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BY ROMY DETERING ’24
FEATURED STAFF

    In March, Georgia implemented new voting 
laws, favoring Republican lawmakers and voters. 
To some, this comes as a surprise, as just a few 
months ago, Georgia elected two Democratic 
senators and voted for Biden by a majority. The 
outcome, which was 98 pages long, is that it 
seems to limit Democratic voter turnout.
     In analyzing the voting laws, the New York 
Times was able to deduce a few key consequences 
of  the new restrictions. First, absentee voting has 
become much more challenging. 
    For parents and others with busy schedules, 
leaving a job in the middle of a Tuesday is diffi-
cult and usually unnecessary with the option of 
absentee voting. 
    Now, there is less time to request absentee 
ballots, stricter ID requirements, and a law which 
makes it illegal to mail absentee ballots to voters 
(New York Times). 
    In the 2020 election, 1.3 million people in 
Georgia voted using absentee ballots. 64% of 
these absentee ballots were votes for Biden. Yet 
for Black voters in Georgia, the laws are more 
than just a small inconvenience. Voting has been 
made much more difficult and unpleasant, espe-
cially for Black voters. 
     As one of the more controversial examples, the 
law states that election poll workers are not al-
lowed to hand out food or water to voters waiting 
in line, though this law is currently under review 
and being challenged.      
     Areas with populations that would be most 

heavily affected by this law are predominantly 
Black and Democratic and would be discouraged 
from voting because of the conditions in lines 
(Newsweek).
    Conditions in lines are even worse, though, 
when they are very long. After the US Supreme 
Court’s Shelby v. Holder decision, the number of 
voters have gone up while the number of polling 
stations have gone down. 
     This decision itself is highly problematic, as it 
made lines, on average, 45 minutes longer after 7 
p.m. for minority and Black voters than for white 
voters (npr).
      For decades since the Shelby v. Holder Su-
preme Court decision, Georgia has already been 
suppressing Black and minority voters, and the 
new voting restrictions are making it far worse. 
Mobile voting stations, which would shorten 
lines, are now only allowed in emergencies, indi-
cating a practical ban (New York Times). 
    The new laws also state that extending voting 
hours at polling stations will be made more dif-
ficult, meaning that voters who have to leave the 
line would have less time to come back. The list of 
unjust restrictions goes on and on.
     These laws are not for practicality or to make 
votes easier to count. If it is challenging for one to 
leave work for voting, and voting lines are long, 
water is not provided in lines, and voting from 
homes or other stations is nearly impossible, how 
likely is it that people in populous areas with busy 
lives will vote? The chance that Democrats and 
Black and minority voters will vote is even less 
likely.    

      Voting restrictions are not unique to Geor-
gia, as in many states, new laws are already being 
created to suppress votes. These laws are harmful 
to millions across the country, and while it is un-
likely that they will be implemented in New York, 
it should be a national concern. These laws affect 
parents, college students, and minorities.    
    It is impossible to claim that laws enacted for 
the sole purpose of deterring voters are justified. 
 

BY SHIRLEY WANG ’22
FEATURED STAFF 
       
        
   
  

Spring has arrived in the nation's capital, Wash-
ington D.C., carrying with it a spectacular display 
of cherry blossoms, one of the city's most beloved 
tourist attractions. 
     Annually, the National Cherry Blossom 
Festival attracts over 1.5 million people over the 
world. The sight of the blossoms in full bloom is 

beautiful; however, scientists have suggested that 
recent earlier-than-anticipated blooms are a sign 
of climate change. 
     In D.C, the temperature has increased by 1.6 
degrees celsius (2.88 degrees Fahrenheit) since 
the last century, causing cherry trees to reach 
peak bloom six days sooner than they did 100 
years ago. Usually, bloom occurs between the last 
week of March through the first week of April, 
but warmer temperatures caused the trees to 
bloom four days ahead of schedule, accelerating 
the blossoming of around 3,800 trees. This is just 
one sign of the looming climate crisis because 
earlier blooms suggest warmer springtime tem-
peratures. 
    To properly blossom, cherry trees need a full 
month of chilly weather below 41 degrees until 
it gets warmer; otherwise, “they can’t wake up 
properly” according to WNYC. 
    Heat breaks the dormancy of flowering trees 
in the winter, so early cherry blooming is con-
sistent with climate change-induced warming. 
While early blooms are caused by warm springs, 
delayed blooms could occur due to warming 
winters. This is concerning because the delays 
could lead to trees not blooming at all. Theresa 
Crimmins, a research scientist at the University 

of Arizona claims that rising temperatures will 
create uneven patterns and timing for the bloom 
of these trees. If the trees do not bloom correct-
ly, decades of tradition in Washington can be 
disrupted and disappoint tourists who plan on 
viewing the trees.  
     Moreover, if the temperature continues to 
climb due to climate change, it may cause dis-
ruptions in pollinator activities. Climate change 
can trigger a phenology mismatch, where there 
is a time difference between when flowers bloom 
and when bees, butterflies, and other pollinators 
reach maturity and can pollinate. 
    The problem arises in the reproduction of 
not only cherry blossom trees, but also of other 
plants, since pollination is needed for plants to 
bear fruit or produce new seeds. A lack of polli-
nation results in a fruitless tree or even possibly a 
decrease in the overall number of trees. 
    The annual display of cherry blossom trees in 
Washington, D.C., is a reminder of tourism and 
culture that must be maintained. Scientists have 
suggested that if we don’t reduce our emissions 
from cars, power plants, and deforestation, ad-
ditional warming could advance spring-bloom-
ing by another week to month by the end of the 
21st century. 

Georgia’s New Voting Restrictions

Cherry Blossoms in D.C Show Signs of Climate Change
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BY ANAND MARU ’26  & 
UMED MARU ’26
FEATURED STAFF

    People’s opinions on the 
4-day week have changed since 
they have been implemented, 
with varying levels of opinions 
on both sides. 
    Many 11th and 12th graders 
were relieved to have a break 
from the hard IB curriculum. 
“It was a necessary thing for 
us IB students,” says Shawn 
K. ’21. Another junior says,“I 
never want to go back to a 5 
day week,” 
     Even among the IB stu-
dents, there were doubts or 
critiques, many of which were 
about hypocrisies when it 
comes to EE workshops. “We 
still have to get up early to get 

stressed about our EE’s”, says 
Amy B. ’22
    The middle schoolers, gen-
erally have positive thoughts 
about the four-day week. 
“They are very productive. 
They keep me from going 
insane and give me extra time 
to work on homework” says Ja-
kayla F. ’25, when asked about 
the productivity of the 4-day 
week. 
    However, some people dis-
agree, like Laia F., a 7th grader. 
“We came to this school to 
get an advanced education, 
and the fact that we are losing 
a day is unacceptable, in my 
opinion,” Another 7th grader 
said, “I still think the 4-day 
week is not beneficial to our 
education. We lose 20% of the 

things we could be learning.”
     Besides concerns about 
education, there were some 
problems with productivity or 
sibling rivalry. “I still find my-
self doing absolutely nothing,” 
says one 8th grader. 
     Despite mixed feelings 
about the 4-day week, most 
students are somewhat hap-
py with the new schedule. It 
provides rest for students after 
a long week of school. 
    Some students find it a bit 
hypocritical and wish they 
were learning just as much 
information as they were be-
ing taught in schools, howev-
er, there are many people who 
benefit from the 4-day week.

Students’ Opinions on the 4-Day vs. 5-Day Week

BY ANGELINA 
NAVARRA ’24  & 
MARTYNA 
ROMANOWSKI ’24
FEATURED STAFF 
    This school year has been 
very different for everyone, 
and although it has already 
been six months, this change 
still feels very new to us. Due 
to COVID-19, many students 
around the world have been 
learning online, and one can 
agree that it has affected stu-
dents in many different ways. 
     For many students, online 
learning during the pandemic 
has been very difficult, as it’s 
been hard to stay motivated, 
organized, and self-disciplined 
all while dealing with the crazy 
world around us. On the other 
hand, for some students, online 
learning has been very helpful 
because remote learning offers 
people the opportunity to move 
through the material at their 
own pace.
     Personally, as a ninth-grade 
student, I don’t mind remote 
learning. It is a lot easier in 
some aspects as classes start at 
8:35, meaning I can wake up 
at 8:30, while still being fully 
prepared for school. When 
comparing this to before the 
pandemic, I had to wake up at 
6:30 AM for in-person school. 
      As a teenager, I greatly enjoy 
the extra two hours of sleep. 
In addition to being able to 
wake up later, we also have the 
freedom to eat whenever we 
want to, versus when we were 
in school and we couldn’t eat 
anywhere besides our sched-
uled lunch period. With remote 
learning, I can eat breakfast, 
which is a privilege that I didn’t 
have prior to the pandemic be-
cause I never had enough time. 
    This year, we also had the 
implementation of the 4-day 

school week. Although there 
were many different opinions 
on whether this was the right 
decision, I am in favor of it. A 
break where students can take 
care of themselves and stay off 
their devices is very helpful 
and, in my opinion,  necessary 
for students’ mental well-being. 
    Erwin Osmanovic ’24 states 
his opinion on the matter.

“Personally, I feel like these 
breaks are needed to give us 

some time off to do work, relax 
and get outside. These Fridays 
that we have off are also good, 
as we can catch up on some 

extra sleep and have some fun 
with our friends”.

  I think we can all say that this 
past school year has been diffi-
cult for everyone and sometimes, 
without us even realizing it, we 
may be feeling down or anxious 
or both. It’s important that we 
have a day for reflecting upon 
ourselves, which can contribute 
to us doing better academically, 
even with one less day of school.   
    Although remote learning has 
its benefits, students also expe-
rience several disadvantages. I, 
personally, miss social interac-
tion the most. Whether it’s eating 
lunch with my friends, or simply 
talking to the people I sit next 
to in class, I feel like face-to-face 
interactions are more meaning-
ful. It’s difficult to communicate 
with my classmates, especially 
being in ninth grade with new 
students I haven’t been able to 
speak to yet. 
     Breakout rooms are the only 
way we can interact with each 
other, and even then it can be 
awkward if no one is talking or 
responding. Being able to inter-
act with people and make new 
friends is an important part of 
a well-rounded school experi-

ence, and not being able to do 
so can demotivate students. 
     Students are also experi-
encing high levels of anxiety. 
Excluding the stress of facing a 
pandemic, schoolwork can be 
a lot more stressful than it pre-
viously was. For some, learning 
at home can be very difficult 
without having the one-on-
one experience with teachers 
that we are used to. Apart from 
struggling when learning, it can 
be difficult to always keep our 
cameras on during class. It is 
reasonable to desire participa-
tion through unmuting mics, 
but some students may not be 
in the position of turning their 
cameras on every single class.
     Adapting from the initial 
form of remote learning to the 
current one has not been very 
difficult, as our current one is 
a lot more like our in-person 
school system. On the oth-
er hand, some students have 
mixed opinions about having 
extended breaks between peri-
ods and Fridays off. 
    One-ninth grader, Audrea 
Chen, mentions that she 
enjoys having Fridays off, but 
the twelve-minute breaks are 
excessive. “I like having Fri-
days off. […] In regards to the 
twelve-minute breaks, I think 
that they should be shortened.    
     Although the break is nice, 
twelve minutes is not enough 
time to be very productive. It is 
not enough time to cook some-
thing or do anything besides 
just sit around waiting for my 
next class. If the breaks were 
shortened or combined into 
just one free period, it would be 
more effective.” 
     Overall, most students are 
enjoying the new breaks the 
BSGE staff has supplied us 
with, and we greatly appreciate 
them.

How Are Students Feeling After 6 Months of
Online School?
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 BY ANIKA CHOUDHURY ’22  
& LINA RAOUF ’22
FEATURED STAFF
     Due to the coronavirus pandemic, 
instances of Anti-Asian hate crimes 
have risen ever since the pandemic 
had begun. The Center for the Study 
of Hate and Extremism at the Califor-
nia State University, San Bernardino, 
found that the number of hate crimes 
targeting Asian people rose by nearly 
150 percent in 2020. In New York, 
there was an 833 percent increase in 
the number of hate crimes from 2019 
to 2020.
   In Manhattan, a 34-year-old woman 
was spit on, physically harassed, and 
was told, "You are the reason we have 
the coronavirus." Additionally, many 
Asians have been told to "Go back to 
China" and were blamed for "bringing 
the virus." In Queens, a 25-year-old 
mother and her baby were spat on 
three times and called the "Chinese 
virus." President Trump frequently 
referred to COVID-19 as the "Chinese 
virus".
     Dr. Yulin Hswen, an assistant 
professor of epidemiology at UC, San 
Francisco, said, "Anti-Asian sentiment 
depicted in the tweets containing the 
term 'Chinese virus' likely perpetu-
ated racist attitudes and parallelled 
the anti-Asian hate crimes that have 
occurred since."    
      For this reason, the World Health 
Organization wrote in their February 
2020 bulletin to not "attach locations 
or ethnicity to disease; this is not a 
'Wuhan virus,' or 'Chinese virus' or 
'Asian virus." Further, Dr. Hswen 
adds that  nationality, race, or ethnic-
ity should not be attached to disease 
nomenclature, as these names can 
carry pejorative connotations that can 
stigmatize these communities."  
     Unfortunately, Anti-Asian hate 
crimes have impacted those in our 
school community as well. To further 
investigate this matter, we inquired 
about students’ personal experiences 
with hate crimes. 
     According to one of our Asian 
peers, Anonymous’22 says that she 
has not faced any hate crimes; how-

ever, she has been “more so… on the 
receiving end of microaggressions.” 
She also adds that growing up in a 
predominantly Asian community 
has its perks, but since she has nev-
er mixed well with non-POC, it is 
hard to pinpoint her uncomfortable 
moments. 
      TThere have been issues circling
how Asian American women have
been submissive. “I’ve been on the
receiving end of that stigma from my
friends growing up and men on the
street. Regarding my race, the one
thing that occurred was when

I sat down on the train with a mask
on -- and everyone else had gotten up 
[moved away].
Out of embarrassment; I didn’t really
know what to do, so I just sat there
and pretended I didn’t care,” said
Anonymous ’22. 
 It is essential to highlight the hate 
crimes and the microaggressions that 
continue to build up to those mo-
ments. 
    Although it's crucial to acknowl-
edge experiences some of our class-
mates have faced, it is also essential 
to know what measures NYC citizens 
should take to prevent Anti-Asian 
hate crimes. We asked a few students 
to share their thoughts on what those 
not part of the Asian community 
should participate in. 
Rafia'22 shared that she would like 
those who are not part of the Asian 
community to actively reach out to 
their Asian friends, family members, 
etc. "It's vital to check up on them, 
hear their stories, and give them a 
platform. Also, I would encourage 
people to get educated to donate 

funds for those who endured hate 
crimes. 
    Another important part is to take 
this as a time to reflect on your rela-
tionship with the Asian community," 
said Rafia'22. These words are crucial. 
Those who are not part of the Asian 
community should be consistently 
involved in assisting Asians by partic-
ipating in such activities. 
     On the other hand, as a fellow 
Asian, Elise’22 says, “No one is obli-
gated to do anything for us, and no 
one owes us anything. 

    Advocating for our community is 
something that you should be will-
ing to do on your own without the 
pressure of fitting an image. I think, 
though, I’d ask to sympathize not with 
the Asian community but everyone 
who minoritized. 
     There is a lot of unity that needs 
to be built for liberation. So, coming 
together as a collective with similar 
goals is important.” 
    Furthermore, we asked a few 
students to express their views about 
how to combat hate crimes. Amy Bra-
du'22 claims that individuals in NYC 
should "watch their own messaging 
about the origins of the coronavirus 
to ensure that no racist or xenophobic 
biases exist therein, prosecute hate 
crimes as such and to the fullest ex-
tent of the law, and strongly disavow 
those blaming entire communities 
for the existence of the virus." Oth-
er actions, such as "A police faction 
around the city dedicated especially 
for these types of crimes" and "in-
creas[ing] the penalty for such crimes, 
such as arrests, jail time (if it's severe), 

and fines," explained Shawn K. '21 
and Anonymous'23, respectively.
    New York State law defines a hate 
crime if an individual “intentionally 
selects” the victim or commits the 
act based on the victim’s “race, age, 
gender, religion, or other protected 
status,” which attorneys say can be 
challenging to prove. Consequently, 
community groups have created mu-
tual aid projects to create safer neigh-
borhoods for Asian New Yorkers. 
     Protect Chinatown offers elderly 
Asians the ability to request a chaper-
one in Chinatown, Manhattan, if they 
feel unsafe by calling (646) 543-4055. 
     Cafe Maddy Lab allows Asian 
women, the elderly, Asians, and 
Asians who identify as LGBTQIA+ to 
request money to pay for a cab ride if 
they do not feel safe. As an alternative 
to the police, the Asian American 
Federation, Asian Pacific American 
Advocates, Asian Americans Advanc-
ing Justice, and Stop AAPI Hate are 
community organizations that can 
be contacted to report hate crimes or 
request help.
    It is important to recognize that 
despite having the reputation of 
being a melting pot of different 
cultures, New York City has a lot 
of work to do to make it a safer 
place for Asians and other minority 
groups.  

ANTI-ASIAN Hate Crimes Across The U.S

“Asians are 
not viruses. 
Racism is.”
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    Lil Nas X came out with his music video on his song “Call Me By Your 
Name” which included scenes that included religious symbols of hell as 
well as scenes of him dancing on the devil. After this video came out, many 
people voiced their displeasure with it due to his usage of religious symbols. 
Some cite it as “blasphemy” because they think it idolizes hell and devil like 
appearances, while others say he’s spoiling the minds of children with his 
homosexuality and “involvement” with the devil. 
     Lil Nas X stood his ground when receiving backlash for his controver-
sial new music video “Call Me By Your Name.” He used his social media 
platforms to not only defend himself; on Twitter he openly and frequently 
responds to criticism given by other famous people or politicians. He used 
TikTok to make videos in response to other videos bashing his ideas in the 
music video. He never stayed quiet in regards to promoting his new video, 
as he wanted to prove to others how important self expression is.

Our Opinions on the Lil Nas X Controversy

BY FAHMIA HAQUE ’22 
FEATURED STAFF    
    My opinion on this topic is that 
the way Lil Nas X went about doing 
his music video is just a way of 
expression and art. Throughout his 
music video, he manages to utilize 
symbolism in his piece and direct an 
overall appealing image. Music vid-
eos and music itself is to be purely 
seen as art and that's just what Lil 
Nas X did. He created art. 
     I believe that people are using 
their anger on his homosexuality 

and expressing it onto this video by 
using the claim that he's being sacri-
legious and anti-christian. There are 
many music videos out there that 
have images of hell and the afterlife, 
yet they never get as much hate and 
create this much controversy as Lil 
Nas X did. 
     And it's like he said, people were 
telling people from the LGBTQ 
community to “go to hell” but once 
they do, they get mad and I think 
that's part of what his music video 
portrays as well.  

BY SOFIA MOUZAKITIS  ’22
FEATURED STAFF

    I believe Lil Nas X meant no harm 
while creating this video therefore, 
he should not be ridiculed by people 
online. The only reason they are 
upset with the video is that Lil Nas 
X is a part of the LGBTQ+ commu-
nity. It is not fair for grown adults to 
bother and express frustration with 
a music video having nothing to do 
with them. 
       People may argue it does involve 
them since he utilizes components 
of their religion within the music 
video however, there is no room 
for them to bash something he has 
created. He created it for his fan 
base and the people he knows can 
relate to his music. He is not physi-
cally or mentally harming anyone by 
making this video. He is not forcing 
anyone to watch this video nor is he 

promoting this video outside of his 
fan base. We live in a world where 
people are allowed to express their 
opinions, if Lil Nas X has the free-
dom to dance, wear or say whatever 
he may feel, and in my opinion, 
the entire music video is an expres-
sion of the song and his brand; it is 
entertaining, it is new, and it helps 
so many kids around the world feel 
accepted. 
     I am just glad to see him thriv-
ing and enjoying his life the way 
he should as a young adult. He was 
given a platform to create music and 
share it with the world and that is 
exactly what he is doing. 
    No matter how much time passes 
there will always be more conser-
vative people offended by anything 
new thrown at them but it does not 
mean others have to restrict them-
selves from being who they truly 
are. 

BY MANSHA RAHMAN ’22
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF
     Tik Tok stars all around the world 
have gained traction, popularity, and 
more importantly, loads of money. 
However, there has always been an 
immense amount of controversy on 
whether or not these Tik Tok stars 
deserve their fame. 
     Tik Tok stars like Charli D’Ame-
lio and Addison Rae are two prime 
examples; they rose to stardom in 
2019 from their short dancing vid-
eos and have 112.6 and 79.4 million 
followers, respectively, as of April 
10th, 2021. They have both received 

movie roles, shoutouts from celeb-
rities, and even their own clothing 
and makeup brands. 
    D’amelio also has her own drink 
at Dunkin Donuts called “The 
Charli” and Rae has been featured 
multiple times on the reality show, 
“Keeping Up With the Kardashians”. 
They have also both been featured 
on the Tonight Show starring Jimmy 
Fallon and other late-night shows. 
     Personally, I don’t think D’amelio, 
Rae, or most Tik Tok stars deserve 
the publicity or money they have 
obtained. They all have a platform 
that not only many younger people 
follow, but they simply have not 
done anything worth the fame they 
have attracted. There are people who 
have worked their entire lives and 
gone to school for years who barely 
make enough money to support 
themselves and their families, I don’t 
believe some teenagers who dance 
and look pretty should make more 
than those who deserve it.
     Some can argue that dancing Tik 
Tok stars videos that make people 
happier and spread positivity, but 
that doesn’t mean they deserve the 
amount of money or credit they 
have received. While I do respect 
them being able to put themselves 
on social media and take on hateful 
comments, like many other celeb-

rities, I firmly believe that there 
are other people who should be 
given the opportunities they have 
garnered. Charli D’amelio has been 
given acting and voice acting roles 
in multiple movies, even though she 
has no previous acting experience. 
     They also made extremely ques-
tionable, and frankly, irrational deci-
sions regarding COVID-19, some 
influencers like James Charles, the 
D’Amelio sisters, Noah Beck, Bryce 
Hall, and many others have ignored 
the pandemic as if they have some 
form of privilege over others during 
this time of struggle. 
     They have been seen poorly ad-
hering to mask and social distancing 
guidelines on many occasions. There 
have been many celebrities doing 
so, but that does not mean Tik Tok 
stars, or any celebrities, for that mat-
ter are exempt from these rules. 
      However, there are some stars 
who have utilized their platforms to 
create enjoyable and watch-worthy 
content. Some stars use Tik Tok to 
not only educate others on what 
they know but to inform others 
of the issues that are affecting the 
world. Some figures like Marcus 
DiPaola (@marcus.dipaola) create 
videos educating people on cur-
rent events and politics. There are 
also countless Tik Tok stars who 

use their platform as activists and 
spread information and educate oth-
ers on racism, ableism, feminism, 
and more. There are also people 
like Michael (@nicemichael on Tik 
Tok) and Brittany Broski (@britta-
ny_broski) who simply make funny, 
and wholesome content to spread 
positivity and laughter. 
     There is no valid reason why Tik 
Tok stars deserve millions of dollars 
or have some form of privilege due 
to their poorly earned fame. Some 
Tik Tok stars describe their Tik Toks 
as ‘hard work’ and a ‘business’. Sure, 
Tik Tok is a huge industry full of 
hard-working influencers, but those 
that have been given too much fame 
have let it get to their heads. 
     Dancing multiple times a day, 
for a total of 20 minutes is not 
legitimate justification for having 
the wealth and luxuries that these 
‘influencers’ have attained.

Do Tik-Tok Stars Deserve Their Fame?



BY JULES STACHURA ’24
FEATURED STAFF

    The Texas Rangers of Major 
League Baseball hold the record for 
highest percent capacity of fans al-
lowed to a sporting event during the 
COVID-19 pandemic. They also, for 
a time, held the record for most fans 
allowed to a sporting event during 
said pandemic. 
      The latter record, however, didn’t 
last very long. Merely days later, the 
Alabama Crimson Tide broke this 
record at a spring football game. 
Nevertheless, there was a key dif-
ference that separated the Rangers 
from Alabama. The Crimson Tide 
only had about half of their seats 
full, while the Rangers opted for 
100% capacity.
    Throughout the pandemic, sports 
teams have had to go without a ma-
jor source of revenue. 
     Without fans, MLB teams in par-
ticular have lost about 30,000 fans 
at each game, with losses totaling 
hundreds of millions of dollars for 
each team. 

Optimism in part is to blame, as 
Neil Leibman, the president of oper-
ations of the Rangers, stated that he 
was encouraged by the state’s gover-
nor to open the stadium fully.
   However, as one member of the 
class of ’26 states, “I don’t think that 
money is more important than the 
health and safety of hundreds of 
people.” Sports teams must contin-
ue enforcing health precautions, as 
safety of attendees cannot be disre-
garded in favor of money.
   “...Constant sanitation, mask wear-
ing, physical distancing, and more 
ventilation.” says a member from 
the class of ’26 are necessary precau-
tions to take.
     All of these precautions could 
realistically be enforced at sporting 
events, it’s merely a matter of if peo-
ple as a whole will adhere to them. 
Even with these precautions, many 
would still not be willing to attend 
sporting events, due to the inherent 
dangers of seeking entertainment 
during a pandemic.
    Although the home opener for the 

Rangers was at full capacity, atten-
dance rates will not be that high 
all season long. Since that historic 
game, the Rangers have introduced 
seating areas that allow fans to enjoy 
the game in a “distanced” setting.
    As with most large events during 
the age of the pandemic, the Rang-
ers’ decision was met with a lot of 
criticism. President Biden himself 
said, “I think it's not responsible.” 
He also warned people to “listen to 
Dr. Fauci [and] doctors and experts.” 
      In response to the criticism of his 
plan for fan attendance, Vice Pres-
ident of the Rangers, Bob Matwick 
said, “In spite of the challenges that 

the pandemic presents, there is a 
safe way and a responsible way to 
conduct events. We look forward to 
doing that, but we also understand 
that it takes everybody’s cooperation 
to be successful.”
     Seeing as the Rangers have de-
cided only to make all this seating 
available for the first home game 
of the season, it feels more like 
a message than trying to salvage 
money and their images.

Texas Stadium Restrictions
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    More than 20 state legislatures are 
seeking to ban transgender athletes 
from team sports, including the bill 
passed in Mississipi banning trans-
gender women from competing in 
youth athletics. The law mandates 
that all athletes are only to partici-
pate in sports according to their sex, 
and not gender. This bill has posed a 
public outcry in the sports industry 
as many athletes, including trans 
women, have voiced their opinions 
on this matter.
     Many trans women have protest-
ed that the bills are diminishing due 
to the requirements that they have 
to provide proof of their gender 
through invasive forms of verifica-
tion. The problem with these re-
quirements is that there isn’t a single 
biological factor in determining sex, 
and one’s biological sex isn’t the only 
determinant of one’s gender. This 
would mean that the tests wouldn’t 
prove anything beyond sex; it 
wouldn’t be able to determine one’s 
strength, capabilities, or speed in a 
competition. 
     Many advocates of these bills 
have argued that trans women 
have an unfair advantage over cis 
women when playing together in a 
competition. In an interview from 
BSGE, Amy B. ’22 — a transgender 
woman — refutes that the notion of 
“preventing someone from playing 
sports because they would be ‘too 
good’ is a nonsensical policy.” Anal-
ogizing idea to the American swim-
mer, Michael Phelps, she explains 
that “if no one is going to critique 
Michael Phelps for swimming in 
spite of his genetic predispositions 

to do it incredibly well, why do we 
critique trans — or even in some 
cases cis women — for playing 
sports with elevated testosterone 
levels.” 
     In the end, supporters and law-
makers largely advocate for it due to 
their transphobic views and percep-
tions of gender roles. It boils down 
to the idea that “ women must be 
weak and that women's sports must 
be lesser,” says Amy B. ’22. Because 
of this mindset, some men feel 
attacked when results don’t match 
their traditional beliefs and would 
pin the blame on trans women for 
challenging that. But the matter of 
the fact is that they just feel “uncom-
fortable watching women succeed in 
feats of athleticism.”
     Moving forwards,  Amy B. and 
many others want to  see an “ac-
knowledgment that gender is a 
construct and so too is gender seg-
regation in sports, and it needn't be 
protected… through such drastic 
means as denying people their 
own identity, especially in schools 
where it often is… just a game 
people sign up  for fun.”

Transgender Women Banned From Women’s Sports



BY JAMILAH ARAF ’25  & 
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    Many New York City schools, in-
cluding BSGE, have already opened 
up again to students after a year 
of remote learning.  High school 
students, which includes every 
student in BSGE, had the option to 
return on March 22nd.  This sounds 
like an important step to returning 
to normal, but the new guidelines 
include some interesting and debat-
able changes. 
     Changes have been made by both 
the mayor and the CDC, making 
your trip back to school much 
different.  If, like Ania W. in 11th 
grade, you are “not very familiar 
with the guidelines“, it is important 
to know these changes to under-
stand how officials are fighting the 
virus, and how they affect your 
opinion on returning to school.
    Schools had opened up in 
mid-November of last year, and the 

protocols and safety precautions 
were heavily enforced. Students 
were able to go to school 1-3 days a 
week, keeping 6-feet between each 
person.  In the situation where there 
were two or more students, teachers, 
or staff members infected with the 
virus, the entire school would have 
to go back to remote learning until 
the school area was safe.
    However, this year, the safety 
protocols against the spread of the 
virus have been less strict.  Students, 
in certain schools, are able to at-
tend school 5 days a week, and the 
protocol of 6 feet has been changed 
to 3 feet between each student.  Plus, 
now 4 or more cases from 4 different 
classrooms are required for a school 
to go back to remote learning.
    These guidelines have caused 
some debate between whether 
BSGE students would be comfort-
able going back.  Most say that they 
would feel safe, though only a few 
people gave reasons why.  One of 

those people was a student in 7th 
grade, saying that the school “test[s] 
us once a week, and everyone makes 
sure to practice social distancing.”
    On the other hand, some students 
do not feel comfortable going back 
(or at least not this year).  Amy B., 
an 11th grader, says that she “ would 
only feel comfortable going back 
to school with the knowledge that 
everyone in the building had been 
fully vaccinated.”  While this goal is 
not impossible, it would take time, 
and is not attainable for this school 
year.
    Personally, I do not feel safe going 
back to school.  Even with the pre-
cautions, it still seems, as Jules S. ( a 
10th grader) said, “like an unneces-
sary risk”. I will personally not feel 
comfortable going back without my 
vaccine.  According to the CDC, my 
age group should be able to receive 
it this summer.
     However, going back in-person 
is not all bad.  Most students agree 

that more knowledge would be 
retained in person because learning 
is more interactive and distractions 
are less likely.  
  Ania W., agreed with the mayor’s 
reasoning for returning in relation 
to mental health.  She said that ”It 
will be more effective for our mental 
health because we will be able to 
have more social interactions due to 
it.”  The mayor, among others who 
have researched the impact of the 
pandemic on teenagers, recognizes 
that quarantine had a severe effect 
on the mental health resulting in 
anxiety, depression, or in extreme 
cases suicide. 
    Returning back to school is still 
a controversial topic, with many 
factors.  Therefore, it is important to 
stay informed.  
    The guidelines have changed 
in hopes of bringing us all back 
to “normal”.  Now we have to see 
what the new normal will be.  
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     Even though more people have 
been getting the vaccine, we still 
need to t stay cautious . COVID-19, 
like other viruses, mutates over 
time, leading to new variants of the 
virus. 
    So far, the most dominant of these 
new variants is the B.1.1.7 variant. 
Initially discovered in the United 
Kingdom, this variant has since 
spread to all 50 states. 
    According to Science News, it has 
been reported that the B.1.1.7 vari-
ant is forty to seventy percent more 
transmissible than other variants of 
COVID-19. It is hypothesized that 
this is the case because the mutation 
helps the virus break into cells, al-
lowing the virus to attach more eas-
ily and firmly to the cellular protein 
that allows it to enter a new cell.
    Not only is this variant easier to 
transmit, it is also presumably more 
deadly. Studies mentioned in Sci-
ence News suggest that the risk of 

death with B.1.1.7 is 60% more than 
other variants. Fortunately, this is 
mostly because this virus is easier to 
contract, but overall, this variant is 
still deadly.
    Thankfully, evidence has shown 
that the COVID-19 vaccine is 
working against this new variant. 
According to the Lancet Public 
Health study, there were no reports 
of reinfections due to B.1.1.7 in the 
United Kingdom. In Israel, a coun-
try with about half of its population 
vaccinated, no evidence has been 
found that B.1.1.7 infected those 
who were vaccinated.
    Besides the B.1.1.7 variant, other 
variants, including B.1.315 and P.1 
have begun to spread. 
   The B.1.315 variant first emerged 
in South Africa. The variant had 
entered the US as of January 2021. 
Although it is not as lethal as the 
B.1.1.7 variant, it can still do consid-
erable harm.  
   The variant P.1 lineage was first 
discovered by the National Institute 
of Infectious Diseases (NIID) in 
Japan.  This variant has also made its 

way to America, the first case here 
having been reported in January of 
2021. 
    As explained on the CDC’s 
website, the P.1 variant also has 
mutations in the spike proteins. 
Mutations also may affect the vari-
ants transmissibility and antigenic 
profile.
    When asked about the new vari-
ants, this is what some of the stu-
dents at BSGE had to say:
“I think the spreading of the new 
COVID variants is a representation 
of how lousy a job we’ve done with 
containing the pandemic. It’s upset-
ting to see how the situation keeps 
getting worse and worse even after 
all this time. I will keep myself safe 
from these new variants by staying 
home and only going out for essen-
tial errands,” said Audrea C. ‘24.
   “My general thoughts are that it is 
terrifying because I don't know that 
I could make it through all of this all 
over again, and the best way to take 
action is to keep doing what we've 
been doing, as depressing as that 
sounds,” answered Amy B. ‘22.

   “ I will continue to get tested 
whenever I need to go somewhere 
and just to be certain I do not have 
the virus. I also don’t go to many 
places in the first place. I also am 
going to possibly get the vaccine 
soon. I have been double masking 
ever since it was said to be more 
effective,” says Ania W. ‘22. 
    Judging from what most of the 
people have said about these new 
variants, it’s clear many are worried 
about this sudden outbreak. So 
far, it’s clear we haven’t been doing 
a good job with containing these 
variants. 
    Many states have lifted mandates 
on masks and social distancing, 
and relaxed precautions in general 
regarding COVID-19, leading to the 
spikes in cases that have been seen 
in certain parts of the country. 
    Even though the vaccine is out, 
we should still prioritize wearing a 
mask and social distancing in public 
spaces, and practicing other safety 
precautions. 
     It is not over yet, so remember to 
stay safe.

BY HANNA CARDONA’22
FEATURED STAFF    
     COVID-19 has resulted in 
3,000,000 global deaths and 600,000 
official United States deaths. 
     The United States’ death toll for 
COVID-19 is once again decreasing 
after a sudden increase during the 
winter. New infections and hos-
pitalizations have drastically been 
reduced in recent months, and 
after weeks of experiencing 3,000+ 
daily deaths, the United States has 
dropped to less than a 7-day average 
of less than 700 deaths per day.
      In the past, healthcare workers 
have witnessed such a drop in the 

death toll, followed by a spike in 
illness and death. However, most 
forecasts have been predicting an 
even greater decrease in coronavirus 
deaths in the following weeks since 
more people are getting vaccinated.    
       Over 100 million doses have 
been distributed since December 
2020, and even more recently, vac-
cines have become available to those 
who are 16 years old and above. 
     The Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention (CDC) concluded 
that around 140,000,000 people 
have gotten at least one dose of a 
vaccine against COVID-19. Of these 
140,000,000 people, 94,800,000 

are fully vaccinated by Johnson & 
Johnson’s single-dose vaccine or the 
two-dose vaccines by Moderna and 
Pfizer-BioNTech.  
    At this point, 46 percent of Unit-
ed States residents are vaccinated 
against COVID-19, and 32 percent 
are fully vaccinated. 
      Yet, people should not take this 
decrease in the national death toll 
and the increase in vaccinations as 
an excuse to stop social distancing 
or taking safety precautions such as 
wearing masks since the virus is still 
significantly present in the United 
States. There is still a daily average 
of 4,633 cases and 4,316 hospitaliza-

tions in New York alone. 
      It is imperative that we all 
continue to do our part in ensur-
ing our safety and that of others 
around us by wearing masks, 
making sure to use hand sanitizer 
and wash our hands frequently, 
maintaining social distancing, and 
participating in virtual alternatives 
to aspects of everyday life such as 
online school or work if possible.

Covid-19’s Decreasing Death Toll  

The Danger of the New Covid-19 Variants 


