify as a boy this affects you. Gym 
shorting/dress code incidents, within this 
school and other schools, aren’t isolated in 
the slightest; they belong to a larger sys-
tem of institutionalized inequality. We are 
all responsible if  we want to see it change.

“If you identify as a 
girl this affects you. 
If you identify as a 
boy this affects you. 
These incidents 
belong to a larger 
system of 
institutionalized 
inequality.”

ASHLEY WANG ‘16
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All Time Low Experience: Tips and 
Tricks on How to Survive a Concert

HANA MEMISEVIC ‘18 AND SAMANTHA VINOYA ‘18

On May 23rd we had the chance to go to an All Time Low Concert 
which also included several performances by Tonight Alive, Issues, and 
State Champs. The crowd was filled with people of all different ages, and 
all the dyed hair made it look extremely colorful. We were lucky enough 
for it to be a beautiful day out but with all the mosh pits, pushing and 
overall lack of personal space we found it hard to keep cool and not get 
dehydrated. Luckily, security guards took water bottles and poked holes 
in it creating a sprinkler/ water fountain for all of us fortunate enough 
to be towards the front. There were some moments we’d thought we 
would die, of thirst, of people trampling over us or even of excitement 
but in the end it was worth it! Coming to wait on line hours before was 
one of the most important things to getting a decent spot in the crowd, 
and a good view despite the height disadvantage. Waitin on line for 
hours isn’t such a drag as long as you’re with your friends and having 
fun. Being on line with hundreds of people with the same taste in music 
as you is also extremely fun and can lead to friendships so don’t be 
scared of interaction! Going to an All Time Low concert was definitely 
the experience of a lifetime. It was a learning experience for future 
concerts and above all, it was extremely fun! For individuals who are 
planning to go to similar concerts, read this article for tips and tricks for 
surviving the concert.

One of the most important things for a general admission concert is be-
ing prepared to wait on line for at least three to four hours, if  you want 
to get a good spot. Waiting on line isn’t as bad as it sounds as long as 
you are on line with other friends or people you could talk to. This also 
makes it easier because someone could stay on line while the other gets 
food or goes to the bathroom. Being a part of this generation, while on 
line you may want to be on your phone the whole time, but this can be 
a bad idea, depending on how much you want to use your phone during 
the concert. You want to use your phone’s battery very wisely, especially 
if  you are using your phone as a camera during the concert. The worst 
feeling would be your phone dying in the middle of recording your 
favorite song.

Phone usage brings us to our next tip: Charge your phone! Your phone 
can not only be essential in taking those precious pictures and videos of 
your favorite band, but it would also be very helpful in the event that 
you and your friends get separated or lost. Just in case, it would be a 
good idea to plan a meeting place for the end of the concert if  anyone 
gets separated from the rest of the group. For taking pictures and videos, 
if  you aren’t willing to use up your precious phone battery or storage, 
then you could bring a small camera, such as a GoPro. Some venues 
don’t allow cameras other than the ones on your phone, so you should 
also check that before going to the concert.

Being strong enough to push your way through and keep your spot is 

also very important. Since from the time you arrive to the time the main 
band begins to perform is hours apart, you need to learn when and how 
to push your way through. Don’t be harsh because then everyone will 
hate you, but there are other ways. Some people crowd surf to make 
their way to the front which can be hard on some other people since 
they tend to kick people in the head or fall on people’s backs. Another 
way to keep your spot or get to the front is to move quickly when you 
see space and make sure to keep your friends close by. Although this is 
hard when you’re enjoying the music, you’ll most likely stay close by 
each other. Make sure to record only a limited number of songs because 
enjoying the music and singing/ screaming out the words is the most 
fun part. If  you try to record a song that puts the crowd into extreme 
party mode and one that causes a lot of crowd surfers, be careful be-
cause your phone can get knocked out of your hands. Sometimes, if  its 
still recording you can still hear the crunching.

Another tip is to stay hydrated both before the concert and during the 
concert. During the concert, you will definitely get dehydrated from all 
the sweating, screaming, singing, and dancing. Most venues will ask you 
to throw out any outside food or beverages before entering so make sure 
to drink lots of water beforehand. The venues usually sell water, but 
it is usually overpriced and would be a hassle to carry. During the All 

Time Low concert, individual water bottles were 
handed out by security guards for everyone in 
the crowd to share, but it was a miracle if  you 
got your hands on it.

Lastly, it is very important to wear appropriate 
clothing. First of all, you want to dress accord-
ingly to the weather. Check the weather in ad-
vance and make sure that you won’t be too cold 
or too hot during the concert. Just remember, 
you will be surrounded by hundreds of other 
very active and sweaty people, so you should 
either dress lightly or in layers. This would make 
it easy to put on and remove the layers, just in 
case the weather changes. This brings up an-
other very important topic of wearing “appro-
priate” clothing. Since you will be very close to 
complete strangers, you want to wear clothing 
that isn’t too exposing, especially if  you plan on 
crowd surfing.

Overall, the All Time Low concert itself was 
amazing. First of all, all of the bands that 

opened up for them did a good job of getting the crowd excited and 
ready for All Time Low to come out. They made sure to connect to both 
their current fans, new fans, and people who weren’t too familiar with 
them. Also, the time in between each set change wasn’t too long, so 
there wasn’t much waiting after waiting on line. After Tonight Alive, 
State Champs, and Issues performed, many people left to go to the back 
because they couldn’t handle it. This made it better for us because it 
made it a lot easier to get closer to the front of the stage. Once All Time 
Low came on, I did get separated from my friends, but I still enjoyed the 
concert a lot. Due to my small size, it was easy for me to fit into smaller 
spaces that were closer to the stage. After singing and dancing along to 
every single song, I was pretty tired, but I wasn’t willing to leave without 
and merchandise. Lining up at the merch stand was a whole other kind 
of horror, but in the end, it was totally worth it. For anyone debating 
over whether or not they should go to a concert, I think it’s definitely an 
experience you won’t want to miss out on. No matter whose concert you 
want to go to, getting to see one of your favorite bands or singers live is 
one of the most amazing and surreal things ever.

Photo Credit: mtv.com (All Time Low)
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BSGE Class of 2015
Laura Agosto will attend Baruch College.

Alyssa Alvarado will attend Hunter College.

Nicholas Anastasio will attend University at Buffalo.

Mariana Arias will attend Queens College. 
The Dream.US Scholarship recipient.

Sumbul Baig will attend Long Island University’s 
Pharmd Program.
Merit Award recipient. Assemblywoman Catherine 
Nolan’s Lamp of Learning Award for Community 
Leadership and Academic Merit recipient.

Steven Becker will attend Binghamton University.

Christopher Birsan will attend Baruch College. 

Grace Camia will attend Carnegie Mellon University.
New York state 2015 Series Scholarship for Academic 
Excellence recipient.

Grant Cannon will attend Gordon College. 
Harold John Ockenga Scholarship recipient. 
Department of Education of the City of New York 
Cooperation in Government Certificate of Recognition 
for Exemplary Service and Outstanding Citizenship 
Recipient.

Gavriela Carver will attend Cornell University. 
New York State 2015 Series Scholarship for Academic 
Excellence recipient. City Council Citation Speaker’s 
Achievement Award for Demonstrating Academic 
Excellence and Commitment to Public Service 
recipient.

Noelani Certuche-Moreno will attend Penn State 
Abington. 
Provost award recipient. Bunton Waller Scholarship 
recipient.

Beverlee Chin will attend Mount Holyoke College.
Mount Holyoke Leadership award recipient. 
Department of Education of the City of New York 
Chancellor’s Honor Roll recipient.

Maisha Chowdhury will attend Stony Brook 
University. 

Sarfaraz Chowdhury will attend Caruch College. 

Derek Chu will attend Marist College’s Honors 
Program. Marist Presidential Scholarship recipient.

Jennifer Cifuentes will attend Fordham University. 
Fordham scholarship recipient. Department of 
Education of the City of New York Chancellor’s Honor 
Roll recipient.

Marcos Delgado will attend City College.

Isaac Diaz will attend Brooklyn College. 

Katie Donohue will attend will attend Binghamton 
University. 

Kara Fallon will attend Binghamton University.

Nahin Ferdousi will attend Lafayette College. 
Lafayette College Scholarship. Senator Michael N. 
Gianaris Certificate of Achievement Award for 
Outstanding Service to the Community recipient.

Nikolaos Filopoulos will attend City College. 

Max Fischman will attend Binghamton University. 

Alexa Frias will attend University of Connecticut 
Storrs. 
U Conn scholarship recipient. Elmezzi Foundation 
Scholarship recipient.

Adela Goldsmith will attend Smith College. 

Andres Gomes will attend Binghamton University. 

Lauren Hallisssey will attend Fordham university. 
Fordham scholarship recipient. Council of School 
Supervisors and Administrators of the City of New 
York Student Leadership Award recipient.

Joleyne Herrera will attend Syracuse University’s 
College of Visual and Performing Arts. Syracuse 
University Scholarship recipient.

Heng ( Jonathan) Ho will attend University at Buffalo. 
State of New York Office of the State Comptroller 
Achievement Award recipient.

Eric Jenkeleit will attend University at Albany.

Nathalia Joshua will attend Fuffalo State College. 

Joseph Kates will attend Binghamton University. 

Emily Kerins will attend Fordham university. 
Fordham scholarship recipient.
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College Destinations
Kylie Lang will attend Macaulay Honors Program at 
City College. Macaulay Honors full tuition scholarship. 
Macaulay Honors Opportunity grant recipient. De-
partment of Education of the City of New York Chan-
cellor’s Honor roll recipient.

Katie Law will attend SUNY Geneseo.
Department of Education of the City of New York 
Cooperation in Government Certificate of Recognition 
for Exemplary Service and Outstanding Citizenship 
recipient.

Joseline Marin will attend Hunter College. 
The Dream US Scholarship recipient. State of New 
York Office of the State Comptroller Achievement 
Award recipient.

Elio Megaro will attend Albany College of Pharmacy 
and Health Sciences. Albany College of Pharmacy and 
Health Sciences Scholarship recipient. Trustee phar-
macy scholarship recipient. Assemblywoman 
Catherine Nolan’s Lamp of Learning Award for Com-
munity Leadership and Academic Merit recipient.

Aisa Mrkulic will attend St. John’s University’s 
PharmD Program. St. John’s University’s Scholastic 
Excellence Scholarship recipient. Hugh Carey award 
recipient. Department of Education of the City of New 
York Chancellor’s Honor Roll recipient.

Omar Nasr will attend Carnegie Mellon University. 
Carnegie Mellon Grant recipient. Senator Michael N. 
Gianaris Certificate of Achievement Award for Out-
standing Service to the 
Community recipient.

Mariam Nersisyan will attend Queens College.

Safiya Noel will attend Barnard College. 
Barnard College Scholarship Recipient. State of New 
York Office of the State Comptroller Achievement 
Award Recipient.

Paulina Nowakowski will attend Baruch College’s 
Dean’s Scholar Program. Baruch College Full Tuition 
Scholarship recipient. Study abroad grant recipient. 
Comptroller of the City of New York Student 
Achievement Award recipient.

Savannah Ochoa will attend Quinnipiac University.
Dean’s Scholarship Recipient. Quinnipiac University 
Award recipient.

Amar Omeragic will attend University at Buffalo. 

Emir Omeragic will attend University at Albany. 

Himansu Pal will attend Brooklyn College. 

Taro Shima will attend Brown University. 

Andrea Soto will attend Baruch College. 

Briana Spariosu will attend University at Buffalo. 

Lydia Stetson will attend Babson College. 
Babson College Diversity Award recipient. Richard 
Welling Alumni Association Outstanding Citizenship 
Service and Leadership in the Student Government 
Organization Award recipient.

Bradley Stewart will attend Hobart College. 
Hobart and William Smith Grant recipient. Depart-
ment of Education of the City of New York 
Chancellor’s Honor Roll recipient.

Ajile Sullivan will attend University at Albany. 
Association of Black Educators of New York Human 
Service Award recipient.

Francesca Tan will attend Macaulay Honors College at 
City College. Macaulay Honors Full Tuition Scholar-
ship recipient.

Nicholas Tan will attend Brooklyn College’s BA/MD 
program. Brooklyn College BA/MD Honor’s Academy 
Scholarship recipient. New York state 2015 Series 
Scholarship for Academic Excellence recipient. City 
Council Citation Speaker’s Achievement Award for 
Demonstrating Academic Excellence and Commitment 
to Public Service recipient.

Nadia Teima will attend Lafayette College. Lafayette 
College  Scholarship recipient. Department of Educa-
tion of the City of New York Hackett Medal recipient.

Katherine Tieu will attend Stony Brook University. 

Ricardo Torres will attend New York City Tech 
College. 

Aamel Unia will attend University at Buffalo. 
University at Buffalo International Merit Scholarship 
recipient.

Joshua Vaiman will attend University at Albany.

Raiaan Valli will attend Queens College.

Ilan Wiernik will attend Binghamton University. 

Sze Yuen will attend Stony Brook University.
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This past year has been a lesson in learn-
ing that things are never impossible. It is pos-
sible to survive moving away from home and 
its comforts. It is possible for a New York-
er to have fun in Cleveland. It is possible 
for a BSGE graduate to completely switch 
gears and become an engineering major.

None of these things were particularly easy to 
learn, however. I felt ready to return to my par-
ents forever when early in the first semester, I 
had a terrible ear infection that required a visit 
to the ER one night. I spent a few hours crying 
on the phone with my parents, partly because 
of the pain and partly because I realized adults 
have to take care of their own health. 

“I now have a sup-
port network of 
college and high 
school friends 
spanning half the 
country.”
I eventually got the help I needed and even bet-

ter, began a friendship with one of my best 
friends when she accompanied me to the hospi-
tal and bought me ice cream afterwards.

While it is often hard being on your own, it is 
also incredibly fun. I like being able to decide 
what I do and when I do it. Being totally re-
sponsible for every detail of your day-to-day 
life is exhilarating. After only a year away, I feel 
a little more comfortable with the prospect of 
growing up. However, you soon learn that be-
ing on your own is not an endeavor actually 
undertaken on your own.  The people I have 
met at school are, simply put, fun. There is al-
ways someone planning a 3 AM adventure. A 
friend is always around to make doing copious 
amounts of homework amusing. Furthermore, 
I now have a support network of college and 
high school friends spanning half the country.
I remember how I felt a year ago, in the weeks 
leading up to graduation. Panicking about leav-
ing the school I had attended for what seemed 
like a lifetime, I began doubting all the decisions 
I had made. Was I absolutely sure I wanted to 
study engineering? Why did I think it would be a 
good idea to move to Ohio? The big changes that 
lay before me were extremely frightening. I don’t 
think there is a way to make them less so, but I 
have found that the terrifying decisions were the 
most rewarding. I have not regretted them for a 
second. Right now, I cannot wait for the next few 
years and what else I will discover is possible. 

Word from the Real World
ERIN CAMIA ‘14
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Students’ Summer Plans
JUSTIN HAMLIN ‘17

As this school year winds down, many BSGE students have started thinking about what they want 
to do over the summer. Students from all grades have interesting plans.

- Scott Seigel ‘20 is going to study history at the Johns Hopkins Center for Talented Youth (CTY).
- Emma Van Bergen ‘19 will travel to Oxford University to study photography and conspiracy 
theories
- Ben Bagbek ‘18 will be a teen advisor for Junior Scholastic, writing opinionated articles on vari-
ous topics.
- Emily Costa ‘17 plans to experience a Chinese language and cultural immersion program in 
Beijing.
- Angelica Benares ‘16 will participate in and help lead a youth seminar in Rome about conflict 
and resolution.
- Beverlee Chin ‘15 obtained a paid internship lasting for the next four summers with Crown Me-
dia/Hallmark Channel. This summer, she will be in their Ad Sales Marketing department.

All of these activities involve highly competitive application processes. As the teenage population 
continues to grow, programs and jobs become more difficult to get into, but these students and 
many more were able to gain admission. Hopefully everyone, regardless of their activities, has an 
enjoyable summer.

Want to put 
ads in The 
Bacc Rag?
Contact 
BSGE’s 
Business Club

Members! 



  June 2015            BSGE’s Official Buzz                     Page 9

Teacher of the Month: 
Mr. Scott Laskowski

MURTAZA ALI ‘20 AND DANIEL SAHR ‘20

Where did you grow up?

I grew up in Buffalo, NY which is about 20 
min. from Niagara Falls.

What were you like as a kid?  What did you 
like to do?

I liked playing sports, I went outside and 
played every day. I also loved playing video 
games on the weekend.

When did you develop your love for science?

My 12th grade teacher was really inspiring 
but he was very passionate about physics and 
it showed in his work. He also looked like 
Albert Einstein, his hair was really frizzy, and 
I think he purposely styled it that way. 

What college did you go to?

University of Buffalo.

What type of student were you? Would you 
meet the standards that you hold for your 
students?

I was a hard working student, I generally got 
A’s on my report card. The school that I went 
to was nowhere as rigorous as this school is, 
but at the same time, teaching was also differ-
ent. Instructors didn’t put as much effort into 
their lessons and the standards were lower, 
so it was easier to get straight A’s. I would not 
fare as well here if  I did the same amount of 
work that I did there, but had I been asked to, 
I think that I would have risen to the expecta-
tions of my teachers.

What was your first teaching job and where 
was it?

My first teaching job was at a middle school in 
Buffalo, and I was teaching 7th grade physical 
science, just like I am today.

What was your dream job as a kid?

At a very young age, I decided that I wanted to 
be a garbage man because I liked to play with 
toy trucks, especially ones with lots of moving 
parts, buttons to press and levers to pull. As I 
grew older, I turned into somewhat of a ger-
mophobe and now realized that dealing with 
trash probably wouldn’t be be as fun as I once 
thought it would.

What is your favorite part of BSGE?

I really enjoy working with students that put 
forward their best effort and are interested in 

furthering their education.
Where do you like to go on vacation? Do you 
like to go to warmer places or colder places 
for vacation?

I’m not really fond of very warm places and 
I don’t like the beach because I burn easily. I 
generally like more temperate locations.

What are your favorite things? (Sports Teams, 
Bands, etc.)

I am a really big sports fan, my favorite teams 
are the LA Lakers, the Cincinnati Bengals (ap-
parently because my favorite color was orange 
at the age of 5), and the Buffalo Bills. My 
favorite band at the moment is a band called 
“The National”, and I listen to their albums 
more than any others.

If  you won the lottery, what is the first thing 
you would do?

If I hit the lottery, I would enroll in some sort 
of culinary academy and learn how to cook 
food that is actually appetizing.

Do you play video games? If  so, what is your 
personal favorite?

I have always loved to play video games, my 
first system was the ATARI when I was very 
young, and my favorite two games growing 
up were Mike Tyson’s Punch-Out!! and The 
Legend of Zelda for the NES, both of which I 
received for Christmas... the best Christmas 
ever!

Is there any one thing that students do that 
annoy you?

The one thing I like the least is when a stu-
dent or anyone in general lies. I would rather 
people tell me the truth even if  it disappoints 
me than have them lie to me.

If  you were stranded on an island and could 
bring any one science tool with you, which 
one would you bring? Which teacher would 
you bring (not your wife, nice try)?

If I was stranded on an island, I would bring 
a teleportation device, problem solved. I 
wouldn’t take a teacher because the teleporta-
tion device only takes one person.

Who is your favorite superhero?

The Hulk.

If  you could have any one superpower, which 
one would you have?

Teleportation, in case I get stuck on an island.

How does it feel to be the first teacher to be 
interviewed twice by the Bacc Rag as teacher 
of the month?

It makes me feel old! Guess I’ve been here for 
a long time.

JASMINE SHUM ‘20
For most students, the end of the school year is an 
event of celebration and only means that sum-
mer vacation is coming closer and closer. The 
end of school seems so near, only about a month 
left. After that, it’s freedom for more than two 
months, without too much stress and worrying 
about assignments. After the state tests in many 
schools, students’ learning aren’t as rigorous as in 
the beginning of the year. However, this doesn’t 
seem to be the case for many students in BSGE.

Especially for BSGE students, it may seem like 
the end of the school year brings an overload 
of tests, assignments, projects, essays, and 
more. All of these things combined in differ-
ent subjects can make for a lot of time spent 
doing schoolwork. Despite it being benefi-
cial for learning, it can be detrimental to stu-
dents’ anxiety and the amount of energy 
they have to last them the entire school day.

Despite the fact that stress can actually help 
m o t i -
vate a 
student 
to do 
b e t -
ter in 
school, 
t o o 
m u c h 
s t r e s s 
c a n 
make it 
h a r d -
er for 
c o n -

centration skills. People can have their so-
cial lives deteriorate with too much go-
ing on in their academic lifestyle.

According to the American Psychological Asso-
ciation, forty-five percent of teens were stressed 
by school pressures. Some teens in BSGE are prob-
ably in this percentage of stressed teens from all 
the work they have been getting, especially in the 
upper grades, having to fulfill the requirements 
for achievingan IB diploma. Reading documents, 
making study guides for tests, and fully under-
standing the topics taught are probably some 
of the things students here are familiar with.

Students in BSGE have to deal with many differ-
ent things that usual students don’t. For example, 
they have more critical thinking work and have 
to work on having this sort of mindset to suc-
ceed. Also, they have to get community service 
hours, as well as CAS hours by the upper grades 
in high school. These are just some of the rea-
sons the BSGE community may have more anxi-
ety as they schedule the upcoming due dates for 
assignments, or study for the upcoming tests.

BSGE is honestly a great school, when it comes 
to the desire to learn and be connected with 
a community of people. For students out-
side of this school, it may seem intimidat-
ing or exaggerated that anxiety would con-
tinue increasing as the school year ends. 
However, this is something that must be ac-
cepted in order to become an IB student.

Ending the School 
Year

“forty-five per-
cent of teens 
were stressed 
out by school 
pressures”
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Which Zodiac Sign Does 
Your Teacher Have?

VIVIAN YAN ‘16

No longer something which is read commonly 
in the daily newspapers, zodiac signs have been 
appearing on social media such as Tumblr 
blogs and Instagram posts. When people think 
of zodiac signs, they usually think of the daily 
horoscopes which predict how their day will 
go, and you might have noticed the “Capri-
corn” needlepoint hanging in the art room. But 
what exactly are zodiac signs?

Zodiac signs are assigned to a person based 
on their birthday and whether or not it falls 
within a month and date range. A zodiac cusp 
like BSGE Music teacher Ms. Nikkolos, who is 
both a Scorpio and a Sagittarius, is when their 
birthday falls in between two zodiac signs’ 
month and date ranges, so they qualify as 
two zodiac signs. As Ms. Nikkolos said, zodiac 
cusps have “the best qualities of each sign.” A 
person’s zodiac sign is used by some to deter-
mine their personality and love compatibility.
People who are cynical about the credibility of 
zodiac signs as a determining factor in person-

ality argue that the personality traits of zodiac 
signs are so common that they can be applied 
to many people. For example, it is supposedly 
likely that someone born in the month of late 
September to October is also someone who is 
neat. The personality traits of zodiac signs are 
versatile, because being “neat” is vague and it 
can be applied to almost anything. The per-
sonality of a Virgo is typically being neat and 
organized. However, being neat and organized 

may not necessarily mean that they have neat 
handwriting, but they can also be neat and or-
ganized in other aspects like having a clean 
room, dressing in well presented clothes, or 
having good table manners. This heightens the 
likelihood of a person agreeing with the traits 
of their zodiac sign, but it may only be a co-
incidence. Math teacher Jim Napolitano said, 
“I don’t believe in Zodiac signs.  Constellations 
are in continuous movement to one another, so 
the so-called Zodiac is not constant. In other 
words, it’s nonsense. That being said, if  you must 
know, I’m a Gemini (whatever that means).”

Whether or not the characteristics of zodiac 
signs are true, they can still be fun. Below is a 
list of some of the BSGE teachers’ zodiac signs:

Aries (March 21-April 19): Ms. Bullock, Mr. 
Laskowski

Gemini (May 21-June 20): Mr. Lakhaney, Mr. 
Mehan, Mr. Napolitano

Cancer ( June 21-July 22): Ms. Hunter

Virgo (August 23-September 22): Ms. Dikes

Libra (September 23-October 22): Ms. Mihal-
ache, Dr. Helfenbein

Scorpio (October 23-November 21): Mr. Stone

Scorpio and Sagittarius cusp: Ms. Nikkolos

Sagittarius (November 22-December 21): Mr. 
Rajiv, Mr. Giraldo, Mr. Anderson

Capricorn (December 22-January 19): Ms. 
You, Mr. Shantanu, Ms. Schwarz, Mr. Sheri-
dan

Aquarius ( January 20-Feburary 18): Sra. 
Africano

Pisces (February 19-March 20): Mr. Heine, 
Ms. Lambrini

Photo Credit: eliassen.us

Lasko’s 
Lovely Labs

ALLEN WANG ‘20

With the school year drawing to a near end, 
BSGE seventh graders are getting a taste of the 
kind of work they must do further on in their 
BSGE career. A good example of this would 
be the recent two lab reports assigned in sci-
ence class. Unlike anything a seventh grader 
has ever done before, the lab reports certain-
ly had an effect on how students viewed their 
workloads, be it a positive or negative one.

Starting off with an in-class lab experiment, 
students must collect reliable data, and then 
produce a report that interprets, draws con-
clusions from, and reflects on their collected 
data. With the entire process and report being 
a rather lengthy process, some students who 
are still adapting to their new environment and 
workload see this as a good thing, while others 
are happy to get this leg of the race over with.

Despite some of the negative opinions 
on the report and its process, the major-
ity of seventh graders consider it benefi-
cial to their future academic career, writing 
abilities, and even time management skills.
A student in the seventh grade who wished 
to be kept anonymous said that “the lab re-
port’s process helped refine time management 
abilities, and helped greatly because the lab 
gives a good insight for what seventh grad-
ers have to do in future years, and helps stu-
dents to prepare for whatever that will be.”

Additionally, Amit Sarker ‘20 said that the “lab 
report was very time consuming, but it also 
helped because now it is easier to manage time, 
after facing so much pressure from the lab re-
port.” Furthermore, another anonymous sev-
enth grader stated that “the lab report was rather 
stressful, but the overall project and process of 
the lab report did help with our writing abilities.”

Nonethe-
less, some 
other stu-
dents think 
otherwise. 
An anony-
mous stu-
dent said 
that the 
“lab report 
d o e s n ’ t 
quite do 
much to 
help with 
anything, 
and it is a 
waste of 
time in ret-
rospect .” 
T h o u g h 

some may think this, the overall vibe from 
the seventh grade is that the lab is quite ben-
eficial. It is evident that most seventh grad-
ers did in fact benefit from these experiences.

In conclusion, though the lab report can 
be tedious, the end result of complet-
ing one can still be viewed as a good thing.

“it was time 
consuming, 
but now it 
is easier to 
manage time, 
after facing  
the pressure 
from the lab.”

“...constellations 
are in continu-
ous movement, the 
so-called Zodiac 
is not constant. In 
other words, it’s 
nonsense.”
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Editorial: Students Preparing 
for College; Too Busy to Prepare 
for Life

MAHAUT BROOKS ‘16
Throughout this school year college applica-
tions have loomed ominously over our heads. 
We Juniors are told we need to start thinking 
about how appealing we will be to colleges 
which means not only worrying about our 
grades and our SAT scores but also partaking 
in extracurricular activities (for CAS hours). 
One scenario we are presented with over and 
over again is if  two people apply to a presti-
gious college, have perfect SAT scores, perfect 
grades but one of them didn’t do much outside 
school and the other joined lots of different 
clubs and engaged in various activities outside 
school the latter will be accepted. Not only are 
teenagers expected to perform off the charts 
in school but to be socially, creatively and 
physically fit. Colleges are looking for leaders, 

“College applications 
dictate our hobbies 
and our already lim-
ited free time...with 
so much of their time 
snatched from them, 
students have very 
little time to relax, 
think, to feel sad, to 
reflect, make mis-
takes, waste time or 
be bored which, in 
my opinion, is cru-
cial to development.”

 

virtuosos, accomplished athletes; charismatic, 
“interesting”, ideal individuals. In other words 
they are looking for evidence of a so-called de-
fined identity, a “strong personality”. To me 
that expression makes no sense. It’s ridiculous 
because not only do colleges have a narrow cri-
teria for people they are looking for these insti-
tutions also expect people to define their per-
sonality in a way that is not possible and maybe 
not desirable at such a young age. Peoples’ per-
sonalities are never clear and simple enough to 
convey in a couple sheets of paper. Therefore 
to satisfy colleges’ expectations we are forced 
to put together a false narrative and create a 
character out of ourselves, as if  we were selling 
an idea.

This year a variety of clubs have sprung up 
to supply the CAS hours necessary to impress 
colleges. Part of creating and joining clubs is 
specializing yourself and sticking to something 

your interested in and another is demonstrating 
you are a well-rounded individual. Again it’s 
tied into this notion of proving you’re “some-
one” to colleges. Additionally, because the accu-
mulation of CAS hours requires the documen-
tation of a supervisor it often involves group 
activities and creates pressure for individuals 
to be constantly social. College applications 
dictate our hobbies and our already limited 
free time. Rather than writing on one’s own, a 
11th grader is forced to allocate his or her time 
to taking a group writing class. Of course, stu-
dents get to choose what CAS hour activity suits 
them but the activities which can be properly 
documented are limited and may limit some 
peoples’ ability to continue their personal hob-
bies (such as writing in a journal, drawing at 
home, maintaining a blog). Also, with so much 
of their time snatched from them, students have 
very little time to relax, think, to feel sad, to 
reflect, make mistakes, waste time or be bored 
which in my opinion is crucial to development.

The college application process has changed 
drastically (since our parents were young), 
deeply affecting students’ lives. Clearly a more 
efficient community is developing. But are we 
really more engaged with life? When we have 
no time to have a bad day, no time to experi-
ence life on a emotional level? We may be get-
ting stuff done, but what kind of memories will 
we have when we are adults; will our teenage 
years just be a blur of monotonous work? What 
kind of nostalgic reminiscences, what kind of 
sentimental stories could we possibly have to 
tell? How can we truly understand ourselves 
and figure out the course of our lives when we 
are so distracted with proving we are the per-
sons we are expected to be? When will be out 
of the the system, how will we know what to 
do when thus far we’ve had someone telling us 
what to do 24/7? How will we handle freedom 
and decision making when we’ve never been 
exposed to it? The only thing we see at the end 
of the tunnel is college, and we never stop to 
think about the bigger picture. We are under 
the illusion that college is life, this is what we 
are preparing for. We are never to question it 
and we never have time to stop and think about 
what is truly relevant to us and, this might 
sound cheesy, what path we want to take in life.

I am not suggesting some sort of dramatic re-
bellion (although a revolution seems already to 
be on its way as more and more colleges are 
changing their policies and attitudes towards 
the application process) I am just proposing that 
we stop and think for ourselves a little bit. A part 
of me often gets an ominous sensation that the 
education system is churning out a generation 
of perfect identical robots. But that’s just me.

Farewell Michael 
Vlahovic!

Michael Vlahovic, a temporary member of 
BSGE’s staff, is now leaving our school. He stayed 
at BSGE for over a month and was an assistant to 
Mr. Rajiv, the French teacher. He is in a Teach-
er Certification Program and is training to be 
a French teacher. As a requirement in the pro-
gram, he was required to do “fieldwork,” which 
in this case was getting hands-on experience in 
a school. Upon being asked why he chose BSGE 
for his fieldwork, he said “I was interested in 
seeing classes that were taught by good teachers 
and exceptional students.” When asked what he 
will do once he leaves BSGE, he said that he will 
complete the Certification Program and then 
go on to find a position of his own as a French 
teacher. During his time at BSGE, students have 
enjoyed his company and believe he has done 
well as a French teacher. “He came in at the ex-
press interest of becoming a French teacher” 
says French teacher Mr. Rajiv, “and he decid-
ed to come and train as a French teacher.” He 
worked in Mr. Rajiv’s room, helping out with 
small things and sometimes taking over full les-
sons. He had been praised by both students and 
teachers on how supportive and helpful he is. 
“He helped out with written assignments and 
class work, so when Mr. Rajiv is working with 
other students, [he] would come around to oth-
ers so it’s double the help,” according to Andrea 
V ‘19. Outside the classroom, Mr. Vlahovic is 
a multitalented person who is fluent in several 
languages and very well-traveled. He was born 
in California and learned to be fluent in French 
while in college and also had the opportunity 
to travel to France. He has also also been to Af-
rica, the French Caribbean, and China. When 
he came back to the US, he received a Master’s 
degree in Applied Linguistics, which relates to 
language learning and teaching. We will miss 
Mr. Vlahovic after he leaves BSGE and we hope 
he is successful with his future endeavors.

ABHAY BISHT ‘20
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(Ms. Shen Retires, continued from page 1)

Ms. Shen’s desire to look out for those around 
her left a lasting impression on Art teacher Lu-
cas Sheridan who commented; “She’s wonder-
ful. When I got here 4 years ago, she helped 
me navigate and transition to this school.”

Ms. Shen’s talents and interests are many and 
varied. Ms. Dikes stated that she thought Ms. 
Shen was the “best dressed person in the build-
ing…and the most stylish. She makes all her 
own clothes. She’s also an awesome teacher an 
awesome person and an awesome presence.”

College Counselor Peter Wilson said he believed 
that Ms. Shen was “the best example of what 
we have in teaching, …she really helped create 
the global sensibility in the school and helped 
develop the excitement our students have for 
learning language which is rare in schools.”

Though she’s been teaching for decades, Ms. 
Shen also takes it upon herself to learn new 
and unfamiliar things like Fantasy Basketball. 
She joined a league with BSGE staff members 
and had to learn all about basketball statistics 
and how they applied to playing Fantasy Bas-
ketball. She said “playing fantasy basketball 
with my fellow teachers is my fondest memo-
ry of all. It helped me get through this brutal 
winter and had something to laugh about ev-
ery day. Even though I didn’t get into playoffs, I 
won something I didn’t even know the name of 
--- basically ‘I am the winner of all the losers’”

When thinking back to past BSGE students who 
stood out in her memory. She recalled seeing 
IB test scores in the summer of 2009 when she 
saw that her student, Malorie Mo ’09 received 
a 7 in Chinese, a first for BSGE, it brought 
tears to her eyes. She told future students 
that they should try to become Malorie #2.

In 2014, three more students received 7s on the 
IB Chinese exam, two of whom were not native 
speakers of the language. Seeing Francisco Barros, 
Elizabeth Kwon (the non native Chinese speak-
ers) and Raymond Fu receive 7s  were among 
the happiest moments of her teaching career.

Ms. Shen also fondly recalled teaching Mat-
thew Grey ’11. She said that he loved to learn 
the language and never concerned himself 
with getting a 7. He just loved to learn the lan-

guage. She said he would seek out every op-
portunity to practice his Chinese even strik-
ing up conversations with random people on 
the 7 train. Once he even had a chance en-
counter with someone who knew Ms. Shen. 
She advised him not to talk to strangers.

She is also proud of the impact learning Chinese 

at BSGE has had on students on their lives after 
BSGE. One student, Ariel Friedman ’10, majored 
in college in Chinese language and literature, 
studied in China for a semester, and spent an-
other year in China with a Chinese government 
scholarship studying at Nanjing University.

Ms. Friedman said being Ms. Shen’s student 
made her look forward to going to Chinese 
class and after graduating from high school 
“there was no question in my mind that Chi-
nese was something I wanted to continue in 
college.” Rather than study Biology, she de-
cided to declare her Chinese language and 
literature major after her freshman year.”

The bonds students form with their for-
eign language teachers at BSGE becomes 
particularly strong because they can 
have the same teacher for multiple years.

Ms. Friedman concluded that Ms. Shen 
was “pretty much solely responsible for my 
post-BSGE trajectory” and added, “I don’t 
know where I’d be today without Ms. Shen. 
I know my life is infinitely richer for hav-
ing had the privilege of being her student.”

Another one of her former students, Erin 
Camia ’14 also felt Ms. Shen had a great im-
pact on her. She said, “there were only 20 kids 
in my Chinese class and she was our teacher 
for 5 years so she got to know us personally 
and vice versa. She not only sparked my inter-
est in the language, but the culture of China as 
well, which is why I’m continuing to take Chi-
nese in college and planning to study abroad.”

Her current students were saddened to hear 
the news of her departure. Riya Saha ’17 
said, “I will miss her. She was quite sup-
portive about a lot of things. She made class 
fun. Whenever students were struggling she 
knew exactly how to pinpoint the problem.”

Jenny Tieu ’17 shared a similar sentiment. 
She added, “I will miss her so much. Ms. 
Shen always had good ways to get us in-
volved in the language and culture. You could 
tell she worked really hard on her lessons.”

Ms. Shen also avidly recollects all the times 
students at BSGE who were not learn-
ing Chinese and did not speak it would try 
to speak with her in the hallways in Chi-
nese. They often didn’t know the meanings 
of what they said but they still proudly tried.

She says, “one year students yelled out 
each time when they saw me: Han Bao 
Bao  ( hamburger ) , shubao (backpack).

“The funniest one was ‘Ni hao ma? wo 
hen hao. xiexie. ni ne, wo ye hen hao xiex-
ie’  (How are you? I am fine. Thank you. 
How about you? I am fine, too. Thank you!)

“I don’t know how they  remembered those lines.”

Ms. Shen’s personal philosophy about her 
work is best summed up by her favorite quote 
that she refers to often and can be found at 
the bottom of all her emails. “Choose a job 
you love, and you will never have to work a 
day in your life.” –Confucius. When you hear 
Ms. Shen talk about her time at BSGE, it’s 
clear that she hasn’t worked a day in 13 years.

The Buzz: If You Could 
Take a Regents Exam 
In a Non-School 
Subject, What Would 
It Be?

“Doctor Who trivia for sure, I’d get 100%!” 
Nicole R. ‘18

“Doors.” Rafi D. ‘19

“Crime Shows because I watch those more 
than I study.” Tatiana E. ‘18

“They often didn’t 
know the mean-
ings of what they 
said but they still 
proudly tried.”



MOSHAN  GUO ‘17
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Students Distraught Over Chinese 
Program Ending

After hearing the news about Ms. Shen’s retire-
ment from BSGE, Chinese students felt sadness 
but quickly wondered about who their new 
Chinese teacher would be. The answer they 
received was as unexpected as it was absurd 
to them. BSGE is planning to end its Chinese 
program and instead of continuing Chinese 
with another teacher, all of the students will 
be transferred to taking Language B French.

Currently there students in grades 7, 9, and 
10 taking Chinese. For 7th graders, who have 
only taken Chinese for a year, the transition 
to taking French class will be easier and they 
have a lot more time to learn a new language. 
However, for the high school students, espe-
cially the sophomores, the transition is expect-
ed to make a huge impact. “The fact that I’ve 
taken four years of a language and am now 
being told I have to start all over again is ab-
solutely absurd,” said Danielle Bahnasy ‘17.

An email by Ms. Johnson was sent out to BSGE 
parents regarding the school’s new decision to 
move away Language B Chinese. “This deci-
sion is geared toward strengthening our IB Di-
ploma Program and the future goal of students 
learning two languages,” Ms. Johnson said in 
her email. 9th and 10th grade students are 
scheduled to take French ab initio for the rest 
of their time in BSGE. “French ab initio is a two 
year introductory IB Diploma course designed 
for students who need to switch languages in 
high school. The achievement of students on 
the French IB Diploma assessments supports 
this decision. This course will still permit these 
students to be eligible for the IB Diploma.”

Many Chinese students were strongly against 
this idea. “A year and a half worth of French 
is not enough to pursue the language,” said 
Elizabeth Levkovich, ‘17, “we’re kind of risk-
ing the exams we have to take senior year and 
all the perspective we had of taking Chinese 
isbeing completely changed and transformed.” 
When several of the 10th graders went to 
Ms. Johnson to complain about the issue, 
they were told by her that the school has al-
ready been looking for a new Chinese teacher 
3 to 4 times, but failed to find one success-
fully. Instead, the school will be looking for 
a new French teacher to replace Ms. Shen. “I 
think it’s really unfair and kind of pointless 
because we took 4 years of Chinese, so we 
didn’t master Chinese. But now, we’re going to 
take French and we’re never going to master 
French in 2 years. We’re basically stuck be-
tween two languages that we’re never going to 
be able to use in our life if  we don’t master 
it,” said Aardarsh Devkota ‘17. It turned out 
that instead of intending to hire a full-time 
Chinese teacher to continue Chinese class at 
BSGE, the school tried to look for a teacher 
who is willing to work part-time at the school 
to teach Chinese for only 2 years—until the 
current 10th graders finish taking the Chinese 
IB Exam in their senior year. In other words, 
it was already decided that Language B Chi-
nese would eventually be eliminated regard-
less of whether there was a Chinese teacher.

Many students wanted to make their voices 

clear about getting a new Chinese teacher 
and keeping Chinese class in BSGE. Some even 
took it to another level by creating a petition 
on Change.org. So far, more than 200 people 
signed the petition online. “I am signing this 
because it is completely necessary. The idea 
that the kids who have been taking Chinese 
for a series of 4 years now have to change a 
language is beyond ridiculous. The effort that 
we put to learn the language will be put to 
waste due to the fact that the announcement 
was made so abruptly. Ms. Shen has been 
able to provide us with a proper foundation 
and it is beyond me that there has been no 
effort made to even try to think of an alter-
native in getting a new teacher,” said Stella 
Pandis, ‘17, “we Chinese speaking students 
should get the opportunity to finish our aca-
demic career in BSGE by fully learning the 
language. It goes against all values of BSGE 
to drop a subject we have studied in depth in 
only because we did not try hard enough.”

On June 9, during the PTA meeting, a group of 
angry parents complained about the situation. 
“My son is a student at BSGE who has been 
taking Chinese and he deserves to be able to 
continue his studies for the next 3 years,” said 
one BSGE Parent. Besides complaining to the 
school, several students and parents also went 
about contacting people in the Department of 
Education outside of the building such as Juan 

Mendez , 
the Su-
perinten-
dent of 
B S G E ’ s 
s c h o o l 
d i s t r i c t .

Elizabeth 
Levkovich 
also said, 
“We were 
told that 
no one is 
a c t u a l ly 
a c t i v e l y 
l o o k -
ing for a 
C h i n e s e 
t e a ch e r. 
W e ’ r e 
kind of 
w a i t i n g 
for some-
one to 

reach out for us, and I don’t personally think 
that we, as students, should have the respon-
sibility or feel like we have the obligation to 
look for a Chinese teacher. I think that it’s the 
school’s responsibility to go out and find a 
teacher.” For the sake of “strengthening our IB 
Diploma Program,” the school is losing its ini-
tial goal of preparing the students for lifelong 
learning. Instead of trying to provide students 
with a full 6-year language class that will en-
able them to be able to communicate with 
more people in the future, it seems that the sole 
purpose of introducing a new French teacher 
is to get the students to complete an IB Exam.

“I’ve taken 
four years of 
a language 
and am now 
being told I 
have to start 
all over 
again”

BSGE 
Running Club 
Runs McCar-
ren 5K Race

THE BACC RAG STAFF
Members from BSGE’s running club ran in the 
McCarren 5K at McCarren Park in Brooklyn 
on Saturday May 30th. The run was orga-
nized by NYCRUNS and benefitted St. Nicks 
Alliance. BSGE’s running club had been meet-
ing and training together twice a week for 
almost three months prior to the event. Each 
week the club, composed of both students and 
staff members, followed a training regimen 
at Astoria Park. The regimen was designed to 
help participants go from a lifestyle of very 
little physical activity to be in good enough 
shape to run a 5k. The Running Club was 
new this year but will continue in September.

Mr. Anderson, Mr. David-Lang, Betsy Mo-
rales, Eammon Kelsall, Kohen Rahman, 
Aadarsh Dekvota, Ms. Schwarz, Ms. Rabines, 
Brandon Chu (Left to right)

BSGE Donated a record 39 pints of blood in 
June Blood Drive. This was in addition to the 
32 pints collected earlier in the year. Overall 
this is the most blood BSGE has donated over 
the course of the year. The New York Blood 
Center plans to give one BSGE senior a $500 
college scholarship as well.

39 Pints of Blood 
Donated in June 
Blood Drive



  June 2015      BSGE’s Official Buzz                     Page 14

Comic: Earth Lab Part V
by Mahaut Brooks ‘16
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Lady Sting Ends 2015 Season
MAYA JUMAN ‘16

BSGE’s varsity softball team has concluded what many consider to 
be its most successful season yet. Despite being eliminated by Robert 
H. Goddard High School in the first round of PSAL’s B Division play-
offs, Lady Sting won its division, Queens B I, for the first time in BSGE 
history, with a season record of 15-1. Lady Sting was ranked #2 in 
Queens entering the postseason. “The 2015 season was the best sea-
son that BSGE has ever seen,” said co-captain Nina Don ‘16. “It was 
fun. We played more efficiently than we had in previous years. It went 
well especially considering we lost some experienced players last year.”

However, the season celebrations are far from over for the team. Lady 
Sting held its annual barbeque and friendly alumni game at Maurice Park 
on June 3rd, and is planning to hold a sports dinner before the school year 
ends. “I am beyond proud of this team,” said co-captain Rakia Islam ‘16. 
“We worked hard and we played softball - that’s what matters more than 
anything, and I think that’s why it’s such a valuable experience being a 
part of Lady Sting.” There were many highlights for the players this sea-
son, both on and off the field. Most of the girls agreed that one of the best 
moments was raising money for and ordering personalized team wind-
breakers. “Getting a new piece of sting swag was especially exciting,” 
Nina commented. Until next spring, Lady Sting!

The team, coaches and alumni at the annual barbeque. Photo Credit: 
Lauren Katzenstein
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Goodbye Class of 2015!

LYDIA STETSON ‘15
To give one last final goodbye to BSGE’s Class of 2015, The Bacc Rag 
collected quotes from seniors about their final thoughts and feelings on 
graduating from BSGE, and a few teachers on their closing comments to 
the seniors. 

“Bittersweet, I am looking forward to my future but I cannot help but 
feel sad about leaving the people I grew up with and walking away from 
the homey environment I grew up in.” - Sarfi Chowdhury

“Over the past 6 years, in BSGE I have gotten to know grades older 
and younger then me and so I had always felt this sense of community. 
Although sometimes it is terrible to be trapped with the same group of 
kids for 6 years I believe that in the end it is almost all positive results. 
Approaching colleges and being exposed to other high schools, I have 
truly began to appreciate and won’t forget the great community the 
BSGE faculty students and others have helped to build. Everyone knows 
each other and to a sense we are as Ms. J says… “A Family.” I feel as 
though even when we branch out and continue our lives, these years 
that we got to spend with each other are years we will never forget and 
this sense of family will never leave us. You can take a student out of 
BSGE but u can never take the close knit community experience BSGE 
had to offer away from him/her.” - Max Fischman

“Okay I remember the first day of BSGE was kinda like scary, I remem-
ber Ms. J saying we all have to shut off our phones or else she or any 
teachers would take them, and I remember they were placing everyone 
in their streams and I remember everyone in our stream, 7-2 kind of 
all just had the same look on their face of like what the hell is going on 
when we went from Ms. J’s really scary “this is BSGE” to Mr. Giraldo’s 
very vibrant Buenos Dias. I think that’s the first time we all connected as 
a class, that first moment cause we all realized we were all just as con-
fused with the dynamics in the school.” - Briana Spariosu

“Oh that’s tough like part of me is really excited to move on but another 
part of me is really sad since we’ve all spent so much time here. I know 
we all joke about how much we hate this place but I know I’m really 
gonna miss everybody.” - Alannah Reilly

“I guess I’m thankful for the work ethic BSGE has inspired. I think I’ve 
become a better person because of the education provided and unique 
perspectives, and interesting people. Besides the people, the other thing 
that makes me sad is losing the comfort of familiarity, of knowing all the 
teachers and the students. It’ll definitely be new to start over in college.” 
- Avishek Paul

“I’m really excited about graduating. I feel as if  this is the time were my 
life is actually going to start- basically I’m going to be able to venture out 
and experience new things that I weren’t able to experience in BSGE. I 
honestly think I’m going to miss the staff because I formed good rela-
tionships with many of them. I’m definitely not going to miss staying up 
all night completing assignments for IB.” - Ajile Sullivan 

“I made tons of friends here. I’ll always remember starting junior year 
by riding shotgun in my friend Eric Jenkeleit’s car, and now look at us... 
We’re going to Dirty Albs together and we’re going to be roommates. I’m 
really looking forward to what the future has in store for me, but I’m go-
ing to miss BSGE.” - Emir Omeragic

“There were moments, specifically in the period of studying for IB ex-
ams, where I hated being at BSGE... But now that I’m graduating, I am so 
thankful for all the friends I’ve made here, the staff who treated me like 
family, the rigorous curriculum that will give me an advantage in college 
and for BSGE being my second home for the past 6 years.” - Derek Chu

“I will always remember the class of 2015 as an engaged and enthusias-
tic group of students that I enjoyed working with. My message to them 
is to always expect the most of yourselves, and always do your best to 
reach the goals you have set.” - Dr. Helfenbein

“The class of 2015 is one of the friendliest classes. I teach a lot of stu-
dents and often what happens is that I’ll teach students two years in a 
row, and then afterwards they walk right by me as if  I’m a ghost and we 
never speak again. But I find that this graduating class, a lot of students 
stop by and say hello, tell me what they’re doing... I love the class of 
2015 because they treat me like a friend.” - Mr. Wolov


