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Mondays: 
- Helping Hands @2:15 in Room 203

Tuesdays:
- Peer Tutoring @2:20 in the Library
- Ceramics Club @ 2:20 in the Art Room

Wednesdays:
- The Bacc Rag @ 2:20 in Room 304
- Business Club @ 2:15 in Room 400
- Dramatic Arts Club @ 2:20 in Library
- French Club @ 3:00 in Room 205
- Middle School Math Club @2:20 in 416
- Model UN @ 2:15 in Room 303
- Mouse Squad @ 2:15 in Room 402
- Origami Club @2:15 in Conference Room
- Zumba @ 2:20 in Room 214
- Peer Tutoring @2:20 in Library

Thursdays:
- Yearbook @2:20 in Room 416
- Knitting Club @2:15 in the Library
- Film Club @2:30 in Room 410
- Orchestra@ 2”15 in Room 409
- High School Math Club @2:10 in Room 
400
- Yoga Club @2:15 in Room 214
- Peer Tutoring @2:20 in Library
- Mouse Squad @2:15 in Room 402

Fridays:
- Senior Council @2:20 in the Cafeteria 
- Junior Council @2:20 in Room 300
-Anime Club @ 2:20 in the Conference Room

Schedule for BSGE

Students Celebrate 
Spirit Week
During the week of October 26th, students 
dressed up for Senior Council’s Spirit Week: 
Madness Monday, Twin Tuesday, Color War 
Wednesday, Tired Thursday and Fancy Friday.

SAMANTHA VINOYA ‘18

Soccer has become a large part of the BSGE environment. Whether you’re on the team or a die-
hard fan, you’ve heard about BSGE’s soccer teams. This year, BSGE introduced its very own Girls’ 
Soccer Team. With the help of BSGE Staff, Senior Isabelle Lee ‘16 and Ciara Keogh ‘17 created the 
Girls’ Soccer Team for her personal project. Elected by their team and coach, Isabelle and Ciara 
became captains for the developmental team. With coaches John Ryding and Rajiv Mahajan, the 
team developed its skills and prepared for their first season. “The first game we lost 3-0 and we 
won our last game 3-1,” said Isabelle. “If  that doesn’t show improvement, I don’t know what does. 
The players on the other team even told me how much we had improved as a team in the last min-
utes of the final game.” The development of the team’s skills may have increased due to increased 
amount of practice, but it also could have increased due to the bonds that were created during 
practice. Maria Ryding ‘18, a member of the Girls Soccer Team, felt that the team “impacted [her] 
life by being the most loving and wonderful team [she has] ever had.” When asked about how they 
think the season went, many of the team’s members were very impressed with their performance 
as a whole. Co-captain Ciara states, “It was our first season, and with everything considered, we 
did amazing. We worked together really well, and even though we lacked in skill—and some girls 
had never even kicked a ball before—I think we did amazing.” With a final record of 3-2, the 
team put a lot of effort, time, and dedication into practicing for each game.

Aside from developing their skills in soccer, the girls built bonds and friendships with each other. 
According to Simona Matovic ‘17, “everyone just got close together and everyone became a fam-
ily. It may sound really corny, but we were all just super supportive of each other.” The closeness 
of the team is what allowed the team to grow because the girls weren’t afraid to critique each 
other or ask each other for help. Another factor was the support that the team received from their 
coaches, their supervisors, and the rest of the BSGE Family.

(continued on Page 3)

BSGE’s 2015 Soccer 
Season Wraps Up

MAYA JUMAN ‘16
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MR. LAKHANEY

BSGE Class of 2015 
Receives Record Number of 
IB Diplomas with 49
BSGE’s class of 2015 received a school re-
cord 49 IB diplomas, smashing the previous 
record set by the class of 2014 who received 
40. In addition, they set a record with 77% of 
those graduating receiving the diploma also 
breaking the previous year’s record of 69%.

Commenting on the achievement, 10th and 
11th grade English teacher, Ms. Connie You, 
said that the students “did incredibly well but 
that’s something we can’t really take credit 
for since there were so many strong students 
with great work habits.” Because the students 
were so well prepared, Ms. You added, she 
didn’t have the usual “heart bumping mo-
ment when looking at the IB exam results.”

Achieving these results reflects the progress 
of both the staff and students. Ms. Jennifer 
Dikes, 12th Grade History teacher and IB Di-
ploma coordinator said, “We [the staff] have 
figured out how to create the path for students 
[to the IB Diploma] but these students fig-
ured out how to follow and stay on the path.”

Though most of the IB exams are taken toward 
the end of students’ senior years, a time normally 
characterized in many high schools by slacking 
off, BSGE students were still focused on doing 
well on these exams. 2015 graduate, Joseline 
Marin said, “I know once the IB exams came 
around everyone really placed all their efforts 
to study and help each other study. As you may 
have heard, our class took over Panera Bread 
when it came to study groups. So it’s great to 
hear that so many of us received the diploma.”

Max Fischman, also of the class of 2015, 
shared a similar sentiment; “To me the diplo-
ma was very worth it and was amazing to re-
ceive because I know what I put in to get it.”

One important factor that helped the class of 
2015 receive so many IB Diplomas was their 
performance in IB HL Art where scores went 
up significantly from the previous year. IB Art 
Teacher, Ms. Gretchen Schwarz said that this 
group of students was the first to go through the 
five-year program that she and Mr. Lucas Sheri-
dan, also an IB Art Teacher at BSGE, were able to 
put in place for grades 8 through 12. She added 
that these students had found “an approach to 
making art that took them beyond traditional 
drawing and painting media and those ways of 
working allowed them to better represent their 
ideas which led to more points and to complex, 
interesting work that was engaging for them.”

Adela Goldsmith, of last year’s graduating 
class, was also the first BSGE student to receive 
a 7 in IB Art. Of Ms. Goldsmith, Ms. Schwarz 
said that “she documented her process and 
ideas explicitly and comprehensibly and the 
degree of clarity both in her ideas and in her 
writing got her a lot points with the IB mod-
erators. There were several people who I pre-
dicted 7s for who should have gotten it also” 

but Ms. Goldsmith was the only one who re-
ceived one and also received and IB diploma.

While a capstone of their experience at BSGE, 
the work toward receiving the IB Diploma and 
graduating from BSGE has paid off in college 
as well. Steven Becker ’15 explained, “Thanks 
to the diploma program, college has been 
relatively manageable and almost like a con-
tinuation from high school which is nice.”

Elio Megaro ’15 has had a similar experience. “I 
can honestly say that IB prepared me to handle the 
stress extremely well. The amount of work and 
level we were asked to perform at has definitely 
carried on to my undergraduate experience.”

In addition to work habits, students also devel-
oped other skills as well. Mr. Megaro said, “be-
ing out of BSGE made me realize how prepared 
I was for public speaking and taking on lead-
ership roles.” He added, “it might sound crazy, 
but be thankful for CAS [Creativity, Action, Ser-
vice], charts and things as simple as Jim’s math 
songs; CAS makes you well rounded, charts help 
you organize information and math songs…
well it will make calculus so much easier.”

M s . 
M a r i n 
a l s o 
s h a r e d 
o t h e r 
benef i ts 
of receiv-
ing the IB 
D i p l o -
ma and 
graduat-
ing from 
B S G E . 
She said 
that, “the 
best part 
is re-
c e i v i n g 
credit for 
classes. It 
saves you 

time and money. The work we did was tough, 
and time consuming but all that time I spent 
writing research papers and long class periods 
actually prepared me for college. As a freshman 
in college I have a lot of lectures each containing 
500+ students and I always see people fall asleep 
or leave because they can’t handle an hour long 
lecture on the habits of the mind or the structure 
of atoms but for me it’s not hard to pay attention 
for that long because I’ve always had long class-
es compared to those in other high schools.”

Thinking back to his time at BSGE, Mr. Fis-
chman shared, “I do miss my time at BSGE and I 
wouldn’t trade those experiences that I had for 
anything. College may be difficult but all we can 
do is keep grinding. Just like we did in BSGE.”

“I do miss my 
time at BSGE 
and I wouldn’t 
trade those ex-
periences that 
I had for any-
thing.”
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ALLEN WANG ‘20

BSGE
Welcomes a 
Class of New 
Ninth 
Graders
As the new 2015-16 school year kicks off 
to a start, many new seventh grade students 
find themselves quickly adjusting to BSGE’s 
atmosphere. However, another new group of 
students is a handful of new ninth graders 
who were accepted to BSGE through the high 
school application process, in order to fill the 
empty seats left by eighth graders who trans-
ferred out of BSGE. Each year, some students 
leave BSGE to attend other public and private 
high schools, and as a result a limited num-
ber of seats are available for applicants. In 
the end, fifteen lucky ninth graders students 
from all over the city were admitted to BSGE.

Though most current ninth graders (Class 
of 2019) have been in BSGE for a good two 
years, these few new high schoolers are just 
beginning to adapt to the IB-focused envi-
ronment. They have mixed first impressions 
about the school, but most of these students 
agree that the school offers a different per-
spective on education.

One new ninth grader named Peter, who is 
from Europe, said that he likes how things 
run at BSGE. “The teachers are respectful 
and offer help, and it’s really easy to make 
friends here. All the students are really nice,” 
he says.

Another ninth grader, Fateha, who previous-
ly attended Robert F. Wagner, also has a good 
first impression of the school. She noted that 
“the school is small which makes everything 
feel close and bound together, which is good, 
and that everybody (at least the people I’ve 
met so far) are kind and friendly.” In addi-
tion, she “looks forward to the future.”

Overall, the new ninth graders seem pleased 
with their choice of coming to BSGE, and 
although they have a lot on their plate, they 
are adapting well to BSGE.

BSGE Staff 
Marathon 
Runners, 
Gretchen 
Schwarz and 
Tim David-
Lang
Congratulations to BSGE Art teach-
er Ms. Gretchen Schwarz for complet-
ing the New York City Marathon on No-
vember 1st. It was her first marathon.

Congratulations also to Tim David-Lang, 
BSGE’s Guidance Counselor and advisor for 
the Running Club, who completed the Chica-
go Marathon on October 11th. He previously 
ran the New York City Marathon in 2013.

Ms. Gretchen Schwarz along the mara-
thon path in Brooklyn hugging her 
nephew, Rafael, and sister, Mariah. 

Photo credit: Erin Lewis

Tim David-Lang at the Chicago 
Marathon

BSGE’s 2015 
Soccer 

Season Wraps 
Up 

(continued from Page 1)
Nicole Rodriguez ‘18 felt very welcomed by 
the team and explained that they “played re-
ally well because of the dynamic and worked 
very well with each other. We also had a 
great a coach that was very committed to 
helping our team improve.” Having a strong 
foundation to support the team definitely 
helped the girls approach each game confi-
dently.

As well as the Girls’ Soccer Team did, the 
Boys Soccer Team did a solid job this season, 
too, finishing with a record of 3-7, with 2 
draws. One of the team’s newcomers, Yousef 

El Emary ’18 believed that the season was 
successful due to the fact that he “learned 
a lot from summer training and from the 
older guys—the seniors—because they had 
experience from outside clubs.” According to 
Brandon Chu ‘18, “Although we didn’t have 
the best record, I thought that this season 
was successful because I learned a lot about 
soccer from players that have a lot of prior 
experience and skill.” The team still believes 
that there is a lot they could do to improve.

Either way, both teams put in a lot of ef-
fort and dedication towards each and every 
game, and everyone in the BSGE family is 
looking forward to next season!

Follow us on 
Instagram!

@thebaccrag
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Comic Con 2015!
ANNIE CHENG ‘18 AND EMMA KEEGAN ‘18

The race to get tickets for Comic 
Con 2015 commenced on Sep-
tember 20th. People lined the 
streets of Downtown Manhat-
tan just to have the chance to get 
a ticket. According to the NYCC 
Twitter account, the first people 
arrived at the store at 3:56pm 
the previous day as the tickets 
were being sold at 10am. People 
showed up in everything from 
unique cosplay outfits to paja-
mas. The anticipation was raving. 
By the end of the day, 4 day and 
Saturday tickets were complete-
ly sold out. All that was left was 
Sunday and Thursday tickets that 
sold out around Friday of the next 
week. With that, all the tickets to 
Comic Con were sold out and the 
fates of poor souls who had not 
had the chance to get tickets were 
sealed. The only hope left would 
be scalpers who this year in par-
ticular, were being cracked down 
on. (This year and the previous 
year, a new type of Comic Con 
tickets that require a check-in 
system were implemented. They 
are magnetic and are able to be 
scanned by the staff even with-
out a bar code. They ensure that 
counterfeit tickets are be rejected.)

One very significant part of Com-
ic Con is cosplay, where people 
dress up as characters from their 
favorite comics, television shows, 
movies, books, etc. Comic Con is 
a place of acceptance and mu-
tual weirdness, and people come 
as they are, who they want to be, 
or someone completely differ-

ent from who they are normally. 
Cosplay is a very easy way to spot 
people that like the same things 
you like, and are extremely com-
mitted to those fandoms.  Most 
make their own costumes because 
buying one is shameful and ex-
pensive, even though making your 
own can mean spending hour af-
ter hour of sewing, glueing, cut-
ting, measuring, and more.  Even 
if  you don’t spend all your free 
time on costuming, anyone can 
cosplay to any extent that is com-
fortable for them.  As mentioned, 
many feel free to go in their super-
hero pajamas, or unicorn onesie.  

Comic Con takes place at the Javits 
Center, which has over 1,800,000 
square feet of space.  Fitting in ev-
ery panel, artist, and stand is im-
possible to do in one day, which is 
why buying a 4 day ticket is gen-
erally the most economically effi-
cient option for getting the most 
out of the event. On different days 
there are different panels, celeb-
rities, items on sale, and artists.  

Comic Con was an amazing ex-
perience for both of us. Though it 
was hard, we were able to meet 
up and to experience the day to-
gether. Although the panels were 
not ideal on Sunday for both of 
our tastes we still saw and did a 
lot of the things we were look-
ing forward to. At the event, there 
was a “Fantasy Food Truck” in 
which they gave out food from fa-
mous cartoons and video games. 
We soon realized getting these 
tickets to get food from the truck 
would be quite a struggle, as we 
tried three times over 2 hours 
but we still did not get them. 
Though this was extremely dis-
appointing, we powered on to 
have an amazing day and made 
a ton of new friends with simi-
lar interests. Even afterwards, 
people were as friendly as can be. 
One person was even playing the 
very popular Game of Thrones 
theme song on the accordion 
outside of the venue, and looked 
like he was making a fortune.

For those interested in attending 
Comic Con next year, you should 

be warned 
that get-
ting tick-
ets is es-
p e c i a l l y 
diff icult . 
E v e n 
t h o u g h 
they are 
available 
o n l i n e , 
they are 
r e l e a s e d 
for sale 

at 12 pm on a weekday, and the 
only way to have a chance of 
purchasing one is waiting on any 
electronic device.  If  you leave 
the page, you lose your place in 
line, and have to reload the page.  
Tickets go extremely quickly on 
the official website, and if  you do 
get the opportunity to buy them, 
there is a limited amount of each 
type of ticket you can buy.  If  you 
cannot get a ticket during this 
craziness, there are two choices 
left.  You could buy from another 
website that sells them at higher 
prices, or wait for hours in front 
of a comic book store and buy 
it from them for a better price.

Source: fuse.tv

Word From the Real 
World: A Former 
Bacc Rag Editor

First off, I’d like to say that I’ve 
only been in college for a month. 
So my Word from the Real World 
as of now is still quite new, still 
fresh with the freshman excite-
ment that 7th graders might be 
experiencing in BSGE right now.

Secondly, I’d like to dis-
pel some myths about college 
life that I previously believed.
 
College is not easy. Often in BSGE 
your teachers like to say, “Col-
lege is going to be so smooth 
after BSGE,” or will tell those 
stories you’ve heard a hun-
dred times about alumni com-
ing back with tears in their eyes 
about how grateful they are that 
BSGE put them to the top of their 
class at their new university. 

But it really depends on where 
you go for college and what you’re 
studying. Some of my graduating 
class members who are attend-
ing SUNYs claim to have loads of 
free time and seem to finish their 
homework in 2 hours or so. How-
ever others who also go to SUNYs 
say the homework load and pres-
sure hasn’t changed since BSGE. 
These students tend to be those in 
five-year programs or have com-
plicated Math/Science majors.

Unfortunately for me, I actually 
do more homework at Babson 
College than my years at BSGE - 
even my junior and senior years. 
But at the same time, even though 
you have a lot more work in col-
lege, you also have a lot more time 
in general. You’re constantly be-
ing surrounded by new and in-
credibly interesting people from 
around the world who are pro-
crastinating just as hard as you 
are for the Accounting or Business 
Analytics work due the next day. 

There were way too many times 
in the first weeks of school when 
I would go watch old episodes of 
SVU in my friend’s room, or order 
take-out from the local Thai place 
with my dorm floor, or frantically 
jump in the Zipcar to take an late 
night drive to the grocery store. 
Top that off with the fact that I’m 
living in a quad - yes, four girls 
with four beds and four dressers 
packed with clothes in one big 
room - the distractions are endless.

 
But you learn to make it work. 
I think BSGE did help me with 
time management, I mean I’m 
still not as efficient as I’d like to 
be, but I know had I not went 
to BSGE I would have been all 
over the place. It also helped me 
with my self-confidence since 
people actually know what the 
International Baccalaureate pro-
gram is here, and have big re-
spect for it as well. (Suck it, APs!)
 
One thing that BSGE did not teach 
me, but I’ve learned through my 
first month of school as well, is 
that you shouldn’t take your-
self too seriously. As I reflect on 
my previous six years, I notice 
that when you’re going to a re-
ally small school in which there’s 
68 kids in your graduating class, 
your high school world becomes 
a bubble. You forget that a lot of 
the little things you’re stressing 
over and doubting yourself over 
will have no value in the future.
 
But as I came to Babson and I met 
so many people, whether students 
or faculty, many who were so 
free-spirited and impressive, you 
notice a pattern. They don’t re-
ally care about what others think. 
They do things for themselves, 
fully knowing who they are and 
what they want from the world. 
Everyone still has these amaz-
ing qualities and experiences, but 
when they talk about it, it’s not 
to prove something. They under-
stand that the world is such a huge 
place, and life is short and filled 
with opportunity, so why waste 
it by sweating the small things.
 
I didn’t think I would get this deep 
on my first “Word from the Real 
World” but I guess that’s what 
happens when you’re hunched 
over your laptop in the com-
mon room, mug of Raisin Bran 
Crunch cereal in one hand and 
your Foundations of Entrepre-
neurship textbook in the other. 
Until next time, Bacc Rag! xx
 
P.S - I went to the first meeting 
of the Babson Free Press newspa-
per, and was thoroughly disap-
pointed. Bacc Rag >>> ALL DAY.

LYDIA STETSON ‘15
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Pope Francis: 
“The People’s Pope”

SAMANTHA VINOYA ‘18

Pope Francis is considered one of 
the most humble and caring popes. 
From declining dinner with politi-
cians so that he could have dinner 
with the homeless, to the accep-
tance he has displayed for people 
from all different walks of life, 
Pope Francis doesn’t fail to im-
press people with his acts of love 
and kindness. Quite recently, Pope 
Francis stopped his car so he could 
kiss and bless a young boy he saw 
who had cerebral palsy. He asked 
for his driver to stop the car, got 
out, kissed the boy on the forehead, 
and said a blessing for him. Pope 
Francis also shook his parents’ and 
siblings’ hands. Moments like these 
show that Pope Francis just wants 
happiness amongst all individuals 
simply because everyone deserves 
to be happy. 

Unlike several previous popes, 
Pope Francis connects with people 
both within and outside of the 
Catholic faith. He believes that reli-
gion shouldn’t act as a barrier, but 
as something to unify all human 
beings. As stated in Pope Francis’ 
speech at the White House, we are 
lucky to live in a country where 
there is religious tolerance. There 
are people all over the world who 
are being harassed, persecuted, 
and even killed because of their 
faith and their beliefs. Religion is 
a gift no matter who or what you 
believe in, because it gives you 
motivation, hope, and faith.

Pope Francis is also well known 
because of how accepting he has 
been of all types of people. For 
example, Pope Francis is more ac-
cepting of the LGBTQ community 
than previous popes. He hasn’t 
explicitly said that he fully sup-
ports them, but he has said that if  
they are a person with good mor-
als and has good will, then “he 
is not one to judge.” This is very 
significant because many people 
immediately associate Catholics 
with opposition to gay marriage or 
a lack of support for the LGBTQ 
community, even though not every 
Catholic is against gay rights. Our 
religion may shape our beliefs, but 
it doesn’t determine our opinions 
on these topics. There will always 
be haters, but there are haters 
outside of the Catholic faith, too. 
Pope Francis has made it clear that 
a person shouldn’t be judged based 
on their sexuality, rather acknowl-
edged for their ability to do good.

You may be wondering why I’m 
writing this article. Pope Francis 
has been all over the news anyway, 
so why do I have to write about it? 

Well, I was lucky enough to win 
tickets to see the Pope in Central 
Park on Friday, September 27th, 
an amazing and humbling experi-
ence. I arrived at around 11:30 
am, and as soon as I approached 
the area, I saw a seemingly end-
less line that wrapped around the 
gates of Central Park. After waiting 
for approximately 4 hours on line, 
we finally got to security check 
and were allowed inside the actual 
venue. Luckily, I got a spot right 
behind the barricade, which is the 
closest you could get. After finally 
getting inside the actual park and 
finding our spots, we waited for 
another two hours. At around 
6:00, we finally saw him. There in 
his “Pope Mobile” was Pope Fran-
cis, the “People’s Pope.” He stood, 
smiling and waving at the crowds 
of people who felt blessed to be so 
close to him. Even though we each 
saw Pope Francis for approximate-
ly ten seconds, it was still definitely 
worth the wait. Seeing an influen-
tial Catbolic meant a lot to me and 
just made me extremely happy.

A faculty member of BSGE, Mr. 
Freddy Giraldo, also attended the 
procession in Central Park to see 
Pope Francis. For Mr. Giraldo, 
the experience wasn’t necessarily 
about “becoming more religious” 
or “reconnecting with his reli-
gion.” Mr. Giraldo went because 
not only did he feel lucky to have 
won tickets, but also he felt that 
being blessed by Pope Francis was 
going to impact him in a way dif-
ferent from others. Mr. Giraldo 
claims that Pope Francis is “spe-
cial,” but he doesn’t know why. He 
thinks maybe it is because “he’s 
charismatic, or because he has 
wonderful, new ideas and he’s 
more open to new things. He’s not 
as traditional as the other ones. 
This one cares about people; with 
this one [he] felt love, [he] felt 
hope. It’s not that he’s the tradi-
tional, religious guy that says that 
you have to go to church every 
Sunday.” Previously, Mr. Giraldo 
saw Pope Benedict XVI, but he just 
didn’t feel the connection that he 
felt with Pope Francis. Being the 
first Latin American pope, Pope 
Francis brings hope to people and 
shows that ethnicity and lan-
guage shouldn’t act as a barrier 
for change. Many of Pope Francis’ 
speeches are in Spanish because 
he thinks that he would be able 
to better express his ideas in his 
native language. The Pope uses 
Catholicism as a platform for send-
ing a message of global acceptance 
and togetherness.

What’s Up With the 
New Uniform Grading 

Policy?
DANIEL SAHR ‘20 AND MAYA GIARDINA ‘20

On the first day of school, there 
are many things on the mind of a 
student, like seeing their friends 
after a long time, and meeting 
their new teachers. One thing no 
one expected to hear was that last 
year’s open grading policy every-
one was used to was overhauled 
into a uniform policy. While in 
the past, teachers were allowed to 
set their own weightings for grade 
breakdowns, now every teacher 
must use a 60%, 30%, 10% policy. 
Minor assignments like homework 
and quizzes are now worth 30% of 
the grade, and class participation 
is only worth 10%. Tests and major 
assessments remain a significant 
portion of the final grade at 60%.

Several teachers and students told 
us what they about the radical 
change. “I would say not to worry. 
I feel like the types of assessments 
that teachers are giving aren’t 
going to change that much,” Mr. 
Anderson said. “All it has done is 
just publicize what the grading 
policy is going to be, for everybody 
in the school, so we could have 
more uniformity... I think a lot of 
the grades are pretty much going 
to be around the same.” Several 
other teachers seemed to say things 
along these lines. “I’m not go-
ing to put any different emphasis 
on assignments. It simply means 
that I will have to keep a little bit 
closer track of certain assignments, 
so that I can include them in the 
grade,” explained Shantanu Saha. 
Another teacher agreed. “I don’t 
think it will change it too much. In 
the past, homework probably ac-
counted for somewhat more in my 
class then it will now, but I think 
students that do all the homework 
and get good grades on homework 
will get good grades on major as-
signments.” A third, anonymous 
teacher also said something along 
these lines. “This has been my 
grading policy for a long time. I’m 
also glad that it’s a universal grad-
ing policy as opposed to confusing 
the heck out of the kids.” Several 
seventh graders, to whom this had 
not been a change, said they felt it 
was fair. “I think it makes it easier 
for everything to be more uniform 
and not mixed up,” said one sev-
enth grader. “I don’t think I really 
care,” claimed another from 7-4, 
and his friend agreed. “It was the 
same thing at my old school, so it’s 
not really a big change.”

But as with any policy change, 
there is always criticism. Some 
students were not as happy about 
the policy’s potential effect on their 
grade. “I think it depends on who 
you are,” claims Aoife Kenny ‘20. 
“Like if  someone is really into talk-
ing or participating in class, and 
they love to participate and they 
have things to say, but they’re not 
that great at writing, it could make 
their grade worse, and if  someone 
is better at writing than they are at 
speaking than it will improve their 
grades greatly. I think it’s kind of 
unfair towards some students.” 
There were minor worries from 
the teaching staff as well. “The 
main thing I worry about with this 
new policy is that with seventh 
graders, by the time that progress 
reports come in, I do not have a 
large enough sample size on major 
assessments to base my grading 
in the proportion that is specified 
here,” Shantanu explained. “So I 
generally weight homeworks and 
small assignments more for that 
particular progress report because 
by then, I may not even have the 
second unit project graded; so I 
may not have enough information 
to fairly grade students at sixty 
percent major assessments. Their 
grade might be unfairly low or... 
it might be artificially high. So if  I 
were to use this new grading sys-
tem entirely for the spring prog-
ress report for the seventh graders 
there might be some anomalies 
that will have to be corrected after 
I have more data.”

Sr. Giraldo says he hopes the policy 
will last for a while. “I think Ms. 
Johnson wants us to reinforce this 
policy so it stays for good, because 
I think she was sick and tired of 
getting complaints from parents,” 
he said. “It’s one uniform policy; 
for science, foreign language, 
humanities, English, etc., and so 
the parents will get used to that. I 
think it will work out. I hope so.”

For the most part, BSGE’s new 
grading policy hasn’t received too 
much negativity. There should 
always be room for change, and a 
uniform policy will make it easier 
for students to navigate the new 
school year and understand their 
expectations.



November 2015      BSGE’s Official Buzz                   Page 6

A Warm Welcome to 
Mr. Steven Rabinowitz, 

BSGE’s Newest 
Humanities Teacher

This school year, BSGE added a 
new Humanities teacher, Mr. Ste-
ven Rabinowitz, who teaches 9th 
and 10th grade MYP global his-
tory. He is filling in for Ms. Matani 
who is away on maternity leave. 
In a recent interview, he shared 
the details of the path he took to 
becoming a teacher as well as a 
devoted follower of a secret band.

So what made the Long Beach 
native, and upcoming girls' bas-
ketball coach, interested in the 
humanities? As a child, Mr. Rabi-
nowitz's took long road trips with 
his grandfather. On these adven-
tures, he would stare at maps and 
memorize all their features, from 
rocks and rivers, to cities and 
states. Somewhere along the way, 
a passion for history and geogra-
phy was born. In the 6th grade, 
Mr. Rabinowitz's guidance coun-
selor asked him what he wanted 
to be when he grew up, and not 
surprisingly, Mr. Rabinowitz said 
"history teacher."

At 24, Mr. Rabinowitz went to 
grad school in "the most awesome 
place on Earth," or as others know 
it, Santa Cruz, California. In 2011, 
Mr. Rabinowitz completed gradu-
ate school, and began covering for 
teachers on maternity leave. This 
is his fourth full year teaching in 
a classroom.  It seems as if  Mr. 
Rabinowitz is a jack of all grades; 
for the last couple of years, he's 
taught everything from seventh to 
twelfth grade, plus independent 
study.  He loves contemplating al-
ternate histories, but tries to avoid 
this when thinking academically. 
Imagine a world in which there 
wasn't a Revolutionary War--we'd 
be having tea everyday (not that 
I'd mind, of course).

So what attracted Mr. Rabinow-
itz to BSGE? Was it the crowded 
hallways or the cafegymatorium? 
Surprisingly, neither. Mr. Rabi-
nowitz was enchanted by the fact 
that BSGE is passionate about its 
students.

He liked that the teachers here 
want students to strive and devel-
op on their own. The cozy atmo-
sphere appealed to him as well. At 
BSGE, almost everyone knows each 
other, which as many students 
can understand, is both a bless-
ing and a curse. Mr. Rabinowitz 

last taught at Brooklyn Latin for a 
year. It was a good school, but, "it 
wasn't me," he said.  At Brooklyn 
Latin, the children wore uniforms 
which he felt minimized expres-
sion. Most students there didn't 
approach the teachers for help ei-
ther. Here, Mr. Rabinowitz thinks 
the students are "great." He feels 
that BSGE has abundant character.  
Mr. Rabinowitz is amazed by how 
expressive the students are, and is 
fascinated especially by the way 
we interact with one another.

Even though some people may 
associate the humanities with old, 
creaky men writing documents, 
Mr. Rabinowitz's music taste is 
not Beethoven. He in fact has 3 
½ terabytes of classic rock, folk 
rock, jam bands, 80s new wave, 
and nu disco on his computer.  
The Grateful Dead, Talking Heads, 
LCD Soundsystem, Tool, Zero7, 
and Paul Simon are some of his 
favorites. Then there's THE band. 
The band he has gone to see 216 
times. The Band Who Must Not be 
Named. Or rather the one he ab-
solutely refused to name because 
he was afraid he'd bump into one 
of his students at a concert.

For years in college, Mr. Rabinow-
itz spent most of his money going 
to see bands "he couldn't afford." 
Still, he said the concerts were 
"worth every penny."  "Yolo," he 
said. Then his history-teacher per-
sonality kicked in: "'Unless you're a 
Buddhist or Hindu. Or a cat."

If  there's something that Mr. Rabi-
nowitz loves as much as music, it's 
teaching. He loves that "something 
subtle could impact someone so 
much." Thinking back to high 
school, only his humanities teach-
er and his French teacher stood 
out. He said he never forgot how 
they helped him grow as a person. 
Now he wants to pay their wisdom 
forward. He wants to push his 
students at BSGE to progress just 
as he did.  Nevertheless, he doesn't 
forget that "as much as you guys 
are learning, I am too." Often, we 
don't realize that we're not the 
only ones going through a learn-
ing process. While we are grow-
ing, Mr. Rabinowitz said, we're 
also helping him grow.

ANOKHA VENUGOPAL ‘19

School Security: 
Time to Get Serious?

MOSHAN GUO ‘17

A mass shooting took place in an 
Oregon college, resulting in the 
deaths of 10 people. On Thursday, 
October 1, Christopher Harper-
Mercer, the 26 year-old gunman, 
entered his writing class in 
Umpqua Community College 
armed with six guns and fired a 
shot to the back of the room. He 
then forced his fellow students to 
the center of the classroom, where 
he deliberately spared the life of a 
student and gave him an envelope 
for him to pass on to the police. He 
fatally shot nine victims, one of 
whom was the assistant professor, 
and finally himself.

The Oregon College Shooting is 
one of the 153 school shootings in 
America since 2013. This appall-
ing number averages out to about 
one shooting per week. Why are 
school shootings so frequent in 
our country? The reason partly 
stems from our ineffective school 
security system. “Our school se-
curity system is in desperate need 
of revision,” said Kevin Ordonez 
‘17, “because criminals or stu-
dents always manage to somehow 
bypass the system and cause un-
necessary mass killings.” With the 
fear of school shootings perhaps 
higher than before, schools across 
the nation have implemented 
security measures—including 
security cameras, metal detectors, 
and security staff—to protect the 
students from any potential harm. 
But along with these security mea-
sures comes with the spending of 
millions of dollars.

According to IHS Technology, in 
2014 the total market in schools 
and universities for video-surveil-
lance equipment, access-control 
equipment and mass notification 
totaled to about $768 million. 
The number is expected to climb 
to approximately $833 million in 
2015 and about $907 million in 
2016.  BSGE, along with nearly 

all of NYC’s schools, has recently 
installed a security alarm on its 
back door to prevent people from 
leaving or entering the school un-
noticed. Along with this, the New 
York State Education Department 
has passed a requirement stat-
ing that all schools must have 12 
annual fire drills and 8 between 
September 1 and December 1.  
Yet, with all of this added security, 
school shootings continue to rise.

Another factor that should be tak-
en into consideration for the high 
frequency of school shootings is 
our country’s lack of gun control. 
“I don’t generally feel unsafe here 
[BSGE],” said Mr. Stone, BSGE’s 
History of the Americas teacher, 
“but certainly restrictive gun con-
trol laws will make me feel safer.” 
Gun control generally refers to 
laws or policies that regulate the 
manufacture, sale, transfer, pos-
session, modification, or use of 
firearms. Compared to most other 
industrially democratic countries, 
the United States has relatively 
little restriction on gun control.

Many attribute the high rates of 
gun mortality in the U.S. to our 
lack of restrictive gun control. 
“What I find really confusing is 
that our country, instead of fix-
ing the systems that we have, we 
just take on another piece to make 
things better, but it doesn’t work,” 
said Emily Costa ‘17. “We just 
teach our kids to hide and be able 
to comply with lockdowns instead 
of keeping shooters away from our 
schools and keeping guns out of 
their hands.”

In order to prevent future school 
shootings, we should first try to 
acknowledge the very faults that 
exist in our school security system. 
Students shouldn’t be have to be 
taught to avoid danger in school 
by practicing lockdown drills; they 
should not have to be worried that 
such danger even exists.

Image Source: Newsday
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MAYA JUMAN ‘16

“ghost in your garden” by Adela Goldsmith ‘15 
(Acrylic on Color Film, Feb 2015). See the rest of 

Adela’s work at http://www.nyclabart.org/ahrt/portfo-
lio.php?portfolio=AGoldsmith2015)

Smith College is filled with many 
bright young women pursuing art, 
but BSGE alum Adela Goldsmith 
’15 can proudly say that she is one 
of the few who have earned a 7 in 
IB Higher Level Visual Arts – and 
not just any 7. Adela is the first 
BSGE student to receive a 7 in what 
many juniors and seniors believe is 
the most challenging IB course 
offered at our school.

Adela, whose work features a 
mix of dark imagery (run-down 
houses, severed hands, and tomb-
stones) and bright, eye-catching 
colors, said that it was “cool” to get 
BSGE’s first 7, although the col-
lege credit she received for it is not 
stopping her from “taking a bunch 
of art classes anyway.” When 
asked about the general theme for 
her body of work, Adela explained 
that she focused on “decay (very 
broadly), but also how it relates to 
the human experience, and the re-
lationship between the natural and 
the man-made.” She intends to stay 
involved in art through college, 
with a potential major in Art His-
tory and a Museums Concentra-
tion; “possibly careers in curating 
or museum education,” she said.

So what makes succeeding in Visu-
al Arts HL so challenging for many 
students? “The research makes 
it difficult, I think,” Ms. Schwarz 
commented. “There’s a distinc-

tion between 
researching just 
any art, and re-
ally showing how 
the work that you 
are researching 
is influencing 
you in your own 
work. Students 
who demonstrate 
real depth in 
explaining those 
connections do 
very well. Also, 
an accurate use 
of the language 
and terminol-
ogy is needed in 
talking about art. 
There are a lot of 
times I’ll read a 
student’s re-
search page, and 
I can decipher it 
but the language 
isn’t clear. That 
makes harder for 
the examiner to 
assess the degree 
to which the stu-
dent really knows 
what they are 
talking about.”

Ms. Schwarz, who had Adela in 
her class last year, was impressed 
by her ability to conduct thorough 
research as well as her own per-
sonal investment in art. “She saw a 
lot of art on her own,” she ex-
plained. “Adela went to museums 
and galleries and I think it was that 
exposure that gave her an upper 
hand in approaching the class. She 
definitely already had an insider 
perspective of the art world, since 
her mother is a curator.” Ms. 
Schwarz also stressed that Adela 
was open-minded in exploring dif-
ferent media to convey her ideas. 
“Her work was very clearly con-
nected conceptually, even though 
stylistically, she tried out a lot of 
different things.”

In terms of the future grades 
for current BSGE students, Ms. 
Schwarz is optimistic. “I do see 
more 7s in the future. Even in the 
past year, I’ve noticed a very high 
level of work, and a dedication 
to developing artistic style that I 
haven’t seen previously. I do think 
that this is the beginning of a trend 
– not just an isolated incident.” As 
for current Art HL students looking 
to learn from her success, Adela 
shared a simple but important 
piece of advice. “Try not to save all 
your documenting for the last min-
ute,” she said with a laugh. “That’s 
the worst thing ever.”

BSGE Receives Its 
First 7 in IB Art!

Human Rights Class: 
A Last Look

JUSTIN HAMLIN ‘17
Human Rights is no longer taught 
at BSGE, starting this year. One of 
the many changes that went into 
effect in September is that Health 
has replaced Human Rights as 
the weekly “elective,” and Physi-
cal Education has replaced Health 
as a main class. Human Rights, 
taught primarily by Peter Wilson, 
has been a distinctive feature of 
ninth grade ever since this school 
opened, but scheduling and 
homework concerns have trumped 
tradition.

There are two main reasons for 
the change: scheduling issues and 
parent pushback. Ninth graders 
in past years have had gym/yoga 
only for half of the year, which 
when combined with the fact that 
juniors only have it once a week 
meant that BSGE students weren’t 
getting enough physical activ-
ity overall. Health, which used to 
replace it, now has its own slot in 
the schedule so ninth graders can 
be more active. The other reason 
is that recently, parents of ninth 
graders have been complaining 
that their children receive too 
much homework from what is 
theoretically an “elective” course. 

Together, this ended the class.

Mr. Wilson is very unhappy that 
he can no longer teach this class. 
To him, it was an opportunity for 
“engaging in real international 
and global issues.” He explained 
that we all go to an international 
school, and his class was one of 

the most important experiences 
we have with conflicts world-
wide. Peter is worried that there 
are “less and less things that are 
truly global” at BSGE, such as how 
we will also soon no longer have 
Mandarin classes. Most people in 
the United States do not under-
stand the importance of paying 
attention to human rights issues, 
such as how this country is one of 
very few that has not yet signed 
the Convention on the Rights of 
the Child. In addition to being a 
global experience, Peter explained 
that his class also prepared people 
for work later on in life. Dozens of 
students have gone to him, thank-
ing him for human rights class be-
cause it helped them on the Global 
History Regents or the Extended 
Essay. Moreover, according to Mr. 
Wilson, the vast amount of home-
work it required helps to prepare 
students for the realities of life in 
the IB program. The goal was for it 
to be hard, but rewarding both in 
study habits and content.

Opinion on this change is split 
amongst the upperclassmen. They 
generally agree on two main 
points, but not on much else. The 
consensus is that there was far 
too much homework, including 
reading and responding to an ar-
ticle that would hang on the wall 
outside of the classroom, which 
was a major problem everybody 
had with the class. The other point 
that people agree on is that the 
movies were usually very “inter-
esting and eye-opening,” as Dani-
elle Gutkovich ’17 put it. Some 
think that the movies outweighed 
the homework and human rights 
class was beneficial overall, like 
Lap Tran ’17, who said, “I don’t 
think any other class can actually 
replace it.” However, Malcolm 
Sherman-Godfrey ‘17 and Adrian 
Kulesza ’17 expressed envy that 
the ninth graders this year have 
Health instead. Adrian said, “That 
is so unfair! We only had one se-
mester of gym, and they get health 
instead of human rights!” Simona 
Matovic ’17 offered an explana-
tion for why this dichotomy exists: 
“The fact that there was too much 
homework turned [the class] into 
something people dreaded instead 
something beneficial.”

Human Rights has been a great 
experience for many and a gruel-
ing one for others, but everybody 
can agree that it was memorable. 
For better or for worse, no stu-
dents at BSGE will ever have that 
experience again.

“[Human 
Rights] was 
one of the 
most impor-
tant experi-
ences we had 
with world-
wide con-
flicts (even 
as an 
international 
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Teacher of the Month: 
Mr. Matt Anderson

ELIO ZEBINATO ‘20

Where did you grow up?
I grew up in the South Bronx.

What type of student were you? How would 
you describe yourself as a kid?
I was inquisitive, I liked school, I was interest-
ed in the origin of everything. I felt like I was 
pretty athletic and I would ride around New 
York. We would go to Central Park and do a 
lot of athletic things. A lot of my life was built 
around that, being athletic. I did a lot of work 
after school, I did ballet, basketball and other 
things. My high school was somewhat of a 
performing arts school. You had to choose the 
talent you had in 5th grade. They had theater, 
dance, orchestra, they also had a glee club. I 
decided I wanted to be in the dance class. A 
big motivation was that there was a girl in the 
class that I liked. However, I liked the class too.

If  you were a student and had yourself as 
your teacher, would you meet the standards 
you hold for your students?
It would be difficult for me to meet the re-
quirements that I set now. The students that 
I teach now or that I’ve been teaching for 10 
years are more focused in school. I was not 
that academically focused at the time. I wrote 
poetry, I read, I danced, I played basketball, 
and most of the time I would be out from 6 in 
the morning to late at night and so I would go 
to sleep right away.

What college did you go to?
I went to Trinity College, in Hartford, Con-
necticut, after I graduated there I went to 
NYU and that was all.

What was your major in college?
I had a double major. I initially thought that I 
wanted to be a lawyer and I also really liked 
literature, and so I chose Political Science and 
Children’s Literature.

What was the first class you failed?
I felt like the classes in the Bronx were pretty 
easy and then I moved to a boarding school 
and the classes got more difficult. I didn’t 
have a lot of training in the things that they 
required me to do. There were only 7-8 kids 
in the classes and it was hard to hide. In New 
York there were larger class sizes and so I 
could hide from the work. Actually, I failed 
two classes that semester and those classes 
were a humanities class and a math class. I 
failed them because I was unable to learn or 
to understand the content, and how to write 
the essay in the way the teacher wanted me 
to write it. But by the end of the school year 
I was able to achieve honor roll because of 
hard work.

What made you want to be an English teach-
er?
I fell into it, my whole goal was to teach for 
a few years then go to law school and be a 
lawyer. I wanted to help mold the mind of 
kids to change the world. Working with the 
children made me realize that I made more of 
a difference teaching than I would as a lawyer. 
I decided that I wanted to stick with being a 
teacher. I also liked writing, especially poetry, 
and I felt that law school would pull me away 
from that hobby. As an English teacher I could 
teach in the classroom and still go out and be 
an activist.

What is your favorite part of BSGE?
What I enjoy most about BSGE is the freedom 
that people have to be themselves, both teach-
ers and students, it is really encouraged for 
people to voice their opinion. I really respect 
that because only through atmospheres and 
settings like that can we help them people 
be more impactful with things that they are 
passionate about. Limiting them does not help 
them learn. We want kids to leave here say-
ing, “Hey, I did this.” For as long as I’ve been 
here the students have been encouraged to be 
themselves.

Who inspires you?
I never thought that I would be a teacher, the 
two things that I expected the most were being 
a basketball player or being a lawyer. I was 
really affected by a career day in my school 
and I knew that I wanted to be a lawyer. Malik 
Sealy (a former NBA player) went to my high 
school and he visited my school and I remem-
ber him saying how he was our height and 
wasn’t that good, but worked hard to become 
a basketball player. He was very inspiring. But 
those are the two things that I thought about, 
and I never thought of being a teacher. It was 
never in my mind. After college, I got the op-
portunity to teach, and I’m still teaching to 
this day.

Who was your favorite super hero as a kid 
(and maybe still now)?
I actually liked He-Man. I also liked Lion-O 
from the ThunderCats. I used to watch these 
shows everyday when I came home from 
school. They were very similar characters. To 
be honest, I was not really into super heroes 
at the time because I was more into sports and 
collecting sports cards.

If  you were to win the lottery, what would you 
do with the money? Would you stop teaching? 
If  it were a million dollars I would invest in 
some sort of foundation. It would be to help 
the less fortunate and disadvantaged, the 
people who have a hard time with their lives. 
I came from a rough environment, and I feel 
that if  I wasn’t helped by the mentors I had, 
I could have become violent and dangerous. 
Those mentors were funded by a foundation 
and I think that the foundation helped me do 
things that I could have never done otherwise. 
I would want to donate to a similar foundation 
to help other kids like me.

We are two months into a new school year 
at BSGE, and it’s obvious that everybody has 
already started to think about the next break 
that they’ll have. However, most students 
have also begun to consider how they are go-
ing to succeed academically more than they 
previously had.

Time management plays a huge role in get-
ting decent grades. Akifah Ahmed ‘21 ex-
plained, “I manage my time by timing myself 
while I’m doing my homework, which makes 
it easier for me to do my own things in my 
own time later on.” Agreeing with Akifah, 
Lakshya Rajoria ‘21 commented, “I organize 
my time by finishing all of my homework by 
9:30 PM. I also try to do both A-day and B-
day homework on the weekends, since I have 
enough time to catch up on my schoolwork.” 

Classes that demand critical thinking of stu-
dents are generally the classes that they have 
trouble with. “I have the hardest time with 
science, since we have so many unexpected 
quizzes,” Lakshya said. “I have the most trou-
ble with Spanish class, since I’m not really 
used to the language,” explained Akifah.

The thing that students stress the most about 
in terms of academic success is working 
hard and studying, which is probably what 
every student thinks of when they envision 
themselves getting great grades and forming 

positive 
relation-
ships 
with 
their 
teachers.

When 
asked 

if  they had any advice to give to younger 
grades, all BSGE students seemed to be on 
the same page, no matter where they were in 
their schooling. “Take your classes seriously 
and do your best to maximize your prepara-
tion for the IB,” said Rinni Sutanto ‘17. Lynca 
Saito ‘21, on the other hand, advised students 
to “avoid slacking off. Manage your time 
wisely and ask questions to improve your 
understanding of the material.”

BSGE is a school that is recognized for the 
humongous workload and stress that its stu-
dents go deal with on a daily basis. Students 
have to find creative ways of finishing their 
work in the most efficient way possible in 
order to be successful in school, so they try 
different methods of time management and 
see what works best for them. Most students 
agreed that as long as you come up with a 
plan that you can follow well, you should be 
able to accomplish your academic goals.

Students 
Reflect on a 
New School 

Year
IDE KAFEXHIU ‘19 

AND MATTHEW DUDA ‘19

“maximize 
your prepara-
tion for IB...”


