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Mondays: 
- Helping Hands @2:15 in Room 203

Tuesdays:
- Ceramics Club @ 2:20 in the Art Room
-Fashion Club @ 3:15 in room 307
-Model UN @2:15 in Conference Room
-Photography @3:30 in room 304
-Rock band @ 2:15 in room 409

Wednesdays:
- The Bacc Rag @ 2:20 in Room 304
- Business Club @ 2:15 in Room 400
- French Club @ 3:00 in Room 205
- Middle School Math Club @2:20 in 416
- Mouse Squad @ 2:15 in Room 402
- Origami Club @2:15 in Conference Room
- Zumba @ 2:20 in Room 214
-Creative Writing @ 2:40 in room 303
-Girls Volleyball @ 2:30 at MPB Gym
-Junior Council @ 2:20 in room 302

Thursdays:
- Yearbook @2:20 in Room 416
- Film Club @2:30 in Room 410
- Orchestra@ 2”15 in Room 409
- HS Math Club @2:10 in Room 400
- Yoga Club @2:15 in Room 214

Fridays:
- Senior Council @2:20 in the Cafeteria 
-Anime Club @ 2:20 in the Conference Room
-Dodgeball Club @ 2:20 in the Cafeteria
-Gay Straight Alliance @2:15 in room 303

Schedule for BSGE

IN
THIS
ISSUE:

2016 Senior Art Exhibitions!

On March 14th and 16th, BSGE seniors had a chance to display their 
two years of hard work on the walls of the nearby Aurora Gallery for 
parents, friends, and teachers to admire. This year’s IB art show was es-
pecially groundbreaking, because it was the first year that two art exhi-
bitions were arranged, instead of one. This was partially due to the size 
of the Class of 2016, as well as new IB requirements for more art to be 
displayed. Half the grade presented their work on Monday while the 
other half did so on Wednesday. 

The exhibition counted as a large part of the Internal Assessment for 
the IB Art exam. “Because of the new IB Visual Arts exam criteria, these 
two exhibitions were the largest BSGE has ever hosted, and were the 
most ambitious,” stated Ms. Schwarz. For many twelfth graders such 
as Inarra Sorathiya ‘16, the art show was rewarding. She said it was 
strange but gratifying to see all her artworks together and after she had 
worked hard preparing her pieces for months. While personal satisfac-
tion was one fulfilling factor, having others there to admire the students 
work was also very validating. Khadija Zulfiqar ‘16 enjoyed having 
her work on display for her parents to see. Gabriel Steinberg ‘16 felt a 
highlight was having friends from other schools come in and see that he 
“actually does work.”
(continued on page 5)

ANOKHA VENUGOPAL ‘19



April 2016      BSGE’s OfficialBuzz         Page 2

Table of Contents
Page 1

2016 Senior Art Exhibitions!

Page 2
Middle School Math Competitions

Arts and Creativity Club

Page 3
Nicole Rodriguez’s Personal Project

5 Hot TV Shows
Changes in BSGE Admissions

Page 4
The Buzz

Headlines From April 1st

8th Graders’ Google Hangouts

Page 5
Senior Art Exhibitions (cont.)

Page 6
Lady Sting Softball Season Starts
Choosing the Right High School

Page 7
Violence in Video Games

A Social Media-Free Month

Page 8
All About the Extended Essay

Basketball Season Recap

The BaccRag Staff
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF: 

Maya Juman

FEATURED STAFF
Moshan Guo

Winston Peng
Pamela Li

Chloe Huang
Daniel Sahr
Owen Smith
Allen Wang

Samantha Vinoya
Anokha Venugopal

David Madrigal
Jaime Tran

Jasmine Shum
Justin Hamlin
Abhay Bisht

Matthew Duda

ADVISOR
Aly Lakhaney

“BSGE’s Official Buzz”
Baccalaureate School for Global Education

34-12 36th Avenue
Astoria, NY 11106

MAYA JUMAN ‘16

Middle 
School Math 
Competition 
Success

BSGE’s middle school math team has been 
succeeding in numerous city and state 
math competitions this spring, led by Mr. 
Mehan. 8th graders Rachael Cheung, Chris-
tie Choi, SiLiang Lei and Christy Guan, as well 
as 7th grader Ahmed Shekani participated 
in the MathCounts citywide chapter com-
petition on February 6th at IS 74, where the 
team won 2nd place. They moved on to the 
state finals, held at Rensselaer Polytechnic In-
stitute in upstate New York on March 18th.

Mr. Mehan commented, “I always want 
them to realize these are not tests, these 
are contests for fun. There is no “I failed!” I 
want them to experience a variety of fun 
competitions and activities. That’s what I 
hope these contests are exposing them to.”

Separate from MathCounts, thirteen BSGE 
7th and 8th graders have qualified to par-
ticipate in MathCON, an academic compe-
tition run by Concept Schools in Chicago on 
April 23rd. Out of 44,000 applicants from 41 
states across the country who took the initial, 
564 were chosen to compete in the day-long 
event, including BSGE’s own Jonathan Chen 
‘21, Hanna Goo ‘21, Megan Gupta-She ‘21, 
Katherine Hlaing ‘21, Steven Lee ‘21, Ivan Rao 
‘21, Ahmed Shekhani ‘21, Rishi Bhatt ‘20, Ra-
chael Cheung ‘20, Aoife Kenny ‘20, SiLiang Lei 
‘20, Chloe Pan ‘20, and Benjamin Wong ‘20.

The event, focused on encouraging students’ 
involvement in STEM fields, consists of a se-
ries of math-related activities through which 
the students win prizes, gift cards and national 
recognition. “We’re incredibly proud when 
any of our students earns recognition for their 
accomplishments, and we’re so excited to have 
these students represent BSGE at MathCON,” 
Principal Kelly Johnson said. “The STEM field 
is such an important part of the future, and 
we actively encourage our teachers and stu-
dents to find fun ways to use STEM inside and 
outside of the classroom. This is a great honor 
not only for our students, but also for BSGE.”

Mr. Mehan also plans to participate in the 
Pi5NY Math Tournament on May 7th at the Ar-
mory, which will host over 1200 6th, 7th and 
8th graders. BSGE will enter 2 teams of 5 7th 
graders each and 2 teams of 5 8th graders each.

Fundraisers are not uncommon in BSGE, es-
pecially with all the bake sales that take 
place. But recently, two eleventh graders, 
Lucia Zhu ‘17 and Moshan Guo ‘17, have 
taken a different approach to fundraising.

They have created the Aesthetic Arts and Cre-
ativity Club, where students make handmade 
crafts to donate to charities. “Once you’re in 
eleventh grade you have to do a CAS proj-
ect and I think it’s a good opportunity to do 
something outside the community or outside 
the school to raise awareness,” explains Lucia.

So how is selling handmade crafts more ef-
fective than a bake sale? “Bake sales usu-
ally require buying food and then selling it, 
while making things is a more hands-on ex-
perience. Making it yourself - in my opin-
ion - you feel more satisfied with it,” says Lu-
cia. She’s not the only one with this mindset.

Gretchen Schwarz, the supervisor for the 
club, agrees. She says, “People are more in-
terested in making things themselves and the 
whole do-it-yourself involvement with ma-
terials, whether it’s jewelry or other items.” 
Currently, students in the club are working 
on making friendship bracelets and knitting.

Moshan, the other founder 
of the club, has been help-
ing inexperienced club 
members improve on their 
bracelet-making skills.

“I would have never 
imagined myself hav-
ing the capability to do it, 
but with Moshan’s help... 
my life has changed,” 
jokes Rashmika Batra 
‘20. “I get to explore 
new boundaries of my 
creative lifestyle.” Hope-
fully, all members will 

soon be able to create handmade crafts 
well enough to sell for the charity.

The club is planning to support the char-
ity Action Against Hunger, which is a char-
ity that provides food for the malnourished, 
especially children. Lucia agrees, “It’s not 
right for kids to die from malnutrition, when 
we know we can do something about it.”

The Arts and Creativity club has just begun this 
year, but it seems like it’s off to a promising start.

A Creative 
Mission to 
Stop Hunger

JAIME TRAN AND JASMINE SHUM ‘20

“you feel 
more satis-
fied with 
making 
things 

yourself... 
it’s more 

hands-on”
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JAIME TRAN AND JASMINE SHUM ‘20

A Personal 
Project To 
End Animal 
Cruelty
This year, Nicole Rodriguez ‘18, a sopho-
more, decided to adopt a pig and a sheep for 
her personal project to save both animals 
from animal abuse. Nicole has been vegan 
for over a year, and has always been pas-
sionate about animal rights. She has used the 
personal project as an opportunity to raise 
money to sponsor Otis the pig and Claria the 
sheep.

“Earlier in the summer, I went to a vegan 
expo which had a display on Sanctuary 
Farms. I knew instantly that this is what I 
wanted to do my personal project on,” Nicole 
explains. Although she was already vegan, 
she was inspired to do more than simply re-
fraining from eating animal products. So she 
successfully guided two animals to a better 
life.

This was accomplished with the help of the 
Safe Haven Sanctuary, which saves animals 
from cruel treatment in farms. Pigs spend 
practically their whole lives in cramped pens 
or sows, and are given little to no room with 
no “fresh air, sunlight or outdoor access.” 
Birds are also some of the most neglected 
animals because they are handled with little 
care and have no laws to protect them. Most 
of these animals are taken away from their 
families.

Otis was one of the animals subjected to this 
neglect in his life; he was abandoned in New 
York City and then sent to a factory farm that 
treated him brutally. Eventually, he was saved 
by the farm sanctuary along with many other 
animals. “When I saw him, I instantly fell 
in love with him.” Nicole confessed. “After 
reading his story, I knew right away that he 
was the one I wanted to help.”

Sheep, pigs, and even turkeys can be adopted 
on the Safe Haven Sanctuary website; Ni-
cole encourages others to learn more about 
the sanctuary at http://safehavensanctuary.
org/. She says, “All the money given to them 
is used to help maintain good lives for the 
animals and ensuring the animals are kept in 
the farms rather than returning to the fac-
tory farms.” Nicole believes that though she 
has only saved two animals, it has changed 
their lives for the better and hopefully, orga-
nizations such as the Safe Haven Sanctuary 
will continue to spread awareness to some-
day stop animal mistreatment.

The Ever-
Changing 
Face of BSGE 
Admissions

ANOKHA VENUGOPAL ‘19
While every student at BSGE has gone 
through an admission process, we might 
not have all taken the same test. Over the 
last few years, the 7th grade admissions 
test has undergone some transformations.

Around 500 to 600 students register to take 
the 7th grade admissions test every year (how-
ever, this doesn’t guarantee that all those stu-
dents will actually show up to take the test). 
In the next round, around half of the people 
that took the test are invited back for an in-
terview. After the interview, around 80-100 
students are accepted, depending on the num-
ber of streams the school is projecting to fill. 

Meril Mousoom ‘21, who was interviewed 
by Shantanu, felt that the test she took prior 
to the interview was fairly difficult. Current-
ly, the test is 90 minutes of math and verbal 
skills, and it’s mostly multiple choice, with 
a few short answer questions. The questions 
asked of her in the interview were quite hy-
pothetical and tested her social and decision-
making skills. Some of the questions were, “If  
you were principal what would you do?”; “If  
you won the lottery what would you do?”; and 
“What would you do in the summer after 12th 
grade?”. Interviewers asked students how 
they would react to certain situations. Prior to 
the test Meril didn’t do extensive preparation; 
mainly, she reviewed several topics briefly.

The test Meril and her fellow 7th graders took 
may have little resemblance to the test taken by 
other grades previously. Each year, the test and 
interview format is modified to make it hard-
er to cheat. Additionally, applicants no longer 
have to write an essay. However, as noted by 
Tim David-Lang, this doesn’t mean that the 
test has gotten easier. A few years ago, the test 
was made more difficult so that administrators 
could have a wider spread in terms of scor-
ing.  Students have consistently been asked for 
the final report card from 5th grade, and the 
first report card from 6th grade, as well as the 
grades from their state exams and attendance. 
All of these grades used to be asked for when 
students came to take the test, but as more 
and more people came to take it, this data was 
collected when people came to take the inter-
view instead. This year, said Tim, due to the 
high number of applicants, the test was taken 
entirely on Scantron multiple choice sheets.

BSGE’s new, more numerical, and less per-
sonalized test format is beginning to resem-
ble the specialized high school exam taken 
by thousands of eighth graders across New 
York City though this is just the first step in 
BSGE’s process. What’s in store for our fu-
ture? BSGE may still be special in many ways, 
but it’s possible that our admissions process 
might not be as unique as it was years ago.

5 Hot TV Shows
DANIEL SAHR AND DAVID MADRIGAL ‘20

TV shows are easier than ever to watch on 
every device. We wanted to know which 
TV shows are most watched among middle 
schoolers at BSGE. Here, we’ve highlighted 
several of the most popular shows.  

Rick and Morty is an animated show that 
follows the adventures of a scientist Rick 
Sanchez and his grandson Morty. The show 
started as a Back to The Future parody and 
evolved into its own show. It has had two sea-
sons with a third in the works for late 2016. 
The show is noted for its witty humor, tack-
ling some very dark themes in a lighthearted 
way. Lars Smeland ‘20 said, “Rick and Morty 
is a great show that I would recommend to 
people who like Doctor Who and Back to 
the Future. The art is very simplistic and the 
show has a colorful supporting cast.”

Friends is the oldest show on this list, and 
it still holds the critical acclaim it received 
from day one. The show follows a group of 
friends living in Manhattan as they develop 
their relationships with each other to truly 
understand what it means to be a friend.  “I 
think what really made me like Friends was 
its perspective on adult life in New York,” ex-
plained Mohammed Rahman ‘20. “Each epi-
sode was pretty nuanced. Plus, who doesn’t 
love sitcoms?” Sofija Obradovic ‘20 added 
that “the acting is great and Friends is hilari-
ous, even after 10 seasons. It is by far one of 
the best American shows ever.”

Sherlock is a show about crime, death, and a 
high-functioning sociopath. Ex-militant John 
Watson becomes the flatmate of consulting 
detective Sherlock Holmes. Throughout the 
show, Sherlock and John battle consulting 
criminal Moriarty, and the show develops 
the drastic changes in Sherlock’s relationship 
with friends and family. While each episode 
is like a mini-movie (about 90 minutes long), 
it is considered one of the most defining 
shows of the 21st century.

Hunter X Hunter is an anime about a boy 
named Gon Freecss, who discovers that his 
father, presumed to be dead, is a Hunter, 
someone who tracks down rare places, ani-
mals, or people. The show follows Gon as he 
becomes a Hunter himself, and vows to find 
his father. Like most anime, the show started 
from a manga in 1999. The show was re-
vived in 2012 and 148 episodes were pro-
duced as a revival to the original manga. Any 
anime fan should watch this show, and it is 
classic.

Every anime fan knows about Fullmetal 
Alchemist. Often voted as the all-time best 
anime, it is an action-adventure anime where 
soldiers of the fantastical country of Ames-
tris use alchemy as superhuman powers. It 
follows brothers Edward and Alphonse Elric 
in their journey to regain the human forms 
they lost when they broke alchemy’s biggest 
taboo: human resurrection. With awesome 
action sequences, the show conveys the cru-
elty and impact of war and violence. Overall, 
the combination of lovable characters and 
a suspenseful and powerful plotline, make 
Fullmetal Alchemist a series that every fan of 
anime (and otherwise) should watch.
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The Buzz: 
What’s the 

Hottest Spring 
Fashion 
Trend?

MOSHAN GUO ‘17 AND CHLOE HUANG ‘20

“Boxers and clothes with vi-
brant colors.” - Jonathan Kim 

‘17

“Stripes are all the rage.” - 
Aoife Kenny ‘20

“Stone gray short jacket 
(zipped) with v-neck shirt 

with a skull, brown color bags, 
brown shoes, woven brown 

belt.” - Mr. Rajiv

“Jotham.” 
- Jotham 
Kim ‘17

8th Graders’ 
Google Hangouts

WINSTON PENG AND OWEN SMITH ‘20

Email is one of the most common forms 
of communication, so it should come 
as no surprise that this school offers its 
own private Google domain - BSGE mail 
- where you can talk with anyone in the 
school (as long as you know their name). 
It is an efficient and easy way for students 
to contact peers and teachers. Many stu-
dents talk with each other almost entirely 
on Google Hangouts, especially since 
students in the 8th grade have invited 
their personal emails and often use video 
chat. According to technology teacher Mr. 
Shantanu Saha, “everyone in 8th grade 
has used their Hangouts in the last week 
or so.” Hangouts is a place where we can 
all contact each other, discuss our inter-
ests, and just, literally, hang out.

Recently, there was some panic after a 
teacher apparently investigated the 8th 
grade Hangouts. Many students were 
scared, because BSGE mail was a place 
where they felt like they could behave as 
freely as they do on any other social me-
dia website. However, after some teachers 
were apparently logged into their BSGE 
mails on certain Hangouts, “history” on 
each and every hangout was turned on, 
most 8th graders were scared into behav-
ing more conservatively on Hangouts. Of 
course, many students now have forgotten 
that what happens on Hangouts is vis-
ible, or just don’t care. It forced students 
to reconsider how they use their BSGE 
emails versus personal emails. However, it 
hasn’t deterred many students from using 
BSGE email. In a recent survey, 8th grad-
ers were asked how often they use their 
BSGE mails, and the answers were all 
either weekly or daily, and that they used 
many of the services that Google offers, 
including Hangouts and Drive. BSGE mail 
is a good place to keep school-related 
documents, because we can easily access 
the files and share them with peers and 
teachers. 50% of the people said they be-
haved more formally on BSGE email, but 
the other half claimed to use the domain 
primarily for other Google services. There 
are some people who use their BSGE ac-
count as they would a personal email, 
and some who use it with more discre-
tion.

In conclusion, BSGE mail is a very conve-
nient way of communication, where you 
can contact teachers and students without 
needing to ask them for their email. How-
ever, it encourages unsupervised conver-
sations that teachers would not allow in 
school. At the end of the day, there ap-
pears to be a miscommunication between 
those who created the BSGE domain and 
those who use it. Intended to be a work 
email, students treat it like the best meth-
od of communication with friends.

Headlines 
From April 1st
BSGE’s Football Team Remains Un-
defeated
BSGE’s Boys Football team recently com-
pleted another undefeated season. The 
team has never lost a single game in the 
14 year history of BSGE. No member of 
the team could be found for comment.
 
Staff-Only Zip Line Under Con-
struction
An unnamed source among the staff re-
cently confirmed that teachers are secret-
ly working on a zip line to take them from 
the 4th floor teacher’s room to a bar two 
blocks away.
 
Only 14% of BSGE Students Aware 
of Petting Zoo on the Roof
Despite outreach and awareness cam-
paigns from the Petting Hands commit-
tee, most students remain unaware that 
there is a fully functioning petting zoo on 
the roof of our school’s building. The zoo 
recently added a female alpaca named 
Maxim. Admission is $5 for students but 
free on Fridays. Club president, Louise 
Belcher, said that members of Petting 
Hands remain optimistic that students 
would take better advantage of the zoo, 
especially with the scheduled arrival of a 
wallaby next fall.

Record Number of BSGE 8th Grad-
ers Leaving For Hogwarts
78% of this year’s current 8th grade are 
planning to leave BSGE and enroll in Hog-
warts School of Witchcraft and Wizardry 
for high school. When asked why he 
planned to leave BSGE, 8th grader Myrtle 
Warren simply stated that BSGE had “too 
many muggles.” Students eager to check 
the school out have been running into 
random brick walls at the 36th Street 
subway station looking for the right train.
 
Senior Selfie Exhibition At Local Art 
Studio
BSGE’s photography club is currently ac-
cepting student submitted selfies for its 
June selfie exhibition titled, “Look at Me! 
I Took This!”

“Pit stains.” 
- Mr. Stone
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2016 Senior Art Exhibitions (continued)
ANOKHA VENUGOPAL ‘19

The twelfth graders were completely justi-
fied in feeling proud of their artwork, as 
so much time and effort were required. 
Ms. Schwarz explained the whole process. 
“The exhibition is a required part of the 
IB Visual Arts exam, and counts for 40% 
of the final grade. Each student selected 
their artworks to exhibit from at least three 
different art-making forms (such as draw-
ing, painting, sculpture, and photography). 
Each student wrote a 700 word Curatorial 
Rationale, which is a written explanation 
of their ideas, thematic concerns, art-mak-
ing process, and clarification of how they 
will arrange the artwork in the gallery, 
and why this is important for the viewers 
to understand the work. Additionally, each 
student wrote their exhibition label text for 
each artwork, stating the artistic intentions, 
as well as the title, medium, and date com-
pleted.” By the end of this journey, each 
IB candidate had eight to eleven artworks 
on display. Each piece took six to ten hours 
of hard work to complete, and sometimes 
even more. Ms. Schwarz remarked, “I be-
lieve that this year’s exhibitions were wildly 
successful, with many well developed and 
thought-provoking artworks to examine.”

Some of these thought-provoking artworks 
included the recurring theme of feminism. 
Some of the artworks that were found 
under this theme illustrated the world’s 
obsession with beauty, and women’s rights. 
Other issues like inequality in social struc-
ture and politics were also explored; Ms. 
Schwarz felt that many of the artworks 
were about “analyzing the inconsisten-
cies we feel.” Still other creations had to do 
with war and military presence in other 
countries. Khadija Zulfiqar’s art was about 
the transition from childhood to adulthood, 
and Gabriel Steinberg created art that 
displays unusual perspectives on everyday 
events. Ms. Schwarz explained that every 
IB candidate prepared their artworks in 
a professional manner, by measuring and 
cutting black mats (like frames). However, 
some students, like Gabriel, albeit proud of 
their work, had hoped to put in more time 
to garner more professional-looking art.

Seniors also had a chance to sell artworks 
in an auction book at the front of the 
gallery. Many pieces were purchased by 
school faculty, parents, and peers, ranging 
in price from five to two hundred dollars. 
Inarra Sorathiya’s charcoal drawing of an 
anatomically correct heart went for thirty 
dollars. The IB Art Show had an incred-
ible turnout despite its short run, and gave 
the BSGE community a chance to applaud 
the commitment and artistic ability of 
the twelfth graders. Inarra captured what 
many seniors felt afterward as she reflected 
on the process. “It’s weird, because you 
work on it for two years, but it isn’t until 
you see it all together that you’re like ‘Wow. 
I did this.’”
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Lady Sting Softball Off 
To Strong Start With 

2016 Season

BSGE’s varsity softball team kicked 
off the season last week, dominat-
ing their first two PSAL games 
against the Young Women’s Lead-
ership School, 20-0, and Long 
Island City High School, 21-1. The 
official games began after several 
weeks of non-league scrimmages 
against Division A and B teams, 
which Lady Sting ended with a 
record of 4 wins, 2 losses and 1 
tie. Lady Sting is looking to win its 
division for the second consecutive 
season, and advance to the play-
offs once again. Captain and 
shortstop Nina Don ‘16 shared her 
thoughts on the start of the sea-
son. “I feel like it’s going really 
well. Our team is getting smarter 
and stronger after every game 
- even the freshmen are learning 
really quickly, and I hope this 
continues throughout the season.”

The team has been working hard 
since February, practicing three 
days a week at Big Bush Park in 
Woodside, as well as working 
out in the cafeteria and batting 
cages to prepare for the season. 
The team’s third annual Flapjack 
Fundraiser, held on February 27th 
at the Applebee’s near BSGE, was 
a success, raising over $1500 
through ticket sales, raffles and 
donations. According to coach 
Virge Ramos, the fundraiser is 

crucial to the development of the 
season. It allows the team to pur-
chase new equipment, spend time 
in the batting cages, and hire um-
pires for non-league scrimmages.

This season will be a bittersweet 
one as eight seniors graduate 
this year. Center fielder Angelica 
Benares ‘16 reflected on her four 
years playing for Lady Sting. “Out 
of everything about the softball 
program, I’ll definitely miss my 
team the most. They’ve become 
my favorite group of girls and we 
are a family.”

However, it’s safe to say the team 
will be in good hands after this 
season ends. Pitchers Emily Costa 
‘17 and Claire Bergerson ‘17 
are only two of the hardworking 
juniors who will be leading the 
squad next year. Claire, who led 
Lady Sting to victory in their first 
two games this season, feels the 
year has gotten off to a great start. 
“The team is enthusiastic and 
supportive and as long as we keep 
giving one hundred percent of 
our effort every game I think we 
can definitely keep the momentum 
going!”

To keep up with Lady Sting’s sea-
son, visit psal.org and stay tuned 
for updates on thebaccrag.com.

MAYA JUMAN ‘16

Choosing the Right 
High School: 

Three Case Studies
ALLEN WANG ‘20

Every year around early March, 
eighth graders have to make the 
decision of whether they want 
to stay in BSGE or attend another 
school for high school. Though 
many students decide to stay in 
this school, some decide to switch. 
Their new schools are different 

from BSGE and students take time 
to adapt to their environments. 
Two former BSGE eighth grad-
ers and a current BSGE freshman 
were interviewed about their 
thoughts on their current high 
schools.

The first student interviewed was 
Sasha Spajic ‘19. She chose to go 
to Stuyvesant High School, a Spe-
cialized High School in Manhat-
tan. Sasha commented that there 
are many more clubs and activities 
offered at Stuyvesant, which she 
attributed to its larger physical 
size and student population. She 
also said that people appeared to 
be in a greater rush to get some-
where during and after school, 
which was different from the 
somewhat laid-back atmosphere 
at Baccalaureate.  She continued 
by saying, “Stuyvesant was hard 
to adapt to at first, unlike BSGE 
where I was able to make friends 
quickly.” Nonetheless, she chose 
to attend Stuyvesant rather than 
BSGE because she believed that 
Stuyvesant offered more courses, 
academic activities,  and after-
school activities to choose from. 
The major downside for her is that 
Stuyvesant is less accessible, since 
she lives in Queens but Stuyvesant 
is downtown. The only similarity 
Sasha mentioned is that she didn’t 
feel a change in the workload in 
either school.

The next student we talked to was 
Aaron Magloire ‘19. He now at-
tends St. Paul’s School, abbreviated 
SPS, which is a boarding school in 
Concord, New Hampshire. Be-
cause it’s a boarding school, all the 
students and most of the faculty 
live on campus. Aaron said, “SPS is 
much bigger and much more ex-
tensive in terms of resources and 
facilities. There are more sports 
teams, more class options, [and] 

more clubs.” A private school, SPS 
has a larger budget than BSGE, 
and so the school experience is 
very different. Aaron continued 
to say that “there’s a lot more 
rumor-spreading about people 
behind their backs than there was 
at BSGE, but it’s expected when 
you live with all your classmates. 
However, it’s a lot easier to make 
friends with older students here 
than at BSGE because not every 
class is separated by grade and 
the dorms are mixed in terms of 
grade so you have to get to know 
older people, whereas at BSGE 
there was nothing forcing you to 
talk to older kids.” He mentions 
that the administration at SPS is 
far less genuine and involved than 
at BSGE. When asked if  leaving 
BSGE was the right choice, he 
replied, “I can’t really say whether 
it was the right or wrong choice 
because I’ve only been here for 
four months, but it was probably 
the right thing to do.”

Finally interviewed was Ona Car-
ranza ‘19, who chose to stay at 
BSGE for high school. She didn’t 
put much effort into trying to 
switch schools, because she saw 
no point in doing so. “BSGE is just 
fine for me because it offers all 
of the courses I need,” she said. 
When asked about the lack of 
extracurriculars, she said, “you 
can make just about any club you 
want to make if  you put in some 
work.” In fact, along with a friend 
of hers, Ona created a volleyball 
club this year that she co-man-
ages. Ona continued to say that 
the school could be bigger, but it 
really isn’t practical to increase 
student population since there are 
few faculty members. Nonetheless, 
this doesn’t get in the way of her 
school experience. She mentioned 
that she is doing fine in her classes 
and has a close-knit community 
of friends here. Furthermore, Ona 
thinks the IB program along with 
MYP will be helpful for preparing 
for college and beyond.

Each of these three students chose 
to go their different ways for high 
school, but interestingly enough 
they were all satisfied with their 
final choices. This goes to show 
that in the end, choosing a high 
school should be based on your 
own preferences, and what type of 
school you want to attend. Regard-
less of what choice you make, 
you’ll be happy with a school 
that’s right for you specifically.

FOLLOW US ON 
INSTAGRAM! 

@THEBACCRAG

“BSGE was a 
friendlier 
environment”
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MATTHEW DUDA ‘19

Source: sportskeeda.com

It’s a cold Saturday morning and 
you are in your cozy room. Out-
side, snow is falling peacefully 
onto empty streets. Dim light floats 
through the window and onto your 
desk, where a warm cup of tea is 
waiting for you to drink. You feel 
like you’re in your own little bub-
ble, playing a video game where 
the troubles of the world seem to 
disappear into the pixels. 

Video games have long been some-
thing that people of all ages have 
turned to for a fun way to relieve 
stress and explore countless num-
bers of virtual universes. As some-
one that has played video games 
for well over 3000 hours of their 
life, I am no stranger to the joy that 
comes from hearing the crinkling 
sound of plastic as you tear it off a 
new game, or even the satisfaction 
you feel when something has been 
downloaded in Steam, just waiting 
to be opened. 

However, as I recently began to 
make the transition from games 
like Pokémon and Kid Icarus: 
Uprising to others like Dark Souls 
2 and Smite, I realized how some 
things are just wrong in regards to 
what people should be exposed to, 
particularly young people.

Don’t get me wrong. I’m not for 
banning every violent game or 
anything like that, but sometimes 
I feel like enough is enough. The 
closest that I have ever gotten to 
playing a truly violent game was 
with Dark Souls 2, which is in a 
fantasy environment where the 
protagonist must fight their way 
through Drangleic to reclaim the 
throne from the evil queen.

The thing with violent games is 
that they have never been proven 
to contribute to aggressive behav-
ior. It’s only been hinted at. Never-
theless, let’s look at the moral side 
of violent games. What I’m about 
to say applies less to “fake” games 
like Dark Souls 2 and Dragon Age: 
Inquisition, and more to real-
world first-person shooters like 
Tom Clancy’s The Division and 
Counter Strike: Global Offensive.

Playing these types of games de-
sensitizes people; it depicts human 
life to be far less valuable than it 
truly is, since one’s avatar is often 
able to reincarnate, only to kill nu-

merous other bots/users. There are 
soldiers that put their life on the 
line everyday to protect our nation, 
and suffer from post-traumatic 
stress disorder after watching their 
friends die and killing enemies and 
civilians while following orders.

A fake version of the horrors of 
war is not something that the 
average person should be exposed 
to. We should be educating our 
people that it is absolutely terrify-
ing to be on the front. If  they die, 
then they’re done for good. If  they 
watch somebody die, then it sticks 
with them for the rest of their life.

Now, onto the next issue. Many 
video games targeted towards teens 
and adults convey an enormous 
amount of unnecessary stereotypes 
that contribute to sexism in society.

Take, for example, Smite, which 
I’ve been playing since September. 
Smite is an MOBA (Multiplayer 
Online Battle Arena) where players 
play as gods, goddesses, and vari-
ous other legendary creatures from 
ancient mythology.

A perfect illustration of stereo-
types in video games is Aphrodite 
in Smite. I get that she is supposed 
to be the goddess of beauty, but 
that shouldn’t give developers the 
excuse to use every stereotype of 
a “beautiful” women when creat-
ing her. Her model is a tall, slender 
white woman with blonde hair, 
blue eyes, virtually no muscles, 
and unrealistically large breasts. In 
addition to that, when she buys a 
defensive item she says, “As long as 
it doesn’t make me look fat!”

Of course, this is all meant to be 
comical, but I’m pretty sure that 
there is at least one teenage girl 
out there that has played Smite and 
saw Aphrodite, leaving with the 
impression that only women who 
resemble Aphrodite are desirable 
or beautiful.

Interestingly enough, in the same 
game, goddesses like Bellona and 
Skadi show players that women 
can be just as powerful and fierce 
as their male counterparts.

Video games are just the tip of the 
iceberg. The issues that I men-
tioned above are present in all 
types of media, which, over time, 
instill certain values in society, 
especially America’s youth. There  
must be a reason behind the deci-
sions in other countries to censor 
or monitor the media more closely 
than we do. Where do we draw the 
line between free expression and 
potentially harmful content?

Violence in Video Games Reflecting on Life 
Without Social Media 

for a Month
SAMANTHA VINOYA ‘18

From November 8th to December 
8th, I decided to try a little social 
media experiment. I decided to cut 
myself off from all social media 
that I had to see what effect it 
would have on my grades and my 
daily life. The three main social 
media apps I used the most were 
Instagram, Twitter, and Snap-
chat. For the span of one month, I 
deleted all apps relating to social 
media from my phone and I was 
not allowed to use my computer 
to check anything either. Here is 
a summary of my experience and 
how this experiment affected my 
views on social media:

The app I missed the most was 
Snapchat. Prior to starting this 
experiment, I had been using 
Snapchat an awful lot and it was 
definitely a big distraction for me 
while doing homework. I would 
snap people constantly as a form 
of procrastination and it eventu-
ally led to me finishing my home-
work in the very early hours of 
the morning. Snapchat also kept 
me occupied at times when I 
should’ve been socializing or actu-
ally spending time with my friends 
and family. I would be constantly 
checking my phone rather than 
actually enjoying what was really 
around me. I definitely wanted to 
see how much my studying habits 
would change without Snapchat.

Taking a break from made a sig-
nificant difference in my everyday 
life. This was mainly because I 
didn’t really talk to many people 
because I was either too lazy to 
text them or Snapchat was the 
only way I could communicate 
with them. I also wouldn’t check 
my phone as much because I knew 
that there wasn’t anything for me 
to check. Not having Snapchat 
seemed to have made me more 
productive because I wasn’t as 
distracted by my friends or the 
need to check my phone. I finished 
homework a lot earlier than usual 
and I spent more time actually 
talking to people in person rather 
than relying on Snapchat to com-
municate with people.

Another app I wasn’t willing to 
give up was Instagram. This is 
because Instagram was one of the 
main apps I used to procrastinate. 
I could spend hours on Instagram 
just looking at funny posts and 
just liking random pictures. This 
would distract me a lot and would 

lead to me finishing homework a 
lot later than usual. I wouldn’t re-
ally post that much on Instagram, 
so not being able to post anything 
didn’t really affect me.

Like Snapchat, taking a break from 
Instagram was definitely beneficial 
because it took another form of 
procrastination away from me. I 
couldn’t take my usual, frequent 
breaks from my homework to 
stare at pictures of people I didn’t 
really care about. This allowed me 
to complete my homework quicker 
and sooner. I also started to care 
less about what other people did 
and posted. I don’t mean this in a 
bad way, but it helped me not to 
get caught up in other people’s 
lives and to focus more on myself 
and my priorities.

My third most used app was Twit-
ter. I don’t really use it much, but 
I depended on Twitter for band 
notifications and any updates 
relating to music. Many bands use 
Twitter as a platform to announce 
tours or pop-up shows. It also 
gives fans an insight on the every-
day lives of band members and 
allows fans to connect with each 
other.

While on my social-media hiatus, 
I missed the announcements of 
a few tours and the announce-
ment of one of my favorite bands 
breaking up. This may not seem 
important to many, but it was 
quite important to me. Being such 
a large fan of many bands, these 
bands have become a part of who 
I am, and not being updated made 
me feel secluded from everything.

After one month, I found that my 
social media hiatus had an overall 
positive impact on my studying 
habits and my life, in general. I 
was also more focused and felt 
less compelled to check my phone 
every few minutes. I finished 
homework earlier than usual and 
I wouldn’t spend as much time on 
my phone before going to sleep. 
Therefore, I got more sleep than 
usual. Lastly, I think that I was 
more connected with my fam-
ily and friends in the sense that I 
wasn’t on my phone every minute 
that I was bored or had nothing to 
do. I spent more time having actu-
al conversations with my parents 
and my friends and overall had a 
positive impact on me and them.
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All About the Extended Essay
MOSHAN GUO ‘17

At the beginning of the school year, BSGE 11th 
graders begin their year-long assignment: the 
Extended Essay. Although this assignment may 
sound tedious and intimidating, it is a crucial 
part of the IB program. “I was overwhelmed 
at first because it sounded like a really com-
plicated paper,” said Angelica Benares ‘16. 
This essay, put simply, is a mandatory inde-
pendent research paper on a topic of interest 
with a maximum of 4,000 words.

At BSGE, students are required to choose their 
discipline from one of the three IB Higher 
Level classes— History of the Americas, Eng-
lish Literature, and Visual Art. However, every 
year there are a few exceptions to the rule: 
a very small percentage of students choose 
Standard Level topics, such as Biology SL or 
Math SL. The difference between IB HL and IB 
SL is that HL is generally more difficult and in 
depth than SL. Because in HL classes students 
are able to learn more difficult material, they 
are encouraged to write their Extended Essays 
on topics belonging to those disciplines. The 
few exceptions to this rule are students who 
have very strong interests in the SL subjects 
and also have extracurricular connections to 
them. For example, a student who attends a 
Biology class and lab at a community college 
every weekend may be able to choose Biology 
as their discipline for the Extended Essay. 

For many juniors this year, choosing the right 
discipline was straightforward and easy. “I 
knew I was going to do history,” said Malcolm 
Sherman-Godfrey ‘17. “I like it because it’s 
facts, not just made up interpretations.” Each 
student writing the Extended Essay gets as-
signed a supervisor, usually a teacher with 
expertise in the subject. Because supervisors 
have limited time for their students, there are 
limited spots available for each discipline. In 
the initial steps of the EE process, after choos-
ing their topic, every student is required to 
conduct research on the topic and then pres-
ent it to their advisories. Their advisors will 
then grade their presentations based on con-

tent and delivery, and then determine whether 
the student should be allowed to pursue their 
intended discipline. In some cases, when too 
many students choose the same discipline, the 
students with the highest presentation grades 
are prioritized. Students who are unable to get 
their desired disciplines choose another dis-
cipline and topic to work on. In the previous 
years, there were often times when students 
could not get their desired disciplines because 
of supervisors’ limited availability. Fortunate-
ly, this year, all juniors were able to get their 
desired disciplines.

Based on statistics from the past 6 years 
(2010-2016), the discipline most frequently 
chosen by students is History. On average, 
about 32 students every year choose History 
as their discipline. The topics range in diver-
sity from the War of the Pacific to Jim Crow 
segregation in the South to the Judicial Review. 
Along with this, an average of 15 students 
choose Literature (topics include the func-
tion of perspective in Art Spiegelman’s Maus 
and the motif of doubling in Joseph Conrad’s 
Heart of Darkness) and 17 students choose 
Art (topics include the use of style in Otto 
Dix’s artworks and Barbara Kruger’s influ-
ence on American culture). Besides these 
three main disciplines, so far only two stu-
dents have written about Biology, one student 
about Chemistry, one student about Math SL 
and one about Spanish B.

Once students have settled with their dis-
ciplines, they begin their year-long process 
of writing the Extended Essay. This includes 
constant trips to the library for research, 
weekend visits to museums, and, usually, ex-
cessive flipping through books. But don’t fret: 
supervisors and teachers will always be there 
to guide you. “Each step of the way was really 
beneficial for completing the final paper,” said 
Angelica. “If I had to give advice to anyone, I 
would say follow all the directions that your 
supervisors give, because that leads up to 
writing the actual Extended Essay.”

BSGE’s boys’ varsity basketball team played a 
total of 14 official games this season, 7 games 
at home and 7 away. Overall, they had a win to 
loss record of 3-11. The boys basketball team 
had an average of about 41 points per game. 
The team also played a total of 6 non-league 
games, playing 3 games as home team and 3 as 
away team. In the non-league games, the win 
to loss record was 0-5, with one tied game. 
Overall, the average number of points made 
per game was about 41 again. Here’s what 
the coach, Mr. Anderson, had to say about the 
team’s performance this season. “The results of 
the games were a bit disappointing, but many 
of the young or inexperienced people learned 
a lot during this season and will play better 
next season.” He added that “the outcome will 
definitely be different next season, as BSGE 
now has its own gym to practice in away from 
school.” He is optimistic about future seasons.

BSGE’s girls’ varsity basketball team played a 
total of 17 official games this season, playing 
10 games at home and 7 away. Overall, they 
had a 7-6 win to loss record, with 4 post-
poned games and a forfeited game (included 
in the win ratio). The girls basketball team 
had an average of about 25 points per game, 
not including the forfeited match. The team 
also played 2 non-league games, both at home, 
which resulted in a win and a tie. Here’s what 
volunteer assistant Mr. Virge Ramos had to say 
about the team’s performance this season: “The 
season went successfully, and I am happy with 
the results. To do better, you have to play, play, 
play,” he explained. “Practicing your sport is 
key to having a successful season in any sport.”

The boys’ basketball team during the 2015 
alumni game. Photo Credit: Beatriz Benares ‘16

BSGE Girls’ 
and Boys’ 
Varsity 

Basketball 
Season Recap

ABHAY BISHT ‘20

WATCH THE DEFENDING NL 
CHAMPIONS TAKE ON THE 

BREWERS AT CITI FIELD ON 
MAY 20th, 7:10 PM! 

$5 of each tickets goes to BSGE
Everyone in attendance gets a free shirt!

Tickets $25, payment due 4/22. See Virge, Mr. Lakhaney or Margaret.


