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Mondays: 
- Helping Hands @2:15 in Room 203

Tuesdays:
- Ceramics Club @ 2:20 in the Art Room

Wednesdays:
- The Bacc Rag @ 2:20 in Room 304
- Business Club @ 2:15 in Room 400
- Dramatic Arts Club @ 2:20 in Library
- French Club @ 3:00 in Room 205
- Middle School Math Club @2:20 in 416
- Model UN @ 2:15 in Room 303
- Mouse Squad @ 2:15 in Room 402
- Origami Club @2:15 in Conference Room
- Zumba @ 2:20 in Room 214

Thursdays:
- Yearbook @2:20 in Room 416
- Knitting Club @2:15 in the Library
- Film Club @2:30 in Room 410
- Orchestra@ 2”15 in Room 409
- High School Math Club @2:10 in Room 
400
- Yoga Club @2:15 in Room 214
- Mouse Squad @2:15 in Room 402

Fridays:
- Senior Council @2:20 in the Cafeteria 
- Junior Council @2:20 in Room 300
-Anime Club @ 2:20 in the Conference Room

Schedule for BSGE

IN
THIS
ISSUE:

All’s Fair at the Club Fair

In a successful attempt to raise money and help clubs all over the school 
advertise their existence, the BSGE Business Club hosted a club fair. It 
took place on Tuesday, November 10, in the school cafeteria. From 2:30 
to 4:30 the club ran for students only, and then it continued from 6:00 
to 8:00 during the open house for families, too. When asked about the 
process for creating the event, Carolyn Wang ’16 explained that the 
BBC first came up with the idea last June, and started planning to make 
it a reality by the end of September. She said that the most important 
concern the club had was to make sure that there would be enough 
people participating for the event to be profitable. Due to the vast num-
ber of new clubs this year, that did end up being the case.

These new clubs were a product of the new CAS project. This year, for 
the first time, every IB Diploma student has to participate in a group 
project, and many chose to do that by starting a new club. Much of the 
business the club fair got came from these clubs, such as the new rock 
band. While clubs with a long history at this school, such as Junior 
Council and Yearbook, did have stations, it is safe to say that the new 
influx of clubs this year was a large part in the fair’s success.

(For details on a selected assortment of clubs, check out page 5.)

JUSTIN HAMLIN ‘17
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ABDULLAH SAYED ‘20

NASA’S 
Latest: 
Liquid Wa-
ter on Mars!
Everyone has known for quite a long time that 
solid water – ice – forms on the Martian poles.

But now, what scientists have confirmed is 
the existence of liquid, actually flowing on 
the surface of the planet. In 2011, NASA first 
noticed dark lines on the surface, appearing 
most prominently during the Martian summer.

NASA immediately suspected that these lines 
may represent liquid water, darkening and 
dampening the Martian surface. New imaging 
technology provided the strongest evidence 
that these lines may represent liquid water.

The lines are only visible during the Martian 
Summer and either fade or disappear altogether 
during the Martian Winter. After a lot of fancy 
science, and the help of the Mars renaissance or-
biter, scientists were able to confirm that there is 
indeed liquid water on the surface of the planet.

Or at least a toxic and cor-
rosive patch of mud on Mars.

Although we might be calling it water, it is 
really anything but. The Martian surface 
is too cold and the atmospheric pressure is 
too low for there to be any liquid water that 
would resemble what we might be accus-
tomed to. On Mars the water has been at-
tracted to and condensed with perchlorate 
salts, forming a brine that is able to withstand 
the extremely low temperature and pressure.

With one such new discovery, a new host of 
questions have appeared. Is there any of this 
stuff underground? How much of it is there?

And, perhaps most importantly: could 
the presence of water be a precur-
sor for the development of microbial life?

Only time – and more re-
search from NASA – can tell.

Word From The Real World...

North Korea: 
Testing the 
Limits

ELIO ZEBINATO ‘20

On Wednesday January 6, 2016, North Korea 
announced a successful hydrogen bomb test. 
This test was performed at Sungjibaegam and 
occurred on Tuesday at 8:30 P.M. The test also 
appeared to cause an earthquake with a mag-
nitude of 5.1 that was east-southeast from the 
test site. This is concerning news because of 
the hostile relations between the United States 
and North Korea. On a North Korean televi-
sion channel, a news anchor stated that “there 
can neither be suspension of nuclear develop-
ment, nor nuclear dismantlement, unless the 
U.S. rolls back its vicious and hostile policy 
towards North Korea.” So the United Nations 
Security Council held a closed door meeting 
discussing potential ways to address this issue.

But on January 13 2016, North Korea stated 
that “the scientists and technicians of the DPRK 
[Democratic People’s Republic of Korea] are in 
high spirit to detonate H-bombs capable of wip-
ing out the whole territory of the US all at once.” 
These bomb threats have put the U.S. military 
on high guard, and U.S. troops stationed at 
South Korea have been instructed to keep close 
watch on North Korea. The UN Security Coun-
cil has condemned North Korea’s bomb tests.

Some, however, have debated over the validity 
of the test claims. Norsar, a Norway-based re-
search group that monitors seismic readings, 
found that the blast was equivalent to less than 
10,000 tons of TNT and was far less powerful 
than the atomic bombs used on Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki. Other research institutes say that 
based on similar evidence, the test does not seem 
like a hydrogen bomb, although it is too early 
to conclusively determine the truth. Nonethe-
less, this statement caught the world’s attention, 
which could potentially be North Korea’s mo-
tive for lying about or exaggerating the truth.

“H-bombs capa-
ble of wiping out 
the whole terri-
tory of the U.S...”
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MOSHAN GUO ‘17

What’s Up 
With CAS 
Group 
Projects?
This year, juniors and seniors in BSGE have 
been introduced to a new assignment that 
they have to complete as part of the Creativ-
ity, Action and Service (CAS) requirement 
for the IB Diploma Program. The CAS Group 
Project, which in BSGE must center around 
the theme of human rights in order to main-
tain a global perspective, is an 8-week long 
project that can happen either during the 
school year or over the summer. Aside from 
the human rights requirement, which is 
relatively broad, students can choose to do 
anything that falls under one or more of the 
three CAS sections. Below are some sample 
group projects that juniors are currently 
working on:

Jonathan Kim, Aadarsh Devkota, Kenneth 
Sue, Jotham Kim, Nicholas Jung

Supervisor: Mildred

The group is forming a band in order to 
make music to promote happiness and joy. 
It will also compose cover songs in order to 
encourage others to believe in oneself.

Maddalena Carusone, Elizabeth Levkovich, 
Shauna McKenzie, Rummana Amrin, Loli 
Alvarez

Supervisor: Ms. Silva

The group is making a fashion show that will 
be sponsored by an organization that donates 
clothing to needy people. Its goal is to incor-
porate both ancient and modernized culture 
through the outfits it presents, including 
traditional Indian, Mexican, Spanish, Native 
American, and Chinese clothing.

Onita Alija, Alexandra Ramos, Mahdia 
Ahmed, Natalia Melion, Andres Ramos

Supervisor: Ms. You

The group will raise money for refugees and 
get medical supplies for them by selling teddy 
bears. They have set $1000 as a preliminary 
fundraising goal.

Group: Najwa Jamal, Rinni Sutanto, Yusra 
Bourara, Anamaria Alvarez, Tristan McKen-
na, Mohammad Sarwarkon, Kevin Ordonez

The group is planning to create winter kits 
for the homeless by raising funds, such as 
holding bake sales or asking other companies 
for donations. The students want to include 
items like hats, scarves, or instant oatmeal in 
their winter kits and have other organiza-
tions distribute the kits to the homeless.

7th Grader 
Models for 
Macy’s, Old 
Navy, Target

MATTHEW DUDA ‘19

Most BSGE students don’t have the slightest 
idea that a real model is walking in their midst. 
Gregory Briggler ‘21 has been featured in ad-
vertisements for large retailers including Tar-
get, Macy’s, and Old Navy – big achievements 
for somebody who is only 12 years old.

Gregory started modeling because his moth-
er signed him up when he was 9 years old. 
His first shoot was for a British company 
called Next. He’s a versatile model. “I mod-
el fashion made for every season,” he said.

The average BSGE student has a fairly large 
workload – is modeling a distraction? “It 
doesn’t affect me that much, since I manage 
all of my schoolwork well,” Gregory told us. 
“Sometimes I’m free so I can catch up with 
friends that I don’t talk to that often.” When 
asked about what he does with the mon-
ey he makes, Gregory said, “I usually spend 
it on things I need, like the computer that I 
recently bought. After getting something, I 
try to find something else to save up for.”

Of course, being a model for huge com-
panies has its fair share of stardom. When 
asked about how others react to his modeling, 
Gregory said, “People are usually surprised 
and can’t believe it, but eventually they come 
to a conclusion of acceptance.” However, 
he doesn’t enjoy the times when modeling 
starts to change how people regard him. He 
explained, “I don’t like to be a showoff, so if  
modeling makes me look like one, then it gets 
on my nerves.” Gregory also dislikes doing a 
shoot with a certain type of people. “I espe-
cially hate it when I have to work with people 
that don’t talk much and go by the book.”

Even though his mother initiated his career, he 
still would have chosen to model if  he was giv-
en the choice. “Everything is straightforward 
and the staff guides me through it,” explained 
Gregory. “Modeling truly isn’t that difficult.”

The Effects of 
Music on the 

Working Brain
ABHAY BISHT ‘20

Everyone has a preferred method of study-
ing or completing homework, and for many 
students, this involves listening to their 
favorite music, despite the fact that parents 
and teachers often warn against this strategy. 
Some researchers claim that classical music 
is the most beneficial genre to listen to while 
working, while others suggest that any music 
is acceptable. In fact, some argue that lis-
tening to music while doing homework can 
potentially increase your IQ level. 

Other studies suggest the opposite. According 
to a study conducted by Sheela Doraiswamy 
on mindthesciencegap.org, students are bet-
ter off working with little to no background 
noise. In one room, students took a test in a 
quiet environment. In the second room, stu-
dents took a test in an environment where a 
repeating noise, like a loud heater, was pres-
ent. In the third room, students took a test 
with different numbers being announced in 
a random order. In the fourth room, students 
took a test with their favorite music playing. 
In the fifth room, students took a test with 
their least favorite type of music playing. At 
the end, the results showed that the students 
with no noise and a repeating noise were the 
most successful on the test. Some students 
in the other rooms did well, although the 
majority scored significantly lower than the 
students in rooms one and two. It all depends 
on how distracted you are by the music.

Most students agree that different genres 
of music can affect your homework perfor-
mance, but there is no single genre of music 
that is agreed upon as the best for productiv-
ity. “The type of music I am listening to while 
doing my homework affects the efficiency 
of my work and the quality of it. Sometimes 
if  I am listening to something upbeat while 
working I am motivated to actually do it and 
it gives me some peace in mind,” says Shaima 
Mannan ‘20. She felt that different genres 
of music either helped or negatively affected 
her homework performance. 

Some preferred other types of music. “I feel 
that when I listen to music like jazz, it helps 
me concentrate because it is not boring like 
classical music and it has a certain vibe that 
won’t get me distracted,” explains Lia Papa-
floratos ‘20. She preferred to listen to songs 
that were not very distracting, but classical 
music didn’t seem like an enticing choice 
of music. Some use the “boring” tempo of 
classical music to their advantage. “I listen to 
classical music when I do my homework, and 
it helps me to focus on what I’m doing. The 
calm tempo is not very interesting, making 
homework a better alternative than focus-
ing on the music.” says Melyssa Iazzag ‘20. 
Personally, I don’t listen to music while doing 
homework, as it distracts me more than it 
benefits me.  At the end, it is up to you to 
decide whether you want to listen to music 
or not while doing homework, but remember 
not to get distracted!
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The Buzz: What Is Your New 
Year’s Resolution?

PAMELA LI ‘20 AND CHLOE HUANG ‘20

   “...to be a better person in general.” - Angelica Benares 

“...to get more organized 
because my locker and work-

space is messy.” 
- Megan Gupta-She ‘21

“...to get into college!”
- Alisa Mizukami ‘16

“I don’t have New Year’s resolutions 
because they tend not to happen, so I 
just choose goals throughout the year 

at random points in time.” 
- Mr. Mehan

“to visualize and expect 
the best results from 

everything I am enter-
tained to do.” - Mrs. 

Nikolos

“...to exercise more and to lose 
weight.” - Marius Tanase ‘21

7-1, 7-2, 7-3... 
and 7-4?

WINSTON PENG ‘20

BSGE grades typically are split into 3 
“streams,” but this year the standard 
trend was broken. Many older students 
are wondering why there are three 
seventh grade classes. The Department 
of Education gives more funding to 
larger schools, and since we already 
have a small student body, we must 
maintain our size to get the proper 
funding we need.  This is because of 
the number of 8th graders transfer-
ring out of BSGE for high school last 
year. Usually, around 20% of our stu-
dents leave, but last year, 50% of the 
Class of 2019 left. The natural answer 
would be to accept more kids in order 
to keep the same amount of funding, 
and thus a new 7-4 stream was cre-
ated.

Now, you may be wondering why we 
created a new 7-4 stream instead of 
accepting more ninth graders. The 
reason is that there were more 7th 
graders who passed the cutoff mark 
and managed to get into the school 
(or at least made the waiting list) than 
ninth graders who did. Additionally, 
the number of kids leaving this school 
fluctuates and we have to expect a siz-
able percentage to transfer out in 8th 
grade. Accepting more 7th graders 
assures that we will keep at least 500 
kids in this school, regardless of how 
many decide to leave the next year.

“...to do better in school and 
get my work done.” 
- Thomas Breen ‘20



January 2016      BSGE’s Official Buzz                      Page 5

Running Club: 
Activity and 
Teamwork

RACHEL ZHANG ‘20

BSGE has always offers extracurricular 
options for active students, including 
PSAL varsity teams. This year, however, 
a new club focused on running seems to 
have been a big success among students. 
Running club encourages participants 
with any level of experience to work 
hard and reach their physical goals, and 
have fun at the same time.

The group, popular among younger 
and older students alike, was created 
by tenth grade student, Kohen Rahman 
with the help of guidance counselor 
Timothy David Lang and gym teacher 
Mr. Mac, and the approval of Ms. 
Johnson. “I started the group because 
I love to run,” Kohen explained. “It is 
a form of physical exercise that is so 
simple, but not many people actually get 
around to doing it.”

The club has provided students with 
a chance to spend time outdoors and 
do something they never really had 
the motivation to do. Its was great ex-
perience for anyone who enjoys run-
ning, regardless of prior skill level. “It 
is something that also alleviates stress, 
which we, as students, get a lot of in 
BSGE,” said Kohen.

Members would often go to a local park 
and work on their running skills. Tim 
helped these students strive to reach 
their full potential, running faster and 
building stamina over longer periods 
of time. Many said they had fun par-
ticipating with their friends, and were 
looking forward to joining again next 
season. “It was a lot of fun,” said Olivia 
Wegrowski ’20. “I would do it again if  I 
have time.”

Running club will be open to students 
again this upcoming spring, in addi-
tion to BSGE’s cross country club. Kohen 
hopes that by the fall of 2016, BSGE 
will be able to compete in citywide PSAL 
races with other high schools. If  you 
are interested, anyone is welcome next 
spring!

Since I am addicted to Sudoku puzzles and 
logic games, Middle School Math Club was an 
obvious choice for me. As soon as it opened, 
with Mr. Mehan at its helm, I was on board, 
along with 50 other math enthusiasts. The club 
offers engaging and challenging mathematical 
activities that build skills and logical thinking.

Every Wednesday from 2:15 P.M. to 3:15 P.M. 
the club opens its door. Mr. Mehan, in his typi-
cal engaging manner, makes all the sessions 
enjoyable and exciting. When asked about the 
benefits of joining, Mr. Mehan explains, “stu-
dents [in math club] are exposed to different 
kinds of math problems that they may or may 
not be exposed to during school. Most impor-
tantly, I just want students to have fun social-
izing while doing math.”

Indeed math club creates an opportunity to 
mingle with students who have a similar inter-
est while improving mathematical thinking. 
Yashaswi Manneru ’21 agrees, “I have a great 
interest in math. Math club helps me to have 
more opportunities to express that interest.” In 
addition, Math Club cultivates the spirit of co-
operation and teamwork. All of us, working in 
small groups, contribute to solving problems. 
As one of the members of the Middle School 
Math Club, Elisabeth Gadzic ‘21, states, “Math 
has always been a big part of my life: my 
parents enjoy math, so I came to love it myself. 
Joining math club was an exciting and cool 
experience. I am able to develop my skills and 
area of expertise.” Elisabeth also says, “collab-
orating with other people is my favorite part of 
this afterschool program because we can learn 
other ways of completing problems.”

Middle School Math Club offers challenging 
problems to test our mathematical skills and 
logical thinking. Megan Gupta-She ’21 adds,  
“Math is a fun subject for me, and the most 
exciting thing about Math Club is the compe-
titions we have and learn from.” During one 
of our sessions, we tested our knowledge and 
logical thinking as we took the official AMC-8 
(American Mathematics Competitions).

Overall, Math club can be an amazing expe-
rience that can be both fun and rewarding: 
meeting and socializing with fellow Philomaths 
(math lovers) while developing our critical 
thinking capabilities. Here is one of Raymond 
Smullyan’s puzzles to test your thinking:

On a fictional island, all inhabitants are either 
knights, who always tell the truth, or knaves, 
who always lie.
John and Bill are residents of the island of 
knights and knaves.

Question 1
John says: We are both knaves. Who is what?
Question 2
John: If  (and only if) Bill is a knave, then I am 
a knave. Bill: We are of different kinds. Who is 
who?

Check out thebaccrag.com for the answers!

Stitch To 
Enrich: Sewing 

For a Cause

The Marvelous 
Math Club

CAMILLA KHAN ‘18

RESHMI ANWAR ‘21

Stitch to Enrich, a new club at BSGE, held 
its first meeting on Thursday, November 
5th. The club, created by Amelia Chen ‘18 
and me, Camilla Khan ‘18, combines art 
and community service. Club meetings are 
held every Thursday from 2:15 to 3:15 in 
the art room with Mr. Sheridan as the club 
advisor. During this time, students learn 
how to sew stuffed animals that will even-
tually be donated to children’s hospitals in 
New York City. No previous sewing knowl-
edge or experience is required. The club 
will teach its members how to design and 
sew stuffed toys in no time.

Amelia and I chose to create this club 
because we wanted to give back to our 
community. We came up with the idea of 
stitching our own stuffed animals to donate 
because we wanted to do something differ-
ent from other programs at BSGE like the 
annual Toy Drive, Penny Harvest, or the 
Food Drive. By having students design and 
put together the toys, they express their 
dedication to helping their community. It 
would, of course, be much easier to simply 
purchase the stuffed animals but taking the 
time to create them demonstrates students’ 
care and kindness through their hard 
work.

Students seemed to be a bit skeptical about 
joining, but once they did they got to enjoy 
it. Ben Bagbek ‘18 says, “At first I didn’t 
think the club would be that interesting 
but since I was curious I joined the club 
anyways. I really enjoyed the first meet-
ing and continue to go every Thursday. 
It’s super fun and I’m glad I joined!” We 
promise you will enjoy the time spent cre-
ating stuffed animals and toys and you will 
be putting smiles on children’s faces while 
doing so. Besides bringing fun and fulfill-
ment while exploring your creativity, Stitch 
to Enrich can gain you CAS hours. If  you’re 
interested or have any questions, feel free 
to email me or Amelia at 18khanc@bsge.
org or 18chenam@bsge.org. Stop by the 
art room this Thursday to check it out. We 
look forward to seeing you there!

For this issue, we chose to highlight 
three BSGE clubs in honor of the 

club fair.
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Progress Reports and 
Parent Teacher 

Conferences: Raising 
Grades Before Final 

Report Cards
Even though learning the content 
is said to be the most important 
part of classes, students still feel 
a nervous anticipation as report 
cards and parent-teacher confer-
ence come closer, no matter the 
grade.

It seems expectations are different 
for each student as well, especially 
for the first semester of the school 
year. Mohammed Rahman ‘20 
explains that he thinks he will do 
pretty well, but when asked what 
specific grade he expects to get, he 
said “an average of around 4s and 
5s.”

“I mean, it depends on your defi-
nition of ‘great’…For this semes-
ter, I just want to pass, really… ” 
says Jonathan Chen ‘21. “I expect-
ed…fives and sixes, but nope! I got 
hit with threes and fours.”

Students don’t need to be sur-
prised by their grades, as most 
students in Baccalaureate know. 
Engrade is a website that several 
teachers use and is one way stu-
dents can check their grades daily 
for any changes in their academ-
ics.

“I like to think I keep it real with 
myself. I’m pretty honest with my-
self.” says an anonymous student. 
“Also, most teachers will show you 
your grades before you get the 
progress report.”

After BSGE students got their first 
progress reports back, parents 
attended the first Parent Teacher 
Conference of the year in Novem-
ber. Many students felt that the 
Parent Teacher Conference was an 
important way for their parents 
to stay up-to-date on their child’s 
academics. Those whose parents 
didn’t go found other ways to 
inform their parents. “My parents 
couldn’t go because they had no 
time, but I still keep them pretty 
involved,”  a source informs us. 
Even for students who felt as if  

their grades weren’t very good, 
they still agreed that the Parent 
Teacher Conference was some-
thing their parents should go to 
regardless.

However, there is still time to 
improve; after all, we are not 
even halfway through the school 
year. “Mr. Anderson gives weekly 
vocabulary quizzes, so I should 
do better on those,” Jonathan ‘19 
explains. Little things like that can 
bring a student’s grade up before 
they know it.

As our anonymous source tells us, 
“There are going to be a lot more 
opportunities to fix whatever I did 
wrong.”

“little things 
like [quizzes] 
can bring 
a student’s 
grade up be-
fore they 
know it... 
there are go-
ing to be a lot 
more oppor-
tunities to fix 
whatever I 
did wrong.”

JAIME TRAN ‘20 AND JASMINE SHUM ‘20

The Force Awakens - 
And So Does A New 
Breed of Star Wars

MAYA JUMAN ‘16

I grew up on Star Wars - and yes, 
I am aware of the faint laughter I 
hear from “original” 1970s fans 
as I say that. But I’m as real a fan 
as a teenager in 2016 can be. My 
parents thankfully raised me on 
the original trilogy, and so when I 
heard that George Lucas had sold 
Star Wars to Disney, I cringed. I 
rolled my eyes at promotional 
merchandise and trailers and the 
spherical orange wannabe R2-D2.

But of course, on December 17th, 
I found myself at the premiere of 
Episode VII: The Force Awakens, 
robe-clad with lightsaber in tow.

The Force Awakens follows the 
journey of Rey, a spunky young 
heroine with a mysterious past 
from a sandy planet (eerily simi-
lar to Tatooine) and Finn, a rogue 
stormtrooper who abandons the 
totalitarian First Order (eerily 
similar to the Empire) amidst a 
galaxy-wide search for missing 
Jedi Luke Skywalker. The Resis-
tance, headed by General Leia 
Organa (eerily similar to the Rebel 
Alliance) is seeking to destroy 
the First Order’s weapon of mass 
destruction, Starkiller Base (eerily 
similar to the Death Star). You get 
the idea.

So I’ll toss my review out there, 
even though everyone, their aunt, 
and their pet cats have already 
shared their opinions all over your 
Facebook feed. The Force Awak-
ens met my expectations, which, 
granted, I kept pretty low, but I 
have to give J.J. Abrams credit for 
not completely trashing the saga. I 
appreciated the attempts at in-
creasing diversity and breaking 
stereotypes, heavy-handed as they 

may have been. Leia is no longer 
a “princess,” but now a general. 
And Rey doesn’t need Finn’s help 
or affections to kick some seri-
ous butt in this movie. I’m all for 
a strong female lead, but we also 
don’t need J.J. Abrams hitting us 
over the head with how liberal his 
screenwriting is in every line of 
awkward Rey/Finn dialogue.

This is a Star Wars that does not 
take itself too seriously. One of 
the earmarks of the first 6 Star 
Wars movies was the fact that 
humor was limited to R2-D2’s 
antics, C-3PO’s flustered speech, 
and Han/Leia banter. The Force 
Awakens, however, gently makes 
fun of itself and is a lot more 
self-aware. This is not necessarily 
a bad thing at all, but just makes it 
feel like less of a classic Star Wars 
episode.

The movie is pitched to nostalgic 
fans, but from my observation, has 
been most popular among new-
comers to the franchise. The script 
is peppered with plenty of classic 
lines - “I’ve got a bad feeling about 
this” - but fans recognize that 
the movie is a better classified as 
an homage than as a new install-
ment. If  you feel extreme deja vu 
while watching it, remember that 
you’ve basically seen this movie 
before. The plot is very predict-
able and runs parallel to A New 
Hope. There’s a masked, morally-
conflicted dark lord, Han/Chewie 
smuggling drama, and a scene in 
a cantina full of aliens. And (mild 
spoiler, although if  you care about 
Star Wars I don’t know why you 
haven’t seen it by now) why on 
earth did someone think a third 
Death Star (let’s just call it what 
it is) was a good idea?! It didn’t 
work the first two times. Come on, 
bad guys. Get with the program.

I acknowledge that I wouldn’t be 
totally happy with any version 
of a new movie, so I can’t com-
plain much. The Force Awakens 
is a good movie. I’m not sure it’s 
a great installment, but hey, if  it’s 
better than The Phantom Menace, 
who knows what could happen 
with the next two?

Regardless, millennials, do your-
selves a favor and watch the origi-
nal trilogy and the prequels before 
watching this one. J.J. Abrams’ Star 
Wars movies aren’t the movies 
you’re looking for.

Source: starwars.com

FOLLOW US ON 
INSTAGRAM! 

@THEBACCRAG
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CAMILLA KHAN ‘18 AND LUKE MAXWELL ‘18

A TV celebrity roams the narrow 
hallways of BSGE and his name is 
Josh Reisner ’21. Josh was a finalist 
in the competitive television show 
“MasterChef Junior.” A temporary 
home to the top 16 young chefs in 
America, MasterChef Junior 
features desperate culinary battles 
for a chance to win a prize of 
$100,000. Josh, aged ten at the 
time, made his mark in the compe-
tition during Season 2. With skills 
rivaling those of professional 
adults, Josh worked hard, made 
friends, and learned much more 
about cooking. During an inter-
view, he spoke about his experi-
ences on the show and his plans 
for the future.

Q: How was your experience at 
MasterChef?

A: I liked the filming process as 
well as the experiences I had after 
it was over. It made me to like 
cooking more and realize that it 
is something that I am passionate 
about.

Q: How did you become interested 
in cooking/culinary art?

A: There was a cooking place near 
my house. I had a birthday party 
there when I was six years old. 
I had so much fun that day and 
decided that cooking was definitely 
something that I wanted to pursue. 
I’ve been cooking ever since.

Q: What made you decide to go on 
the show?

A: At first, I didn’t want to go on 
the show at all because kids from 
the previous seasons told me how 
much pressure and stress it in-
volved. I was afraid of the judges 
and other contestants being mean. 
However, after giving it some 
thought, I decided that it was 

worth a shot and would be a great 
opportunity. I auditioned and made 
it through.

Q: How did you audition for a role 
and get on the show?

A: There were a few auditions/
interviews to see what my cooking 
skills were like along with what 
kind of personality I had. It was all 
extremely stressful.

Q: How long did auditioning and 
filming last?

A: It went from about January 
to late April. I stayed in LA from 
late March to early April to film. 
I missed school for about three 
weeks but I was assigned a tutor in 
LA to help me with the school work 
I was missing. At the time, I was in 
the fifth grade and missed a day of 
the New York State ELA Exam due 
to filming. The first episode aired 
in November of 2014.

Q: What did your friends think 
about the show?

A: They had mixed feelings about 
me being on television but overall 
they thought it was pretty cool.

Q: How far did you get in the com-
petition?

A: I was in the Top 8. Even though 
I didn’t win, I still had a great time.

Q: Do you plan on going to culinary 
school in the future?

A: No, I want to go to an Ivy League 
college but I will continue to cook. 
In the future, I would like to own 
or manage a restaurant.

Q: What’s your favorite dish?

A: I avoid ingredients that are 
trending. I love cooking dishes 
with ramen. I tend to eat it around 
4 times a week because I love it so 
much.

Q: How often do you cook?

A: I cook dinner for my family four 
nights a week.

A MasterChef Among Us Open House for Current 
7th and 8th Graders

PAMELA LI ‘20 AND CHLOE HUANG ‘20

Students, parents, faculty and 
alumni gathered in the cafeteria 
for the school’s first open house 
for current BSGE 7th and 8th 
graders on November 10th. That 
evening, teachers and alumni from 
the school spoke to 7th and 8th 
grade students and their families 
about the school, the IB program, 
and why they should consider 
staying at BSGE for high school 
instead of transferring.

Every fall, middle school families 
begin to think about applying to 
high schools. Open houses are 
conducted in other high schools 
for students and parents to learn 
about what they have to offer. This 
is not something BSGE has done 
prior to this school year. “What 
ends up happening is parents get 
a lot of information about other 
schools and are not getting infor-
mation about our high school,” 
explained the guidance counselor, 
Timothy David Lang.

This night was a chance to speak 
to current 7th and 8th grade 
parents about the high school 
program here at BSGE. In the front 
of the cafeteria stood a panel of 
speakers, consisting of current 
BSGE students, alumni, IB coor-
dinator Jennifer Dikes, Tim David 
Lang, and college counselor Peter 
Wilson. 

Alumni stood and described 
their overall individual experi-
ence at BSGE, how it compared to 
what they had heard about other 

schools in New York City, and why 
they decided to stay in BSGE after 
8th grade. “I liked how they had 
their own personal and practi-
cal experiences to relay,” Tim 
said. “It’s a different thing when a 
student graduates within the last 
several years and they are in col-
lege or they have a job. They can 
talk much more specifically about 
their experiences. So I think that’s 
meaningful in a unique way.”

The main difference between 
BSGE and other New York City 
high schools such as Stuyvesant 
or Townsend Harris is that BSGE 
is an IB school, where all students 
are enrolled in or are in prepara-
tion for the IB diploma program. 
Students in other high schools 
mainly take AP classes.

Some parents expressed confusion 
about the difference between AP 
and IB prior to attending the open 
house. AP is a series of classes 
while IB is an entire program. In 
schools that offer AP, students can 
advance in certain subjects and 
not advance in others, giving them 
more choice in their classes. On 
the other hand, IB students have to 
take advanced classes in all sub-
jects, in order for their learning to 
be more structured and balanced. 
This challenges students and en-
courages them to step out of their 
comfort zones.

In general, students and par-
ents found the open house night 
beneficial as they felt that they’ve 
learned a lot about BSGE as a high 
school. “Many people were there 
and it was very informational in 
terms of how the school presented 
itself,” commented Scott Siegel 
‘20. “I also got to gain a new per-
spective on what BSGE is as a high 
school, in addition to what I’ve 
experienced in past years.”

On what her parents thought of 
the open house, Aoife Kenny ‘20 
said, “My mom was very influ-
enced by the presentation and is 
trying to convince me to consider 
staying here, as a result of that 
night.”

BSGE hopes the open house will 
persuade more families to have 
their children stay here for high 
school. Aoife adds, “Before the 
presentations, I was kind of 
adamant about leaving but after 
that evening, there is definitely a 
higher chance of deciding to stay 
here.”

“what ends 
up happening 
is parents get 
a lot of infor-
mation about 
other schools 
and not about 
what our own 
high school 
offers”

Josh hard at work in the MasterChef kitchen. Source: thetvaddict.com



January 2016      BSGE’s Official Buzz                           Page 8

Teacher of the Month: 
Ms. Meifen Xia

VIVIAN YAN ‘16

Ms. Xia is the new Chinese teacher at BSGE 
and she teaches eighth, tenth, and eleventh 
graders.

Where are you from? 
Shanghai, China. I was born and raised in the 
city.

What did you parents do? 
They are in China now. My father is a chem-
ist and he was like a magician; he was able 
to answer any questions I had. My mother is 
a designer and she didn’t speak a lot, but she 
would take care of us. I grew up with two 
older sisters.

What was school like when you were in high 
school? 
I went to a specialized high school about 30 
years ago. I remember taking a math test every 
Monday after school, because my teacher 
didn’t want to waste teaching time in class. It 
made me unafraid of any test. Also, the class-
room was much different because girls could 
not sit with boys. We were not encouraged to 
date in high school. I knew only one couple 
in high school who secretly dated and no one 
found out until college.

What did you like to do for fun as a teenager?
We would go to a rollerskating rink near 
school. It’s really crowded in Shanghai, so we 
couldn’t just roller skate on the streets.

Did you have any pets? 
I used to have a panda rabbit. It was black and 
white, and miniature so no matter how much 
it ate it would never get fat. But when I had 
my son, I had to give my rabbit away because 
he would play with the rabbit by squeezing 
him.

Do you have a favorite color? 
Maybe white, green? I’m colorblind, so I try 
not to say the color of things because I’m usu-
ally wrong.

Did you go to college in China? 
Yes, I graduated from a university in China. I 
moved here in 1993. Before I came to Amer-
ica, I was in Tokyo. I got a scholarship from a 
university in Tokyo and got a Master’s degree 
in Japanese.

What made you choose your major?
 I started teaching myself Japanese and French 
when I was in sixth grade by listening to the 
radio. I decided to study Japanese because I 
was told by my high school advisers that it 
was easier to get a job with that skill. I didn’t 
major in English because we started to learn it 
in elementary school. By the time I graduated 
from high school, I thought my English was 
okay, so I wanted to pursue another language. 
I love language.

What did you do after getting your Master’s 
degree? 
I started teaching Japanese to foreigners as a 
second language in Japan. I didn’t want to lose 
my English skills so I thought about studying 
English some more. I took the TOEFL, GRE, 
and applied to universities in America. I got a 
scholarship from St. John’s University.

What was your first teaching job in America? 
I was a teacher’s assistant at St. John’s. Over 
the summer of 1994, I was teaching Chinese 
and Japanese at a private school.

What led you to teaching at BSGE? 
I came to BSGE because I heard good things 
about the IB program and I wanted my son to 
go for the IB diploma. I know that this pro-
gram is very challenging; more challenging 
than APs. I found out that most of the students 
in this school can take the IB exams and many 
get the IB diploma, so right away I knew this 
was a good school.

Does your son go to this school? 
He goes to school in New Jersey because that’s 
where we live. He’s in 9th grade and his name 
is Jeffrey. His school does not offer Chinese so 
he’s taking Spanish. He gets good grades.

Is Jeffrey your only child? 
Yes. I also wanted to have a daughter, because 
in Chinese, the character for girl and the 
character for boy put together says “good.” 
I thought about having another child after 
having my son, but then people told me that I 
would have another boy, not a girl. I’m a little 
superstitious so I believed them.

What name would you give your daughter? 
Something short and American like Grace or 
Hope. But if  I gave them a Chinese name, it 
would take time. I would first think of three 
characters, then read a book explaining 
whether the combination of strokes would be 
lucky; the first and last names are like omens.

What does your Chinese name mean? 
My first name is Meifen and it means “beauti-
ful flower.”

How would you describe your students? 
They are motivated, disciplined, and they 
want to learn. They are fabulous.

Did you celebrate Christmas this year? 
I don’t really celebrate it spiritually but I give 
gifts to my family; I think it’s an opportunity 
to show your love.

Avonte 
Oquendo was 
a special 
needs student 
who died in 
October 2013 
because he 
wandered 
outside of 
school 
through a side 
door that had 
been left open. 

Although this was quite a sad event for all of 
New York, there is now a new law enacted to 
avert similar incidents in the future. Avonte’s 
law was officially put into effect on August 7, 
2014 and because of it, all but 34 schools in 
New York City will receive alarms so that 
students cannot leave undetected. Alarms must 
be installed on doors that do not have a guard 
which is why they are generally installed on 
the back/side doors and not on the main doors 
of school buildings. The installation of all 
21,000 alarms in New York City cost approxi-
mately $5.55 million.

As a results, our 
back door is now 
armed with a 
newly installed 
alarm that will 
go off if  any-
one leaves. This 
alarm will alert 
faculty members 
that someone has 
left the building, 
and staff will be 
able to run out-
side and retrieve 
the student. 
BSGE’s custodian 
Darnell says, “It’s 
a great idea and 

I’m all for it. After what happened to Avonte, 
it is a necessity to prevent events like that from 
happening again in the future.”

In addition to door alarms, the law will also 
provide voluntary tracking devices for children 
who have similar conditions and tendencies to 
run. This would be expanding a program that 
currently helps track people with Alzheimer’s 
disease. Almost 50% of teens and children with 
autism have tried to run away or have strayed 
from their caretakers, which is why having 
tracking devices would be extremely useful in 
case of emergency. Statistics show that most 
kids who were lost and wearing a device were 
found within about 30 minutes. It has a fairly 
low cost and could mean the difference be-
tween life and death of a child. Both the instal-
lation of the alarms and the voluntary tracking 
devices will hopefully be effective tools in the 
future to prevent any more incidents.

Avonte’s Law: 
How Does It 
Affect Us?

ANNIE CHENG ‘18

“it is a ne-
cessity to 
prevent 
events like 
that from 
happening 
again”


